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In  CONGRESS, 

/  - 

MAY  2d,  1778. 

RESOLVED , 

THAT  the  Committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
publication  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs  be  impowered 
and  inftrudted  to  employ  John  Dunlap  to  continue 
to  print  the  faid  Journals,  inllead  of  Robert  Aitken. 

Extratt  from  the  Minutes , 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary* 
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JOURNALS 

O  F 

CONGRESS. 


Monday,  January  i,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  dated  the  twenty-third  of 
December,  being  received,  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  captain  Selleck’s  petition,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

That  they  have  maturely  confidered  the  petition,  and  have  exa¬ 
mined  captain  Simeon  Selleck  particularly  thereon,  and  are  of  o- 
pinion,  that  the  petitioner  be  allowed,  as  a  compenfation  for  his 
cxpences,  trouble  and  rifle  in  taking  the  goods  at  Turtlebay,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  fum  of  333  dollars  and  one- 
third  ;  and  that  the  committee  of  Fairfield  be  dire&ed  to  take  into 
their  pofTeffion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Colonies,  all  the  goods  ta¬ 
ken  by  captain  Selleck,  which  are  not  already  delivered  by  him, 
and  to  forward  the  two  boxes  of  faltpetre,  now  in  captain  Sel¬ 
leck’s  cuftody,  to  the  powder-mill  in  Ulfter  county,  to  be  manu¬ 
factured  into  gun-powder,  for  the  Continental  fervice. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  Lord  Stirling’s  letters,  after  debate  thereon, 

Refilvedy  That  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant  for  the 
battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  and 
examined, 

John  Patterfon  was  eleCled. 

Refolvedy  That  the  Prefident  fign  commifiions  to  the  field- 
officers  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  North-Carolina, 
to  command  the  two  battalions,  direCled  to  be  raifed  in  that  co¬ 
lony  by  this  Congrefs,  and  that  fuch  commifiions  bear  like  date 
with  thofe  ifliied  to  the  faid  officers  by  the  faid  Provincial  Con  • 
grefs  of  North-Carolina. 
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Refolved ,  That,  in  cafe  of  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  or 
removal  of  a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  Provincial  Convention 
of  North-Carolina,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  Provincial  Council, 
appoint  another  perfon  to  fill  up  fuch  vacancy,  until  a  commiffion 
fliall  iffiie  from  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  they  return  to  thi-s  Con- 
grcfs  a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  appointed. 

1  he  Delegates  of  New-York,  having  received  new  powers  from 
their  Convention,  laid  the  lame  before  Congrefs,  as  follows: 

« 

“  In  Provincial  Congress,  Ne<w-Yorf  December  21,  1775. 

“  Refolded ,  That  the  prefent  Delegates  of  this  colony  in  Con- 
tinental  Congrefs  be  requefted  to  make  fuch  an  arrangement  a~ 
mong  themfelves,  as  that  five  of  them  only  continue  at  Congrefs, 
and  reprefent  this  colony  at  any  one  time  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  the 
neceftary  abfence  of  any  one  or  two  of  the  Delegates  fo  attending, 
according  to  fuch  arrangement,  that  three  or  four  of  them  be  a 
quorum,  and  enabled  to  reprefent  the  colony  during  fuch  abfence. 

“  A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes , 

John  McKesson,  Secretary  C 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  General  Waffiington, 
and  the  intercepted  letters  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolutions. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  of  the  Provincial  council  of  North- 
Carolina,  and  of  Georgia  be  requefted  to  procure  committees  of 
their  feveral  bodies  to  repair  immediately  to  Charles-town,  and 
there  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  South  - 
Carolina  upon  weighty  and  important  matter^  relative  to  the  de¬ 
fence  and  fecurity  of  tliefe  colonies. 

Refolved ,  That  it  appears,  the  Britifh  miniftry  and  their  agents 
have  meditated  and  are  preparing  to  make  attacks  upon  Charles¬ 
town  in  South-Carolina,  and  feveral  places  in  Virginia  and  pro¬ 
bably  in  North-Carolina  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  con¬ 
ventions  or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies,  and 
to  the  Provincial  Council  of  the  other  by  all  poffible  means  to 
make  a  vigorous  defence  and  opposition  ;  and  that  it  be  farther 
recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia  and  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Council  of  North-Carolina  to  meet  together  and  confer  and 
conclude  upon  fuch  operations,  as  they  may  think  molt  for  their 
mutual  intereft. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  2,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  James  Chambers,  the  fum  of  25.S  dollars  for  his  ex- 
pences  from  Cambridge. 

To 
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To  Judah  Alden,  50  dollars,  advanced  on  account  of  expences 
in  attending  the  French  gentlemen. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Refolded,  That  general  Schuyler  be  dire£ted  to  have  brigadier 
general  Prefcot,  lately  made  prifoner  by  the  Continental  forces  in 
Canada,  taken  into  cuftody,  and  fafely  and  fecurely  kept  until 
the  further  orders  of  this  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  fent  immediately  to  ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler  ;  and  that  the  general  be  informed  by  letter  of  the 
reafons  which  induced  the  Congrefs  to  give  fuch  orders. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Eg¬ 
bert  Dumond,  on  account  of  expences  in  bringing  the  prifoners, 
taken  at  St.  Johns,  from  Kingfton,  in  New-York  government, 
to  Lancafter,  in  Pennfylvania,  the  fum  of  2326.2  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  petition  of  captains  Paddock  and  Coffin,  and  after  de¬ 
bate, 

Refolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  faid  petition  be  not  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  (late  of  New  York  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read. 

The  report  of  captain  Motte,  with  regard  to  the  difpofition  of 
the  officers  taken  prifoners  at  St.  Johns,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  Lord  Stirling’s  letters 
was  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  in¬ 
to  confideration,  the  Congreis  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions. 

Refolxed ,  That  the  Prefident  acquaint  his  lordfnip,  that  the 
Congrefs  has  provided  againft  the  inconvenience  of  vexatious  ar- 
refts  of  the  men  inlifting  in  the  Continental  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  the  barracks  in  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  be 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  fuch  of  the  battalions  as  may  not  be 
in  readinefs  to  proceed  to  New-York,  and  that  the  minifterial 
troops  or  prifoners  at  prefent  occupying  them,  be  accommodated 
in  the  faid  colony,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  faid  colony  (hall  think  moil  prudent  and  convenient. 

That  Mr.  Lowry,  the  commiffary,  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
faid  battalions  with  (lockings,  and  that  the  delegates  for  the  co¬ 
lony  of  New-Jerfey  tranfmit  to  Lord  Stirling  fix  dozen  printed 
copies  of  the  articles  of  war. 

That  confidering  not  only  the  defencelefs  condition  of  the  co¬ 
lony  of  New-Jerfey  for  want  of  ammunition  in  cafe  of  an  hoftile  in- 
vafion  of  that  colony,  but  the  evident  want  of  the  affiftance  of 
thofe  battalions  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  where  an  attack  of 
the  enemy  is  moil  probably  to  be  apprehended,  a  requifition  be 

made 
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off,,  ^7  t^llj  '-°nSre^  t0  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania 
°f  four  hundred  weight  of  powder  for  the  faid  battalions.  7 

be  allowed^ ,,ameifirpVVi°0i  C3TP  e<luiPaSe  and  barrack  utenfils 

theb  ttabl  r  Yd  P6  Nr7-Je.rfey  battalions  as  are  allowed  to 
me  Dattalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

New  York^f  hu^red  ftand  arms  fupplied  by  the  colony  of 
Ton  Y?  k  f°rJhe  TNew-Jerfey  battalions,  be  paid  for  by  the 

Convention  t°o  mT^?5  ^  that’  in  °rder  to  enable  ‘he  faid 
the  men  hel  ^  ^  U?  Payment,  as  well  as  to  furniih  fuch  of 

with  arms  th”  l°  r  ^  ^  battalions,  as  are  yet  unprovided. 

Convention  t“  °-  IO°°  d°UarS  be  adva"«d  ‘°  the  faid 

waces  of  the  d  hat, 1 16  pr.‘C€  of  thc  arms  be  deduded  out  of  the 
"age,  of  the  privates  belonging  to  the  faid  battalions. 

munition  I  Stirhngbe  directed  to  feize  and  fecure  ail  the  am- 
"  "  warlike  dotes  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  now 

i  ercafter  may  be  imported  into  the  colony  of  New-  lerfev 
and  keep  them  till  he  lhall  receive  the  orders  of  Congfefs  refp  d-’ 
mg  them  :  And  further  that  he  do,  from  time  to  time  eive  aid 
and  protedion  to  all  the  friends  of  America,  who  may  be’  ?mploy- 
ed  in  importing  into  the  faid  colony  ammunition,  or  other  comma- 
n°  P^h^ted  by  the  affociation  and  refolves  of  this  Con- 


Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  divers 
honed  and  well  meaning,  but  un-informed,  people  in  thefe  Colo! 

':ave’  by  thc.art  and  addrefs  of  miniderial  agents,  been  de¬ 
ceived  and  drawn  into  erroneous  opinions  refpeding  the  American 
caufe,  and  the  probable  iffue  of  the  prefent  conted- 

Refined,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Committees 
and  other  friends  to  American  liberty,  in  the  faid  Colonies  to’ 
treat  all  fuch  perfons  with  kindnefs  and  attention;  to  coniider 
them  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  determined  to  be  free  and  to 
view  their  errors  as  proceeding  rather  from  want  of  information 
than  want  of  virtue  or  public  fpirit ;  to  explain  to  them  the  origin 
nature  and  extent  of  the  prefent  controverfy  ;  to  acquaint  them 
wi  i  the  fate  of  the  numerous  petitions  prefented  to  his  maiedy 
as  well  by  Adembl.es  as  Congreffes,  for  reconciliation  and  redrefs 
of  grievances;  and  that  the  lad  from  this  Congrefs,  humbly  re- 
queding  the  f.ngle  favour  of  being  heard,  like  all  the  others  has 

various  arts  of  admi- 

n  deration  to  enlnare  and  enflave  us,  and  the  manner  in  which  we 
have  been  cruelly  driven  to  defend,  by  arms,  thofe  very  riehts 
liberties  and  eftates,  which  we  and  our  forefathers  hadfo  lon<?  en¬ 
joyed  unmolefted  in  the  reigns  of  his  prefent  majefty’s  predecelfors 
And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  Conventions  and  Alfemblies* 
in  thefe  Colonies  liberally  to  diftribute  among  the  people  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  and  the  former  Congrefs,  the  late  fpeeches  of  the 
great  patriots  in  both  houfes  of  parliament  relative  to  American 

grievances. 
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grievances,  and  fuch  other  pamphlets  and  papers  as  tend  to  eluci¬ 
date  the  merits  of  the  American  caufe,  the  Congrefs  being  fully 
perfuaded  that  the  more  our  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  ancient 
liberties  and  privileges  is  examined,  the  more  jull  and  neceffary  our 
prefent  oppofition  to  miniderial  tyranny  will  appear. 

And  with  refpecd  to  all  fuch  unworthy  Americans  as,  regardjefs 
of  their  duty  to  their  Creator,  their  country  and  their  poderity, 
have  taken  part  with  our  oppreffors,  and,  influenced  by  the 
hope  or  poffeffion  of  ignominious  rewards,  ftiive  to  recommend 
themfelves  to  the  bounty  of  admimdration,  by  mifrepiefentmg 
and  traducing  the  condu6f  and  principles  of  the  fi  lends  of  Ameri¬ 
can  liberty,  and  oppofing  every  meafure  formed  for  its  preferva- 
tion  and  fecurity. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Affemblies, 
Conventions  and  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safety  in  the  United 
Colonies,  by  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  to  frudrate 
the  mifehievous  machinations,  and  reflrain  the  wicked  piaffiices  of 
thefe  men  :  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  they 
ought  to  be  difarmed,  and  the  more  dangerous  among  them  ei¬ 
ther  kept  in  fafe  eudody,  or  bound  with  fufficient  fureties  to 
their  good  behaviour. 

And  in  order  that  the  faid  Affemblies,  Conventions,  Commit¬ 
tees  or  Councils  of  Safety  may  be  enabled  with  greater  eafe  and 
facility  to  carry  this  refolution  into  execution, 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  authorized  to  call  to  their  aid  whatever 
Continental  troops,  dationed  in  or  near  their  refpe&ive  Colonies, 
may  be  conveniently  fpared  from  their  more  immediate  duty;  and 
the  commanding  officers  of  fuch  troops  are  hereby  directed  to  af¬ 
ford  the  faid  Affemblies,  Conventions,  Committees  or  Councils  of 
Safety  all  fuch  affiffance  in  executing  this  refolution,  as  they  may 
require,  and  which,  confident  with  the  good  of  the  fervice,  may 
be  fupplied. 

RcJ'olved ,  That  all  detachments  of  Continental  troops,  which 
may  be  ordered  on  the  bufmefs  in  the  foregoing  refolution  men¬ 
tioned,  be,  while  fo  employed,  under  the  direction  and  controul 
of  the  Affemblies,  Conventions,  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safe¬ 
ty  aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  Colonies, 
to  aid  each  other  (on  requed  from  their  refpeeffive  Affemblies, 
Conventions,  Committees,  or  Councils  of  fafety  and  County  Com¬ 
mittees)  on  every  emergency,  and  to  cultivate,  cherifh  and  in- 
creafe  the  prefent  happy  and  neceffary  union,  by  a  continual  intei - 
change  of  mutual  good  offices. 

And  whereas  the  execrable  barbarity,  with  which  this  unhappy 
war  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  fuch  as  burn¬ 
ing  our  defencelefs  towns  and  villages,  expofing  their  inhabitants, 

without  regard  to  fex  or  age,  to  all  the  miferies  which  lofs  of  pro¬ 
perty, 
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war  has  put  in  their  nowpr  ;  ,  * ,  ,  or  118  as  the  fortune  of 

and  in  want,  compelling  the  inhabit^  t’  *  T  n°  ianSu,dl  in  irons 
the  treaty,  to  remain  cfl  r  0t  Bofton>  in  violation  of 

folence  of  the  foWier^  and  ot  er  e"  ^  l°  the in‘ 

which  decency  and  hLanity  wdl  ev  r^ft5’  “  ‘l*  ““^V* 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  to  retalilte  7  J“ft  7  pr°V°ke 
Refolvcd,  That  it  be  recommended  tn  th  ’  T 
that  humanity  ought  to  diltinguifh  the  h  ,  COnt,n“e  m,ndfuI 

find  no  admiffion  among  a  fa  p  ll  l  ?!'  ,that  ^  iBol‘ld 
in  the  annals  of  Amfrica  bV filed  b  *  7 7^  ™  ^ 

which  juftice  or  chriftianity  mav  cond  '  a  ,cl:‘ta  °|  any  adion 

whenever  retaliation  maybe  “eceffarv  or 7’  ^  g/^red  that 
f''  r  "ii  i  Idiy  or  tend  to  their  fecuritv  fhi« 

Congrefs  will  ■ undertake  the  difagreeable  talk.  J’  ^ 

Refohsd  That  the  Affembhes,  Conventions,  or  Committees  or 

S'tpts  of!  ^  f°rthwith  t0  tra',f'nit  “  tSTco” 

rds,  cop.es  of  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  remonftrances 

wh.ch  have  been  by  the  refpedive  colonies  prefcnted  to  the  throne 

or  either  houfe  of  parliament,  fince  the  c  t-nr  ,  a,  ,  . ,  , 

alfo  inform  the  Congrefs,  whether  jnrm  t  l  ‘  ’rand  diat  they 

cn  to  them.  S  3n>  and  What  anAvers  were  giv- 

Refolvcd,'  That  Mr.  Bartlett  be  appointed  one  of  the  Committee 

of  claims,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Langdon  and  Mr  C  a  ,j 

the  room  of  Mr.  Culhing,  who  havf  leave  of  abfence  ’  "  ^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  3,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Walhington,  dated  the  25th  of  December 
with  fun  dry  papers  enclofed,  was  read. 

I  he  Committee  of  iafety  for  Pennfylvania  having  recommended 
fundry  gentlemen  to  be  field  officers  of  the  four  battalions  ordered 
to  be  railed  111  find  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  colonels,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  follow¬ 
ing  gentlemen  were  chofen, 

Arthur  St.  Clair,  Efq.  John  Shec,  Efq.  Anthony  Waine  Efii 
Robert  Magaw,  Efq.  *  A* 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Rejolved ,  1  hat  the  following  goods  and  ffores  ought  to  be  im¬ 
ported  as  foon  as  poliible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  viz. 

60,000  flriped  blankets. 

1 20,000  yards  of  ^  cloths,  brown  and  blue,  from  3/  to  6s  fler* 

10,000  yards  of  do.  different  colours  for  facings,  at  4/. 

3,000  pieces  of  duffils,  or  fome  fuch  cloth. 

100  m.  forted  needles. 
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cjo  m.  do.  none  fine. 

jo  m.  do.  for  fail-cloth. 

•3,000  pieces  of  raven’s  duck. 
t  3,000  pieces  ticklenburgs. 

1,500  pieces  oznaburgs. 

1,000  pieces  vitrey. 

4,000  pieces  Hamburg  dowlas. 

20,000  Hand  of  arms. 

300  tons  of  lead. 

1,000,000  of  flints. 

1500  boxes  of  tin,  and  wire  properly  forted  for  it. 

Medicines,  furgeon’s  jnftruments,  lint  and  bandages,  in  the 
whole  to  the  amount  of  £  2000  fterling. 

500  fheets  of  copper  of  different  forts.  * 

Rejolved ,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  empowered  and  dire&ed 
to  purfuethe  moft  effectual  meafures  for  importing  the  foregoing 

articles.  .  .  , 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  this  report  be  polt- 

poned.  ' 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  capt.  Edward  Motte,  for  expences,  6c.  in  conducing  the 
prifoners  taken  at  St.  John’s,  from  Kingfton,  in  the  colony  of 
New- York,  to  Lancafter,  in  Pennfylvania,  a  ballance  of  367.7 
dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  carriage  of  cloathing 
and  medicines  to  Dobb’s  ferry  and  to  Cambridge,  222.6  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

•  The  Committee  on  the  (late  of  New-York  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Whereas  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Queen’s  county,  111 
the  colony  of  New-York,  being  incapable  of  refolving  to  live  and 
die  freemen,  and  being  more  difpofed  to  quit  their  liberties  than 
part  with  the  little  proportion  of  their  property  neceflary  to  de¬ 
fend  them,  have  deferted  the  American  eaufe,  by  refuting  to  fend 
deputies  as  ufual  to  the  Convention  of  that  colony  ;  and  avowing, 
by  a  public  declaration,  an  unmanly  defign  of  remaining  inactive 
fpe&ators  of  the  prefent  conteft,  vainly  flattering  themfeives,  per¬ 
haps,  that  fhould  providence  declare  for  our  enemies,  they  may 
purchafe  their  mercy  and  favour  at  an  eafy  rate;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  war  fhould  terminate  in  favour  of  America,  that  then 
they  may  enjoy,  without  expence  of  blood  or  tieafuie,  all  the 
bleflings  refulting  from  that  liberty,  which  they,  in  the  day  of 
trial  had  abandoned,  and  in  defence  of  which,  many  of  their  more 
virtuous  neighbours  and  countrymen  had  nobly  died:  and  although 
the  want  of  public  fpirit  obfervable  in  thefe  men  rather  excites  pi¬ 
ty  than  alarm,  there  being  little  danger  to  apprehend  either  from 
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t  ieir  prouefs  or  example,  yet  it  being  reafonable,  that  thofe  who 

.  •  to  defend  their  country,  fliould  be  excluded  from  its  protec¬ 
tion^,  and  prevented  from  doing  it  injury. 

vot^tt^’ftr1'3!-311  f!‘Ch  P-erf°nS  0Heen’s  county  aforefaid,  as 
vo  ed  again  ft  fending  deputies  to  the  prefent  Convention  of  New- 

,ir.  7,  ft  nan  Cd  m  a  ‘  l7delmqUents  in  Queen’s  county,  pub- 
i  n  of  Jb  n  vnTnA10,n  °/  New -York,  be  pTl  out  of  the  prLo 

■a,  ]  iC  Ln/ted  ,Co,ome8*  and  that  a”  fade  and  intercourfe 

1  the™  ceafe;  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  be 
permitted  to  travel  or  abide  in  any  part  of  thefe  United  Colonies, 
out  of  taeir  fa, d  county,  without  a  certificate  from  the  Convention 
o  Committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  fetting  forth, 
i..  uc  m  habitant  is  a  friend  to  the  American  caufe,  and  not  of 
the  number  of  thofe  who  voted  againft  fending  deputies  to  the 
faid  Convention  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  faid  inhabitants  as  fhall  be 
found  out  of  the  fa, d  county  without  fuch  certificate,  be  appre- 
“ended  and  imprifoned  three  months.  r 

Refoked,  That  no  attorney  or  lawyer  ought  to  commence,  pro- 
feLUte,  or  defend  any  aftion  at  law  of  any  kind,  for  any  of  the  faid 
inhabitants  of  Queen’s  county,  who  voted  againft  fending  depu¬ 
ties  to  the  Convention,  as  aforefaid ;  and  fuch  attorney  or  lawyer 
as  fhall  contravene  this  refolution,  are  enemies  to  the  American 
caufe,  and  ought  to  be  treated  accordingly. 

Revived! That  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  fafety  of  the  co 
lony  of  New-York  be  requefted  to  continue  publilhingfor  a  month, 
in  all  their  Gazettes  or  news-papers,  the  names  of  all  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Queen’s  county,  as  voted  againft  fendinn-  deputies  • 
and  to  give  certificates,  in  the  manner  before  recommended,  to  fuch 
others  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  as  are  friends  to  American  ’liberty 
And  it  is  recommended  to  all  Conventions,Committees  of  fafety 
and  others,  to  be  diligent  in  executing  the  above  refolutions. 

Refoked,  That  colonel  Nathaniel  Heard  of  Woodbrido-e,  in  the 
colony  of  New-Jerfey,  taking  with  him  five  or  fix  hundred  minute- 
nun,  undci  dilcieet  officers,  do  march  to  the  weftern  part  of 
Queen’s  county,  and  that  colonel  Waterbury  of  Stanford,  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  with  the  like  number  of  minute-men,  march 
to  the  eaftern  fide  of  faid  county  ;  that  they  confer  together,  and 
endeavour  to  enter  the  faid  county  on  one  day ;  that  they  proceed 
to  difarm  every  perfon  in  the  faid  county,  who  voted  againft  fend¬ 
ing  deputies  to  the  faid  Convention,  and  caufe  them  to  deliver  up 
their  arms  and  ammunition  on  oath, and  that  they  take  and  confine, 
in  fafe  cuftody,  till  further  orders,  all  fuch  as  refufe  compliance.  ’ 
That  they  apprehend  and  fecure,  till  further  orders,  the  perfons 
named  as  principal  men  among  the  difaffe&ed  in  the  faid  county, 
in  a  fummons  for  their  appearance  before  the  Convention  of  New¬ 
ark,  iffued  the  1 2th  of  December  laft,  viz. 


Of 


9 


January,  1776. 


Of  Jamaica  townfhip,capt.  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Charles  Arden* 

Tofeph  French,  Efq.  Johannes  Polhemus.  ' 

Newtown,  Nathaniel  Moor,  John  Moor,  fen.  oamuel  Hallet, 
John  Moor,  jun.  William  Weyman,  John  Shoals,  Jeromus  Rapalje. 

Fluffing,  John  Willet.  ■  -pr 

Hamftead,  Juftice  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Daniel  Kiffam,  Efq. 
of  Cowneck,  capt.  Jacob  Mott,  Thomas  Cornhill,  of  Rockaway, 
Gabriel  G.  Ludlow,  Richard  Hewlet,  capt.  Charles  Hicks,  Hi. 

Samuel  Martin,  Juftice  Samuel  Clowes. 

Qyfter-bay,  Juftice  Thomas  Smith,  of  Hog-ifland,  Juftice  John 
Hewlet,  capt.  George  Weeks,  Dr.  David  Brooks,  Juftice  John 


Townfend,  .  „ 

and  all  fuch  other  perfons  who  (hall  be  found  m  arms,  or  who  ihall 

oppofe  the  carrying  the  above  refolutions  into  effeft,  as  the  laid 
colonel  Heard  or  colonel  Waterbury  may  think  prudent  to  detain. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  laid  colonel  Heard  and 
colonel  Waterbury,  to  execute  the  bulmefs  intrufled  to  them  by 
the  foregoing  refolutions,  with  all  poftible  difpatch,  fecreiy,  or¬ 
der,  and  humanity.  ,  „  .  .  .  r  .  .  1 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  forthwith  tranlmitted, 

with  certified  copies  of  thefe  refolutions  to  each  of  them  the  laid 
colonel  Heard  and  colonel  Waterbury ,  and  that  they  on  their  re¬ 
turn  report  to  this  Congrefs  a  true  ftate  of  their  expenditure  and 

^  A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Frederic,  in  Maryland,  brought 
by  the  officer  who  had  the  charge  of  bringing  down  Connolly  and 
his  affociates,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  ot 
Pennfylvania  to  carry  into  execution  the  refolution  of  Congrels  for 
confining  faid  Connolly  and  his  affociates  in  the  goal  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  that  they  take  their  examination. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  January  4,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  an  additional  battalion  be  raifed  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  conlift  of  the  lame 
number  of  men  and  officers,  and  to  have  the  fame  pay  and  allow¬ 
ance  as  the  others  raifed  in  faid  colony. 

Refolved.  That  one  company  of  each  of  the  five  battalions  lait 

ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  conlift  of  expert  riflemen. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  fee  the  foregoing  refolutions  earned  into  execution. 

Refolved ,  That  in  all  demons  of  officers  by  Congrefs,  where 
more  than  one  are  ele&ed  on  the  fame  day  to  commands  oi  the 
fame  rank,  they  Ihall  take  rank  of  each  other  according  to  their 
eledion,  and  the  entry  of  their  names  in.  the. minutes,  and  their 
commiffions  fhall  be  numbered  to  lliew  their  priority. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  other  field-offi- 

'  You  II.  B  cers 
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S'  b.tat,W ',‘,f  ^  ”'frf  ™  Pennfylvania, 

were  chofen  °  '  ^  Jn  cxam,ned>  the  following  gentlemen 

,  Wmi™ 

H.rfS'J.S'S  W00d‘  G“'S' Nagle,  H«nry  Bicker,  Nichola. 

T,kIC°m«;t.-e  ■ f  clai’ms  report  that  ther«  >'s  due, 

f £v‘ i 

by  him  forwarded  to  the  faid  Committee.  8  ’  q’  * 

eccTsFr„nfsd!Hds„:fTrenM"’ f" 

libSe?o^rJtfei°f“/pea“>n  and  obfervat;°n  of  the  city  and 

‘  reeab  e  t  JJad?phla*  for  l87>°46  flints,  by  them  purchased  a- 
greeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  the  fum  of  7  „  dollars. 

credit  the'fum^fTr  ^  pi’  for  %ning  the  Continental  bills  of 
*  r  ’  ‘*c  lum  of  1  165.7  dollars,  and  that  an  order  be  given  to  the 

trealurers  for  the  payment  of  the  fame,  agreeable  to  th  feid  lift 

SSSfstfa 

°R:IrYd)  dr!at  the/ald  accounts  be  Pai'd  accordingly. 

Refohed,  1  nat  a  Commiffary  be  appointed  to  provide  the  three 
companies  ordered  to  Northampton,  in  Virginia  with  rations  km 
on  their  march,  and  during  their  flay  in  tilt To’unt™  '  Whl‘C 

]  o  j  hat  the  appointment  of  faid  commiffary  be  deferred  till  to-  mor- 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  (late  of  New- York;  whereupon,  P 

Kcfelved,  That  the  fame  be  poftponed  till  to  morrow,  and  that 

it  delegates  of  New- York  be  defired  to  requeft  the  attendance  of 

.c  gentknnen  font  to  Congrefs  by  the  Convention  of  their  colony. 

>  Rtfolved ,  I  hat  major  1  refton  have  liberty  to  chufe  the  place  of 

i  ,  dence  co^fiftent  with  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  nnrl 
that  the  prefident  take  his  parole.  S  5  nd 

1  he  Committee  appointed  to  confider  what  allowance  ought  to 
be  made  to  officers  who  are  prifoners,  brought  in  their  report 
Or  dered ,  J  hat  the  fame  be  taken  into  conlideration  on  Saturday 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

f  pi  day,  January  5,  1776. 

There  bring  -  vacancy  in  the  firil  of  the  Pemffylvania  battalions 

h 
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\>y  the  promotion  of  capt.  Allen,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  perfon  to  fupply  faid  vacancy,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Benjamin  Davis,  olded  lieutenant  in  faid  battalion,  was  e- 
le£ted. 

Refolved ,  That  the  ium  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  ftruck,  for 
the  purpofe  of  exchanging  ragged  and  torn  bills  of  the  Continen¬ 
tal  currency;  that  the  bills,  making  this  fum,  be  of  the  fame  de¬ 
nominations,  printed  under  the  infpe&ion  of  the  fame  perfons,  and 
figned  and  numbered  by  the  fame  figners,  as  the  lad  emiffion,  and 
that  they  be  lodged  in  the  treafury,  to  be  applied  to  the  foie  pur¬ 
pofe  aforefaid. 

Refolved ,  That  all  Committees,  and  others,  who  have  had  pub¬ 
lic  money  put  into  their  hands,  lay  upon  the  table  an  account  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  the  letter  of  gen.  Walh¬ 
ington,  dated  the  18th  of  December,  and  the  enclofed  papers, 
brought  in  a  report  upon  that  part  which  relates  to  James  Lovell, 
who  has  long  been,  and  dill  is,  detained  a  clofe  prifoner  in  Bolton 
by  order  of  gen.  Howe,  which  being  taken  into  condderation,  was 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows, 

That  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Lovell 
hath,  for  years  pad,  been  an  able  advocate  for  the  liberties  of  A- 
merica  and  mankind ;  that  by  his  letter  to  gen.  Walhington,  which 
is  a  part  of  faid  enclofed  papers,  he  exhibits  fo  driking  an  indance 
of  dilintereded  patriotifm,  as  drongly  recommends  him  to  the 
particular  notice  of  this  Continent. 

Whereupon  Refolved ,  That  Mr.  James  Lovell,  an  inhabitant  of 
Bodon,  now  held  a  clofe  prifoner  there,  by  order  of  gen.  Howe, 
has  difcovered  under  the  fevered  trials  the  warmed  attachment  to 
public  liberty,  and  an  inflexible  fidelity  to  his  country;  that  by  his 
late  letter  to  gen.  Walhington,  he  has  given  the  dronged  evidence 
of  difintereded  public  affection,  in  refilling  to  liden  to  terms  offer¬ 
ed  for  his  relief,  till  he  could  be  informed  by  his  countrymen  that 
they  were  compatible  with  their  fafety  and  honour. 

Refolved ,  That  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  a  B-ritifh  gene¬ 
ral  can  be  found  degenerate  enough  fo  ignominioufly  and  cruelly 
to  treat  a  citizen,  who  is  fo  eminently  virtuous. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  an  indru&ion  to  gen.  Walhington  to  make 
an  offer  of  gov,  Skene  in  exchange  for  the  faid  Mr.  Lovell  and  his 
family. 

Refolved,  That  gen.  Walhington  be  defired  to  embrace  the  fird 
opportunity  which  may  offer,  of  giving  fome  office  to  Mr.  Lovell 
equal  to  his  abilities,  and  which  the  public  fervice  may  require. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  tranfinitted 
to  the  general  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  gen.  Walhington,  and  de- 
fire  him  to  inform  Congrefs  what  rank  the  aids  de-camp  of  the  gene¬ 
ral 
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ral  officers  fhouldhave  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

I  ne  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Adam 
Xhlhei ,  forexpences  attending  his  conducing  Conolly  and  Cameron 
from  brederic,  in  Maryland,  to  Philadelphia,  and  his  charges  back 
again  for  himielf  and  the  men,  the  fum  of  156  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  having  conferred  with  the  gentlemen  fent  by  the 
Convention  of  New- York,  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  date  of  that  colony,  and  the  fame  was  a- 
greed  to. 

Whereupon,  Refolved ,  That  no  farther  fortifications  be  erected 
at  Martler’s-Rock,  on  Hudfons  river,  and  that  a  point  of  land  at 
Pup] open  s  kill,  on  the  faid  river,  be,  without  delay,  effectually 
fortified. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention,  or  in  their 
recefs  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  of  New-York,  to  carry  into  ex¬ 
ecution  the  above  refolution. 

Refolved ,  I  hat  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  and  Connecticut  be 
directed  to  take  the  ncceffary  fteps  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
refolutions  of  Congrefs  paffed  on  Wednelday  laft,  refpedting  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Queens  county. 

A  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newport  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to-mor¬ 
row. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Paine  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  general 
Schuyler’s  letters. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Jcuiuary  6,  1776. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  a  quantity  of  powder 
was  arrived  at  Great-Egg-Harbour;  of  which  a  part  was  addreffed 
to  Congrefs  by  Mr.  Parfons,  a  part  configned  to  Mr.  Webfter  of 
Philadelphia,  and  a  part  to  another  gentleman  in  faid  city. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  Committee  be  directed  to  get  the  pow¬ 
der  addreffed  to  Congrefs  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  to  purchafe, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  the  other  parcels  of  powder. 

Refolved ,  That  one  ton  of  the  powder  arrived  be  delivered  to  the 
Committee  for  fitting  out  armed  veffels,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  armed 
veffels. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Lancafter,  dated  the  3d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  was  received,  and  read. 

Alfo  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  Lifhon,  dated  the  23d  of  Octo¬ 
ber  laft. 

Refolved ,  That  thefe  letters,  as  well  as  the  laft  received  from 
Lancafter  and  thofe  formerly  received  from  Lifhon,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  correfpondence. 


The 
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rpt  Conorefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  memorial  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Newport,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it;  and 

thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolution, 

Relived ,  That  the  faid  memorial  be  referred  to  the  confider ,.u 
of  the  General  Affembly  of  the  colony  of  Rhode-Idand.  • 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con  1  er  °w 

fliare  of  prizes,  allotted  to  the  captors,  oughtto  be  div.ded  between 
the  officers  and  men,  brought  in  their  report,  which  be.ng  taken 
into  confideration,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

Refolved,  That  the  commander  in  cmef  have  one-twentieth  p. 
of  tli  faid  allotted  prize-money  taken  by  any  fhip  or  drips,  armed 

veffel  or  veffels,  under  his  orders  and  command. 

That  the  captain  of  any  Angle  (hip  or  armed  veffel,  have  two 
twentieth  parts  for  his  (hare,  but  if  more  drips  or  armed  veffels  be 
in  company  when  a  priie  is  taken,  then  the  two  twentieth  parts  to 

be  divided  amortgft  all  the  faid  captains.  n  .  i 

That  the  captains  of  marines,  lieutenants  of  the  drips  01  aim 
veffels,  and  mailers  thereof  (hare  together,  and  have  three-tue  - 
tieth  parts  divided  among  them  equally  01  all  prizes  taken  vi  c 

they  are  in  company.  .  .  r 

That  the  lieutenants  of  marines,  furgeoirs,  chaplains,  pur 
boatfwains,  gunners,  carpenters,  the  mafters  mates  and  the  feci  c- 
tary  of  the  fleet  (hare  together,  and  have  two  twentieth  parts  a  d 
one  half  of  a  twentieth  part  divided  among  them,  equally  of  all 

prizes  taken  when  they  are  in  company.  ,  ii 

1  That  the  following  petty  warrant  and  petty  officers  w..  (allow- 
hiP-  for  each  drip  fix  midflripmen,  for  each  brig  four  middnpmcn, 
and  each  doop  two  middripmen,  one  captain’s  clerk,  one  .mgeon 
mate,  onefteward,  one  failmaker,  one  cooper,  one  armor ei,  two 
boatfwain’s  mates,  two  gunners  mates,  two.carpenters mates,  0,1c 
cook,  one  cockfwain,  two  fergeants  of  marines  for  each  fmp,  an 
one  fergeant  for  each  brig  and  Hoop)  have  tin ee-twentict  1  paits  1 
■vided  among  them  equally,  and  when  a  prize  is  taken  by  any  ; 
or  veffel  on  board  or  in  company  of  which  the  commander  in  chic 
is,  then  the  commander  in  chief’s  cook  or  cockfwain  to  be  ndi.cd  o 
this  allottment,  and  have  their  (hares  with  thefe  laft  merUiom  i  . 

That  the  remaining  eight-twentieth  parts  und  one  half  of 
twentieth  part,  be  divided  among  the  reft  of  the  (hip  or  (hips  com¬ 
panies,  as  it  may  happen,  drare  and  drare  alike. 

P  That  no  officer  or  man  have  any  fhare  but  fuch  as  are  actually 
on  board  their  feveral  veffels  when  any  prize  or  prizes  aie  taken, 
excepting  only  fuch  as  may  have  been  ordered  on  boar  d  any  otlie 
prizes  before  taken  .orient  away  by  bis  orthe.r  commanding  officers. 

The  Committee  on  gen.  Schuyler’s  letters,  &c.  brought  in  a  (ei¬ 
ther  report  which  was  read.  _ 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 

day  next. 
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doling  copies  of  lettmfrlmY  the  3°th  of  December,  en¬ 
ter  being  received,  was  read  8  MontSomery  and  gen.  Woof- 
Adjourned  to  Monday  nex't,  at  ten  o’clock. 

t 

a  i  f  Monday,  January  8,  1776, 

encloling  a  copy  of  a  1  eU^SjYlerY  Im  ^  °f  December> 
cember  sth,  and  a  lift  of  the  ordiY  Montgomery,  dated  De¬ 
letter  from  Baltimore,  enclofum  IT*  ffY  -°  Cambn'dge,  alfo  a 
being  received,  were  read.  ’  °  affidavit  of  captain  Horn, 

mlttee  on  general  SchuylerYleTte^Yr0"  ^  reP°rt  °f  the  Com* 
mg  refolutions,  Y  1  ’  thereupon  came  to  the  follow- 

•York^nd^hftad^pb'i'^^'g^*  begI7lm^la*'ely  fent  f"om  New- 
chief  of  the  forcefat  Tw  J  al  Schuyler>  or  the  commander  in 

conftrufting  a  number  MbSYnf’not  '*'"&*'*  b^'«  » 
for  tranfporting  troops  with  ,J  l  exceedmg  one  hundred, 

CaT?at’  a  fhffleVer  lt  may  b£  f°U  "d  neSeffIry°m  ^  plaC£  int° 

Did  batteaus  ;C and  thatbaY  °rlfU;tablC  ^  7  enSaSed  Growing 

be  fent  this  winter  to  fortGeorJ^’^  °f  pr°vMons  a«d  floret 

rence^al^veYnd  ^clow^Quebe^^Yell t0  Y'6  ^  ** 

upon  proper  places  for  orooiinv’br  arYdS’  ^  l°  determi’ne 

ny  attempts  of  the  enemyYo  peYet  a  Y  r  ’  °1'1°therwife>  a‘ 

and  that  he  nive  order  fn,-  e  n  “untry  by  the  river; 

boats  as  he  ihall  judge  neceirary  l‘ng  fPtedl,y  as  many  fuch 

That  two  ihipwrights  be  immediately  fent  from  PldUd  1  u- 
be  employed  under  the  direftmn  .r,j  o  om  *  biJadelphia  to 

at  Albany,  in  couftrufttW  fcnZ  f  7  of  Infpedion 

Hudfon’s river.  S  3  f°''  faCllltatinS  the  paflage  over 

D  rtfuonhluLf  Xt  w  ^  f°r  ™ 

fufficient.  X  U  WaS  more  nll|nerous  than  it  is  now,  is 

threelltln^bY^ofYirlH  f "7'*°*  7  dd]red  to  fead 

,ht  ■ir™- 

tion  of  New- York  be  ampthire  and  the  conven- 

the  faid  co ^  n-;i;>ea;  V1  v  7  V°  Y  the  ddeSat«  of 

account  of  money  Si  7’  r  general  Schuf,er  the 

maud,  fpecifyinJthe  narn  I"  YYYT  ‘Y  a''my  Under  his  com- 
by  their  order.  &  °f ' tIlofe  t0  wllom  ‘he  money  was  paid 

Reived,  That  the  contrad  made  by  general  Schuyler  to  allow 
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one  twelfth  part  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for  billeting  money  to  every 
one  of  the  men,  who  re-inlift  in  the  northern  army,  until  they  can 
march  to  the  place,  where  provifions  may  be  delivered  to  them,  be 
made  good. 

Refolved ,  That  the  officers  of  the  northern  army  be  accountable 
for  fuch  public  (lores  iffued  to  them,  as  may  be  loft  through  care- 
leffnefsby  their  refpeCtive  corps,  and  that  the  value  thereof  be  de¬ 
ducted  out  of  the  pay  of  thofe  who  have  embezzled  or  wafted  the 
fame. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  does  approve  of  the  railing  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  Canadians  and  of  the  appointment  of  James  Livinefton, 
Efq;  colonel  thereof. 

Rejolved ,  That  nine  battalions,  including  that  of  Canadians  un¬ 
der  colonel  Livingfton,  be  kept  up  and  maintained  the  prefent 
year  for  the  defence  of  Canada. 

Refolved ,  That  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  under  colonel 
Bull,  and  the  fecond  New-Jerfey  battalion  under  colonel  Maxwell, 
be  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  Albany,  and  there  put  them- 
felves  under  the  command  of  general  Schuyler,  and  that  the  orders 
given  for  the  march  of  three  companies  of  colonel  Bull’s  battalion 
to  Accamack  and  Northampton  be  countermanded. 

And  to  make  up  the  reft  of  the  battalions  voted  for  the  defence 
of  Canada,  that  one  battalion  be  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  one 
in  Connecticut  and  one  in  New-York  ;  that  two  battalions  be 
formed  out  of  the  troops  now  in  Canada,  and  that  general  Mont¬ 
gomery  be  defired  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  officers  in  faid 
battalions  ;  and  that  one  of  the  five  battalions  lately  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  deflined  for  Canada. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  for  furnifhing  the  battalions  deflined  for  Canada, 
with  provifions,  and  for  expediting  their  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.’  Deane  and  Mr. 
M£Kean. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  defer¬ 
red  till  to-morrow. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  about  fifty-feven  tons 
of  falt-petre  were  arrived  at  Philadelphia  and  about  fifteen  tons  of 
powder  at  New-York  for  fale. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direCted  to  treat  for  the 
purchafe  of  the  falt-petre  and  enquire  how  it  may  be  mofl  fpeedi- 
ly  manufactured  into  powder  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

That  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Lewis 
be  direCted  to  purchafe,  on  the  bell  terms  they  can,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  Colonies,  the  powder  arrived  at  New-York,  and  for¬ 
ward  the  fame  with  all  poffible  expedition,  under  a  guard  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  Ma¬ 
ryland 
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ryland  be  requefted  to  order  three  companies  of  the  minute-men  in 
the  fcrvice  of  that  colony  to  march  immediately  from  thence  to  the 
counties  of  Accamack  and  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  inftead  of 
the  forces  that  were  dire&ed  to  go  thither  from  Pennfylvania,  and 
to  lay  before  Congrefs  the  accounts  of  their  fubfiftance  and  pay, 
which  lhall  be  paid  out  of  the  Continental  treafury. 

Refolvedy  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be  de¬ 
fied  to  fend  live  hundred  pounds  weight  of  powder  to  the  colony 
of  Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  to  be  employed  in  the  counties 
of  Accamack  and  Northampton. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M.  Tilghman,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed, 
alfo  fome  difpatches  from  governor  Franklin,  and  a  letter  from 
C.  Skinner,  which  were  intercepted,  were  laid  befoi'e  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

Re  Calved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr,  Tilehman,  informing 
him  that  the  Hornet  and  Wafp  are  under  orders  to  fail  to  the  capes 
of  Delaware,  and  that  fuch  veffels,  as  are  ready  to  fail,  may  take 
the  benefit  of  that  convoy. 

That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  armed  veffels  be  directed  to 
give  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  Hornet  and  Wafp  to  take  under 
their  convoy  fuch  veffels  as  are  ready  to  fail. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Michael  Conclly,  for  expences  in  conducting  captain  John 
Livingfton  and  lieutenant  Anftruther  from  Kingfton  to  Lancafter, 
the  fum  of  250  dollars. 

To  Richard  Butler,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  five  Indians, 
the  fum  of  49*3  dollars. 

To  Jofeph  Copperth waite,  the  fum  of  419.6  dollars,  for  expences 

in  conducting  cafli  to  Cambridge. 

•  % 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  conduft  of  the  officers  who  are  prifoners,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  at  prefent  fubfiited,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Dyer,  and 
Mr.  Floyd. 

Ordered ,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  of  Mr. 
Cortland  Skinner  be  lent  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  New- 
Jerfey. 

That  orders  be  fent  to  lord  Stirling  to  take  with  him  a  fuffi- 
cient  force,  and  immediately  apprehend  and  keep  in  fafe  cuftody 
the  faid  Cortland  Skinner,  of  Amboy,  till  further  orders  from 
this  Congrefs. 

°  That 
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That  lie  carry  faid  Cortland  Skinner  before  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  for  examination. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  defired  to  tranfmit  his  examination 

to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  militia  raifed  in  the  counties  of  Orange  and 
Ulfter,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  by  order  of  the  Congrefs, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  fort  lately  ere&ed  on  Hudfon’s  river,  be 
difcharged,  except  thofe  ftationed  in  the  fort,  who  (hall  alio  be 
difcharged  whenever  other  troops  arriye  there  to  fupplv  their 
places;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  faid'colony  to  fee  that  this  refolve  be  carried  into  execution. 

Refolved ,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mailer  gene¬ 
ral  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  MaiTachuietts-Bay. 

That  the  Delegates  of  Pennfylvania  be  directed  to  count  and 
forward  the  fame  with  all  convenient  fpeed  under  a  guard  of  an 


officer  and  two  men.  . 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 

Committee  on  general  Schuyler’s  letters,  &c.  thereupon  came  to 
the  following  refolutions, 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  V.  Schaick,  lieutenant  colonel  Yates, 
and  major  Ganfevoort  be  continued  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  that  they  take  the  command  of  the  battalion  to  be 
levied  in  the  colony  of  New-York. 

That  captain  Lamb  be  appointed  commander  of  the  artillery  in 
the  northern  department  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  that  he  be 
allowed  50  dollars  per  month  from  the  firil  day  of  the  prefen t 
month,  as  a  reward  for  his  ailivity  and  fpirited  conduil  in  the  lail 

campaign.  . 

That  no  poilage  be  paid  for  any  letters  to  or  from  private  iol- 

diers,  while  engaged  in  ailual  fervice  in  the  defence  of  the  United 
Colonies  ;  and  that  fuch  letters  be  franked  by  fome  perfon  autho¬ 
rized  for  that  purpofe,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler  by  the  Prefident, 
informing  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  he  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  to  have  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Halfey  enquired  into  by  a 
court-martial,  giving  him  previous  notice  to  appear  in  his  own  de¬ 
fence,  and  that  fuch  fentence  fhould  be  palfed  on  him,  as  fuch 
court  martial  fhall  think  juft,  and  it  the  faid  lieutenant  Halley 
fhall  decline  to  fubmit  his  conduit  to  fuch  examination  and  ien- 
tence,  that  then  all  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him  be  hopped;  to  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  give  difcharges  to  fuch  officers  as  have  quitted  the  fei- 
vice  ;  to  affure  him  that  we  have  great  confidence  in  his  attention 
to  the  public  interell,  and  rely  that  he  will  give  to  the  proper  offi¬ 
cers  in  his  department  fuch  orders,  as  will  procure  indemnifica¬ 
tion  to  the  public  for  any  embezzlement  or  wafte  of  its  ilores,  01 
monies  ;  to  empower  him  to  remit  to  fuch  of  the  troops  raifed  in 
■_  Vol.  II.  C  the 


18 


Journals  of  Congress. 

the  colony  of  New- York,  as  may  re-inlift,  any  right  we  may  have 

o  op  wages  .or  under  cloaths  delivered  to  them;  to  defire  he 
will  communicate  to  Mr.  Price  the  fenfe  this  Congrefs  have  of  his 
friendly  offices  to  general  Montgomery,  in  favour  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  caufe,  to  return  him  our  thanks  for  the  fame,  and  affure  him 
immediate  meafures  ffiall  be  taken  for  replacing  the  monies  he  has 
advanced  ;  to  notify  to  colonel  Eafton  our  approbation  of  his  late 
lervices,  and  that  we  ffiall  retain  in  our  minds  a  juft  fenfe  of  them. 

1  nat  general  Schuyler  be  dire&ed  to  appoint  Mr.  John  M‘Pher- 

fon  a  major  in  one  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  out  of  the 
troops  in  Canada. 

T  hat  a  conductor  of  artillery,  a  fuperintendant  of  the  arms,  a 
barrack-mafter,  and  ftore-keeper  be  appointed  to  the  northern 
at  my,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  recommend  proper 
pertons  to  Congrefs  for  thofe  offices. 

That  the  deputy  pay-mafter  general  have  liberty  to  appoint  un¬ 
der  him  two  affiftant  pay-mafters,  who  ffiall  each  rceive  26 1  dol- 
ars  per  month,  for  their  trouble  and  fervices. 

That  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  northern  department  be 
paid  in  perfon  by  the  deputy  pay-mafter  general,  or  the  affiftants 
to  be  appointed  by  him  in  confequence  of  the  foregoing  refolve. 

That  a  communication  be  forthwith  opened  between  Skenesbo- 

rough  and  fort  Ann,  and  that  Woodcreek  be  cleared  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  ^ 

.  That  ft  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  New-York  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  enquire  into  the 
propriety  and  practicability  of  obftructing  or  leffening  the  depth 
of  water  in  the  Narrows,  or  in  any  other  place  at  the  entrance  of 
.  New-York,  or  of  any  way  of  fortifying  thatpafs,  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  the  enemy  ;  and  alio  to  enquire  whether  the  depth 
of  water  in  Hudion’s  river,  below  the  battery,  may  not  eaiily  be 
leftened,  fo  as  to  prevent  large  ffiips  paffing  up,  and  to  make  an  es¬ 
timate  of  the  expence,  and  report  their  proceedings  in  the  premif- 
fes  immediately  to  Congrefs.  ^ 

That  to-morrow  be  ailigned  for  the  choice  of  two  brigadier  ge¬ 
nerals,  viz.  one  for  the  army  in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and^the  other 
ror  the  army  in  the  northern  department. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

9 

Wednesday,  January  to,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Rachel  Stclle,  with  an  account  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  officers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  con- 
duff  of  officers,  &c. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  north¬ 
ern  department  be  directed  to  pay  the  rev.  Mr.  Wheelock  500  dol¬ 
lars,  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  paffed  the  12th  day  of 
Jnlylaft.  The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  facilitat¬ 
ing  the  march  of  the  battalions  deflined  for  Canada,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read,  and  the  Congrefs  therewith  concur¬ 
ring,  .  #  , 

Refolved ,  That  three  firft  lieutenants,  eight  fecond  lieutenants, 

one  enfign,  and  a  quarter-mailer,  be  appointed  to  fupply  the  vacant 
cies  in  colonel  Bull’s  battalion. 

That  for  the  faid  battalion  there  be  provided  688  caps,  688 
pair  of  mittens,  688  pair  of  blockings,  688  pair  of  leggings,  688 
pair  of  ihoes,  688  haverfacks,  688  flings  for  firelocks,  i20ofhirts, 
688  waiilcots,  500  pair  of  breeches,  300  blankets,  64  pitching 
axes,  and  9  baggage  waggons. 

That  for  colonel  Maxwell’s  battalion  there  be  provided  688  ha¬ 
verfacks,  688  cartouch  boxes,  and  crofs  belts,  688  tomahawks, 
64  pitching  axes,  and  9  baggage  waggons. 

That  both  battalions  be  paid  up  to  the  Aril  day  of  February 
next. 

That  the  battalions  march  by  companies,  and  that  the  compa¬ 
nies  follow  each  other  at  the  diilance  of  one  day’s  march;  that  the 
quarter -mailers  and  eommiflaries  precede  their  refpedlive  battalions 
a  few  days,  in  order  to  provide  lodgings  and  provifions  on  the 
road. 

That  the  colonels  be  allowed  fix  rations. 

Lieutenant-colonels,  five  ditto. 

Majors,  4  ditto. 

Captains,  3  ditto. 

Subaltern  and  ilaft  officers,  two  ditto, 
or  money  in  lieu  thereof. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania  to  fupply  colonel  Bull’s  battalion  with  the  foregoing  ar¬ 
ticles,  or  fuch  of  them  as  they  have  not  already  provided  them 
with,  agreeable  to  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs ;  and  that  all  the 
articles  furnifhed  the  men,  more  than  thofe  allowed  in  lieu  of  boun¬ 
ty,  be  deduced  out  of  their  pay. 

That  Thomas  Lowry  be  directed  to  provide  the  articles  for  col. 
Maxwell’s  battalion,  and  that  all  the  articles  furnifhed  the  men, 
more  than  thofe  allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty,  be  deducted  out  of 
their  pay. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Thomas  Lowry,  for  the  fum  of  35,000  dollars,  for  the  life  of  the 
battalions  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  two  brigadier  generals,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
and  examined,  Jofeph  Fry,  Efq.  was  ele&ed  for  the  army  in  the 
Maffachufett’sBay,  Benedicl  Arnold,  Efq.  for  the  army  in  the 
northern  department. 

The  Committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  having  recommend¬ 
ed 
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d  a  number  of  perfons  for  field  officers  to  the  fixth  battalion  order- 

°  e  yai  e  111  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec- 

tl0w*fi"d  thr£  Dallots  beillg  taken  a°d  examined, 

William  Irwine,  Efq.  was  ele&ed  colonel, 

rhomas  Hartley,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel, 

James  Dunlap,  Efq.  major. 

Refohed,  That  another  battalion  be  raifed  in  New-Terfey,  on 
the  fame  terms  as  the  other  two  raifed  in  the  faid  colony. 

hcfolved  I  hat  the  pay  of  the  troops  ferving  in  and  deftined  for 
Canada,  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  army  at  Cambridge  ;  and  that 
this  Pay  commence  to  the  Pennfylvania  and  New- Jerfey  battalions, 
irom  the  time  they  fet  out  on  their  march  to  Canada. 

i  he  Congrefs  confidering  the  great  diftance  from  colonel  Heard 
o  co  one  Waterbury,  the  difficulty  of  co-operating  with  each 
other  in  their  expedition  into  Queen’s  county,  thereupon, 

.  KeJ°,ved’  That  lord  Stirling  be  deli  red  to  furnirti  colonel  Heard 
with  three  companies  under  his  command,  who  are  to  join  colonel 
Heard  with  the  minute-men  by  him  raifed,  and  proceed  as  foon  as 
may  be  on  the  expedition  into  Queen’s  county,  for  which  colonel 
,ancJ  colonel  Waterbury  were  appointed,  and  that  colonel 
Heard  be  defired  to  fend  immediately  an  exprefs  to  colonel  Water- 

bury  with  a  copy  of  this  refolution,  and  inform  him  that  his  fervice 
will  not  be  required  on  this  occafion. 

Rcfolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confiderat.on  the  Hate  of  thefe  Colonies,  and  report  as  foon  as 

polhble  what  number  of  forces  in  their  opinion  will  be  neceffiiry 
for  the  defence  of  the  fame.  / 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Rsfolved ,  That  the  colony  of  North-Carolina  be  fupplied  with 
one  ton  of  powder  by  the  Secret  Committee. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  Committee  of  the  upper  diftrid  of  Frederic  county, 
Maryland,  the  fum  of  800.1  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  Hefter; 
of  which  571  dollars  to  be  charged  to  captain  CrefTop’s  company’ 

JS  dollars  to  captain  Prices  company,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
Continent. 

1  o  1  111  man  and  Hunt,  for  provifions,  See.  furnifhed  toprifoners, 
the  fum  of  1 78.2  dollars. 

Io  William  Shad,  for  attendance  as  melfenger  to  the  4th  of 
December,  177^,  the  fum  of  52  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

J 

Thursday,  January  11,  1776. 

Refolvcd ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Commit¬ 
tee  of  fafety  of  Hew-York,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  releafe  of 

lieutenant 
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lieutenant  Tiley,  of  brigadier  Woofter  s  regiment  now 

confined  on  board  the  Afia  man  of  war,  by  exchanging  for  him  an 
officer  of  the  fame  rank  of  the  Britifh  troops  in  our  cuitody. 

Revived,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
inflruaions  to  the  officers  in  the  recruiting  fervice. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Harrifon. 
The  Conorefs  taking  into  confederation  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  thereupon 

came  to  the  following  relolution, 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congrefs  that  feveral  evil  difpofed 
perfons,  in  order  to  obftru&  and  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  United 
Colonies,  in  defence  of  their  juft  rights,  have  attempted  to  depre¬ 
ciate  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  this  Congreis, 

Refoived ,  therefore,  That  if  any  perfon  fhall  hereafter  be  fo  loft 
to  all  virtue  and  regard  for  his  country,  as  to  refufe  to  receive  laid 
bills  in  payment,  or  obflrud  and  difcourage  the  currency  or  cir¬ 
culation  thereof,  and  fhall  be  duly  convifted  by  the  Committee  of 
the  city,  county,  or  diftridf,  or  in  cafe  of  appeal  from  their  deci- 
fion,  by  the  Affembly,  Convention,  Council  or  Committee  of  iate- 
ty  of  the  colony  where  he  fhall  refide,  fuch  perfon  fhall  be  deemed, 
publifhed,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  precluded 
from  all  trade  or  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies. 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  relolve  be  immediately  publifhed. 

Refoived ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of  6 coo 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  firil  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  faid 

Committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

A  reprefentation  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Pennfylvania  battali¬ 
ons,  fettins;  forth  the  inconveniencies  that  will  arife  from  the  bat¬ 
talions  coniifting  of  feven  battalion-companies,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to¬ 


morrow. 

Adjourned  to, ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  12,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Henry  Dewfon,  for  provifions  to  captain  Rols’s  company, 
•the  fum  of  27.5  dollars. 

From  Turbett  Francis,  Efq.  °ne  the  comminioners  for  In¬ 
dian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  a  ballance  in  his  hands  a- 

mounting  to  194  dollars.  , 

To  Volkert  P.  Douw,  another  of  the  commiffioners  of  laid  de¬ 
partment,  expences  attending  the  treaty  at  Albany,  a  ballance 
amounting  to  2171. 9  dollars,  and  that  theie  will  remain  in  11s 
hands  two  matraffes,  about  fifteen  gallons  of  wine,  fome  fpnit.o, 
and  fome  boards,  belonging  to  the  colonies. 

Ordered , 
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P.  °BoZd;  Efqatbehpakim3  fh,e , t0  ^  D£Wf0n’  and  Vo,k«t 

Duane,  Efq .  P  !  the  laUer  througk  the  hands  of  James 

officers  int°  the  COndud  0f  the 

prefent  fubhfted, brought’  **  “*  at 

as  follows  :  ^  Port>  which  was  agreed  to, 

.  dlefolved,  1  hat  the  conduct  of  the  officers  nt  T  1  . 

in  other  refpefts  unexceptionable  is  as  ,n  T  enton’  though 

TteS: "* ,l” “ *  l““ »>»"«.  Sti'lt 
JkllL *"  ! 

(for  which  fun,  ,h?  J,  f 

<hc  before  they  are  rdeafed  fro.  tiif  cip.T,  ? 

beIhA  KhenCoUnt-  °f  tllefeveraI  innkeepers  againrt  the  officers 

the  credit°of  thTconthiint^11-  thC  '  "  '  0ffi-erS  f°r  t,ie  future  on 

That  the  officers  now  at  Trenton  be  direfted  to  remove  to  fome 
othei  place  at  a  proper  diftance  from  the  public  port-road. 

1  hat  the  officers  at  T  renton  have  liberty  to  chufe  the  places  of 

fi.n.rf  “»“«"•  re 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions,  together  with  a  conv  nf 
the  refolution  granting  officers  liberty  to  fell  bills  for  their  fnbfif- 
ench,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  Committees,  where  officers 
who  are  pnfonersref.de;  and  that  the  faid  Committees  be  direft- 
cd  to  apply  to  the  faid  officers  for  their  bills  to  difeharge  the 
debts  already  incurred,  and  alfo  to  inform  them,  it  is  JLfted 
they  w,l!  from  time  to  time  draw  for  their  future  fubiiftence. 

Ordered,  1  hat  Rachel  Stille’s  account  for  hibfiflence  of  officers 
t(,rpjC  y1' of  January  1776,  amounting  to  423.6  dollars,  be  paid. 

I  he  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  to 
take  into  confideration  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  time,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the 

matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion, 
uclired  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  confideration  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

A  memorial  from  the  field-officers  of  the  firfl  Pennfylvania  bat¬ 
talion  was  prefented  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  i  hat  the  lame  be  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The 


I 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow, 

Saturday,  Jcuwary  13,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  January  the  4th, 

1 776  ;  alfo  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-York, 
dated  January  the  3d,  being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
York,  and  to  confer  with  Mr.  Romans,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

The  Secret  Committee  having  made  report  refpe&ing  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  falt-petre  lately  imported, 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  Committee  be  directed  to  purchafe  the 
falt-petre  on  the  bell  terms  they  can,  and  have  it  manufactured 
into  gunpowder  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  fupply  co¬ 
lonel  Heard  with  200  pounds  of  gun-powder,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  John  Morgan  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  firft 
lieutenant  in  one  of  the  companies  of  colonel  Bull’s  battalion. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  January  15,  1776. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Peter  Timothy,  fecretary  to  the 
Provincial  Convention  and  Committee  of  Safety  of  South- 
Carolina,  dated  January  5th,  to  C.  Gadfon,  Efq;  was  read,  in¬ 
forming  that  the  faid  Convention  have  refolved  to  continue  the  De¬ 
legates,  and  have  conftitutea  any  two  of  them  to  be  a  quorum  to 
reprefent  faid  colony. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  3  id  of  December, 
1775,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  among  which  a  draught  of  capt. 
Matthews  on  the  treafury  of  Virginia,  for  £  100  lawful  money 
advanced  him  by  the  general  ;  alfo  two  letters  from  lord  Stirling,, 
dated  January  8th  and  1  ith,  and  a  letter  from  governor  Trumbull, 
with  three  papers  enclofed,  being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Wilfon. 

That  the  letters  from  lord  Stirling  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  M‘ Kean,  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  the  enclofed  pa¬ 
pers,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Romans.  A  letter 
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A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-York,  dated 
January  nth,  1776,  was  read. 

Rejolved,  1  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  (late  of 
the  Loionies. 

Rtfolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  make  an  ef- 

timate  of  the  number  of  cannon,  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  devife  ways  and  means  for 
procuring  them,  and  that  it  be  an  inftruchon  to  faid  Committee 
to  enquire  what  fized  cannon  can  be  caff  in  thefe  Colonies 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Ro¬ 
gers,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Paine. 


Mjwea,  mat  no  Dought  indented  fervants  be  employed  on 
board  the  fleet  or  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  without 
the  content  of  their  mafters. 

The  Comimttee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  exprefTes,  the  fum  of  356.1  dollars. 

io  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  for  his  expenccs. to  Philadelphia, 

rV ret!J™ing  to  New- York  with  money,  the  fum  of  99.7  dollars. 

lo  ihomas  Apty,  for  boarding  feveral  prifoners,  ioq.6  dol¬ 
lars.  y 


Ordered,  Tliat  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Rtfolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Pennfylvania  to  enquire  into  the  charafters  of  the  recruits  or 
puvates  taken  on  boaid  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  and 
to  difmifs  Rich  of  them  as  they  judge  may  with  fafety  to  the  Co- 
lonies  be  difehar^ed. 

O 


I  he  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  Itate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  ;  and,  after  forne  time,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  their 
farther  confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  that  not 

having  come  to  a  conclufion,  they  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Friday  next,  refolve  it¬ 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confide- 
*  ration  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies* 

Refolved ,  That  captain  Matthew’s  draft  on  the  treafury  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  be  delivered  to  the  Delegates  of  that  colony  ;  and  that  they 
be  defired  to  receive  the  money,  and  pay  the  fame  to  the  Conti¬ 
nental  treafurers. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  ✓ 


Tuesday,  January  16,  1776. 

The  colony  of  Conne&icut  having  appointed  new  Delegates, 
the  fame  attending,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read,  as  follows, 
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«  Jt  a  general  AJfemhly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Eng - 
lifh  colony  of  Connecticut ,  in  New- England ,  in  America,  holde?i 
at  New- Haven,  in  faid  colony ,  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  October , 
Anno  Domini  t  7 7 5. 

“  Refolved,  by  this  Affembly,  That  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver 
Wolcott,  Samuel  Huntington,  Titus  Hofmer,  and  William  Wil¬ 
liams,  Efqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Delegates  to 
reprefent  this  colony  at  the  General  Congrefs  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  in  America  for  the  year  enfuing,  and  until  n,ew  be  chofen, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  Sa¬ 
muel  Huntington,  Efqrs.  do  attend  faid  Congrefs,  and  on  the 
failure  of  either  of  the  faid  gentlemen,  by  ficknefs,  or  otherwife, 
then  the  faid  Titus  Hofmer,  or  William  Williams,  Efqrs.  are  to 
fupply  the  place  or  places  of  any  or  either  of  the  faid  three  gen¬ 
tlemen  firft  named,  in  fuch  manner,  that  three  of  laid  Delegates, 
and  three  only,  do  attend  faid  Congrefs  at  any  one  time  ;  and  the 
faid  three  Delegates,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  who  fhall  be  prefent 
in  faid  Congrefs,  are  hereby  fully  authorifed  and  impowered  to  re¬ 
prefent  this  colony  in  faid  Congrefs,  to  confult,  advife  and  re- 
folve  upon  meafures  neceftary  to  be  taken  and  pui  futd  fci  the  de¬ 
fence,  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
faid  United  Colonies,  and  for  their  common  fafety  ;  and  of  fuch 
their  proceedings  and  refolves  they  do  tranfmit  authentic  copies, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  General  Affembly  of  this  Colony. 
That  the  faid  Delegates  now  appointed  do  repair  to,  and  take 
their  feats  in  faid  Congrefs,  by  the  firft  day  of  January  next,  in 
cafe  faid  Congrefs  (ha'll  be  then  fitting,  or  as  foon  after  as  faid 
Cono-refs  fhall^be  convened  ;  and  that  the  faid  geptlemen  who.  are 
now  attending  faid  Congrefs  in  behaifof  this  coiony,  do  continue 
in  their  faid  office  until  the  gentlemen  now  chofen,  and  directed 
to  attend  in  manner  aforefaid,  fhall  arrive  at  faid  Congrefs, 

“  A  true  copy  of  record ,  examined  by 

George  Wyllys,  Secretary A 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  January  8th,  was  read,  re¬ 
commending  a  ftranger  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Qualifications  of  perfons  applying  for  offices. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dyer,  be  added 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  inftruflions  to  the  officers 
employed  in  the  recruiting  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  the  feveral  petitions  of  gentlemen,  praying  to 
be  appointed  officers  in  the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Qualifications. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Juge  and  the  owner 
of  a  velfel  lately  arrived  in  Delaware,  for  leave  to  export  provifions 
to  the  amount  of  the  cargoes  by  them  imported, 

Refolved ,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  Secret  Committee. 

Vol.  II.  D  Refolved, 

■v.  • 


j  v  u  a  Nv4  l  s  of  Congrfss. 

Refolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  fecret  Committee. 

iie  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

iheC<immi»ee  on  the  «ate  of  the  Colonies  brought  in  a  report, 
%wuch  being  taken  into  confideration.  ^ 

Rsfoived,  That  another  battalion  be  raifedin  the  colony  of  North- 
Carol, na,  ,n  order  to  defeat  any  attempt  which  may  be  made  in  op- 
poht.on  to  the  meafures  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

refolved,  i  hat  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  referred 
till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  having  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  the  fame  was 

granted. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  to  morrow  be  aligned  for  taking  Jnto  confidera 
tion,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  the  propriety  of  opening  the 
poi  ts  after  the  firft  of  March  next.  ^ 

Flic  delegates  or  South-Carolina  having  informed  the  Congrefs, 
tnat  their  colony,  being  in  want  of  feaman,  had  given  orders  to  offer 
hign  wages  to  fuch  as  would  engage  in  their  fervice,  defired  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  opinion  of  Congrefs  on  this  matter. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five. 

,  mernt>ero chofen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. Huntington,  Mr.Paine, 
Mr.  Morns  and  Mr.  bloyd. 

Refolved ,  That  the  naval  Committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe 
a  fmall  veffel  for  a  tender.  r 

The  Committee  appointed  to  procure  powder  from  Providence, 
brought  in  a  report,  with  an  account  of  a  cargo  provided  for  that 
purpofe  by  Willing  and  Morris,  amounting  to  3233.2  dollars* 
whereupon,  9 

Refolved ,  T.  hat  the  faid  Committee  be  authonfed  to  give  fuch 
orders  to  the  captain  of  the  veffel,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Willing 
and  Morris,  for  the  faid  fum  of  3233.2  dollars.  ^ 

The  Committee  on  gen.  Wafhington’s  letters  brought  in  a  report 
which  being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  refolutions. 

Refolved ,  That  the  paymafler  general  of  the  army  at  Cambridge 
be  empowered  to  draw  bills  upon  the  Prefident  of  the  Congrefs, 
or,  in  their  recefs,  upon  the  Committee  of  Congrefs  for  that  pur'- 
pofe  appointed,  for  any  fums  of  money  which  may  be  depofited  in 
his  hands  not  exceeding,  in  any  one  month,  the  monthly  expence 
of  the  army,  and  that  fuch  bills  counterfigned  by  the  general  or 
‘commander  in  chief  of  the  faid  army  be  accepted  and  paid. 

That  the  free  Negroes  who  have  ferved  faithfully  in  the  army  at 
Cambridge  may  be  rcinlifled  therein,  but  no  other. 

That  if  gen*  Wafhington  think  proper,  colonel  R.  Gridley  be 
continued  chid  engineer  in  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

That  the  pay  of  the  affifiant  engineers  in  the  army  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  be  26  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  month. 


The 
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The  Committee  having  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  the  fame  was 

That  four  members  be  added  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Qualifications,  &c.  in  the  room  of  thofe  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Connecticut,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Duane,  for  New-York,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  for  the  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Rodney,  and  Mr.  Rogers,  for  Maryland. 

Refolved ,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Refolved ,  That  a  lift  of  the  Committees  who  have  not  reported, 
be  prepared  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  17,  1776. 

A  Petition  from  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs,  and  read. 

Re  Calved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harnfon,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petition  from  Ibbetfon  Hamar,  a  prifoner  at  Trenton,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read,  praying  for  leave  to  refide  at  Mr. 
Stainforth’s  near  Prince-Town. 

Rcfolved ,  That  the  fame  be  granted. 

A  memorial  from  the  captains  and  fubalterns  of  the  firft  Penn- 
fylvania  battalion  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  complaining 
of  the  condudl  of  their  colonel. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Quali¬ 
fications,  and  that  they  be  diredled  to  hear  the  parties,  and  report 
to  Congrefs. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  opening  the  ports  after  the  firft  of  March  next,  and  after 
fome  time,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  repor¬ 
ted,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  refolution,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  delivered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  confider  un¬ 
der  what  regulations  and  reftri£tions  the  trade  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies  ought  to  be  carried  on  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Dynch, 
Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Romans. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftru&ions  for  the  officers 

in  the  recruiting  fervice  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken 
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into  confide1  cition,  the  Congrefs  thereupon  came  to  the  following 

Refolded,  That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  ordered  to 
e  rat  e  do  immediately  order  their  officers,  on  recruiting  fervice 

*°  ,UC,  -Pai^S  w^iere  they  are  belt  known,  and  have  the  preateft 
probability  of  fuccefs. 

That  the  recruiting  officers  ought  to  be  careful  to  inlift  none  but 

iCu  t  1} ,  found  and  able  bodied  men,  and  not  under  fixteen  years 
of  age.  '  J 

1  hat  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  aforefaid  appoint  fome 
place  cr  places  of  rendezvous,  to  which  the  recruits  may  be  fent, 
and  where  the  battalions  may  be  quartered. 

That  the  greateft  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  behaviour  of 

the  troops  in  quarters,  that  they  may  give  no  reafonable  caufe  of 
complaint. 

-  hat  the  quarters  of  the  troops  be  duly  difeharged  once  every 
week. 


1  hat  an  allowance  of  one  dollar  and  a  third  of  a  dollar  per  man 
be  made  to  the  recruiting  officers  in  lieu  of  their  expences  in  recrui¬ 
ting,  excluiive  of  the  fubfiftance  money  allowed  them.  And  that 
in  cafe  any  man  be  inlifted  contrary  to  the  foregoing  regulations, 
the  pay  they  may  have  received,  and  the  fubfiftance  money  that 
may  be  paid  for  them,  /hall  be  flopped  from  the  pay  of  fuch  recrui¬ 
ting  officers. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  to  be  raifed  in  Penn- 
fyl vania,  befupplied  with  money  for  the  recruiting  fervice  by  the 
Committee  of  fafety  of  faid  colony,  and  difburfe  the  feme  to  the 
feveral  recruiting  officers;  the  colonels  and  other  officers  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  for  what  they  fhall  receive,  and  ail  arrears,  they  may  fall 
into,  to  be  flopped  from  their  pay. 

Refolded,  That  the  fum  of  one  dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dollar 
per  man  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion 
ior  each  man  by  them  inlifted,  who  fhall  have  paffed  mufter. 

Refolved ,  That  the  treafurers  be  empowered  to  advance  to  Mr. 
Regonville  a  fum  not  exceeding  400  dollars,  taking  his  draught 
or  bill  on  his  agent  in  Canada  for  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  dated  January  the  13th,  enclofing 
copies  of  letters  from  gen.  Woofler,  colonel  Arnold,  and  others, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  containing  an  account  of  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  made  to  gain  pofteffion  of  Quebec  by  Harm, 
on  the  3  1  ft  of  December,  and  of  the  death  of  gen.  Montgomery. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  matter  of  South-Carolina,  refpedl- 
ing  the  engaging  of  fcamen,  was  referred,  hrought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  January  18,  1776. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Church  was  refere¬ 
ed 
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ed  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration 
'Hefohtd, That  gov.  Trumbull  be  defired  to  givcorder  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  Dr.  Church  to  i'ome  more  comfortable  place  of  conline- 
ment,  than  that  where  he  now  is,  if  fuch  can  be  found  in  that  co¬ 
lony  ;  and  that  for  the  advancement  of  his  health,  the  faid  Dr. 
Church  be  permitted  to  ride  out  at  proper  feafons  under  a  tru hy 
«rUard,  who  will  be  careful  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  any  correl- 
pondence,  or  doing  any  act  prejudicial  to  the  fafety  and  welfare 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Frederick-town,  Maryland,  en- 
clofing  fundry  intercepted  letters, found  upon  Dr.  John  Smith,  one 
of  Connolly’s  affociates,  being  brought  by  the  guard  who  had  the 
charge  of  bringing  down  faid  Smith,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  offafety 
for  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  take  the  examination  of  faid  Dr. 
Smith,  and  then  commit  him  to  fafe  and  clofe  confinement. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  13th  of  Janua- 
arv,  with  the  enclofures,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

/ 

Frujay,  January  19,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  five  members  be  elefted  for  the  Committee  of 

claims  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Connecticut,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Floyd,  for  New-\ork,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  for  the  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Rogers,  for  Maryland,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Johnllon,  Mr.  E,  Rutledge,  for  South-Carohna,  in  the 

room  of  Mr  Gadfden.  * 

Dhe  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  Lancaiter  were  refer¬ 
red,  brought  in  an  anfwer  which  was  read,  and  approved. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  transcribed  and  forwarded. 

The  Cono-refs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee  on  the  matter  of  Soutli-Carolina,  refpefting  feamen  ;  where- 

^  Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  capt.  Cochran,  who  is  ar¬ 
rived  here  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  feamen,  to  purfue  the  fol¬ 
lowing  plan  In  the  inlifting  fervice,  in  which  he,  is  employed  by 
the  colony  of  Soutli-Carolina. 

That  he  offer  to  each  able  bodied  feaman  the  wages  of  eight  dol¬ 
lars  per  month,  and  that  he  pay  to  them  nine  dollars  bounty,  and, 
upon  their  arrival  in  South-Carolina,  the  further  bounty  o  l.v- 

dollarS-  That 
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iM'idge,  and  takf  theTdviw  andT^ a?teIyfto  thc  camP  at  Cam- 
on  this  affair,  and  proceed  to  inlift^f0”  ?enera'  Wa(hingt°n 
country,  as  will  be  the  lea  ft  •  r  !s/eamcn  m  parts  of  the 

.  That  prefident  write  ^general  War  C°nti,)ental  f!rvice- 
him  with  the  lituation  of  South  K  v  ^  afllington>  acquainting 

is  in  for  feamen,  anT^nn^R1"  ^  that  coI4 

fervice.  S  that  Ile  Wlil  pleafe  to  forward  this 

1  he  Comm, itee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due 

f  o  the  Committee  of  Berks  count,.  r„  Uue’ 

on  &c.  furn iihed  the riffle-companies  /  I1P.,°7  °T’  am“uniti- 

If™*.  fTf“  ^  rr  !■” a- 

'  detedt  1  hat  the  fame  be  paid. 

the  d(Ses  oteh-C  "  ^  dTn  (?n  the  trearurers  in  favour  of 
was  appropriated  for  Indian  ^ ^  10,000  dollars,  which 

The^Co^ncif  of  fofJtv^  for  the'th  “  f 

K&rsrs* 

John  Haflet,  Efq.  was  elected  colonel,  and 
running  Bedford,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel. 

commitS^^^J--  report  of  the 

Rcfolvcd ,  1  hat  four  battalions  be  raifed  in  f l  r  xt 

J&XLK  stetfftsft  r  ft 6”  p  & 

'*  »«'“ed  .he  J  of  .C“n' ’  y  C  f 

r*  r  ■" ,h,nt  «•  ••  te 

wiC  “  J'  ““i1"1  “  P—  d.p,.d“2 

■  V  f  ,  ’  nd  Promotc  the  fafety  of  the  whole, 

to  the* Gmncif ‘of ffif^of^ 

“•"tl  r?™«,  'vd,L„  to  SsS,;r; 

number  of  gentlemen,  at  leaft  two  for  each  command,  out  of  whom 
the  Congrefs  may  eledl  field-officers  for  faid  battalions. 

was  ^^Z:r^ffir“,ifiCati°nS  br0,‘Sht  "  3  ^0rt>  whi<* 

bc 

nanf  ‘3t  \T  tW°  clde,t  enl,Sns  be  promoted  to  be  fecond  lieute¬ 
nants  m  the  room  of  the  above. 

Thai  jacob  Sri|f0n)  '*  appo.intef  an  enfiSn  !n  hu'd  battalion. 
Jacob  ohJlus  be  appointed  quarter-mailer  of  faid  batta- 

- 1011# 
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The  committee  appointed  to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  officers, 
and  col.  Bull’s  defence,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  after  de¬ 
bate,  was  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Schuyler’s  letter  of  the  13th  of 
January,  with  the  papers  and  letters  enclofed,  was  referred,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conlideration  ;  whereupon 

Refokedy  That  the  American  army  in  Canada  be  reinforced  with 
all  poffible  difpatch,  as  well  for  the  fecurity  and  relief  of  our 
feiends  there,  as  for  better  iecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  not  on¬ 
ly  of  that  colony,  but  the  other  United  Colonies. 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  and  an  application  made  to  that  of  Pennfylvania,  immediate¬ 
ly  to  quicken  the  officers  employed  in  levying  the  forces  directed 
to  be  raifed  in  thofe  colonies,  and  marched  to  Canada,  and  do  all 
in  their  power  to  forward  the  fervice.  And  that  the  Committee 
of  infpection  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be  requeued 
forthwith  to  ufe  their  utmofl  endeavours  to  aid  Mr.  J.  Meafe  in 
procuring  of  the  houfeholders  therein,  fuch  blankets  as  may  be 
ipared  from  their  refpeftive  families,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion 
deflined  for  this  important  expedition  at  fo  fevere  a  feafon,  for 
which  the  owners  fhall  be  allowed  the  value  of  fuch  blankets  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  eflimation  of  the  faid  Committee  of  infpe&ion. 
And  that  colonel  Bull  and  colonel  Maxwell  do  without  delay  march 
fuch  of  the  companies  of  their  battalions  as  are  now  ready,  to  ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler. 

That  general  Wafhington  be  requeued  to  detach  from  the  camp 
at  Cambridge  one  battalion,  if  the  fervice  there  will  permit  him 
to  fpare  one,  with  orders  to  march  with  the  greatefl  expedition 
poffible  to  Canada. 

That  for  the  more  fpeedy  raifing  the  battalions,  ordered  on  the 
fkh  of  Jauuary  to  be  raifed  in  the  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  and  Pennfylvania,  for  the  defence  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  Affemblies,  Conventions, 
or  Councils  or  Committees -of  fafety  of  thofe  colonies  refpe&ively, 
to  exert  their  utmofl  endeavours  in  raifing  the  laid  battalions,  upon 
the  fame  pay  and  fubfiflence  as  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and  to 
furnifh  them  with  provifions,  ammunition,  and  other  necelfaries, 
for  expediting  their  march  to  Canada.  And  for  further  encourag¬ 
ing  the  men  more  cheerfully  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  to  give  a  bounty  of  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  to  every  able 
bodied  effeflive  man,  properly  clothed  for  the  fervice,  and  having 
a  good  firelock,  with  a  bayonet,  and  other  accoutrements,  and  four 
dollars  to  every  foldier  not  having  the  like  arms  and  accoutrements; 
the  arms  to  be  fupplied  by  the  colony,  and  the  coil;  to  be  deduc¬ 
ted  out  of  the  foldiers  pay  ;  and  alfo  to  provide  a  blanket  and  ha- 
verfack  for  every  inlifled  foldier,  and  moreover  to  advance  one 

months 
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month  s  pay  to  every  officer  and  foldier  before  their  march,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  purchafe  neceffary  cloathing. 

Tiiat  the  fir  It  two  companies  which  Ihall  be  complete  of  every 
battalion  do  march  to  that  country  fo  foon  as  they  Ihall  be  ready, 
and  be  followed  in  the  fame  numbers,  with  like  expedition,  by  the 
reft  of  the  corps.  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  General 
Aftemblies,  Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  fafety  of 
the  colonies  in  which  battalions  are  dire&ed’to  be  raifed  thatthev 
refpedively  attend  to  this  bufinefs.  ’  7 

1  he  Committee  defired  leave  to  lit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  ^ 

Saturday,  January  20,  1776. 

Refolded ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
ot  the  Committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of  1500a 
uchais,  for  the^  ufe  of  the  five  battalions  to  be  raifed  in  faid  colony* 
the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable* 

i.  he  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Cvipt.  Henry  Shylock,  for  his  expences  iri  bringing  Dr.  John 

Smith  Irom  Hagar’s-town,  and  for  his  expences  in  returning:  home, 
the  fum  of  89.3  dollars.  ^ 

To  John  Nelfon,  for  his  expences  in  bringing  the  faid  Dr.  John 
omith  fiom  the  Tittle  Meadows  to  Hagar’s-town,  and  for  his 
trouble  in  attending  him  to  this  city,  with  allowance  of  expences 
in  returning  home,  the  fum  of  75  dollars. 

10  Francis  Johnlon,  Tfq.  for  fundry  expences  incurred  bv 
guards  for  powder,  waggons,  &c.  the  fum  of  38  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  fupporting  feveral  prifoners  the  fum 
of  43.2  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Bull  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read,  praying  for  leave,  on  account  of  ill  treatment  he  had  receiv¬ 
ed  from  many  officers  of  his  corps,  to  refign  his  commiffion. 

The  committee  on  general  Schuyler’s  letter  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  came 
to  the  following*  refolutions, 

Refilved ,  That  general  Washington  be  defired  to  difpatch  a  ge¬ 
neral  officer,  if  he  can  be  fpared  from  the  fervice  at  Cambrido*e, 
to  command  the  army  in  Canada. 

That  it  being  neceftary  to  procure  a  large  quantity  of  fpecie  for 
the  operations  in  Canada,  which  cannot  be  fucccfsfully'carried  on 
without  that  article,  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  Aftemblies, 
Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  fafety  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent,  to  employ  proper  perfons  within  their  refpe&ive  colonies 
to  colled  all  the  gold  and  filver  coin  they  can,  and  inform  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  fum  colleded. 
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That  it  will  not  be  expedient  at  prefent  to  fend  a  Committee  of 
Congrefs  to  Canada : 

That  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  be  defired  to  difpatch  one  ton 
of  gun-powder  with  the  firft  companies  that  (hall  march  from 
Pennfylvania  to  Canada;  and  that  governor  Trumbull  be  defired 
to  fend  the  like  quantity  of  gun-powder  with  the  firft  detachment 
of  forces  directed  to  march  thither  from  Connecticut: 

That  the  Ioffes  fuftained  by  captain  Hazen  be  afcertained  by 
Commifiioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  in  Cana¬ 
da,  and  that  the  Commifiioners  report  their  proceedings*  with  the 
examination  of  the  witneffes,  and  their  own  opinion  thereupon, 
to  Congrefs: 

That  the  General  Affemblies,  Conventions  or  Councils  or 
Committees  of  Safety  of  the  Colonies,  in  which  forces  are  direct¬ 
ed  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  be  defired  to  raife  for  the 
fame  fervice,  one  company  of  matroffes,  confifting  of  forty  pri¬ 
vates,  in  each  colony,  under  proper  officers;  and  where  a  compa¬ 
ny  cannot  be  completed,  to  raife  as  many  as  they  can,  under  fub- 
altern  officers,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers: 

That  general  Woofter  be  defired  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  medi¬ 
cine  cheft  mentioned  by  colonel  Campbell,  to  be  claimed  by  doc¬ 
tor  Beaumont,  and  if  it  appear  to  him  to  be  private  property,  to 
pay  the  value  thereof  to  the  owner  : 

That  the  General  Affemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  or 
Committees  of  Safety  be  defired  to  take  the  moft  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  recovering  the  arms,  accoutrements,  batteaus,  tools,  and 
other  ftores  of  the  Continent,  faid  to  have  been  carried  off  by 
fome  of  the  foldiers,  who  have  returned  from  Canada  : 

That  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  each  of  the  General  Affem¬ 
blies  or  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  colonies  in  which, 
forces  are  direCted  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting  their  refpeCtive  regiments: 

That  from  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe,  and  to  prevent  delays, 
blank  commifiions  be  iffued  by  the  Prelident  for  the  field-officers, 
captains  and  fubalterns,  who  are  to  command  the  battalions  or¬ 
dered  to  be  raifed  for  Canada,  in  New-Hampffiire  and  Connecti¬ 
cut,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  fuch  gentlemen,  as  fhall  be 
judged  moft  proper  by  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
New-Hampftiire,  and  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecti¬ 
cut: 

That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  not  drawn  into  a  precedent : 

That  exclufive  of  colonel  Livingfton  and  his  regiment  already 
determined  on,  there  be  one  thoufand  Canadians  more  raifed,  for 
one  year,  or  during  the  prefent  difputes,  at  fix  dollars  and  two- 
thirds  bounty  and  the  ufual  pay,  which  number  fhall  compofe  four 
battalions.,  and  form  one  regiment,  five  companies  of  fifty  men  to 
each  battalion,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  one  enfign  to 
Vol.  II.  ,  E  each 
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a  i  company,  and  four  majors,  one  lieutenant  colonel  and  one 
colonel  to  the  whole  regiment  : 

That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be  defired  to 
provide  and  difpatch  fifes  and  drums  to  Canada,  for  the  two  red- 
ments  dire&ed  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

Refilved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  Delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  for  the  above  fum  of  12, too 
dollars  ;  and  m  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  Connecticut,  for  the 
like  fum  of  12,500  dollars;  and  in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of 
Nevv-)  ork,  for  the  like  fum  of  12,500  dollars  ;  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalions  to  be  raifed  for  Canada;  and  that  the  faid  Delegates  be 
del, red  to  forward  the  faid  fums  to  their  refpeftive  colonies  with 
all  expedition  ;  the  feveral  colonies  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  Prehdent  be  direfted  to  fend  an  exprefs  to 
general  Schuyler,  with  a  letter,  informing  him  of  the  meafures  the 
Congrefs  have  taken  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  and  defiring  him 
to  forward  the  fame  to  general  Woofter  : 

That  he  likewife  difpatch  an  exprefs,  with  the  like  information, 
to  general  Vi  alhington,  to  the  governor  of  Conr.eaicut,  and  the 
convention  or  council  of  Safety  of  New-Jerfey,  New- York,  and 
iNiew-Hamplhire. 

I  he  Committee  on  Qualifications,  having  recommended  the 

following  perfons  for  enfigns  in  the  firfl  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
viz. 


Nicholas  Scull,  J0hn  Brice, 

Jofeph  Greenway,  Richard  Rice, 

John  Irvine,  Major  Walibroon, 

trie  lame  were  agreed  to,  and  commilhons  ordered  to  be  given 
them  accordingly.  5 

Refolved ,  1  hat  the  lecret  committee  be  directed  to  {imply  the 
delegates  of  New-Jerfey  with  300  pounds  of  powder,  for  the  ufe 
of  colonel  Maxwell’s  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  Timothy  Matlack  deliver  to  the  delegates  of 
New-Jerfey,  or  their  order,  a  quantity  of  flints,  for  the?  ufe  of 
fanl  battalion,  and  ball  or  lead  proportioned  to  300  pounds  of 
powder. 

That  the  treafurers  with  all  expedition  fend  a  trufty  per  fork 
uUa  £  1000  in  Continental  bills  to  Samuel  Patterfon,  Efq;  and 
receive  in  exchange  for  the  fame  fo  much  in  filver  and  gold. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Mon  day,  January  22,  1776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  11th 
of  January,  two  from  lord  Stirling,  one  of  the  18th  and  another  of 
the  19th  of  January,  one  from  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  icth  of  Janu¬ 
ary, and  one  from  the  committee  of  Trenton, of  the  19th  of  January, 
alfo  a  petition  from  John  Sparling,  being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved \ 


Refolved,  That  the  above  letters  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 


The  members  chofen,  Mir.  W.  jmvingfton,  Mx.  Hooper,  ai  d 

Hr.  Adams.  . 

Refolved,  That  the  Prefident  be  empowered  to  employ  a  private 

fecretary,  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  l^due, 

To  Benedict  Arnold,  on  account  of  his  expences  in  his  expedi¬ 
tion  again  ft  Crownpoint  and  Ticonderoga,  a  ballance  amounting 
to  819  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Silas  Deane,  Eiq; 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Trenton  be  defired  to  fend 
o-eneral  Prefcot  and  captain  Chace  under  a  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

°  Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  conhder 
a  proper  method  of  paying  a  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  general  Montgomery :  . 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingfton,  Doftor  Franklin  and 

Mr.  Hooper.  r  , 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  field-officers  *or  the 

fecond  Canadian  regiment,  and 

Mofes  Hazen,  Efq;  was  ele&ed  colonel, 

Edward  Antil,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel. 

Refolved ,  That  the  United  Colonies  will  indemnify  colonel  Ha¬ 
zen  for  any  lofs  of  half-pay  he  may  fuftain  in  confequence  of  his 

entering  into  their  fervice.  .  ^  . 

Refolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  majors,  captains,  and  iub 
altern  and  ftaff-officers  in  the  fecond  Canadian  regiment,  be  left 
to  the  commander  in  chief  in  Canada,  with  the  advice  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  officers  in  that  country,  and  of  colonel  Hazen,  lieutenant 


colonel  Antil,  and  Mr.  Price. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  colonel  Bulls  ap¬ 
plication,  for  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion. 

Refolved ,  That  leave  be  granted  him. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  for 
the  firfl  Pennfylvania  battalion,  in  the  room  ot  colonel  Bull,  and 

John  Philip  de  H  aas  was  elected. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prifoner,  being 

prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  . 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be 
empowered  to  take  his  parole,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  refide  at 
J  ^  ^  n  C  cl  111  G  T  ♦ 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  M^onnald,  for 
leave  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  remain  there  five  days,  in  01 
der  to  tranfafl  fome  necefiary  bufinefs  ; 

Refolved ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Iuesday,  January  23,  1776. 

f  ^  ^ter  ^rom  general  Schuyler,  of  the  14th  of  January,  enclof-  , 
mg  a  letter  from  general  Arnold,  was  read  ; 

Ordered ,  I  hat  the  oecretary  draw  up  a  narrative  of  the  repulfe 
our  troops  met  with,  and  of  the  lofs  fuflained  in  their  unfuccefsful 
attempt  on  Quebec,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

1  he  me  mb  ci  s  cholen,  Mr.  LivmgAon,  Afr.  Lynch  and  Air. 
Wilfon. 

Refolved ,  That  the  articles  of  war  be  tranflated  into  French, 
and  500  copies  fent  to  Canada. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

.  Adam  Ekel,  for  Waggonage  from  Lancalfer  to  Cambridge 
with  captain  Smith  3  company  of  rifle-men,  a  ballance  of  43.3  dol¬ 
lars.  J  J 

To  Deborah  Siddens,  for  proyiflons  for  captain  Rofs’s  compa¬ 
ny,  the  fum  of  15.3  dollars. 

To  John  Jervis,  for  ferriage,  horfe  hire,  Sec,  the  fum  of  12 
dollars. 

To  the  Committee  of  Romboiet  Precinft,  in  Dutchefs  county, 
in  the  colony  ofNew-York,  the  fum  of  129.4  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  67  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  for  cafli  by  him  paid  to  Archibald 
Dick,  the  expences  of  a  guard  over  a  powder  waggon,  16.4  dol  • 
Jars, 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Indian  affairs,  which,  after  debate,  was  recommitted. 

Refolved >•  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Dela¬ 
ware,  for  the  fum  of  3000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  or¬ 
dered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony;  the  faid  Committee  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  expenditure. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

.Wednesday,  Ja?iuary  24,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  of  January  the  23d, 
was  read. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  the  repulfe 
our  troops  met  with  in  their  attempt  on  Quebec,  the  3  iff  of  De¬ 
cember,  which  was  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  publifhed. 

Refolved ,  That  fucli  of  the  foldiers,  ordered  to  Canada,  as  are 
married,  and  are  delirous  of  having  part  of  their  pay  given  to  their 
wives,  be  indulged  ;  and  that  the  captains  or  paymaiter  be  direct¬ 
ed,  :n  future  payment  of  fuch  foldiers,  to  dedudl  fuch  part  of  their 
monthly  pay.  Refolved , 
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Refolved,  That  the  prefident  be  dire&ed  to  inform  general 
Schuyler,  that  the  return  of  cannon  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  De¬ 
cember  2 1  ft,  is  miflaid,  and  that  therefore  he  is  defired  to  make 
a  return  as  foon  as  poffible  of  all  the  cannon  and  artillery  at  Crown- 
point  and  Ticonderoga,  exclufive  of  thofe  taken  by  colonel  J£nox 
for  general  Walhington. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Bankfon  be  appointed  a  firft  lieutenant  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Morgan,  who  is  in  the  country. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  feme  fojdiers  in  the 
firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  now  under  orders  to  march  to  Cana¬ 
da,  are  not  fupplied  with  arms  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  faid  battalion  be  di¬ 
rected  to  make  a  return  of  the  arms  of  faid  battalion,  and  how 
many  are  wanting,  to  the  prefident  of  the  Committee  of  infpeCti- 
on  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  defired  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influence 
•  to  provide  good  arms  for  fuch  of  faid  battalion  as  may  want  them. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  eftablifhing  a  war-office,  and  the  powers  with 
which  the  faid  office  fhould  be  veiled. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  E.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada  reported  a  draft,  which  being  read  and  confldered,  was 
approved. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  immediately  tranflated  and  printed. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  fum  of  1000  dollars,  to  enable  him 
to  fupply  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  with  provifions  on  their 
march  to  Albany  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
colonel  Hazen,  for  the  fum  of  533!  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  favour  of  colonel  Antil,  for  the 
fum  of  200  dollars. 

That  the  fum  of  2666§  dollars,  in  fpecie,  be  advanced, to  colonel 
Hazen,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  to  be  by  him  railed  in  Canada, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  January  25,  1776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  dated 
the  23d  of  January;  one  from  Ibetfon  Hamar,  and  from  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Huddlefton,  of  the  fame  date ;  and  one  from  the  Committee  of 
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LuHCuIvj,  Cx  l;1c  2 2d  of  January,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  correfponder.ee. 


il  letter  from  colonel  Maxwell,  refpe&ing  the  unprepared  flate 
or  his  battalion,  being  read, 


Refine. d,  nat  an  cider  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 

tne  Committee  of  Trenton,  for  the  fum  of  4000  dollars,  to  purchafe 

arms  for  colonel  Maxwell’s  battalion,  the  faid  committee  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

Refolvedy  1  hat  the  preiident  write  to  the  faid  committee,  and  to 
Mr.  — owry,  ihmulating  them  to  furnilh  colonel  Maxwell’s  batta¬ 
lion  with  the  articles  neceffary  for  their  march;  and  that  the  prefi- 
dent  write  to  colonel  Maxwell,  and  dircA  him  to  fend  forward  to 
Albany  the  liril  company  that  can  be  got  ready,  and  that  he  caufe 
the  other  companies  to  march  with  like  expedition,  one  at  a  time, 
as  fad  as  they  can  be  got  ready. 

Rejoined,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
examination  of  brigadier  general  Prefcot  and  captain  Chace,  who 
are  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

a  lie  committee  appointed  to  coniider  of  a  proper  method  of  pay- 
ino  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  oF  general  Montgo¬ 
mery,  bi  ought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  1 

It  being  not  only  a  tribute  of  gratitude  juftly  due  to  the  memo¬ 
ry  of  thofe  who  have  peculiarly  diltinguilhed  themfelves  in  the  glo¬ 
rious  caufe  of  liberty,  to  perpetuate  their  names  by  the  moll  du¬ 
rable  monuments  erected  to  their  honour,  but  alfo  greatly  condu¬ 
cive  to  infpirc  pollerity  with  an  emulation  of  their  illullrious  ac¬ 
tions; 

Refolved, ,  That  to  exprefs  the  veneration  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  their  late  general,  Richard  Montgomery,  and  the  deep  fenfe 
they  entertain  of  the  many  lignal  and  important  fervices  of  that 
gallant  officer,  who,  after  a  feries  of  fuccefles,  amidll  the  moll  dif- 
couraging  difficulties,  fell  at  length  in  a  gallant  attack  upon  Que¬ 
bec,  th  e  capital  of  Canada;  and  to  tranfmit  to  future  ages,  as  ex¬ 
amples  truly  worthy  of  imitation,  his  patriotifm,  condu6l,  bold- 
nefs  of  enterprize,  infuperable  perfeverance,  and  contempt  of  dan¬ 
ger  and  death  ;  a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or  any  other 
part  ot  France,  with  an  infeription  facred  to  his  memory,  and  ex- 
preflivc  of  his  aimable  charafler  and  heroic  atchievcments.  And 
that  the  Continental  trenlurers  be  dire&ed  to  advance  a  fum  not  ex¬ 
ceeding^  300  llcrling,  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  (who  is  defired 
to  fee  this  refolution  properly  executed)  for  defraying  the  expcnce 
thereof. 

That  Dr.  Smith  be  defired  to  prepare  and  deliver  a  funeral  ora¬ 
tion  in  honour  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  officers  and 
foldiers,  who  fo  magnanimoufly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  main¬ 
taining  the  principles  of  American  liberty. 

Refolved, 
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Refolded,  That  the  direction  of  the  fleet  fitted  out  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  be  left  to  the  naval  committee. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  14th  of  January, 
being  received,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr,  James  Meafe  be  appointed  a  commifTary  to 
fupply  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania  with  the 
articles  allowed  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his  trou¬ 
ble,  one  and  one-fourth  per  cent,  in  full  of  all  charges  for  the  mo¬ 
ney  palling  through  his  hands,  and  that  he  give  fecurlty  for  the 
juft  and  faithful  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

That  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Allen  take  the  fecurlty. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  the  fum  of  1 0,000  dollars, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  the  examination  of  general 
Prefcot  and  capt.  Chace,  made  report  of  their  proceedings  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  make  farther 
enquiry  into  the  character  and  conduct  of  general  Prefcot,  and  in- 
fpe£t  the  letters  of  general  Schuyler  and  general  Montgomery  con¬ 
cerning  him. 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  Roberdeau  be  requsfted  to  relieve  the 
guard  from  Trenton,  who  have  charge  of  general  Prefcot  and  cap¬ 
tain  Chace,  with  a  trufty  guard  from  his  battalion. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fortification  at  Crownpo.int  be  not  repaired; 
and  that  the  fortrefs  at  Ticonderoga  be  repaired  and  made  defen¬ 
fible;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  make  return  to  Con¬ 
grefs  as  foon  as  may  be,  of  the  fize  and  number  of  cannon,  that 
will  be  neceflary  to  fortify  that  place. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Fr  iday,  January  2 6,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  22(1  of  January,  enclofing 
a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New- York,  was  received 
and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
New-York,  to  confult  and  advife  with  the  Council  of  fafety  of 
that  colony,  and  with  general  Lee,  refpe£ting  the  immediate  de¬ 
fence  of  the  city  of  New-York  ;  and  that  general  Lee  be  diredled 
to  follow  the  determination  of  the  faid  committee  thereupon  : 

That  it  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the  faid  committee,  in  cafe  the  city 
cannot  be  defended,  that  they  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  immediately  to  remove  their  mod  valuable  effects  to  a  place 
of  fafety : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  farther  inftru&ed  to  confult  with 
general  Lee  and  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  about  the 
fortifications  on  Hudfon’s  river,  and  about  fortifying  the  pafs  at 
Hellgate :  The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Allen- 

efovedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider 

xr  at  a  ouar'ce  ought  to  be  made  for  paying  the  troops  raifed  in 
New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Allen. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  tteafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department, 

for  the  fum  of  iooo  dollars,  the  faid  commiffioners  to  be  account- 
able. 

.  A  Petition  from  fundry  perfons,  refpefting  the  inlifting  appren- 
tices,  was  prefented  and  read. 

A  letter  fiom  Pittfburg,  dated  the  15th  of  January  with  en- 
clofed  papers,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

.  Sa  turd  ay,  Jcuiuary  2  7,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  19th  of  January* 
cue  from  the  Committee  at  Trenton,  dated  the  24th,  one  from 
lord  Stnnng,  aated  the  25th,  and  one  from  T.  Lowry,  dated  the 
24th  of  the  fame  month,  were  read: 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Mr.- Wythe,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

±  0  colonel  C.  Wynkoop,  for  expences  in  bringing  a  party  of 
arifoners  from  St.John’s,  the  fum  of  765.7  dollars,  of  which  86.2 
dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  officers  of  the  faid  party  of  pri- 
foners : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  of  infpe&ion  of  Efopus  or  King- 
flon  be  dire&ed  to  fupply  the  prifoners  there  with  necelfary  cloath- 
mg,  and  alfo  to  provide  them  with  lodging  and  provifions,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  rations  allowed  to  privates  in  the  continental  army,  on 
the  mod  rcafonable  terms  they  can. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
coniideration  the  report  of  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  and  the  ftate  of  the  Indians  in  faid  depart¬ 
ment  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Rogers. 

Refolved ,  That  a  commifflon  ifiue  to  Cayafhota,  giving  him  the 
rank  of  a  colonel,  and  that  a  lilver  gorget  be  prefented  to  him. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confidcration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Jugc, 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Jugc  be  permitted  to  export  the  manufac¬ 
tures  or  produce  of  the  colony  of  Maryland  (horned  cattle,  hogs, 
fheep,  and  poultry  excepted)  to  any  port  or  place  whatfoever, 
(except  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Rrftifh  iffes,  the  Britifh  Wcft- 
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Indies,  and  except  for  the  fupply  of  the  Britilh  army  or  navy  in 
America)  to  the  amount  of  the  canvas  imported  by  him  into  the 
faid  colony ;  the  faid  value  to  be  afcertained  by  the  Committee  of 
infpedfion  and  obfervation  for  the  county  of  Baltimore  : 

Refolved,  neverthelefs,  that  the  indulgence  in  this  inftance  ought 
not  to  be  drawn  into  example,  the  fame  being  granted  to  Mr 
Juge  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  his  cafe;  and 
that  the  faid  Mr.  Juge  be  enjoined  by  the  aforefaid  Committee  of 
Baltimore,  to  avoid,  if  pofiible,  all  Britilh  (hips  of  war  and  armed 
cutters  on  his  voyage. 

A  memorial  from  H.  Keppele  and  John  Steinmetz  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  matter  of  inlifting  apprentices  and  perfons  in  debt. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  M‘Kean  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at 
Albany,  and  the  letter  from  V.  P.  Douw,  Efq;  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  report:  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  in  order  to  preferve  the  confidence  and  friendfhip 
of  the  Indians,  and  to  prevent  their  fuffering  for  want  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  a  fuitable  a  (Tort  men  t  of  indian  goods,  to  the  a- 
mount  of^  40,000  fterling,  be  imported  on  account  and  ride  of  the 
United-Colonies  : 

That  the  faid  goods,  when  imported,  be  divided  among  the 
different  departments  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  for  the 
Northern  Department,  comprehending  Canada,  £  I3?333  :b:8 
fterling ;  for  the  Middle  department  the  like  value ;  and  the  refidue 
for  the  Southern  department : 

That  in  order  to  pay  for  the  faid  goods,  a  quantity  of  produce 
of  thefe  colon  es  be  exported  to  fome  foreign  European  market, 
where  it  will  fell  to  the  bed  advantage: 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  contrail  with  pro¬ 
per  perfons  for  importing  faid  goods,  and  for  exporting  produce  to 
pay  for  the  fame  : 

That  the  faid  goods,  when  imported,  be  dilivered  to  the  com- 
miflioners  of  indian  affairs,  for  the  refpedfive  departments,  or  their 
order,  in  the  proportions  before  mentioned: 

That  the  refpedtive  commifiioners,  or  fuch  of  them  as  can  con¬ 
veniently  affemble  for  that  purpofe,  (hall,  as  the  goods  arrive,  fix  a 
price,  adding  to  the  firft  coft  intereft,  the  charge  of  infurance,  and 
all  other  charges,  and  alfo  a  commiflion  not  exceeding  two  and  an 
half  per  cent,  on  the  firft  coft,  for  their  own  care  and  trouble  in 
receiving,  ftoring  and  felling  them  to  the  Indian  traders;  but  fuch 
commifiioners  as  are  at  the  fame  time  members  of  Congrefs,  (hall 
Von.  II.  F  not 
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tb*a  Part  t^ie  bufinefs,  nor  receive  any 
part  of  the  aforefaid  commiffion :  * 

•3  r°  PCrfrn  ^a11  be  Permitted  to  trade  with  the  Indians 
thout  licence  from  one  or  more  of  the  commiffioners  of  each  ref- 
pective  department: 

fon^at  a"  traders  fhall  difpofe  of  their  goods  at  fuch  ftated  rea- 

*b  e  pnces’.  as.  (hal’bre  llxed  ai>d  afcertained  by  the  commiffio- 
e  s,  or  a  majority  of  fuch  as  can  conveniently  aflemble  for  that 

P3°  U  re/Pe*,v5  department,  and  (hall  allow  the  Indians 
a  cafonable  price  for  their  fkins  and  furrs  and  take  no  unjuft  ad- 

(h  II  TV  diftrefs  and  intemperance;  and  to  this  end  they 
a  lefpeaively,  upon  receiving  their  licences,  enter  into  bond  to 
the  commiffioners,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  fuch  pen¬ 
alty,  as  the  acting  commiffioners  or  commiffioner  ffiall  think  pro¬ 
per,  conditioned  for  the  performance  of  the  terms  and  regulations 
above  prefenbed  :  ® 

That  to  fuch  licenfed  traders  only  the  refpe&ive  commiffioners 

a  nC  J  e  £?°c]3> /°  to  imported,  in  fuch  proportions  as 
they  ffia]J  judge  wffi  bed  promote  a  fair  trade,  and  relieve  the  ne- 
ceiiities  of  the  Indians : 

That  every  trader,  on  receiving  the  goods,  ffiall  pay  to  the 
commiffioners  in  hand  the  price  at  which  they  ffiall  be  eftimated- 
and  the  commiffioners  ffiall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  money  ffiall 
come  to  their  hands,  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  continental  treafu- 
i-ers,  deducting  only  the  allowance  for  their  trouble  as  aforefaid: 

I  bat  the  trade  with  the  indian  nations  ftiall  be  carried  on  at 
uch  polls  and  places  only  as  the  commiffioners  for  each  depart- 
ment  mail  refpedlively  appoint :  r 

That  ti  de  refolutions  /hall  not  be  conftrued  to  prevent  or  debar 
any  private  perfon  from  importing  goods  for  the  indian  trade,  un- 
der  the  re/tn&ions  expreffied  in  the  affiociation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 


Monday,  January  29,  1776. 

A  letter  from  gov.  Irumbull,  dated  January  the  2cth,  beino 
received,  was  lead.  ^ 

Rcfolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  commi/fary,  for  the  fum  of  5000  dollars, 
ior  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

1  he  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  gen. 
Wa/hington,  dated  the  Jc^th  in  ft.  with  the  papers  therein  menti 
oned,  and  the  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  dated  the  24th,  and  the 
letter  from  the  committee  at  Trenton,  dated  the  day  lafl  menti¬ 
oned,  brought  in  their  report;  whereupon, 

llefolved ,  That  the  applications,  made  by  gen.  Wa/hington  to  the 
governments  of  New-Hampffiire,  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  Connec¬ 
ticut,  in  /uch  an  exigency,  to  raife  a  regiment  in  each  ofthofc  colo¬ 
nics 
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files  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  were  prudent,  confident  with  his 
duty,  and  a  farther  manifeftation  of  his  commendable  zeal  for  the 
good  of  his  country;  that  the  ready  attention  of  the  faid  govern¬ 
ments  to  thofe  applications,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  un¬ 
dertook,  and  the  expedition  with  which  they  proceed  in  the  bu- 
finefs,  are  additional  proofs  of  their  meritorious  attachment  to  the 
common  caufe,  and  may  produce  fignal  public  advantages;  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  Aflembly  of  Maflachufetts*- 
Bay,  to  raife  the  like  number  of  matrofles,  and  in  the  like  manner, 
and  that  both  thefe  and  the  additional  regiment  there  be  inlifted  on 
the  fame  terms  as  thofe  diredfed  to  be  raifed  for  this  fervice  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  Connecticut,  New-York,  and  Pennfylvania;  and  for 
this  purpofe  that  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  forwarded  by  them  with  blank  military 
commiffions  for  the  field  officers,  captains  and  fubalterns,  lignedby 
the  Prefident  to  the  faid  general  aflembly  : 

That  the  three  regiments  to  be  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  Ma- 
fTachufetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  be 
exclufive  of  the  thirteen  intended  to  reinforce  the  army  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  : 

That  the  lofs  of  and  damage  to  fuch  fire  arms  belonging  to  the 
foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Continent,  as  fliall  happen,  not  through 
careleflnefs  or  mifbehaviour,  the  value  being  afcertained  in  a  pro¬ 
per  manner,  to  be  provided  by  the  general  aflemblies,  conventi¬ 
ons  or  councils  or  committees  of  Safety  of  the  United  Colonies  re- 
fpeClively,  be  made  good  to  the  owners;  and  that  their  arms,  after 
their  time  of  fervice  expired  be  not  detained  from  them: 

That  the  alertnefs,  activity  and  good  conduct  of  lord  Stirling, 
and  the  forwardnefs  and  fpirit  of  the  gentlemen,  and  others,  from 
Elizabeth-town,  who  voluntarily  affifted  him  in  taking  the  fhip 
Blue  Mountain  Valley  were  laudable  and  exemplary;  and  that  his 
lordlhip  be  direCfed  to  fecure  the  capture  until  the  further  order  of 
the  Congrefs;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  caufe  fuch  part  of  the 
loading,  as  would  otherwife  perifh,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  fale. 

The  committee  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  which  was  granted. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Wheelock,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  commiteee  on  indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Hugh  M’Clenahan,  an  exprefs  from  Pittfburg,  for  expen- 
ces,  Sc c.  the  fum  of  46.2  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  gen.  Prefcot  be  committed  to,  and  kept  in  clofe 
confinement  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  till  further  orders  of  Con¬ 
grefs. 

That  capt.  Chafe  be  remanded  to  Trenton,  and  permitted  to  re- 
f]de  with  the  other  officers  on  his  parole, 

A 


1 


A  memorial  and  propofal  of  capt.  John  Nelfon,  refpe&ing  a 

company  of  riffle-men  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

.  eJ°  tL^’  ^iat:  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  confer 
with  capt.  Nelfon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Wifner  and  Mr  Sher- 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  January  30,  1776. 

Rejolved ,  That  Dr.  Cadwalader  and  Dr.  Shippen  jun.  be  defired 
to  infpect  the  room  of  the  goal  where  gen.  Prefcot  is  confined,  and 
enquue  into  the  date  of  his  health,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

1  lie  committee  appointed  to  conferwith  capt.  Nelfon,  brought 
in  their  leport,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  thereupon. 
That  capt.  Nelfon  s  company  of  riffle-men  now  raifed 
confiding  of  one  capt.  three  lieutenants,  four  fergeants,  four  cor - 
poials  and  fe\enty  privates,  be  in  1 1  ded  for  the  fervice  of  Canada, 
on  the  fame  terms  as  the  other  troops  ordered  for  that  fervice,  and 
that  they  march  to  Canada,  and  join  a  regiment  there  as  foon  as 
poflible ;  that  they  be  allowed  one  cjuarter  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for 
their  fubfidance  on  their  march  to  Albany. 

I  hat  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  bounty  be  paid  to 
each  non  commifiioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  is  furmfhed  with 
Sufficient  arms,  accoutrements  and  cloathing  for  the  fervice,  upon 
their  entering  into  the  fervice  of  the  Colonies,  and  one  month’s  pay 
to  the  commifiioned  officers. 

That  900  dollars  be  advanced  to  faid  capt.  Nelfon  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  for  the  fubfidance  of  faid  company  to  Reading  : 

That  the  fum  of  700  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  in- 
fpe&ion  at  Reading;  that  faid  committee  pay  one  month’s  wages 
to  the  non  commifiioned  officers  and  foldiers  upon  their  arrival 
there,  and  deliver  the  refidue  of  faid  fum  to  capt.  Nelfon,  for  the 
fubfidance  of  faid  company  in  their  march  from  thence  to  Albany; 
he  to  account  for  what  money  he  receives  with  gen.  Schuyler. 

The  officers  of  faid  company  are  John  Nelfon  captain,  Mofes 
Dicker  fird  lieutenant,  Adam  Ott  fecond  ditto,  Ifaac  Newkirk 
third  ditto. 

Th  e  committee  to  whom  gen.  Wafiiington’s  letter  of  the  14th 
of  January,  was  referred  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  ta¬ 
ken  into  confideration,  and  thereupon, 

Refolvcd ,  That  all  the  tent-cloth  which  can  be  procured  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  and  New-York  be  purchafcd  for  the  Congrefs,  and  that 
the  cpiantity  necefiary  for  the  enluing  campaign  in  the  army  before 
Bodon,  be  forwarded  thither,  if  fo  much  is  to  be  had  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  afiemblies  in  New-Eng- 
land,  to  affid  the  general  in  procuring  arms  ;  and  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  fuch  of  them  as  have  already  done  fo* 
That  Mr.  James  Meafe,  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
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Alfop,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris,  in  New-York,  be  direfted  to  carry 
the  former  refolution  into  execution. 

The  committee  on  the  enliftment  of  apprentices,  &c.  brought 
in  their  report,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration,. 

Refolved ,  That  no  apprentice  whatfoever  be  inlifted  within  the 
colonies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  counties  on  Delaware 
or  Maryland,  as  a  foldier  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies/ without  the  confent  of  his  mailer  or  miilrefs  fir  ft  obtained  in 
writing;  and  that  all  apprentices  now  inlifted  as  foldiers  in  the  faid 
army  or  navy,  without  fuch  confent,  be  immediately  difeharged 
from  the  fervice,  on  the  application  of  their  mailers  or  miftrefies, 
upon  payment  of  all  juft  and  reafonable  charges  of  their  inliftment: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  creditors,  whofe  demands  againft 
any  perfon  who  is  inlifted,  or  (hall  inlift,  in  the  continental  fer¬ 
vice,  ihall  not  amount  to  the  value  of  35  dollars,  not  to  arreft  any 
fuch  debtor  till  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  he  is  inlifted. 

That  every  perfon  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  inlifting 
himfelf  in  the  army  or  navy  aforefaid,  may,  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  fuch  inliftment,  obtain  his  difeharge,  by  refunding  the 
money  received  from  the  recruiting  officer,  and  returning  fuch  ne- 
cefiaries  as  may  have  been  fupplied  him  by  the  officer,  or  the  value 
thereof  in  money. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum 
of  1000  dollars,  to  difeharge  a  draught  of  the  pay  mailer  general, 
for  fo  much  depofited  with  him,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confederation  an  application  from  the  Committee  of  fafety  for 
New-York. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr. Lee, 
and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Refolved ,  That  the  naval  committee  be  impowered  to  draw  on 
the  treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding  30,000  dollars,  in  order  to 
difeharge  fundry  debts  by  them  contrafted. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  added  to  the  committee  of  fe- 
cret  correfpondence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  31,  1776. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  lord  Stirling,  dated  the  oi 

January;  one  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  of  the  30th,  one 
from  colonel  St.  Clair,  of  the  27th,  and  one  from  colonel  Max¬ 
well  of  the  31ft  of  the  fame  month,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
colonel  Maxwell  refpe&ing  the  ftate  of  his  regiment,  and  report 
the  means  of  facilitating  and  haftening  his  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingfton  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  report 
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A  report  from  Dr.  Cadwalader  and  Dr.  Shippen 
tlie  room  where  general  Prefcot  is  confined,  and  the 
genera  s  ealth,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
r.  e  .  ongref£ ;  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  colonel 
Lancafter  refpe<ftl"S  the  en,illm«nt  of  fome  of  the  prifoners  at 

Refolvcd,  That  the  prifoners  who  have  been  enlifted  into  the 
continental  army  be  difcharged,  and  that  no  more  be  inlifted. 

rdered.  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolve  be  fent  to  the 
committee  of  Lancafter. 

The  committee  to  whom  fundry  letters  were  referred,  on  the 
27th  mftant,  brought  in  a  farther  report ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Barbarie,  owner  of  the  ftoop  and  cargo  faid 
to  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  retaken  by  one  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  veffels  of  war,  ought  to  make  and  profecute  his  claim  to 
the  lame  before  the  court  appointed  or  to  be  appointed,  by  the  <r0- 
vernment  of  the  colony  to  which  the  faid  ftoop  and  cargo  were  ear¬ 
ned,  to  hear  and  determine  caufes  civil  and  maritime,  where  a 

procefs  ought  to  be  inftituted  to  confirm  the  recapture,  and  adiuft 
the  lalvage.  J 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Maxwell 
brought  in  their  report;  whereupon 

Refolvcd ,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  commiftary  for  the  battali¬ 
ons  in  New- Jerfey ,be  dire&ed  to  procure  all  neceffiaries,  except  arms, 
for  colonel  Maxwell’s  regiment  immediately;  and  that  the  coft  of 
the  cloathing  and  other  articles  abfolutely  effential,  which  the  non- 
commifiioned  officers  and  privates  are  to  pay  for,  be  by  the  faid 
commiffiary  procured  forthwith,  the  coft  thereof  to  be  deduced 
out  of  the  pay  of  the  faid  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  ; 
and  that  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New- Jerfey 
get  the  arms  already  ordered  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and  af¬ 
ford  Mr.  Lowry  all  affiftance  in  the  execution  of  the  above  : 

That  the  company  in  the  faid  regiment  which  is  neareft  beino- 
furni fhed,  be  fupplied  by  any  arms  and  neceftaries  in  the  faid  bat> 
talion,  and  marched  for  Canada,  and  that  the  other  companies  be 
furnifhed,  and  marched  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  lord 

p  •  |  •  ^  ^ 

Stirling, 

Refolvcd ,  That  tlie  private  adventures  of  the  captain  and  mates 
of  the  tranfport  Blue  Mountain  Valley  be  delivered  to  them,  and 
that  they  be  permitted  to  return  to  England. 

The  delegates  for  Maftachufett’s-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  an 
account  of  their  appointment,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  hon. 
John  Hancock,  Efq.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Mr.  Eldrige  Gerry,  Efqrs.  are  elected  to  reprefent  the 
faid  colony  in  Congrefs,  for  the  year  1776. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

T  HURSDAV 
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Thursday,  February  1.  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  fum  of  3 3 3 1  dollars,  for  the  ufe 
of  Mr.  J.  Walker,  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in 
the  fouthern  department,  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  date 
of  the  treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cufhing: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Prefect  be  allowed  the  attendance  of  his 
fervant,  and  of  a  phyfician,  in  cafe  his  health  require  it. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania  be  de- 
fired  to  take  the  parole  of  fuch  officers  who  are  prifoners  now  in 
Philadelphia,  and  order  them  to  their  refpeCtive  places  of  refi- 
dence. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  eftablilhing  pods  and  expreffes,  and  after  debate, 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  podponed  ; 
and  that  in  the  mean  while  Dr.  Franklin  be  directed  to  write  to 
the  pod-maders,  and  enquire  on  what  terms  expreffes  can  be  pro¬ 
cured. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  2.  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler  dated  2  2d  and  25th  January, 
accompanied  with  an  account  of  his  expedition  to  Tryon  county, 
and  enclofing  fundry  difpatches  from  Canada,  and  other  papers, 
being  received,  were  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E. 
Rutledge,  and  Mr.  M‘Kean. 

A  receipt  of  general  Schuyler  for  f.  7829  19:0  Pennfylvania 
currency,  equal  to  20878,5  dollars,  fent  him  by  order  of  the  30th 
of  December  was  laid  before  Congrefs. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Wayne  being  read, 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  directed  to  quarter  his  batta¬ 
lion  in  and  near  Chefler,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs,  or 
of  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  for  that  purpofe  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  deliver  Mr.  J.  Meafe  a  copy  of  co¬ 
lonel  Wayne’s  letter,  fo  far  as  refpeCts  the  fupplying  his  battalion 
with  neceffaries. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  M.  Afpden  was  refer¬ 
red,  brought  in  their  report,  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Matthias  Afpden  be  permitted  to  export  in 
the  floop  Tryal,  consigned  to  him  from  Port  au  Prince,  the  pro¬ 
duce  or  manufactures  of  thefe  colonies,  (horned  cattle,  fheep,hogs, 
poultry,  and  lumber  for  making  calks  excepted)  to  Port  au  Prince, 
to  the  amount  of  1800  pounds,  Pennfylvania  currency  : 

That  the  above  permiffic  n  be  not  drawn  into  precedent,  and 

that 
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.it  Mr.  Afpden  take  every  poffible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britifh 
men  or  war  and  cutters  on  the  voyage. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Keppele  and  Stein- 
metz  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  whereupon 

Rrfohed,  That  the  Memorialifts  have  no  juft  claim  to  fatisfafti- 
on  or  reparation  for  the  lofs  of  their  (hip  and  cargo,  feized  by  one 
of  the  king  s  (hips  of  war,  and  detained  by  admiral  Greves  and  Ire¬ 
ne.  a  Howe,  either  out  of  the  continental  treafury,  or  out  of  the 
value  of  the  death, ng  fent  hither  to  fupply  the  Britiffi  troops  at 

L-ohon,  and  intercepted  and  difpofed  of  to  the  ufe  of  the  Ameri- 
can  army. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  an 
-ixounl  o.  the  prifoners,  the  names  of  the  officers,  and  their  places 
o.  reftdence,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wifner. 

memoria  10m  the  rev.  Mr.  Samfon  Oceum  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  indian  affairs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  5.  1776. 

Mohed  That  general  Schuyler  be  direfted  to  have  the  arms 
®f  luth  of trooPs  marching  to  Canada,  as  pafs  through  Al¬ 
bany,  carefully  examined  there;  and  fuch  of  them  as  are  deficient 
and  want  repair  exchanged  for  the  good  effective  arms  taken  from 
the  tones,  and  to  order  thofe  exchanged  and  left,  to  be  repaired. 

ihe  committee  to  whom  general  Schuyler’s  letters  were  refer¬ 
red  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  conf, deration 
and  thereupon,  * 

Refolved,  That  general  Schuyler  has  proceeded  in  difarmW 
fucli  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Tryon,  in  the  colony  of  Nevd 
York,  as  were  difaffedbed,  and  providing  for  the  future  tran¬ 
quility  of  thofe  parts,  with  fidelity,  prudence,  and  difpatch,  and 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  proper  temper  towards  that  deluded 
people,  and  thereby  performed  a  meritorious  fervice  : 

1  hat  the  cheerfulnefs  and  ready  affiflance  of  thofe  who  accom¬ 
panied  general  Schuyler  in  his  march  to  the  county  of  Tryon,  and 
their  ufeful  fcrvices  in  that  expedition,  discovered  fuch  a  patriotic 
fpirit,  that  it  is  hoped  none  of  them  will  allow  their  countrymen 
to  entertain  a  fiifpicion  that  any  ignoble  motive  a&uated  them,  by 
requiring  a  pecuniary  reward,  especially  when  they  were  employed 
m  lupprefliiig  a  mifcltief  111  their  own  neighbourhood  : 

i  hat  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  lafl  month,  for 
fending  fhip-wrights  from  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Philadel- 
pina,  to  build  batteaus  at  Ticonderoga,  be  fuperfeded ;  and  that 
general  Schuyler  be  deiired  to  employ  any  fuch  artificers,  as  he 
him!  think  proper,  in  that  bufmefs: 

i  hat  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  iduc  warrants  for  compleat- 
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in  o'  the  regiment  dire&ed  to  be  railed  in  New-York  for  the  fervice 
ofCanada ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  that 
colony  to  appoint  fuch  officers  thereof,  as  general  Schuyler  hath 
nominated: 

That  the  appointments  by  general  Schuyler  of  Mr.  Hubbard 
Brown  to  be  conductor  of  artillery,  Gyfbert  Marfelis,  Efq.  to  be 
barrack-mailer,  Mr.  Peter  Schuyler  to  take  charge  of  the  arms, 
and  Mr.  Philip  Van  Ranfelair,  to  be  {lore-keeper  at  Albany,  be 
confirmed ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  delired  to  inform  Con- 
grefs  of  the  proper  falaries  to  be  annexed  to  thofe  offices  : 

That  General  Schuyler  be  defired  to  procure  ikilful  perfons  to 
affiil  general  Woofter  in  exploring  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  to 
conilruCt  the  armed  boats  to  be  kept  there,  according  to  a  former 
refolution  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  bounty  given  by  general  Schuyler  for  encouraging  men 
to  enter  into  the  Canadian  fervice  be  approved,  in  confideration  of 
the  fevere  climate  and  inclement-  feafon  : 

That  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  lafl  month, 
refpe&ing  the  provifions  and  (lores  to  be  fent  to  fort  George,  it 
was  intended  as  general  Schuyler  underilood  it,  that  he  ffiould  be 
fupplied  with  fuch  of  thofe  articles  as  he  ffiould  require  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  employ  fuch  batteau-men 
as  are  in  or  near  Albany,  inftead  of  thofe  it  was  recommended  to 
the  convention  of  New-York  to  procure,  upon  the  beil  terms  he 
can,  and  to  acquaint  Congrefs  for  what  wages  they  will  ferve: 

That  captain  Wyncoop  be  employed  under  commo¬ 

dore  Douglafs,  in  the  naval  department. 

Ordered,  That  general  Schuyler’s  narrative  of  his  march  into 
Tryon  county  be  publiffied  in  the  news-papers. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samfon  Occum,  one 
of  the  Mohegan  Indians,  in  Connecticut,  was  referred,  brought 
in  their  report;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  friendly  commerce  between  the  people  of  the 
United  Colonies  and  the  Indians,  and  the  propagation  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  civil  arts  among  the  latter,  may 
produce  many  and  ineilimabie  advantages  to  both  ;  and  that  the 
commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  be  defired  to  confider  of  proper 
places  in  their  refpe&ive  departments  for  the  relidence  of  minifters 
and  fchoolmafters,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment  be  defired  to  enquire  of  Mr.  Jacob  Fowler  of  the  Mon- 
tauke  tribe  of  Indians  on  Long-Iiland,  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Johnfon 
of  the  Mohegan,  upon  what  terms  they  will  reiide  among  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  and  inftru6l  them  in  the  Chriftian  religion. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Dohicky  Arundel,  who  was  recommended 
to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  by  Mr.  Lewis,  be  defired  to  repair  to 
general  Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  direded  to  exa- 
Vol.  II.  G  mine 
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mine  him,  and  if  he  finds  him  capable,  and  fuitably  qualified,  to 
employ  him  in  the  artillery  fervice  in  Canada. 

.1  i*  ^ldwaPtldtT  having,  in  a  letter  to  the  prefident,  reprefent- 
e.  ,  t  at  ^ing  lent  foi  by  general  Prefcot  lafl  Saturday  night,  he 
oan  lini  in  a  ^angerous  Hate  or  health  ;  and  farther  expreffing  an 
appiemn  ion,  that  tne  dampnefs  of  the  room  may  endanger  the 
genera  ^  ire,  if  he  lemains  there  long  ;  it  was  thereupon 
.  Re[°Rjed>  1  hat  Dr.  Cadwallader  be  defired  to  have  proper  lodg¬ 
ings  provided  for  general  Prefcot;  and  that  general  Prefcot  be 

removed  from  the  goal  to  faid  lodgings,  and  there  kept  under  a 
guard  :  *  Jr 

T>'  c°mmanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  the  barracks  of 

Prefcot  ^  ^  direaed  t0  keep  a  ProPer  Suard  over  general 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  February  6.  1776. 

.  fA  !etter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  New- York  was  read, 
informing  that  general  Clinton  arrived  there  on  the  4th  inft.  but 
that  it  was  apprehended  his  destination  was  to  the  fouthward. 

Ordered ,  I  hat  a  copy  of  faid  letter  be  fent  to  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  colonel  Heard  having  per¬ 
formed  the  fervice  enjoined,  him,  was  ready  to  make  report  of  his 
proceedings; 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  colonel  kieard,  and  receive  his  report. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
M‘Kean.  ® 

A  petition  from  fundry  captains  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  whereupon  ; 

Refilled,  That  the  fum  of  one  dollar,  and  one  third  of  a  dollar, 
be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  two  firft  New-Jerfey  battalions’ 
for  every  recruit  by  them  raifed,  and  that  has  paffied  mufter. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Reading  in  Berks  county,  was 
Tend,  mentioning  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  prifoners,  and  defiring 
to  know  how  they  are  to  be  fupported  ;  6 

*  Refolved ,  1  hat  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  contraft  for  fupplying  the  prifoners. 

Refolved ,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  in 
the  room  of  thofe  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

I  he  committee  on  the  regulations  of  trade  after  the  firft  of  March 
next,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Thurfday  next,  then  to 
be  confidered  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Rejolvedy  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  encourage  fullers 

to 
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to  attend  the  army  in  Canada;  and  that  they  return  fuch  fpecie  as 
thev  fhall  receive  for  the  articles  they  fupply  it  with,  to  the  com- 
milfary,  who  fhall  draw  orders,  counterfigned  by  the  general, 
for  the  amount  thereof,  upon  the  Prehdent ;  by  which  a  fumcient 
flock  may  be  in  hand  to  pay  off  the  foldiers,  and  the  rifle  and  ex- 
pence  of  fending  money  for  that  purpofe  may  be  avoided. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Heard,  laid 
before  Congrefs  a  lift  of  nineteen  perfons  taken  into  cuftody  by  him 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  brought  to  Philadelphia: 
alfo  two  oaths  taken  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hong  . 
land  ;  one  upon  delivering  up  their  arms,  and  the  other  refpeCtmg 

their  future  conduct.  .  .  TTT1  i  t  r  u 

The  names  of  the  prifoners  are,  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Joseph 
French,  John  Polhemus,  Nathaniel  Moor,  Samuel  Hallet,  Willi¬ 
am  We v man,  John  Shoals,  John  Willet,  Gilbert  Van  W yck,  Da¬ 
niel  Kiffam,  Jacob  Mott,  Gabriel  G.  Ludlow,  Charles  Hicks, 
Samuel  Martin,  Samuel  Clowes,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Weeks, 

David  Brooks,  John  Townfend. 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  prifoners  be  fent.  to  New  A  ork,  and  oe- 

livered  to  the  order  of  the  convention  of  that  colony,  who  are  re- 
quefled  to  confine  or  fecure  the  faid  .prifoners,  until  an  enquiry  be 
had  by  the  convention  into  their  conduct,  and  report  thereof  made 

to  this  Congrefs.  .  .  . 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  confer  with  colonel  Heard  about 

the  mode  of  fending  the  prifoners  to  New-  York.. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  George  Kennedy,  on  fundry  certificates  by  him  produced 
the  fum  of  427.1  dollars,  of  which  338.9  dollars  being  for  riifies, 
&c.  furnifhed  to  captain  Morgan’s  company  of  nffiemen  from.  Vir¬ 
ginia,  ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  company,  and  the  remainder 

to  the  continent. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid.  . 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  jn  a 
refolution  reTpefting  the  exportation  of  naval  fiores  for  the  public 

f  V I C  C  , 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr 

Paine,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  7.  iVjG* 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour 
of  Peter  Webbers,  an  exprefs,  for  the  fum  of  8  dollars,  for  the 

time  he  has  been  detained  in  town. 

Two  letters  from  Lord  Stirling,  one  of  the  2d  and  the  other  ot 

the  5th  of  this  month,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen, Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Rutledge, aria  Mi.  «  yt ie' 

I  he 


52 


Journals  of  Cong 


RESS. 


tee^on'tfeTlS  frorkthlt0  COnfiderati°"  the  rePort  the  commit- 
fpea,;,g  the  pnfon^StSe^  ^ 

brouSin  haantd1,tofth,e  ^  *  the  committee  who 

of  til  prifonit,  ■  committee  appointed  to  take  an  account 

i  fiat  it  be  an  inftrudhon  to  the  commltfpp  f  .  T 

tulations  entered  into  with  the  pnTonen  S  £  1““"/, °T' 
render,  to  have  the  paroles  of  tZ  T  f,  Ume  °f  thelr  fur' 

their  refpedlive  nlndc  of  r.i  fficern  taken,  to  order  them  to 
duly  obferved  L  ,  ‘  J  *°  that  the  capitulations  be 

punftually  carried  into  execution  and'fi^  ].eJ pe6llnlf  the  prifoners 

Mi  srsar, "  pref'”'  * 

Kejolved,  That  two  more  be  added. 

I  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

Mr.  faZiulk  for°tWbe  °"  ^  treafurers  ^  favour  of 

b.  .i;.  „S  .C JZ  t  .dol,?r\for  tlle  .<e  of  the 

able:  d  Pennfylvania,  he  to  be  account- 

theTfhm  ofin  nneAblldraWn  favour  of  the  nava!  committee,  for 
the  lum  of  .0,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  difeharcre  the  debts 

"tW  th0nftraaefd’  th£  fa,'d  to  be  accountable 

,  r  fumr  ofr25°.ooo  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter 
neral,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  at  Cambridge.  1P  8 

\  lh,e  C,°mm,ttcc  on  the  letter  from  Reading  reported  that  thev 
•  ave  had  a  conference  with  David  Franks,  Efq.  agent  to  the  con^ 
tailors  for  v, anal!, ng  the  king’s  troops,  who  fafs  hewllorde 

"£££  * ,ffued  t0  the  prifoners  late]p  to 

Rcfoived,  That  D.  Franks,  Efq.  be  permitted  to  viftual  the 
thereof;8  “  t0  his  Mls  t0  the  expend 

That  direftions  be  given  to  Henry  Holler  to  furnilh  fald  prifon¬ 
ers  with  fuel land  other  neceflaries.  P 

FriTlHl?l  I'0”!  Mufrrf’  Sanfom’  and  co-  Jacob  Watfon,  and 

cZt  r  Rh,,neIa"der  ofthe  of  New- York,  was  prefented  to 
v^ongrt.s  and  read.  t 

Rejohed,  That  thp  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Read. 

read  P  ”  °f  ‘Crre  L1'arT‘e  being  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

,T!lat  ^  be  referred  to  the  feeret  committee, 
w jo.vcd,  I  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  Journals  and  report  a  lift  of  the  matters  yet  unfiniflied.)  " 

The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr 
Smith. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  8.  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  the  money  voted  yefterday  be  fent  to  the  pay- 
matter  general,  under  the  care  of  colonel  Bull,  and  two  other 
trufty  perfons. 

The  treafurers  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  an  account  of  fundry 
draughts  by  them  paid,  viz. 

1775.  Augutt  23.  One  in  favour  of  John  Meafe  by  general 
Wafhington,  for  2(56f  dollars. 

Nov.  27.  One  in  favour  of  Dr.  Franklin,  by  James  Warren, 
for  7  1 1 1  dollars. 

1776.  Feb.  2.  One  in  favour  of  Cox  and  Furman,  by  ditto,  for 
looo  dollars. 

Feb.  6.  One  in  favour  of  John  Beane,  by  ditto,  for  750  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  fums  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
James  Warren,  the  pay-matter  general. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  contract 
with  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  colonel  Wayne’s  battalion  with  the 
rations  allowed  them : 

Alfo  with  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  the  Pennfylvania  troops 
,on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  and  with  a  proper  perfon 
to  fupply  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  counties  on  De¬ 
laware,  while  in  that  government. 

The  member?  chofen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Tench  Tilghman,  for  efcorting  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
general  Schuyler,  the  fum  of  286.9  dollars. 

To  Azariah  Dunham  on  fundry  certificates  for  provittons  to  fe- 
veral  riffle  companies,  25.8  dollars. 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon-hire,  in  carrying  money  to 
Cambridge,  the  fum  of  76  dollars. 

To  Mofes  Gale,  for  the  entertainment  of  captain  Cluggage’s 
company  of  riffle-men,  9.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wilder, 
Efq. 

To  John  B.  Scot,  for  expences  in  conducting  general  Prefect 
from  Trenton  to  Philadelphia,  14.3  dollars. 

To  George  Bunner,  for  waggon  hire,  in  carrying  money  from 
Philadelphia  to  general  Schuyler,  laft  November,  39  dollars. 

To  Dennis  Sneeden,  for  ferriage,  provisions,  &c.  the  fum  of 
50.6  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Alfop,  Efq. 

To  Jefte  Jones  for  horfe-hire,  8.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Dealing. 

To  Mark  Bird  for  neceffaries  to  prifoners,  3.8  dollars. 

To  George  Meade  and  co.  on  feveral  certificates,  104,.'  dollars. 
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of  which  99.2  being  for  rifles  furnifhed  to  captain  H.  Stcvenfon’s 
company,  ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  company. 

Ordered ,  1  hat  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  that  Mr.  M‘Kean  had  laid  be¬ 
fore  them  an  account  of  the  application  of  40  dollars  put  into  his 

hanos  by  Congrefs,  by  wh.ch  it  appears  that  there  remains  in  his 
hands  the  lum  of  15.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

1.  he  committee  on  the  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  reported  the 

form  of  a  parole  to  be  figned  by  the  officers,  which  being  read  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows  :  ® 

1  being  made  a  prifoner  of  war  by  the  army  of  the 

thirteen  United  Colonies  in  Morth-America,  do  promife  and  en¬ 
gage,  on  my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman 
to  depart  from  hence  immediately  to  in  the  province  of 

being  the  place  of  my  ele&ion;  and  therd,  or- within 
fix  miles  thereof,  to  remain  during  the  prefent  war  between  Great- 
Bntain  and  the  faid  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congrefs  of  the 
faid  United  Colonies,  fhall  order  otherwife  ;  and  that* I  will  not 
direftly  or  indire&ly,  give  any  intelligence  whatfoever  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  lay  any  thing  in  oppofltion 
to,  or  in  prejudice  of,  the  meafures  and  proceedings  of  any  Con¬ 
grefs  for  the  faid  Colonies,  during  the  prefent  troubles,  or  until 
I  am  duly  exchanged  or  difeharged. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  day  of  A.  D. 

The  fecret  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pierre 
L’Farque  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report;  whereupon, 

That  Mr. Pierre  L’Farque  be  permitted  toload  the  floop* 
in  which  he  imported  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder  and  arms,  with 
the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  (horned  cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  poul¬ 
try,  and  lumber  for  making  calks  excepted)  and  export  the  fame 
to  Martinique.  And  that  the  faid  Mr.  Pierre  L’Farque  do  take 
every  poflible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britilh  men  of  war  and  cut¬ 
ters  on  the  voyage,  and  ufe  his  utmoll  endeavours  to  import  into 
thefe  colonies  the  powder  and  arms  mentioned  in  his  memorial, 
and  propofed  to  be  imported  by  him. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Sanfom,  Murray,  and  co. 
&c.  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  re- 
fpe&ing  the  erecting  of  powder-mills,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Dohicky  Arundel,  for  the  fum  of  100  dollars,  and  that  he  be  di¬ 
rected  immediately  to  repair  to  general  Schuyler : 

That 
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That  a  quarter  calk  of  powder  be  delivered  to  captain  Craig  of 
colonel  St  Clair’s  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company : 

That  the  fum  of  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  convention 
or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  four  bat¬ 
talions  ordered  to  be  raifed  there ;  that  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  by 
the  delegates  of  that  colony,  the  faid  convention  or  committee  of 

fafety  to  be  accountable.  ...  r 

A  memorial  from  Dr.  Connolly,  together  with  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Benjamin  Ruih,  refpefting  the  date  of  faid  Connolly’s  health, 

was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  5  whereupon  .  . 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  J.  Connolly  be  allowed  at  fuitable  times 
to  walk  in  the  Prifon-yard  or  hall,  the  goal-keeper  taking  efpecial 
care  to  prevent  his  efcape. 

The  inhabitants  of  Richmond  county  in  the  colony  o.  New- 
York,  having  refufed  to  fend  deputies  to  jepiefent  them  in  pio 
vincial  convention,  and  otherwife  manifefted  their  enmity  and  op- 
pofition  to  the  fyftem  and  meafures  adopted  for  preferring  the  li¬ 
berties  of  America;  and  as  a  juft  punifhment  for  their  inimical 
conduct,  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  having  been  prohibited 
by  the  convention  from  all  intercourfe  and  dealings  with  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  faid  county,  and  this  Congrefs  being  informed  by 
the  committee  of  fafety  of  that  colony,  that  the  freeholders  of  the 
faid  county  did  afterwards,  without  any  oppofition,  eledl  deputies 
to  reprefent  them  in  provincial  convention;  but  as  the  proceedings 
againft  them  had  been  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs, 
it  was  apprehended  the  deputies  could  not  be  received,  until  the 
fenfe  of  Congrefs  thereupon  fhould  be  communicated. 

~  Refolved  therefore.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  faid  provincial 
convention  to  take  fuch  meafures  refpedting  the  admiffion  of  the 
deputies,  and  revoking  the  Interdidl  againft  the  inhabitants  ol  faid 
county,  as  they  (hall  judge  moft  expedient;  provided  that  the  laid 
deputies  and  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  or  faid  county  fhall  fub- 
fcribe  the  Affociation  entered  into  in  that  colony. 

Refolved ,  That  Monday  the  19th  day  of  this  Month  be  affigned 
for  Dr.  Smith  to  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in  honour  of  general 
Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  officers  and  foldiers  who  fo.  magnam- 
moufly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  principles  of 

American  liberty. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  9,  1776. 

Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry  from  the  Malfachufets  Bay  attended  and 
produced  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  co- 

lony;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  . 

“  In  Council,  January  10,  1 7 7^*- 

Whereas  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  o- 

ert  Treat  Paine,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  Liqune,  have  een 
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chofui  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houfes  of  affemblv  to  renrefenf 

|b../ 

on.es  to  concert  dired,  and  order  fuch  farther  meafu”/  as  fhal 
to  them  appear  beft  calculated  for  the  eftablifhment  of  rieht  and 
liberty  to  the  American  colonies,  upon  a  bafts  permit*  nd  fc 
cuie  again  ft  the  power  and  art  of  the  Britifti  adminiftration  and 
guaided  againft  any  future  encroachments  of  their  enemies  ’with 
power  to  adjourn  to  fuch  times  and  places,  as  /ha!  a—  moft 
conducive  to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage.  PP 

l'ac  and  accepted \  Sent  down  for  Concurrence . 

John  Lowell,  Dcp.  Sec .  pro  tem. 

In  the  House  ^/'Representatives,  January  18,  1776. 
Read  and  concurred.  And  the  fecretary  is  hereby  dlreded  as 
foon  as  may  be  to  fignify  to  each  of  thole  gentlemen  their  ap¬ 
pointment,  with  an  attefted  copy  of  this  order.  Sent  up  for  cL 

j  ~  James  Warren,  %^. 

A  Council,  Jatiuary  18,  1776. 
ivead  and  concurred. 

John  Lowell,  Dcp.  Sec.  pro  tern. 
jI  true  Copy , 

^tteJi-  Perez  Morton,  Dep.  Sec." 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz.  b 

Two  from  general  Wa/hington,  one  of  the  24th  and  the  other 

.it  of  January>  enclofmg  a  copy  of  one  to  general  Schuyler, 
27th  January,  and  a  number  of  intercepted  letters  : 

Three  from  general  Schuyler,  29th  and  31ft  January,  and  ill 

of  February,  enclofmg  copies  of  two  letters  from  colonel  Arnold 
and  iundry  other  papers  :  * 

One  from  governor  Trumbull,  3d  February,  with  fundrv  pa- 
pers  enclofed  ;  J  1 

Rcfolved,  That  the  foregoing  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee 
or  live. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

1  wo  letters  from  the  convention  of  Nevv-Jerfey,  of  the  6th  of 
February  were  read  ;  the  one  refpeaing  tea,  was  referred  for  con- 
ideration  to  Monday  next ;  the  other  recommending  perfons  for 
field-officers  of  the  third  battalion,  ordered  to  be  railed  in  that 
colony  :  Whereupon  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  eleftion,  and 
Lhas  Layton  was  eledted  colonel. 


Anthony 
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Anthony  Walton  White,  lieutenant-colonel. 

Francis  Barber,  major.  „  . 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kirkland  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  on  the  fecond  memorial  of  Sanfom,  Murray  and  company, 
&c. 

Refolved ,  That  the  memorialifts  be  permitted  to  make  fale  of 
their  cargo  of  wheat,  in  Connecticut,  or  elfe  to  proceed  on  their 
original  voyage  to  Falmouth  in  England,  and  a  market  under  the 
office,  papers  and  clearances,  which  the  faid  veffel  failed  with 
from  New-York  in  September  lafl ;  and  alfo  fubjeCt  to  the  former 
reftriCtions  of  Congrefs  refpe&ing  the  appointment  of  a  comman¬ 
der. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  fome  arms,  pow¬ 
der  and  faltpetre  :  . 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  13th  of  lait 
month  to  purchafe  the  faltpetre  then  imported,  &c.  be  dire&ed 
and  impowered  to  take  every  neceflary  meafure  to  have  the  faltpe¬ 
tre  now  arrived  manufactured  into  gun-powder  with  all  poffibie 
expedition  : 

That  two  tons  of  the  powder  now  arrived,  belonging  to  the 
United  Colonies,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  part  of  the  powder  borrowed  of  them  : 

That  one  ton  of  faid  powder  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of 
North-Carolina,  in  confequence  of  a  former  order  of  Congrefs, 
which  has  not  yet  been  complied  with  : 

That  the  committee  appointed  for  manufacturing  the  faltpetre 
into  gun-powder  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  Hate  and  quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  arms,  powder  and  faltpetre  now  arrived,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

A  memorial  from  Stacy  Hepburn  was  prefented  to  Congref3 
and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr„ 
Penn. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  12,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  9th  inft.  bung  received, 
was  read,  wherein  he  informs,  that  a  tranfport  with  troops  was 
arrived  at  New-York,  that  more  might  be  expeCted,  and  there¬ 
fore  that  a  farther  reinforcement  was  neceffary  to  fecure  and  de¬ 
fend  that  place  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  immediately  to  fend  detachments  of 
Vol.  II.  H  their 
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vr,  *  v'*'-tte  i11Cn  Ctiua'  to  a  battalion,  under  proper  officers,  to 
n,i  °!  1  ere  be  under  the  command  of  major  general  Lee: 

P,.„  7  U  •  3-  °  lecommencled  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for 

1  ennlylvania,  immediately  to  fend  detachments  of  the  four  bat- 

th  In  T°"  in  Philadelphia  to  New- York,  there  to  put 
themfelves  under  the  command  of  general  Lee. 

in  vfnVCd\  Thattheco,°ncls  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed 
"™#lnia'  ^  d.refted  to  make  an  immediate  return  to  Con- 
8  cfs  of  the  men  mlifted,  the  places  where  they  now  are,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  appointed. 

Rsfolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fend  to  New- 

tW  th  "f  t0n  ?fth.P°wd,er  belonging  to  the  United  Colonies,  and 
that  the  fame  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  general  Lee  : 

nf  n 7  "rd  ,rommittce  be  empowered  to  purchafe  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  Colonies,  on  the  bell  terms  they  can,  what  powder 
and  arms  arrive,  belonging  to  private  perfons  ;  and  that  they  fiir- 
mffi  with  good  arms  fuch  of  the  three  remaining  companies  of  the 
;  Vnfl[ylva«a  battalion  deftined  for  Canada,  as  may  want  them, 
in  order  that  they  may  immediately  proceed  on  their  march. 

V  ve  9  ia<:  flftY  tons  of  falt-petre  be  delivered  by  the  fecret 
committee  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  who  are 
reque  c  toiavet  e  fame  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  in  the 
cheapeit  and  moil  expeditious  manner;  and  that  this  Congrefs  will 
confirm  any  contracts  made  for  the  above  purpofe: 

a  ^fiat  M,er!  tons  ^dt-petre  be  by  them  fent  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Living- 
ton  s  null  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  that  Mr.  Livingflon 
be  delired  to  manufacture  it  into  powder  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  to 
enlaige  Ins  works,  if  it  can  conveniently  be  done: 

That  ten  tons  of  falt-pctre  be  alfo  by  them  fent  to  the  council  of 
the  colony  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  that  they  be  defined  to  have 
it  manufactured  into  gun-powder,  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and 

lent  to  general  Waffiington  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Refolved,  1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  infpedti- 
on  for  the  county  of  Chefler,  to  aid  colonel  Wayne  in  procuring 
blankets  for  his  battalion. 

1  he  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  gentleman  was  arrived  from 
Canad  i,  who  had  matters  of  importance  to  communicate  : 

0/ acred.  That  tne  committee  of  correfpondence  confer  with  him, 
and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

1  uesday,  February  J3,  177 6. 

llefolved.  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour 
of  John  Chapman,  for  the  fum  of  800  dollars,  to  difehar^e  a 
draught  of  the  pay-ma(tcr  general,  in  favour  of  William  Timm- 

fun 
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fon  Efq.  dated  the  28th  of  December  lad;  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  pay-mafter  general. 

Sundry  letters  being  received  were  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  the  10th,  and 
one  from  Melds.  Davton  and  Barber  of  the  12th,  and  one  from 
captain  John  Nevill,  dated  Pittlburgh,  of  the  ill  of  this  month, 
and  one  from  John  Gibfon,  dated  20th  of  Januaiy  laft. 

Refohed ,  That  the  two  laft  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department : 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  confidera- 

Uon  the  two  former  letters. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Adams, 
Refohed,  That  an  order  for  8.000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the_  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  for  thq  three  lower 
counties  on  Delaware,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  railing,  in  that 
government,  the  faid  committee  tq  be  accountable 

That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurers  in 
favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfyl vania  battalions ; 
he  to  he  accountable: 

That  Mr.  Meafe  be  direaed  to  fuppJy  the  troops  in  the  barracks 
near  Philadelphia,  with  wooden  bowls,  buckets,  and  other  neceF 

Refohed ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
for  Pennfyl  vania,  in  cafe  the  barracks  near  Philadelphia  cannot 
contain  all  the  troops  rafted  in  faid  colony,  that  they  paufe  part  of 
them  to  be  quartered  in  the  peft-houfe  and  old  goal  of  this  city. 

Refohed ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  colonel  Bull,  for  the  fum  of  150  dollars,  to  defray  his  expences 
in  carrying  money  to  CamDridge,  he  to  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Stac^  Plepburn  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  faid  petitioner  be  permitted  to  load  the  (loop  Dolphin 
with  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  (live  (lock  and  lumber  roi 
making  calks  excepted)  and  to  transport  the  fame  to  Hifpamola, 
he  promifing  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  remit  tne  amount  of 
faid  cargo  in  military  fcores,  into  fome  port  01  this  continent,  as 

foon  as  poffible.  > 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  naval  (lores  brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  to  as 

follows :  , 

Refohed ,  That  when  naval  (lores  (hall  be  wanted  in  any  ot  the 

United  Colonies,  the  affemffly,  convention,  or  committee  ot  fafety 
of  inch  colony,  may  intruft  a  proper  perfon  or  perions  to  import 
the  fame,  takipg  fufficient  fecurity  ot  him  or  them,  that  they  will 
faithfully  ufe  their  bed  endeavours  to  import  the  fame  into  iuen 
port  or  ports  as  the  faid  affembly,  convention,  or  committee  of 

ihfety  (hall  dire£l,  and  as  much  as  poffible  to  avoid  all  Bntilh  men 

of 
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of  war  and  cutters ;  giving  him  or  them,  a  certificate  or  certifi- 
ca  es  °  t  e  naval  (lores  wanted,  and  alfo  of  his  having  given  the 
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ai  purity :  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention, 
council  of  fafety,  and  committees  of  obfefvation  and  infpeftion  of 
Worth-Carol, na  upon  receiving  fuch  certificates,  to  permit  the  per¬ 
son  or  perfons  producing  the  fame,  to  export  to  the  colony  apply- 
mg  for  the  fame,  the  naval  (lores  wanted  by  fuch  colony : 

1  hat  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  faid  convention,  council 
ot  la  ety,  and  committees  of  inlpeftion  and  obfervation  in  North- 
Carolina,  to  give  permiffion  to  fuch  veffels  as  may  have  arrived  in 
toat  co  ony  for  thofe  articles,  or  fuch  of  the  velfels  belonging  to 
1  dt  col°ny>  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  export  naval  (lores  to 
any  o  the  United  Colonies,  taking  fecurity  as  in  the  other  cafes 
above  mentioned. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  and  fubfiftance  of  two  of  the  battalions 

or  ei  ed  to  be  railed  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  commence  from  the 

ir  ay  .  November  lad  ;  from  which  time  they  have  been  in  ac¬ 
tual  fervice. 

The  convention  of  Virginia  having  recommended  perfons  for 
ie  d  officers  of  the  fix  battalions  ordered  to  be  railed  in  that  colony, 
the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  ele&ion,  when 
Patrick  Henry,  Efq.  was  ele&ed  colonel  ) 

William  Chriflian,  Efq  lieutenant  colonel  >  of  the  firfl  battalion. 
Frank  Eppes,  Efq.  major.  J) 

William  Woodford,  Efq.  colonel 

Charles  Scott,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel  v  of  the  fecond  do. 
Alexander  Spotswood,  Efq.  major  j 

Hugh  Mercer,  Efq.  colonel 

George  Weedon,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel  C  of  the  third  do. 

Thomas  Marfhall,  Efq.  major  \ 

Adam  Stephen,  Efq.  colonel 


Ifaac  Reade,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel 


Robert  Lawfon,  Efq.  major.  S 

William  Peachy,  Efq.  colonel  } 

William  Crawford,  Efq.  lieut.-colond  C  of  the  fifth  do. 

Jofiah  Parker,  Efq.  major.  \ 

Mordecai  Buckner,  Efq.  colonel 

1  homas  Elliot,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel  C  of  the  fixth  do. 

James  Plendricks,  Efq.  major  S 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  fill  up  commifiions  to  the  above  offi¬ 
cers,  and  that  he  fend  blank  commifiions  to  the  convention  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  to  be  by  them  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  officers  ap¬ 
pointed  by  them  in  the  faid  battalions,  under  the  rank  of  a  major. 

Refolved ,  That  the  deputy  mufler-mafter  general  be  dire&ed  to 
mufler  the  battalion  railed  in  the  three  lower  counties  on  Dela¬ 
ware,  and  alfo  thofe  railed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  make  return  to 
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ft  cfoed  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to“  confider  in- 
hat  departments  the  middle  and  fouthern  colonies  ought  to 
b  formed,  in  order  that  the  military  operations  of  the  colonies 
may  be  carried  on  in  a  regular  and  fy  hematic  manner. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Alexander.  . 

Refohed ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  trealurers  in  favour  of 

the  delegates  of  Virginia  for  the  fum  of  20,000  dollars  for  the  ufe 
of  the  battalions,  ordered  to  be  railed  there,  the  convention  of 
that  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  M‘Kean  be  defired  to  requeit  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  infpeftion  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  not  to  proceed  in  palling  any  cenfures  on  the  venders, 
and  ufers  of  tea,  till  further  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Ref0hed ,  That  the  detachments  marching  from  Philadelphia  to 
New- York,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Dickinfon  be  allowed 
for  fubfiftance  while  on  their  march,  the  fum  of  one  dollar,  and 
one  third  of  a  dollar  per  week  for  each  of  the  privates,  and  no n- 
commiffioned  officers  ;  and  that  the  commiffioned  officers  be  al¬ 
lowed  in  proportion  according  to  the  rations  allotted  to  them,  and 
that  they  receive  the  fame  pay  as  the  four  Fennfylvania  battalions, 

from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  the  bell 
method  of  fubfifting  the  troops  in  New-York,  and  what  fum  of 
money  it  will  be  necelfary  to  fend  thither,  and  alfo  what  fum 
ought  to  be  advanced  to  colonel  Dickinfon. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr. 

Wilfon.  ^  r 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Bernard  Romans  was  preiented  to  Con¬ 
grefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  JNew- 
York  to  pay  Mr.  Bernard  Romans  up  to  the  9th  day  of  the  pre- 

fent  month. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlamb  (who  has  contracted  to  fup- 
ply  colonel  Wayne’s  battalion,  quartered  in  and  near  Chefter  at 
the  rate  of  feven  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  ration)  to  enable  him  to 
execute  his  contract,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  United  Colonies,  brought  in  a  draught  which  was 

read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Refolved ,  That  captain  Gordon  upon  giving  his  parole,  be  per¬ 
mitted,  while  he  remains  in  town,  to  vilit  general  Prefect  at 
proper  feafons.  1 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  -morrow. 


Wednesday, 
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jf,n  ,  Wednesday,  February  14,  1776. 

lorn-'  ,  ,Th^  t-W°  °f  the  brafs  fix  pounders  at  New- York  be- 
thc;'forces°thereUnited  C°loilieS’  be  fent  to  Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  ' 

Sundry  letters  being  received  were  read- 

°ne,fwm  ?rnerar  SchTUyler  °f  the  7th  °’f  this  month  from 
g  .al  Y  oolter  of  29  January,  and  one  from  general  Arnold  of 

24th  or  laid  month. 

ilejohed  That  the  foregoing  letters  with  the  papers  enclofed, 
a)'-  ltxci  red  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Lriaie. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Amboy  dated  icth  of  this 
month,  was  read  and  referred  for  conlideration  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Ware  for  conducing  a  French  gentleman  from  Har¬ 
wich  townlhip  in  Suffex  county  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  1-.2 
dollars.  ^ 

Ordered  that  the  fame  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  by  fome  of  the  mailer  carpenters  em¬ 
ployed  in  building  the  continental  frigates  to  fome  members  of 
this  houfe,  informing  that  about  fifty  of  their  journeymen  and  ap¬ 
prentices  had  engaged  as  volunteers  to  march  with  the  battalion  of 
affociators  for  New-York,  and  that  their  zeal  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  was  fuch,  that  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  defill  by  any  ar¬ 
guments  or  influence  of  faid  builders  ; 

Refolved ,  That  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  the  faid  journeymen- and 
apprentices  is  highly  approved  of  by  Congrefs  ;  but  neverthelefs  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  the”  public  will  be  more  ef- 
fentially  ferved  by  their  continuing  at  work  on  the  faid  continental 
frigates,  and  that  therefore  all  the  carpenters  journeymen  and  ap¬ 
prentices  employed  as  aforefaid  be  requeued  to  remain  in  that  fer- 
vice,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  other  affociators  will  complete  the 
number  wanted. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  regula¬ 
tions  and  rcllriflions  under  which  the  ports  Ihould  be  opened  lifter 
the  lirll  day  of  March  next,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  conlideration  the  matter  referred  to 
them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  delired  leave  to  lit 


ac^ain. 


Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  reltridlions  and  regulations  of  trade 
after  the  fir  11  of  March  next. 


The 
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The  committee  of  correfpondence,  who  were  ordered  to  confer 
with  the  gentleman  from  Canada,  brought  in  their  report  which 

was  read. 

Rejohed ,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  referred  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  beft  method  of  fub  fill¬ 
ing  the  troops  in  New-York,  laid  their  report  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  15,  1776. 

Refohed ,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Hand  of  arms  to  colonel  Maxwell,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the 
companies  of  his  battalion  as  want  them,  in  order  that  they  may 
immediately  proceed  to  Canada. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  the  convention  of 
New-jerfey,  and  from  the  field  officers  of  the  third  battalion, 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony,  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refohed ,  That  colonel  Heard  be  dire&ed  to  furnifh  colonel 
Dayton  with  fuch  of  the  arms  lately  brought  from  Long-Ifland, 
as  are  or  may  be  made  fit  for  fervice,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  colo¬ 
nel  Day  ton  may  defire  : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Lowry  on  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  that  he  be  fully  authorized  to  procure  all  neceffaries 
(except  arms)  ordered  by  Congrefs,  for  the  three  battalions  railed 
or  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  New-jerfey  : 

That  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-jerfey  be 
allowed  from  the  continental  Hock,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  cut  of 
which  they  are  to  re-pay  what  has  been  borrowed  from  Elizabeth- 
Town,  Somerfet,  Woodbridge,  and  Brunfvvick  : 

That  to  the  fame  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  be  advanced 
the  further  furn  of  5000  dollars  for  the  purpofe  of  compleating  the 
three  battalions  there  with  arms,  which  they  are  delired  to  accom- 
plilh  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

Refohed ,  That  two  tons  of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  conti¬ 
nent  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the 
forces  in  that  colony. 

Sundry  letters  by  colonel  Ritzema  being  received  were  read, 

viz. 

One  from  general  Lee  dated  the  nth,  and  one  from  general 
Schuyler  of  the  4th  of  this  month,  with  one  irom  general  Woof- 
ter  of  the  27th  January. 

Refohed ,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  the  letters  received  yelterday  were  referred,  and  that  the 
faid  committee  be  dire&ed  to  confer  with  colonel  Ritzema,  and 
report  to  Congrefs. 


Information 
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Information  being  received  that  general  Clinton  was  gone  from 
ew*  \  ork,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

,  ir"  ^on§re^s  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  fpirit  and  patriotifm  of 
the  aflociators  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  cheerful- 
*y  ottering  and  preparing  to  march,  in  order  to  affift  in  the  defence 
ot  New- York  ;  but  as  the  danger,  which  occahoned  an  applica¬ 
tion  tor  their  fervice,  is  at  prefent  over, 

Refolvedy  That  their  march  to  New-York  be  fufpended. 

.  Rtfohed*  TIlat  a  paymafter  be  appointed  for  the  tropps  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  tnat  his  pay  be  £0  dollars  per  month. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eledion,  and  Beniamin 
liarriion,  jun.  of  Berkley  was  chofen. 

I  he  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  correfpondence. 

Refilled ,  That  a  committee  of  three,  (two  of  whom  to  be 
members  of  Congrefs)  be  appointed  to  repair  to  Canada,  there  to 
purl  lie  fuch  inflru6lions  as  fhall  be  given  them  by  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Chafe, 
and  Mr.  C.  Carroll  of  Carrollton. 

Kefilved ,  That  Mr.  Carroll  be  requefted  to  prevail  on  Mr.  John 
Can  oil  t o  accompany  the  committee  to  Canada,  to  affift  them  in 
fuch  matters  as  they  fhall  think  ufeful  : 

^  J  hat  this  Congrefs  will  make  proviflon  to  defray  any  expences 
which  may  attend  this  meafure. 

Refolvedy  1  hat  eight  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  fent  to  Ca¬ 
nada,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 
ho  Richaid  Smith  for  provi/ions  furnifhed  by  fundry  perfons 
in  New-York  government  to  captain  Rofs’s  company  of  riffle  men, 
the  fum  of  28.8  dollars  : 

lo  Michael  Connolly  on  account  of  expences  in  bringing  the 
women  and  children  belonging  to  the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from 
Efopus  to  Reading,  the  fum  of  1082.8  dollars : 

i  o  colonel  Simes  on  account  of  expences  in  bringing  the  bag¬ 
gage  of  the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from  Walpack  to  Lancafter 
and  feveral  other  fmall  expences,  the  fum  of  569  dollars  : 

1  o  1  homas  M‘Fnry  for  800  canteen  flraps,  the  fum  of  133  h 
dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

I  he  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New-York  of  the  3d  of  January,  and  the  letter  from  gover¬ 
nor  Irumbull  of  the  6th  of  the  fame  month  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration, 
whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  no  farther  works  be  ere&ed  on  Martler’s  rock, 
but  that  thofe  already  ere&ed  there  belupported  and  garrifoned  : 

That 
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That  a  fafcine  battery  to  mount  heavy  cannon,  not  exceeding 
eighteen  in  number,  be  thrown  up  on  the  Gravel  Hill  eaftward  of 
Martler’s  rock,  marked  in  the  draught  LL,  fo  as  to  command  the 
weft  point,  the  reach  down  the  river  from  the  weft  point,  and 
part  of  the  reach  up  the  river ;  and  that  a  convenient  road  be  o- 
pened  from  this  battery  to  the  barracks  on  Mertler’s  rock: 

That  a  redoubt  of  earth  and  fafcines  be  built  on  the  eminence 
on  the  eaft  tide  of  the  river  oppoiite  to  the  weft  point  marked  in 
the  draught  A  to  mount  thirty  guns  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  ofNew-York  to  forward  the  battery  at  Pooplopen’s  kill;  and 
that  the  fa  id  battery  be  made  of  earth  and  fafcines,  and  to  mount 
a  number  of  guns,  not  exceeding  forty  : 

That  fuch  of  the  continental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  ftationed 
at  the  aforefaid  places,  be  employed  in  erecting  thefe  works  and 
batteries  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  ofNew-York  to  profecute  the  difcovery  of  the  lead  mine  at 
New  Canaan;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Jofeph  Hopkins  to 
the  general  affembly  of  Connecticut  refpe&ing  this  mine  be  fent  to 
them. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  and  after  debate 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning  refolve 
itfelfinto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftri&ions  and  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  to  procure 
cannon,  be  directed  to  enquire  what  quantity  of  brafs  can  be  pro¬ 
cured,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  contract  for  the  fame. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  16,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  furnifh  co¬ 
lonel  St.  Clair’s  battalion  with  arms,  and  that  the  prelident  write 
to  colonel  St.  Clair,  and  dire6l  him  to  ufe  the  utmoft  diligence  in 
getting  his  battalion  ready,  and  to  march  the  companies,  one  at 
a  time,  as  fail  as  they  can  be  got  ready,  to  Canada,  with  all  poffi- 
ble  expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate  of  the  cannon 
wanted,  for  the  defence  of  the  colonies,  and  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  procuring  them,  See.  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftridlions  and  regulations  of 

Vol.  II.  I  *he 


l 


66 


Journals  of  Cong 


RESS. 


fj!/”*6  ofthefe  colonies  after  the  firft  of  March  next ;  and  after 

,  oned  Z  ,  '  Prd’dent  rufT,ed  th6  Chair>  aHd  Mr/ Ward  re- 

referrl  rn  K  h?d  ‘aken  int°  conf, deration  the  matter 

him  to  ,/  /'/ '  Ut  ’'ot  la.vlI1S  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired 
mm  to  move  tor  leave  to  lit  again. 

itfetflmf’  T  Con/[ch  to-morrow  morning,  refolve 

co  id  non  t?mm‘Uee.  °/  thf  wh?'c-  to  take  into  the,?  farther 
coni, deration  the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftric- 

tions  and  regulations  of  trade  after  the  firft  of  xMarch  next. 

1  he  committee  to  whom  general  Wafhington’s  and  genera! 

Schuyler  s  letters  were  referred,  laid  their  report™  the  table 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  February  17 ,  1776. 

Refckrd,  That  an  order  for  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  trealurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  life  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

bem,htahori0'rIJ.ameS  IrVi,Ki’  °fthe  fixth  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
authorized  anc  impowered  to  purchafe  good  arms  for  the  ufe  of 

his  battalion,  the  price  of  the  fame  to  be  dedufted  out  of  the  pay 
ot  the  men.  r  / 

,hSe  “Sr  “  °f  ,ie  b™sb‘ » *  "** 

Rcfo/vtd ^  That  a  ftanding  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for 
iuperintending  the  treafury  :  r 

That  it  be  the  bulinefs  of  this  committee. 

To  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers,  and  from  time  to 
time  report  to  Congrefs  the  ftate  of  the  treafury  : 

To  confider  of  ways  and  means  for  fupplying  gold  and  fiber 
for  the  fupport  of  the  army  in  Canada  :  °  ° 

To  employ  and  inftrucf  proper  perfons  for  liquidating  the  pub¬ 
lic  accounts,  with  the  different  paymafters  and  commilfaries  in  the 
continental  fervice,  and  the  conventions,  committees  offafetyand 
others  who  have  been  or  fliall  be  intruded  with  the  public  money  • 

and  from  time  to  time  to  report  the  date  of  fucli  accounts  to  Con- 
grefs  : 

To  fu perintend  the  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit  : 

Jo  obtain  from  the  different  affemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
United  Colonies,  accounts  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  each 
colony,  according  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  on  that  fubjeft. 

I  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Gerry 
Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Willing. 

.  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  on  the  treafury  ; 

Refolved ,  I  hat  a  farther  fum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  be  e- 
mitted  on  the  fame  fecurity,  as  the  fums  heretofore  emitted  by 
Congrefs  have  been:  * 
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That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  be  dire&ed 
to  confiderthe  numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills,  in  which  it 
will  be  proper  to  emit  the  above  four  millions,  and  report  to  Con- 

grefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  into  what  cepartments  the 
middle  apd  fouthern  colonies  ought  to  bfc  divided,  brought  in 
their  report  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  fundry  letters  from  brigadier  general 
Arnold,  brigadier  general  Wooftef,  major  general  Schuyler,  and 
major  general  Lee  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  major  general  Lee  be  directed  immediately  to 
repair  to  Canada,  and  take  command  of  the  army  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  that  province  : 

That  major  general  Schuyler  be  diredfed  to  repair,  as  foon  as 
his  health  will  permit,  to  New- York,  and  take  the  command  of 
the  forces  and  conduct  the  military  operations  there  ;  and  that  the 
prefident  inform  him  by  exprefs  of  this  arrangement  and  the  reg¬ 
ions  that  led  to  it  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  of  New- York,  to  fupply  general  Lee  with  a  quantity  of 
fuitable  cannon  not  exceeding  twelve;  and  one  or  more  mortars,  if 
to  be  had,  with  balls,  (hells,  and  other  eeceifaries  for  the  fiege  or 
a  (fault  of  Quebec  ;  and  that  they  afiift  him  in  forwarding  the  fame 
with  all  poflible  expedition  : 

That  the  regiment  of  Canadians,  the  railing  of  which  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  brigadier  general  Arnold’s  letter  of  the  12th  of  January 
lad,  to  have  been  put  on  foot  by  him,  receive  the  fame  pay  and 
be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  regulations  as  the  other  forces  employed  in 
Canada,  and  be  accounted  part  of  the  number  defigned  to  be  rail¬ 
ed  for  that  fervice  : 

That  the  appointment  of  captain  Ranfalier  to  be  deputy 

mufter  made  general  of  the  forces  in  Canada,  be  confirmed  : 

That  the  appointment  of  John  Halded,  Efq;  to  be  commiffa- 
ry  for  the  army  before  Quebec,  be  confirmed  : 

That  major  general  Schuyler  be  diredled  to  have  provifions 
dortfd  in  proper  places  near  Hudfon’s  river,  between  Albany  and 
the  Highlands,  to  fupply  fuch  troops  as  it  may  be  necelfary  to 
call  out  of  the  country : 

That  the  offer  made  by  general  Schuyler  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
four  (hillings  per  day,  for  each  of  the  fleds  hired  to  forward  the 
Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey  forces  in  their  march  to  Canada*  be 
complied  with: 

That  the  officers  in  the  continental  armies  be  enjoined  to  ufe 
their  utmod  diligence  in  preventing  every  kind  of  plunder  ;  and 
that  all  who  diall  offend  herein  be  punifhed  according  to  the 
drilled  discipline  : 

t  SI  r  v  That 
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.„nri  A  l^e  re^olv/5s  Congrefs  for  encouraging  fullers,  to  at- 
hofieA  aumy  U1  ^anada>.  be  publilhed  with  the  information  that' 

much  wantedThere lmenS’  ^  rUm’  fUgar’  a“d  W‘ne 

ha™e‘f‘  aifeWart,ifiTS/UchaS  armourers>  foiiths,  carpenters, 

intend  t'h  keK  "A  ?vheel17nShts>  ™th  Proper  perfons  to  fuper- 
intend  them,  be  forthwith  fent  to  Canada:  ^ 

fucW,i,btrm“w  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  that 
“.  he  offic",S>  who  fewd  faithfully  in  Canada  the  laft  cam- 
J  gn,  as  are  willing  to  continue  there,  be  preferred  in  the  new 
levies  of  the  colony  of  New- York  to  others. 

nruf{7VL^f  Aat  3  co™mi"ttee  of  three  be  chofen  to  prepare  in¬ 
actions  for  the  committee  appointed  to  go  to  Canada.  ■ 

SbermanlnemberS  ele<aed’  Mr'  J*  Adams,  Mr.  Whythe  and  Mr. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Tuefday  next,  refolve  it- 
e  i  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 

propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftriftions  and  regulations 
of  trade,  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

Refolved  That  the  committee  appointed  to  purchafe  fundry  ar¬ 
mies  of  cloathmg  for  the  northern  army,  be  direfted  to  contraft 
tor  good  ltrong  fhoes  for  the  army  in  Canada. 

_lhe  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com. 
mittee  on  the  method  offublifting  the  troops  in  New- York,  &c. 

Rejohed,  That  the  fum  of  thirty-five  thoufand  dollars,  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New- York, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  defence  of  that  colo¬ 
ny  ;  the  faid  convention  or  committee  of  fafety,  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  thereof  ;  and  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  for  the  above  fum,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  that  co¬ 
lony,  who  are  directed  to  forward  the  fame  : 

That  it  be  recommetided  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe¬ 
ty  of  New-York,  to  contraft  with  proper  perfons  for  fupplying 
the  laid  troops  with  the  rations  allowed  by  Congrefs,  and  with 

fuel  and  other  neceflaries,  on  the  moil  reafonable  terms  in  thek* 
power. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

On  an  account  exhibited  by  the  committee  of  Frederic  c  untv* 
Maryland,  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chafe,  and  W.  Paca,  Efqrs.  the  fum 
of  860.9  dollars;  of  which  268.4  being  for  rifles,  & c.  furnifhed 
captain  Creflap  s  company  of  riflemen,  ought  to  be  charged  to 
the  fa  id  company,  and  the  remainder  to  t  e  continent  1 

I  o  Nicholas  Flower,  for  waggon  age  the  fum  of  74.4  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  JDaniel  Flower. 

Ordered ,  I  hat  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 
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Monday,  February  19.  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  having  attended  the  orati¬ 
on  delivered  in  honour  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  who  magnanimoufly  fought  and  fell  with  him, 
jn  maintaining  the  principles  of  liberty  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  February  20.  1776. 

The  convention  of  New-Jerfey  having  made  a  new  choice  of  de¬ 
legates  to  reprefent  that  colony  in  Congrefs,  three  of  faid  dele¬ 
gates  attending,  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read  as 

follows:  7  r 

«  In  Provincial  Convention ,  New-Jerfey ,  Brunfwick,  14 tb  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1776. 

Refolved ,  on  motion,  unanimously,  That  William  Livmgiton, 
John  de  Hart,  Richard  Smith,  John  Cooper,  and  Jonathan  Dick- 
enfon  Sergeant,  Efqrs.  be  delegates  to  reprefent  this  province  in 
the  Continental  Congrefs,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  or  until  others 
ffiall  be  legally  appointed  in  their  ftead,  and  that  they  or  any  three 
or  mere  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to  confent  and  agree 
to  all  meafures  which  fuch  Congrefs  fhall  deem  neceffary;.  and  this 
province  bind  themfelves  to  execute,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
all  refolutions  which  the  faid  Congrefs  may  adopt.  And  further, 
if  the  faid  Congrefs  fhall  think  neceffary  to  adjourn,  we  do  autho- 
rife  our  faid  delegates  to  reprefent  and  aft  for  this  province,  in 
any  one  Congrefs  to  be  held  by  virtue  of  fuch  adjournments,  dur¬ 
ing  their  delegation. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes , 

William  Paterson,  Secretary  A 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  of  the  17th  inftant,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  with  lix  papeis  thetem  en 
cl o fed,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  :  Alfo, 

A  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  near  Pittfburg,  was  prefent¬ 
ed  and  read. 

Jtefolvedi  That  the  above  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  a 

committee  of  five.  .  -- 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  W.  Lmngitan,  Mr. 

Facu,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Lieutenant  Brafher,  who  had  the  orders  of  general  Schuyler  to 
conduft  a  number  of  Canadian  prifoners  to  New-Jerfey  or  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  having  executed  his  orders,  laid  his  inltrudtions  before 
Congrefs  which  were  read.  Alfo,  Mr.  Shallus,  quarter-ma  er 
of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  having  had  orders  to  conduit 
certain  prifoners  down  from  Kingfton,  and  having  executed  J 

orders,  laid  his  inftru&ions  before  Congrefs,  which  were  read. 

Refolvedi 
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er ^e^°‘Ve^’  ^lat  fbefe  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  prifon- 

coWMU4  Tnat  thC  ^Cr6t  COmmittee  be  direded  to  deliver  to 

ft-'1;  °r  °rder’  t"',en‘>’  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his 

battalion,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

tee  onet!?rSrefS  t0i°k  i,lt0  c“niideration  th"  report  of  the  commit- 
*  6/hV*Th  a"d  mTS  ?fprCUnng  Cannon  5  whereupon 

Refolded,  1  hat  two  hundred  and  fifty,  twelve  pounders  fixtv 

ufe£of  thefeecolonnies  :Xty‘tW°’  f°Ur  P°UnderS  be  P^afedVor  the 

That  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  can- 
non  be  empowered  to  purchafe  or  contract  for  making  the  fame  : 
That  a  new  member  be  added  to  that  committee, 
f  he  member  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 
io  Michael  Connolly,  expences  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  the 
pnfoners  baggage  from  Bethlehem  to  Reading,  and  his  own  ex¬ 
pences  four  days,  the  fum  of  160  dollars. 

To  Richard  Howell,  for  tranfportation  of  powder  to  Burling¬ 
ton,  the  fum  of  34I  dollars.  ’  ’  s 

Otdered. ,  d  hat  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  direded  to  march  with  his  bat- 
ta  ion  to  New- York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  <re- 
ncidl  -Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer  there.  & 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  two  prifeners  taken  at 
ChamoJee,  and  who  had  leave  to  flay  at  Newark  in  the  province  of 
New-Jerfey  on  condition  of  their  making  gun-locks,  for  the  ufe 
or  the  L  nited  Colonies,  are  not  employed  in  that  work* 

Refolved,  That  the  laid  two  prifoners  be  ordered  to*  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  put  under  the  diredion  of  Mr.  Rittenhoufe,  to  carry  on 
the  above  bufinefs.  ^ 

.  The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  powder  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  United  Colonies  was  arrived  at  Brunfwick  in  New-Ter- 
fey, 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop,  and  Mr.  P.  LivinMlon, 
be  direded  to  forward  the  laid  powder  under  a  guard,  with  all 

pofiible  expedition,  to  general  Walhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar- 
iny  under  his  command. 

Refolved y  I  bat  an  order  be  drawn  ori  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
AT.  la  Junefle,  for  the  fum  of  250  dollars,  for  his  fervices  in  behalf 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  21.  17  76. 

1  he  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Shallus,  for  his  expences  in  condu&in^  prifoners 

from  Albany  to  Trenton,  the  fum  pf  17J  dollars : 

To 
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To  Cafpar  Shaaf,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  104  dollars  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chafe,  and  W.  Paca,  Efqrs. 
Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  10th  and  13th  init. 

being  received  were  read.  . 

Refblved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  ot  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  of  the 
20th  inft.  refpe&ing  the  prifoners  at  Lancafter,  was  read, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 

prifoners.  r  ,  , 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con- 

fider  the  numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills,  &c.  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  confidered  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  four  millions  of  dollars  now  to  be  emitted,  conhit  ot 

the  following  denominations. 

600,000  of  one-Jixth  of  a  dollar.  100,000 

600,000  of  one-third  do.  200,000 

600,000  of  one-half  do.  300,000 

600,000  of  two-thirds  do.  400,000 

130,436  one  dollar*  I30,43^ 

J3°>437  ^nx)0  d°*  260,874 

1 30,436  of  three  do.  39 1  >3°^ 

130,435  of/j«r do.  521,740 

65,2 17  oi five  do.  326,085 

65,2 17  Jix  do.  3 9 1  ’3 02 

65,2 17  feven  do.  45^’5J9 

65,21 7  of  eight  do.  521,73^ 

3,182,612  4,000,000 

That  the  plates  engraved  for  the  two  former  emifhons,  oe  uiea 
in  the  new  emiffion  of  the  bills  from  one  to  eight  dollars  inclufive, 
and  that  thofe  bills  be  expreffed  in  the  following  words. 

No.  •  Dollars. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spamfh  milled 

dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  a  re- 
folution  of  Congrefs,  paffed  at  Philadelphia,  February  17.  17 76: 
That  the  faid  bills  be  figned  by  two  figners,  and  each  different 

denomination  numbered  from  No.  1.  progrefiively  : 

That  one  plate  with  proper  devices  be  engraved  for  the  (mailer 
bills  now  to  be  emitted,  under  the  value  of  one  dollar  : 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  ;  # 

One  of  a  dollar,  according  to  a  refolution  of  Congrels 

paffed  at  Philadelphia,  February  17.  1 7 7 

That  each  of  thefe  bills  be  figned  by  one  ligner  only,  and  that 
each  different  denomination  be  numbered  from  No.  1.  progre  ne 
ly,  as  aforefaid  :  iat 
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Efar"  K^Chael  ^,chard  Bache,  and  Stephen  Pafchall, 

T:  *  T)0Td  and  ailthor;fed  to  infpea  the  prefs : 
take  an  o^'  th„y  ent.er  uPonL  their  they  /hall  refpedlively 

triftrate  «  well  n°  **  adminiftered  to  them  by  any  ma- 

ori“'L“Sao“  1;;  r4  Tfcd,'°  if” 

to  the  beft  of  their  /kill  and  judgment  *  A  eertifi  “T?"? 
oath  or  affirmation  /hall  be  delLtfd  tothe  eimit^on  Itet 

twJdolla'rfa  day  (o  S*-  Ml  be  allowed 

in  Wtimr  fhV^  r  ferV‘CCS’  whlIe  th<T  fta11  be  employed  in 

m.peft mg  the  prefs,  m  the  execution  of  the  faid  trull.  P  7 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  treafury  be  diredled  to  have 

le  ^oregoing  refolutions  carried  into  execution  wJtV»  11 
difpatch  °  iacu  mio  execution  with  all  convenient 

con1t,hr)ent0aTnrUee.f0r  ’’'T'"?8  the  applications  for  offices  in  the 
tv  k  r  my  reported,  that  they  have  nominated  Mr.  Lewis 
Durham  for  furgeon  to  the  third  battalion  now  raffing  in  theTo! 

ony  o  New-Jerfey,  and  recommend  him  to  the  Congrefs  for  ap- 
poiutment  to  the  faid  office.  g  dP 

beffnt'd\oTMatTher-eP^rt^aSreedt0’  and  that  a  commiffion 
t>e  granted  to  Mr.  Lewis  Durham  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  22.  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wa/hington,  both  of  the  oth  of  this 

month,  being  received  and  read,  y 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

Accordingly  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  who|e,  to  take  into  conhderation  the  letters  juft  received  from 
general  Wa/hington,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  committee  had  taken 
into  conhderation  the  letters  referred  to  them,  but  not  havino- 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again.  & 
Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 

committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  letters  from  general  Wafhington. 

Information  being  given  by  a  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  that 
t  ie  regiment  of  militia,  ordered  by  the  convention  of  that  colony 
to  march  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
folve  of  Congrefs  of  the  i2thinftant,  wanted  arms,  with  which 
they  could  not  be  furnifhed,  unlefs  the  Congrefs  would  fupply 
t  lem  out  of  the  public  ftock;  the  Congrefs  took  this  matter  into 
conhderation,  and  being  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to 

fpare  the  public  arms,  which  are  wanted  for  the  battalious  raiftnp; 

211  the  continental  fervice,  & 


Refolved , 


/ 
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ReJoJved,  That  the  march  of  the  faid  battalion  of  militia  be 

countermanded.  ,  ,  Tir 

Refolved,  That  orders  lflue  to  quicken  colonel  Wayne  in  get¬ 
ting  his  battalion  ready  ;  and  that,  as  fall  as  he  can  get  a  company 
properly  equipped,  he  caufe  it  immediately  to  march  to  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  be  directed  to  write  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  New-York,  and  defire  them  to  inform  Congrefs  what 
progrefs  they  have  made  in  raifing  the  four  battalions  recommend¬ 
ed  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  for  the  defence  of  the  fame. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  23.  17,7 6. 

Colonel  Braxton,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attending,  produc¬ 
ed  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows: 

“  Virginia ,  in  Convention ,  December  15.  1775- 
The  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded 
to  the  appointment  of  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the 
General  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  the  late  honourable  Peyton 
Randolph,  Efq.  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with 
the  name  of  the  delegate  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  fame  into 
the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr. 
T>igges>  Mr.  William  Cabel,  and  Mr.  Carter  of  Lancafter  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  on 
whom  the  majority  fell,  and  it  appearing  from  their  report,  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  convention  in  favour  of  Carter 
Braxton,  Efq. 

Refolved ,  therefore,  That  the  faid  Carter  Braxton,  Efq.  be 
appointed  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  room  of  the 
late  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq. 

A  Copy,  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  the  convention.” 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  return  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  the  arms  borrowed  of  them 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Francis  Daymon,  for  tranflating  into  French  the  rules  and 
articles  for  the  better  regulating  the  continental  troops  the  fum  of 
131  Dollars : 

To  Monfr.  Mefplet  for  printing  the  military  rules,  and  French 
Letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  the  fum  of  44  Dollars: 

To  colonel  Harrifon,  for  ex,pences  of  himfelf,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  Mr.  Allen,  on  their  journey  to  New-York.  the  fum  of  150.9 
Dollars: 

To  Jeremiah  Traxler,  for  provifions,  &c.  for  Indians  who  were 
in  Philadelphia  in  December  laft,  the  fum  of  40.8  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Kachlein : 

To  fundry  perfons  for  riffles  furnifhed  capt.  Morgan’s  company 
the  fum  of  1 18.3  dollars  which  ought  tobe  paid  to  colonel  Nelfon, 
and  charged  to  the  faid  company : 

Vol.  II.  K  To 
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I  , /°  Clement  Biddle,  for  fhot-pouches,  powder-horns,  and  bul- 

mon  s,  purchaied  by  him  for  the  Canada  regiment,  the  fum 
i  169,3  dollars : 

,  y  perfons  for  blanket’s  fupplied  capt.  Price’s  company 

/  lum  of  32.9  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
George  Read,  Efq  :  6  F 

-  Llt,tle’  fo,r  Provifions  for  guards  attending  capt.  Camp- 

bell,  the  fum  of  9.5  dollars:  6  v  * 

To  Chriftian  Rhorbeck  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  feveral  prifo- 
mrs  oftlie  7th  and  26th  Regiments,  the  fum 9.4  dollars,  and  that 
ie  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Ivimmel: 
lo  Henry  Shits,  for  riffles,  & c.  furniffied  to  capt.  Stevenfon’s 
coiTp.ari^  tne  fum  of  /e.6dollars,to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company: 

.  ..  0/ '-braham  Ebrafhcr,  forattending  feveral  French  nobleffe, from 
Albany  to  Briftol,  the  fum  of  32  dollars. 

Ordered ,  T  nat  tfie  above  accounts  be  paid. 

.  &sJ°foed,  I  hat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  contrail  for 
the  maKing  of  muiketsand  bayonets  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  to  con hd cr  of  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and 

encouraging  the  manufacture  of  fire  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
Coiomes. 

The  members  chofen.Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  E.  Morris.  ° 

,  Refoived ,  That  the  letter  of  Mr.  Chriftopher  LiiHngwell,  dated 
tne  29th  of  November  1775.  with  fundry  papers  relating  to  the 
cargo  of  the  brig  Nancy,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hunting-ton,  and  Mr, 
Gerrv. 

Refoived ,  1  hat  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  procuring  arms  and  ammunition,  to  export  the  produce  of 
Juic  colonies,  equal  to  the  amount  of  that  by  them  exported  in 
two  veffels  lately  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Refoived.,  1  hat  the  committee,  for  fuperintcnding  the  Treafury, 
be  authorized  to  employ  one  or  more  clerks  for  Eating,  keeping 
and  liquidating  the  public  accounts  under  their  direction,  and  to 
provide  books  and  a  fuitable  office  for  that  purpofe: 

i  hat  they  have  power  to  call  upon  the  different  committees  of 
Congreis,  affemblies,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of 
fafety,  continental  officers,  and  private  perfons,  who  have  been 
or  fhall  be  intruEed  with  public  money,  for  their  accounts  and 
vouchers,  and  for  fuch  other  materials  and  information,  as  the 
iaid  commmittee  on  the  treafury  ffiall  judge  to  be  ufeful,  in  Eating, 
checking  andauditing  the  public  accounts. 

Refoived ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  con¬ 
ventions,  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety,  and  committees  of 
correspondence  and  infpedfion  in  the  United  Colonies,  to  exert 
themfelves  in  deviling  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  en¬ 
couraging 


"  n?* 


-  ^  --me- 

- 

.  ..  ... 


> 


February,  1776.  75 

couraging  the  manufaaure  of  fait  petre,  and  of  introducing  that 

manufacture  into  private  families  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afiembli.es  and  conventions  in  the 
United  Colonies,  that  they  immediately  eitablifh  public  works  in 
each  and  every  county,  in  their  refpective  colonies,  at  the  expence 
of  fuch  colonies,  for  the  manufacture  ot  falt-petre,  and  appoint 
committees  of  their  own  members  immediately  to  let  up  fuch  ma¬ 
nufactures  : 

That  it  be  recommended  tothe  aiTemblies  and  conventions,  coun¬ 
cils,  or  committees,  of  fafety,  of  every  colony  forthwith  to  ereCt 
powder  mills  in  their  refpeCtive  colonies,  and  appoint  committees 
to  build  fuch  mills,  and  procure  perions  well  {killed  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  powder,  at  the  expence  ot  iuch  colonies; 

That  a  committee  of  this  Cong  refs  to  con  hit  of  one  member  from 
each  colony  be  appointed  to  conlider  of  further  ways  and  means  of 
promoting  and  encouraging  the  manufactures  of  fait  petre,  fulphui 
and  gunpowder  in  thefe  colonies,  and  to  corefpond  with  the  feve- 
ral  aiTemblies  and  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafe¬ 
ty  in  the  feveral  colonies,  that  Congrefs  may  be,  from  time  to  time, 
truly  informed  of  the  progreis  made  in  thefe  manufactures. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Humphreys, 
Mr  Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Plevves,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge, 
and  Mr.  Bullock. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  refolutions  refpeCting  falt-petre,  &c.  be 
publifhed. 

It  being  reprefented  that  capt.  Harman  has  infilled  into  his  com¬ 
pany,  and  carried  with  him  to  Canada,  thirteen  fervants  without 
the  confent  of  their  mailers  ; 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  in¬ 
to  this  matter,  and  to  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Wythe. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  letters 
from  gen.  Walhington  &c. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  February  26,  ,1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Lee,  datted  2 2d  inftant  was  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  j.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
L.  Morris. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Carpenter  Wharton  for  the  fum  of  6000  dollars  he  to  be  accoun¬ 
table. 

A  Petition  from  lieutenant  Jocelyn  Feltham  of  the  26th  regi¬ 
ment,  who  was  taken  prifoner  at  Ticonderoga  was  prefented  and 

read 
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health  ^eave  t0  S°  to  Europe  for  the  recovery  of  his 


Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve  be  publiffied. 


x  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
report  the  numbers  and  circumftances  of  the  permits,  and  the  de- 
ma  ion  o  the  vefiels,  to  which  fuch  permits  have  been  granted, 

_  t  _  ..  i. „  r  •  •  ^  in  confequence  of  the  im- 

poitation  of  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores  ;  and  that  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  committee  of  infpedlion  and  obfervation  for  the  ci¬ 
ty  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  on  this  fubjea  be  referred  to  the 
laid  committee. 

The  memberschofen.  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

A  letter  from  theconvention  of  New-Jerfey, dated  February  24th 


Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
the  lettei  from  gen  Lee,  was  this  morning  committed. 

Rejoined,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  Maryland  for  the  fum  of  twenty  two  thoufand  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  by  them  exchanged  for  gold  and  filver,  and  paid  back 

infn  fl.n  _ r. _  '  *•  r  X  - 


into  the  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

'  *  •  4  m 


Tuesday,  February  27,  1776. 


Refolved,  That  Monf.  Regonville  be  permitted  to  go  to  Briftgl 


and  fpend  a  week  with  his  relations  there,  and  that,  after  that,  he 
return  to  Philadelphia. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  100  dollarsbe  paid  to  Monf.  Dugan  for 
hisfervices  in  the  caufeofthe  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  that  province,  to  advance  him  to  a  poll  in  the 
army  fuitable  to  his  merit  and  fervices. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  Chriftopher  Leffing- 
well  and  others  concerning  the  brigantine  Nancy  commanded  by 
Thomas  Davis  and  her  cargo  were  referred,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  being  taken  into  confidcration; 

Refolved ,  Thatthe  cafe  of  the  faid  brigantine  and  cargo,  pertain- 
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elk  to  the  judicature  eflablifhed  in  the  colony,  of  Connedicut  for 
hearing-  and  determining  matters  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee  appointed  to  confider  into  what  departments  the  middle 

and  fouthern  colonies  ought  to  be  formed  ;  . 

Refolved.. ,  That  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Penpfylvama,  the 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  be  put  into  one  de¬ 
partment  under  the  .command  of  one  major  general,  and  two 

brigadiers  general  with  proper  llaff  :  . 

That  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
be  put  into  one  other  department,  under  the  command  of  one 
major  general,  and  three  brigadiers  general  with  proper  ftaff:. 

That  Friday  next  be  afiigned  for  the  ele&ion  of  the  majors 
general,  brigadiers  general,  and  ftaff  officers  in  the  foregoing  de¬ 
partments.  . 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  cornventionof  New- 
Jerfey,  to  have  the  cargo  of  the  tranfport  Blue  Mountain  Valley 
landed,  and  fecured  income  fafe  place  till  further  orders  of  Con- 
gvefs. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  28,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Lee  be  dire&ed  not  to  proceed  to  Cana¬ 
da,  until  he  receive  further  orders  from  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Lee  and  the 
convention  of  New-Jerfey  were  referred,  brought  in  their  repoit 

which  was  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poilponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  repay  to  the 
delegates  of  North-Carolina,  the  four  hundred  weight  of  powder 
borrowed  of  that  colpny. 

The  committee  on  prifoners,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was  referred,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  thereupon 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  and  obfervation,  for 
the  county  of  Berks  in  Pennfylvania,  be  authorifed  and  requefted 
to  contract  upon  reafonable  terms  for  the  fubfiftence  of  fuch  of  the 
prifoners  now  in  Reading,  as  are  not  fupplied  by  Mr.  Fianks, 
too-ether  with  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  all  the  pri¬ 
foners  there,  and  for  fupplying  them  with  fire-wood  and  other 

things  abfolutely  necefiary  for  their  fupport : 

That  the  committees  of  infpe&ion  and  obfervation  for  the  coun¬ 
ties,  dillridts,  or  towns  afiigned  for  the  reiidence  of  prifoners,  be 
impowered  to  fuperintend  their  conduct,  and  in  cafes  of  grofs  mif- 
behaviour  to  coniine  them,  and  report  to  Congrefs  the  proceedings 
had  on  fuch  occafions.  Ordered , 
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0Jlefolved  ^  foreS0,'ng  refolve  be  publiffied. 

able  to  the  oS  ^,“7'“''  of  Mei?  of  Pennfylvania,  agree- 
W  a  tone^  f m?  K  y  theem  °f  their  of  which  Confrefs 

are  prifoners  in  T^’  bfl  ailthor/fe^  to  diftribute  the  officers,  who 

p-Afr,,  te  "hir  *-*»  * 

>ng  their  parole,  which  if  they  refufe  to  “o11  P,roPer  5  ,tak* 

are  impowered  and  direded  to  confine  them  A  that 

th.s  refolve,  the  faid  committee  have  regard  to  the  Tw  S 

heretofore*  KTr  r  .  ,  c  reSara  to  the  resolutions 

refidcnce  7  C°nSrefs’  Wlth  reiPeift  to  P^ners  and  their 

brig  Little  Pofiv^of^h0"^  mader  and  owner  of  the 

brigS  LlhLpM,rfieUr  ^a™aj°u  be  P™ed  to  load  the 
powder  and  arms  5’  f  Wh“h  he  lmP0rted  a  fma11  quantity  of 
tie  iheen  bn*  ’  i’  hc  Produce  of  th^e  colonies  (horned  cat- 
and  export  the  f  P°‘l  and]umberfor  making  cafks  excepted) 

men  of  war  and  et?t  7  P,°.  Precautlon  to  avoid  all  Britifh 
endeavours  ailJ  Llltters  011  h,s  voyage  ;  and  that  he  ufe  his  utmofl 

nra.i.Si. .™. 

„n£!7%JiTf"  °,'d',r  b'  ™  Hk  lraf.ro.,  i.  favour 

irSSt  fU“  °f  ‘"“f  ,h»“f'"d  Mra.  hr  1. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler 
dated  the  loth  and  mth  of  Februarv  n„,i  ,i  b  ,  y  e  ’ 

Sias&rte*’  -W®  - « 

Refohed,  I  hat  a  fufficient  quantity  of  (feel  be  fent  to  -reneral 
Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Alb -in  v  fr»  fV.  * 

e  s  and  the  blackfmiths  who  are  appointed  to  go  and  work  for  the 
IftSiSS tfST  °f  New- Jerfey  be  defired  to  pro! 

1  hat  an  account  of  the  money  paid  to  the  Pennfylvania  troops 
who  nave  marched  to  Canada,  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler:  P  ’ 

h  .  r”  A  i  C  epUty.  mufler-mafter  general,  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq- 
be  d.rcaed  to  repair  to  his  pod  forthwith  in  the  northern  army  in  ' 
Canada,  and  that  hc  mutter  the  troops  once  in  every  month,  and 
ma  C  returns  to  Congrefs  and  the  commanding  officer  : 

12th  infttn!  “'I  v.  f’Ven,  bX  ^aeral  Schuyler,  in  his  letter  of  the 
A  *  °  ]t-u^  colonel  Warner  be  approved. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


T 
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Thursday,  February  29,  1776. 

The  colony  of  New  Hampfhire  having  appointed  delegates  for 
the  prefent  year,  William  Whipple,  Efq;  one  of  the  faid  dele¬ 
gates  attended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

*<  Colony  of  New  Hampfhire,  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  January  23,  1776. 

«  Voted,  That  Jofiah  Bartlett,  John  Langdon,  and.  William 
Whipple,  Efqrs.  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  delegates  to  repre- 
fent  this  colony  in  the  Continental  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  this  time,  any  one  of  them  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  others  to  have  full  power  to  reprefent  this  colony,  and 
that  not  more  than  two  of  them  attend  at  one  time.  Sent  up  for 
concurrence, 

P.  White,  Speaker , 
In  Council,  eodem  die. 

Read  and  concurred. 

E.  Thompson,  Secretary, 
A  true  Copy  fro??i  the  Journal  of  Council, 

*  Attefl.  E.  Thompson,  Secretary .” 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofmg  a  let¬ 
ter  from  lord  Drummond  to  general  Robinfon,  and  fundry  other 
papers,  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conlideration  the  let¬ 
ter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  9th  inftant,  and  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  after  the  ift  of  March;  and  after  fometime  the  prefi- 
dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  delired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to  morrow,  refolve  it¬ 
felf  into  a  committe  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  conlideration 
the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  and  the  trade  of  the  colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  1.  177 6. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New  Hampfhire,  with 
a  petition  from  the  faid  colony,  and  fundry  other  papers  were  read, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Wythe,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Dr. 
Franklin. 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  being  prefented 
was  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr. 
Paca. 

A  letter  from  J.  Meafe  commiffary,  with  fundry  Queries, to  which 
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lie  reguefts  the  anfwers  of  Congrefs,  that  he  may  know  how  t*> 
condudt  the  bufmefs  intrufted  to  him,  was  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 

RefolvecJy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr, 
Hewes. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Refolved 9  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  general  affembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  having  tranfmitted 
to  Congrefs  a  ftateof  the  accounts  of  their  colony  againft  the  con¬ 
tinent. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  liquidation  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  claims. 

Refolvedy  That  an  addition  of  thirty  four  dollars  a  month  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  pay  of  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq.  fecretary  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  fervices  at  prefent  attending 
that  office,  by  reafon  of  the  General’s  direction  of  the  naval  depart¬ 
ment. 

Refolved y  That  th  is  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  refolve  itfelfinto 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  letter  of 
gen.  Wafhington,  of  the  14th,  with  the  papers  enclofed. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  treat  with 
the  owners  of  fome  medicines  lately  imported,  and  to  purchafe  the 
fame  on  the  mod  reafonable  terms  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Refolved ,  That  major  gen.  Lee  be  appointed  to  take  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  continental  forces  in  the  fouthern  department. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  theele&ion  of  fix  brigadier  generals, 
and  the  ballots  being  delivered  in  and  examined,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chofen. 

John  Armftrong,  Efq. 

William  Thompfon,  Efq. 

Andrew  Lewis,  Efq. 

James  Moore,  Efq. 

The  right  honorable  William,  earl  of  Sterling. 

Robert  Plowe,  Efq. 

Refolved ,  That  brigadier  gen.  Armftrong  be  dire£led  to  repair  to 
South-Carolina,  brigadiers  Lewis  and  Howe  to  Virginia, and  briga¬ 
dier  Moore  to  North-Carolina,  and  to  take  the  command  of  the 
forces  in  thofe  refpe&ive  Colonies,  until  they  receive  further  orders 
from  Congrefs  or  a  fuperior  officer. 

Refolvedy  That  brigadier  gen.  Thompfon  be  dire£led  to  repair 
to  New- York. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday, 
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Monday,  March  4.  1776. 

Refohed ,  That  Mr.  Alfop  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  claims  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lewis  who  is  abfent,  and  Mr. 
Whipple  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  defires  to  be  excufed 

from  that  fervice. 

ReJolved ,  That  in  cafe  of  the  abfence  of  any  Handing  member 
of  the  committee  of  claims,  the  delegates  of  the  colony  to  which 
he  belongs,  be  impowered  to  nominate  one  of  their  number  to  ait 
in  the  Head  of  the  abfent  member,  till  his  return. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  of  28th  February 
inclofing  a  recommendation  of  gentlemen  for  held  officers  of  the 
four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

Refohed > That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  from  fundry  merchants  of  Montreal,  refpe&ing  the 
Indian  trade. 

A  refolution  of  the  committee  of  infpedlion  for  the  county  or 
Accomac. 

Two  letters  from  brigadier  general  Woollier  of  the  nth  and 
13th  February,  with  feven  papers  enclofed. 

Two  from  brigadier  general  Arnold,  one  of  the  ift,  and  the  o- 
ther  of  the  12th  of  February. 

Four  from  general  Schuyler  dated  the  15th,  20th,  21ft,  and  23d 
of  the  fame  month. 

One  from  general  Lee  of  the  29th. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  of  the  8th. 

And  one  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 

Refohed ,  That  the  memorial  from  the  merchants  of  Montreal, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

That  the  refolution  from  the  committee  of  Accomac,  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

That  the  letters  from  major  generals  Lee  and  Schuyler,  and 
from  brigadier  generals  Woofter  and  Arnold  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruttions  for  the  commiffioners 
going  to  Canada. 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  number 
and  circumftances  of  the  permits  granted  for  exporting  produce 
&c.  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  5 
whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  reftraint  be  taken  off,  which  by  a  refolve  of 
the  26th  of  laft  month  was  laid  upon  veffels  loading  or  loaded  with 
produce  for  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Britilh  Weft- Indies  in 
confequence  of  permifiions  granted  for  arms  and  ammunition  im¬ 
ported  into  thefe  colonies. 

R?fohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  with  all  poffible 
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Expedition  to  fend,  under  a  guard,  ten  tons  of  powder  to  Cambridge ; 
ior  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  gen.  Wafhington. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  fundry  inhabitants 
of  Northumberland,  and  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  near 
Pittfburgh  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

<  Refolded,  That  colonel  Beletre,  major  Longeuil,  and  capt.  Lot- 
biniere,  three  of  the  Canadian  prifoners  who  are  at  Briftol  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  to  confer  with  the 
committee  on  prifoners. 

Th  e  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  5.  1776. 

Two  letters  from  gen.  Schuyler,  dated  the  26  and  27  February, 
with  four  papers  indofed,  among  which  was  a  letter  from  James 
Deane  to  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  read. 

Refolvcd ,  That  the  letter  from  Jamea  Deane  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conflderation  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland, 
&c.  whereupon, 

Refolved,  As  the  faid  memorial  relates  merely  to  difputes  between 
the  memorialilh  and  other  inhabitants  of  faid  county,  and  to  com¬ 
plaints  againft  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county,  and  as  the 
common  courts  of  judicature,  and  efpecially  the  legiflature  of  the 
colony  of  Pennfylvania  are  altogether  competent  for  remedying 
the  grievancies  complained  of,  that  the  faid  memorial  with  the  pa¬ 
pers  therewith  delivered,  betranfmitted  to  the  affembly  of  faid  co¬ 
lony. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confidcration  the  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the 
14th  of  February,  and  the  papers  inclofed,  and  after  fome  time  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confidcration  the  letter  and  papers  to 
them  referred,  but  have  come  to  no  refolution  thereon. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington,  fo  far  as  it  has 
not  been  confidered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  his  other  letters  of  the  24th  and  30th  of 
January  were  referred. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  6.  1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  26  February  was  read. 

Refolved , 
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Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  other- 

letters  are  referred.  .  -  . 

A  letter  from  J.  Palmer  inclofing  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
general  affembly  of  Maflachufctts-Bay  refpefting  lead,  was  read  ; 

®  Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  3  lit  oi  July  lait, 
to  enquire  in  all  the  colonies  after  virgin-lead,  leaden-ore,  and 
the  belt  method  of  collecting,  fmelting,  and  refining  it,  and  alfo 
the  cheapeft  and  eafieft  methods  of  making  fait  in  thefe  colonies,  be 
difcnarged,  and  that  the  bufmefs  of  the  faid  committee  oe  referred 
to  the.  committee  appointed  on  the  23d  of  February  laft,to  conlider 
of  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  fait  petre,  &c.  . 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Palmer  with  the  inclofed  report 

be  referred  to  the  lath  mentioned  committee.  .  _  , 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhmgton  dated  18th  and  2iftof  reorua- 
ry  laid,  inclofing  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  was  leac. 

Refolved ,  That  brigadier  gen.  Thomas  be  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  the  forces  in  Canada,  and  that  gen.  Wafhmgton  be  direCted 
to  order  him  immediately  to  repair  to  that  province. 

Refolved ,  That  brigadier  gen.  Thomas  be  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  a  major  general, and  that  a  commiilion  be  fent  to  him  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  prefident  acquaint  gen.  Wafhmgton  by  ex- 

prefs  of  this  arrangement.  . 

Refolved ,  As  lunar  y  members  of  the  marine  committee  are  a  Li¬ 
fe  nt,  that  their  places  be  fupplied  by  Mr.  Huntington  for  Con¬ 
necticut,  Mr  Sergeant  for  Nevv-Jerfey,  Mr.  Harnfon  for  Virginia, 
and  Mr.  E.  Rutledge  for  South  Carolina.  ' 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  de  dire&ed  to  fend  five  tons 
of  powder  to  New-  York  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  there, 
and  five  tons  of  powder  to  the  fouthern  department  for  the  me  ot 

the  troops  in  faid  department :  f 

That  the  faid  committee  be  direCted  to  return  to  the  colony  or 
Maryland  the  powder  borrowed  by  Mr  Harrifon,  and  to  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  New-York  and  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania 
the  powder  borrowed  of  them  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  direCted  to  deliver  to  the  delegates 
of  the  Delaware  government  one  ton  of  powder,  for  which  they  are 
to  be  accountable,  and  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  one  ton  of 
powder,  for  which  that  colony  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  gen.  Schuyler,  that  tne 
Congrefs  judge  it  neceffary  he  fhould  remain  at  Albany  to  make 
the  proper  arrangements  refpeCting  the  army  deftined  for  Canada, 
and  therefore  that  he  eftablifh  his  head  quarters  at  Albany  until 

further  orders.  . 

Refolved ,  That  Thomas  Bullet,  Efq;  be  appointed  deputy  ad¬ 
jutant  general  in  the  fouthern  department,  with  the  lank  01  ita- 
tenant-colonel.  - 
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h'.jolved ,  1  hat  the  fecret  committee  be  dire£ted  to  deliver  to  co- 
oil  J  Wayne  the  arms  in  their  poffeffion,  for  the  life  of  his  battalion, 

1  f r  fling  fo  many  as  will  be  neceffary  for  the  guard  that  is  to  attend 
tiie  powder  to  Cambridge. 

ihe  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

/ 

Thursday,  March  7,  1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  29th  of  February,  and  a 
letter  from  gen.  Schuyler  of  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  read. 

Refolvcd ,  I  hat  an  order  for  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be 
dravn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut, 
m  part  of  the  money  advanced  by  faid  colony  on  account  of  the 
continent;  and  that  the  faid  colony  be  defired  to  fend  forward  their 
accounts  with  proper  vouchers, in  order  for  liquidation  and  payment. 

1  ne  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Ifaac  Melchior,  on  the  eve¬ 
ning  ot  Saturday  laft,  treated  the  prefident  of  this  Congrefs  with 
great  rudeneis,  and  made  ufe  of  feveral  difrepedfful  and  contemp¬ 
tuous  expreffions  towards  him  and  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  Ifaac  Melchior  attend  the  Congrefs  to¬ 
morrow  morning  at  eleven  o’clock,  to  anfwer  for  his  conduft. 

Refolved ,  That  Edward  Hand,  Efq;  be  promoted  to  be  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  battalion  of  riffle-men  in  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and 
James  Chambers,  Efq ;  to  be  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fame. 

That  William  Winds,  Efq;  be  promoted  to  be  colonel,  of  the 
firft  New-Jerfey  battalion,  and  that  Matthias  Ogden,  Efq.  be  ap¬ 
pointed  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fame. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to  fup- 
ply  the  fir  ft  and  third  New-Jerfey  battalions  with  proper  medicine 
chefts  and  inftruments. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  with  affidavits,  relative  to  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Amboy  packet  boat,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  let¬ 
ters  from  gen.  Wafhington  were  referred. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Ncw-Hampfhire  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read, 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Hall  and  Sellers,  for  printing  the  continental  bills  of  credit, 
the  fum  of  1735.4  dollars  : 

To  Frederick  Becking,  for  102  reams  of  paper  for  the  conti¬ 
nental  bills  of  credit,  the  fum  707.2  dollars  : 

To  the  eflate  of  David  Hall,  deceafed,  for  ftationary  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Congrefs,  the  fum  of  50.6  dollars: 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  twenty  cords  of  wood,  the  fum  of  80 
dollars : 

To 
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To  Wallore  Meng,  for  canteen  ftraps,  the  fum  of  84.3  dollars: 

To  Jared  Tracey,  for  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
Cambridge  the  fum  of  36  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Jofiah  Bartlett,  Efq  : 

*  To  fundries  on  certificates  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral  rifile 
companies  the  fum  of  35.3  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  John  Alfop,  Efq: 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  feveral  prifoners  taken  from  on 
board  the  Rebecca  and  Ann,  the  fum  of  54.7  dollars: 

To  Robert  Erwin  for  waggonage,  the  ium  of  637.7  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  to  morrow  be  affigned  for  ele&ing  the  field  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of 
New-York,  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 


Friday,  March  8 .  1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  field  officers  of  the  four  battalions,  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  the  colony  of  New-York  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen: 
Alexander  M‘Cougal,  Efq.  colonel  Y 

Herman  Zedwitz,  Efq.  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  ifl  battalion. 

Jofeph  Benedict,  Efq.  major  J 

James  Clinton,  Efq.  colonel  Y 

Henry  B.  Livingflon,  Efq.  lient.  colonel  C  of  the  2d  ditto. 

Peter  P.  Schuyler,  Efq.  major  J 


Frederick  Wiefenfels,  Efq.  lieut.  colonel  v  of  the  3d  ditto. 

John  Either,  Efq.  major  j 

Cornelius  D.  Wyncoop,  Efq.  colonel  } 

Philip  Courtlandt,  Efq.  lieutenant  colonel  C>  of  the  4th  ditto. 

John  Nicholfon,  Efq.  major.  j 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Melchior  was  attending 

agreeable  to  the  orders  of  yefterday. 

Ordered ,  That  he  be  called  in. 

Mr.  Melchior  appearing,  the  particulars  of  the  charge  were  re¬ 
peated  to  him,  and  on  his  alluring  the  houfe  of  his  not  remembering 
his  having  behaved  with  the  dil'refpeA  mentioned,  owing  to  the 
particular  circumftances  he  happened  to  be  under,  and  a  thing  par¬ 
don  of  the  Congrefs  and  prefident  for  his  indecent  behaviour. 
Ordered ,  That  in  confideration  of  Mr.  Melchior’s  former  fervices 
and  his  prefent  conceffions,  he  be  difmiffed  from  farther  attendance. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  major  gen.  Schuyler, 
brigadier  gen.  Woofter,  and  brigadier  gen.  Arnold  were  referred, 

brought 
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i  ought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  \  where- 
upon, 

hefolvedy  That  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  go  to  Canada, 
be  defired  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  imprifonment  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  militia  in  that  country  and  others,  and  take  fuch  meafures 
in  concert  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  continental  forces 
there,  for  their  enlargement  or  confinement,  as  are  confiltent.  with 
the  principles  of  jullice,  and  the  fafety  of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  the  provifions  made  by  gen.  Lee  and  gen.  Schuyler  to 
fupply  the  army  in  Canada  with  pork,  the  dire&ion  given  by  gen. 
Lee  to  have  wheat  ground  into  flour  for  their  ufe,  and  his  contraft 
with  the  company  of  carpenters  be  approved;  and  that  Mr.  Peter 
Zabrifkie,  of  Hackinfack,  be  employed  to  tranfport  the  pork,  to 
be  procured  in  New-Jerfey,  to  Hudlon’s  River,  according  to  gen. 
Schuyler’s  defire. 

That  when  the  articles  fpecified,  in  the  rations  allowed  to  the 
prifoners  of  war,  cannot  be  procured, the  perfons  who  fupply  them 
with  other  provifions  be  intitledto  eight  pence,  New- York  currency, 
or  one- twelfth  of  a  dollar  per  day  for  every  prifoner: 

That  Indians  be  not  employed  as  foldiers  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  Colonies,  before  the  tribes  to  which  they  belong,  ffiall  in 
a  national  council,  held  in  the  cuflomary  manner,  have  confented. 
thereunto,  nor  then,  without  exp  refs  approbation  of  Congrefs. 

That  gen.  Schuyler  be  diredted  to  provide  fuch  a  number  of 
batteaus  for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  as  fhall  be  fufficient  for  it. 

That  gen.  Schuyler  be  defired  to  purchafe  the  cloth,  which  Mr. 
Henry  of  Albany  hath  for  tents. 

That  the  committee  of  infpedlion  and  obfervation  for  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be  defired  to  coliedl  all  the  gold  and 
filver  coin  they  can,  to  be  exchanged  for  continental  bills  of  credit, 
for  the  fervice  of  Canada. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  and 
report  the  belt  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada, 
with  provifions  and  neceffaries: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  L. 
Morris. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  io,ooc  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
making  of  mufkets,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Hazen,  of  the  1 8th  of  February  laft,  in- 
cloling  an  account  and  efiimate  of  the  Ioffes  he  has  fuflained,  was 
received  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  who  are  diredted  to  examine 
the  faid  account,  and  report  upon  the  feveral  articles. 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  the  2d,  and  a  letter  from 
o-en.  Lee,  of  the  cth,  being  received  were  read. 

Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  March  9.  1776. 

ReCclved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gen-  Waftiington,  defiring 
jjjm  to  fend  capt.  Connor  of  the  riffle  battalion  to  Philadelphia, 
the  Congrefs  having  occcafion  to  employ  him  in  the  fouthern  de¬ 
partment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftructions  for  the  com- 
mifiioners  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draught  which  was  read. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Stephen  Decatur,  mailer  of  the  fchoo- 
ner  L’Efperience,  and  one  from  John  Baptifto  Hugonence,  mailer 
ofthe  Tartar  the  Marc  Anthony,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read,  praying  leave  to  export  certain  fgecies  of  produce,  on  con¬ 
ditions  fpecified  in  their  petitions. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  faid  petitions  be  granted.. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  ilate  of  the  colonies  in  the  fouthern  department. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnilon,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Refolved  >  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  and  au¬ 
thorized  to  fign  and  number  the  bills  of  credit  of  four  millions  of 

dollars  now  emitting,  viz.  . 

Samuel  Morris,  John  Kaighn,  Nicholas  Garrifon,  Jofepli  Vv  at- 
kins,  Anthony  Morris,  Frederic  Kuhl,  Matthew  Clarkfon,  John 
Ord,  William  Webb,  Ifaac  Hazlehurft,  Thomas  Morris,  Morde- 
cai  Lewis,  Cornelius  Barnes,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Robert  ~  uck- 
nifs,  Thomas  Coombe,  Daniel  C-lymer,  George  Campbell,  Jofeph 
Parker,  Robert  Evans,  Adam  Hubly  Joel  Evans,  John  Meafejohn 
Purviance,  Robert  Hazlehurft, Walter  Shee  Jofeph  Pvedman ,  Phineas 
Bond,  William  Matters  John  Salter,  John  Howard,  Thomas  Leech, 
Thomas  Smith, Philip  Kinfey,  Robert  Roberts, Ifaac  Howell, James 
Milligan,  Tench  Tilghman,  Jofeph  Bullock,  David  Duncan,  John 
Shaw,  jun.  James  Thompfon,  Benjamin  Brannan,  Samuel  Selleis, 
Ifaac  Pearfon,  John  Sellers,  Benjamin  Jacobs,  Ifrael  Wheeler, 
Joliah  Flewes,  Andrew  Tybout,  George  Douglas,  Peter  Stretch , 
Samuel  C.  Morris,  Samuel  Hillegas,  Nathan  Sellers,  Geoi  ge  tjrray, 
jun.  James  Alh,  Samuel  Maffey,  John  Williams,  and  William 

Cq 

Refolved,  That  before  the  figners  enter  upon  their  office  they 
(hall  refpeftively  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  magnlrate, 
which  (hall  be  filed  with  the  committee  of  treafury,  to  the  foil  <w- 
ing  effect;  that  they  (hall  well  and  truly  fign  and  number  all  the 
bills  to  be  delivered  to  them  by  the  infpeftors  of  the  prefs  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  Congrefs,  and  the  fame  fo  figned  and  numbered,  (hall 
deliver  or  caufe°o  be  delivered  to  the  continental  treafurers,  or  one 


of  them. 


And 
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And  for  avoiding  the  dangers  from  fire,  robbery,  or  negligence  - 
\°r°e  )>  .  la^  ^ie  ln^pcbtors  of  the  prefs  fhall  not  deliver  to  a- 

“y  ,  a,s  °f  figners  more  than  two  parcels  of  two  hundred  fheets 
eacn, to  be  in  their  hands  at  any  one  time. 

Refolved , .  I  hat  no  oath  by  way  of  teft  be  impofed  upon,  cxadl- 

ca  or  required  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  by  any 
military  officers.  J  J 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  one 

ton  of  powder  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  public  fervice 
m  that  colony.  r 

I  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofiponed. 

Aojoui  ned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Mo  nday,  March  ii,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  8th  inclofing  three  papers;  and, 
A  letter  of  the  convention  of  New-York  of  the  7th,  inclofing 
an  application  from  Patrick  Sinclair,  a  prifoner,  for  leave  to  return 
to  Em  ope,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

I  he  Congrefs  taking  into  conlideration  the  letter  from  the  con¬ 
vention  of  NewA  ork,  and  the  application  of  P.  Sinclair. 

Refolved,  That  Patrick  Sinclair  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe. 
Refolved ,  Ti  bat  an  order  for  2500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to 

enable  them  to  pay  for  tfye  fhoes  purchafed  by  them  for  the  nor¬ 
thern  army. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conferwith 
gen.  Lee,  refpe&ing  the  ways  and  means  of  defending  New-York. 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.* 

Rutledge. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Town,  for  789  canteens,  the  fum  of  341.9  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid.  ?  •*# 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  diredted  to 
provide  fix  medicine  chefls  for  the  fix  Virginia  battalions. 

f  he  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  inftrudlions  to  the  com- 
rniffioners  going  to  Canada,  and  having  fpefit  fome  time  thereon, 
Refolved ,  I 'hat  the  farther  conlideration  thereof  be  pofiponed 
till  to  morrow. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofiponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  12.  1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commiflary,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Edmund  Cuftis,  and  a  letter  from  the  commit¬ 
tees  of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read ; 


Refolved \ 


March*  1776. 
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whole  Congrefs. 


Refohed,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 


A  letter  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Weftmoreland,  of  the  6th 

inftant,  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Hall  Jackfon,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftru&ions 
to  the  commiflioners  going  to  Canada,  and  after  feme  time  fpent 
thereon. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Tvlofes  Hazen, 
and  the  report  of  perfons  appointed  to  ftate  the  account  of  Ioffes 
and  damages  fuftained  by  him  in  Canada  were  refeired,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  as  follows  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  lofs  and  damage  fuftain-' 
ed  by  colonel  Hazen  in  Canada,  have  not  been  eftimated  with  fuf- 
ficient  accuracy ;  that  fome  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  inven¬ 
tory  are  prefumed  to  be  over-rated,  the  quantities  of  leveral  others 
reducible  to  exa£tnefs  in  number,  weight,  or  meafure,  are  not  a- 
feertained,  and  the  reafons  for  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  any  of 
them  by  the  witneffes,  are  not  explicit  enough  in  their  examinati¬ 
ons  ;  that  although  the  grain,  grafs,  and  hay  mentioned  in  the  ac¬ 
count  are  admitted  by  col  Hazen,  in  his  letter,  to  have  been  part¬ 
ly  deftroyed  by  the  minifterial  troops,  the  whole  value  is  extend¬ 
ed  ;  that  the  effimate  of  crops  are  fo  general,  it  cannot  be  difeo- 
vered  by  what  rule  they  were  formed,  or  to  what  ftandard  adjuil- 
ed;  that  the  damage  done  to  the  dwelling-houfe,  ftone-houfe,  out- 
houfes,  barn,  and  farms,  are  not  particularifed  or  fpecified  ;  that 
a  Gonfiderable  part  of  what  a  re-imburfement  is  claimed  for,  is 
houfhold-furniture,  wearing-apparel,  tools,  utenfils,  cables,  and 
anchors,  fuggefted  to  have  been  plundered  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  Colonies  and  Canadians,  who  joined  them;  and  your  com¬ 
mittee  believe  that  no  reparation  of  the  like  kind  hath  yet  been 
made  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  profit  which  might  have  been 
made  of  the  mills  and  houfes,  if  the  owner  had  not  been  deprived  of 
the  ufe  of  them,  being  merely  contingent  and  conjeftural,  are  fuch 
as  have  not  ufually  been  made  good  in  fimilar  cafes.  [Whereupon, 
Refohed ,  That  the  commiflioners  who  are  going  to  Canada  be 
deli  red  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  examine,  Hate,  and  fettle  an 
account  of  the  lofs  and  damage  colonel  Hazen  hath  fullained  in  his 
property  and  poffefiions  in  Canada,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  report  the  fame,  with  any  fpecial  matters  they  may 
think  fit,  to  Congrefs  ;  annexing  to  their  reports,  the  eftlmates, 


examinations  of  the  witneffes,  and  other  pSpers  relative  therteo  : 


( 


90 


Journals  of  Congress. 


.  Rtfolvedy  1  hat  if  any  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  field  officers 
in  the  four  battalions  railing  in  New-York,  for  the  defence  of  that 
colony,  are  provided  for  in  Canada,  they  be  directed  to  continue 
tlieie,  exercifing  the  offices  to  which  they  are  appointed,  and  that 
others  be  elected  in  their  room  in  the  four  battalions  aforefaid;  and 
■  that  flich  of  them  as  are  not  provided  for  in  Canada,  be  dire&ed 
immediately  to  repair  to  their  refpedlive  battalions. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  13.  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Effex  in  New-Jerfey,  of  the  7th, 
and  a  letter  from  captain  J.  Macpherfon  of  the  J2th,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  on  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlamb,  contractor  for  fupplying  col. 
Wayne’s  battalion  with  rations,  he  to  be  accountable. 

ReJ'ohed ,  That  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurers  of  North-Caro- 
lina,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  colony  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fupply  the 
colony  of  Maryland  with  300  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Cecil  county. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  the  bell  .ways  and  means  of  raifing  the  neceffary  fupplies  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  war  for  the  prefent  year,  over  and  above 
the  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr,  Gerry,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  fundries,  for  expences  incurred  at  the  oration  in  memory  of 
general  Montgomery,  the  fum  of  94.3  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Ordered >  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  the  indian  traders 
at  Montreal  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  memorial  from  the  merchants,  trad¬ 
ers,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memorial  of  Ed¬ 
mund  Cullis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Accomac  and 
Northampton,  the  letters  from  general  Waffiington,  and  the  lfate 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  the  pre- 
fulent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  mutters  heretofore  referred  to  them. 

My. 
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Mr.  W.  Livingflon  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for 
appointing  a  faft,  which  was  granted. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  purchafe 
the  armed  veflel  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  on  the  moll  reaionable 
terms,  for  the  fervices  of  the  continent,  and  that  her  defoliation  be 
left  to  faid  committee. 

Refolved,  That  the  expences  of  the  horfes  of  aids  de  camp,  when 
travelling  in  the  public  fervice,  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  general  Lee  refpedling 
the  defence  of  New -York,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  eight  thoufand  men  be  ordered  for  the  defence 
of  the  colony  of  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  orders  iffue  to  colonel  Irvine,  colonel  Shee,  and 
colonel  Magaw,  of  the  Pennfylvama  troops,  and  to  colonel  Day- 
ton  of  the  New-jerfey  troops,  to  march  immediately  with  their 
relpedtive  battalions  to  New-York,  and  to  put  themfelves  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  there. 

A  letter  from  general  Prefcot  of  the  14th,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on  prifonersbe  directed  to  confer 
with  gen.  Prefcot  on  the  fubjeCt  of  his  letter,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  alfemblies, 
conventions,  and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  United 
Colonies,  immediately  to  caufe  all  perfons  to  be  difarmed  within 
their  refpe&ive  colonies,  who  are  notorioufly  difaffecled  to  the 
caufe  of  America,  or  who  have  not  affociated,  and  lhall  refufe  to 
affiociate  to  defend  by  arms  thefe  United  Colonies,  againft  the  hof- 
tile  attempts  of  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies  ;  and  to  apply  the 
arms  taken  from  fucli  perfons  in  each  refpe-dfive  colony,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  the  arming  the  continental  troops  raifed  in  faid  colony,  in 
the  next,  to  the  arming  fuch  troops  as  are  raifed  by  the  colony  for 
its  own  defence,  and  the  refidue  to  be  applied  to  the  arming  the 
affociators ;  that  the  arms  when  taken  be  appraifed  by  indifferent 
perfons,  and  fuch  as  are  applied  ,o  the  arming  the  continental 
troops  be  paid  for  by  the  Congrefs,  and  the  refidue  by  the  refpec- 
tive  affemblies,  conventions,  or  councils,  or  committees,  of  fafety  : 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted 
by  the  delegates  of  each  colony,  to  their  refpedtive  affemblies,  con-, 
ventions,  or  councils  or  committees  of  fafety. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  William  Hencher,  for  waggon-hire,  in  conveying  captain 
Stevenfon’s  baggage,  &c.  to  Cambridge,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mofes  Hunter  : 

To 
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To  R.achel  Stille,  for  boarding  feveral  officers,  prifoners,  to 
the  8th  of  March  inflant,  the  fum  of  224.7  dollars  : 

Fineur,  for  live  hundred  and  eleven  tin  cartridge 
boxes,  the  fum  of  221.4  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

I  R 1  day,  March  15.  1776. 

Sundry  letters  being  received  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz.  ° 


One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  7th,  with  two  papers  in- 
clofed,  with  a  number  of  intercepted  letters  ;  two  from  lord  Stir¬ 
ling  dated  the  12th  and  13th ;  one  from  lieutenant-colonel  Allen 
of  the  13th;  one  from  the  convention  of  New- York  ;  and,  one 
from  general  Schuyler  of  the  6th. 

Rejoined ,  T.  hat  the  expences  of  the  horfes  of  general  officers, 
when  travelling  in  the  Lrvice  of  the  continent,  be  defrayed  by  the 
United  Col  onies. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Franklin  call  on  gene¬ 
ral  Lee,  and  direct  him  immediately  to  repair  to  the  fouthern  de¬ 
partment,  and  take  the  command  of  the  forces  there. 

Refolved ,  That  four  mufkets  and  bayonets  be  lent  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  guards  that  accompany  the 
powder  fent  to  that  colony. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  conlideration  the  (late  of  New-York,  and  after  fome  time 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that 
the  committee  have  come  to  certain  refolutions,  which  they  direc¬ 
ted  him  to  lay  before  Congrefs,  which  being  done. 

Refolved ,  That  captain  Nelfon  with  his  riffle  company  be  direft- 
ed  immediately  to  repair  to  New-York. 

Refolved y  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  conventions  or 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety  of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey  be 
requeued  to  hold  their  militia  in  readinefs  to  march  in  fuch  num¬ 
bers  and  at  fuch  times  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  as  the  conti¬ 
nental  commander  at  New-York  fflall  defire ;  and  that  the  pay  of 
the  militias  called  to  the  defence  of  New-York  be  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  continental  troops  raifed  and  employed  in  the  middle  depart¬ 
ment,  to  commence  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Rejolvedy  That  lord  Stirling  be  directed  to  order  the  troops  def¬ 
ined  for  Canada  to  proceed  on  their  march,  agreeable  to  their 
former  orders. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  14th,  inclofing  a  copy  of  ge¬ 
neral 
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ieral  orders  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  was  laid  before  Con- 

*  RMvedy  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Lord  Stirling, directing  him 
immediately  to  fend  forward  the  powder  deflined  lor  Cambridge, 
unlefs  he  has  received  exprefs  advice  from  general  Wafhmgton,  Lnat 
the  enemy’s  fleet  and  army  have  failed  out  of  the  harbour  of  Bolton. 
Refolved ,  That  the  account  of  Mr.  Price  of  Canada  be  referred 

to  the  committee  of  claims. 

A  petition  from  Coquataginta  or  captain  White  Eyes,  was  pi  e- 

fented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Wilfon,  <md  i  ir. 

R.  LL  Lee, 

Refolved ,  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prifoner  at :  Lan- 
caller,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  to  meet  his  vsiie  a** 
children,  and  there  refide  till  further  orders. 

Mr.  W.  Livingston,  purfuant  to  leave  granted, _  brought  in  a 
refolution  for  appointing  a  fall,  which  being  taken  into  confidera- 

tion,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

In  times  of  impending  calamity  and  diflrefs;  when  the  liberties 
of  America  are  imminently  endangered  by  the  fecret  machinations 
and  open  affaults  of  an  infidious  and  vindictive  adminiflration,  it 
becomes  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  thefe  hitherto  free  and  happy  co¬ 
lonies,  with  true  penitence  of  heart,  and  the  mod  reverent  devoti¬ 
on,  publicly  to  acknowledge  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God: 
to  confefs  and  deplore  our  offences  againfl  him ;  and  to  fupplicate 
his  interpofition  for  averting  the  threatened  danger,  and  profper- 
ing  our  ilrenuous  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  virtue,  and  pof- 
terity. 

The  Congrefs,  therefore,  confidering  the  warlike  preparations 
of  the  Britifli  miniflry  to  fubvert  our  invaluable  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges,  and  to  reduce  us  by  fire  and  fword,  by  the  favages  of  the 
wildernefs,  and  our  own  domeflics,  to  the  moil  abjeCl  and  ignomi¬ 
nious  bondage  :  Defirous,  at  the  fame  time  to  have  people  of  all 
ranks  and  degrees  duly  impreffed  with  a  folemn  fenfe  of  God  s  fu- 
perintending  providence,  and  of  their  duty,  devoutly  to  rely  in  all 
their  lawful  enterprizes  on  his  aid  and  direction,  do  earneftly  re¬ 
commend,  that  Friday ,  the  1 7th  day  of  May  next, be  obferved  by  the 
faid  colonies  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  falling,  and  prayer;  that  we  may 
with  united  hearts  confefs  and  bewail  our  manifold  fins  and  tranf- 
greflions,  and  by  a  fincere  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  ap- 
peafe  his  righteous  difpleafure,  and  through  the  merits  and  me¬ 
diation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  obtain  his  pardon  and  forgivenefs  ;  hum¬ 
bly  imploring  his  a  Hi  fiance  to  fru  {Irate  the  cruel  purpofes  of  our 
unnatural  enemies  ;  and  by  inclining  their  hearts  to  juftice  and  be¬ 
nevolence,  prevent  the  further  effufion  of  kindred  blood.  But  if, 
continuing  deaf  to  the  voice;  of  reafon  and  humanity,  and  inflexibly 
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ngress, 


a“d  War>  theY  conftrain  us  to  repel  their  hof. 
Hoft<:  tT'V1  ^  0Pet’  reliftance,  that  it  may  pleafe  the  Lord  of 
with  in  *  ^ui  °r  °  ■  ^\rmies*  to  animate  our  officers  and  foldiers 
battle  fortltudf>  to  Suard  and  Protea  them  in  the  day  of 

Viftorv  nT)  f  CT  ntrthe  TT?*3'  a'mS  b>'  fea  and  land  with 
S  it'  :  i-  ™  7  bf^hing  him  to  blefs  our  civil 

feibr  T  r  prefa,tat,VeS  ofr  the  PeoP'e.  in  their  feveral  af- 
iembl.es  and  conventions ;  to  preferve  and  (Lengthen  their  union 

to  infpire  them  with  an  ardent  difinterefted  love  of  their  country  • 
-o  give  wifiiom  and  liability  to  their  councils  ;  and  direft  them  to 
the  moll  efficacious  meafures  for  ellablilhing  the  rights  of  America 
on  the  moll  honourable  and  permanent  bafis— that  he  would  be 
gracioudy  p  eafed  to  blefs  all  his  people  in  thefe  colonies  with 
health  and  plenty,  and  grant  that  a  fpirit  of  incorruptible  patrio¬ 
tism,  and  of  pure  undefiled  religion,  may  univerfally  prevail  ;  and 
tins  continent  be  fpeedily  reftored  to  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  li- 
erty  and  enabled  to  tranfmit  them  inviolate  to  the  lateil  polleri- 
ty.  And  it  is  recommended  to  chriftians  of  all  denominations  to 

alfemble  for  public  worfh.p,  and  abllain  from  fervile  labour  on  the 
iaid  day. 

Refolved  That  another  brigadier  general  be  appointed  in  the 
continental  army. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

The  baron  de  Woedtke  was  elefted. 

Refolved,  That  Frederic  William,  baron  de  Woedtke,  appoint¬ 
ed  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  or¬ 
dered  immediately  to  repair  to  New- York,  there  to  remain  until 
the  commiffioners  appointed  to  go  into  Canada  (hall  reach  that  co¬ 
lony  .  and  that  he  be  directed  to  join  and  accompany  them  into 

•  i  «  /  ^  commander  of  the  continental 

troops  in  that  province. 

Refolved ,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  continue,  agreeable  to  his 
contrail,  to  fupply  with  rations  the  Pennfylvania  battalions  ferv- 
ing  in  New-York. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Blewer,  and  Daniel  Robinfon  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrcfs  and  read.  r 

Refolded,  1  hat  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 

pfc. 


grefs. 


The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  memorial  from  the* 
merchants,  traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the 
memorial  from  Edmund  Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  Committees  of 
Accomac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  from  Jofeph  Blewer 
and  Daniel  Robinfon,  &c.  And  after  fome  time  the  prefident  re¬ 
lumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclulion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  lit 
.a£ain*  Refolved , 


Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
ration  the  matters  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  March  18,  177 6. 

Refolved ,  That  the  treafurers  be  dire&ed  to  lay  on  the  table  an 
account  of  the  lilver  and  gold  coin  in  the  treafury. 

Rejhved ,  That  Monf.  Arundel  be  dire&ed  to  repair  to  the 
fouthern  department,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  ge¬ 
neral  Lee  ;  and  that  general  Lee,  if  he  find  him  capable,  be  di¬ 
rected  to  employ  him  in  the  artillery  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea¬ 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  to  be  applied  to  the  pro¬ 
curing  neceflaries,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  fubfiftance  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions  ;  and  that  the  colonels  be  directed  to  ac¬ 
count  with  Mr.  Meafe  for  the  feveral  fums  advanced  to  them. 

1  The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  take  into  their  farther  confi deration  the  memorial  from  the  mer¬ 
chants,  traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  me¬ 
morial  of  Edmund  Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Ac- 
comac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  of  Jofeph  Blewer  and 
Daniel  Robinfon,  and  after  fome  time  the  president  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  un¬ 
der  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to 
fundry  refolutions,  but  that  not  having  concluded,  they  delired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Henry  not  having  accepted  the  commiffion  of  colonel  the 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  for  the  firfl  Virgi¬ 
nia  battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Chriftian,  Efq;  formerly  lieutenant-colonel  in  faid 
battalion,  was  elected  colonel  ;  and, 

Francis  Eppes,  Efq;  formerly  major,  was  eleCled  lieutenant- 

colonel  ;  and, 

John  Green,  Efq;  was  elected  major. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera¬ 
tion  the  matters  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

%  A 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1776* 

Refolved ,  That  Monf.  Dohicky  Arundel  be  appointed  a  captain 
of  artillery  in  the  continental  fervice. 

That  general  Lee  be  directed  to  fet  on  foot  the  railing  a  compa¬ 
ny  of  artillery,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  to  appoint  the  other  officers  of 
the  faid  company  of  artillery. 
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A  letter  of  the  15  th  from  colonel  Dayton  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  procuring 
mu  fleets. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  captain  Woolverton  with  his  company  be  taken 
into  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
repair  with  his  company  as  foon  as  properly  armed  and  accouter¬ 
ed,  to  New- York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  commanding  officer 
there;  and  that  the  pay  of  captain  Woolverton’s  company  com¬ 
mence  from  the  time  they  are  provided  with  arms  and  accoutre¬ 
ments. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Beletre,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  and  fun- 
d  y  letters  from  Cameron  and  Smith  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  cap¬ 
tain  Barry  of  the  brig  Lexington  with  one  ton  of  powder. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  {fate 
and  fituation  of  the  prifoners  at  Trenton,  report  thereon  as  foon 
as  poffible. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fnm  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay- 
mafter  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  com¬ 
mand  of  general  Wafnington. 

That  the  fum  of  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his  command. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftru&ions  &c.  to  the 
commiffioners  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draught  of  farther 
inftrudtions,  and  of  a  commiffion,  which  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  conlkleration  the  memorial  from  the  mer¬ 
chants,  traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  me¬ 
morial  from  Edmund  Cuflis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of 
Accomac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  of  Jofeph  Blewcr 
and  Daniel  Robinfon,  and  after  iome  time  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confederation  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come 
to  fur.dry  refolutions,  which  they  directed  him  to  lay  before 
Congrefs, 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read  ; 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  a 
declaration  purfuant  to  laid  report,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Con¬ 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  an  inftru&ion  to  faid  committee  to  receive 
and  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes,  that  “  all  feamen  and  mariners  on 
board  of  merchant  fhips  and  veficls,  taken  and  condemned  as 

prizes. 
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Prizes  fhall  be  entitled  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  terms  of 
their  contracts,  until  the  time  of  condemnation.^ 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  and  queries  of  Mi.  Mesfe 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  report  which  was  read. 

Ordered ,  to  lie  on  the  table.  * 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  committee,  and  of  the  committee  for  receiving  the  applica¬ 
tions  and  examining  the  qualifications  of  gentlemen  app  ymg  or 
offices  in  the  continental  fervice. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wnfhington 
dated  the  14th  and  26th  of  February  laft,  and  the  letter  from  lord 
Stirling  of  the  25th  of  fame  month  were  r  ferred,  brought  in  their 
report,' which  was  read, and  the  fame  b:ing  taken  into  con,  deration, 
Refolved ,  That  the  firft  part  thereof  be  re-committed. 

Refolved ,  That  the  value  of  the  paffage  boat,  York,  be  made 
good  to  Michael  Kearney,  jun.  the  owner  thereof;  it  appearing 
that  {he  was  impreffed  into  the  continental  fervice,  and  emp.oye 
in  takino-the  {hip  Blue  Mountain  Valley,  and  for  that  reafon  af- 
terwards^feized  and  detained  by  order  of  captain  Parker,  comman¬ 
der  of  the  Britiffi  ihip  of  war,  Phenix;  and  that  lord  Stirling  be 
defired  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  value  faid  boat,  and  report 
fuch  valuation  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member  be  ele&ed  for  the  fecret  committee  m 
the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  is  abfent. 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  was  elected. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  20,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  16th,  was  laid  before  Cor*- 

prefs  and  read. 

°  Refolved ,  That  three  members  be  eleded  for  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  a  war-office  in  the  room  of 
three,  who  are  neceffarily  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee>  and  Mr. 

Tohnfon.  .  t 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 

Magaw  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  lire  arms  for  his  battalion, 

he  to  be  accountable.  r  .  .  . 

The  Cono-refs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  lnitructions  and 

commiffion  to  the  deputies  or  commiffioners  going  to  Canada,  and 
the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Instructions,  tic* 

■  Gentlemen ,  #  , 

You  are  with  all  convenient  difpatch  to  repair  to  Canada,  an 
make  known  to  the  people  of  that  country,  the  wifhes  and  intenti¬ 
ons  of  the  Congrefs  with  refpe£I  to  them. 
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Represent  to  them  that  the  arms  of  the  United  Colonies,  having  * 
ceil  caii  red  into  that  province  for  the  purpofe  of  frudrating  the  de- 
o  the  Biitifh  court  againd  our  common  liberties,  We  expert 
ll0t  y  defeat  the  hodile  machinations  of  gov.  Carlton  againd 
US,  but  that  we  (hall  put  it  into  the  power  of  our  Canadian  breth¬ 
ren  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  for  fecuring  their  own  freedom  and 

liappmefs,  as  a  generous  love  of  liberty  and  found  policy  diall  dic¬ 
tate  to  them.  J 

.  Inform  tllem>  tIiat  in  our  judgment  their  intereds  and  ours  are 
infeparably  united;  that  it  is  impofiible  we  can  be  reduced  to  a  fer- 
vile  fubmiflion  to  Great  Britain  without  their  fharing  our  fate:  And 
on  the  other  hand,  if  we  fhall  obtain,  as  we  doubt  not  we  fhall,  a 
u  eftablilhment  of  our  rights,  it  depends  wholly  on  their  choice 
whether  they  will  participate  with  us  in  thofe  blefiings,  or  dill  re¬ 
main  fubje&  to  every  ad  of  tyranny,  which  Britifh  miniders  fhall 
B  ea  e  to  exeicife  over  them.  Urge  all  fuch  arguments,  as  your 
prudence  fhall  fugged,  to  inforce  our  opinion  concerning  the  mu¬ 
tual  mi  Lu  eft  of  tue  two  countries,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  im- 
pofTibility  of  the  war  being  concluded  to  the  difadvantage  of  thefe 
colonies,  if  we  wifely  and  vigoroufly  co-operate  with  each  other. 

lo  convince  them  of  the  uprightnefs  of  our  intentions  towards 
tuem,  you  are  to  declare  that  it  is  our  inclination,  that  the  people 
<  d  Canada  may  fet  up  fuch  a  form  of  government,  as  will  be  mod 
likely,  in  their  judgment,  to  produce" their  happinefs  :  And  you 
are  in  the  dronged  terms  to  aflure  them,  that  it  is  our  earned  de¬ 
fire  to  adopt  them  into  our  union,  as  a  filler  colony,  and  to  fecure 
the  fame  general  fyflem  of  mild  and  equal  Jaws  for  them  and  for 
ourfelves,  with  only  fuch  local  differences  as  may  be  agreeable  to 
each  colony  refpedively. 

Aflure  the  people  of  Canada,  that  we  have  no  apprehenfion  that 
the  French  will  take  any  part  with  Great  Britain;  but  that  it  is 
then  inter  eft,  and  we  have  rcafon  to  believe  their  inclination  to 
cultivate  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  thefe  colonies. 

You  are  from  this,  and  fuch  other  reafons  as  may  appear  mod 
proper,  to  urge  the  necedity  the  people  are  under  of  immediately 
taking  fome  deciiive  dep,  to  put  themfelves  under  the  protection 
of  the  United  Colonies.  For  expediting  fuch  a  meafure,  you  are 
to  explain  to  them  our  method  of  collecting  the  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  conducting  our  affairs  regularly  by  committees  of  obfervation 
and  infpedtion  in  the  feveral  didridts,  and  by  conventions  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  fafety  in  the  feveral  colonies.  Recommend  thefe  modes 
to  them.  Explain  to  them  the  nature  and  principles  of  government 
among  freemen;  developing,  in  contrad  to  thofe,  the  bafe,  cruel, 
and  inlidious  defigns  involved  in  the  late  a£t  of  parliament,  for  ma¬ 
king  a  more  effectual  provifion  for  the  government  of  the  province 
of  Quebec.  Endeavour  to  ftimulate  them  by  motives  of  glory  as 
well  as  intered,  to  aliume  a  part  in  a  conted,  by  which  they  mud 
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1>e  deeply  affected  ;  and  to  afpire  to  a  portion  of  that  power,  by 
which  they  are  ruled;  and  not  to  remain  the  mere  fpoils  and  prey 
of  conquerors  and  lords. 

You  are  further  to  declare,  that  we  hold  facred  the  rights  of  con¬ 
fidence,  and  may  promife  to  the  whole  people,  folemnly  in  our  name 
the  free  and  undifturbed  exercife  oftheir  religion,  and  to  the  cler¬ 
gy  the  full,  perfect,  and  peaceable  poffeffion  and  enjoyment  of  all 
their  eilates;  that  the  government  of  every  thing  relating  to  their 
religion  and  clergy,  fhall  be  left  intirely  in  the  hands  of  the  good 
people  of  that  province,  andfuch  legiflature  as  they  fhall  conftitute; 
provided  however,  that  all  other  denominations  of  chriftians  be  e- 
qually  entitled  to  hold  offices,  and  enjoy  civil  privileges,  and  the 
free  exercife  oftheir  religion,  and  be  totally  exempt  from  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  any  tithes  or  taxes  for  the  iupport  of  any  religion. 

Inform  them  that  you  are  veiled  by  thisCongrefs  with  full  pow¬ 
ers  to  effect  thefe  purpofes;  and  therefore  prefs  them  to  have  a 
complete  reprefentation  ofthe  people  affembled  in  convention  with 
all  poffible  expedition,  to  deliberate  concerning  the  ellablifhment 
of  a  form  of  government,  and  a  union  with  the  United  Colonies* 
As  to  the  terms  of  union,  infill  on  the  propriety  of  their  being  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  on  which  the  other  colonies  unite.  Should  they  ob¬ 
ject  to  this,  report  to  this  Congrefs  the  objections,  and  the  terms 
on  which  alone  they  will  come  into  our  union.  Should  they  agree 
to  our  terms,  you  are  to  promife  in  the  names  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  that  we  will  defend  and  proteCl  the  people  of  Canada  againfl 
all  enemies,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  will  defend  and  protect  any 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  ellablifh  a  free  prefs,  and  to  give  directions  for  the 
frequent  publication  of  fuch  pieces  as  may  be  of  fervice  to  the  caufe 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  fettle  all  difputes  between  the  Canadians  and  the  con¬ 
tinental  troops,  and  to  make  fuch  regulations  relating  thereto,  as 
you  fhall  judge  proper. 

You  are  to  make  a  IlriCl  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of 
the  imprifonment  of  colonel  Du  Free,  lieutenant  colonel  Nefeu, 
Major  St.  George  Du  Pree,  and  Major  Gray,  officers  of  the  mili¬ 
tia,  and  of  John  Frazer,  Efq.  late  a  judge  of  the  police  at  Montre¬ 
al,  and  take  fuch  orders  concerning  them  as  you  fhall  judge  moll 
proper. 

In  reforming  any  abufes  you  may  obferve  in  Canada,  eftabliffi- 
ing  and  enforcing  regulations  for  prefervation  of  peace  and  good 
order  there,  and  compofing  differences  between  the  troops  of  the 
United  Colonies  and  the  Canadians,  all  officers  and  foldiers  are  re¬ 
quired  to  yield  obedience  to  you;  and  to  enforce  the  decilions  that 
you  or  any  two  of  you  may  make,  you  are  impowered  to  fufpend 
any  military  officer  from  the  exercife  of  his  commiffion,  till  the 
pleafure  of  the  Congrefs  fhall  be  known,  if  you  or  any  two  of  you 
fhall  think  it  expedient.  You 
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^  011  ai*e  a^°  empowered  to  fit  and  vote  as  members  of  council? 
or  war,  in  directing  fortifications  and  defences  to  be  made,  or  to 
be  demolifhed,  by  land  or  by  water;  and  to  draw  orders  on  the 
pr eli dent  for  any  Aims  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars  in  the  whole  to  dclray  the  expence  of  the  works. 

Ladly,  You  are,  by  all  lae  means  you  can  ufe,  to  promote  the 
execution  of  the  refolutions  now  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  in 
Congrefs. 

On.  I\lotion  Rtfolved,  That  the  following  additional  inftrudtions 
be  given  to  the  commdlioners  aforefaid. 

You  are  empowered  and  directed  to  promote  and  encourage  the 
trade  of  Canada  with  the  indian  nations,  and  to  grant  pafiports  for 
the  cairymg  it  on,  as  far  as  it  may  con  fill  with  the  fafety  of  the 
troops,  and  the  public  good. 

You  are  alfo  directed  and  authorized  to  afTurc  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  that  their  commerce  with  foreign  nations  fhall  in  all  re- 
fpects  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  with,  and  encouraged  and  pro¬ 
tected  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

\  on  aie  al;o  directed  to  ufe  every  wde  and  prudent  meafure  to 
introduce  and  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the  continental  money 
in  Canada. 

In  cale  the  former  refolution  ofCongrefs  refpe£fing  the  Englifh 
American  troops  in  Canada  has  not  been  carried  into  effect,  you 
are  directed  to  ufe  your  belt  endeavours  for  forming  a  battalion  of 
the  New-York  troops  in  that  country,  and  to  appoint  the  field  and 
other  officers  out  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  continued  there  during 
the  campaign  according  to  their  refpediive  ranks  and  merit.  And  if 
it.fhould  be  found  impracticable,  you  are  to  direct  fuch  of  them  as 
are  provided  for  in  the  four  battalions  now  raifing  in  New  York, 
to  repair  to  their  refpective  corps.  To  enable  you  to  carry  this 
refolution  into  effect,  you  are  furnifhed  with  blank  commiffions 
figned  by  the  prefident. 

Refvlved,  That  the  memorial  from  the  indian  traders  refiding  at 
Montreal  be  delivered  to  the  commiffioners  going  to  Canada. 

The  draught  of  the  commiffion  being  taken  into  confideration, 
and  debated  by  paragraphs  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  See, 
to  Benjamin  Franklin,  L.  L.  D.  member  of  the  royal  academy 
of  fcienccs  at  Paris,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  & c.  one  of  the  delegates  of 
the  colony  of  Pennlylvania,  Samuel  Chafe,  Efq.  one  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  colony  of  Maryland,  and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carollton 
Efq.  of  the  faid  colony  of  Maryland,  greeting.  Know  ye,  that  we, 
repofing  fpecial  trull  and  confidence  in  your  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities, 
and  affiduity,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  conflitute  and  appoint  you, 
or  any  two  of  you,  commiffioners  for  and  on  behalf  of  us,  and  all 
the  people  of  the  United  Colonies,  whom  we  reprefent,  to  promote 
or  to  form  an  union  between  the  faid  colonies  and  the  people  of  Ca¬ 
nada, 
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nada  according  to  the  inftrudions  herewith  delivered  you,  and 
f  h  as  you  may  hereafter  receive  ;  and  to  execute  all  fuch  matters 
and  things,  as  you  are  or  fhall  be  direded  by  your  faid  inftruc- 
tions,  and  we  do  require  all  officers  foldiers,  and  others  who  may 
facilitate  your  negociation,  or  promote  the  fuccefs  theieof,  to  a,d 
and  affift  you  therein  ;  and  you  are  from  time  to  time  to  tranfmit 
and  report  your  proceedings  to  Congrefs.  This  commiffion  to 
continue  in  force  till  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Congrefs. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  this  day  of 

By  order  of  Congrefs. 

< 

Refobed ,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chafe  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wrixon,  to  examine  into  his  military 
abilities,  and  inquire  whether  he  is  willing  to  engage  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  report  to  Congrefs.  . 

Colonel  St.  Clair  having  informed  Congrefs  that  Michael  Huf- 
nagel,  appointed  a  fir  ft  lieutenant,  and  James  O  Flaia,  and  Abel 
Morris,  appointed  enhgns  in  his  battalion,  have  declined  to  ac¬ 
cept  their  commiffions,  the  committee  on  qualifications  recom¬ 
mended  Thomas  Butler  in  the  room  of  M.  Hutnagei,  George 
M'Culloch  in  the  room  of  James  O’Hara,  and  George  Rofs  in  the 
room  of  Abel  Morris  : 

Refolved ,  That  commiffions  be  granted  accordingly. 

Refobed ,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  ofNew-Jerfey  be  defir* 
ed  to  remove  the  pnfoners  from  Trenton  to  fuch  place  or  pjaces  in. 
that  colony,  as  may  be  thought  convenient,  at  a  pioper  diflance 
from  the  fea  and  the  poft  roads,  fubjed  to  the  regulations  for¬ 
merly  made  refpeding  prifoners.  * 

Refobed y  That  all  officers,  prifoners,  who  fhall  rejufe.  to  fub- 
fcribe  the  parole  ordered  by  Congrefs,  be  committed  to  prifon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  promote  the  making  of  mufkets, 
to  whom  colonel  Dayton’s  letter  refpeding  the  quality  of  the  arms 
taken  by  colonel  Heard  on  Long  Ifland  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  j  whereupon  the  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  in  the  execution  of  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the 
j^th,  refpeding  the  difarmmg.oi  difaffedted  peiions,  many  fire 
arms  may  be  taken,  which  may  not  be  fit  to  arm  any  of  the 

troops  mentioned  therein.  Therefore, 

Refobed ,  That  all  the  hre  arms  fo  taken  being  appraifed  accor¬ 
ding  to  faid  refolve,  none  of  them  fhall  be  paid  for,  but  thofe 
that  are  fit  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  troops,  or  that  may  conveniently  be 
fo  made,  and  the  remainder  fhall  be  fafely  kept  by  the  faid  aflem* 
blies,  conventions,  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  for  the  own¬ 
ers,  to  be  delivered  to  them  when  the  Congreis  fhall  dired. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  belt  ways  and  means 
of  fupplyiug  the  army  in  Canada  with  provilions  and  neceffaries 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 
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Refolved ,  1  hat  the  fame  be  referred  for  conf  deration  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

A  petition  of  John  oecord  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
and  the  conlideration  thereof,  at  the  requefl  of  a  colony,  was  de¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due 
To  Abraham  Hunt,  for  provifions,  fire-wood,  &c.’  to  the  pri- 
loners  at  Trenton,  and  for  horfe-hire  for  the  public  fervice,  the 
ium  ot  607.6  dollars  : 

lo  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for  neceflaries  furnifhed  the  rife 
companies,  the  fum  of  129.7  dollars;  of  which  fum  44.9  dollars 
m-e  to  be  charged  to  captain  Hendricks,  and  65  dollars  to  captain 

^0.^un^r*es’  on  certificates  for  necefiaries  furnifhed  to  one  of 
the  rifle  companies,  the  fum  of  122.5  dollars,  of  which  fum 
101.4  dollars,  being  for  rifles,  &c.  furnifhed  to  captain  Clug- 
gage  s  company,  to  be  charged  to  laid  company  ;  the  amount  of 
the  ceitihcates  to  be  paid  to  Bernard  Dougherty,  Efq; 

To  William  Baufman,  for  provifions,  &c.  furnifhed  the  pri- 
foners  in  Lancafter,  the  fum  of  1528.8  dollars  : 

T°  Ihe  rommiuee  °f  Predericlc,  the  fum  of  52.7  dollars,  to  be 
paid  to  Thomas  Johnfon,  Efq; 

l  o  Francis  Lee,  for  483  meals  dieting  of  general  Lee’s  o-uard 
the  fum  of  48.3  dollars  :  h  ' 

lo  Conrad  Lifter,  for  185  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  to  dol¬ 
To  Mary  Bryant,  for  288  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  28  dol¬ 
lars. 

lo  Ann  I  odd,  for  1 58  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  the  fum  of 
15.8  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid.  *£ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  March  21,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Schuyler,  with  a  return  of  the 
forces  before  Quebec,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon, 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refolved  y  i  hat  general  Wafhmgton  be  dire&ed  to  fend  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  troops  in  his  camp,  who  are  deficient  in  arms  to  the  fe- 
vcral  affemblies  or  conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  which  thofe  men 
belong  ;  and  requeft  them  to  fend  a  fufficient  number  of  arms  for 
the  men  coming  from  the  refpedlive  colonies,  and  that,  if  arms 
cannot  be  procured,  fuch  as  have  not  arms  be  difmiffed  the  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafetv  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quelled  to  employ  fome  trufty  perfons  in  each  county  to  purchafe 
as  many  good  mu  fleets  as  will  be  fufficient  to<arm  the  battalions 

raifed 
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raifed  in  faid  colony  ;  and  that  they  exert  their  utmoft  diligence  in 
procuring  the  faid  arms  fpeedily,  and  on  the  moft  reafonable 
terms  *  that  an  order  for  12,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers 
in  favour  of  faid  committee  to  pay  for  the  arms,  the  faid  commit¬ 
tee  to  be  accountable. 

Rejoined,  That  the  fum  of  600  dollars  be  fent  to  colonel  Charles 
Stuart,  and  that  he  be  delired  to  mufter  captain  Woolverton’s 
company  ;  and  when  he  finds  them  properly  armed,  accoutred, 
and  ready  to  march,  to  furnilh  them  with  neceflaries,  and  expedite 
their  march  to  New-York,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congreis  ; 
Mr.  Stuart  to  be  accountable  for  the  money  put  into  his  hands. 

Refolved,  That  Monf.  le  chevalier  de  St.  Aulaire  be  permitted 
to  raife  an  independant  company  of  rangers  in  Canada,  with  the 
pay  of  a  captain  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  (hall  not  be  able  to  raife  fuch  a 
company,  that  he  be  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
Canada,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  fervice  there,  as  may  be  thought 
fuitabie  to  his  genius  and  ability. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  aflemblies, 
conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  and  commit¬ 
tees  of  correfpondence  and  infpedftion,  that  they  exert  their  lit- 
moft  endeavours  to  promote  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton, 
and  the  growth  of  wool  in  thele  United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  aflemblies,  con¬ 
ventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  that  they  take  the 
carlieft  meafures  for  erecting  and  eftablifhing  in  each  and  every  co¬ 
lony,  a  fociety  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  arts,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  commerce,  and  to  maintain  a  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  fuch  focieties,  that  the  rich  and  numerous  natural  advan¬ 
tages  of  this  country  ror  fupporting  its  inhabitants  may  not  be  ne¬ 
glected  : 

That  it  be  recommended,  to  the  faid  aflemblies,  conventions, 
and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  that  they  forthwith  confider 
of  ways  and  means  of  introducing  the  manufactures  of  duck  and 
failcloth,  and  fteel  into  fuch  colonies,  where  they  are  not  now 
underftood,  and  of  encouraging,  increafing,  and  improving  them, 
where  they  are. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  fuper in¬ 
tend  the  printing  the  Journals  of  Cong  refs ;  and  that,  if  the  pre- 
fcnt  printer  cannot  execute  the  work  with  fufficient  expedition, 
they  be  empowered  to  employ  another  printer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hamfon,  and  Mr* 
Allen. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  22,  1776. 

A  letter  of  tbs  13th  from  general  W&ihmgton,  metaling  tins 
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proceedings  of  a  council  of  war,  alfo  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of 
the  iqth,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  Fhorowgood  Smith,  and  others,  was  prefen- 
*enM°  Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  that  they  have  procured  a 
veuel  j  and  raifed  money  to  fit  her  out  as  a  privateer,  in  order  to 
crude  and  guard  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  and  praying  that  a  com- 
mdlion  be  granted  to  William  Shippen,  to  whom  they  propofe  to 
give  the  command  of  faid  ve.Tel  ;  and  farther  that  the  Congrefs 
will  grant  them  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder,  upon  their  making 
fatisfadlion  for  the  fame.  6 

Refolved ,  That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  William  Shippen,  as 
captain  of  the  above  mentioned  veffel,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fell  captain 
William  Shippen,  300  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  uie  of  his  veffel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  purfuant  to 
certain  refolutions,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  petition  of  John  Secord  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  andMr.  Jay* 
The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

On  account  of  expences  in  conveying  powder,  the  fum  of  8.3 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  Efq; 

J7o  Matthias  Slough,  for  provilions  xurnifhed  the  pnfoners  in 
Lancafter,  the  fum  of  226.8  dollars : 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  fundry  articles  omitted"  in  the  account 
of  expences  at  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Pittfburg,  the  fum  of 
90.3  dollars. 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  neceffarit  s  furnifhed  to  captain 
Stevenfon’s  company  in  Virginia,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars,*  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  of  which 
14.7  dollars,  being  for  a  riffle,  to  be  charged  to  captain  Stevenfon. 
Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  750  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  baron 
de  AVoedtke,  lie  to  be  accountable  out  of  his  pay. 

Refolved ,  That  the  rank  of  all  fuch  officers  in  the  continental 
army,  a3  held  fimilar  commiffions  in  that  fervice,  before  the  term 
of  their  late  appointment  expired,  be  fettled  by  the  dates  of  their 
former,  and  not  their  prefent  commiffions. 

The  aflembly  of  the  counties  on  Delaware,  having  recommen¬ 
ded  a  gentleman  to  be  major  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed 
in  that  colony,  in  the  room  of  John  M‘Pherfon,  jun.  Efq;  who 
fell  before  Quebec,  and  never  received  his  commiffion,  the  Con* 
yrefs  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined, 

T!  lomas  M‘Donnough  was  eledled. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  12,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
freafurers  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware  go¬ 
vernment 
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vernment,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifed  in  that  colony,  the 

faid  committee  to  be  accountable.  . 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  declaration  brought 
in  by  the  committee,  and  after  debate,  the  further  confideration 
thereof,  at  the  requeftofa  colony,  was  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 
Ordered. ,  That  the  fecretary  publifti  the  fubftance  of  the  letters 

received  from  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refilved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  difpofc 
of  the  coal  on  board  the  Blue  Mountain  Valley,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  (hall  judge  mod  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  23,  1776. 

A  letter  from  James  Young  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
requeftino-  that  his  fon  John,  who  eloped  from  him  laft  Januaiy, 
and  got  on  board  the  Phenix  fhip  of  war,  but  is  now  fortunately  a 
prifoner  in  New-York,  may  be  permitted  on  his  parole  to  refide 
at  the  eftate  of  his  late  grandfather,  Ur.  Graeme  . 

Refilved ,  That  Mr.  Young’s  requeft  be  granted. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  18th,  inclofing  a  letter  from 
William  de  Hart,  and  a  letter  from  the  captains  and  fubalterns  of 

the  firft  New-Jerfey  battalion  :  Alfo, 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Scott  of  Hunterdon,  defiring  that  he 
may  be  appointed  a  captain  of  a  company  of  rangers  :  And, 

A  letter  from  S.  Badlam  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

-  Refilved ,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 

qualifications. 

Refilved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
hirers  in  favour  of  Thomas  Lowry,  commifiary  tor  the  ufe  of  the 
New-Jerfey  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Peter 
Scull  to  be  a  brigade-major  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
the  middle  department; 

Jofeph  Davenport  to  be  a  captain  in  the  third  Pennfylvania 

battalion  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Scull ; 

Evan  Edwards  to  be  a  captain  in  faid  battalion  in  the  room  of 

Mr.  Allice,  who  has  refigned  ; 

William  Tilton  to  be  a  firft  lieutenant  in  faid  battalion  in  the 
room  of  Evan  Edwards  ; 

Garret  Steddiford  to  be  an  enfign  in  the  faid  battalion  ; 

And  having  alfo  recommended  the  following  perfons  for  colonel 
Irvine’s  battalion,  viz. 

Robert  Wilfon  to  be  a  firft  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  William 
M‘Cleland,  refigned  ; 

John  Alexander,  to  be  a  firft  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  Robert 
White,  refigned ; 

Vol.  II. 


o 


Andrew 


I 


x  66 


Journals  of  Congress. 


and^n^reW  ^rV^ne*  a  ^econ<^  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  John  Alex- 

^  Neeper,  an  enfign  in  the  room  of  John  Murray, 

tvho  has  fefigried  ;  ; 

,  ,  »tl?SdJ  tnat  c°m™iffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Refilvcd,  I  hat  the  fum of  3200  dollars  in  fpecie  be  advanced  to 
Mr.  Cole,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  in  Cai 
tiada,  for  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  and  that  he  be  defired  to 
‘proceed  thither  immediately. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

r>  1  °r‘?r‘  J°“athan  Potts>  for  attendance  on  the  fecond  and  fourth 
1  ennlylvania  battalions,  the  fum  of  67.6  dollars : 

lo  Col. Nathaniel  Heard,  for  expences  in  the  expedition  againfl: 
the  tones  on  Loug-Ifland,  the  fum  of  2161.6  dollars. 

'  prderedy  1  hat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  declaration, 
which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

•  *  Whereas  the  petitions  of  the  United  Colonies  to  the  king;,  for 
the  redrefs  of  great  and  manifold  grievances,  have  not  only  been 
rejected,  but  treated  with  fcorn  and  contempt,  and  the  oppofition 
.to  defigns  evidently  formed  to  reduce  them  to  a  Hate  of  fervile  fub- 
]ea:on,  and  their  neceffary  defence  againft  hoftile  forces  adually 
^employed  to  fubdue  them,  declared  rebellion;  and  whereas  an  un- 
pl  war  hath  been  commenced  againft  them,  which  the  command- 
Ci  s  of  the  Britilh  fleets  and  armies  have  profecuted,  and  ft  ill  con¬ 
tinue  to  profecute,  with  their  utmofl  vigour,  and  in  a  cruel  man¬ 
ner,  wafting,  fp oiling,  and  deftroying  the  country,  burning  houfes 
and  dciencelefs  towns,  and  expofing  the  helplefs  inhabitants  to  e- 
very  mifery  from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter,  and  not  only  urg¬ 
ing  favages  to  invade  the  country,  but  inftigating  negroes  to  mur¬ 
der  their  mailers  ;  and  whereas  the  parliament  "of  Great-Britain 
Lath  lately  palled  an  aft,  affirming  thefe  colonies  to  be  in  open 
rebellion,  forbidding  all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  inhabitants 
theieof,  until  they  lhu.ll  accept  pardons,  and  fubmit  to  defpotic 
rule,  declaring  their  property,  wherever  found  upon  the  water,  li¬ 
able  to  feizure  and  confiscation,  and  enafting,  that  what  had  been 
done  there,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  authority,  were  juft  and  lawful 
afts,  and  ihall  be  fo  deemed  ;  from  all  which  it  is  manifeft,  that  the 
iniquitous  fch cm c,  concerted  to  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  they 
have  a  right  to  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  Englifh  conftitution, 
.will  be  pertinacioufly  purfued:  It  being  therefore  necefiary  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  defence  and  fecurity,  and  juftifiable  to  make  reprifals 
upon  their  enemies,  and  otherwife  to  annoy  them  according  to  the 
laws  and  ufages  of  nations,  the  Congrefs,  trufting  that  fuch  of 
their  friends  in  Great-Britain  (of  whom  it  is  confelfed  there  are 
many  intitlcd  to  apphufc  and  gratitude  for  their  patriotifm  and  be¬ 
nevolence,  and  111  whofe  favour  a  difcrimination  of  property  can- 
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not  lie  made)  as  (hall  fuffer  by  captures,  will  Impute  it  to  the  au* 
thors  of  our  common  calamities,  do  Declare  and  Refolve,  as  fol* 

Refolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  be  ^permitted  to 
fit  out  armed  veffels  to  cruize  on  the  enemies  of  thefe  United  Color 

11  Refolved ,  That  all  (hips  and  other  veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel; 
and  furniture,  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belong¬ 
ing  to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  taken  on 
the  high  feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  by  any 
armed  veffel,  fitted  out  by  any  private  perfon  or  perfons,  and  to 
whom  commiffions  (hall  be  granted,  and  being  libelled  and  prote¬ 
cted  in  any  court  erefted  for  the  trial  of  maritime  affairs  in  any 
of  thefe  colonies,  (hall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful  prize; 

and  after  dedufting  and  paying  the  wageo  \  ,  ,  jt  1 

mariners  on  board  of  fuch  captures  as  are  merchant  flops  and  vellels 
(hall  be  entitled  to,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  untri 
the  time  of  the  adjudication,  (hall  be  condemned  to  and  for  the  ule 
of  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  officers,  marines,  and  manneis  o 
fuch  armed  veffel,  according  to  fuch  rules  and  proportions  as  they 
fhall  aoree  on  ;  provided  always,  that  this  refolution  (hall  not  ex.*- 
tendtoany  veffel  bringing  fettlers,  arms,  ammunition  or  warlike 
•llores  to  and  for  the  life  of  thefe  colonies,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  who  are  friends  to  the  American  caufe,  or  to  fuch  warlike 

ffores,  or  to  the  effe&s  of  fuch  fettlers.  '  : 

Refolved ,  That  all  (hips  or  veffels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any 
inhabitant  of  Great-Britain  as  aforefaid,  which  (hall  be  taken  by  any 
of  the  veffels  of  war  of  thefe  United  Colonies,  fhall  be  deemed  for¬ 
feited  ;  one  third,  after  deducing  and  paying  the  wages  of  feamen 
and  mariners  as  aforefaid,  to  the  officers  and  men  on  boaid,  and 
two  thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Refolved,.  That  all  (hips  or  veffels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any 
inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  as  aforefaid,  ‘which  (hall  be  taken  by 
any  veffel  of  war  fitted  out  by  and  at  the  expence  of  any  of  the  U- 
nited  Colonies,  (hall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  divided,  after  de¬ 
ducting  and  paying  the  wages  of  feamen  and  manneis  as  aforefaid, 
An  fuck  manner  and  proportions  as  the  affembly  or  convention  of 
fuch  colony  (hall  direCt. 

Refolved ,  That  all  veffels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur¬ 
niture,  and  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gieat-Bn- 
tain,  as  aforefaid,  and  ail  veffels  which  may  be  employed  in  carry- 
Jng  fupplies  to  the  minifterial  armies,  which  fhall  happen  to  be 
taken  near  the  fhores  of  any  of  thefe  colonies,  by  the  people  of 
the  country,  or  detachments  from  the  army,  (hall  be  deemed  law¬ 
ful  prize  j  and  the  court  of  admiralty  within  the  (aid  colony  js 

required 


required  on  condemnation  thereof,  to  adjudge  that  all  charges  an^ 
cxpences  which  may  attend  the  capture  and  trial,  be  hr  ft  paid  ou* 
o  t  le  monies  arifing  from  the  Tales  of  the  prize,  and  the  remain* 

er  equa  y  among  all  thofe,  who  fhall  have  been  actually  engaged 
cm  emp  o^ed  in  taking  the  laid  prize.  Provided,  that  where  any 
detachments  of  the  army  fhall  have  been  employed  as  aforefaid, 
their  part  of  the  prize-money,  fhall  be  diftributed  among  them  in 
proportion  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  fo  employed. 

Rcfbhed,  I  hat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  of  the 
fortifying  one  or  more  ports  on  the  American  coafl,  in  the  flrong- 
eft  manner,  for  the  prote&ion  of  our  cruifers,  and  the  reception 
of  their  prizes  ;  that  they  take  the  opinion  of  the  befl  engineers  on 
the  manner  and  expence,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

x  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  go  to  Canada, 
or  any  two  of  them,  be  impowered,  if  they  think  it  neceffary  for 
the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  raife  a  number  of  independ¬ 
ent  companies,  not  exceeding  fix,  and  to  appoint  the  officers  ;  that 
they  alfobe  empowered  to  fill  up  all  vacancies,  that  may  happen  in 
the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  while  they  are  there. 

Refolved ,  That  io66|  dollars  in  continental  money,  over  and 
above  the  1600  dollars  to  be  paid  them  in  fpecie,  be  advanced  to 

the  commiffioners  going  to  Canada,  to  defray  their  expences,  they 
to  render  an  account. 

.  Refolved ,  That  400  dollars  in  fpecie  be  paid  to  Mr.  Walker,  in 
full  for  fo  much  by  him  lent  to  general  Woofler,  for  the  ufe  of  the 

army  in  Canada,  and  that  general  Woofler’s  note  be  taken  up  and 
cancelled.  ^ 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  confideration  the  trade 
of  the  United  Colonies;  and  that  fundry  motions  offered  by  the 
members  from  Maflachufetts-Bay,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  be 
referred  to  faid  committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mo  nday,  March  2 5.  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  19th,  wherein  he  informs 
Congrefs,  that  on  the  17th  the  enemy  evacuated  Bofton,  and  our 
troops  took  poffeffion  of  it. 

One  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  12th. 

One  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  21ft.  And, 

One  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs,  in  their  own  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  whom  they  re- 
prefent,  be  prefented  to  his  excellency  general  Wafhington,  and 

the' 
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the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  wife  and 
foirited  conduft  in  the  liege  and  ac<iuifition  of  Bofton ;  and  that  a 
medal  of  <rold  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and 
m-efented&to  his  excellency;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  a  proper  device  for 

the  medal.  ,,  „ 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  riop- 

k*  Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 

Mr.  Dugan,  and  colonel  Ritzema. 

The  members  chofen,  IVIr.  fdarrifon,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mu. 

*  .  *■ 


Refolved ,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  in  that  colony  ;  the  faid  de¬ 
legates  to  account  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

committee  appointed  to  take  into  confidei  ation  the  hate  of 
the  colonies  in  the  fouthern  department  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  as  follows : 

“  That  it  appears  highly  probable  that  a  very  confiderable 
force  will  be  exerted  in  that  department  by  our.  enemies  early  this 
fprinp- ;  that  the  continental  forces  employed  in  South-Carolina 
"  and  Virginia  refpe&ively,  cannot  prudently  be  folely  relied  on, 
for  the  defence  of  thofe  colonies  ;  that  South-Carolina  and  Virgi¬ 
nia  are  at  a  very  great  feparate  expence  in  armed  vefiels,  rendered 
abfolutely  neceffary  by  the  fituation  and  circumftances  of  thofe 
countries  ;  that  the  militia  of  SouthrCarolina  are  obliged  to  per¬ 
form  a  very  laborious  duty,  which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  and  the  confequent  quick  rotation,  is  exceffively  burden- 
fome  •  and  that  the  colony  of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  the  fix  con¬ 
tinental  battalions  already  there,  have  refolved  to  raife,  and  are 
now  embodying,  three  other  battalions. ,J  Whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  South- 
Carolina  be  permitted  to  raife  and  embody  two  other  battalions, 
and  that  they  be  on  the  pay  and  at  the  expence  of  the  continent, 
as  foon  as  they  fhall  be  armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muf- 

tered  : 

That  the  three  colonial  battalions  of  Virginia,  be  alfo  on  the 
pay  and  at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  as  foon.  as  they  ftiall  be 
armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muttered  : 

That  the  contra&s  made  by  the  council  of  fafety  of  Virginia 
for  the  fubfi fiance  of  the  third  battalion  in  that  colony,  at  fix- 
pence  half-penny  a  ration,  of  the  fifth  at  eight-pence,  and  of  the 
fecoad,  fourth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  at  feven  pence  half¬ 
penny  a  ration  be  confirmed. 

Refolved ,  That  a  deputy  mufier-mafier  general  be  appointed  for 
the  fouthern  department. 
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The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined. 

Edmund  Randolph,  Efq;  was  elefted. 

two  deputy  ^andcdPb*  Elq;  be  empowered  to  appoint 

d  t  /  U,nder  h'm>  one  for  North-Carolina 

and  the  other  for  bouth-Carolma  and  Georgia. 

rf0V‘d>  1  hat  thc  order  of  the  day  be  poftponed. 
doe  Congrefsthen  took  into  conf,  deration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Ca 
nada  with  prov.hons  and  necelfaries  ;  whereupon,  P  C 

refoedW  th1  Sr Schu7Ier  be  direa«d  to  take  fuch  order 

°ced,‘ry  fo"ht  - c- 

_nJ.h,e  Con8refs  being  of  opinion  that  the  reduaion  of  Quebec, 
great  concern^  °f  P™™**  °f  Canada’  are  objea&  of 

batmW<3,’-THgeTalrWaflllnSt0n  be  dire^dto  detach  four 
f‘,  '  ‘  Ca"ada>  ,from  the  army  under  his  command,  as 

that  the  fafety  °f  New-Y°rk  aad  ths 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

-  1 

Tuesday,  March  26,  1776. 

1  ■  Tflle  9 °vFef*  ?ning  informed  that  Mr.  Ward,  one  of  the  de- 
legates  of  Rhode-Ifland,  died  yederday. 

aff'Sf’  ,That  this  ConS.refs  wlU  ln  a  body  attend  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Ward  to-morrow,  with  a  crape  round  the  arm,  and  will 
continue  in  mourning  for  the  fpace  of  one  month. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wol- 
cott  be  a  committee  to  fupenntend  the  funeral,  and  that  they  be 
direfted  to  apply  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Stillman,  and  requeft  him  to 
preach  a  funeral  fermon  on  the  occafion  : 

I  hat  the  laid  committee  be  direfted  to  invite  the  afTembly  and 

comm.ttee  of  fofety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  other  public  bodies  in 
I  hiladelphia,  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  the  privates  of  the  companies  ordered  from  Ma¬ 
ryland  to  Accomac  and  Northampton,  be  allowed  the  pay  of  the 

privates  in  the  fouthern  department,  which  is  6§  dollars,  per  ca- 
iendermonth. 

Refolved ,  i  hat  if  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  North* 
Carolina  (hall  judge  it  neceffary  for  the  common  fafety  to  raife  one 
or  two  more  battalions,  the  fame  when  armed  fit  for  fervice  and 
Hindered,  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  continent. 

Refolved ,  That  commodore  Douglafs  be  ordered  immediately  to 

repair  to  the  lakes,  and  take  the  command  of  the  veffels  on  that 
Ration. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Thurfday. 


Thursday, 
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Thursday,  March  28,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  William  Barrel  of  Philadelphia,  in  full  for  tent 
cloth  fent  by  him  to  col.  Mifflin  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  general  Wafhington  ;  the  money  being  paid  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  general’s  letter  of  the  13th,  to  be  charged  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  general. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe, 
on  the  moll  reafonable  terms  they  can,  the  {hip  Molly,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent,  and  to  fit  her  out  with  all  poffible  expedition  to 
join  captain  Barry  on  his  cruife  along  the  coall,  between  New- 
York  and  Virginia. 

A  memorial  of  Thomas  Walker  of  Canada  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Two  letters  of  the  27th  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New- 
Jerfey,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer,  and  inform  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  that  the  Congrefs  fee  no  reafon 
to  alter  or  countermand  the  requifition  of  the  1  5th,  and  that  theie- 
fore  they  be  requefted  to  expedite  the  march  of  the  troops  to  New- 
York,  agreeable  to  the  requifition  of  the  commanding  officer, 
v  The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  colonel  of  the  thud 
battalion  ordered  to  be  railed  in  the  colony  ofNew-York,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

Rudolphus  Ritzema  was  eledled. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Ritzema  and 
Mr.  Dugan  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

•* '  Rejolved ,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan,  as  a  reward  for  his  fer- 
vices  in  Canada. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan  be  appointed  a  major, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  to  command  a  body  of  three 
hundred  rangers. 

That  the  faid  rangers  be  divided  into  three  companies,  each  to 
confift  of  one  hundred  men,  and  to  be  commanded  by  a  captain  and 
‘  two  lieutenants  :  That  the  captains  and  lieutenants  be  recommen¬ 
ded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Dugan  to  the  commiffioners  going  to 
Canada  for  their  approbation;  and  that,  if  they  approve  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  recommended,  they  grant  them  commiffions. 

'  Refolved ,  That  Mr.  William  Finney  be  appointed  a  deputy 

quarter-mailer  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Refolved ,  That  two  engineers  be  employed  for  the  fouthern  de¬ 
partment. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Penu¬ 
ry  Ivania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 


Information 


i  r  z 


Journals  of  Congress. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  fome  prifoners  in  the 
.goa  o  Philadelphia  have  meditated  an  efcape,  and  are  near  car¬ 
rying  their  plan  into  execution. 

Rsfolvedy  That  the  goalcr  be  direfted  to  confine  John  Connol- 

y>  J*  Smith,  and  Mofes  Kirkland,  in  feperate  apartments,  and 
iufler  no  peribn  to  converfe  with  any  of  them,  without  fpecial  or¬ 
ders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolded ,  That  the  fheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
be  direded  by  Mr.  M‘Kean  to  call  to  his  affi  fiance  a  guard  of  fifty 
men  from  the  barracks  for  the  defence  of  the  goal  ;  and  that  the 
IhenfF  be  faither  directed  to  keep  fccret  any  intimation  given  him 
ol  a  defign  to  refcue  his  pnioners,  and  to  employ  every  means  to 
difcover  and  apprehend  thofe  concerned  in  fuch  defign. 

Kefolvedy  that  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
finero  in  favour  of  Mi.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fourth 
Pennfylvania  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

I  he  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofiponed  * 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  29,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

•Two  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  19th  and  2  ill,  with  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  Sc  c. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  ofthe  26th. 

One  from  Allan  M‘ Donald. 

Refolvedy  Fhat  the  letter  from  Allan  McDonald  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  prifoners. 

That  the  other  letters  with  the  papers  enclofed  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Rcfolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  to 
Mr.  William  Henry,  and  Co.  15  lb.  of  powder,  to  prove  the 
mu  fleets  he  has  contra&ed  to  make  for  the  continent. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Can  da. 
Whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  a  deputy  commifiary  general  of  rtores  and  provi- 
fions  be  appointed  for  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Mr.  J.  Price  was  elected. 

Rcfolvcd ,  That  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  report  be  recommitted 
lor  further  enquiry  and  examination. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  and  one 
from  captain  John  Macpherfon  were  received  and  read. 

Ad  journed  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday, 
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Saturday,  March  30,  1776.  _ 


then  return  to  Briftol.  .  r  ,r . 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  two  engineers  tor  the 

fouthern  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Tohn  Stadler  and  Monf.  Mafienbach,  were  elected. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  :  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  minute-men  employed  by  Congrels  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Heard,  in  the  expedition  to  Long  Ifland, 
be  allowed,  while  on  that  fervice,  the  fame  pay  and  rations  as 
the  continental  troops  in  the  middle  department. 

Refolved,  That  the  delegates  of  New-York  prepare  an  anlwer  to 
the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  and  affign  the  reafons  ot 
the  foregoing  refolution, 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  William  Tricket,  for  ftationary,  the  fum  of  41.7  dollars  : 

To  Philip  Apricht,  for  provifions  to  general  Lee’s  guard,  the 
fum  of  4.7  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam 

Kimmel :  , 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  neceflaries  furnifhed  to  the  rime^ 

companies,  the  fum  of  42*2  dollars,  and  that  2.5  dollars,  part  ot 
faid  fum  be  charged  to  captain  Creffap’s  company : 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  riffles,  fliirts,  & c.  furnifhed  to 
captain  Cluggage’s  company,  the  fum  of  81.1  dollars,  which 
ought  to  be'paid  to  John  Montgomery,  Efq;  and  charged  to  faid 
company  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  on  an  account  now  fettled, 
the  fum  of  409.3  dollars: 

To  Sacheverel  Wood,  for  provifions  furnifhed  by  him  to  feve- 
ral  prifoners  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  1  37.6  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  provifions  for  Connolly,  Cameron, 
Smith,  and  Kirkland,  the  fum  of  57.8  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Whixon, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved ,  That  each  regimental  furgeon  be  allowed  a  mate  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  furgeon’s  mate  be  18  dollars  a  month. 

Refolved ,  That  fuitable  chirurgical  inftruments  be  purchafed 
with  each  medicine  cheft. 

Refolved ,  That  each  brigadier  general,  when  on  command ,  be 
empowered  to  appoint  a  brigade  major. 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


IVJ.ONDAY,  JJpril  j,  i770. 

r  t, That  captain  D.  Arundel  be  allowed  48*5  dollars  m 
^  or  p<.»y  and  fubfiHance,  from  the  8th  of  February,  the  time 
xe  was  recommended  to  general  Schuyler,  to  the  19th  of  March, 
^hen  he  received  his  coinmiffion. 


llefolved.  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  di reded  to  advance  captain 
Romans  one  month’s  pay  for  himfclf  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
i.s  company,  and  alfo  fubfiHance  money  to  Albany. 

1  1L‘  cor^mittee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  White  Eves 
was  re.erred,^  brought  in  their  report  which  was  read. 

i  oat  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

1  he  Congrefs  having,  on  the  1 7th  of  February  lafl,  appointed 
a  handing  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  with  power, 
c^Aong.  otner  things,  to  employ  and  inflruil  proper  perfons  for  li¬ 
quidating  the  public  accounts;  and  the  faid  refolutions  not  beino- 
iuhiciently  explicit,  with  refpeft  to  the  manner  and  place  of  fe£ 
thng  thofe  accounts,  and  it  being  a  matter  of  great  confequence, 
that  the  public  accounts  ffiould  be  regularly  Hated  and  kept,  and 
jutlly  liquidated  and  fettled. 


Refolved ,  Therefore  that  2  treafury  office  of  accounts  be  inftitut- 
ecl  and  eHabliffied,  and  that  fuch  office  be  kept  in  the  city  or  place, 

where  Congrefs  ffiall  from  time  to  time  be  affembled  and  hold’ 
their  feffions  : 


That  the  faid  office  of  accounts  be  under  the  direction  and  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  Handing  committee  for  the  treafury  : 

That  an  auditor-general,  and  a  competent  number  of  affiHants 
and  clerks,  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  employed  for  Hating, 
arranging,  and  keeping  the  public  acounts  : 

That  all  accounts  and  claims  againH  the  United  Colonies,  for 
fervicesor  fupplies,  where  the  rates  or  prices  have  not  been  afccr- 
tained  by  Congrefs,  ffiall  be  prefented  to  the  committee  of  claims, 
liquidated  by  them,  and  reported  to  and  allowed  by  Congrefs, 
previous  to  their  being  paffied  at  the  treafury  office  ;  that  all  other 
accounts  and  claims,  coniiHing  of  articles,  the  price  or  value  of 
which  ffiall  have  previoufly  been  fixed  by  contrail,  or  othervvife  af- 
certained  by  Congrefs,  ffiall  be  liquidated  and  fettled  at  the  trea~ 
fury  office,  and  reported  for  the  allowance  of  Congrefs,  by  the 
committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  and  then  paffied  and 
entered  at  the  treafury  office. 

That  all  contrails,  fecurities,  and  obligations,  for  the  ufe  and 
benefit  of  the  United  Colonies,  ffiall  be  lodged  and  kept  in  the  trea¬ 
fury  office  of  accounts;  and  that  all  perfons  to  whom  piiblicmo- 
nies  have  been  or  ffiall  be  advanced  or  paid,  ffiall  be  charged  with 
the  fame  in  the  books  of  the  faid  office,  for  which  every  warrant  on 
the  treafury,  which  ffiall  iffiue  after  the  faid  office  ffiall  be  opened, 

ffiall 
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Ihallj  previous  to  its  being  paid,  be  entered  at  the  treafury  office, 
and  the  entry  certified  on  the  warrant  by  one  of  the  committee  on 
the' treafury,  the  auditor  general,  or  one  of  his  affiilants  or  clerks; 
provided  however,  that  all  orders  or  warrants  iffued  by  committees 
appointed  and  authorized  by  Congrefs  to  draw  on  the  treafurers 
for  particular  purpofes,  ffiall  be  paid  and  charged  to  the  account 
of  the  faid  committee  refpeftively,  until  they  Anal  1  fettle  and  have 
their  accounts  puffed  by  Congrefs,  when  the  debits  againff  them 
ffiall  be  dilcharged  in  the  treafury  office  by  fuch  credits  as  Congrefs 
ffiall  agree  to  and  allow  : 

That  all  affemblies,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of 
fafety,  commiffaries,  pay-maliers,  and  others,  intruded  with  pub¬ 
lic  monies,  ffiall  within  a  reafonable  time  after  being  called  upon  for 
that  purpofe,  by  the  committee  of  the  treafury,  produce  their  ac¬ 
counts  and  vouchers  at  the  treafury  office,  in  order  to  their  being 
fettled  and  adjufted  in  the  manner  before  dire  died  : 

That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  ffiall  be  au¬ 
thorized  to  apply  to  the  commanding  officers  and  others,  in  the 
continental  fervice,  for  fuch  materials  and  information,  as  the 
committee  may  judge  to  be  ufeful  for  Hating,  explaining,  or  check¬ 
ing  the  public  accounts,  in  order  to  their  being  fairly  aud  juftly 
fettled  : 

That  the  auditor  general  and  his  affiflants  or  clerks,  before  en¬ 
tering  upon  their  offices,  ffiall  refpedlively  take  an  oath,  to  be  ad¬ 
min  ill  red  by  one  or  more  of  the  committee  of  the  treafury  office 
(a  certificate  whereof  ffiall  be  filed  in  the  treafury  office)  well  and 
faithfully  to  execute  the  trull  repofed  in  them,  as  auditor,  affiftant, 
or  clerk,  (  as  the  cafe  may  be,  )  of  the  office  of  accounts,  efiabliffi- 
ed  by  Congrefs,  according  to  the  bell  of  their  lkill  and  judgment 
and  to  difclofe  no  matter,  the  knowledge  of  which  ffiall  be  acquir¬ 
ed  in  confequence  of  fuch  their  office,  which  they  ffiall  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  keep  fecret : 

That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  ffiall  be  au¬ 
thorized  to  hire  fuitable  places,  and  procure  books  of  accounts  and 
other  neceffaries  at  the  public  expence,  for  the  eftablilhing  and 
doing  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  office. 

Rcfolvcd*  That  major  James  Hewes,  aprifoner  at  Eiizabeth-Town, 
be  allowed  and  ordered  to  come  to  Philadelphia  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health,  and  there  to  wait  on  the  committee  for  prifoners,  and 
take  their  directions  with  refpeft  to  the  place  of  his  future  refidence. 

Refohed  That  Mr.  M‘Kean  aud  Mr.  Paine,  be  directed  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  and  particularly  the  apartments 
where  Kirkland,  Connoly,  Smith,  and  Cameron  are  confined,  and 
report  what  is  neceffary  to  be  done  to  have  them  fafely  and  fecurely 
kept. 

Rejolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 

James 


James  JVMCnight,  and  examine  his  account  and  the  nature  of  his 
claim,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and  Mr. 
de  Hart. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Jacob 
Kemper,  jun.  to  be  appointed  an  enfign  in  captain  Howell’s  com¬ 
pany  in  the  firif  New  Jerfey  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Cyprus  de 
Hart  who  has  refigned; 

Refolvedy  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commifiion  be  gran¬ 
ted  to  him  accordingly. 

Refolvedy  That  the  prefident  in  his  next  letter  to  gen.  Schuyler, 
defire  him  to  fend  an  account  ofthe  lead  at  Ticonderoga. 

A  letter  from  Alexander  M‘Honnald,  George  Gillefpie,  and 
J.  W.  Saunders,  ofthe  12th  of  March,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  and 
Mr.  de  Hart. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  24th  of  March,  with  five 
papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

*  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commifiion, 
and  infiruftions  to  commanders  of  private  fiiips  of  war,  brought 
in  the  fame,  which  were  read. 

The  commifiion  being  agreed  to,  is  as  follows: 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hamplhire.  &c. 
to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come,  Greeting:  Know  ye  that 
we  have  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  grant,  licenfe  and  au¬ 
thority  to  mariner, commander  ofthe  called  ofthebur- 
den  of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  belonging  to  of  in  theco- 
lony  of  mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by 
men,  to  fit  out  and  fet  forth  thefaid  in  a  warlike  manner,  and  by 

and  with  the  faid  and  the  crewthereof,  by  force  of  armsto  at¬ 
tack, feize, and  take  the  fiiips  and  other  vefiels,belongingto  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  with  their  tackle,  appa¬ 
rel,  furniture,  and  lading,  on  the  high  feas,  or  between  high  and 
low  water  marks,  and  to  bring  the  fame  to  fome  convenient  ports 
in  the  faid  colonies,  in  order  that  the  courts  which  are  or  fhall  be 
there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  caufes  civil  and  maritime, 
may  proceed  in  due  form  to  condemn  the  faid  captures,  if  they  be 
adjudged  lawful  prize;  the  faid  having  given  bond  with  fuflfi- 
cient  fureties  that  nothing  be  done  by  thefaid  or  any  of  the 
officers,  mariners,  or  company  thereof,  contrary  to  or  inconfiftent 
with  the  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  nations,  and  the  inftru£fions,  a  co¬ 
py  of  which  is  herewith  delivered  to  him.  And  we  will  and  require 
all  our  officers  whatfoever,  to  give  fuccour  and  afliftance  to  the  faid 
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•  the  nremiffes.  This  commiffion  (hall  continue  in  force  untq 

the  Cone  refs  (hall  iffue  orders  to  the  contrary, 
the  hong  gy  order  of  Congrefs. 

Prefident . 

Th?Congref.  then  took  into  confideration  the  draught  of  in- 

ftru&ions,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  .  . 

RMv/d  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be  an  mftrua.on 
to  the  committee  to  fill  up  the  blanks  m  faid  draught,  as  they  na 

^  Tfe  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks  to  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  and  the  officers  and  loldiers  undei  his  comman  , 
hrnno-ht  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

0°L,J,  That  ft  be  tranferibed,  f.gned  by  the  preSdant,  and 

fo "Slntitta.  on  pif.nata,  to  -bo™  '«•»  *  ®'>lc 

tre,  of  the  16th  of  March  laft,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  le- 

nnrt  which  was  read.  Whereupon,  ,  ,  , 

P  Re  hived.  That  the  fum  of  3400  dollars  be  advanced  by  the  trea- 

furers  to  M.  Belletre,  on  his  delivering  to  them  his  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  for  the  like  fum  payable  in  gold  or  filver  in  the  province  of 

C*A  petition  from  William  Lindfey  being  prefented  to  Congrefs 

^Rethed,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  direfted  to  difeharge  Robert, 
the  fon  of  faid  William  Lindfey,  inlifted  in  his  battalion. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-monow. 

Wednesday,  April  3,  1776. 

Vefohed ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  24th 
of  March,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  o 

thThe  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilfon, 
A  memorial  and  petition  from  captain  John  Nellon,  was  pre- 

fented  to  Congrefs  and  read.  Alfo, 

A  petition  from  P.  Moore,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  he  floops 

Conerefs  and  Chance,  privateers,  was  prefented  and  reach 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  raid  own¬ 
ers  400  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  their  privateers.  _ 

The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  the  account  of  Meffrs.  Price 
and  Haywood  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report.  Whereupon, 
Refolved,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Meffis.  Puce  and  Hay¬ 
wood,  the  fum  of  64,358.6  dollars,  on  account  of  fupplies  to  the 
army  in  Canada,  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  fettlement  of  then  ac¬ 
counts  ;  and  that  general  Woofter  be  direfted  to  forward  the  ac¬ 
counts  and  vouchers  lodged  in  his  hands. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported  that  there  is  due. 
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t  r* '  t^wn‘^P  of  Montague  in  the  county  of  Suffex  in  New- 
Jeriey,  tor  flay-hire,  in  forwarding  the  prisoners  from  Canada,  uti-' 

!,Cr  th,e  command  of  captain  Braiher,  the  fum  of  45  dollars,  and 
tnat  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Nicholas  Chriftopher. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  H.  Fiffier  of  Lewes-Town  to  the  committee  of 
afety  of  rennfylvama,  together  with  a  refolve  of  faid  committee 
being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  raifed  in 
i)daware  government  be  direfted  to  fend  two  companies  of  faid 
battalion  to  Lewes  Town,  there  to  remain  in  the  fervice  of  the 
continent  till  farther  orders. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  dire&ed  and  empower¬ 
ed  to  lit  out  with  all  expedition,  two  armed  cutters  for  the  fcrvice 
or  the  continent. 

Refolved ,  That  blank  commiffions  for  private  drips  of  war  and 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  figned  by  the  prefident,  be  fent  to 
the  general  afiemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of 
fafety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  be  by  them  filled  up  and  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  perfons  intending  to  fit  out  fuch  private  (hips  of  war,  for 
making  captures  of  Britifh  veffels  and  cargoes,  who  (hall  apply  for 
the  fame,  and  execute  the  bonds  which  fhali  be  fent  with  the  faid 
com  millions,  which  bonds  lhail  be  returned  to  the  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  every  perfon  intendingto  fet  forth  and  fit  out  a 
piivate  finip  or  veffel  of  war,  and  applying  fora  commifiion  or  let¬ 
ters  of  marque  and  reprifal  for  that  purpofe,  fhali  produce  a  writ¬ 
ing  fubferibed  by  him,  containing  the  name  and  tonnage  or  bur¬ 
den  of  the  fillip  or  veffel,  the  number  of  her  guns  with  their  weight 
of  metal,  the  name  and  place  of  refidence  of  the  owner  or  owners 
the  names  of  the  commander  and  other  officers,  the  number  of  the 
crew,  and  the  quantity  of  provifions  and  warlike  fiores;  which 
writing  filial  1  be  delivered  to  the  fccretary  of  Congrefs,  or  to  the 
clerk  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  ‘convention,  or  council  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  in  which  the  fihip  or  veffel  fhali 
be,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  fecretary,  and  {hall  be  regiflered 
by  him;  and  that  the  commander  of  the  fihip  or  veffel,  before  the 
commifiion  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  may  be  granted,  fhali, 
together  with  fureties,  feal  and  deliver  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  five 
thoufand  dollars,  if  the  veffel  be  of  one  hundred  tons  or  under,  or  ' 
ten  thoufand  dollars,  if  of  a  greater  burden,  payable  to  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  Congrefs,  in  trull  for  the  life  of  the  United  Colonies, 
with  condition  in  the  form  following,  to  wit,  “The  condition  of 
this  obligation  is  fuch,  that  if  the  above  bounden  who  is  com¬ 
mander  of  the  called  belonging  to  of  in  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated^by  men, 
and  who  hath  applied  for  a  commifiion,  and  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifal,  to  arm,  equip,  and  fet  forth  to  fea  the  faid  as  a  pri¬ 
vate 
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v'\te  (hip  of  war,  and  to  make  captures  of  Britifh  veffels  and  car- 
(hall  not  exceed  or  tranfgrefs  the  powers  and  authorities 
which  (hall  be  contained  in  the  faid  commiffion,but  (hall  in  all  things 
obferve  and  conduct  himfelf  and  govern  his  crew  by  and  according 
to  the  fame,  and  certain  inftru&ions  therewith  to  be  delivered,  and 
fuch  other  inftruflions  as  may  hereafter  be  given  to  him,  and  (hall 
make  reparation  for  all  damages  fudained  by  any  miiconducl  or 
unwarrantable  proceedings  of  himfelf,  or  the  officers  or  crew  of 
the  faid  then  this  obligation  (hall  be  void,  or  elf?  remain  in 

force.”  which  bond  (hall  be  lodged  with  the  faid  fecretary  of  Con- 
grefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  indruflions  to  the  commanders  of 
private  (hips  or  veffels  of  war,  were  recommitted,  brought  in  d 
report^  which  being  taken  into  confideration,  and  G^bateo  by 
paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Inf  ructions  to  the  commanders  of  private  fhips  or  veffels  of  war3 

which  jloall  have  commijfons  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal ,  au¬ 
thor  if  ng  them  to  make  captures  of  Brit  if?  veffels  and  cargoes  * 

1.  You  may  by  force  of  arms  attack,  fubdue,  and  take  all  fliips 
and  other  veffels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Grieat-Biitain,  on 
the  high  feas,  or  between  high  water  and  low  water  maiiis,  ex¬ 
cept  (hips  and  veffels  bringing  perfons  who  intend  to  fettle  and 
refide  in  the  United  Colonies;  or  bringing  arms,  ammunition,  or 
warlike  (lores,  to  the  faid  colonies,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  inhabitants 
thereof  as  are  friends  to  the  American  caufe,  which  you  final  1  iuf- 
fer  to  pafs  unmolefted,  the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peace¬ 
able  fearch,  and  giving  fatisfaclory  information  of  the  contents  of 
the  ladings,  and  dedications  of  the  voyages. 

2.  You  may  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  fubdue,  and  take  all 
faips  and  other  veffels  whatfoever,  carrying  foldiers,  arms,  gun¬ 
powder,  ammunition,  proviiions,  or  any  other  contraband  goods, 
to  any  of  the  Britifh  armies  or  (hips  of  war  employed  againd  thefe 
colonies. 

3.  You  (hall  bring  fuch  (hips  and  veffels  as  you  (hall  take,  with 
their  guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  ladings,  to 
fome  convenient  port  or  ports  of  the  United  Colonies,  that  pro¬ 
ceedings  may  thereupon  be  had  in  due  form  before  the  courts, 
which  are  or  (hall  be  there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  caufcs 
civil  and  maritime. 

4.  You,  or  one  of  your  chief  officers,  (hall  bring  or  fend  the 
mader  and  pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  perfon  or  perfons  of 
the  company  of  every  (hip  or  veffel  by  you  taken,  as  foon  after  the 
capture  as  may  be,  to  the  judge  or  judges  of  fuch  court  as  afore- 
faid,  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  and  make  anfwer  to  the  interro¬ 
gatories  which  may  be  propounded  touching  the  intered  or  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  (hip  or  veffel,  and  her  lading  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
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you  fliall  deliver  or  caufe  to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all 
pa  es,  fea-briefs,  charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  cockets,  letters, 
and  other  documents  and  writings  found  on  board,  proving  the 
aid  papeis  by  the  affidavit  of  yourfelf  or  of  fome  other  perfon  pre- 
cut  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were  received,  with¬ 
out  fiaud,  addition,  fubdu£tion,  or  embezzlement. 

5.  You  fliall  keep  and  preferve  every  lhip  or  veifel  and  cargo  by 
■}  ou  taken,  until  they  fhall,  by  a  fentence  of  a  court  properly  au¬ 
thored,  be  adjudged  lawful  prizes ;  not  felling,  fpoiling,  wafting, 
or  dimmiffiing  the  lame,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  Offer¬ 
ing  any  fuch  thing  to  be  done. 

6.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  officers  or  crew,  fhall,  iti  cold  blood, 
vi  1  01  maim,  or  by  torture  or  otherwife,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and 
conti  ary  to  common  ufage,  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in 
war,  treat  any  perfon  or  perfons  furprifed  in  the  (hip  or  veffel  you 
fiuill  take,  the  offender  fliall  be  feverely  punifhed. 

7.  You  fhall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  fend  to  Congrefs 
written  accounts  or  the  captures  you  fhall  make,  with  the  number 
and  names  of  the  captives,  copies  of  your  journal  from  time  to  time, 
and  intelligence  of  what  may  occur  or  be  difeovered  concerning  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  the  deflination,  motions,  and  operati¬ 
ons  of  their  fleets  and  armies. 

S.  One  third,  at  leaf!,  oi  your  whole  company  fhall  be  landfmen. 

9.  1  011  fliall  not  ranfom  any  prjfoners  or  captives,  but  fliall  dif- 
pofe  of  them  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Congrefs,  or  if  that  be  not  fit¬ 
ting  in  the  colony  whither  they  fhall  be  brought,  as  the  general 
aifembly,  convention,  or  council,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  fuch 
colony  fhall  direct. 

10.  You  fliall  obferve  all  fuch  further  inftru&ions  as  Congrefs 
fliall  hereafter  give  in  the  premiffes,  when  you  fliall  have  notice 
thereof. 

1  :.  If  you  Iliad  do  any  thing  contrary  to  tliefe  inflru&ions,  or 
to  others  hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  fuffer  fuch  thing  to  be 
done,  you  fhall  not  only  forfeit  your  commiffion,  and  be  liable  to 
an  action  for  the  breach  of  the  condition  of  your  bond,  but  be  re- 
fponlible  to  the  party  grieved  for  damages  fuftained  by  fuch  mal- 
verfation. 

Refolved ',  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commiffary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  auditor  of  accounts  be  at  the  rate 
of  one  thoufand  and  fixty-lix  dollars,  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per 
an  nu  m. 

Refohed ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning  refolve 
itfclf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday, 
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Thursday,  April  4,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  the  treafurers  be  dire£led  to  take  colonel  Bele- 
ilre’s  bills  drawn  on  fome  of  his  friends  or  correfpondents  in  Cana¬ 
da,  and  not  upon  general  Carlton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  de  Hart,  for  provifions  furnifhed  by  Archibald  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  fum  of  17.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  ico  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rers  in  favour  of  Monf.  Le  Fontaine,  for  his  fervices  in  Canada. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conlideration  the  trade 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  conlideration  the  matters  referred  to 
them,  and  had  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordeied 
to  deliver  in. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con¬ 
grefs  being  read  • 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  from 
James  M‘Knight,  and  the  letter  from  Alexander  M‘Donald, 
George  Gillefpie,  and  J.  W.  Saunders,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  infpedlion  and  obfervation  of 
the  county  of  Burlington,  be  requelled  to  make  fale  of  the  lloop 
Sally,  whereof  the  faid  James  M‘ Knight  wap  prize  mailer,  and 
which  was  lately  run  alhore  by  him,  within  the  faid  county,  to¬ 
gether  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  cargo  on 
board,  at  public  auction  ;  and  after  deducing  the  charges  of  fe- 
curing  and  felling  the  fame,  to  pay  one  moiety  of  the  furplus  to 
the  faid  James  M‘Knight  forfalvage,  and  retain  the  other  moiety 
t  thereof,  for  the  owner  or  owners  : 

That  MelTrs.  Alexander  M‘Donald,  George  Gillefpie,  and  J. 
W.  Saunders,  who  have  lately  come  into  the  colony  of  New- 
Jerfey  from  the  Britilh  Well  India  illands,  where,  and  in  Great 
Britain,  they  have  confiderable  property  remaining,  be  excufed 
from  entering  into  the  militia  of  the  faid  colony,  and  from  iigning 
the  alfociation  ;  provided  always,  that  they  be,  in  all  other  re- 
fpe£ls,  fubje£t  to  the  like  taxes  and  regulations  with  the  other  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  faid  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  bell  ways  and  means 
of  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report 
w  hich  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  53  dollars  be  advanced  to  Monf.  St. 
Aulaire,  to  be  deduced  out  of  his  pay. 

Vql,  II.  Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Saturday. 

Sat  urday,  April  6,  1776- 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direCted  to  fupply  cap^ 
lam  Romans  with  twenty-four  mufkets  for  the  ufe  of  his  company: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  to  colonel  St. 
Clair  fix  pounds  of  powder  and  four  pounds  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  riffle  company  in  his  battalion. 

1  lie  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  fame  being  twice  read,  and  de¬ 
bated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved ,  T.  hat  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandife,  except 
haves  and  empty  eafks,  other  than  fhaken  or  knocked  down  calks 
for  mol  a  he  s,  may  be  exported  from  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  people  of  all  fuch  countries, 
a»  are  not  fubjeCt  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  any  parts  of 
the  world,  which  are  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  faid  king  ; 
provided  that  no  veffel  be  permitted  to  export  any  greater  number 
of  fhaken  or  knocked  down  molahes  calks,  than  the  fame  veffel  is 
capable  of  carrying,  when  they  fhall  be  filled  with  molahes. 

Refolvedy  That  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandifes,  except 
fuch  as  are  of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of,  or 
brought  from  any  country  under  the  dominion  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  except  Eaft  India  tea,  may  be  imported  from 
any  other  parts  of  the  world,  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  people  of  all  fuch  countries 
as  are  not  fubjeCt  to  the  faid  king  ;  liable,  however,  to  all  fuch  du¬ 
ties  and  impofitions  as  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  laid  by  any  of 
the  faid  colonies. 

Rsfoliedy  That  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  be  underflood  to 
prevent  fuch  future  commercial  regulations,  as  fhall  be  thought 
juft  and  neceffary  by  thefe  United  Colonies,  or  their  refpeCtive 
legiflatures. 

ReJ'olvedy  That  no  Haves  be  imported  into  any  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  con¬ 
ventions  in  the  feveral  colonies  to  appoint  proper  officers  at  conve¬ 
nient  places  in  their  refpeCtive  colonies,  to  take  bonds  in  adequate 
penalties,  for  obferving  the  regulations  made  by  the  Congrefs,  or 
affemblics,  or  conventions,  concerning  trade,  and  for  fecuring 
the  obfervation  of  fuch  parts  of  the  affociation,  as  are  not  inconfif- 
tent  therewith  ;  and  that  the  obligor  fhall,  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  departure  of  the  veffel,  produce  to  fuch  officers  a 
certificate  under  the  hands  and  feals  of  three  or  more  reputable 
merchants,  redding  at  the  port  or  place  where  the  cargo  fhall  be 
delivered,  that  the  fame  was  there  unladed,  and  take  manifefls 
upon  oath,  of  the  cargoes  exported  and  imported,  and  keep  fair 
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Is  of  health  when  defired, 
the  veflels  cleared  out,  and 
qualifying  veflels  to  trade, 
e  fees  of  the  faid  officers  be 
ftated  by  the  refpe&ive  aflemblies  or  conventions.  Provided  al¬ 
ways,  that  no  profecution  upon  any  of  the  faid  bonds,  fliall  be 
commenced,  but  within  three  years  after  the  date  thereof. 

Refolved ,  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  merehandifes,  except 
fuch  as  are  made  prize  of,  which  fliall  be  imported  directly  or  in- 
direcfly  from  Great- Britain  or  Ireland,  into  any  of  thefe  United 
Colonies,  contrary  to  the  regulations  eftablifhed  by  Congrefs, 
{hall  be  forfeited  and  difpofed  of,  agreeable  to  fuch  rules  a*  flia 
be  made  by  the  feveral  aflemblies  or  conventions,  and  fliall  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  profecution  and  condemnation  in  any  court  eredted  01  to  be 
erected  for  the  determination  of  maritime  affairs,  in  the  colony 
where  the  feizure  fliall  be  made. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
refolution  for  difpofing  of,  and  u ling  the  tea  now  in  thefe  colonies: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mi* 

MfKean,  • 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafler  for  William  M£Carty  s  and 
Richard  Key’s  teams  to  Virginia  with  powder,  each  thirty  days 
and  ferriages,  the  fum  of  250*5  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of 
the  7th  and  19th,  and  from  W.  Paulding,  Efq;  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  the  convention  of  New-York,  of  the  26th  of  March 
laft,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  in¬ 
to  confide  ration, 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  infpedlion  and  obfervation  of 
Albany  be  defired  to  examine,  ftate,  and  fettle  the  accounts  of 
expences  incurred  in  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point, 
which  lhall  be  laid  before  them  by  general  Schuyler,  and  report 
the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  department  be  defired  to  aflure  the  Indians  that  Congrefs 
will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  procure  goods  for  them,  and 
hope  they  fliall  foon  accomplifli  it. 

Refolved ,  That  Robert  Yates  be  appointed  fecretary  to  the  com¬ 
mifiioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  and  be  al¬ 
lowed  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  by  the  year. 

Refolved ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafliington  of  the  27th  of  March.  And 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  Heath  being  received  and  read, 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington  with  the, 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Refolved , 


accounts  and  entr.es  thereof,  give  bil 
grant  regifters  /hewing  the  property  ot 
fia-n  certificates  that  the  requiiites  for  ( 
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\.eJo  oCi ,  That  the  fum  of  ioc,ooo  dollars  be  fent  to  New-York 

or  the  uie  of  the  army  there,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

The  committee  foi  prifoners  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read: 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Rejolvcd,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  direfted  to  write  to 

f  r  TVent:on  or  «»®«nittee.  or  council  of  fafety,  to  colled  and 
forward  to  tne  treafurers  of  the  United  Colonies,  what  gold  and 
filver  they  can  procure,  and  to  draw  on  the  prefident  for  the  a- 

moimt  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  for  Half  Joes,  weigh- 
ing  nine  penny  weight.  J  ° 

1  he  committee  on  qualifications,  having  recommended  Samuel 
Checkley,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  fill  a  vacancy  of  an  Enfign  in  the 
dmd  hennfylvama  batf-alion  :  6 

Ordered,  That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  the  faid  Samuel 
L-iieckJey  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Tuefday  next. 


Tuesday,  April  9.  1776. 

Refoived ,  That  the  fum,  of  200,000  dollars,  be  fent  to  New- 
1  ork,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  there. 

A  lilt  of  prifoners  brought  from  Canada  by  major  Zedwitz,  and 
a  letter  of  the  4th  from  John  Nelfon,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  b run  1  wick,  refpecfmg  prifoners  brought  to  that  place;  alfo  a 
letter  from  colonel  Haflet  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  bem?  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read,  6 

Refolved ,  I  hat  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  trom  captain  Brice,  a  prifoner  at  Brunf- 
wick,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  captain  Brice  be  permitted  to  come  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  order  to  confult  a  phyfician  and  there  wait  the  orders 
of  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  of  March  from  brigadier  general  Woofter, 
and  a  letter  of  the  26th  of  the  fame  month  from  general  Schuyler, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

1  he  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledfion  of  an  auditor-general, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

John  Gibfon,  Efq.  was  elected. 

I 'he  Congrefs  took  into  confidcration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  prifoners  ;  whereupon,  ^ 

Refolved,  That  captain  Thomas  Gamble  be  not  exchanged,  there 
being  no  cartel  fettled.  & 

Refolved,  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell  be  permitted  to  re¬ 
side  with  his  wife  and  family  in  the  city  of  Burlington  in  New- 
Jcrfey. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  on  prifoners  be  diredfed  to  write 
to  general  Schuyler,  and  take  his  opinion  whether  Allan  M‘Don 

aid. 
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aid,  and  the  other  hoftages  taken  in  Tryon  county,  may,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  public  fafety,  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  re- 
fpe6live  homes  on  their  parole. 

Refolved,  That  a  lift  of  the  prifoners  of  war  in  each  colony  be 
made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  the  houfe  of  aftembly,  convention, 
council  or  committee  of  fafety  of  fuch  colony  refpebfively,  and 
that  they  be  authorized  and  requefted  to  caufe  a  ftribl  obfervance  of 
the  terms  on  which  fuch  orifoners  have  been  enlarged,  and  alfo  to 
take  efpecial  care  that  none  of  thofe  con  Sued  by  order  of  Con- 
grefs  be  luffered  to  efcape;  and  alfo  that  the  allowance  to  each  pri¬ 
soner  be  punctually  paid  by  the  preftdent  of  the  convention,  or  of 
the  council  or  committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  in  which  he  re  (ides ; 
and  where  there  are  no  conventions,  by  the  fpeakers  of  aftembly, 
which  faid  presidents  or  fpeakers  are  hereby  authorifed,  from  time 
to  time,  to  draw  for  the  fums  advanced  in  purfnance  of  this  refo- 
lution,  upon  the  preftdent  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  brigadier  general  Prefcot,  upon  fubfcribing  the 
parole  ordered,  be  enlarged  from  his  prefect  confinement. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Lewis  Nicola,  for  repairs  done  at  the  old  goal  in  this  city, 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  troops,  the  fum  of  226  dollars  : 

To  jofeph  Page,  for  his  fervice  in  attending  the  powder  wag¬ 
gons  to  Virginia,  the  fum  of  55  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Karri fon,  Efq  : 

To  Jacob  Garri  gues,  for  tranferibing  minutes,  letters,  &c.  for 
Co  ngrefs,  the  fum  of  48.2  dollars: 

To  John  Bruce,  for  402  tin  cartouch-boxes,  the  fum  of  174.2 
dollars : 

To  John  Armer  and  Samuel  Allen,  for  bringing  baggage,  &c. 
belonging  to  Meftrs.  Dulhunt  and  Gamilli,  from  New- York  to 
Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  2  1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to 
be  paid  to  Samuel  Allen : 

To  fundry  perfons  for  horfe-hire,  proviftons,  *&c.  the  fum  of 
12.5  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Alfop, 
Efq  : 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  proviftons,  Sec.  for  the  Britifti  troops 
of  the  7th  and  26th  regiments,  who  are  prifoners,  the  fum  of  294 
dollars,  and  for  wampum  for  the  fouthern  department,  the  fum  of 
59  dollars  : 

To  Ludowic  Kuhn,  for  boarding  part  of  captain  Roman’s  com¬ 
pany  of  matrofles,  the  fum  of  59.8  dollars: 

To  William  Shepherd,  for  two  horfes  fold  by  him  to  general 
Lee,  and  for  fundry  articles  of  geers,  the  fum  of  175.7  dollars: 

io  Matthias  Slough,  for  proviftons  for  the  7th  and  26th  regi¬ 
ments  of  Britifti  troops  from  the  26th  February,  to  the  2  lft  March, 
the  film  of  193.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Lord 
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Lord  Stirling  having,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  of  the 
19th  of  March  laft,  appointed  perfons  to  value  the  boat  of  Michael 
Kearney  jun.  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  the  valuation  by  them 
made,  amounting  to  725  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  the  faid  Michael  Kearney. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

W  EDNESDAY,  April  10.  1776. 

1  wo  letters  of  the  ill  from  general  Wafhington  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  :  Alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  John  Connolly. 

Refolved,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

i  he  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  indian  affairs  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  department,  and  the  petition  of  captain  White  Eyes  were  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  department,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  defired  to  employ  for  rea- 
fonable  falaries  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  to  refide  among  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Indians,  and  inftrudl  them  in  the  Chriflian  religion  ;  a  fchool- 
mafter  to  teach  their  youth  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic;  alfo 
a  blackfmith  to  do  the  work  of  the  Indians  in  the  middle  depart¬ 
ment. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  mid-* 
die  department,  be  defired  to  provide,  at  the  expence  of  the  United 
Colonies  for  the  entertainment  of  the  fachems  and  warriors  of  the 
Indians,  and  their  attendants  and  meffengers,  with  the  accuftom- 
ed  hofpitality,  when  they  come  to  Pittfburgh  to  treat,  or  give  in¬ 
telligence  of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  vifit. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs  be  defired  to 
acquaint  the  indians  in  their  refpeddive  departments,  that  Congrefs 
have  formed  a  plan  for  importing  goods  to  fupply  their  necefiities  ; 

That  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs  be  defired  to  enquire 
and  report  the  caufe  of  the  difcontent  of  the  indians  in  the  middle 
department,  what  meafures  may  be  purfued  to  reftore  quiet  and 
harmony,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  the  mean  time  to 
prevent  hoflilities. 

Refolved ,  That  although  the  profperity  of  Dartmouth  college 
in  the  colony  of  New-Hampfhire,  is  a  dellreable  object,  it  is  nei¬ 
ther  feafonable  nor  prudent  to  contribute  towards  its  relief  or  fup- 
port  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  fo  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  a  treaty  be  held 
between  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  depart, 
ment,  and  the  nations  of  indians  to  the  we  ft  ward ;  and  that  the 
laid  commifiioners  be  defired  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  for  that  purpofc,  and  give  the  indians  information  of  thereof. 

" Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  captain  George  Morgan,  Eneas 

Mackay, 
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Mackay,  Efq.  and  captain  John  Neville,  to  adjufl  and  determine 
all  matters  of  difference  between  Coquataginta,  or  captain  White 
E  ‘  and  Meffrs.  Bernard  Gratz  and  Michael  Gratz  ;  and  that 
the  arbitrators,  in  cafe  either  of  the  parties,  to  whom  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  fubmit  to  their  award,  fliall  refufe  to  abide  thereby,  re¬ 
port  the  reafons  offuch  refufal,  with  a  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  any 
other  matters  they  fhall  think  fit,  to  Congrefs. 

That  difputes  which  fhall  arife  between  any  of  the  white  people 
and  the  indians  in  their  dealings,  (if  the  latter  will  confent)  be  de¬ 
termined  by  arbitrators  chofen,one  by  each  of  the  parties,  and  ano¬ 
ther  by  the  commiflioners  for  indian  affairs,  or  when  they  are  abfent, 
by  the  agent  in  the  department  where  the  indian  party  refides. 

The  Cono-refs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  agent  for  in¬ 
dian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
and  examined, 

George  Morgan,  Efq.  was  eledled. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  prefented  to  captain 
White  Eyes. 

Refolved ,  That  George  Morgan,  Efq.  the  agent  for  indian  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  middle  department,  be  impowered  to  purchafe  for  cap¬ 
tain  White  Eyes,  two  horfes  with  two  faddles  and  briddles,  and 
that  the  treafurers  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  faid  George  Morgan, 
a  fum  not  exceeding  100  dollars  for  defraying  the  expences  thereof. 

Refolved ,  That  the  following  fpeech  be  delivered  to  captain 
White  Eyes  to-morrow  morning. 

Brother  captain  White  Eyes , 

«  We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  our  promife  made  to  you  and 
your  nation,  the  16th  of  December.  ^Ve  now  thank  you  for  your 
fpeech  to  us  the  2d  of  lafl  month. 

Brothers  the  Delawares , 

At  the  council  lire  at  Pittfburgh,  lafl  fall,  and  fince  by  our 
brother  captain  White  Eyes,  who  hath  been  all  the  winter  with 
us,  you  requefled  our  afiiftance  to  promote  peace  and  ufeful  know¬ 
ledge  among  you,  particularly  the  knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion.  We  rejoice,  brothers,  to  find  you  thus  difpofed,  and  will, 
as  early  as  we  can,  provide  a  fuitable  minifler  and  fchool matter, 
and  a  fober  man  to  inftrudt  you  in  agriculture.  Thefe  things  we 
agree  to  do,  brothers,  at  your  requeft,  and  to  convince  you  that 
we  wifh  to  advance  your  happinefs,  and  that  there  may  be  a  latt- 
ing  union  between  us,  and  that,  as  you  exprefs  it,  we  may  become; 
one  people.  The  introdudlion  of  ufeful  arts  among  you  will  be  ef¬ 
fected,  we  apprehend,  by  encouraging  handicraft  men  to  fettle 
and  refide  in  your  country.  The  method  of  doing  this,  mutt  be 
left  to  your  own  difcretion. 

Brothers , 

We  defire  you  will  make  it  known  among  all  the  indian  nations 
to  the  weftward,  that  we  are  determined  to  cultivate  peace  and 

friendfhip 
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friendfhip  with  them,  and  that  we  will  endeavour  by  making  the 
.  e  regulations  in  our  power,  to  prevent  any  of  our  people  wrong- 
nig  them  in  any  manner,  or  taking  their  lands  ;  and  that  we  will 
llnve  to  put  the  trade  between  us  on  fuch  a  footing*  as  will  feeurc 
the  peace,  and  promote  the  intereft  of  all  parties  ;  and  we  expert, 
tnat  all  the  wife  men  of  every  Indian  nation  will  ufe  their  influence 
for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Brothers , 

\\  have  named  George  Morgan,  Efq.  as  agent  under  our 
commifiioner s  foi  Indian  aiiairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  we 
delne  you  will  confei  with  him  on  whatever  buhnefs  you  may  have 
w  ith  us.  W  e  hope  you  will  inform  him  of  all  public  matters.  Wc 
recommend  him  to  your  friendfhip. 

Brothers , 

You  tell  us,  that  your  uncles,  our  brothers,  the  Wiandots 
have  given  your  nation  a  large  tradl  of  country,  comprehended  be¬ 
tween  the  river  Ohio  on  the  fouth,  the  welt  branch  of  the  river 
Mufkingham  and  Sandufky  on  the  Vvreft,  Lake  Erie  on  the  North, 
and  PrAqiie-Ifle  on  the  eafl. 

Brothers , 

Hearken  to  our  advice.  As  we  are  informed  that  your  uncles 
our  brothers  the  fix  nations  claim  molt  of  thofe  lands,  we  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  you  to  obtain  their  approbation  of  this  grant  to  you 
from  the  Wiandots  in  public  council,  and  have  it  put  on  record. 
Such  a  hep  will  prevent  uneafmefs  andjealoufy  on  their  part,  and 
continue  the  confidence  and  friendfhip  which  fubfifts  between  you 
and  them.  We  wifh  to  promote  the  lading  peace  and  happinefs  of 
all  our  brothers  the  indian  nations,  who  live  with  113  on  this  great  i- 
iland.  As  far  as  your  fcttlement  and  fecurity  may  depend  upon 
us,  you  may  be  affured  of  our  prote&ion.  We  (hall  take  all  the 
care  in  our  power,  that  no  interruption  or  difturbance  be  given  you 
by  our  people,  nor  fhall  any  of  them  be  fuffered  by  force  or  fraud 
to  deprive  you  of  any  of  your  lands,  or  to  fettle  them  without  a 
fair  purchafe  from  you,  and  your  free  confent.  If  contrary  to  our 
intention,  any  injury  Ihould  be  offered  to  you  by  any  of  our  people, 
inform  us  of  it,  and  we  fhall  be  always  ready  to  procure  you  fatif- 
fnction  and  redrefs. 

Brother  captain  White  Eyes , 

We  delire  you  will  inform  your  nation,  your  uncles  the  fix 
nations,  and  Wiandots,  your  grand  children  the  Shawanefe,  and 
all  the  other  nations,  what  you  have  feen  and  heardamong  us,  and 
exhort  them  to  keep  fall  hold  of  the  covenant  chain  of  friendfhip 
which  we  have  fo  lately  repaired  and  {Lengthened.  As  you  are  now 
about  to  depart,  we  prefent  you  with  fome  money  to  buy  cloaths 
and  ncccffaries,  and  pay  your  expences,  and  we  wifh  you  a  good 
Journey,  and  bid  you  farewell. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow, 

Thursday  , 


April*  1776^. 

Thursday,  April  1 1 ,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  from  gen.Put'nam  at  New-York,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton  commiffary,  for -the  ufe  of 
the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Zedwitz  for  expences  in  curing  a  wound 
received  by  him  in  falling  from  the  walls  of  Quebec,  and  his  expen¬ 
ces  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  255.6  dollars: 

To  John  Hales,  for  carriage  hire,  &c.  for  the  commiffioners  go¬ 
ing  to  Canada,  the  fum  of  223  dollars  : 

To  01  iver  Woolcot,  Efq;  for  his  expences  in  attending  a  treaty 
with  the  fix  nations  at  Albany,  the  fum  of  60  dollars: 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attending  the  prifoners  at  Reading, 
the  fum  of  76.6  dollars;  and  for  medicines,  &c.  provided  for  the 
troops  in  the  middle  department,  the  fum  of  134*6  dollars,  amount- 
ing  together  to  the  fum  of  2  1 1.2  dollars. 

To  the  following  perfons  for  boarding,  See .  gen.  Lee’s  guard3 
viz . 

Richard  Jacobs,  the  fum  of  6.4  dollars. 

William  Staddleman.  7.4 

William  McDowell,  3.4 

Lawrence  Fegan,  8.4 

Jacob  Wyncoop,  13.6 

Michael  Gallagher,  1.8 

.John  Kerlin,  8.6 

Charles  Stultz,  3.7 

To  captain  Long,  for  fo  much  advanced  by  him  to  captain  John 
Nelfon,  of  one  of  the  riffle  companies,  the  fum’  of  10.7  dollars: 
Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  claims  allow  for  the  fupport  of 
the  hoftages  fent  by  gen.  Schuyler  from  Try  on  county,  the  fum  of 
two  dollars  a  week. 

Refolved  That  two  new  members  be  added  to  the  cannon  com¬ 
mittee,  in  the  room  of  two  who  are  abfent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
delegates  of  Maryland  with  one  ton  of  powder  for  the  ufe  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ealtern  fflore  in  that  colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
qnefted  to  provide  proper  barracks  or  quarters  for  fuch  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  troops  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  New-York,  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  difeharge  the  militia  of  New-Jerfey  who  are  in  the  pay  of 
the  continent  : 
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That  the  commanding  officer  at  New- York  be  dire£ed  to  dif- 

cticjgc  the  whole  or  fuch  parts  of  the  militia  of  New-YorkandCon- 

1  e,n  lcu^5  novv  in  the  pay  of  the  continent,  as  the  public  fervics 
will  permit.  r 

A  petition  from  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams  in  behalf 
Ot  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
letting  forth  that  the  colony  has  advanced  large  fums  of  money  for 
the  continent  over  and  above  what  have  been  paid  them,  that  tho’ 
they  have  ufed  their  utmoft  diligence  they  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  prepare  a  full  fiate  of  their  accounts  to  lay  before  Congrefs,  and 
as  their  treafury  is  exhaufted,  and  the  colony  and  the  public  i'nter- 
cd  in  danger  of  fuffering  for  want  of  fupplies,  praying  that  the 
t-ongreis  would  advance  to  the  colony  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  lawful  money,  in  part  of  their  advances. 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  fum  of  i66,666j  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
colon y  of  Connecticut,  on  account  of  their  advances  for  the  fervice 
oi  the  continent,  the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

.  Captain  White  Eyes  being  called  in,  the  ipeech  was  delivered  to 
him,  and  the  money  paid. 

llefolved ,  That  fifty  dollars  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Stille  the  interpre¬ 
ter.  r 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  conventions  and  com¬ 
mittees  or  councils  of  fafety  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  to 
provide  for  the  maintainance  and  fecurity  of  fuch  of  the  enemy  as 
are  made  prifoners  in  their  colonies,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  of 
Congrefs  for  the  fupport  of  prifoners,  and  that  the  expence  thereof 
be  defrayed  by  the  continent. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  the  report  refpeding  governor  Tryon’s  exa&ing  an 
oath  from  perfons  going  by  the  packet,  and  to  afeertain  the  fad 
by  affidavits  taken  before  a  chief  juftice,  or  other  chief  magiftrate- 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  jay,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Wilfon/ 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  thirty  dollars  be  advanced  to  John 
Ilarkefs,  a  wounded  foldier,  who  was  difeharged  at  Cambrido-e 
without  any  pay. 

Information  being  given  that  Mr.  Hcwes,  a  prifoner,  has  been 
defrauded  of  a  large  quantity  of  goods; 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  truth  of  this  matter,  and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Huntingdon,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

Che  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Secord  was  refer¬ 
red,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved >  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  aflemblies,  con¬ 
ventions,  and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  to  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  in  communicating  to  foreign  na¬ 
tions  the  resolutions  oi  Congrefi  relative  to  trade. 

Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  fen  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  April  12.  1 77^* 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  March,  from  W.  H.  Drayton,  prefldent  of 
-die  convention  of  South-Carolina,  with  a  copy  of  the  of  par¬ 
liament  prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  American  co- 

Jonie3 :  Alfo,  Tt  n  .  •  i  r 

A  letter  of  the  ioth  inftant  from  colonel  John  Hafiet,  incloting 

an  account  of  the  engagement  between  the  detachment  of  the  De¬ 
laware  battalion  at  Lewes,  and  a  tender  of  the  Roebuck;  alio  in¬ 
forming  that  another  company  is  wanted  at  Lewes  Town,  ana  that 
he  has  ordered  one  to  march  thither,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

Refolved,  That  the  conduct  of  colonel  Hafiet  in  ordering  another 

company  to  Lewes  Town,  be  approved.  ^ 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  James 
Hunter  as  a  fit  perfon  to  fill  the  oldeft  vacancy  of  fecond  lieuten¬ 
ant,  and  Joel  Weftcoat  as  a  fuitable  perfon  to  fill  the  fecond  oldeft 
vacancy  of  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  third  Pennfylvama  battalion  ; 
Refolved ,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 
Revived ,  That  the  treafurers  be  dire&ed  to  pay  Mr.  Price  the 
fumof  16,000  dollars  in  fpecie,  in  part  of  the  fum  ordered  to  be 

advanced  to  him  and  Mr.  Haywood. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Lafton  was  prefented  to  Congiels 

and  read.  . 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  or  three. 

,  The  member^  chofen,  IVIr.  Rraxton,  IVIr.  Duane,  and  Ivlr.  A.- 
Icxsndcr* 

Refolved,  That  the  afTemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or 
councils  of  fafety  of  the  colonies  refpeftively,  in  which  prifoners 
are  or  fhall  chufe,  or  be  appointed  to  refide,  be  impovvered  to  re¬ 
move  fuch  prifoners  from  place  to  place  within  the  fame  colonies, 
as  often  as  to  fuch  affemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  or  coun¬ 
cils  of  fafety  refpeftively,  it  fhall  feem  proper,  having  regard  to 
the  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  concerning  prdonei  s. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
marine  committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Chafe  who  is  abfent. 

A  memorial  from  the  Scotch  hoflages  was  prefented  to  Con¬ 
grefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Henry  Holler,  for  riffles  and  caffl  furnifhed  to  captain  Nel- 
Ton’s  company  of  riffle  men,  the  fum  of  364.8  dollars  to  be  charg¬ 
ed  to  faid  company  ;  and  for  provifions  lor  faid  company,  the 
fum  of  17  1.3  dollars  ;  and  for  neceffaries  provided  for  prifoners  at 
Reading,  1203  dollars  ;  and  for  his  pay  as  quarter  mailer  in  pro¬ 
curing  provifions,  59  dollars;  for  provifions  made  for  receiving 
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tlie  prifoners  fiom  Johnftown,  the  fum  of  240  dollars ;  for  expref- 
cs  and  incidental  charges,  the  fum  of  62.9  dollars:  the  whole  a- 
niounting  to  2101  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  April  13,  1776. 

R’folved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commiffary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennsylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Meale  having  applied  to  Congrefs  for  advice  how  to  con¬ 
duit  himielf  in  paying  the  fixth  Pennsylvania  battalion  ; 

Refolded ,  That  the  queries  propounded  by  Mr.  Meafe  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  committee  for  procuring  fire  arms. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

lo  Robert  Erwin,  the  ballance  of  his  account  for  wago-on  hire 
the  fum  of  436  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  the  committees  of  the  townfhips  of  Walpack, 
Sandyflone,  and  Montague,  in  the  county  of  SufTex  in  New- 
Jerfey,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  commiflioners  for 
indian  affairs,  who  are  members  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  the  fale 
and  confumption  of  the  teas  now  in  thefe  colonies,  brought  in 
the  fame,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  by  the  third  article  of  the  affociation  entered  into  by 
the  late  Continental  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  24th  day 
of  October,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1774,  it  was  agreed,  that 
from  that  day  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  “  would  not 
purchafe  nor  ufe  any  tea  imported  on  account  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  or  any.  on  which  a  duty  had  been  or  fhould  be  paid,  and 
from  and  after  the  fir  ft  day  of  March  then  next  following,  they 
would  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  Eaft  India  tea  whatever And 
whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  time  as 
aforefaid  limited  for  the  confumption  of  the  tea  then  on  hand  was 
too  fhort ;  whereby  many  zealous  friends  to  the  American  caufe, 
who  had  imported  large  quantities  of  that  commodity,  with  de- 
fign  not  merely  to  advance  their  fortunes,  but  to  counteract  the 
plan  then  purfued  by  the  miniftry,  and  India  company,  to  intro¬ 
duce  and  fell  in  thefe  colonies  tea  fubjecf  to  duty,  are  likely  to  be¬ 
come  great  fufferers  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  ellates  of  many  of 
them  being  vetted  in  that  article,  and  they  by  that  means  rendered 
incapable  not  only  of  paying  their  debts  and  maintaining  their  fa¬ 
milies,  but  alfo  of  vigoroufly  exerting  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country  :  And  whereas  it  was  originally  the  delign  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  all  India  tea,  which  had  been  imported  agreeable  to 
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the  tenor  of  the  faid  affociation,  might  be  fold  and  confumed,  but 
the  time  limited  for  that  purpofe  proving  too  fhort ; 

Refolved,  That  all  India  tea  imported  as  aforefaid,  exprefly  ex¬ 
cepting  all  teas  imported  by  or  on  account  of  the  Halt  India  com¬ 
pany,  now  remaining  on  hand  in  thefe  colonies  be  fold  and  ufed: 

And  whereas  from  the  future  importation  of  tea  being  prohibi¬ 
ted,  fome  tea-holders  may  be  tempted  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
fcarcity  which  will  be  occafioned  by  it,  and  exad  exorbitant 
prices  for  an  article  of  little  real  value  in  itfelf,  and  which  owes 
its  worth  to  an  habit  in  many  refpedls  pernicious  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thefe  colonies ; 

Refolved  d' therefore,  That  Bohea  tea  ought  not  to  be  fold  by 
retail  in  the  fmalleft  quantities  at  a  ^higher  price  in  any  colony, 
than  at  the  rate  of  three  fourth  parts  of  a  dollar  per  pound  ;  and 
other  teas  at  fuch  a  price  as  (hall  be  regulated  by  the  committees 
of  the  town  or  county,  where  the  tea  is  fold  ;  and  that  all  perfons, 
who  (hall  either  give  or  take  a  greater  price  for  it,  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  enemies  to  the  American  caufe,  and  treated  accord¬ 
ingly.  And  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  committees  of  in- 
fpedion  and  obfervation  as  well  to  be  vigilant  in  carrying  this  re- 
folve  into  execution,  as  thole  which  prohibit  the  importation  of 
India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world,  it  being  the  defire  of  Con- 
grefs  to  exclude  all  teas,  except  fuch  as  may  make  part  of  the  car¬ 
goes  of  prizes  taken  by  (hips  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to 
thefe  colonies. 

* 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  deliver  to 
lieutenant  colonel  Hartley  one  quarter  cade  of  powder,  to  repay 
fo  much  by  him  borrowed  for  the  life  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  committee 
offafety  of  New-Jerfey,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  being  read 
was  agreed  to  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  tranferibed,  figned  by  the  prefident 
and  tranfmitted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  reprefentation  and 
queries  of  James  Meafe  refpe&ing  the  fixth  battalion  of  troops 
commanded  by  colonel  Irvine,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read:  Whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  certificates  of  magift rates  or  other  refpeda- 
ble  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  who  have  infpeded 
and  examined  the  companies  of  the  faid  battalion,  (hall  in  this  in¬ 
stance  juftify  the  pay-mafter  in  paying  fuch  companies  agreeable 
to  the  faid  certificates,  the  mutter  mailer  being  abfent  : 

That  the  fupernumerary  privates,  that  have  been  inlifted  and 
are  armed  and  cloathed,  be  continued  and  paid  : 

that  the  officers  in  the  faid  battalion  be  paid  for  their  (iibfill- 

■'vice  has  been  over,  at  the  rates  ufed  in 

other  battalions: 

That 
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That  the  claim  of  the  cnfign  in  captain  Wilfon’s  company  to 
pay  and  fubfiftance,  from  the  time  of  entering  into  a£lual  fervice, 
be  allowed. 

Refolded ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  build 
two  gallies,  capable  of  carrying  each  two  36  or  42  pounders,  to 
oppofe  the  enemy’s  veflels  in  bays  and  harbours. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  for  calling  cannon  be  directed  to 
contrail  for  the  calling  forty  howitzers,  with  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  Ihells. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  theap  pli¬ 
cation  of  James  Hughes,  late  town  major  of  Montreal,  and  now 
one  of  the  prifoners  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  brought  in 
their  report ;  wherein  they  rlfprefent, 

“  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Mrs.  Hughes,  the  wife  of  the 
faid  James  Hughes  on  or  about  the  5th  of  February  laft,  bargain¬ 
ed  with  a  certain  Jabez  Weft,  for  divers  goods  and  merchandize 
in  her  polfeflion  at  Montreal,  for  which  the  faid  Weft,  as  the  faid 
J.  Hughes  alledges,  agreed  to  pay  £  905  :  11:  9  :  JL  fterling 
money  of  Great  Britain,  and  £  15  1  :  1  :  9:  Halifax  currency, 
in  gold  and  lilver  to  the  faid  Hughes,  within  eighteen  days  from 
that  time,  upon  which  payment  being  made,  the  goods  were  to 
be  delivered  at  Albany,  to  the  faid  Weft,  by  a  certain  John  Ste- 
venfon  of  Albany  ;  to  whom  they  were  to  be  fent  at  the  expence 
of  the  faid  Weft  :  That  the  faid  Weft  paid  to  the  faid  Hughes, 
240  dollars  in  part,  but  it  was,  as  the  faid  Hughes  alledges,  a- 
greed  that  if  the  refidue  of  the  money  was  not  paid  within  the 
time  limited,  then  the  240  dollars  were  to  be  forfeited,  and  the 
goods  not  to  be  delivered  ;  that  the  goods  arrived  at  Albany,  and 
were  in  the  polfeflion  of  Mr.  Stevenfon,  who,  on  the  nth  of 
March  laft,  by  fome  means  or  other,  was  induced  to  deliver  the 
goods  to  Weft,  though  he  paid  no  money  ;  that  the  faid  Weft 
gave  a  bond  to  the  faid  Stevenfon,  payable  to  the  faid  Hughes, 
for  £  1609  :  18:8  continental  currency,  on  the  9th  of  April  in- 
ftant,  without  any  authority  from  the  faid  Hughes,  as  he  alledg¬ 
es  ;  that  the  faid  Weft  proceeded  with  the  goods,  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  them,  to  fome  of  the  eaftern  colonies,  and  it  is  ap¬ 
prehended  to  Connecticut.  Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  faid  Hughes  may  probably  lofe  his  debt 
from  Weft,  without  the  interpofition  of  Congrefs,  or  their  per- 
miflion  to  him  to  go  in  purfuit  of  the  faid  Weft.”  Whereupon 
Refolved ,  That  governor  Trumbull  of  the  colony  of  Conne&I- 
cut,  be  de fired  to  direCt  the  moll  effectual  method,  according  to 
law,  to  be  taken  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  Jabez  Weft,  or  his  ef¬ 
fects  to  the  value  of  the  debt  due  to  James  Hughes,  if  either  can 
be  found  in  his  government  ;  and  to  fee  that  juftice  be  done  in  the 
premifles. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday  * 


f 


April,  1776. 

Monday,  April  15,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  letter 
from  governor  Cooke,  and  an  account  of  the  powder  fupplied  the 
army*  at  Cambridge,  by  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  from 
the  10th  of  June  lafl  :  Alfo  a  letter  of  the  2d  from  general 
Schuyler,  with  eight  papers  enclofed,  being  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  letters  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  committees  of 
Walpack,  &c.  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
agreed  to.  Whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  chairman  of  the  fecret 
committee  upon  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  in  favour  of  the  petitioners, 
for  200  lb.  of  powder,  they  paying  for  the  fame: 

That  t 000  flints  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners : 

That  the  petitioners  be  defired  to  fend  Garret  Broadhead,  Efq; 
to  the  nearell  Indian  fettlement,  in  order  to  difeover  whether  any 
uneafinefs  fubfiils  among  the  Indians  in  that  part  of  the  country; 
and  if  it  fubfiils,  from  what  caufe  it  arifes  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prelident  of  the  Congrefs  to  ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler,  to  inform  him  of  the  apprehenfion  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  on  the  weflern  boundaries  of  New-Jerfey  from  the  Indians, 
to  requell  him  to  dire£l  proper  inquiries  to  be  made,  whether 
there  be  any  foundation  for  fuch  apprehenfions. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  petition  of  John  Secord: 

Refolved ,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  faid  petition  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut ;  that  he  be  requeued  to  caufe 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  fadls  therein  Hated,  and 
if  found  true,  that  it  be  recommended  to  him  to  caufe  reflitution 
to  be  made  to  the  petitioner. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  the  fettlers  at  Wy¬ 
oming  and  the  Sufquehannah  river,  as  well  thofe  under  Pennfylva- 
nia  as  thofe  under  Connecticut,  to  cultivate  harmony,  to  conlider 
themfelves  as  jointly  inti  refled  in  the  event  of  the  American  caufe, 
and  not  by  mutual  acts  of  violence  or  oppreffion,  to  injure  that  uni¬ 
on  that  happily  fubfiils  between  all  the  colonies,  and  on  which  their 
welfare  fo  much  depends. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county  in  New-Jerfey,  with  300  lb.  of 
powder,  they  paying  for  the  fame. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
refolution,  whereby  perfons  refident,  having  property  in  America, 

any  enem^  °f  the  United  Colonies  in  the  capture 

of  veLe  s  or  goods,  may  be  made  liable  to  make  good  the  damages 
to  the  fufferers.  0  ^ 
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1  he  members  eliofen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

A  petition  from  Mofes  Kirkland,  a  prifoner,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

I  he  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
( ommittee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Cana¬ 
da  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  I  hat  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  directed  to  purchafe  bills  of 
exenange  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and 
deliver  the  lame  to  Mr.  Price;  and  that  Mr.  Morris  be  indemnified 
for  any  lots  that  may  arife  from  indorfing  them  : 

1  hat  the  fum  of  13 >3  3  3*3  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Price,  to  be 
employed  by  him  in  the  lervice  of  the  continent,  in  Canada,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  officers  of  the  riffle  battalion,  and  independ¬ 
ent  riffle  companies,  be  authorifed  and  directed  to  recruit  the  faid 
battalion  and  companies,  and  inlift  the  men  as  fpeedily  aspoffible; 
and  that  their  re-inliftment  be  for  two  years  from  the  expiration  of 
their  prefent  term,  liable  to  be  difeharged  fooner,if  Congrefs  fhall 
think  proper,  upon  receiving  a  month's  pay  advance. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Learning,  jun.  in  behalf  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  infpe&ion  for  the  county  of  cape  May,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  that  part 
or  the  country,  and  praying  for  a  fupply  of  powder  and  lead,  and 
that  two  companies  of  the  continental  forces  may  be  ftation^d  there: 

Refolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  16,  1776. 

«  ■  —  . 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  inclofing  a 
lift  of  the  cannon  and  ftores  brought  from  providence  ;  and  a  let¬ 
ter  of  the  14th  from  the  committee  of  Baltimore,  inclofing  copies 
of  intercepted  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  governor  Eden; 
alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Thomas,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  publifti  an  extract  of  the  letter  from 
commodore  Hopkins. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittec  of  Baltimore,  and  the  papers  enclofed,  came  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions  : 

Whereas  iiflfbrmation  has  been  this  day  laid  before  Congrefs, 
from  which  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  Robert  Eden,  Efq. 
governor  of  Maryland,  has  lately  carried  on  a  correfpondence  with 
the  Britifti  miniftry,  highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America; 

Refolved ,  therefore,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland  be 
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carneflly  requeued  immediately  to  caufe  the  perfbn  and  papers  of 
governor  Eden  to  be  feized  and  fecured,  and  fuch  of  the  papers  as 
relate  to  the  American  difpute,  without  delay  conveyed  fafely  to 
Congrefs  ;  and  that  copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  from  the  fe- 
cretary  of  flate  be  inclofed  to  the  faid  council  of  fafety. 

Refolded ,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland  be  requelled 
to  caufe  the  perfon  and  papers  of  Alexander  Rofs  to  be  immedi- 
•  ately  feized  and  fecured,  and  that  the  papers  be  fent  fafely  to  Con¬ 
grefs. 

And  to  prevent  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  having  any  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  efcape ; 

Refilled ,  That  the  like  requell  be  made  to  the  committees  of 
obfervation  for  Baltimore  and  Frederic  counties  in  Maryland,  in 
one  of  which  counties  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  probably  now  is;. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Ifaac  Melchior,  for  expences  from  Montreal  to  Philadelphia, 
including  a  part  of  St.  Luke  La  Corne’s  expences  to  Albany,  the 
fum  of  34.7  dollars  : 

To  Leonard  Melchior,  for  boarding  M‘Donald  twenty  days, 
the  fum  of  16  dollars  : 

To  William  Chew,  for  riding  exprefs  to  North-Carolina  and 
back,  including  ferriages,  the  fum  of  90  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  J.  Hughes,  Efq  : 

To  Samuel  Purviance,  jun.  the  fum  of  133*3  dollars,  money  ad¬ 
vanced  by  colonel  Charles  Beaty  to  captain  James  Grier,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  faid  James  Grier  : 

To  Anthony  Tricker,  for  boarding  Donald  M‘Donald  and  o- 
thers  of  the  Scots  prifoners  taken  by  general  Schuyler,  near  John- 
flown,  the  fum  of  150  dollars: 

To  Peletiah  Webfter,  for  purchafing  goods  for  the  continent, 
including  fome  incidental  charges,  the  fum  of  66. 3  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county  with  500  flints. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  a  clerk  or  afiiflant  to 
the  auditor  general : 

Mr.  William  Webb  was  elected. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  H.  Beaumont,  furgeon  of  the  26th  re¬ 
giment,  was  laid  before  Congefs  and  read  : 

Rejolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  Meflrs.  Price 

and  Haywood,  in  confideration  of  their  extraordinary  fervices  in 
Canada. 

Whereas  much  inconvenience  may  be  derived  to  the  public  from 
committees,  others  than  the  committee  of  fafety  in  each  colony,  on 
the 'public  poll  roads,  flopping  and  opening  the  mails,  and  de¬ 
taining  letters  from  the  conilitutional  poll  • 

Vol.  II.  S  Refolved , 


I 


I 


*3^  Journals  of  Congress, 

Refolved,  That  no  committee,  but  the  council  or  committee  of 
fafety  in  each  colony,  or  fuch  perfons  as  they  (hall  on  extraordina¬ 
ry  occafions  authorise,  lhall  Hop  the  conftitutional  poll,  open  the 
mail,  or  detain  any  letters  therefrom. 

_  Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  commodore  Hopkins,  and 
direft  him  to  fend  a  complete  lift  and  ftate  of  the  ftores  taken  and 
brought  from  Providence,  with  the  fizes  of  the  cannon,  &c.  And  in 
cafe  he  fhould  have  left  New-London,  that  governor  Trumbull  be 
defired  to  ordera  lift  of  the  ftores  left  at  New-London  by  commo¬ 
dore  Hopkins  to  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  cannon  and  fuch  other  of  the  ftores  as  are  not 
neceffary  for  the  fleet  be  landed  and  left  at  New-London,  and  that 
fuch  of  the  cannon  and  wheels  as  governor  Trumbull  fhall  diredf, 
may  be  employed  for  the  defence  of  that  harbour,  during  the  plea- 
fure  of  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Jpril  17.  177 6. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Avery,  jun.  for  riding  exprefs  from  commodore  Hop® 
kins  and  back  again,  the  fum  of  40.7  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  inftru&ed  to  recommend 
to  Congrefs  proper  perfons  for  commiflion  officers  for  the  frigates 
now  building,  and  that  the  warrant  officers  be  appointed  by  the 
faid  committee  ;  and  that  they  fit  faid  frigates  for  fea  with  all  ex¬ 
pedition  : 

That  the  marine  committee  recommend  to  Congrefs  proper  per¬ 
fons  to  be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  feveral  colonies  : 

That  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars  be  allowed  by  the  public  to  the 
owner  of  every  American  veffel  for  every  able  feaman  that  he  lhall 
import  into  the  United  Colonies,  over  and  above  the  number  the 
faid  veffel  carried  out ;  and  that  foreigners  importing  able  feamen 
over  and  above  the  Ihip’s  company,  and  difeharging  them  in  the 
American  ports,  lhall  be  intitled  to. the  fame  bounty. 

Refolved ,  That  the  nomination  or  appointment  of  captains  or 
commanders  of  continental  vefiels  lhall  not  eftablifh  rank,  which  is 
to  be  fettled  by  Congrefs  before  commifiions  are  granted. 

The  Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  captains  for 
the  two  frigates  budding  in  Maflachuflett  s-Bay  : 

William  Manly,  and 

Ifaac  Cozneau  were  ele&ed. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  give  or¬ 
ders  for  the  arming  and  manning  abroad  any  of  the  fhips  or  veflels 
employed  in  the  importation  of  cargoes  for  the  continental  ac¬ 
count  ;  the  expenccs  and  charges  of  fuch  armaments  to  be  paid 
by  the  Hid  committee  ;  they  receiving  for  the  public  fervice, 
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on  the  arrival  of  every  veffel,  all  the  arms,-  ammunition  and 
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Refohed, ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  import 
cartroes^of  fait  on  the  continental  account,  in  fuch  fhips  or  veffels 
as  they  employ  to  carry  outward  cargoes,  and  are  obliged  to  in¬ 
jure  on  their  return. 

Refohed ,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennsylvania  be  re¬ 
queued  to  permit  John  Young,  jun.  and  Johnfton  Smith  to  carry 
to  Virginia  all  fuch  arms  as  they  have  already  purchafed,  or  (hall 
pure  hale  in  Pennfylvania,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army  in 
the  faid  colony  of  Virginia,  before  the  firft  day  of  May  next ;  not 
to  exceed  one  thoufand  Hand  in  the  whole. 

Refohed ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to.  fupply  Mr. 
Thomas  Learning  with  200  lb,  of  powder,  for  the  militia  of  Cape 
May,  he  paying  for  the  fame. 

Refohed ,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  New-York  be  di¬ 
rected  to  order  two  companies  of  colonel  Dayton’s  battalion  to 
inarch  to  Cape  May,  and  there  to  remain  till  farther  orders. 

Refohed ,  That  the  petition  of  Dr.  Jackfon  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Apnl  18,  1776', 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Wafhington.  And, 

A  letter  of  the  7th  of  November  laft,  from  the  rev.  Samuel 
Langden,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  general  Putnam,  and 
colonels  Glover,  Bridge,  Fry,  and  Prefcot.  Alfo, 

A  letter  from  James  Warren,  Efq;  pay-maffer  general,  defir¬ 
ing  leave  to  refign,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read'. 

Refohed y  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 

three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Brax¬ 
ton. 

A  letter  from  Elizabeth  Seymour,  widow  of  the  late  mailer  of 
the  Cabbot,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refohed 9  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refohed y  That  the  committee  on  indian  affairs  be  directed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  draught  of  inftru&ions  to  George  Morgan, 
Efq;  agent  under  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  department. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  and  a  letter 
of  the  fame  date  from  major  general  Lee,  being  received  and  read, 
were  referred  to  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Braxton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Treate,  for  medicine,  and  for  attending  the 
'troops  at  Burlington,  the  fum  of  273.7  dollars  : 

To 
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To  John  Bull,  Efq;  for  expences  in  conducting  money  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge,  the  fum  of  ,  55  dollars: 

lo, Jacob  M‘"S  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  107.5  dollars  : 

o  \o  .ert  vemiedy,  for  necelfaries  furnilhed  captain  Mor¬ 
gans  company  the  fum  of  544  dollars,  of  which  fum  iSo.z 

C'pS  ,fpr  r‘*cs’  (b,rts>  &c‘  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company  : 

io  I  ftaddeus  Burr  for  money  paid  by  him  for  horfe-hire,  &c. 

le  fum  of  37.2  dollars  which  ought  to  be  charged  to  Jacob 

1  o  fundncs,  on  certdicates  produced  by  Thomas  Johnfon,  Efq- 
for  pro.,, 10ns,  &c.  for  general  Lee’s  guard,  the  fum  of  10.7  dol- 
lais,  and  for  a  riffle  delivered  to  captain  Creffap’s  company,  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  company,  the  fum  of  10.6  dollars  : 

i  o  Jane  Aden  for  necelfaries  to  feveral  companies  of  continen¬ 
tal  troops,  the  fum  of  52.9  dollars,  of  which  fum  40  dollars, 
ouo  it  to  je  charged  to  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  and  deduc¬ 
ted  rrom  the  commifiary’s  account  : 

To  Dr.  Hall  Jackfon,  for  his  fervices  as  furgeon,  the  fum  of 
ryEf'p3’  and  thC  famC  °Usht  t0  be  PaId  t0  Abridge  Ger- 

To  William  Smith,  for  medicines,  inllruments,  &c.  for  the 
Delaware  battalion,  the  fum  of  237.4  dollars  : 

^ 0  ]  intoth)  Shalloi,  for  expences  in  bringing  prifoners  from 

Egg-Harbour,  the  fum  of  37.3  dollars. 

Ordered ,  I  hat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

1  he  marine  committee  having  recommended  gentlemen  for  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  Hornet  and  Wafp,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  eleftion, 
nnu  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined  * 

William  Hallock  was  eleded  captain  of  the  Hornet ;  and, 
Alexander  captain  of  the  Wafp. 

.  ^  *ie  com™lttec  aPPointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  eftablifh- 
mg  a  war  office,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  dpril  19,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  petition 
from  ivoah  I  hilips,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 

Refolvedy  1  hat  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifica¬ 
tions. 

Refolded ,  I  hat  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  ascertain  the  value  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver 
coins,  current  in  thefe  colonies,  and  the  proportions  they  oueht 
to  bear  to  Spanifh  milled  dollars  : 

1  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  A- 
ciams  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Whip- 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 
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To  Peter  Brunner,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  captain  Nelfon’s 
company  by  himfelf  and  Abraham  Vanhorn,  the  fum  of  25.2  dol¬ 
lars, ‘which  ought  to  be  charged  to  captain  Nelfon  :  , 

To  Mary  Miller,  for  provifions,  &c.  furnifhed  to  genual  Tees 

p-uard,  the  fum  of  16.5  dollars:  .  .  .. 

°  To  Jacob  Frantz,  for  horfe-hire,  and  carrying  brigadier 

general  Woedtke’s  baggage  to  New-York,  the  fum  of  47.5  do 
lars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvcd,  That  letters  which  are  dire&ed  to  any  general  in  the 
continental  fervice,  commanding  in  a  feparate  department,  be  cai- 
jied  free  of  poftage,  by  the  constitutional  poll. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftru&ions  to  George 
Morgan,  Efq;  brought  in  a  draught  which  being  read,  was  a- 
greed  to,  as  follows  : 

To  George  Morgan,  Efq;  Agent  under  the  Commijjioners  for  In¬ 
dian  Affairs  in  the  middle  department . 

Sir , 

You  are  required  to  provide  that  the  great  belt  prefented  to  the 
indians  laft  fall  at  Pittfburgh,  be  forwarded  with  all  convenient 
expedition  to  the  fachems  and  warriors  of  the  weftern  nations, 
and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power  to  convince  them  of  the 
good  wifhes  and  good  intentions  of  Congrefs  for  and  towards  them, 
and  to  cultivate  harmony  and  friendlhip  between  them  and  the 
white  people,  and  to  give  Congrefs  the  moft  early  intelligence  of 
any  interruption  thereof,  or  of  any  difturbance  which  fhall  arife, 
and  which  you  cannot  quiet. 

Acquaint  the  indians  that  Congrefs  have  formed  the  beft  plan 
they  could  devife  to  import  foreign  goods  for  their  ufe,  and  have 
neglefted  no  probable  means  to  procure  them  in  time,  and  it  they 
fhould  not  be  fupplied  fo  foon  as  they  may  be  wanted,  the  misfor¬ 
tune  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  common  enemies  of  them  and  us,  who 
by  obftruCting  our  trade,  as  well  as  in  numberlefs  other  in  dances 
are  daily  injuring  and  diftrefiing  both  ;  but  that  we  have  wrell 
grounded  hopes  of  fpeedy  relief,  in  expectation  of  which,  and  of 
greater  advantages  in  profpeCt,  the  prefent  inconveniencies  are 
born  more  patiently. 

All  differences  and  difputes  that  fhall  happen  between  the  in¬ 
dians  and  white  people,  you  will  have  adjufled  and  determined  in 
the  mode  prefcribed  by  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  of  which  you  have 
a  copy  :  And  you  are  directed  in  a  particular  manner  to  prevent 
as  much  as  you  are  able,  any  impositions  upon  the  former  by  thofc 
who  deal  with  them.  Treat  all  thofe  people,  with  whom  you 
may  meet,  kindly  and  hofpitably.  Infpire  them  with  fentiments 
ofjuftice  and  humanity,  and  difpofe  them  to  introduce  the  arts  of 
civil  and  focial  life,  and  to  encourage  the  refidence  of  hufbandmen 
and  handicraft  men  amonq-  them.  Advife  Consrefs  from  time  to 
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tcntiorf  ^  °CCUrrences  ^iat  may  in  your  opinion  dcferve  their  at* 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Wafhingtcn’s  letter  of  the 
5  ln  ant»  as  well  as  other  letters  were  referred,  brought  in 
tneir  report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration  was  agreed  to  ; 

Refolded  That  general  Walhington  may  order  as  many  of  the 
cannon  and  military  (lores  as  are  not  neceffary  for  the  continental 
fleet,  and  which  were  lately  brought  into  New  London,  by  the 
commander  thereof,  to  any  other  place  he  may  think  proper  • 
having  regard  only  to  the  permiffion  of  Congrefa,  relative  to  the 
defence  of  the  harbour  of  New  London,  a  copy  of  which  ouuht  to 

be  fent  to  general  Walhington,  andalfoalift  of  the  cannon  and 
ltores,  as  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Rtfolved,  That  the  refignation  of  James  Warren,  as  pay-mafter 
general  of  the  army  be  accepted  and  entered  accordingly,  and 
that  he  be  informed  there  are  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury  ap- 
pointed,  to  whom  he  is  to  render  his  accounts  and  vouchers. 

Refohed,  That  another  pay  mailer  general  be  appointed  and 
that  the  general  be  informed  thereof. 

Aj  it  appears  fiom  the  certificates  or  four  colonels  of  regiments 
at  Cambridge,  that  the  reverend  Dr.  Samuel  Langdon,  "did  not 
only  perform  the  duty  of  a  chaplain  to  their  feveral  regiments,  for 
the  fpace  of  fix  months,  for  which  no  other  chaplain  had  been’  ap¬ 
pointed,  but  alfo  to  the  army  at  large  ;  Therefore, 

jed y  ^  hat  the  faid  Di.  Dangdon,  having  received  no  com* 
penfation  for  thofe  fervices,  be  paid  the  fum  of' 300  dollars. 

Rej ol \jC a  f  1  hat  tin  ee  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Refolved,  That  general  Walhington  be  made  acquainted  with 
general  Lee’s  requeft  of  a  company  of  artillery,  and  be  defired  to 
furnifli  him  with  fuch  a  company,  if  it  may  be  done  confident  with 
the  general  good  of  the  fervice. 

Refohed ,  That  an  immediate  fupply  of  arms,  {hoes,  and  blan¬ 
kets,  be  furnifhed  for  the  troops  in  Virginia,  and  that  proper  per- 
fons  be  appointed  to  procure  them,  fubjedt  to  the  orders  of  Con¬ 
grefs  already  entered  into. 

Refohed >  T.  hat  Mr.  Ephraim  Blaine  be  appointed  to  purchafe 
a  quantity  of  blankets  not  exceeding  5000,  and  alfo  that  he  be 
directed  to  purchafe  5000  pair  of  fhoes  to  be  fent  to  Virginia,  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Williamfburgh. 

Refohed ,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  ele&ion  of  a 
pay-mafter  general. 

Refohed ,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry  com  miliary,  be  diredfed 
to  purchafe  and  forward  to  general  Schuyler,  with  all  convenient 
difpatch,  2000  barrels  of  pork  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Canada, 
and  that  he  be  fupplied  with  a  fum  not  exceeding  20,000  dollars 
for  that  purpofe,  he  to  be  accountable.  Rejolvedy 


I 


April,  177  6.  *43 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr* 
Price  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  refolution  to  enable  Meffrs.  Price 
and  Haywood,  to  draw  for  the  ballance  of  the  money  ordered  to 
be  paid  them  by  the  refolutions  of  the  3d  and  16th  of  this  month. 

Refolved ,  That  MeiTrs.  Du  MontefTon,  Hervieux,  La  Marque, 
Du  MafTaux,  Shemit,  Giaflon,  and  Gamelin,  Canadian  prifoners 
at  Briftol  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  cloaths,  and  other  neceffaries,  and  to  remain  there  ten  days 
and  then  return  to  Briftol. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  general 
Washington  of  the  4th,  and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of 
the  2d  of  this  month,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  on  prifoners  having  collected  from  the  journals 
the  feveral  refolutions  refpe&ing  prifoners,  and  having  made  fome 
amendments  therein,  fubmittedthe  fame  to  Con^refs. 

Adjourned  t Q  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mo  NDAY,  April  22.  1 7 7 6. 

Sundry  letters  received  fince  the  adjournment,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  dated  the  18th. 

One  from  Dr.  Boyd  of  the  19th. 

One  from  the  committee  of  infpecdion  of  Lancafter  of  the  1  Tth* 

One  from  the  Canada  commiffioners,  dated  Saratoga,  the  13th. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  19th. 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  12th,  enclohng  fundry  let¬ 
ters  and  papers  from  Canada.  And, 

One  from  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  of  Weft  Augufta,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  four  laft  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  refer¬ 
red  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Braxton, 
and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

Refolved,  That  the  conlideration  of  the  letter  from  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolve  refpedting  Meftrs. 
Price  and  Haywood,  brought  in  the  fame  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  T  hat  hdeiTrs.  Price  and  bfaywood  be  lmpowered  to 
draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the  preildent  ofCongrefs  for  the  fum  of 
48,358.6  dollars,  payable  the  5th  of  July  next,  in  fpecie ;  It 
being  the  ballance  of  a  fum  fpecihed  in  a  refolve  of  the  3d  of  April 
inftant,  after  dedudling  16,000  dollars,  for  which  they  received 
an  order  on  the  treafurers  the  12th.  And  they  are  farther  im- 
powered  to  draw  bills  a$  aforefaid,  for  1000  dollars,  ordered  to  be 
paid  them  by  a  refolve  of  the  6th  inftant. 

.  Refoived>  That  the  commiffioners  gone  to  Canada  be  defired  and 
zmpowered  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood  to 
the  5th  or  February  laft,  or  to  employ  proper  perfons  to  examine 
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the  fame  and  compare  the  vouchers  with  the  feveral  articles  of  faicl 
accounts,  and  return  a  certificate  to  Congrefs  of  the  ballance  jufU-y 
due  to  Mefirs.  Price  and  Haywood  from  the  United  Colonies  to 
that  date,  with  the  vouchers  for  expenditures  and  fupplies  by  or¬ 
ders  of  general  Montgomery  and  general  Woofter. 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  requefted  to  return  to 
Congrefs  a  lilt  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  accountable  to  the  United 
Colonies  for  any  part  of  the  articles  or  expenditures  comprifed  in 
Me  firs.  Price  and  Haywood’s  accounts,  with  the  refpe&ive  fum 
fuch  perfon  is  chargeable  with,  and  deliver  copies  thereof  to  the 
commanding  officers,  that  the  proper  deductions  may  be  made 
from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  ufe  of  colonel 
Wayne’s  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Mr.  Jacob 
Weaver,  to  an  enfigney  which  is  vacant  in  the  third  Pennfylvania 
battalion  : 

Refolved ,  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  ac¬ 
cordingly  granted  to  him. 

The  feveral  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  dpril  23,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  .12th  from  major  general  Ward  being  received 
and  read,  repeating  his  defire  for  leave  to  refign  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  refignation  of  major  general  Ward,  and  of 
brigadier  general  Fry  be  accepted,  and  that  the  prefident  inform 
them  thereof  by  letter. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  873.8  dollars  : 

To  John  Dunn,  the  ballance  in  full  due  to  colonel  Heard’s  bat¬ 
talion,  for  their  pay,  fubliftance,  &c,  on  the  expedition  to  Long 
Illand,  the  fum  of  2453.7  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Con¬ 
grefs  recommended  gentlemen  to  be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  feve¬ 
ral  colonies. 

Refolved ,  That  captain  John  Bradford  be  appointed  for  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Maffachufctt’s  Bay,  Daniel  1  lllinghall  for  Rhode  Ifland, 
Nathaniel  Shaw,  jun.  for  Connecticut,  Jacobus  Vanzantz  for 
New  York,  John  Nixon,  and  John  Maxwell  Ncffiit  for  Pennfylva¬ 
nia,  William  Lux  for  Maryland,  John  Tazewell  for  Virginia, 
Cornelius  Plarnet  for  Wilmington,  Richard  Ellis  for  Newbern, 
and  Robert  Smith  for  Edentown  in  North-Carolina,  with  power 
to  each  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies,  if  necefl'ary. 
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The  committee  to  whomthe  letters  from  gen.  Wafhington,  gen. 
Schuyler,  and  the  letters  from  Canada  and  Pittfburgh  were  referr¬ 
ed,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration 

whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  fignify  to  colonel  Hazen  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  Congrefs  for  his  letter,  and  attention  to  the  public  good. 

Refolved ,  That  300,000  dollars  be  immediately  fent  to  gen, 
Schuyler,  for  fupplying  and  paying  the  army  in  Canada. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada,  be  de- 
lired  to  publifh  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Canada,  lignifying,  that 
Congrefs  has  been  informed  of  injuries  offered  by  our  people  to 
fome  of  them :  expreffing  our  refentment  at  fuch  mifcondu£t,  a- 
ffuring  them  of  our  attachment  to  their  fecurity;  inviting  them  to 
Hate  their  grievances  to  our  commiffioners,  and  promiffing  ample 
redrefs  to  them,  and  examplary  punifhment  to  the  offenders. 

Refolved ,  That  inflru&ions  be  fent  to  the  commiffioners  to  caufe 
juftice  to  be  done  to  the  Canadians,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the 
above  refolve. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada,  be  directed 
to  be  very  attentive  to  military  difeipline,  and  inflict  examplary 
punifhment  on  allthofe  who  violate  the  military  regulations  eftabliffi- 
ed  by  Congrefs; 

Refolved ,  That  gen.  Wafhington,  be  directed  to  fend  fix  bat¬ 
talions  into  Canada  from  the  army  at  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  gen.  Wafh¬ 
ington,  requefling  his  opinion  whether  any  farther  additional 
troops  are  neceffary  to  be  fent  for  the  redu£tion  of  Quebec,  and  for 
the  fecurity  of  Canada,  and  if  he  ffiall  think  more  troops  neceffary, 
whether  they  can  with  fafety  be  fpared  from  the  army  now  in  New 
York. 

Refolved ,  That  if  any  of  the  troops  from  Yew-Jerfey  or  Pennfyl- 
vania,  which  were  raifed  at  live  dollars  a  month,  be  fent  to  Cana¬ 
da,  they  ffiall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds 
of  a  dollar  a  month,  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  24.  1776. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  infpedtion  and  obfervation  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  was  prefented  to  Cono-refs 
and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

1  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr. Alex¬ 
ander. 

Mr.  R.  Morris  reported  that  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  Con- 
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gicfs,  he  has  purchafed  and  delivered  to  Mr  James  Price  bills  of 
exchange  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  for 
which  he  produced  Mr.  Price’s  receipt. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  14,800  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trca- 
furtis  in  favour  ox  IMr.TL  .Morris  in  full  for  the  above  bills  of  ex® 
change. 

Refolved,  That  the  committees  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Price,  be  diredled  to  draw  up  inflations  to  him,  for  his  govern¬ 
ment  in  difpofing  and  laying  out  the  mony  put  into  his  hands. 

Refolved,  That  Mr. Trumbull  the  commiffary  general  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  provide  and  forward  to  gen.  Schuyler,  two  thoufand  barrels 
of  poik,  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
army  in  Canada,  and  that  the  faid  commiffary  be  fupplied  with  a 
fum  not  exceeding  20,000  dollars  for  that  purpofe,  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  fame. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Lewis  be 
requefled  to  purchafe  and  forward  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  to 
gen.  Schuyler  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army  in  Canada, 
i 0-000  pair  of  (hoes,  10,000  pair  of  (lockings*  and  that  15,000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  them  for  thofe  purpofes,  they  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

/ 

Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gen.  Schuyler  to  inform  him 
of  the  ten  additional  battalions  lately  ordered  for  Canada,  and  of 
the  4000  barrels  ofpork,and  the  10,000  pair  of  (hoes,  and  10,000 
pair  of  flockings,  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  fent  to  him;  and  to 
defire  him  to  purfue  the  bed  means  for  furnifhing  fuch  other  nece- 
ffary  articles  of  cloathing  and  food  as  may  be  wanting  for  the  con¬ 
tinental  army  in  Canada,  having  regard  to  fuch  of  thefe  as  Mr. 
Price  the  commiffary  in  that  province  can  fupply  there  :  Alfo  that 
general  Schuyler  be  dc fired  to  inform  the  prefident  what  quantity 
of  gun  powder  he  has  received  for  Canada  fince  the  firfl  of  January 
laft,  and  that  he  continue,  as  hitherto,  to  give  the  earlied  notice 
to  Congrefs  of  the  occalion  for  further  fupplies  of  this  and  other 
neceffaries  that  may  be  wanting,  and  not  in  his  power  to  procure. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  from 
Mr.  Wifner’sand  Mr.  Livingfton’s  powder  mills,  live  tons  of  pow¬ 
der  to  gen.  Schuyler,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Gibfon,  agent  appointed  by  the  commidioners  for  in- 
dian  affairs,  for  fundry  fervices  in  the  middle  department  by  order 
of  the  com miffi oners,  the  fum  of  377.9  dollars  : 

To  John  Davis,  for  waggonage  for  the  6th  Pennfylvania  batta¬ 
lion,  the  fum  of  60  dollars: 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provifions,  &c.  for  the  prifoners  at 
Trenton,  the  fum  of  183.8  dollars  : 

To  Duncan  M‘Donald,  the  fum  of  15.8  dollars,  of  which  fum 
13.6  dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  captain  Hendrick’s  company, 

and 
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and  2.2  dollars  to  captain  Cluggage’s  company  for  goods  furnifh- 
ed  to  the  faid  companies;  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  E- 

^  To  Margaret  Smith,  for  nurfing  two  men  in  the  fmall  pox,  be- 
longing  to  captain  Benezet’s  company,  the  fum  of  24  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

rl  ne  convention  of  South-Carolina  having  appointed  oelegates 
to  reprefent  that  colony  in  Congrefs,  the  credentials  ot  their  ap¬ 
pointment  were prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read,  as  follows: 

“  In  Congrefs,  Charleftown ,  South-Carolina,  Feb.  1 6.  1776. 

Refolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  John  Rutledge,  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  Arthur  Middleton,  and  Thomas  Heyward,  jun.  Efqrs.  be, 
^nd  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  authonfed  to  reprefent  this 
colony  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  for  one  year  next  enduing. 

March  23.  1776.  # 

RcFlued,  That  the  delegates  of  this  colony  in  continental  Con¬ 
grefs,  or  a  majority  of  fuch  of  them  as  {hall  at  any  time  be  preient 
in  the  faid  Congrefs,  or  any  one  of  the  laid  delegates,  if  no  moie 
than  one  (hall  be  prefent,  be,  and  they  and  he  are,  and  is  heie  y 
authorifed  and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  con¬ 
cert,  agree  to,  and  execute  every  meafure,  which  they  or  he,  to- 
o-ether  with  a  majority  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  fhall  judge  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  defence  fecurity,  intereft,  and  welfare  of  this  colo¬ 
ny  in  particular,  and  of  America  in  general. 

4  Refolded,  That  another  delegate  be  forthwith  chofen  by  ballot 
by  this  Congrefs,  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  continental  Con¬ 
grefs,  in  addition  to,  and  with  as  full  powers  in  all  refpedts  as  the 
delegates  already  chofen  have,  and  are  inverted  with.  The  Con¬ 
grefs  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  faid  delegate,  and  d  homas 
Lynch,  jun  Efq.  appearing  to  be,  and  being  declared  duly  chofen, 

Refolded,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  jun.  Efq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  a  fixth  delegate  from  this  colony,  to  reprefent  the  fame 
in  the  continental  Congrefs. 

A  true  copy, 

Peter  Ti  moth  y,  Seed* 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
take  into  confideration  general  Wafhmgton  s  lettei  of  the  27th  of 
March,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  letter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come 
to  any  determination  thereon,  dertred  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 


again. 
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Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  let¬ 
ter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  27th  of  March,  and  the  peti¬ 
tion  inclofed  therein. 

The  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  slpril  2 5.  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Walhington  of  the  22d  and  2?d  were 
Jciid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  J 

Refilved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

1  he  members  chofen.  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 

X  v  WC3  • 

Rejolyed ,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  m  favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq.  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 

chaiing  fhocs  and  blankets  for  the  continental  troops  in  Virginia • 
he  to  be  accountable.  &  9 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Thomas 
^Holland  to  be  a  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  battalion,  in 
the  room  of  James  M-Donnough,  deceafed,  and  John  Corfe,  En- 
hgn,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Holland: 


Refohed,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 
Fhe  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Noah  Phelps  was  refer¬ 
red  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 
Refolved,  I  hat  the  committee  of  infpeftion  of  the  city  >  of  Al¬ 
bany  be  requeued  to  adjuft  Mr.  Noah  Phelps’s  account  of  fervices 
performed  at  Ticonderoga  ;  and  that  Mr.  Noah  Phelps  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  his  further  fervices,  including  thofe  of  contrador 
from  the  time  of  his  joining  general  Montgomery,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  for  each  day,  until  he  quitted  the  fervice,  and  an  equi¬ 
valent  to  a  captain’s  rations  during  the  faid  time,  provided  he  has 
not  already  had  them;  the  latter  account  to  be  fettled  by  general 
Schuyler,  who  is  requelled  to  pay  to  the  faid  Noah  Phelps*  what 
may  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for  the  whole  of  his  fervices  aforefaid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the 
10th  of  March  laft,  with  the  papers  therein  inclofed,  was°referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  application  from  the  committee  of  lower  Pennfneck  in  the 
county  of  Salem  in  New-Jerfey, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  fell  to  the 
faid  committee,  75  lb.  of  gun-powder. 

Refolved  >  That  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  from  John  But¬ 
ler  at  Niagara,  dated  the  29th  of  February,  be  fent  to  general 
Schuyler. 

Refolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  and  foundation  of  the  ftory,  “  That  the 
indians  have  been  invited  by  governor  Penn  to  come  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,’  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be 
dire&cd  to  caufe  the  perfon  to  be  arrefted,  who  pretended  to  have 
carried  fuch  invitation  to  the  indians. 

i  he  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 
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For  the  expences  of  general  Lee’s  guard,  the  fum  of  ro.8  dol¬ 
lars  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlock. 

On  a  draught  drawn  by  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq.  on  the  commif. 
fioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  in  favour  of  Sa¬ 
muel  Semple,  the  fum  of  77  dollars,  for  expences  of  the  faid  com- 
miflioners,  and  that  the  faid  fum  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Mil¬ 
ler,  Efq  of  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

For  the  fubfiflance  of  A.  Hill  Brice,  captain  of  the  7th  regiment 
of  foot,  of  royal  fufileers,  the  fum  of  39.5  dollars,  and  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  M‘Kean,  Efq.  and  charged  to 
the  faid  captain. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  letter  from  general  Wafiiington  of  the  27th  March  laft,  and 
the  papers  therein  inclofed,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  re¬ 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  had 
come  to  a  refolution,  on  the  matters  referred  to  them,  which  he 
read  and  delivered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read, 

Refolved ,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  Allan  Cameron,  who 
is  confined  in  goal,  is  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  health  as  to  require  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  a  phyfician,  and  that  he  is  defirous  of  the  afliftance  of 
Dr.  Cadwallader. 

Refolved ,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  have  leave  to  attend  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April 26,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fettle  and  pay 
to  the  colony  of  Connecticut  the  powder  lent  by  the  faid  colony  to 
general  Wafiiington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  and  to  act  as  they 
lhall  judge  belt  for  the  public  fervice,  and  the  benefit  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  in  exchanging  the  powder  which  the  faid  colony  has  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  for  powder  in  the  eaftern  ports  belonging  to  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Virginia,  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  the  faid  committee,  and 
requeft  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  have  it  exchanged 
for  fpecie,  and  remit  the  fame  to  the  continental  treafurers ;  and 
in  cafe  they  can  procure  more  fpecie,  that  they  fend  it,  and'  draw 

for  the  amount  on  the  pay-mafter  in  Virginia,  who  is  ordered  to 
pay  fuch  draughts. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pav- 
maher  in  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops,  he  to  be 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

read. 
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read,  giving  an  account  of  A.  Cameron’s  ftate  of  health  ;  where¬ 
upon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  A.  Cameron  be  allowed  the  benefit  of 
air  in  his  room,  and  of  walking  an  hour  every  morning  in  the  yard, 
in  company  or  prefence  of  the  jailor,  and  that  his  uncle  Dr, 
M‘Clean  from  New- York,  who  is  now  in  town,  be  allowed  to  con- 
verfe  with  him  in  prefence  of  the  jailor. 

Edmund  Randolph,  who  was  appointed  deputy  mufter-mafter 
general  of  the  fouthern  department,  having  been  chofen  by  the  ci¬ 
tizens  of  Williamlburgh  to  reprefent  them  in  convention,  and  an 
ordinance  having  been  paffed,  excluding  all  perfons  holding  any 
military  poll  of  profit  from  a  feat  therein,  begged  leave  to  refign  his 
cilice. 

Refolved ,  That  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Randolph  be  accepted. 

Rcfolved ,  That  a  committee  ot  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con¬ 
federation  the  ftate  of  the  eaftern  department,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Wythe* 
Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Robert  Johnfon,  for  attendance  on  the  6th  battalion, 
and  for  medicines,  the  furn  of  53.1  dollars. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Waftiington 
of  the  22  and  23d  inftant  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  aids  de  camp  of  the  commander 
in  chief  be  raifed  to  forty  dollars  a  month. 

Refolved,  That  none  of  the  troops  already  raifed,  be,  for  the 
prefent,  difhanded  for  want  of  arms ;  and  that  the  general  apply  to 
the  convention  and  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York  for  fuch 
arms,  as  may  have  been  collected  under  the  refolve  of  Congrefs 
for  difarming  non-aftociators  and  difaffebted  perfons,  or  any  other 
arms  they  can  fupply,  and  that  they  be  delivered  to  the  New- 
York  troops. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Baldwin  the  afliftant  engineer  ordered  to 
Canada,  be  allowed,  in  confideration  of  his  merit,  the  pay  and 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  on  the  continental  eftablifhment. 

Refolved ,  That  the  refpeftive  governments,  from  whence  militia 
have  come  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New-York,  be  defired 
fpeedilv  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  authenticated  mufter-rolls  and  ac¬ 
counts  of  monies  due  to  fuch  refpedlive  militias,  in  order  to  their 
being  immediately  fettled  and  difeharged. 

Refolved ,  That  Congrefs  approve  the  aftiftance  given  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  to  commodore  Hopkins. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

Congrefs 


/ 


t 


>ty-' 


April,  i  776.  1  5  1 

Co  no- refs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee^  on  the  petition  of  colonel  James  Eafton  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  claims  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  fur- 
prize  and  reduction  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ticonderoga,  having  already 
been  fubmitted  by  Congrefs  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  the  pe¬ 
titioner  be  referred  to  the  faid  committee  of  Albany  for  a  fettle- 
ment  of  his  demand  on  that  account. 

As  from  the  teftimonials  produced  by  the  petitioner  it  appears 
-—that  he  and  his  battalion  behaved  with  great  diligence,  activity, 
and  fpirit  in  the  fuccefsful  enterprize  againft  general  Prefcot,  and 
the  vefiels  and  troops  under  his  command  in  the  river  Sorell,  in 
which  important  fervice  they  were  joined  by  colonel  Bedel  and  a 
part  of  his  regiment — that  to  encourage  the  party  employed  in 
that  important  fervice,  the  late  general  Montgomery  promifed 
them  all  the  public  (lores  which  fhould  be  taken  in  the  veffels  un¬ 
der  general  Prefect’s  command,  excepting  ammunition  and  provi- 
fions ;  and  as  the  petitioner  alledges  that  no  part  of  thoie  (lores 
was  delivered,  nor  any  competition  made  to  the  troops  concerned  in 
the  acquifition  ;  therefore, 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  commanding 
in  Canada,  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  eftimate  all  the  public 
(lores  taken  with  general  Prefcot,  (excepting  ammunition  and  pro- 
vifions)  and  pay  the  value  thereof  among  the  officers  and  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  that  fervice,  in  fuch  proportions  as  the  commiflioners 
(hall  determine. 

As  the  petitioner’s  account  of  monies  received,  and  difburfe- 
ments  made  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  regiment,  on  which  he  claims 
a  ballance,  can,  for  want  of  proper  vouchers  and  information  here, 
only  be  adjufted  in  Canada,  where  the  bufinefs  was  tranfadled  ;  1 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  fettlement  in  fuch  mod4: 
as  the  commiflioners  from  Congrefs  in  that  province  (hall  dire<ft. 
But  as  the  petitioner  is  in  want  of  money, 

Refolvedy  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  him  in  part  of  his 
demand  againft  the  United  Colonies. 

With  regard  to  the  petitioners  requeft  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
may  be  called  refpeefting  the  charge  againft  him  and  major  Brown 
for  plundering  the  effects  of  the  prifohers.  As  brigadier  general 
Arnold  in  his  letter  of  the  id  of  February  laft  alledges,  that  the 
petitioner  and  major  Brown  had  been  publicly  accuied  of  plun¬ 
dering  the  officers  baggage  taken  at  Sorrell,  contrary  to  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  and  to  the  great  fcandal  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  arms;  fot  which  reafon  he  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  it  would  give  great  difguft  to  the  army  in  general,  if  either 
01  them  fhould  be  promoted  until  thefe  matters  were  cleared 
up;  and  as  the  petitioner  aflerts  his  innocence,  declaring  that  he 
neither  plundered,  nor  diredled  nor  was  privy  to  the  plunder  ng 
of  any  prifoner  or  other  perfon  whatever.  Contidering,  therefore, 
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on  one  hand,  the  aggravated  nature  of  this  charge,  which  is  an  im¬ 
pediment  to  the  petitioner’s  promotion,  and  on  the  other,  the  great 
confidence  repofed  in  him  by-  general  Montgomery,  and  the  effen- 
tial  fervice  which  the  petitioner  has  rendered  to  his  country; 

Refolvedy  That  the  commifiioners  from  Congrefs  in  Canada  be 
iniliu6led  to  caufe  inquiry  to  be  made  by  a  court-martial,  or  other- 
wife,  into  the  charge  againft  the  petitioner,  giving  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  his  defence;  and  that  the  proceedings  thereon  be 
tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  in  order  that  juftice  may  be  done  to  the 
petitioner,  if  he  has  been  accufed  without  fufficient  reafon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  April  27,  1776. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  350  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Edy  ;  of  which  250  for  himfelf,  and  lOQ 
for  Ifaiah  Beaudreau,  for  fervices  done. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  from  North-Carolina  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

An  affidavit  refpedfing  the  capture  of  W.  Ginn’s  brig. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Johnfon,  prefident  of  the  convention,  dat¬ 
ed  the  icth  inftant,  incloiing  fundry  rcfolves  of  the  faid  conventi¬ 
on,  and  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  brigadier  general  Moore. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  affidavit  be  delivered  to  the  fee  ret  committee. 
That  the  other  papers  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  pay-mafter  general,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Warren,  whofe  refignation  was  accepted,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

William  Palfrey,  Efq.  was  elected. 

Congrefs  alfo  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  deputy  commiflary 
general,  for  fupplying  the  troops  in  Virginia  with  rations,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

William  Aylet,  Efq.  was  elected. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Read  be  added  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  fupply  the  troops  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  bat¬ 
talion  in  the  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfvlvania  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  April  29,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  being  received,  were  laid  before  Con¬ 
grefs  and  read,  viz. 


A  letter 


) 
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•A  letter  of  the  25th  from  general  Wafhington  inclofing  a  return 
nf  the  army  at  New  York. 

A  letter  from  major  Wrixon,  declining  to  accept  of  the  com- 
million  of  chief  engineer. 

Aietter  from  thecouncil  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  with  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  Alexander  Rofs,  and  fundry  papers  found  in  Ins  pofleffion. 

Refolded ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  and  the  let¬ 
ter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  with  Mr.  Rofs's  papers, 


be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Gold- 

borolieh,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Alio,  a  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Lee,  and  one  from  1  ho- 
mas  Bullet;  and  a  petition  from  Dr.  J.  Potts  were  read,  and  refer¬ 


red  to  the  faid  committee. 

Refolved ,  That  letters  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  general 
Schuyler  and  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  defiring  them 
to  inform  this  Congrefs  whether  the  continental  commillions  fent 
to  them  for  the  officers  of  the  troops  raifedby  Connecticut  the  lalt 
campaign,  were  delivered,  or  offered  to  them,  or  to  any,  and  which 
of  then?,  and  whether  any,  and  which  of  them  refufed,  or  accept¬ 
ed  the  fame  ;  and  particularly  whether  commiffions  were  offered 
to  colonel  Waterbary  and  colonel  Eafton,  and  whether  they  re¬ 
fufed  accepting  them.  1  j  1 

Rcfolved ,  That  captain  Peter  Adams  from  Maryland,  under 
whofe  cuftody  Alexander  Rofs  was  brought  to  Philadelphia  be  dif- 
mifled,  and  that  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  be  committed  to  the  care 
of  the'officer  commanding  the  continental  troops  in  Pennfylvania. 

Revived,  That  a  {landing  committee  be  appointed  for  indian 
affairs  ;  that  it  confift  of  five  :  that  the  eledion  of  the  members 
be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Rcfolved,  That  the  Congrefs  relying  on  the  integrity  and  honour 
of  captain  A.  M‘Gee,  order  that  he  be  permitted  to  go  at  large 
on  giving  his  parole  to  the  committee  of  Weft- Augufta,  not  to  en- 
«-aee  or  be  concerned  in  any  meafure  injurious  to  thefe  colonies,  by 
Simulating  the  indian  nations  to  make  war  againft  them,  or  other- 
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rjphe  committee  of  claims  repoited  that  theie  is  duv_, 

To  Benjamin  Marfiiall,  for  tin  cartouch  boxes,  the  fum  of  465 

dollars: 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq.  for  fubfiflance,  waggonage,  and  fer¬ 
riages  of  the  6th  Pennfylvania  battalion ,  the  fum  of  2736  dollais, 
Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  repoit  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  general  Wafhmgton’s  letter  of  the  19th,  &c.  ;  whereupon, 
Refolved,  That  the  papers  from  fort  Pitt  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  confider  the  Hate  of  indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department. 
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•  i  ^  ^f.  ’  hat  no  traders  ought  to  go  into  the  indian  country 

l  f  ^en,Ce  *rom  ^le  agent  in  the  department:  and  that  care 

n1'!  5°  y  lim  to  prevent  exorbitant  prices  for  goods  being  ex- 
afted  from  the  indians.  h  6 

hjlfif-u’  r.r!iatra1tonJofP°wderbe  Pent  to  Mr.  G.  Morgan,  to 
terSnbU  d  t0  fUC  ‘  "ldlanS  33  hC  <ha11  be  convinced  are  in  our  in- 

Refolved,  That  meafuresbe  immediately  taken  to  procure  goods 
to  Hippy  t  he  Indians  at  the  treaties  ordered  to  be  held  with  them. 
Rcjahed,  1  hat  the  councils  of  MairachufTets  Bay  and  New- 
amp  I  lure,  and  the  governors  of  Connedicut  and  Rhode-Iflasd, 
be  earneftly  requefted  to  take  the  moil  fpeedy  and  effeaual  mea- 
iures  to  colleft  as  much  hard  money  in  their  refpeftive  colonies  as 
pomble,  and  to  fend  the  fame  as  collefted  to  gen.  Schuyler,  and 
draw  upon  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  anfount. 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  further  confideration  of  the  report,  and  the 
feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  poilponed  till  to-morrow, 
to  which  time  Congrefs  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  ^ o,  1776. 

Agreeable  to  order, Congrefs  proceeded  to  theeledlionofa  {land¬ 
ing  committee  for  indian  affairs,  when 

Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Woolcot,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and 
Mr.  Rutledge  were  elected. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due 

To  Matthew  Swan  for  carrying  two  brafs  field  pieces  from  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  to  Williamfburg,  the  fum  of  93.6  dollars,  over  and  befide 
the  fum  of  80  dollars,  paid  him  by  Robert  Erwin,  and  13.3  dol¬ 
lars,  paid  by  the  committee  of  Williamfburg; 

For  houfe  rent,  carriage,  and  other  contingent  expences  of  the 
fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  358.6  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Harper,  quarter  mailer  of  the 
laid  battalion : 

For  provifions  for  captain  Rofs’s  company  fuppliedby  Charles 
Jackfon,  the  fum  of  9. 1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Timothy  Matlack. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the 
committee  of  infpection  and  obfervation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  advice  of  Congrefs,  whether  they  ought 
to  continue  the  cxercife  of  the  power  of  regulating  the  price  of 
goods  in  other  inflances  than  that  of  green  tea,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration,  was  agreed  to;  where¬ 
upon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  ninth  article  of  the  affociation,  which  enjoin¬ 
ed  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  to  fell  goods  and  mer¬ 
chandize  at  the  rates  they  had  refpedtively  been  accuftomed  to  do 
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for  twelve  months  then  laft  pall,  was  in  its  nature  a  temporary  re7 
o-ulation  refpe&ing  the  goods  then  on  hand;  but  as  thofe  goods 
are  nearly  confumed,  and  a  farther  fupply  mull  be  obtained  at  an 
extraordinary  rifque  and  expence,  and  it  is  reafonable  that  adven¬ 
turers  fhould  be  encouraged  by  a  profpedl  of  gain  adequate  to  the 
danger,  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  importation,  and  a  free  trade 
being  now  opened  from  the  United  Colonies  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  except  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

Refolved ,  That  the  power  of  committees  of  infpedlion  and  obfer- 
vation  to  regulate  the  prices  of  goods,  in  other  inflances  than  the 
article  of  green  tea,  ought  to  ceafe. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
o-en.  Wafhington’s  letter  of  the  24th  of  March;  whereupon, 

&  Refolved ,  That  the  veffcls  which  were  left  in  the  docks  and  har¬ 
bour  at  Bofton,  by  the  enemy,  and  which  different  perfons  claim 
as  their  property,  ought  to  be  refloved  to  their  former  owners, 
being  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  on  their  making  proof  of  their 
title,  unlefs  the  faid  oarties  fo  claiming,  fhall  have  been  voluntari¬ 
ly  a&ive  againfl  the*  rights  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  affording 
aid  and  affiflance  to  the  Britifh  fleet  and  army ;  and  that  it  be  re¬ 
commended  to  the  government  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  to  appoint 
corfimiffioners  to  hear  fuch  claims/  and  determine  on  the  fufficiency 
of  the  proof  thereof: 

Provided,  That  any  perfon  apprehending  himfelf  or  herfelf  to 
be  aggrieved  by  the  adjudication  of  the  commiffioners  may  appeal 
from  their  fentence  to  Congrefs,  fuch  appeal  being  demanded  and 
lodged  with  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  within  the  times  limited, 
and  the  appellant  giving  fecurity,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  in  the 
cafe  of  an  appeal  from  the  fentence  of  a  court  appointed  for  hearing 
maritime  caufes. 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confederation  of  the  report  be  poll- 
poned.  * 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  George  Evans  who  has  contracted  to  fupply  the 
Delaware  battalions  with  rations,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  delegates  for  New-  Jerfey  having  laid  before  Congrefs  a  num¬ 
ber  of  bills  counterfeited  to  imitate  the  continental  bills  of  credit; 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  fix  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
this  matter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingflon,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Thurfday. 

Thursday,  May  2,  177 6. 

Sundry  letters  being  received  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz.  One  of  the  2 2d  of  April  from  the  committee  of  fe- 

crefy, 
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crefy,  war,  and  intelligence  of  North-Carolina,  with  a  lift  of  pri- 
foners  fent  to  Philadelphia.  1 

One  of  the  30th  of  April  from  general  Walhington,  inclofin-r 
a  memorial  from  governor  Cooke.  And  ° 

xt°^  0 '  1|1C  lanle  month  from  the  committee  of  fafe- 

ty  of  New-York. 


Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Walhington  with  the 
memorial  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  commitee  appointed  to  take 
into  connderation  the  ftate  of  tlie  eaftern  colonies. 

-  RcJ?hcd:  Lhat  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  defin¬ 
es  him,  m  ca.e  major  Douglafs  declines  to  take  the  command  of 
the  vehels  on  the  lakes,  to  appoint  captain  Wyncoop  to  that  com¬ 
mand,  and  inform  Congrefs  thereof  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

.hejched,  1  hat  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commilfary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
i  enni)  Ivania  battalions,  lie  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  1  ft  from  Henry  Fiiher  of  Lewis-town,  di reeled 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfyl vania,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grels  and  read,  whereupon 

Refused)  t  hat  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  batta- 
lion,  be  direfted  to  ftatlon  thirty-five  men  with  an  officer  at  the 
fctlie  cape  till  farther  orders. 

Rcfolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fend  200  lb. 
or  powJei,  and  200  lb.  oi  lead  to  Lewis-town  for  the  life  of  the 
companies  ftationed  there. 


The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  William  Curry  for  account  of  medicine  and  attendance 
for  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars. 

Ordered ,  that  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  laid  before 
Congrels  by  the  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congvefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  general  Wafhington’s  letter  of  the  24th  of  Marcli  laft,  and 
after  debate, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommitted  ;  and  as  the  members  of  the 
former  committee  aie  abfent,  that  a  new  committee  be  appointed. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  W.  Liviimfton,  and 
Mr :  W.  Rutledge. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  that  branch  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  fafety  of  Delaware  government  rdiding  in  Kent  county  to 
furnifh  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  with  as 
many  of  the  public  arms  of  that  county  as  may  be  fufficient  for 
arming  the  companies  of  the  faid  battalion  flationed  at  Lewis- 
town  to  be  ufed  by  them,  till  otherwife  ordered  by  the  faid  branch 
of  the  council  of  fafety. 


The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

♦ 

Friday,  May  3,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  David  Williams  for  waggon  hire  the  fum  of  1  12  dollars. 
Ordered ,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  fend  two 

hundred  pounds  of  Peruvian  bark  to  the  commanding  officer  in 

Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  in  the  iouthern  de- 
o 

^"petition  from  Peter  Simon  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  J. 

Adams.  r  ,,  u 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  iell  to  men- 

drick  Vanbrune  and  Thomas  Littel  300  lb.  of  powder  for  the  ufe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townfnip  of  Shrewfbury  to  enable  them  to 

defend  their  fea  coaft.  .  . 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  tbe  committee 

on  the  letter  from  brigadier  lord  Stirling  dated  the  iSth  of  March 

lad,  which  was  agreed  to,  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  appointment  of  lieutenant-colonel  Ogden  of 
the  firft  battalion  of  New-Jerfey  was  made  upon  good  grounds, 
the  Congrefs  having  referved  and  frequently  exercifed  the  right  of 

promoting  men  of  diftinguiffied  merit : 

That  the  commiffary  Mr.  Lowry  be  direded  to  fupply  fuch  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  faid  battalion,  as  defire  it,  with  uniforms,  the 
coft  to  be  deduded  from  their  pay  : 

That  as  the  army  is  now  removed  from  Cambridge  to  New- 
York,  the  confideration  of  railing  a  regiment  of  artillery  for  the 
fervice  in  that  city,  as  applied  for  in  the  faid  letter,  be  poftponed 
till  further  advice  may  be  received  from  general  Waffiington,  or 
the  commanding  officer  there. 

A  petition  from  captain  Ofwald  Eve  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Ser¬ 
geant.  *  • 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  colonel  John  Haflet  for  the  ufe  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  battalion  under  his  command,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  fend  300  lb. 
of  powder  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  lead  to  Lewis-town, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  trooos  Rationed  there. 
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lrtto  ^iheofMaThMftthe  rep°n  °n  gener?J  Wafti"gton’5 
report,  which  was  retd  ^  ^  reComrmtted>  brouSht  m  thei, 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feverai  matters  to  this  dav  u  •  /i 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  Irrtw  § 

Saturday,  May  4,  I776, 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

OM  )  TaRV,d  W  the  fum  °f  97-4  dollars. 
rdered, ,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

was  read rwhLetpo^  ^  C0'0nel  Hand  °f  the  riffle  battaIioB 

furJf  irivJu^of "  °irder,  u  4°°°  dol,ars  be  drawn  °n  the  trea- 
tXaLrab.e  COl°nel  Hand  f°rtheufeofh-  “ion,  he 

^h  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Hand  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 

tmgthoTemberS  Ch°fen  ^  Read’Mr‘  SerSeant>  and  Mr.  Hun- 

Ihe  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  2qth 
°p0^pn’  fr°mt  le  Committee  of  fafety  of  New- York,  theL- 

Refoked ,  That  a  major  be  appointed  for  the  fir  ft  New- York 
battah on  in  the  room  of  major  Benedift,  who  has  refigned : 

X  he  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Barnabas  Tuthill,  Efq;  was  ele&ed. 

.  Sundry  letters  juft  received  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read 

viz  One  of  the  10th  of  April  from  brigadier  general  Woofter  at 
Holland- Houfe  before  Quebec.  1 

One  of  the  28th  of  faid  month  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  fort 
George,  inclohngthe  examination  of  Michael  Ryan 

.  °"e  °f  tbe  27th  of  the  fame  month  from  governor  Trumbull 
mclofing  a  letter  from  N.  Shaw,  jun.  with  a  lift  of  the  cannon  left 
at  New  London. 

Ordered  That  the  marine  committee  lay  on  the  table  on  Mon- 
ay  next  the  inftruftions  given  by  the  naval  committee  to  commo- 
core  .riopkins  upon  his  leaving  this  port. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  general 
Washington’s  letter  of  the  24th  of  March,  whereupon 

Refohed That  all  the  cannon  and  other /lores  in  Bottom  which 
were  originally  purchafed  and  provided  by  and  at  the  expence  of 
the  colonies  of  Mattachufetts  Bay  and  New  Hamp/hire  be  confi- 
dered  as  belonging  to  the  colony,  that  fo  purchafed  and  provided 
them;  and  that  all  the  other  cannon  left  in  the  colony  of  Matta- 
chufetts  Lay  by  the  Bntifn  forces  beprefented  to  the  faid  colony. 

The 
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The  farther  confideration  of  the  report,  at  the  requeft  of  a 
colony  was  poflponed  till  Monday  next. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  general  Wafhington’s  letter  of  4th  of  April,  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  militia 
lately  called  to  Cambridge  commence  on  the  day  of  their  march, 
and  ceafe  on  that  of  their  return. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 

•  / 

on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  6,  1776. 

-*■  1 

Advice  being  received  that  captain  Young,  who  was  fitted  out 
at  the  expence  of  the  continent  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Alfop, 
Was  arrived  ; 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  give  proper 
orders  for  landing,  fecuring  and  bring  to  Philadelphia  the  cargo 
imported  by  captain  Young. 

A  memorial  of  captain  Herman  Allen  was  prefented  to  Con¬ 
grefs  and  read, 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  general 
Wafhington’s  letter  of  the  24th  of  March,  and  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  refolution. : 

Whereas  general  Wafhington  has  requeued  directions  concern¬ 
ing  the  conduct  that  fiiould  be  obferved  towards  commiffioners, 
faid  to  be  coming  from  Great  Britain  to  America, 

Refolved ,  That  General  Wafhington  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
fuppofe,  if  commiffioners  are  intended  to  be  fent  from  Great 
Britain  to  treat  of  peace,  that  the  practice  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  will 
be  obferved  by  making  previous  application  for  the  neceffary  pafs- 
ports  or  fafe  conduct,  and  on  fuch  application  being  made,  Con¬ 
grefs  will  then  direct  the  proper  meafures  for  the  reception  of  fuch 
commiffioners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  refolution,  whercbr 
perfons  refident  or  having  property  in  America,  who  affift  any  of 
the  enemies  of  thefe  United  Colonies  in  the  captures  of  veffels  or 
goods,  may  be  made  liable  to  make  good  the  damage  to  the  fuf- 
ferers,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  April  from  general  Lee  was  read. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  confideration  the  Hate  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
after  feme  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  con¬ 
fideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  had  thereupon  come  to 

fundry 


poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock 
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fundry  rcfolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report  when  the  houfe 
fhould  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

0/  dered,  1  hat  t lie  report  be  now  delivered  in. 

1  he  i  epor  t  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  being1  read,  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows  : 

Refolved ,  That  ten  millions  of  dollars  be  raifed  for  the  purpofe 
of  carrying  on  the  war  for  the  current  year: 

That  die  indian  goods  faid  to  be  at  fort  Pitt,  be  purchafed  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

I  hat  Indian  goods  to  the  value  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  pur¬ 
chafed  at  Montreal,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

1  hat  treaties  be  held  with  the  indians  in  the  different  depart¬ 
ments,  as  foon  as  pra&icable,  and  that  the  fum  often  thoufand 
dollars  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  to  the  commifiioners  of  each  re- 
fpedfive  department,  for  prefents  to  the  indians  and  the  expences 
of  fuch  treaties. 

Mr.  Harrifon  farther  reported  that  the  committee  defired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again  •  whereupon,  •* 

Refolved,  I  fat  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  A- 
merica. 

Rcfolveu ,  1  hat  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  devife  wavs 
and  means  for  railing  the  ten  millions  of  dollars; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.1  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Refolved ,  That  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  Virginia 
be  impowered  to  appoint  furgeons  to  the  battalions  raifed  in  the 
faid  colony  for  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  John  Taylor  be  appointed  judge  advocate  to  the 
continental  troops  in  the  colony  of  Virginia. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  7.  1776. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz. 

One  of  the  5th  of  April  frofn  general  Wafhington. 

One  of  the  14th  from  John  G.  Frazer,  inclofing  a  lift  of  the 
vefTcls,  cannon,  and  ordinance-ftores  left  by  the  enemy  at  Boflon. 

One  from  fundry  prifoners  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  dated 
2  t  ft  March. 

One  from  L.  F.  of  St.  Euftatia,  dated  5th  of  April. 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  P.  Moore,  and  John  Patton,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  Whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  diredted  to  fell  to  the 

petitioners 
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petitioners  fix  hundred  lb.  of  powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  prlva- 

they  are  fitting  out*  #  r 

Refohed ,  That  one  hundred  dollars  be  paid  by  the  treafurers  to 

M.  Giafon,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  upon  his  giving  a  bill  upon  his 
friend  at  Montreal  for  the  like  fum,  payable  on  demand. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  papers  laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolma: 
Whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  another  battalion  raifed  in  North-Carolma,  in 
addition  to  the  five  battalions  already  ordered  for  the  defence  of 
that  colony,  betaken  into  the  pay  and  fervice  of  the  United  Colo- 

nies  i 

That  a  deputy  quarter  mailer  general  be  appointed  for  the 
fouthern  department,  to  be  employed  in  North-Carolma : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  procure  and  foiwaid 
twelve  field-pieces  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  North-Carohna  : 
That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  three  tons  o 

gun«powder  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony  : 

That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  dire&ed  to  purehale 
and  forward  to  North-Carolina,  a  cheft  of  medicines  and  inftru- 
ments,  equal  in  value  to  one  of  thofe  furnifhed  for  the  Pennfylva- 
nia  battalions,  for  each  of  the  fix  battalions  raifed  in  the  colony  of 
North-Carolina. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  quaitei  malter 
general  for  the  fouthern  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Nicholas  Long,  Efq;  was  ele&ed. 

Refohed,  That  Nicholas  Long,  Efq;  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel 
in  the  continental  army. 

The  convention  of  North-Carolina  having  recommended  fundry 
o'entlemen  for  field  officers  of  the  fix  battalions  raifed  in  that  colo¬ 
ny,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  a  choice,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  : 

Francis  Naffi,  Efq;  colonel, 

Thomas  Clarke,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel,  C  of  the  ift  battalion. 
William  Davis,  Efq;  major,  j 

Alexander  Martin,  Efq;  colonel,  T 

John  Patton,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel  C  of  the  2d  battalion. 
John  White,  Efq;  major  J 

Jethro  Sumner,  Eiq;  colonel  ) 

William  Aillon,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel  >  of  the  3d  battalion. 

Samuel  Lockart,  Efq;  major  J 

Thomas  Polk,  Efq;  colonel  T 

James  Thackfton,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel^-  of  the  4th battalion. 

William  Davidfon,  Efq;  major  j 

Edward  Bancombe,  Efq;  colonel  T 

Henry  Irwin,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel  C  of  the  5th  battalion. 

Levi  Dawfon,  Efq;  major  J 

Vol.  II.  X  Alexander 
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AlexaHder  Lillihgtan,  Efq;  colonel  ~) 

cir  l,s 

be  referred*  to^th 1  ^  receive^  ye^erday  from  general  Lee, 

i*33*  "  “hon  were  ,rft™d  L  - 

JT:tlks  ct,rt‘ “Lstt  t  p"tfe 

of  MatTachufetta  Da,  „«I  ConnefliSj 
to  a  111  it  in  procuring  the  faid  llockiWs.  q  clt  them 

^^irwhe^r™0"31  from  the  com- 

dore^lns  «  New 

t^6  ofPhd  °Hn’l  Td  fll!Ce,  Carned  to  NewP°rt»  bf  brought  to  the  ci- 
>  Philadelphia,  and  delivered  to  the  committee  "of  fafetv  of 

ennfylvania  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  faid  city  to  re 
mam  there  during  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs.  7’  !°  ” 

William  Peachy,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  fifth  Virginia  battalion 
having  refigned,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  cleft  a  gentleman  to  W 
ply  h.s  place ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  b  P 

Charles  Scott,  Efq;  was  elefted  :  and 

Alexander  Spotfwood  was  elefted  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fe- 

Refilved,  f bat  Rich  of  the  iron  cannon,  as  were  brought  from 
1  iconderoga  to  Bofton  and  have  not  been  removed  byS  genera 
Waihipgton,  be  lent  for  the  defence  of  the  town  and  harbour  of 
Lofton  to  remain  there  during  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs. 
no  feveral  inatten  to  this  day  referred  being  poitponed, 
iujournec  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  8,  1776. 

3,lle“.™mitteDc  of]  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 
o  William  Brady  for  thirty  days  waggonage  in  conveyfnp- 
c  ptam  S  evenfon.  baggage  from  Virginia®*  Rebury,  the  2 

M‘Phcrfon ';S  ’  ^  ^  ^  &me  OUSht  t0  be  Paid  to  Daniel 

To  James  M‘Donnel  for  waggonage  in  conveying  baggage  be- 

to  captain  1  albot’s  company  of  the  fixth"  Pennfylvania 
battalion  to  New- York,  the  fum  of  I  , y.g  dollars  :  7 

Ju/cred ,  1  hat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid 

from  WinTa^p'lf,  5t'“  fV°m  «Cneral  WfinS^,  one  of  the  4th 
m  y\  i J  iam  alfrcy  pay  matter  general,  and  one  of  the  2d  from 

“SXS  te,a  Prf°nfr’  Tre  Iaid  hefore  Congrefs  and  read. 

'  /  hat  t,ley  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five 

1  he  members  chofen Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Rodney, 
1^.1.  ic.  II.  Lee,  and  JVlr.  Whipple. 
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.  .  .  f,nm  captain  Gideon  Warren,  and  a  letter  from  Jo- 

,e„t  Cdi  c »f  <*  commtw  of  N„ 

p“  we-e  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

%XTjJel  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  who  are 

direifted  to  hear  the  perfons  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter ,  an.  repo 

Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  H.rrifon,  Mr.  Hew, 

Mr.  Lvnch,  and  Mr.  Alexander.  .  , 

The  inftru&ions  given  by  the  naval  committee  to  commodoic 

Hopkins  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  _  , 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  /even,  and 
that  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  faid  committee  to  inquire  how  ta 
commodore  Hopkins  has  complied  with  the  faid  imtrnctions,  and 
if  upon  inquiry  they  (hall  find  that  he  has  departed  therefrom,  to 
tS*  into  the  occafion  thereof;  alfo  to  inquire  into  the Huation 
of  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Providence  ■ 

ther  officer  brought  from  thence,  and  report  what  in  their  opinio 

is  proper  to  De  done  with  them  •  _  •  rr  „  j 

That  the  faid  committee  have  power  to  fend  for  witness  an, 

PaThe*  members  chofen  Mr.  Harrifon,,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  M.r 
M* Kean ,  Mr,  Duane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mi. 

^information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  Kirkland  a  pnfoner 

has  broken  goal  and'made  his  efcape  : 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 

and  means  to  have  him  retaken  :  ,  M  n 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Ger- 


Refolved ,  That  whenever  it  {hall  appear  to  this  Congrefs  that  a- 
By  officer  or  officers  bearing  continental  commiffions  Ihall  have 

departed  from  orders,  an  enquiry  Ihall  be  made. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  lell  to  Aaron 
Biddle  and  John  Helm,  75  lb  of  powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Upper  Pennfneck  in  New-Jerfey.  . f  . 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the 
colonies;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prehdent  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having 
come  to  any  refolutions  thereon,  deiired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 

fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  .whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  theie 
colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

rh  Thursday 
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a  1  ,  Thursday,  May  9,  1776. 

J  C0,0"d 
will  “bC"  ****  »***  Mr.  s.  Ar„.r.„d  Mr. 

condoafor  Mr.,  Bdltw, 
t>7  to  her  relations  in  Marblehead 7°°  ’  ^  ^  ‘  'r°Ush  the  coun" 

L"/AThR.  Mobrris!ferred  i0r  COnfideration  t0  Mr-  R-  H. 

t!'?1??!1’”?  report  t!,at  thereis  due> 

Jars  ,W  Bedf0rd>  ^  cartouch  ftraps,  the  fum  of  ,93.3  dol- 

*"  0— <■  *-  g<- 

TJ  67^I  r  iat  the  faid  acc°unts  be  paid. 

°vh'  r‘“lon  and 

committee  on  the  treasury  reierred  to  the 

ia  *  ™  &z  sr«te: 

Rcfrdvcd ,  riiat  the  faid  fdenrv  Bpnnmnnf  t. 
with  his  wife  and  family  at  Elizabeth  to  •  C  Permitted  to  '"elide 

Jerfey ,  he  giving  to  the^omn  "t ee ofb£  a^nand^  ^ 

'"V;aiJ . ™"S . *  .»*  i"  «le 

I  he  committee  anno  nted  to  y  '-ungreis. 

ten  millions  of  dollars  forthe  fervice  of  the  current  “b^u'Sf 
thetr  report  winch  was  read  and  confidered,  whereupon  £ 
xefolved ,  J  hat  five  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  nf 
,„r,  of  .„o  ,o„  voted  for  „,e 

That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the  redemption 
of  the  aid  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  fuch  periods  and  in  fuch  man 
%7  Proportions  as  Congrefs  /hall  hereafter  direft  and  appoint 

tJl‘r°  'JCd'  r  ‘at  ",  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendants  of  dm  trea 
,  *  confider  of  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying-  into  effcU  t> 

ic  ore  mentioned  resolution,  for  emitting  five  millions  of  dollars  in 
bills  of  credit  towards  the  fervice  of  the  current  year 

timv  r.™  pi™ . 5“ **»"* ,h“  tlley  ”°*  “ 
Refolved f  1  hat  they  have  leave  to  fit  an-ain. 

/  O 

Captain 


May,  177  6. 


CaDta;n  Budden  having  been  taken  by  the  Liverpool  man  of  war 
and  permitted  on  bis  parole  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to 
procure  a  prifoner  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  him ; 

*  Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confiaer 

the  propriety  of  exchanging  feamen  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr. 

Huntingdon. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  ltieir  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  coniideration  the  date  of  the 
United  Colonies;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  IVlr.  fdarrifon  repoited,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  coniideration  the  matter  leferied  to  them,  and 
have  come  to  a  refolution  thereon,  which  he  read  and  deliveied  in. 

The  refolution  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  again  read, 
and  the  determination  thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony,  wao 


poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  application  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Bel- 
lew  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  conii¬ 
deration,  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  a  paffport  be  granted  to  Mrs.  Bellew  to  come  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  under  efcort  of  a  continental  officer,  and 
that  ihe  may  refide  fafely  and  unmolefted  in  the  faid  city,  until  her 
friends  in  New-England  come  to  efcort  her  to  Marblehead,  when 
a  fafe  conduit  fhall  alfo  be  granted  to  her  for  that  journey,  and 
for  her  reiidence  there  during  her  pleafure. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the 
3d  from  Thomas  Cuihing,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of 
the  eaftern  colonies. 

A  letter  from  Monf.  Docaifor  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  coniideration  of  gene¬ 
ral  Wafhington’s  letter  of  the  5th  and  the  papers  inclofed,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coniideration,  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  pafled  the  iirft  day  of 
April  laft,  eftablilhing  the  mode  of  fettling  the  public  accounts  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  general  : 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  pafted  the  17th  of  January  laft, 
allowing  one  dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  to  the  officers,  in  lieu 
of  expences  for  inlifting  each  foldier,  being  a  general  regulation, 
extends  to  the  troops  raifed  in  the  eaftern  department;  and  that  the 
general  be  dire&ed  to  make  that  allowance  for  all  the  troops  inlift- 

ed  fince  the  time  of  paffing  the  faid  relolution  : 

•  °  '  That, 


\ 
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opc^  between  Th^  rec0mn^e"d^  by  general  Walhington  to  be 
the  province  Jca  n\ A  n^N^bury  on  Connecticut  river  and 

troops  employed  '  W*  facilltate  the  march  and  return  of  the 

fpedting  the  faid  road :  1  th  P  he  has  formed«  re- 

A  hat  ten  tons  of  gun  powder  be  fent  to  New- York  • 

of£ri^  forthe  ufc 

,r”p"  “d  ,h' 

po“i  “f  p”S  ‘  h*,Lh,,*"°  “d  »sh*  “ 

cord  in  o*  fn  +J5-  •  ^  °®cers  ln  the  continental  fervice  ac- 

take  nhr  1L11  meilt;  an<^  t^lat  no  Prornotion  or  fucceflion  fhall 
tal  commiffioPn°.n  ^  mCY’  the  authoriD  of  a  continen- 

from° the6 committed ofYhe^holAand  thcT  ref°lution  r,ep0rted 

follows :  1  ’  d  th  fame  was  agreed  to,  as 

Refolded,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  refpeftive  affemhlies 

S  •°?7n:rS  °f  ^  Um'ted  Co,onies>  -here  no 

ctent  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  eftab 

idled,  to  adopt  fuch  government  as  fhall  in  the  opinion  of  the  re 

prefentatives  of  the  people  belt  conduce  to  the  happinefs  and  fafetv 

of  their  con ibtnents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general.  * 

RtjoUd  I  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
preamble  to  the  foregoing  refolution  prepare  a 

R.  H.eLeemb6rS  Ch°fen  ^  J‘  AtkmS*  Mr’  R>^dge,  and  Mr. 

Refilved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  colonel 
David  Potter,  and  captain  Daniel  Malkell,  200  lb.  of  powder 

and  .000  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown 
Cumberland  county  in  New-Jerfcy.  6  * 

•,,A,IC  C°mmi“te  to  vv,10m  were  referred  the  letter  from  o-eneral 
\\  adnngton  of  the  25  th  and  26th  of  April,  the  cafe  of  Alexander 

v^as  read  “  e“er  <>m  SCneral  Lcc’  br0l,Sht  in  3  report  which 

.1  pbc  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confederation  the  ftate  of 
t  >e  eadern  colonies,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read. 

.  C°ng refs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  conflagration  tlie  Hate  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H  ir- 
nion  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  had  time  to  iinilh  their  in- 
fjuines,  dcfired  him  to  move  fer  leave  to  lit  again. 

Rcfolvcdj 
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Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  lecret  correipondence  be  direc¬ 
ted  to  lay  their  proceedings  before  Congrefs  on  Monday  next, 
withholding  the  names  of  the  perfons  they  have  employed,  or  with 
whom  they  have  correfponded. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  exchang¬ 
ing  feamen,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion,  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  lieutenant  Ball  of  the  Roebuck,  and  the  three 
feamen  that  were  taken  with  him,  and  are  now  prifoners  in  the 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  be  exchanged  for  captain  Budden  and 
his  fon,  Seth  Davis,  and  Samuel  Conyers  : 

That  fix  of  the  feamen  now  prifoners  in  Philadelphia  to  be  nam¬ 
ed  by  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  may  be  given  in 
exchange  for  the  following  perfons,  viz.  Mr.  Lightbody,  James 

Hage,^ - —  Fortefcue,  a  pilot  boy;  William  Martin,  Jacob 

Wilfon,  and  John  Durry: 

That  the  faid  exchange  of  prifoners  be  conducted  by  fuch  pro¬ 
per  perfons  as  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  may  appoint 
for  that  pnrpofe. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Ab.  Li- 
vingfton,  offering  to  cancel  the  contract  he  had  made  with  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  convention  of  New-York,  for  fupplying  the  forces  in 
that  colony  with  provifions,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Ab.  Livingflon  in  voluntarily  refigning  a 
contrail  which  might  have  been  fo  profitable  to  him,  has  exhibit¬ 
ed  an  example  of  public  fpirit,  and  Congrefs  accept  the  refignation 
of  h  is  contrail. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  retaking  Mofes  Kirkland,  be  impowered  to  fend  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  fouthward,  and  defire  the  committees  or  councils  of 
fafety  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
have  him, apprehended,  and  that  they  offer  a  reward  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  hundred  already  offered  for  appre¬ 
hending  and  fecuring  the  faid  Mofes  Kirkland. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  goaler,  who  had 
the  charge  and  cuffody  of  Mofes  Kirkland,  and  if  they  find  him 
culpable,  that  they  have  him  removed. 

Refolved That  George  Morgan,  Efq;  agent  under  the  commif- 
iloners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  be  diredled  to 
purchafe  the  indian  goods  faid  to  be  at  Pittfburg  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  cafe  of  Alexander  Rofs,  whereupon  Refolved , 
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LnCmentf’  That  the  faid  A,exander  Rofs  be  difcharged  from  con. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

_  Saturday,  May  i  r,  I77g 

...pS;s 

«iSrxh;T" of  ,he  ~ 

Rho£  wtd  t  ^rSd^belt8’  d,Veaed  by  the  of 

battalion  ordered  to  be  railed  ,  N  JRt?  ,.co"tlncntal  Pay;  the 
were  armert  ,T„  Vv  a  f e  November  laft,  from  the  time  they 

to  be  ™  5  tZ  t  ?  f°r  dUty’  3nd  th£  °ne  fi«*  ordered 

cl  oat  bed  mid  fi^for  StY/lT^  Y  be  ™ed> 

appointed  thev  I,  t  ,  th.at  lf  they  be  not  fo  armed  and 

be  armed  and  muftered T  COntlner‘tal  Pay  a*  foon  as  they  lhall 

iffi.  T.iS:  c0r™:ifr  ">»" b'  «<*»«• » ■ »»- 

rea3^t’..That  ft;mdin§  committee  for  indian  affairs  be  di- 

of  the  Ah  f  TuUreS  f°r  carr>',n.?  into  execution  the  refolution 
.  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  in  the  different 

dcr.di tmeiKs  as  foon  as  practicable. 

That  the  20th  of  July  be  fixed  on  for  holding  a  treaty  at  Pittf 
burg  with  the  Indians  in  the  middle  department  •  and  that  the 
itanding  committee  bediredted  to  inform  the  agent,  and  defire  him 
to  notify  the  Indians,  and  invite  them  to  attend  at  the  time  and 

p  .ice  mentioned  ;  and  alfo  that  the  faid  committee  inform  the  com- 
mifiloners  and  defire  them  to  attend. 

•  yC/°lveJ\  J?lat  J°,ln  Harvey  be  appointed  a  commiffioner  for 
Indian  affairs  m  the  middle  department. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  board  of  officers  in  Philadelphia,  and 
a  petition  from  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  affociation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  were  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Mongrels. 

/V  memorial  from  Caunier  de  la  Berthaudure  was  prefented  to 
Congrcfs  and  read  :  1  u 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RcfrAvcd,  1  hat  two  felts  of  trepanning  inftruments  be  fent  to 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  furgeons  of  the  continental  troops  there  - 
and  that  two  fetts  of  trepanning  inftruments,  and  100  lb.  of  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  be  fent  to  North-Carolina,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
Hoops  in  that  colony. 
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Cone-refs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the 
colonies  in  the  eaftern  department,  and  the  refolves  of  the  officers, 
and  petition  of  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  affociation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  report¬ 
ed,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matters  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  refolution  thereupon,  but  not 
having  time  to  hniffi,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs  being  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Refolved ,  That  Congrefs  wall  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  Hate  of  the  colonies  in  the  eaftern  depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  refolves  of  the  officers,  and  petition  of  the  privates 
of  the  military  affociation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  500  lb. 
of  powder  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware  government,  for 
the  ufe  of  their  militia. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

On  account  rendered  by  the  committee  for  the  upper  diftridl  of 
Frederick  county  in  Virginia,  of  the  expences  incurred  by  captain 
John  Nelfon’s  company  of  riffle  men,  the  fum  of  1415,4  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Michael  Fackler,  and  that 
the  faid  company  ought  to  be  charged  with  the  fum  of  1016  dol¬ 
lars,  the  amount  of  rifles  and  goods,  &c.  furnifhtd  for  their  ufe, 
the  remainder  being  for  provifions  and  waggonage  to  be  charged  to 
the  continent : 

To  Andrew  M‘Nair  for  attendance  and  for  candles,  & c.  the 
fum  of  1819  dollars  in  full  of  his  account  to  the  30th  of  April  laft: 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon  mailer  for  five  teams  that  went  to 
Canada,  a  ballance  of  699.6  dollars  : 

To  Walter  Drummond,  for  nurfing  feveral  perfons  belonging  to 
captain  Benezets  company,  the  fum  of  27  dollars: 

To  George  London,  for  34  days  waggonage  for  the  6th  batta¬ 
lion,  the  fum  of  117*5  dollars  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  13,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafhington  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifications. 

Sundry  petitions  were  prefcnted  to  Congrefs  and  read,  viz.  One 
from  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  and  one  from  Benjamin,  Samuel,  and 
Vol.  II.  Y  Edward 
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tfie  helkh  oTll’r  'if' C ,Cert,lficat®  from  three  phyfkians  receding 
t..|.  o  •  .  ‘  ■  Chuich;  alfo  one  from  John  Connollv  and 

^,?Tha"h^beedJeid  ioth  ^  ^  Cadwal‘ad- : 

A  |,.tf  ’  /A  ,  Xr  re*eued  ^  Jhe  committee  on  pnfoners. 
c*-tti  the  3d  from  Georo-e  Moro-an  nf  p:ff/L  j 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  fo  the  fand  Ll  S-  WM  ^ 

dian  affairs.  Ending  committee  on  m- 

goff^  T1‘at  MrS'  Conno!I^  have  lca'^  to  vifit  her  hufband  in 

tion  of  Congrcfs  paffed  thelort^^ghu'rrd^uglSt  which  wal 

morrow.^’  That  thC  C°nfldemion  thereof  be  Poftponed  till  to- 

committee  *” of  fa^’^T  Edm"nd  ^ndIeton’  P^fident  of  the 
read  f  y  °fV,rS,ma’  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

1  he  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 
o  .  C  Hamon,  tor  the  expenccs  of  two  gentlemen,  a  private 

76.4  dollars  s  °°  *"  eXPedition  t0  New  York,  the  fum  of 

.  kachel  Stille,  for  boarding  prifoners  now  in  Trenton  and 

including  captain  Chafe's  bill  of  8.5  dollars,  and  a  bill  of  waggon- 
age,  the  fum  of  290.9  dollars  :  ^ 

To  Robert  Erwin  waggon  maker,  for  waggonage  of  powder 
from  Egg  harbour  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  %7  dollars  : 

,.°  I^oenck  Ticking,  for  paper  for  the  continental  bills  of 
credit,  the  fum  of  1 109.3  dollars:  0 

I  o  Gunning  Bedford,  deputy  mufter  maker  general,  for  his 
pay  and  expenccs  to  the  ,7th  April  lak,  the  fum  5  455.6  dollars: 

J i dead ,  i  hat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conf, deration  of  the  refolution  reported 
fiom  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  debate,  the  determina- 

1011  t‘K'reof>  at  requell  of  a  colony,  was  pokponed  till  to- 
morrow.  1 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pokponed. 

Adjoin  ned  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  nth  from  general  Wafhington  inclofing  fundry 
papers  ;  a  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler;  and  a"  letter  of 
the  ptli  (10m  Daniel  Robertfon,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

Kcfolvcd ,  I  hat  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

Ti/r  rirC  m,embtr3  cllofcn  Mr.  W.  Livingkon,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and 
jAii.  J»  Adams.  T'he 
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The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Church, 
now  confined  in  god  in  Norwich,  in  the  colony  of  Conne&icut, 
and  a  petition  from  Benjamin,  Samuel,  and  Edward  Church,  to** 
o-ether  with  a  certificate  from  phyficians  refpedting  the  dangerous 
late  of  the  aforefaid  l)r.  Church,  were  referred,  brought  in  their 
report  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  :  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  be  fent  to  the  colony  of 
Maflachufetts  Bay,  and  that  the  council  of  the  faid  colony  be  re- 
quefted  to  take  a  recognifance  from  him  with  two  good  fureties  in 
fuch  penalty  as  they  fhall  think  fufficient,  not  being  lefs  than  one 
thoufand  pounds  lawful  money,  for  his  appearance  before  fuch 
court  as  {hall  be  ereCted  for  his  trial,  and  at  iuch  time  and  place  as 
fuch  court  (hall  direct,  and  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  fame  j 
and  that  they  be  farther  requefted  to  take  his  parole  not  to  hold  any 
correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  01  at 
any  time  to  depart  out  of  the  faid  colony  without  their  licenfe  ; 
and  that  upon  the  performance  thereof,  the  faid  Dr.  Benjamin 
Church  be  fet  at  liberty. 

The  aflembly  of  Rhode  Ifiand  having  appointed  two  delegates  to 
reprefent  that  colony  in  Congrefs,  the  credentials  of  their  appoint¬ 
ment  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  as  follows  : 

(*Seal)  “  The  governor  and  company  of  the  Englifh  colony  of 
'  Rhode  Ifiand  and  Providence  plantations  in  general  affem- 
bly  convened,  To  Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  Efqrs; 
greeting:  Whereas  this  aflembly  repofing  fpecial  truft  and  confi¬ 
dence  in  your  abilities  and  integrity,  have  appointed  you  the  faid 
Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  delegates;  to  reprefent  this 
colony  in  General  Congrefs,  you  are  therefore  hereby  impowered 
to  join  with  the  delegates  of  the  other  United  Colonies  in  Congrefs 
at  Philadelphia,  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  or  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  faid  colonies.  You  are  alfo  authorifed  and  impow¬ 
ered  to  confult  and  adviie  with  the  delegates  of  the  faid  colonies  in 
Congrefs,  upon  the  moft  proper  meafures  for  promoting  and  con¬ 
firming  the  ftriCfeft  union  and  confederation  between  the  laid  United 
Colonies,  for  exerting  their  whole  flrength  and  force  to  annoy  the 
common  enemy,  and  to  fecure  the  faid  colonies,  their  rights  and 
liberties  both  civil  and  religious,  whether  by  entering  into  treaties 
with  any  prince,  Hate,  or  potentate,  or  by  fuch  other  prudent  and 
effectual  ways  and  means  as  fhall  be  devifed  and  agreed  on  ;  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  delegates  from  the  faid  United  Colonies,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  enter  into  and  adopt  all  fuch  meafures, 
taking  the  greateft  care  to  fecure  to  this  colony  in  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  perfeCt  manner  its  prefent  eftablifiied  form,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  fo  far  as  relates  to  its  internal  police  and 
condudl  of  our  own  affairs  civil  and  religious.  You  are  alfo  in- 

ItruCted 
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Sturt  and  SeSvwa"^  J°r  Carryi'nS  °* 

atui  unftatural  enemfes  in  the^'fl1  We  3,6  enSaSed  aga,nft  cruel 
frail  be  reftored  to  theV.iH  t  V'g?rotls  manner,  until  peace 
fecured  upon  “«*  «£*• 

ed  to  join  with  the  major  part  of  the  dele  Jes  „f  th  f  Tfr"; 
Colonies,  in  adjourning  from  time  to  time  and  to  f  ^  Fn,ted 

places  as  dial]  be  thought  proper  for  and  dun"  one  year  ?aZ  " 

it  may  happen  that  from  huk-n^fo  .1  &  „  ye<dr*  And  as 

you  may  be  abfent  ”  '^  r  °r.  °tberr  necefr>ry  caufes  one  of 

hereby  Js  fully  impowe«dM  g  r  l"  fUC,h  Cafes>  the  °ther  is 

"7r»»!  ;» f«SS“  '*"* bo,h 

.».)  j™:r“V"""bl' 1 «>•=«»"■■»  *.  my  ^ 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  °“I  t0f e the  fixth  day  of  May 
fix.  1  hundred  and  feventy- 

By  his  honours  command,  ’  ^OVERNoR* 

Hit  nr  y  Ward,  Secretary. 

the  sth'Tnd'the  Ltte^  Wa^-ngton  of 

were  referred,  brought  in  their  renort  v  l  3*?6  °f,  the.  2<i’  &c* 
lideration  :  whereupon,  P  ’  wblcb  vvas  taken  into  con- 

the^trl  lionX  mdme  f? n  A  f°r  may  be  bought 
deli  red  to  emnlov  f  u  them>  general  Wa/hingfon  be 

Of  S  “  ;s“  “  h'  t*,h  s-  &>  »; 

gemrrai  Scta^f  dSS  f'  «*. »  m,j.r 

therein  mentioned  to  have  been  I  f  l  the  th!ng*> 

difpofed  of,  and  what  was  the  Vl  F  7  DelaPla«,  were 

u,  *nd  ,'p'm  ,he  — ■ 

!L*  is  r?  «"*";»“>*  itM. 

peaces  of  theiAaintla,!  ’  ^  l°  refu“d  the  «* 

1  r  1 lla.t  tbe  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  co 

lone  Jacob  lord,  jun.  three  tons  of  falt-petre,  to  be  by  him  ma' 
nu fact u red  into  gunpowder  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies 

rUT.rrr  “Iut*  l,a™  ^  ™«f.a Sr  •• 00 

hut  the  laid  committee  be  direded  to  fell  to  Jofeph  Ellis  non 
lb.  of  powder  and  a  quantity  of  iron  ball,  fufficient  for  ooo  V  nf 
powder,  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerlv  :  9  °  ^  °f 

200  lb.  !f  nl  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  colonel  Bird, 

United  Colonies  U>  F°Ve  ^  Ca"n°n  he  is  making  ?or  the 

Rif  Aval,  I  hat  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 

anfethl ;;CoSltCd  t0  Cmpl0y  Pr0IW  P^  to  attend 

I 


% 
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That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  In  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  cannon  committee  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 

committee  of  the  whole:  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  five  battalions  now  in  Mafiachuietts  Bay  be 
recruited  to  their  full  compliments,  and  that  three  additional  batta¬ 
lions  be  raifed  in  the  eaftern  department  for  the  fervice  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  the  recruits  to  be  taken  into  continental  pay,  fo  foon  as  they 
{hall  be  armed  and  muftered. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Lee,  with  fundry  papers  in- 
clofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  a  former  letter  of  general  Lee. 

Martin  Strobach,  lieutenant  of  marines,  on  board  the  Idornet, 
{loop,  finding  the  fervice  by  fea  to  difagree  with  him,  and  appre¬ 
hending  he  can  be  of  more  ufe  in  the  land  fervice,  begs  permifiion 
to  be  difcharged  from  the  prefent  fervice  he  is  engaged  in,  that  he 
may  apply  for  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Pennfylvania  artillery  company, 
where  there  is  a  vacancy,  which  he  is  encouraged  to  make  applica¬ 
tion  for  : 

Refolvedy  That  leave  be  granted  to  difcharge  him. 

Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  eaftern  department,  &c.  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confide¬ 
ration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refo- 
lutions,  but  that  not  having  yet  finifhed,  they  defired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con¬ 
grefs  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolvedy  That  an  additional  major  general  and  brigadier  general 
be  appointed  in  the  continental  army  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order  a  major  general 
forthwith  to  take  the  command  in  the  eaftern  department,  and  alfo 
.that  he  order  a  brigadier  general  on  that  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  the  election  of  the  major  general  and  brigadier 
general  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  re- 
folves  of  the  officers,  and  petition  of  the  committee  of  privates  of 
the  military  affociation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New  Hampfhire 
and  other  papers  from  that  colony  were  referred  :  and  thereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  one  battalion  be  raifed  in  New  Hampfttire  for  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  paid  and  fubfifted  on  the  fame 

terms 
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battalion  ufbe0 taken  ^ troops.  >n  th«  eaftem  department,  the  faid 
armed  and  muttered.  ‘  al  fo  loon  as  thtT  foil  be 

“  f“d  - 

ass  ssar  ki"s  '»*-* 

i 

p-r.  ,  Wednesday,  May  ic,  r776. 

f.redC’5 Jto3  t£ ^coC2tef of  fafjty  be  de- 

to  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  refold  of  Co^ f^f  S0ver"ment 

/r  c,prT  B"'ue"- ,ii1  “  ns' 

tronghl  in  bv  ,ht ISS'Tl''1  ‘'""S1"  of  lhe  P™»< 

common  of  GreS £ tainT^  1  T'^TT  wkh  the 
ed  the  inhabitants  of  Xl ^  United' £  f  «W* 

I-  crown  ,  and  of 

tions  of  the  colonicc  r  c  •  er  10  trie  humble  peti- 

with  Great  Britain  ha-  been  'n  '  PL-  ?ilevance3  and  reconciliation 
force  of  that  k i  om  i  f  l°  be  S'Ven’  but  the  whole 

whereas  it  appears  abfolutely  irreconcilable  to  Lfmand  ITA 
conference  for  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  now  to  take  the  <Lhs 
and  affirmations  neceffiary  for  the  fuoDort  of  an,-  „  , 

the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  neceffiary  lL'the'exercife  of 

2d  11»s°:r und? ""  “  "°m  ,r»“M  7  % 

prellta,  and  all  the  powers  of  government  exerted  under  the 
r.ty  of  the  people  of  the  colonies,  for  the  prefervatinn  of  !  *  ,’ 
pace  mrtno  and  good  order,  «’  J  ^175.00  if  rW 
1,0-,  I, be, tits  and  properties  ago, nil  the  holtile  invafions  and  (  M„i 
depredatnm,  „f  the,,  enemies,  therefore  refolred  See. 

.oth ; bepoSS wi,h  ,ht  "• 

Tf  R:fihcd'  T*™1  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  to  Edward 

T  hursday,  16,  1776. 

The  following  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

One  of  the  i  If  from  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada  • 

One  of  the  loth  from  major  general  Schuyler,  and  one  without 

date  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr. 
otnnger. 


Rejolved \ 
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Re  faked.  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Stringer  to  general  Wafh- 
•  ton  be*  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  medi- 

*  ^  ft 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Refolded,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Waftiington,  re- 
quefting  him  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  as  loon  as  he  can  conveni¬ 
ently,  in  order  to  confult  with  Congrefs  upon  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  neceffary  for  the  carrying  on  the  enfuing  campaign. 

Refolved ,  That  George  Morgan,  Efq;  be  impowered  to  draw 
for  a  fum  not  exceeding  lix  thoufand  dollars  to  pay  for  the  goods 
he  is  ordered  to  purchafe,  and  for  defraying  incidental  charges, 
the  fame  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ten  thoufand  dollars  voted  for  the 
commiffioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Whereas  captain  Richard  Butler,  by  accepting  the  office  of  a- 
gent  in  the  middle  deparment  of  indians,  has  loft  the  opportunity 
of  being  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental  fervice  ; 

Refolved ,  That  Congrefs  will  as  foon  as  poffible  compenfate  for 
that  difappointment  to  him,  by  fome  promotion  in  their  fervice. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major  general  and 
brigadier  general  in  the  continental  army,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  examined  ; 

Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  was  elected  major  general,  and 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Elq;  brigadier  general. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Duane  be  added  to  the  Handing  committee 
for  indian  affairs. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Carfon  and  Jofeph  Donaldfon  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs  and  read:  Whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  the 
petitioners  50  lb.  of  powder. 

Refolved ,  That  two  of  the  additional  battalions  ordered  on  the 
14th  to  be  railed  in  the  eaftern  department,  be  raifed  one  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  Bay,  and  the  other  in  Connecticut : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  affemblies  of  Maflachu- 
fetts  Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  endeavour  to  have  the  battalions  in- 
lifted  for  two  years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  ;  in 
which  cafe  the  men  to  be  allowed  one  months  pay  on  their  dif- 
charge ;  but  if  the  men  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  inlift  for  two 
years,  that  they  be  inlifted  for  one  ;  and  that  they  be  ordered,  as 
foon  as  raifed  and  armed,  to  march  immediately  to  Bofton. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington 
of  the  25th  and  26th  of  April,  and  the  cafe  of  Alexander  Rofs, 
and  the  letter  from  general  Lee  were  referred,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Waftiington  of 
the  11th,  and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  3d,  and 
that  from  captain  Robertfon  of  the  9th,  with  other  papers  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  The 
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ISio^T^  1°  ^h,'S  day  reWd  bein8  poftpon ed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Saturday. 

a  ,  Saturday,  May  18,  1776 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafl-iinn-f  1.1  c 

the  commifiioners  in  Canada  of  the  6th  ^  1 

before  Congrefs  and  read.  ’  8th  and  Ioth’  la>d 

Refolvcd,  T hat  the  committee  to  whom  the  former  letter  from 
the  commiflioners  was  referred  be  augmented  to  th  i  *  ^ 

"?  »•  -"Jitat  •W.fctal*  rcfeJEE  “  'h'  °f 

Mr!  r  irrs,"';  j;r-  r-  Mr- 

T,  ,ee’  Mr‘  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton. 

ral  LeeTlT”1?  7  "  7aS  referred  the  confideration  ofgene- 

th  ir  renor  wWh  6  ^  a“d  7th  of  May,  brought  L 

L  r  ;P  ,  ’rjZh  h  was  a£reed  t0  :  whereupon,  6 

Inn  Mr  ’  ThatSenera!  Lee’s  fcheme  of  fending  through  the  co- 
lony  of  Virginia  to  purchafe  riffles,  be  and  is  approved  : 

i  nat,  as  trie  colony  of  Virginia  is  interfe^prl 
ble  rivers  Ly  IT  \  1  m  d  lh  irUerlttted  with  many  naviga- 

,  ’/‘X  sa!llcs  be  built  for  the  protection  of  the  trooos  in 

their  tranfportation  acrofs  the  faid  rivers,  at  the  rontiSTex- 

pencc  on  as  cheap  terms  as  the  bufinefs  for  which  they  are  intend- 
ed  w.ll  adm.t  of;  that  inch  other  defenceof  the  rivers  and  bays,  as 
•  all  be  requisite  for  the  colony  be  at  the  particular  charge  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof;  And  that  general  Lee  or  the  commanding 
o  ,Ltr  y,rgima  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  as  early  as  poffible  an  ac^ 

rXlmim^  eXPenCC  Whkh  ftaIi  bt  incurred  “wnfcquence  of  this 

That  general  Lee  or  the  commanding  officer  in  Virginia  be  di- 

refted  to  fet  on  foot  the  railing  of  two  companies  of  carpenters  to 
confifl  of houfe  and  fhip  builders:  ^ 

That  general  Lee  be  permitted  to  order  rations  and  forrage  for 
fuch  volunteers  of  horfe  not  exceeding  joo'as  ffiall  think  proper  to 
attend  the  fervice  of  their  country  in  the  continental  army,  agreea¬ 
ble  to  general  Lee’s  requeft  and  propofal:  6 

i  hat  captain  Dohicky  Arundel’s  journey  to  Virginia  be  at  his 
own,  not  continental  expence:  0 

1  hat  the  pay  of  the  deputy  engineers  be  raifed  to  w  dollars  a 
month,  and  that  they  be  allowed  rations  for  themfelves  and  for¬ 
rage  for  their  horfes,  when  in  camp,  or  neceflarily  abfent  on  con- 
tinental  duty  : 

That  a  continental  hofpital  be  eftablilhed  in  Virginia,  and  a  di- 
rector  to  the  fame  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

i  hat  the  fcheme  of  adding  two  fubalterns  and  forty  privates  to 
the  company  of  artillery  be  adopted : 

That  the  ciremn (lances  of  affairs  in  the  middle  and  eaftern  de- 
Pa'pn.7'n  ‘  n°t  admit  of  Mr.  Smith  being  fent  to  general  Lee  : 

.  .  ,  l  uotnas  Bullet,  Efq;  the  deputy  adjutant  general  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  oe  auvanced  to  the  rank  of  colonel ; 


That 
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That  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy’s  defign  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  regiments  already  fent  into  Canada,  it  will  be  inexpedient, 
at  prefent,  to  order  any  of  the  troops  railed  in  -Pennlylvania  or  the 
colonies  eaftward  thereof  to  the  fouthern  department,  nor  can  Con- 
grefs  at  prefent  fupply  fuch  troops  as  are  raifed  in  Virginia  with 
firearms;  but  that  general  Lee’s  application  on  this  lubjeht  be  at¬ 
tended  to  fo  foon  as  an  importation  fufficiently  conliderable  will 
admit  of  his  being  fupplyed  ;  and  that  he  be  allured  Con? refs  will 
co-operate  and  aid  him  with  their  power  to  render  effectual  h*s  lau¬ 
dable  endeavours  to  eftablifh  the  rights  and  liberties  oi  the  good 
people  of  this  continent. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  director  of  the 
hofpital  in  Virginia,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Rickman  was  ele&ed. 

Refolded ,  That  the  holpital  in  Virginia  be  on  the  fame  eftabli la¬ 
ment,  and  the  pay  of  the  officers  thereof  the  lame,  as  the  hofpital 
eftablifhed  in  the  ealtern  department : 

That  two  furgeons,  one  apothecary,  fix  mates,  one  clerk,  one 
itorekeeper,  and  a  nurfe  to  every  ten  lick,  with  labourers  occafion- 
ally  when  neceffary  be  allowed  to  the  holpital  in  Virginia  : 

That  the  director  be  impowered  to  nominate  the  furgeons  and  a- 
pothecary  : 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  furgeons,  and  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  mates  be  diminifhed  as  circumftanees  will  admit,  lor 
which  reafon  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  re¬ 
ceive  pay  for  actual  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Virginia 
to  raife  a  battalion  of  riffle  men,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the  other 
battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  to  be  taken  into  the  pay  ot  the 
continent,  when  armed  and  muttered. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed,  if  the  fervioe 
will  permit,  to  ftation  a  battalion  at  Amboy. 

A  petition  from  Jof.  Trumbull,  commilTary  general,  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  fuperintending 
the  treafury. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  of  the  arrival  of 
one  of  the  veffels  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  and 
that  fhe  has  brought  her  returns  in  caffl  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  give  orders 
for  fending  the  faid  calh  with  all  convenient  difpatch  to  the  com- 
miffioners  in  Canada  : 

That  the  hard  money  in  the  treafury  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  general  Schuyler. 

The  fecret  committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  from  Mr* 
Langdon,  and  the  fame  being  read: 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  fecret  corre- 

Vol.  II.  Z  fpondence. 
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marine  commkte^for’the” '‘1fCOnimittee  be  direded  to  apply  to  the 

fleet;  a„d  that  they  ,j  'h  f  °"C  0r  7°"  °f  the  “ntinenuS 

tflands,  in  order  to  proem  e  if  nIV°  ^  French  Weft  India 
exceeding  10,000  *  poflible,  a  number  of  muikets  not 

reA| petition  from  Uha,  n>  p„fentrf  ^  ^ 

f.iVs  m  thi  middle'1  department' idm  cora^in»,ne|-.  for  Indian  af- 
claim  and  pay  him,  out  of  the  'mi:  °  C  !ret^e°  to  examine  his 

they /ha!]  judge  ju%  due  to  him  7  PUt  IlU°  their  hands>  what 

p4'^'^th:^tto?Coagit  d,rCaCd  n0t  f°  kaVe  PhiladeN 

Ad^jmned't^^n^’clock' on  Monday'^  ^ 

^  Monday,  May  20,  1776. 

from  Georgia  attended^nTproduced  thdrT-TM ^  deIe^ates 
5*Ctid  as  follows  :  L  credentials,  which  were 

««  P-Ionrff/taed'To^^eSthis7  *’  ^  Th* 

Congrefs,  for  the  term  of  nme  months' 7?  7  tbe,  ContlnentaI 
commended,  that  three  nf  t \  1  1  ‘S*  ,  ^e^ve^.  That  it  be  re- 

difputrl,  to  Philadelphia  and  thauhe *  n°  pr°Cecd  ,vith  a,I  poflible 

Tl.eldS,  ,h„  in  cafe  ihmeS  t  £,7S 

wife,  one  or  more  of  the*  u  •  Q  f>y  “cknefs  or  other- 

tent  to  reprefent  this  pro v  f  “t  ™AF{fe”t’  fl’a11  be  compe- 

proceeded  to  ballot  fo/the  eledion  of  d  I  ^  r'”8'  iThe  Congrefs 

the  poll,  it  appeared  thm-  A  i  *i  1  1  ^e§ates>  wben,  on  doling- 
I.y»«  Hall,  ffiS<5lS^t?g  John  Houiloun] 

Jtilp  defled,  nnd  .«  nccordi,’,„i,  dedar'Ji' ,! f‘,  ‘“"’r  Ef,,"!  W"e 

fen,  ,„n  province  i„  tire  Grand  c“  ' ore l  “ 

A  true  L'  fry.  p  T 

A  letter  of  the  loth  from jAN?7°RTHY>  Secretary.” 

S'" 

Cei  tain  refolutions  of  the  convention  nf  o 

mg  the  battalions  raifed  in  ihnt  •  1  ^outh-Carolma,  refped- 
paffed  by  the  general  -ifTemblv  *  fC()  <)ny;alfo  certain  refolutions 

manner  in  oomniS  m Si.Tf?  t 

rccpl  and  treated  la  that  colon,,  ,.id 

JS‘”“  'Cfl,Cai"S  >*  7 

«  l 

We 
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The  members  chofen  Mr.  John  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Flovd  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  were 

^  Gang  refs  then  refoived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  I Tri  ted  Colo¬ 
nies,  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  their  lar¬ 
ger  confideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but,  not  having  come 
to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. . 

Refoived ,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  taive  1  to  their  raithei  confide!  ation 
the  Hate  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Refoived ,  That  Mr.  Rutledge,  at  his  requeft,  be  difeharged 
from  ferving  on  the  marine  committee,  and  that  Mi.  MuddEton  Lc 
a  member  of  the  faid  committee  in  his  flead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  21,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Three  letters  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  18th,  19th,  and 
20th,  incloling  fundry  letters  and  papers  of  intelligence  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  a  copy  of  the  treaties  made  by  his  Britannic  majefly  with 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick  for  4084  of  his  troops  ;  with  the  landgrave 
of  HefFe  Caffe!  for  12000  of  his  troops  ;  and  with  the  count  of  Ha- 
nau  for  6^8  of  his  troops  : 

A  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  copy  of  his  weekly  ac¬ 
count  : 

A  letter  from  John  Langdon  to  general  Wafhington  : 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Auftin,  John  Rowe,  S.  Pattridge,  Sa¬ 
muel.  Da  hi  wood,  and  John  Scolly  of  Bofton  : 

Refoived ,  That  the  faid  letters  and  papers  and  petition  be  refer  - 
red  to  a  committee  of  five  ;  that  the  faid  committee  be  dire&ed  to 
extract  and  publifh  the  treaties  and  fuch  parts  of  the  intelligences  as 
they  think  proper;  alfo  to  confider  of  an  adequate  reward  for  the 
perfon  who  brought  the  intelligence  ;  and  that  they  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  foreign  mercinaries  who  are  coming  to  invade  Ame¬ 
rica  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingflon,  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  refpe£ling  prifoners, 
which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refoived ,  That  all  prifoners  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize., 
be  deemed  prifoners,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  fupreme  executive 
power  in  each  colony  to  which  they  are  brought,  whether  the 
prize  be  taken  by  vefiels  fitted  out  by  the  continent,-  or  by  others  : 

That  fuch  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  but  with 
humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  fame  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fer- 

vice 
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—  —  —  v  •«/  • 

vice  of  the  Uniter!  PoL  •  i 

titemieJves  and  be  allowed'to  d  Ut  u-iT  ^ U° b  38  are  °®cers  hipply 
and  cloathing;  draw  blils  to  Pay  for  their  fubfiftancl 

fam^indulgence  T*'  pri(mers  in  the  land  fervice  be  allowed  the 

in  or  near  any  fea 

be  not  fufiered  to  refide  in  the  fame  places  *  ^  Private& 

35^SK= 6 5 c- 
SS;,;  :^r-:d  b>  ** 

"»  erediTof  'ti,"'ck<)miTO„,f“!’ply  "y  wh»  prifoner,,  on 

,h*  *7*^  prifo"m  “  "»  "«  «f 

r»,ir  ,,:s sxs&sz?.  ™ b'  »"  ** 

r  r0“*WAR OLE  be  „  f.1W» . 

™;t«„  united  °f 

^depart  fronThencefo  l'0nQm'’  “V"  the  ba,'th  ofTgentJeman ‘ 
+1—  -1---  r  *  ™  the  province  of - being 


thf:  P,a«°f  my  deft, -nation  andTefidenVTnTth  ^ - ~  bd"i 

?'K  thereof»  to  remain  during  the  nreft  n  7’  ^  ""tb,'n  fi 
Britain  and  the  faid  Uniter!  P  U  •  ^  nt  war  between  Great 

^id  United 

tee  or  council  of  fafety  of  the  P  vT  i  CCTentlon>  or  commit, 
and  that  I  wi]]  not  dfre&ly  or  ^  order.otherwife  : 

whatfoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  UnitedP  ]  3ny  lnte]%ence 
thing  in  oppoiition  to,  or  in  preiudice  oS  "‘"V  °F  d°  °f  ^  an> 

mgs  of  any  Congrefs  for  the  faid  colonies  dnnnf  fhe  ^ pr°Ceed- 
bles,  or  until  I  am  duly  exrlumo  t  rr  i  &  prefent  trou~ 
my  hand,  this  dav  of  3  °a  d'^'arged-  Given  under 

TUu  f,,)C!fa'd  Pf?le  bC  f‘gned  bX  the  officer^76', 
fan:  “  refuU'  l°  fubfcribe  th<-’  P^ole  be  committed  to  pri. 

ling  the1  ££  ftarv?  thec°ra-  for  viaual- 

Ply  ‘he  prifoners  with  pro*  iftoni  ami  '7'"’  by,e.nnitted  to  fup- 
his  bills  for  fuch  fume:  c  d  her  neceifanes,  and  to  fell 

A.d  ,o  ,2/s  t  dTSToXisS?  w ' 

,h“  *  “"miffioned  officer  be  permiti.d  oL  Zl  ,TP'r77’ 
prifoners  fo  vidua  ler!  «,rwi  r„„  r  i  •  ,  montn  to  viht  the 

and  certify  the  rolls  :  PP  lL  >  Jn  0idci  to  count  their  numbers 

lhat  fuch  of  the  prifoners  as  are  not  fupnlied  hv  M  r  i 
be  furmfhed  with  proviftons  not  exceeding  the  nt  In! -di  7 
privates  m  the  fervice  of  the  continent.  ""  flowed  to 

1  hat 
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™  „  .,e  women  and  children  belonging  to  prifoners be  furniflt- 
cdTvith  fubfitonce,  and  (applied  with  firing  and  other  things  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary ^  for  their  j“PP"rV  j  cont;nental  army  : 

S  th/Sfo^s  be  permitted  to  exercife  their  trades  and  to 
labour  in  order  to  fupport  themfclves  “d for  the  coun- 

1  a  ftrifts  or  towns,  affixed  for  the  refidence  of  pnfoners,  be 

report^o  Aeirrefpeftive  KJET. 

convention  or  committees  or  council  of  fafety  the  proceedmgs  had 

0nSt0aClS0ofSthe  prifoners  in  each  colony  be  made  out  by  the 
ihat  a  litt  ot  t  1  tQwns  or  d;ftrias  where  they  refide, 

End'tranfirdtted  to  the  afl'embly,  convention,  or  council  or  commit¬ 
tee  0f  fafety  of  fuch  colony  refpettively,  who  (hall  lend  a  py 

theTtat*e°fatf Semblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  coun- 
cik  of  fafetv  be  impowered  to  contrail  with  proper  perfons  for  the 
moft  “Sable  terms  for  fupplying  fuch  ot  the  pnfoners,  them 
wives  and  children,  in  their  refpeaive  colony  as  are  not  fupp  ie  J 

M Thaf1  the 'faid  affemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  coun¬ 
cils  of  fafety,  be  authorized  and  requefted  to  take  the  paroles  o 
the  officers!  a’nd  to  caufe  a  ftrid  obfervance  of  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  enlarged,  and  alfo  to  take  efpecial  care  that  none  of  thofe 
confined  by  order  of  the  Congrefs,  be  fuffered  to  efcape  ;  alfo  to 

advance  the  allowance  of  Two  Dollars  a  week  to  each  of  the  officers 

who  cannot  draw  or  fell  their  bills  and  to  draw  for  the  fame  on  the 

P  That  the  faid  affemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of 
of  fafetv  of  the  colonies  refpeitively  in  which  prifoners  are  or 
Jhall  chufe  or  be  appointed  to  refide,  be  impowered  to  remove  Inch 
prifoners  from  place  to  place  within  the  fame  colonies  as  often  as  to 
fuch  affemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  fakty 
Shall  feem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  former  refolutions  of  Con- 

SrThe°commit?ee,  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  10th  from  general 
Lee  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  lead,  and 

after  fome  debate  ;  .  ,  r  t  n  a 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 

till  the  arrival  of  general  Wafhington. 

A  letter  from  Allan  M‘  Donald  a  prifoner  at  Reading,  to  John 
Nixon,  Efq;  prefident  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvama, 

was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read.  . 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  fiom  geneial  Wai  lin^  on> 
ma]or  general  Schuyler,  and  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  were  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  hejolved. 
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morrow.  ’  That  £he  colifideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to. 

treafUry’  Wh°m  ;t 

■rC^Iut,on  °f  Congrefs  for  emitting  fi"  «to  effeft  the 

m  their  report,  which  was  read  •  &  Ve  milll°ns  of  dollars,  brought 

^  n“ ,h'.  ^  b.  P„«pon,;t,.n  ,0. 
'^^■&2kJzzZr‘  be”s  '-*■* 

a  •  r  ^"ednJsday,  May  22,  1776 
^  petition  from  fames  M<Tf  •  l  '  /^)* 

«ad.  n'Sht  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

report  being-  made  nn  fj,  .  •  • 

'  Si“-  f”' 

the  fale  of  the /loop  SaHy^nd  herTir  rM‘Kni2ht  hath  proceeded  in 
fcnhed,  and  without  any  author ty ffom  C^V E°  ^  “°de  P«- 
Phat  the  tefolution  paired  the  Jth  of  A  T  : 
committee  of  infpeftion  and  obfemtinn  fPK  ’  “  ,mP°wering  the 
ton,  to  make  fale  of  the  f loop  Sallv  V’[the  ccunt>’  of  Burling- 
to  pay  one  half  of  the  net  proceeds  i  f  °"  board> 

and  retain  the  other  half  W  ,1,^  M'Knight  for  falvage 

Refolded,  That  it  an  i„ft 'afW  “\0wne"  ”  ^  fet  afide.  *  ’ 

gener^/*Sch uyle^be ^pro ved^'°T*  ‘°,  Mr<  Pr,'ce  bY  major 

to  take  any  farther  Sul'^  L^r"1  d,”£ 

with  prov.hons,  which  his  prudence’mav'fu  ‘  ’V™7  ,n  Canada 

grefs  place  the  higheft  confidence  •  7  f 8Seil’  w  wh!cb  Con - 

fpecie,atafdB  diS^I  far6  ^  *****  of  Paring 

cnee  by  purchafing  fuch  neceifarL  ^  6  £°  ^emcdy  that  mconveni? 
lonies,  and  to  appoint  ftoXner  “  T  '?  h  th<*  co- 

and  diftribution  thereof:  S  °ther  officers  for  the  fa]e 

a.S.SSf'V,  L‘  ”f°™e<l  ,hn  Congrefs  ha.e  In 

“  Menrlsf  .ni  C»^ 

vent  any  communication  hff  ,a  uch  of  tnat  country  as  may  nre- 

The  means  of  effefting  thefe^urpofes"  b^T'^f  “”d  the  ,nd'ans  •* 

budding  armed  ve/Telf  where  moft  ^xpediw' ying.proPer  PoIis’ 
communication  or  otherwife,  arc  left  fo^d ZZZVI 

council 
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council  or  councils  of  war,  governing  themfelves  by  events  and 
their  knowledge  of  the  country  : 

That  general  Walhington  or  the  commanding  officer  at  New- 
Vnrk  be  direfted  to  fend  from  thence  to  Ticonderoga  fo  many 
light  cannon  as  will  be  fufficient  to  arm  the  veflels  now  in  lake 

^  That  the  attention  of  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  to  the  refto- 
ration  of  order  and  difcipline,  and  to  the  punifhment  of  thole  by 
whom  they  are  violated,  deferves  the  approbation  of  Congrels  : 

That  the  fpecie  now  in  the  treafury,  and  as  much  more  a,  can 
be  procured,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  do  - 
Jars,  be  immediately  remitted  to  the  commiffioners  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  debts  due  from  thefe  colonies  in  Canada,  and  for  the  pre- 


fervation  of  public  credit: 

That  the  commiffioners 
appoint  proper  perfons  to 


in  Canada  be  directed,  if  neceffary,  to 
collect  and  audit  the  public  accounts  in 


Th™Vtheecommiffioners  in  Canada  and  general  Schuyler  be  in¬ 
formed,  that  we  cannot  give  them  any  affurance  of  maintaining 
our  army  there  by  hard  money,  but  that  this  ought  not  to  di  - 
courage  our  operations,  Congrefs  being  determined  to  fend  front 
thefe  colonies  fupplies  of  provifions  and  all  other  neceffaries,  if 
hard  money  cannot  be  obtained  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the 
bell  endeavours  ffiall  be  ufed  to  procure  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  : 

That  fome  perfon  or  perfons  be  employed  by  the  president  in 
New- England,^  as  an  agent  or  agents  to  procure  if  poffible,  hard 
money  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  as  foon 
as  a  confiderable  fum  is  obtained,  the  faid  agents  be  directed  to 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  there,  and  in  cafe  of  the  abfence  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  the  fame  to  be  delivered  to  the  deputy  pay  ma  her  general: 

That  fuch  prefents  be  made  to  the  indians  on  the  delivery  of 
the  hatchet,  as  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  think  prudent  : 

That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  as  foon  as  poffible  to  general  Schuy- 


The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due 
On  fundrv  certificates  exhibited  by  Jofeph  Donaldfon,  the  fum 
of  467.6  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert 

M‘Pherfon,  Efa;  and 

Captain  Dowdies  company  charged  with  13  ~  dollars. 

Captain  Nelfon’s  company  with  26.8 

Captain  James  Grier  for  a  riffle  with  9“ 


Captain  Creffap’s  company  for  riffles  with 
Captain  Stephenfon’s  company  with 
the  remainder  to  the  continent. 
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ip^  p  ^ 

from  Egg  Srbou^’tH^"  f'nfj/n  tranfPortinS  6It-petre 

l0  Robert  Pnftnn  f  °r  11 7*4 dollars: 

fumof  1 08. 7  d„]]ar3.  °r  J°3  da?s  a“endance  as  a  mefTenger,  the 

“»».  f“  •>“  >kW  W,fr„,i,  b,t. 

s>-  f  K2 rw7",  f°,?'7 p n!  f\r‘!k-'  from 

famr  0,ISht  to  be  paid  to5Adam  "nnf>',v;ima  currency,  and  that 
hlrds  a  dollar  omitted  to  be  ol  K  m®el,  together  with  two 

7  b».  -bo  .we  .  “  ^  °rm“ 

On  fever  a  I  armunfo  1  ,  ,  t>  5*3  dollars: 

neceflarles  for  the  fourth  Pr''7 i^7  ^ °‘ ’  Nlciloias  Haufegger  for 

to  “e  charged  to  captain  Nelfon’  ^  ^  °f  8  d°I!ars>  whicb  ought 
\°  m:!jor  Nicholas  Haufegger  for  d’ 

■Jum  of  34.4  dollars  :  0,3  f  d‘VCr3  eXPeaces  paid  by  him, 

T*  Tin  '  ^ 


rp  ^  »  T  .  ■*  J  ***'1|#4 

fum  of  77  3  dollars, fof' prif°ners’  at  Trenton,  th 
|  ;  Nuddlefton  to  be  charged  with 

-Lieutenant  Namar,  ^  24  dollars 

Major  Regonville,  24  do. 

Lieutenant  Symes,  16  do. 

On  fever  a]  accounts  exhibited  hrTp,1  p  ,  *3*3  do. 

dry  neceffarles  furnilhed  by  Northarant^  G°rU°n’  Efcb  for  fun- 
Nelfon’.  and  captain  Craig’s  compand  he  T™6®  to  captain 
of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged  ’  *"  Um  °  1310,1  dollars, 

To  captain  Craig’s  company,  ,  - 

And  to  captain  Nclfon’s  company  1205-7  dollars, 

the  remainder  to  the  continent  :  rz  dollars. 

{part'd \  thc  faid  accounts  be  paid 

'»  Impowci-erl  appo,.„  „ 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  ioVo'  H  f  ‘ °1IarS  Per  ™«h  • 
hirers  in  favour  of  the  delernites^.f  C°  a'3be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
tranfmltted  to  the  governor  and  ■  Conncaicut,  to  be  by  them 

ufe  of  the  battalion1  ordered  to  be  ralfed  tf  "  '7  ^  c°!on>'’  for  the 
J6th  inftant,  the  faid  governor  and* conn  dT  T  a  refolution  of  the 
That  an  order  for  2,  n  ‘‘  and  council  to  be  accountable. 

favour  of  the  delegates  of  Maflachufetts-Bay  to  be  hv  ,? ,n 
nutted  to  the  aflcinbly  of  the  faid  colony,  foVt he  ufe  ofth  T  “T 
talions  ordered  to  be  raifed  there  hv  th  .  .  r  1  *  ,  f  1 he  two  bat- 

the  faid  aflembly  to  be  accountable'  °  Ut'°n  ab°Ve  mentl'°ncd. 


Th 
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That  the  pay  of  the  faid  three  battalions  commence  from  the 

time  they  are  armed  and  muttered: 

That  an  order  for  10500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trealurers,  in 
favour  of  the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire,  to  be  then  tranfmitted 
to  the  council  of  the  faid  colony,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  or¬ 
dered  to  be  raifed  there,  by  a  resolution  of  the  14th  inftant,  the 
faid  council  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  live  millions  of  dollars  dire£ed  to  be  emitted 
in  continental  bills  of  credit,  (hall  confift  of  the  following  denomi¬ 
nations  : 


158889 

138889 

138889 

138888 

138889 

1 38889 

138889 

138889 


of  1  dollar, 
of  2  dollars, 
of  3  dollars, 
of  4  dollars, 
of  5  dollars, 
of  6  dollars, 
of  7  dollars, 
of  8  dollars. 


That  the  infpe&ors  of  the  prefs  for  the  laft  emiffion,  be  direct¬ 
ed  and  authorifed  to  perform  that  fervice  for  the  prefent  emiffion, 
being  firft  qualified  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  paffed 

the  2  iff  February  lalt:  ,  ,  ,  c 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  fign  and  number  the  bills  or 

credit  of  the°laft  efnifflon,  be  authorifed  to  lign  and  number  the 
bills  of  credit  of  five  millions  of  dollars  now  agreed  to  be  emitted, 
takino-  before  they  fhall  enter  upon  their  office,  the  oath  or  affir¬ 
mation  preferibed  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  9th  of 

March  laft :  _  ,  r  , 

Thatthe  plates  engraved  for  the  two  laft  emiihons,  lhali  be  uiect 

in  the  emiffion  now  direded,  and  that  the  bills  be  expreffed  in  the 
following  words  : 

Dollar 

This  bill  intitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanifh  milled  dol¬ 

lars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  a  refolution 

of  Cono-refs,  paffed  at  Philadelphia  the  9th  of  May,  1776. 

That  the  faid  bills  be  figned  by  two  figners,  and  each  different 
denomination  numbered  from  number  one,  progreffively. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  value  of 
the  feveral  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver  coins,  current  in  thefe  colonies, 
and  the  proportions  they  ought  refpeCtively  to  beai  to  opanifh  mil¬ 
led  dollars,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Refilved,  That  2$’  '7^' 

general  Walhington  maTo/^  °f  apF°lnted  to  confer  with 

Sr  ^-ftsaP  ^ 

1 “dM^RuSge.^  R- H- Lee’  Mr-  J* 

making  fire  arms!  btVredfodto6  jPP°?ted  to  c°ntraa  for  the 
nental  factory  of  fire  arms  at  I  n  ^  ^  ™an?Ser  of  the  conti- 
gun  lock  factory  at  Trenton  an^fter>  and  the  manager  of  the 
der,  all  the  muikets  and  p-nn  1  1  e/VLr  to  co^oneJ  Shee  or  his  or- 

dy,  in  order  to  the  more  exnedV  *  *  of  them  may  have  rea- 
lion  under  his  command  :  P  ltl0US  armmS  the  continental  batta- 

^  hat  the  faid  committee  be  dirt  f  ~  l  •  •  r  . 

promoting  and  encourap-ino-  tU*  i  •  to  knng  in  a  refolution  for 

A  letter  from  Charlef  ^l)  °f  Sood  fire  «*»- 

** 

L.Ih'  ■"*«  **•  “>•  W*wT!fe  Mr.  F: 

ought" to^reftore ! o^he' o wn !he  mo^^f  ’  ^at  J?mes  ^‘Knight 
Sally  and  alfo  the  effedls  or  tl,  oney  oundon  board  the  floop 

on  board  the  faid  floop  t  the  tmTft7  **  ^  ^  ^ 

1*  »~l,  tackle  andVltee”;  fk'ST  "  "Ti  ‘S?  ^ 
wreck,  tackle,  and  furniture  WPrP  f  1A  ^  ^  P’  whlch  effe&s, 
fecreted  by  him  the  faid  Jamc’s  Mdf.,c  d”  pretf“ded 10  ^  fl>ld,  or 

'rl“tS‘"“'"'"«»'»S..»".u'e.dia  Congrefs  ,0.m0r. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  dav  referral  1.,-  n 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  ’  S  Po!tPoned: 


v  Friday,  Muy'z^.  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Abi.  Grant  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read  requefting  pcrmdfion  to  return  to  her  hulband  and  family  in 
London,  and  to  take  on  board  necelTary  ftores  for  the  voyage- 

.  ’hat  her  [cqueft  be  granted,  and  that  the  prefident 

give  her  a  paflport  to  the  place  where  fhe  lhall  chufe  to  embark 
The  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  to  whom'  was 
referredthe  account  and  claim  of  captain  Herman  Allen  of  lieuten 
ant  colonel  Warner’s  battalion,  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  agreed  to:  whereupon, 

Refilved ,  That  there  be  allowed  to  captain  Herman  Allen  for 
fundry  diihurfements  for  the  ufe  of  his  company,  the  fum  ofVo 
dollars,  over  and  above  the  account  allowed  by  the  convention  of 
New- York,  amounting  to  £  240  :  18:  O :  New- York  currency 

The 
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The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jofeph 
-  ,"bull  Efq;  commiflary  general,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  and  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

RMved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  feveral  persons  undermen¬ 
tioned,  employed  in  the  commiflary  general’s  department  in  t  ic 
continental  army,  the  wages  and  rations  annexed  to  their  names  re- 
fpe&ively,  during  the  time  they  have  been  and  fhall  continue  in  the 

fervice  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

In  the  iffuing  llore  at  Cambridge  : 

Charles  Miller,  iffuing  ftore  keeper ;  50  dollars  per  month,  and 

Peter  Roe  Dalton,  firft  clerk;  4 fS  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3 
rations  : 

Ebenezer  Perry,  and  7  .  t  ;n  ftore  .  ,r.  do.  and  2  rations  : 

Thomas  Durant,  } 

William  Brown,  anfl  7  ckrks  at  fca,cs .  do.  and  2  do. 

Jofiah  Brown,  3 

Robert  Davis,  clerk  of  weekly  allowances  ;  3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

Eight  labourers,  one  cooper,  and  one  cook,  each  2/8  lawful 

money  a  day,  and  1  ration: 

Employed  to  iffue  to  two  brigades  ; 

In  the  ftore  at  Roxbury : 

Aaron  Blaney,  iffuing  ftore  keeper;  50 dollars  per  month,  and 
a.  rations  • 

James  Richardfon,  firft  clerk  ;  4/8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3 
rations: 

Two  clerks  in  ftore,  and  two  at  fcales,  each  3/4  do.  and  2  rations: 

Six  labourers,  one  cooper  &  one  cook,  each  2  f$>  do.  and  1  do. 

Employed  to  iffue  to  two  brigades  : 

On  Profpedl  Hill : 

Peter  Philips,  iffuing  ftore  keeper ;  40  dollars  a  month,  ^nd  4 
rations: 

Griffin  Green,  firft  clerk;  4/8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3  ra¬ 
tions: 

One  clerk  in  ftore,  and  one  at  fcales,  each  3  [\  do.  and  2  do. 

One  cooper,  and  four  labourers,  each  2/"8  do.  and  1  do. 

Employed  to  iffue  to  one  brigade  : 

At  Medford : 

Mofes  Emerfon,  iffuing  ftore  keeper ;  40  dollars  a  month,  and 
4  rations : 

Ifrael  Mead,  firft  clerk ;  4/8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3  rations: 

One  clerk  in  ftore,  and  one  at  fcales,  each  3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

One  cooper,  and  four  labourers,  each  2 J~8  do.  and  I  do. 

Employed  to  iffue  to  one  brigade  : 

In  the  magazine  at  Cambridge  : 

Samuel  Gray,  Reuben  Stiles,  and  Daniel  Brown,  clerks  and 
magazine  keepers,  4 /'S  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3  rations  : 

One 


°"  '  *r.  »d  ,  : 

Jabez  Porter  and  ^  ma£azine  at  Roxbury  : 
zine  keepers  ;  4/8  1  a w fu  f  ^ a"d  maSa‘ 

One  cooper,  2 fS  do.  ^  da>  >  and  3  rations  : 

Jofeph  Farnfworth,  commiflarv  1  ^  1  ^°* 
returned  from  fort  Halifax,  /  [0  lawful"6  Arnold’s  detachment; 
rations  per  day  :  £  0awtul  money  a  month,  and  3 

John  Thomas,  employed  conlbmtb,  • 

procure  teams,  &c.  himfelf  and ho!  e  8f  “?  ‘,°  ^  ftores> 
and  3  rations  :  Je>  °/iawful  money  a  day, 

William  Hoffiins,  and  Elifha  A  •  • 

and  payers  of  fmall  bills,  /  n  l.n  ’  pnnciPa}  book-keepers 
rations  per  day.  *  Vu  money  a  month,  and  3 

<» «*  .0 

brought  in  their  report,  which  be  L general  Mifflin, 
agreed  to  ;  whereupon,  S  ken  lnto  “onfideration,  was 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  P,  i  .  .  , 
that  Congrefs  are  fully  convinced  of  the  ,l  r  i  CanaJa  be  ‘"formed 
■ug  poffeffion  of  that  country  and  tMh  Ute  "eCeffity  o{  keeP' 
that  department  will  conteil  every  foot  of  th  eXpeft  the  forces  in 
nemies  of  thefe  colonies  •  and  as  P  a  / < he  ?round  w‘th  the  e- 
off  all  communication  between  the  S'CfS  n3Ve  *"  Vlew  the  cutting 
they  judge  it  highly  neceffarv  W  KT  COaDtT  and  enemy* 
particularly  made  on  the  s/  T  C  eXe',ti011s  °f  the  forces  be 
Sorrell :  1  the  ‘St'  WeB«  below  the  mouth  of  the 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  p„„.,  r  .  „ 

aft  and  frequent  returns  of  men  nro-T  '  c  dire&ed  to  make  ex- 

the  Canadian  department  to  thenener  7  milltary  ftores  in 
of  the  United  Colonies  :  S'""*1  and  commander  in  chief 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  take  care  that  th 

Wicf  r**  p*“£LTy  m 

try  fo  r„„„  „  p„,if„„s  „„  bt  “»»- 

T  hat  the  commanding  officer  in  r3n^  i  rr  lPP9rt  • 

Con  of  Congrefs,  to  afford  him  even  futort  h  ^ 

carry  their  views  Into  execution.  *  PP  r‘  h‘S  endeav°urs  to 

•f  £E«T  t  bL;x;“”  f  >« »»».>« 

t&X&Sgs& 

and  after  Ionia  coni'enfe  with  hlm^"  aUen,lc,i  in  Congrefs, 

■  3  ReJohed% 
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n  r,  ,  rr-L.,  }ie  be  directed  to  attend  again  to-morrow. 

A^tter  of  the  26th  of  April  from  the  convention  of  North- 
„  r  with  a  lift  of  prifoners  by  them  fent  to  Pennfylvama,  was 

RM,  That  the  faid  letter  and  lift  be  fent  to  the  committee  of 
fafrty  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have  the  ai 
rrifoners  properly  and  fafely  fecured  and  prov.ded  for,  agreeably 
to  the  refactions  of  Congrefs,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  Co 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jacob  Hilzheimer,  for  l'undry  expreffes,  the  fum  01  372.3 

d°T0S  captain  Nathaniel  Palconer,  for  his  and  Mr.  Allies  ex- 
pences,  together  with  the  expences  of  two  fervants  going  .  o 
New- York  with  money  and  returning,  the  fum  of  913.5  dollars  . 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expences  of  guards,  &c.  at  the  city  ta¬ 
vern,  over  brigadier  general  Prefcot,  and  captain  Chale,  the  turn 

of  1 18  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid.  „  , 

Sundry  refolutions  palTed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland  were 

laid  before  Congrefs  and  read.  , 

'  The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poitponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

^  Saturday,  May  25,  1 77^* 

A  letter  from  colonel  William  Wind,  dated  the  18th,  and  a  pe- 
tltion  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  were  prefent¬ 
ed  to  Congrefs ;  alfo  a  petition  from  John  Wilcox,  and  John  and 

Peter  Chevalier,  was  prefented  and  read.  _  • 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  ieil  to  tne 

petitioners  John  Wilcox,  and  John  and  Peter  Chevalier,  75  0 

^  That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  in  order  to  prove 

cannon,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable.  , 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  commiffary ;  for  the  ute  ol 
the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direfted  to  provide  a  flock  of  Ihoes,  hats, 
and  ftockings,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  the  continental  fervice, 
on  the  molt  reafonable  terms. 

A  petition  from  James  M‘ Knight  was  prefented  to  Congreis  and 
pead ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  .  .  . 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  infpe£lion  and  obfervation  o 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  prelected  to  Congie  a 
and  read;  -  .  , 

*•  > •  (  it-H pypc  1 
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Morn's,  who  defires  theTme inT/T ' " 'r  ’  ^  de,lvered  to  Mr.  R 
van'a.  me  ln  of  the  affembly  of  Pennfyl. 

hcfolved ,  That  an  order  for  ^  j  « 

, tT|.’  ,n  f;ivour  of  the  delegates  of°V°  —  be  drawn  on  thetrea- 

battahons  ra.fed  in  that  colony,  the  faid??'3’  f°r  the  ufe  o{  the 

Agreeable  to  order  general  Wa/hW  n  TV0  be  Countable. 

conference  with  him,  ‘  &ton  tended,  and  after  fome 

cellency  general  WalhingioT  major  COnfer  W1'th  his  ex- 

general  Mifflin,  and  to  concert  a  ITT  ^  ^  briS^ier 
ne  enfmng  campaign.  of  military  operations  for 

J  AdamTMn  Mr^R ^  *•  H.  Lee,  Mr. 

Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr  W  /‘.',r.,n&fton.  Mr.  Whipple, 
T,fohman’  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Midden  ft"’  ^  Rcad>  Mr. 

rcd  ;ho  b;»er  from  the ^ventM 'noIV  ^°m  Were 
?  .  ’C  Prhoners  Cent  from  thence  havirT'^01"?’  and  the  lift 

berdeau  to  wait  upon  Consrrefs  and  •  c g  aPP0lnted  colonel  R0. 

Cd’  and  have  appointed  an  officer’s  o-uard  f  T  be,  c,ofe,y  confu¬ 
ted  them.6'  ‘°  ^  ^  a"<~ ’e  for  fubfi^ tZ  ££* 

mitte^  of fafTtylfapprJv"' "“V*  ^  COm * 

other  officers  who  are  prifoners  ^  ^  t  lC  a^owance 

»  the  report  of  ,he  coffimi„ 

letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  ?dS  an  tn  ‘V  '  "h  MaX’  the 
Daniel  Robertfon  of  tlJroyal  hiVfdand  d-  ^  e”er  fr°m  caPtain 

o.n.hnS  Surb.ck  bed,rrai„  f„„ 

Virginia,  requeuing  thlt^tVy  will  It?1''!?’1  of  t,le  convention  of 

delpliia  fuel,  .  j  £  ”  '“«**■■>  forw.rj  PMa. 

That  one  battalion  of  Germans  U  P  T  n  f°m  co,onP  : 

United  Colonies :  S  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the 

batSr,  number  of 

1  tidt  four  of  the  prffoners  taken  nt-  q*.  t  i  .  _ 

fr  ^  R^. » .test * 

Mayot 


S-S  Th'et  °"  the  tab,e- . 

*r*’  wbo  dehres  CtTfime^'dhmf  be  ^hVered  to  Mr.  R 


,  .  V  **  *  '  •  ■ 


*1, 


May,  177*5-  *9l 

* 

company  unknown,  be  difmilfed  the  fervice,  and 


re„ 


Mayot,  iti  a  -  n 

tUrBV°/h/ir Thirthe  connfideeration  of  the  firft  paragraph  in  find 
Refolved,  if noned  and  that  the  third  and  fifth  paragraphs  be 

referred^ to^th /committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  genera  s. 

A  number  of  deputies  from  four  of  the  fix  natrons  of  Indian. 
havtg  arrived  in  town,  and  notified  Congrefs  that  they  are  defirous 

°f/^SnThat  they  be  admitted  to  an  audience  on  Monday 

^Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  the  colonels  of  the  affirmation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  draw  out  their  batta¬ 
lions  in  review  on  Monday  morning  as  early  as  they  can  conveni¬ 
ently,  and  that  the  Congrefs  with  the  generals  in  town  will  attend 

^Refilled? That  the  arms,  ammunition  and  military  ilores  taken 
by  the  armed  fchooner  Franklin,  or  any  other  of  the  armed  vefkls 
in  the  pay  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  general 

or  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  foices.  .  c 

The  committee  to  whom  the  reflations  of  the i  convent. on  o. 
South-Carolina  refpefting  the  battalions  ra.fed  in  that  colony  were 

referred,  brought  in  their  report  which  was  read 

Refched,  That  the  feveral  reports  on  general  Wafhmgton  s  let¬ 
ters  not  yet  confidered,  and  the  general’s  letters,  which  were  refer¬ 
red  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs,  be  committed  to  the 

committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  genera  s. 

As  two  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Hand 

of  the  riffle  battalion  was  referred,  are  abfent,  . 

Refolved,  That  two  other  members  be  chofenu,  their  room. 

The  members  ele&ed  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Woolcott. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Charles 
Miller  to  the  comroiflary  general,  brought  in  their  report  which 

was  read  and  agreed  to  ;  whereupon,  -  ,  f 

Refolved,  That  the  commifTary  general  be  direfted  to  order  fo 
much  of  the  provifions  ftored  in  the  continental  magazine  in  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay,  to  be  delivered  for  viftualling  the  five  (hips  o.  wai 
now  building  at  Portfmouth,  Newbury-Port,  and  Providence,  as 
the  marine  committeee  lhall  direfl;  and  to  keep  the  refid ue  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continental  army,  that  is  or  may  be  ftationed  in  the  eal- 

tern  department.  .  r 

That  the  commiffary  general  be  directed  to  receive  the  amount  of 

the  pork,  beef,  and  filh,  fupplied  the  colony  of  Ma((achufetts-.ia\  , 

and  credit  the  fame  in  his  account  with  the  United  Colonies. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poupone  . 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday, 


*  0 
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Monday,  May  2 7,  1776. 

Z&Jtsr. E%  •  L~!* 

dian  affairs.  ~  1  the  fta‘1(Jlng  Committee  on  In- 

A  petition  from  Samuel  de  Liirpna  r  ,  ^ 

and  read.  ac>  Patented  to  Congrefs 

Refolvedy  x  hat  it  be  referred  tr» 

the  manufacture  of  fulphur  ™  P r0””""S 

the  „C“  ST 1  Z  in 

Ordered  l“ntKl,”  P"f“ttd  “  *»<i  re,d. 

.  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  tn  f  A  f  , 

with  all  convenient  difpatch  one  t0n  nf  f  d  ,t0  fend  forWarc* 
fence  of  the  weftern  frL‘  *  /  ?*  Powder>  lent  for  the  de- 

fort  Pitt  6^0  lb  w hh  X;  8°?  ’b-  t0  be  lodSe<l  - 

600  IS.  with  the  committee^of  WeJffi,£  f*  ,  “d 

cate  that  country  is  attacked.  1  be  ufed  onl>'  1 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Indians  were  admitted  tn  m  ,i ■ 

after  they  withdrew,  aumitted  to  an  audience 

Refolved>  Phat  the  ilandinc  committee  for  Tnd’o  #r  •  i 

Ki  “  ■  fp~h  t"  b/dS™  d  ,o  Z 

cre  fuch  articles  „  thev  judge  proper  for  a  prefinr  P'°' 

Ihe  delegates  from  North-Carol, na,  and  the  delegates  W 
V  irgima,  laid  before  Congrefs  certain  inftruaions  S  thev  re 
ceived  from  their  refpedtive  conventions.  ^ 

,(T„a£“i  MettaT&(,O't0Cb  b'  ••  .he 

ii  s’cVag  •£  *-  “p'“"-  ’JJt  -  ”  Sir" 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beirnr  poftnored 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  °  P  P  “’ 


in 


Tuesday,  May  28,  1776. 

Rcfolvcd >  That  colonel  Turbutt  Francis  be  defired  to  attend  it 
the^next  conference  with  the  Indians,  and  aifift  in  interpreting  for 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  a  m„d„ 
rcLh  bU  Jt"’S  1  1CpnCe  °f  falt’  brouSht  in  their  report,  which  was 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  . 

Tf  fevtl'f  matters,to  this  day  referred,  being  podponed 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  6  1  P 


Wednesda  r, 


May,  1776. 
Wednesday,  May  29,  1 7 7 
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A  letter  from  general  Woofter  of  the  27th  of  April  laft,  and  * 
letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  weekly  account  from  the  19th 
to  2Cth  May  inclufive,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  captain  Budden  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

read;  whereupon,  - 

Refolved ,  That  midfflipman  Draper,  be  offered  ill  exchange  for 

captain  William  Budden.  .  ■  .  .  ,r 

A  letter  from  Levi  Hollinfworth,  and  Thomas  Richardfon,  to 
the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  dated  Newport  2  iftinfh 
alfo  a  memorial  from  fundry  members  of  the  general  affembly  ot 
Rhode- Ifiarid,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  .  .  ^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  generals,  brought 
in  a  report  which  was  read  and  confidered  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poll- 

poned  till  to-morrow; 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Jay,  introducing  a  foreigner  to  the  notice  of 

Congrefs,  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  and  that 

they  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  gentleman. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  diie, 

For  ferriages  of  two  brafs  field  pieces  fent  to  Virginia,  the  fum 
of  6  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  James  DaVid- 

fon :  . 

To  Walter  Stewart,  for  his  expences  in  going  on  board  the  Li¬ 
verpool  frigate,  the  fum  of  8  LI  dollars  : 

To  David  Lenox,  for  his  expences  going  to  New-York  as  an  ef- 
cort  of  money,  the  fum  of  62---  dollars  : 

To  William  Sheppard,  f0r  waggon  hire  on  two  journeys  to 
New-York,  and  on  a  journey  to  Port  royal  in  Virginia  with  gene¬ 
ral  Lee,  the  fum  of  I02^_.  dollars  : 

On  feveral  certificates  for  entertaining  general  Lee’s  guard,  the 
fum  of  37  ~  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
George  Rofs,  Efq; 

To" Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage  of  gun  powder  to  the  city  of 
New-York,  the  fum  of  414  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  captain  John  Lowdon 
had  laid  before  them  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  money  paid 
into  his  hands  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  company  of  riffle  men, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  582  LQ-  dollars  : 

Tranfporting  baggage  from  Northumberland  to  Reading,  40 
dollars  : 

Vol.  II.  •  B  b  Amount 


,1.  » 

m 


\ 


v-7  O  O  # 

dot.Zul0!^  artideS  °r<3ered  t0  be  charged  to  captain  Low- 
Amount  of  ToErS10--  C°"pTtaI  Charges-  S°~  ^llars  : 

have  been  twice  paid,  andtwice  charged  To  b''5’  Wh'Ch 

Sir 10  k  ch”s'd  - 


Orl "50l”monn,i"S  >»  7J8,S‘  dollar. , 
abevementioned.  k  county  be  charged  with  the  fum 

“«  p°w 

Thursday,  May  ^ 0,  1776. 

Congrefs  t°ok  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  n 
the  mode  of  regidaW  the  price  off.lt  f  1  h  committee  on 
following  refolution  :  *  anci  tJlereupon  came  to  the 

defigning3  men*  ha\’e  take?  ad^vantatre  ofT^V^  T™01*  i» 

paffed  the  30th  of  April,  for  withdrawing fr0^u  °f  C.0ngrefs> 
infpe&ion  the  power  of  regulating  the  pric‘  «  f  he  of 

xJjepf%u  3  m°ft  exorb>tant  price  for  fait,  £  *’  ‘°  e*t0rt 

.  MfilveJ,  J  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  commit  c 

tmn  and  .nfpedion  in  the  United  Colonies,  fo  toTeSte  th 

,  fat>  as  to  Prevent  unreafonable  exaftions  on  the  Tart  „  S??? 
ler,  having  due  regard  to  the  difficult,.  »  i  v  P.a.rt  of  the  fel- 

fubjedt  however  to  fuch  regulations  as  have  been"  or iTuT31'?  ! 

>L  ,™‘lde  b-v  tbe  icgndatures  of  the  respective  colonies.  lereafter 
i  he  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  t  r  i  t-t 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  New-Hamnlf9  '  Edward, 
ferred,  and  who  were  direfted  to  hear  th  r  Srants  was  re- 

the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  ronfid-  r 
quate  reward  for  the  perfon  who  brought  the  late  InMI  °f  ^  rade‘ 
lingland,  brongh,  in «port  .  X**  "**»<*  f"» 

licJoLcd ,  1  hat  he  receive  his  pay  beincr  .  r„ij* 

Morgan’s  company  of  riffle  men,  to  be  continued  from  the  tfmeTf 
•  ns  captivity,  until  the  1  cth  day  of  Tune  next  and  ™  ob 

one  hundred  dollars.  *  J  ’  3nd  3  Sratu“y  of 

j4  “puin  Hc,“n  aii“  »» r«m* ..  c«'. 

Refilved,  That  fix  of  the  heavieft  cannon  at  Newport  and  f 
teen  of  the  hear, ell  cannon  at  New-London,  belong \T« 
tment,  be  tranfported  to  Philadelphia  as  foon  aspoffibfe  C°”' 


That 


* 


_  .  . _ 


May,  i776< 


19; 


That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  gover- 
c  I?  linde-Ifland  Connecticut.  . 

n0C°  *fs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  comma- 
,  tinted  to  confer  with  his  excellency  general  Walhmgton, 
majo/genera!  Gates,  and  brigadier  general  Mifflin,  and  after 

f0I^/mf,e,That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  C011- 

^Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confi deration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference, 
and  after  feme  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  tefumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  taxen  into  con- 
fideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  re.olu- 
tion  thereon,  but  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  whole,  de- 

fired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again.  . 

The  refolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 

grefs  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  .  .  .... 

Relolved,  That  the  general  be  authorifed  to  dirett  the  building 
as  many  fire  rafts,  row  gallies,  armed  boats,  and  floating  batteries 
as  may  be  neceffary,  and  fuitable  for  the  immediate  defence  of  t  ic 

port  of  New- York,  and  Hudfon’s  river.  . 

^  Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  ltle  t 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  coniidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pottponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  May  3I,  1776' 


A  letter  of  the  2  2d  from  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  inclofing  the 
proceedings  of  two  courts  martial  on  John  Hazard,  commander  of 
the  floop  Providence,  and  Abraham  Whipple,  commander  of  the 

Columbus,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read; . 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  mitruc- 

tions  given  to  commodore  Hopkins.  n 

A  letter  of  the  2  ift  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  deputy  ptynafter 

general  :  And  a  petition  from  Hugh  King,  in  behalf  of  himfeh 

and  others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
farers,  in  favour  of  brigadier  general  Mifflin  to  enable  him  to  pay 
for  tents,  entrenching  tools,  and  fundry  other  articles  which  he 
as  quarter  matter  general  has  bougnt  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  ule 
of  the  continental  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  conference  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which 

was  read ;  .  .  ,  } 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 

Congrefs. 


lew 


.  --  . 


;  jfl 


■  •  wm 
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ron,  ‘{href  ofthe1  5  C°nnolIJ’  Jolln  Smith,  and  Allan  Came- 

^««4&rtor“"fi,ned,'n  ^s03’  °f  phiiade|p^. 

muted,  for  the  recovery  of  the.VhS"^^!^ F hcath’  ^  Per* 
day  m  the  yard  of  the  nrifnn  *  lh*  t0  Walk  two  hour3  in  the 

%aion  rfi  lilt  two  of  th”’cruard3.'npany  *»  «  -*T  »• 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  infn  ^ 
take  into  their  farther  confutation  “ports  of  the  ^ 

have  taken  into  their  further  conM  T^’  that  the  committee 

ferred,  but  not  having  yet  fished  ma“CrS  to  them  re‘ 

to  fit  again.  *  5  •  l!hed>  defined  him  to  move  for  leave 


into  acommittee  ofthe^hfk^!11’  tp.‘morro'?'  agai'n  refclve  itfelf 

■ion  tl,<  :  repo,,,  „f  th< 

Saturday,  June  i,  1776, 

A^eut’  oTfirhet!‘7ThbofeMrre?  t0  the  C°mm,'ttee  °"  Prifoners- 

read  ;  and  a  letter  from  cotef/ W3S  3,f° 

1  he  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
confiderof  a  proper  prefent  for  the  Indians,  brought  in  theff  re 

Refolved  That  the  faid  committee  be  impowered  and  directed 
to  purchafe  goods  for  a  prefent  to  the  indians,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  426~*  dollars. 

Ti.e  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  take  into  them  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee’ 
of  conference  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re¬ 
fumed  the  chair  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  further  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred 
and  come  to  fome  refolutions  which  they  defined  him  to  renort’ 

but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  direded  him  to  move  for 
Jeave  to  fit  again. 

whIreupon°rt  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  was  read ; 

Refolved , 
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June,  1776. 

nr,.!  That  fix  thoufand  militia  be  employed  to  reinforce  the 
army  in  Canada,  and  to  keep  up  the  communication  with  that  pro¬ 
vince  to  make  up  which  number, 

Tiled  That  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts-Bay  be  requeued,  to 

fupply  their  militia  3000  -  4  battalions. 

Connecticut  of  their  militia  1500  -  2  battalions. 

New- Hamplhire  of  their  militia  750  -  1  battalion. 

New- York  of  their  militia  75°.'  1  battalion. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  postpo¬ 
ned  till  Monday  next.  .  n 

Refoived ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  again  reiolve 

Jtfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  con¬ 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Anthony  Fricker,  for  boarding  the  Scots  hoftages  from  the 

2 2d  of  March  to  the  4th  of  June  inftant,  246  7~  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Patterfon,  for  waggon  hire  and  dining  the  prifoners 
brought  from  North-Carolina,  the  fum  of  7-^  dollars,  and  that 

the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  M‘Kean,  Efq; 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed* 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  June  3,  1776. 


Sundry  letters  received  by  general  Wafhington,  were  laid  be- 
fore  Congrefs  and  read.  ^  ^ 

Refolded,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  foi  io66t 
dollars,  in  favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  in  advance  for  the 
purchafe  of  fhoes  to  be  fent  to  Willi  am  {burgh,  for  the  ufe  ot  the 

continental  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  conference  brcught  in  a  further  repoit  which 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 

whole  Congrefs.  .  . 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  wuole, 

to  take  into^their  farther  confideration  the  reports  of  the  committee 
conference,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re¬ 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and 
have  come  to  fundry  refolutions  thereon,  which  they  have  oil  ceded 
him  to  report,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defined 

Jiim  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congress  being 

f?ad,  was  agreed  to;  whereupon, 
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« V  r“«  "^v»Ced“  re”f°re',k' 

furni/h  of  their  militia  Y  ^^“aclwfetts-Bay  be  requelled  t 
Conneaic.it  of  their  militia  c  ?00 
New-York  of  their  militia  2000 
New-Jerfey  of  their  militia  3300 

Ksfolvedy  As  the  opinion  of  this  Conn-refs  *u  1  , 

hons  raifed  and  ordered  to  be  raifed  fnr^th  h  £e  C  eV6n  batta‘ 

■^K£2?iJ,&Tr  b' ' '“"Wtet'r  e»«bia,«d  k  tht 

»hich,™b"“  .0,000  men;  ,o  comple., 

**”*«**  -  <■«>• 

Maryland  of  their  militia  5400 

Delaware  government  of  their  militia  600 

Jiejolved,  That  the  militias  be  emracred  ft,,  f.  n.  j  , 

cember  next,  imlefs  foonerdifchargedby  Congrefs:  ^  ° 

That  the  pay  of  the  militias  commence  from  the  dav  of  the.- 
marching  from  home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  tlv {  l  l 
lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  rations  for  travelling  expenses  a^d  one 

rtY.Pay  eVC'TrVenty  miIeS  between  home  and  the  general 
rendezvous  going-  and  returning  :  ^ 

That  three  major  generals,  and  two  brigadier  generals  be  added 
to  the  continental  eflablilhment  of  general  officers^  and  that  the  vf 

£"«E"up:  * *"“*'•  '"d  1“  "»«  “X* 

That  the  general  affcmbly  of  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts-B-v 
the  governor  and  aflcmbly  of  the  colony  of  Conneaicut  the  con- 
ve n  1 1  o  11s  of  New- York  and  New-Jerfey,  and  the  feveral  conven¬ 
tions  of  fuch  other  of  the  United  Colonics,  in  which  there  are  an  v 
lead  mines  be  requelled  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  with  all  conven i- 
ent  d,fpatch  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  lead  mines  in  their  re- 
pictive  colonies,  and  ufe  the  moll  fpeedy  means  to  procure  their 

being  wrought  to  effed:  h  r 

That  it  be  earneftly -recommended  to  the  alTemblies,  conventions 
and  committees  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the 
moll  eneaual  means  of  removing  the  flock,  grain,  and  meal,  from 
fuch  parts  of  their  refpeftive  colonies,  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  im¬ 
minent  danger  of  being  invaded  by  the  enemy  : 

That  two  provincial  brigadier  generals  he  employed  in  the  Ca¬ 
nada  department;  one  from  Maffochufetts-Bay,  and  one  from  Con 
necticut: 

That  four  provincial  brigadier  generals  be  employed  in  the 
New-York  department ;  one  from  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  one  from 
Conncfticut,  one  from  New-York,  and  one  from  New-Jerfey  : 

That 
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That  three  provincial  brigadier  generals  be  employed  for  the 
flvincr  camo  •  two  from  Pennfylvania,  and  one  from  Maryland  : 
flyThat  the  fa  id  brigadier  generals  be  appointed  by  the  rcfpective 

colonies  above  mentioned :  „  ,  ^  -  . 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorifed  to  form  and  fix  fuch 

magazines  of  provifions  and  military  ftores,  as  he  may  judge  necef- 

\ofolvsd,  That  to-morrow  be-affigned  for  electing  the  three  major 
generals  and  the  two  brigadier  generals,  and  for  filling  up  the  va¬ 
cancies  in  the  offices  of  adjutant  general,  and  quarter  mailer  general. 

Refolved)  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  export 
produce  of  thefe  colonies  to  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  Efficient  to 
pay  for  ten  thoufand  ftand  of  arms,  ordered  to  be  procured  from 

thence  by  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence.  # 

RefohecL  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  relolve  itlelt 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confedera¬ 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  4,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  800  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
crs,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Swift,  jun.  being  in  full  of  a  draught  the 
10th  May,  in  his  favour  by  B.  Franklin,  S.  Chafe,  and  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton,  commiffioners  in  Canada  ;  for  value  by  them 
received  there,  and  employed  in  the  public  fervice.  . 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afiemblies  and  conven¬ 
tions  of  the  colonies,  requefted  to  fupply  or  furniffi  militia  by  the 
refolutions  of  yefterday,  to  take  particular  care  that  the  militias 
come  provided  with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  camp  kettles. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  William  Palfrey,  paymafter  general, 

was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read; 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee,  to  whom  the  let^ 

ters  received  the  2  ift  of  May  laft  were  committed. 

A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  from  John  Macpherfon,  was  laid 

before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  MTvean, 
who  are  dire£led  to  confer  with  Mr.  Macpherfon. 

A  petition  from  colonel  Turbutt  Francis,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  feven  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  W.  Li- 
Yingfton,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Lynch,  and 
Mr.  Braxton. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire£led  to  deliver  the 
muffiets  lately  imported,  to  colonel  Shee  for  the  ufe  of  his  batta¬ 
lion. 

Refolved , 


i 
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T^at,  caPtai*n  Herman  Allen,  have  leave  to  withdraw 
vr  ^  ^lm  delivered  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

cvv^hlamp/hn-e  grants,  he  reprefenting  that  he  has  left  at  home 

.w'i .rSinrf  “  “W*  lileS“““ 

That  fhe  °f  May  of  Pennfylvania  be  im- 

powered  to  negor.ate  with  captain  Bellew  on  the  belt  terms  they 

can  for  an  exchange  of  the  prifoners  on  board  the  Liverpool-  pro¬ 
vided  always  that  this  fhali  not  be  conftrued  foas  to  enable’ them 
to  deliver  up  lieutenant  Bogar  and  lieutenant  Ball  in  the  exchange, 
grteable  to  order,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee^f 
t  u.mle,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  of 
he  committee  of  conference,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon 
the  prelident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that 
the  committee  have  taken  into  their  farther  confideration  the  mat- 
tero  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fome  farther  refolutions 

con,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  direfted  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con¬ 
grefs  being  read, 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 

morrow.  r  r  u 

% 

.  Reflect,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  conjidera- 
tI0^  the  sports  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


vv  LDNi- SDA  y,  June  5,  1776. 


A  letter  of  the  2d  from  major  general  Putnam,  with  fundry  let- 
ters  and  papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  •  ’ 
hefohed.  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifon- 


A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Greenwich  in  Cumberland  coun- 

ty,  in  New-Jcrfey,  dated  the  3d,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

rend,  inarming  that  the  /loop  Betfy  and  Ann,  B.  T.  mafter  •  was 

arrived  therefrom  Bermudas,  with  tyoobufhels  of  fait,  and  two 

puncheons  of  rum,  which  he  is  deftrous  of  exchanging  for  provi- 

,,>n3»  w‘llc"  tl"-'  inhabitants  of  Bermudas  are  in  extreme  want  of- 
whereupon,  * 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  mafter  be  allowed  to  exchange  his  cargo 
for  provifions,  and  to  export  the  fame  under  the  iiifpeiftion  and  di¬ 
ne  ■  ion  of  the  committee  of  Greenwich,  who  are  delired  to  take  an 
oath  or  fuch  other  fecurity  as  they  think  proper  of  the  faid  mafter 
that  he  will  carry  the  fame  to  the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  and  will 

ufe  lus  utmoft  endeavours  to  avoid  all  Englifh  men  of  war  and  cut- 
ters. 


Congrefs 
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Congrefs  took  into  confutation  the  report  from  the  committee 

°f  ft  A/S/1'  TlS ^"committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  what 
is  XU  be  done  with  perfons  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy 

Mr- Rui- 

matters  general,  deputy  adjutants  general,  and  deputy  muftei  ma  - 
ers  o-eneral  make  regular  returns  and  reports  to  Congrefs,  and  to  the 
refpeftive  officers  to  whom  they  are  deputies,  at  leaft  once  a  me ,  , 
and  that  the  principals  alfo  make  returns  to  Congrefs  at  the  lame. 

P  That  the  pay  matter  general,  and  the  deputy  pay  matters  genc''3,> 
make  monthly  returns  to  Congrefs  of  their  expenditures,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  military  chefts  in  their  feveral  departments.  # 

That  the  flying  camp  be  under  the  command  of  fuch  contmenta 
general  officers  as  the  commander  in  chief  ffiall  direett :  _ 

S  That  expreffes  be  eftabliffied  between  the  feveral  continental  polls 
That  the  militia  when  in  fervice  be  regularly  paid  and  vidualled 

in  the  fame  manner  as  the  continental  troops: 

That  the  aids  de  camp  of  the  commander  in  chief  rank  as  lieu 

tenant  colonels ; 

That  the  aids  de  camp  of  major  generals  rank  as  majors: 

That  RobertHanfon  Harrifon,Efq;  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant 

colonel  in  the  continental  army  : 

That  the  affiftant  quarter  mailers  be  allowed  captains  pay  : 

That  the  pay  of  regimental  furgeons  be  augmented  to  thirty  three 

dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  a  montn.  . 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  to  confift  of  one  member  from  each 
colony  be  appointed  to  confider  of  ways  and  means  of  eftablilhing 
expreffes  between  the  feveral  continental  polls: 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Woolcot,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  W.  Livingftori,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Rodney,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr,  Hewes.  Mr.  Lynch,  jun. 

and  Mr.  Gwinnet.  ,  , 

Congrefsthen  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  an  adjutant  general,  and 

quarter  matter  general,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  111  thofe  offices, 

when  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Jofeph  Reed,  Efq.  was  elefted  adjutant  general,  and 
Stephen  Moylan,  Efq.  was  eledled  quarter  matter  general. 
Refolved,  That  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq.  have  the  pay  of  125  dollars 

a  month,  and  the  rank  of  a  colonel  : 

That  Stephen  Moylan,  Efq.  have  the  pay  of  So  dollars  a  month, 

and  the  rank  of  colonel. 

Refolved >  That  the  eleftion  of  major  generals  be  poftponed.  ^ 
Refolved ,  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  appointed  to  any  place  oi  pro..*, 
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of  the  coLnieq011  t0  fC  aPPointed  have  a  majority  of  the  voices 
Coni  , 7  reprefent^d  at  the  time  °f  the  election. 

when  die  ballots  bdno'uke^ttfono  ' ^°"  °f  tW0.  br,Sadier  Sf"erals 
leded:  G  ken  tile  Showing  gentlemen  were  duly  e- 

J°hn  Whitecombe,  Efq. 

Hugh  Mercer,  Efq. 

beingepo0ftdponed.the  ^  feVeral  matters  to  thi.  day  referred 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to  morrow. 

/ 

Thursday,  Ju?ieb.  t 776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz 
wo  from  major  gen  Schuyler  of  the  3  ill  May,  and  ift  Tune- 
M O'.e  from  the  comm.ffioners  in  Canada',  of  the  27th  and^thof 

ofSTJ:°andS2eoihUM  h°mai’  °f  wh!ch  ^'o  to  the  commiffioners 
Of  the  fame  month  *’ ^  ^  l°  ge',eral  W°oftel'  °f  **  *7* 

Three  from  brigadier  general  Arnold  of  the  i7th  2cth  and  27th  of 
1-J.n  ,  to  the  commifiioners  in  Canada,  inclofing  a  cartel  entered  into 
between  h,m  and  capt.  Fuller  for  exchange  ofprifoner'  : 

to  thecoZiEr  Senera‘  Th°mpf0n  °f  the  25th  of  f-d  month 

to  gfetf  Wa^inVton:  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  be  fent 

tohX^  directed  immediately  torepair 

1  hat  the  letters  received  and  read  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
11  v  e  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr  Sherman,  Mr  Wythe,  Mr  Seargeant, 

1  Ir.  1  .  Lee  ,  and  ivlr.  Gvvinnet.  ^ 

The  draught  of  a  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  the  indians  beino-  read 
was  agreed  to:  *> 

Rejohed,  l  hat  the  delivery  of  it  be  deferred  for  fome  days. 

J  ne  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

caPtam  Wllliam  Welt,  for  expences  in  condu&ing  money  to 
U  jlinmfburg,  horfe  hire,  &c.  included,  the  fum  of  2194  °  dollars: 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  twenty  one  days  hire  of  his  waggon  and 
hones  carrying  money  to  Virginia,  the  fum  of  42  dollars: 

To  benjamin  Towne,  the  fum  of  26  *  7  dollars  for  cartouch. 

boxes,  being  fo  much  paid  him  lefs  than  the  price  contra&ed  for  : 

1  o  Robert  Porter,  for  accoutrements  for  colonel  Hartley’s  reo-i- 
ment,  the  fum  of  i8_i£  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  lie 
charged  to  the  faid  regiment; 

To  John  Kuntz,  the  fum  of  2 1±  ^  dollars,  of  which  fum  there  is 

due 
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due  for  entertaining  general  Lee's  guards  the  fum  of  i0^  dollars, 
and  for  expreffes,  the  fum  of  10^  dollars:  ^ 

To  Michael  Stadleman,  for  entertaining  general  Lee  s  guai  ?  t  e 
r  m  of  1 1  3  9_  dollars : 

To  Beniamin  Smith,  for  board  and  accomodations  for  pn  oners 

„  fum  of  3  ■  A  doll,,.,  which  became  due  before  .h= 

rtgubtioo  of  Congref.  determining  the  price  of  their  oar  ,  too 

plaFm-  exoences  in  apprehending  Henry  Edwin  Stanhope  and  George 
r  hrvP  who  broke  their  parole  and  ran  away  from  NoithamptO 
Sdffii  Z  torn  Of  P„,  .  doll,,,  and  that  the  fame  ongnt 

to  be  charged  to  the  faid  Stanhope  and  Gregory  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  '^jnded  fundry  gentlemen 

officers  for  the  Ihips  building  or  built  for 

That  Thomas  Thompfon  be  appointed  captain  of  the 

frigate  built  in  New  Haraplhire: 

John  Hopkins  and  7  for  thofe  building  in  Rhode  Ifland: 

ChHfteophermMnier  for  one  of  thofe  building  at  New  York: 
Nicholas  Biddle  A 

John  Barry  f  for  t}10fe  building  In  Philadelphia  : 

Thomas  Read  Q 

Charles  Alexander  j  .  .  , 

James  Nlcholfon  for  that  budding  m  Maryland.  f 

Refolved,  That  the  names  of  the  thirteen  frigates  be  the  Congreis, 

S  E;.gom.r“  Vatrcn/Botlo,,,  Vitgioia,  Ptovidcacc,  and 

BeRefbhed,  That  Ifrael  Turner  be  firft  lieutenant,  Jofeph  Doble  fe- 
conT lieutenant,  Mark  Dennet  third  lieutenant  of  capt  Manly  s  (hip. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  affix  the 
names  to  each  particular  fhip,  and  determine  the  veffel,  which 

Ca  That  the°nwrine  committee  be  impowered  and  direfted  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  building  two  more  Ihips  oi  war  and  their  lue  and 

rtVRefih?d°,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  railing  ten  millions  of  dollars 

voted  the  6th.  of  May  :  0  T  •  •  a  Mr 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Braxton,  Mr.  R.  Livjngfton,  and  Mr. 

^ReThed,  That  Doftor  Jonathan  Potts  be  employed  as  a  phyfician 

find  furgeon  in  the  Canada  department,  or  at  lake  George  as  the 

geu 
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Sea.3' Strill  LUt  that  th'S  aPP°'ntment  not  Supercede 

wafStf’i  That  3n  €X,rrl  bC  fent  to  Hugh  Mercer,  Efq;  who 
an‘d  J ap.porlat'd.  2  bnSad'er  general, '.with  his  commiffion, 

Newark  "  ‘mmcdwtdy  to  reP-  ^0  head  quarters  at 

ancfreadC:m°r‘al  °f  JaC°b  Ummenfett e*  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 

0bt"i"d”  lhe  ?«»»■»  .pp°i...d  ,o  CO,. 

bd"3 


^  Friday>  June  7,  1776.  ' 

Hnn.e-  coramittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Efeck 

“k?:  commouore  of  the  continental  fleet,  dated  Providence, 

i  rt:  ’  >r0uoht  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  confi- 

deration  was  agreed  to  ;  whereupon 

Refihed,  That  Mr.  Charles  Walker  of  New-Providence,  be  paid 
tne  va.ue  of  the  (loop  Endeavour,  as  alfo  of  four  tons  of  lignumP  vi- 
t  :,  and  one  hundred  cedar  pofts,  taken  by  the  faid  commodore, 
to.  the  life  o  the  colonies,  and  the  damages  the  faid  Walker  has 
Juitained  by  the  taking  and  detention  of  the  faid  veffei,  lignum  vitae 

a  pofts ;  the  faid  Walker  giving  a  full  acquittance  for  the  faid 
veil  .  I,  goods  and  damages. 

Rehived,  That  the  governor  of  the  colony  of  Conneaicut  be  re- 
quelted  to  appoint  judicious  and  difinterefted  perfons  to  appraife 
the  veflel  and  goods  aforefaid,  at  the  time  when  they  were  taken 
for  the  iervicc  of  the  colonies,  and  to  eftimate  the  full  damao-es  fuf- 
tauied  by  the  faid  Walker,  and  report  to  this  Congrefs  forthwith, 
that  t.ie  laid  Walker  may  be  indemnified  by  this  Congrefs 

Refohcd,  That  the  faid  Walker  have  his  election  to  receive  his 
vc  id  again,  and  the  hire  ofther,  and  his  damao-es,  or  the  value  of 
her  to  be  ascertained  as  aforffaid. 


Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  resolutions  of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  receding  the 
battalions  raifed  m  that  colony,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refolvedy  I  hat  it  be  recommitted. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  complaint  is  made  with  refped  to 
Liie  powder  manufadured  at  Ofwald  Eve’s  mill: 

licfolved ,  1  hat  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingfton 
be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  defed,  and  take  meafures  to 

have  it  remedied. 

Cert;  in  rtfoliitions  refpeding  Independency  being  moved  and 
feconded, 

Rcjblvcd ,  that  the  confideration  of  them  be  referred  till  to-mor¬ 
row  morning  ;  and  that  the  members  be  enjoined  to  attend  pundu- 

ally 
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a„y  at  ten  o'clock,  in  order  to  take  the  fame  into  their  confidera- 

tion.  .  ,  referred  the  confideration  of  the 

a,S”, the  bills  of  credit  emitted  b,  Co„8„f„ 

'rs&a  3SU  rot  «;;=»g  , 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  aay  leterie  g  I  r 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  June  8.  177^* 

Refolved,  That  the  refolutior.s  receding  Independency  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  £  J  SSa  Lmitt«  of  the  whole, 
,«S.rZ:  timethc  frcfrd,-. 

,if„„  reported  that  the  —  “t"  Cany  refoluti.n 

matter  to  them  referret ,  leave  "to  fit  auain  on  Monday. 

the70;V  y]‘ itafthirCongrefs  will  on  Monday  next,  at  10  o’clock, 
rrfSSif  i»Z...T  tee  of  .be  .hole,  to  ..be  »»  •<-  ^ 

*h TpS"”" jirCr  Jof.pb  Deane,  and  Willi.ir.  Er- 

Th^feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  10,  I77^- 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 

Two  from  general  Walhmgton  of  the  7th  and  8th,  togeU... 
with  copies  of  twenty  one  letters  and  papers  from  general  Schuy.ei 

anOnehfrom  the  commiffioners  in  Canada,  of  the  .7th  of  May ;  and 

TJTrC ^thffaidTeui'sand  papers  be  referred  to  the 
Kefohed,  6tll  to  confider  fundry  letters  that 

committee  appointed,  on  tne  > 

letter  from  Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  «preffing  his  grateful 
thanks  to  Congrefs 

mafter  general  ;  and  a  lettei  trom  tne  cu 
the  -jth  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

4L7, That  the  pay  of  °b.  continental  .rn.pt  m  be 
department  be  henceforth  the  fame  as  that  of  the  tioops  m 

caitern.  Refolved 


% 
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deputy  pay^  JaftaeVgeTeraI0forbtheSrd  f'  ^  aPP°'ntment  of  a 
Ao-reeahlp  f .  a  l  *  the  eaflcrn  department. 

of  the  whole  to  fike'into  [e*°lved  itfeJf  into  a  committee 

St t£r : 

and  have  come  to  a refolut  on  ,1  C  I".8^  referred  t0  them, 
report.  ^^tion  thereon,  which  they  direfted  him  to 

being Cread°IUtl0n  ‘°  “  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs 

r."ftLTt“Lv;£"f,,',ofll,e  "  b«  r •«- 

that  no  time  be  loft  in  cafe  the  fd"  ^  and  ln  tbe  mean  while, 

mittee  be  appointed  o  ,  aSree  ther«°>  that  a  com- 

{■a  j'.n  f  .  d  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  the  effe&nfthp 
laid  hrft  rcfolut.on,  which  is  in  thefe  words  «  TU  ,  t  , 

«  ftat0sTSthIte’thenyda°re  Si  Zf  *°  tV™  “d 

::  zi  «d?-  Is 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  S  P  P  ‘ 

Tuesday,  June  ij.  1776. 

^  "  o  letters  of  tne  nth  and  10th  from  P’enpral  WTifU' 

S  Tenerr  f rred  H  f"  7^“  apP°in*d  °n  the  ^  °" 

A  letter  from  H.  E.  Stanhope  of  the  nfli  j  r 

Webb  of  the  1  2th  of  May,  both  dated  from  North amptonToaf ' 
alto  one  from  Mrs.  Connolly,  were  read  :  P  G  > 

nfrZi’  I'l,at  thefe  be.referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners 
Refolved  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conf.der  of 
a  compenfation  to  the  fecretary  for  his  fervices  • 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
tua  m er,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
1  cnnfylvaiua  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  paid 
the  md.an  interpreter  for  his  fervices,  and  to  defray  his  expences. 

1  X  Prt  1  01  unbans  being,  provided,  they  were  called  in, 
and  the  ipccch  agreed  to  was  delivered  as  follows  : 

“  f ro*bcr8’  We  hoPe  the  friendfliip  that  is  between  you  and  us 
will  he  firm,  and  continue  as  long  as  the  fun  (hall  fhine,  and  the 
waters  run,  that  vve  and  you  may  be  as  one  people,  and  have  but 
one  heart,  and  be  kind  to  one  another  as  brethren. 

Brothers,  I  he  king  of  Grcat-Britain  hearkening  to  the  evil 
council  of  fomc  of  his  foolilh  young  men,  is  angry  with  us,  be- 

caufe 


207 


June,  1776. 


caufe  we  will  not  let  him  take  away  from  us  our  land  and  all  that 
we  have,  and  give  it  to  them,  and  becaufe  we  will  not  do  every 
thhm  that  he  bids  us,  and  hath  hindered  h.s  people  h  orn  bringing 
Lods  to  us,  but  we  have  made  provifion  for  getting  fuch  a  quanti¬ 
ty  of  them,  that  we  hope  we  fhall  be  able  to  lupply  your  wants  as 


formerly.  .  . 

Brothers,  We  fhall  order  all  our  warriors  and  young  men  not 

to  hurt  you  or  any  of  your  kindred,  and  we  hope  you  wi  nvt 
fuffer  any  of  your  young  men  to  join  with  our  enemies,  or  to  do  a- 
ny  wrong  to  us,  that  nothing  may  happen  to  make  any  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  us.  „  .  1  .  , 

Brothers,  We  defire  you  to  accept  a  few  neceflanes,  which  we 

prefent  you  with,  as  tokens  of  our  good  will  towards  you.’’ 

The  prefents  being  delivered,  the  indian  chief  begged  leave  to 
<rive  a  name  to  the  president ;  the  fame  being  granted,  an  Onon  a- 
go  chief  arofe,  and  fainted  the  preiident  by  the  name  of  Karan- 
duaan,  or  the  Great  Tree ,  by  which  name  he  informed  him  toe 
prefident  will  be  known  among  the  fix  nations. 

After  which  the  indianstook  their  leave  and  withdrew. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan,  dated  at  St.  Johns, 
June  1,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  Shee  and  colonel  Magaw,  be  ordeied 
immediately  to  march  with  their  regiments  to  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  lend  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  four  tons  of  powder. 

Refolved ,  That  letters  be  fent  by  exprefs  to  the  feveral  colonies 
who  are  to  furnifh  militia  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  acquaint¬ 
ing  them  of  the  neceffity  of  forwarding  the  fupplies  with  all  poiTi- 
ble  difpatch. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  for  preparing  the  declaration  con- 
fifl  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Frank¬ 


lin,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingflon.  . 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digefl 
the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  thefe  colo¬ 
nies.  , 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be 

propofed  to  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  two  of  the  commif- 
fioners  being  arrived  from  Canada,  attended  and  gave  an  account 
of  their  proceedings,  and  the  flate  of  the  army  in  that  counti  y. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  June  12,  1776. 

Colonel  Roberdeau,  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  privateeis 

which  have  taken  fome  prizes,  on  board  of  which  was  a  quantity 

of 
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thel^ofeTy^loL^nTtTth^  22’°°0,  J'av’ng  tendered  to  Congrefs 
credit  :  °  ^  them,  in  exchange  for  continental  bills  of 

■fi  fo,1rh°  ™,!”f'Cr",h"d’  •"“*  ft*  *PPlic*tio"  ■« 

^ong  iefo  proceeded  to  the  eledtion  of  a  deputy  nav  moftp 
ral  for  the  eaftern  department,  and  the  ballots  bein/taken  Sene" 
Eoenezer  Hancock  was  eleded  unanimoufly.  S 
Refolved,  l  hatthefum  of  150,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Mr  E 

.~P~„  f°r  **  * of  ,he 

May  laft  was  referred,  br^gh^Th^^  « 

into  confideration ;  whereupon,  1  taken 

Sei’eral  Wafhington  be  direfted  to  order  the  rif- 
7nl  ft  r  K  me."  r °"gWg  l°  the  riffle  ^Iment  as  will  not  re- 
of  the  mSit^chfft  :  ’  ^  ^  ^  ^  the  Payment  out 

1  hat  the  riffle  reoImei,t  be  allowed  a  drummer  and  fifer  to  each 
company  :  LU  cacn 

That  9000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hand,  to  purchafe  an 

Z  for  thy.fe  regiment,  the  faid  fum  to  be  flopped  out  of 
uhe  pay  of  the  faid  regiment. 

Rfolved,  That  captain  Grier,  who  is  returned  from  Virginia 
with  his  detachment  and  a  number  of  recruits,  be  direded  to  ioin 
the  battalions  on  their  march  to  New- York,  and  that  Mr  C 
Wharton  be  direfted  to  fupply  them  with  rations. 

AVA.W,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  Magaw  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  the  19 1  mufkets  fent 
up  by  captain  Barry.  y  L 

Refolved %  I  hat  the  committee  to  prepare  and  digefl  the  form  of 

a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  thefe  colonies,  conlift  of 
'  a  member  from  each  colony  : 

The  members  appointed,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams  Mr. 
u.pkms,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Dickinfon, 
Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  E.  Rut- 
ledge,  and  Mr.  G  win  net. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be 
pro po led  to  foreign  powers  conlift  of  live  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  T. 
-Adams,  Mr.  Ilarrifon,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
a  war  office;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  Congrefs  be  appointed  by  the 
name  of  a  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  confift  of  five  members. 


That 
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™  r  t„rv  and  one  or  more  clerks  be  appointed  by  Con- 

That  a  fecretary,  fa board  in  executing 

^refs,  with  competent  falar.es,  to  afl.lt  the  laid 

the  bufmefs  of  their  department .  ,  ,  to  obtain  and  keep 

That  it  (hall  be  the  duty  of  1 the  fa.d  board, ^  ^  ^  ^ 

an  alphabetical  and  accuiate  rLS'  Tjnited  Colonies,  with  their 

the  land  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  ton  , 

rank  and  the  dates  of  their  refpeaive  comm.fl.oiis;  and  alio  regu 

dino*  in  the  different  departments  and  polls,  a  ^ 

returns  to  be  made  into  the  faid  war  office  :  *n 

That  they  lhal!  obtain  and  keep  exatt  accounts  of  all  the  a  - 

v  arms  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores,  belonging  o  .c 

Joionks  ’  and  of  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  places  where  the 
fame  (hall  from  time  to  time  be  lodged  and  employed  ;  and  that 
[hev  (hall  have  the  immediate  care  of  all  fuch  artillery,  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  and  warlike  ftores,  as  (hall  not  be  employed  m  aftu 
fervice;  for  preferring  whereof,  they _ (hall  have  power  to  hue 

Pr°ThartheyZ1lhaliahave  the  care  oPf  forwarding  all  difpatches  from 
Con-refs  to  the  colonies  and  armies,  and  all  monies  to  be  tran.mit- 
fed  for  the  public  fervice  by  order  of  Congrefs  ;  and  of  providing 
fuitable  efcorts  and  guards  for  the  fafe  conveyance  of  fuch  dit- 
patches  and  monies,  when  it  (hall  appear  to  them  to  be  neceflary  ; 

F  That  they  (hall  fuperintend  the  rafting,  fitting  out,  and  tin- 
patching  all  fuch  land  forces  as  may  be  ordered  for  the  fervice  ot 

the  United  Colonies  :  t  r 

That  they  {hall  have  the  care  and  direction  ot  all  priioneis  ot 

war,  agreeable  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  Congrefs  :  ^ 

That  they  (hall  keep  and  preferve  in  the  faid  office  in  regular  or¬ 
der,  ail  original  letters  and  papers,  which  {hall  come  into  the  raid 

.  c  r  it.  Cn  Avoll  nHn  rrmfip  all 
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office  by  order  of  Congrefs  or  otherwife,  and  fhall  alio  caufe 

J  ~  c  1  1  •  r  1  1  ^  _ J  fvnr.  -To  riKp/i 


draughts  of  letters  and  difpatches  to  be  made  or  tranfciibed  in 
books  to  be  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  and  {hall  caufe  fair  entries 
in  like  manner  to  be  made,  and  regifters  preferved  of  all  other  buh- 

nefs,  which  {hall  be  tranlhaed  in  the  faid  office  : 

That  before  the  fecretary  or  any  clerk  of  the  war  office  mall  en¬ 
ter  on  his  office,  they  fhall  refpeaively  take  and  fubferibe  the  fol¬ 
lowing  oath,  a  certificate  whereof  {hail  be  filed  in  the  faid  office,  . 

«  f  a.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  will  not  direaiy  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  divulge  any  matter  or  thing,  which  fhall  come  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  as  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  (or  clerk  of 
the  board  of  war  and  ordinance)  eftablifhed  by  Congieis,  without 
the  leave  of  the  faid  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  and  that  I  will 
faithfully  execute  my  faid  office  according  to  the  be fb  of  my  {kill 

and  judgment.  So  help  me  God.” 

Vol.  II.  D  d  That 
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ments,  and  provide  booH^a  ^  auth°rifed  to  hire  Stable  apart - 
tinental  expence  for  car rvi n  Pe"’ °ther  nec^arks  at  the  con- 

•rae  coii„«  s'xix  fo:;a',i"fi1"rv>f  "\b'd  °aa- 

ers  in  Canada,  and  maior  crenml  d  \  U,ers  ^ro.m  commiiiion- 

dofed  therein  were  referred,  brought  It’''*  the  Papers  en- 
read.  £ht  ln  their  report,  which  was 

i-gT  whSS fS  t0  Canada  a,f°  ^  in  a  report  in  writ- 

of  thiewhole  Congr!^.^  ^  rCp0rts  be  r'f«red  to  the  committee 

take  into  confideration^the  reports'to  ^ ^eomm|.ttee  °f  the  whole,  to 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  nrefnW  *  f  T  !*eferred’  and  after  fome 
■*»  ported,  .hilL  SSSr'  *»<>  Mr.  H,r- 

matters  referred  to  them  but  nil,  ?de  fome  Progrefs  in  the 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again.  avln2  hniPlec!>  directed  him  to 

into  ~a  committee  o'f 'tlie 'whole^  7'1!  t,°'morrow  agam  refolve  itfelf 
ration  the  reports  referred^  them  '  “t0  ^  ferth- 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  13,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M‘Kean  dated  2  o'clock  thi. 
letter  from  the  committee  of  Lewis-town  of  the  iTh™1"]?’  3 

before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  whereupon,  h’  where  laid 

R^fohed)  I  hat  the  fecret  committee  he  rhV^A  a  r 
ton  of  gun  powder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  0/°^^°"' 
he  £ot,  to  the  committee  of  fafetv  of  the  -  ^  to 

1W  Ilf,  Of  lie  militia  ,|„t 

a  fiat  it  be  recommended  to  the  afTembly  of  Pennfvl,.  •  • 

(batcly  to  order  a  battalion  of  the  provincial  riffle ^  imme- 

1  nat  it  he  recommended  to  the  afTemhlv  ^  . 

of  Delaware  government,  to  caufe  all  the  difaffi;fod  ffiTh^  ^*7 

ny  to  be  d.farmed  and  the  arms  to  be  difpofedhf  agreeable 
former  refolution  of  Congrefs:  1  agietame  to  a 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  riffle  battalion  of  nf  ♦ 
m  tins  city,  be  reqnefted  to  order  a  company  of  he  faid  fcl? " 
to  efcort  the  powder  fent  to  the  Delaware  Government  1  !I!°n 

fi.al  reach  the  provincial  battalion  of  riflemen  o-derc’d7  ‘7 
to  the  affiftance  of  the  Delaware  militia.  ’  J  march 

Cl  ^  lrt!CI  fr0m  Jamei  M‘Lene,  chairman  of  the  commltt  e 
Sliippenfburg,  enclofing  certain  refolutions  refpedinn.  fomT  . 
t  hey  have  flopped,  which  was 'fent  by  Mr.  L  M  ?ri  t  P° 
Morgnn,  Ef,;  i.  Pi.Hb.ig,  ^MUmC#***!* 

Rcfolvedy 
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Refolved  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer,  and  inform  the 
committee,’  that  the  powder  was  Cent  to  G.  Morgan,  Efq;  by  or¬ 
der  of  Congrefs,  and  requeft  them  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  have 
the  fame  forwarded  with  all  fafety  and  difpatch  to  Mr.  Morgan  at 

A  letter  of  the  1  ith  from  the  convention  of  New-York  was  alfo 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  6th. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  flop  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  any  falted  provifions,  which  they  may  have  ordered  to 
be  made  from  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  100  lb. 
of  powder  to  the  order  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contradt  for 
the  calling  of  cannon. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  6co  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  captain  James  Grier,  he  to  be  accountable  for 
the  fame,  and  to  render  an  account  thereof  to  the  paymafter  gene¬ 
ral,  upon  his  arrival  at  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and 
ordinance,  be  at  the  rate  of  800  dollars  a  year. 

Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to 
form  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  the  following  members  were 
chofen, 

Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and 


Mr.  E.  Rutledge  : 


Richard  Peters,  Efq;  was  eledled  fecretary  of  the  faid  board. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Dodlor 
Benjamin  Allifon,  as  furgeon  to  the  fir  ft  Pennfyl  vania  battalion 
now  in  Canada, 

George  Tudor,  to  be  captain  of  the  company  lately  commanded 
by  Walter  Stewart,  in  the  third  Pennfylvania  battalion, 

Mr.  John  Duguid,  as  a  firft  lieutenant  in  the  faid  third  batta¬ 
lion, 

Mr.  Herman  Stout,  as  a  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  faid  battalion, 

And  Mr.  Andrew  Gray  don,  as  an  enfign  in  the  faid  battalion  : 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commifiions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  to  them  referred, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  fome 
farther  progrefs  in  the  matters  referred  to  them,  bijt  not  having 
yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera¬ 
tion  the  reports  to  them  referred. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  that  complaints  are  made  a- 
gainft  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  captain  Saltonftal,  and  capt.  Whip¬ 
ple, 
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/°/  or^ers  ar,d  other  mal-pra<ffices ;  whereupon, 

ej°  ve  ,  That  the  marine  committe  be  directed  to  inform  com? 
u  °  oie  ..  Hopkins,  captain  Saltonftal,  and  captain  Whipple,  of 
e  comp  aints  lodged  again  ft  them,  and  order  them  immediately 
°  repair  to  Philadelphia,  to  anfwer  for  their  conduct. 

xfJ°  Ve.d'  in  ca^e  ^le  enemy  s  hiips  of  war  attempt  to  come 

‘V1™  c  a\vare,  that  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered 
and  d! refifed  to  deliver  fuch  a  quantity  of  powder  as  they  (hall 
judge  neceffary  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  14,  j  776. 

Refolded,  That  an  order  for  1500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  George  Evans,  commiffary  ;  for  the  ufe  of 

the  continental  troops  in  Delaware  government,  he  to  be  account¬ 
able. 

-A  letter  ofthe  joth  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Maryland, 
as  laid  before  Cougrefs  and  read;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  16th  of 
May  fiom  the  commiflioners  in  Canada,  recommending  major  Du¬ 
bois  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  for  promotion. 

Refereed,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  barracks  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  deliver  the  prifoner  in  his  cuitody  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
off  ennly  Ivania,  who  are  defired  to  treat  him  agreeable  to  former 
refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

A  letter  ofthe  1 3th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  two  let¬ 
ters  from  major  general  Schuyler  of  the  8th,  and  fundry  other 
letters  and  papers  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  {landing  committee 
on  indian  affairs,  and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  fit  forth¬ 
with. 

A  letter  ofthe  13th  from  W.  Livingfton,  inclofing  a  letter 
from  Thomas  Little  of  the  2d,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  r 
Refolved ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  remedy  the  defeats  ofthe  powder  manufactured  at 
Mr.  O.  Eve’s  mill. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington  ofthe  9th  and  10th,  and  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of 
the  convention  of  New-York,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confederation  ;  whereupon, 
Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  the  co¬ 
lony  of  New-York,  to  make  effedlual  provifion  for  detecting,  re- 
ffraining,  and  punching  difaffcCted  and  dangerous  perfons  in  that 
colony,  and  to  prevent  all  perfons  from  having  any  intercourfe  or 
correfpondence  with  the  enemy;  and  that  general  Wafhington  af¬ 
ford  his  aid  therein,  when  neceffary. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  great 
quantities  of  falted  beef  and  pork  have  been  purchafed  for  exporta- 
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don  which  if  not  reftrained  may  render  the  fupplies  of  the  army  dif- 
fieult  and  uncerta.n  ^  ^  ^  fa]ted  beef  or  pork,  except  as  much 

t  be  ’neceVary  for  the  ufe  of  the  crew,  be  exported  from  any 
of  the^UidtedColonies in  any  veffel,  under  any  pretence  whatever, 
i-inp  further  order  of  this  Congrefs.  .  ,  r 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  of  a  compensation  to  the  fe- 
e  Jary  3s  fervicPes,  brought  in  their  report,  wh.ch  was  agreed 

W  TlS  thTfum  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars  be  granted  and 
•Vlnr  nf  fhe  miblic  treafury  to  Charles  Thompfon,  fecretary  to 
tPhe  United  Colonies,  in  coniideration  of  his  faithful  fervices  for  one 

7  The  commit^ t^thoTgeVeral  Wafhington’s  letter  of  the  1 5th, 
and^najorgeneral  Schuyler’ Fof  the  8th,  were  referred  brought  m 
their  report  which  was  taken  into  conf, deration :  whereupon , 

R  I  d  That  general  Schuyler  and  the  other  comm.ffioners  for 

JSfSELi.  *5 k  d,reatl 'mr„  0“ ' y- 

to  hold  a  conference  with  the  fix  nations;  to  engage 

tereft  upon  the  bell  terms  that  can  be  procured,  and  ti  eat  with  the  1 

on  the  principles  and  in  the  decifive  manner  mentioned  in  his  letter. 

ThatPgenerPal  Schuyler’s  preparations  for  immediately  taking  poll 
at  fort  sfanwix  and  erefting  a  fortification  there  be  approved  of; 
and  that  general  Walhington  be  inftrufted  to  give  him  dircftion,  for 

Ccirrvmff  thcit  mecifure  into  execution.  ,1 

Moled,  That  the  committee  on  fpies  be  direfted  to  wife  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  to  make  fuch  additions  and  alterations 
as  they  may  judge  proper,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Congrets  fo 

,kl SSlh  *•*,  was prefented  to  tw*  and  read : 
Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on i  ipieb. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvama  was  pre¬ 
fented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  a  committee  of  the 
affembly  accompanied  by  the  general  officers  lately  in  town,  and 
fldlful  engineer,  have  viewed  the  river  Delaware,  and 
tions  and  defences  erefled  at  the  expence  of  the  colony  of  Pcnfylva- 
nia.to  oppofe  and  prevent  the  paffage  ofthe  enemy  s  ffiips  ,  and  that 
they  have  judged  it  neceffary  for  farther  fecunty  that  a  redoubt 
fiiould  be  erected  at  Billingfport  on  the  New-Jerfey  hde,  and  that  a 
boom  fhould  be  there  thrown  acrofs,  or  fome  other  obit,  uctions  hxed 
in  the  channel ;  and  praying  as  the  p  ace  for  the  redoubt  is  out  of 
their  government  and  as  their  colony  has  expended  a  very  large  u 
for  the  defence  of  the  river,  that  the  Congrefs  would  d.reft  the  works 

to  be  done  at  the  continental  expence;  whereupon,  . 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvama  be  >m- 
powered,  9t  the  continental  expence,  to  ered  the  redoubt  and  to 
fix  the  boom  or  other  obftru&ions  at  the  places  aforefaid. 
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Rejolvedy  That  Bimothy  Matlaclc  PIS  u  j*  n 

Thoma.  Mayberry  of  MoYntholIv  the  ^  1'^  t0  Wnte  to 
to  fend  down  to  him  five “on.  of  Ihl  ;  ^  °f  Aeet  iron« 

paid  on  the  delivery  -  and  tint  Mr  M  ,  0"’  for  which  he  will  be 
the  faid  iron,  andTllver  it  ouY V ^at]a-kbe  direfted  to  receive 

Bales,  and  receive  the  kettles  as  fall  as  mYdn  Wanted  l°  Th0,M8 
ie  m  liters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  • 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  P  ' 

Saturday,  June  ij.  i776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Cono-refs  and  rend  ,  • 

*»  gcnt„,  x 

One  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  loth  wi.hr  n 

incloftd  :  ’  WIth  fundl7  papers 

One  from  David  \Vaterbury  of  the  6th,  with  accounts  int  lofed 

-  ff{Ved’  1  h.at  t,le  letter  D.  Waterbury,  with  the  ac  1  ' 

inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims.  * 

•  ,A  'etter  Pr°,m  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  of  the  cth 
informing  of  the  arrival  of  five  tons  of  powder,  on  account  of Yhe’ 
comment,  was  read  •  whereupon,  * 

Re/ched,  That  one  half  of  the  faid  continental  powder  be  left  in 

h:lf“  10  the  commanding6  officer 

Rsfohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confident, or .the  1  ate  of  Georgia,  and  report  thereon  to  Cong  eP- 

Adams mCR1  3  6,1  Mr‘  H°pkinS>  Ml%  Marrifon  and  Mr.  S.' 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended 
hir.  Heftor  M‘Neal  to  command  the  frigate  Bofton  • 

Mr.  jonn  Brown  to  be  lieutenant  of  the  fame; 

YrYYom  G!‘ennf1  t0  command  the  frigate  Montgomery  • 
Refilved,  1  hat  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffiont  be  orant- 
ed  to  them  accordingly.  ^ 

A  memorial  from  the  owners  of  four  private  fiiips  of  war,  fitted 
am  lining  out  in  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  to  Congrcfs  and  read- 
Ordered  to  he  on  the  table.  ° 

1  he  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

I- or  expences  of  lick  men  belonging  to  the  6th  Pcnnfy’lvam'a  bat- 
ta.ion,  the  fum  of  58.*..°  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  captain  Samuel  Bcsiezet  : 
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To  Hugh  Hodge,  for  fundry  necdfaries  for  the  Tick  of  the  third 
Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  34!.^.  dollars: 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mailer,  for  tranfporting  falt-petre 
from  Egg-harbour  to  Cooper’s  ferry,  the  fum  of  2ioLfL  dollars  : 

To  Peter  Agnew,  for  repairing  arms  for  the  fifth  Pennfylvania 
battalion,  the  fum  of  iiiA  dollars. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  That  Peter  Noble,  a  fol- 
dier  belonging  to  colonel  Hinman’s  battalion,  (captain  Wat. Con’s 
company)  who  was  taken  prifoner  near  Montreal,  with  colonel 
Eathan  Aden,  ought  to  have  the  fum  of  40  dollars  advanced  to 
him  and  his  receipt  taken  for  the  fame,  as  part  of  his  pay. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  a  number  of  officers, 
whofe  men  left  them  lail  winter  in  Canada,  and  who  remained  and 
ferved  there  during  the  whole  winter,  were  returned,  and  were  de- 
firous  of  being  fome  way  employe  d  and  provided  for  : 

Refolved ,  That  this  cafe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  or¬ 
dinance,  who  are  defired  to  fit  as  foon  as  conveniently  they  can, 
and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prelident  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  de¬ 
firing  that  he  will  deliver  to  the  agent  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  cannon  and  trucks  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be 
taken  from  New-London,  and  that  he  be  informed  the  Congrefs 
expert  this  refolution  will  be  immediately  complied  with. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letters  from  governor  Trumbull,  general 
Wafhington  and  general  Schuyler,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordinance. 

Refolved ,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  general  W  a  filing- 
ton’s  letters  of  the  9t.l1  and  10th,  which  was  left  unfinifhed,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  amendments  moved  and  feconded,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  conlideration  the  reports  referred  to  them, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fun- 
dry  refolutions  thereon,  which  they  ordered  him  to  report ;  but 
not  having  yet  finifhed,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  delivered  in, 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  digefl  and 
arrange  the  feveral  refolutions  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs;  and  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole  be  difeharged  of  the  reports,  fo  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  cartel  entered  into  between  brigadier  general  Arnold  and 
captain  Forfter  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  and  that  the  fame  be 
referred  to  the  committee  now  to  be  appointed: 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Pame* 
and  Mr.  Middleton. 

.  Rtfolved,  I  hat  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  again  refolve 
l^felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
h deration  the  reports  to  them  referred. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  17.  1776. 

A  lettei  of  the  7th  of  May  from  brigadier  general  Armflronp*  ' 
and  one  of  the  6th  of  June  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

1  he  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  letter  from  go¬ 
vernor  Irumbull  of  the  10th  of  June  was  referred,  brought  in  their 
rep 01 1,  which  was  taken  into  conhderation  ;  whereupon, 

Kefoivel ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  alfembly 
of  Conne&icut,  to  fend  the  two  battalions  mentioned  in  the  faid 
letter  as  railed,  one  for  Bolton,  and  one  for  New-York,  into  Ca- 
nnxLi  foi  tn with,  as  propofed  in  the  faid  letter  ;  and  that  a  battalion 
of  militia  be  lent  to  Bolton,  inltead  of  the  one  intended  for  that 
place  : 

That  blank  commifiions  be  fent  to  governor  Trumbull,  for  the 
officers  of  the  battalion  intended  for  New-York;  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gency  requiring  this  meafure,  the  fame  not  to  be  drawn  into  pre¬ 
cedent  : 

That  10,500  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  delegates  of 
Connecticut,  to  be  fent  to  that  colony,  to  defray  the  expences  of 
railing  the  faid  regiment : 

That  governor  Trumbull  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  provifion  made  by  the  late  aft  of  alfembly  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  for  the  purpofe  of  engaging  one  third  of  the  militia  on 
the  fea  coalt,  and  one  fourth  in  the  interior  part  of  that  colony, 
for  the  defence  thereof,  and  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  will  bv 
no  means  anfwer  the  object  the  Congrefs  had  in  view  by  their  refo- 
lution  of  the  3d  of  June  ;  and  requeil  that  fuch  heps  be  taken  by 
the  alfembly  of  that  colony,  as  fhall  feem  to  them  moll  likely  to 
carry  into  effect  the  faid  requisition. 

Refolved ,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  the  officers  appointed 
by  the  afTembly  of  Connecticut  for  the  regiment  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  that  colony,  for  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecrct  committee  be  directed  to  fell  two  tons 
of  gun -powder  to  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  for  the  ufe  of  their 
militia. 

The  committee  appointed  to  digeffc  and  methodize  the  refoluti- 
ons  entered  into  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  having  performed 
that  fervice,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  an  experienced  general  be  immediately  fent  into 
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Canada  with  power  to  appoint  a  deputy  adjutant-general,  a  depu¬ 
ty  mufter-mafter  general,  and  fuch  other  officers  as  he  ffiall  find 
neceffary  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the 
army  in  Canada,  and  notify  the  fame  to  Congrefs  for  their  appro¬ 
bation  ;  that  he  alfo  have  power  to  fufpend  any  officer  there,  till 
the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  be  known,  he  giving  his  reafons  for  fo 
doino-  in  the  orders  of  fufpenfion,  and  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs  as 
foon  as  poffible,  the  charge  againft  fuch  officer  ;  provided,  that  this 
power  of  fufpending  officers'and  filling  up  vacancies,  ffiall  not  be 
continued  beyond  the  firft  day  of  October  next : 

That  general  Waffiington  be  dire&ed  to  fend  major  general 
Gates  into  Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  pro¬ 


vince 


That  no  officer  futtle  or  fell  to  the  foldiers,  on  penalty  of  being 
fined  one  month’s  pay,  and  difmiffed  the  fervice  with  infamy,  on 
conviction  before  a  court-martial  : 

That  the  baggage  of  officers  and  foldiers  be  regulated  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  rules  in.  the  Britiffi  armies  : 

That  all  fales  of  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing*  and  accoutre¬ 
ments  made  by  foldiers,  be  void: 

That  no  troops  employed  in  Canada  be  diffianded  there  ;  that 
all  foldiers  in  Canada  ordered  to  be  diffianded,  or,  whofe  times  of 
inliftment  being  expired,  ffiall  refufe  to  re-inlift,  ffiall  be  fent  under 
proper  officers  to  Ticonderoga,  or  fuch  other  poll  on  the  lakes  as 
the  general  ffiall  direCt,  where  they  ffiall  be  mullered,  and  the 
arms,  accoutrements,  blankets,  and  utenfils  which  they  may  have 
belonging  to  the  public,  ffiall  be  delivered  up,  and  depolited  in  the 
public  ftore  : 

That  a  deputy  mufter-mafter  general  be  immediately  fent  into 
Canada : 

That  the  local  commiflaries  and  quarter-mafters,  appointed  at 
the  different  garrifons  or  polls,  ffiall  make  weekly  returns  to  the  ge¬ 
neral,  of  the  provifions  and  ftores  in  the  places  at  which  they  may 
happen  to  be  ftationed  : 

That  the  general  officers,  deputy  quarter- mailer  general,  local 
commiflaries,  pay-mafter  in  Canada,  and  all  other  perfons  there, 
who  have  received  public  monies,  be  ordered  without  de  ay  to  ren¬ 
der  and  fettle  their  accounts  ;  on  which  fettlement  no  general  offi¬ 
cer  ffiall  receive  pay  as  colonel  of  a  regiment,  nor  field  officer  as 
captain  of  a  company  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  a  good  waggon-road 
from  fort  Edward  to  Cheffiire’s;  to  clear  Wood  creek,  and  to  con- 
ftnnft  a  lock  at  Skenefborough,  fo  as  to  have  a  continued  navigati¬ 
on  for  batteaus  from  Cheffiire’s  into  lake  Champlain  ;  to  ere6l  a 
grand  magazine  at  Cheffiire’s,  and  fecure  it  by  a  ftockade  fort;  to 
eretl  a  faw-mill  at  Scoon  creek  ;  to  order  Ikilful  perfons  to  furvey 
and  take  the  level  of  the  waters  falling  into  Hudfon’s  river  near 
Vol.  II.  E  e  fort 
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“ort  Edward,  and  thofe  which  fall  into  Woodcreek  and  interlock 
^ith  the  former,  particularly  Jones’  run  and  Half-way  brook,  the 
letter  of  which  is  faid  to  difcharge  itfelf  into  Wood  creek  at 
C  he  (hire  s  ;  that  he  be  directed  to  have  a  greater  number  of  boats 
and  hands  kept  on  Hudfon’s  river,  at  the  different  ftations  between 
Albany  and  fort  Eduard,  in  order  to  fave  the  expence  of  waggon- 
age  ;  that  he  be  impowered  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  fuperin- 
tcnd  the  carnage  by  land,  and  tranfportation  by  water,  of  provi- 
iions,  military  it  ores,  and  other  things  into  Canada,  that  neither 
v>  aite  nor  delay  may  anfe  therein  ;  that  he  build,  with  all  expedi¬ 
tion,  as  many  gallies  and  armed  veffels  as,  in  the  opinion  ofhimfelf 
and  the  general  officer  to  be  fent  into  Canada,  ffiall  be  fufficient  to 
make  us  indifputably  mailers  of  the  lakes  Champlain  and  George; 
and  that  for  this  purpofe  there  be  fent  to  him  a  mailer  carpenter 
acquainted  with  the  conftruClion  of  the  gallies  ufed  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  who  ffiall  take  with  him  other  carpenters r  and  models  alfo  if 
requiiitc  ;  and  that  it  be  fubmitted  to  general  Schuyler,  whether  a 
temporary  fortification  or  intrenched  camp,  either  at  Crownpoint 
or  oppolite  Ticonderoga,  may  be  neceffary  : 

That  the  commiflary-general  be  directed  to  fupply  the  army  in 
Canada  with  provifions,  and  to  appoint  proper  officers  under  him 
to  receive  and  iffue  the  fame  at  the  feveral  pods,  taking  the  directi¬ 
ons  of  the  genera] ;  that  he  be  impowered  to  contrad  with  proper 
perfons  in  Canada  for  fupply ing  the  army  there  with  freffi  provifions; 
that  he  be  directed  to  purchafe  for  them  a  quantity  of  Albany  peas, 
and  to  furniffi  as  much  bifeuit  as  may  be  neceffary  :  And  that  his 
pay  be  raifed  to  150  dollars  a  month: 

That  the  quarter-mailer  general  be  directed  to  provide  and  for¬ 
ward  fuch  tents,  cloathing,  and  utenfils  as  are  wanted  for  the  army- 
in  Canada,  fubjeCt  to  the  direction  of  the  commander  in  chief : 

That  general  Waffiington  be  directed  to  lend  into  Canada  fuch 
fmall  brafs  or  iron  field  pieces  as  he  can  fpare;  that  he  be  inflruCled 
to  iffue  orders  that  no  certificates  be  given  in  future  by  any  but 
brigadiers,  quarter  mailers  and  their  deputies,  or  a  field  officer  on  a 
march  or  officer  commanding  at  a  detached  pod: 

That  letters  be  written  to  the  conventions  of  New- Jerfey  and  New 
York  and  to  the  affembly  of  Connecticut,  recommending  to  them 
to  authorife  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  colony  of  New-York  to 
call  to  the  abidance  of  that  colony,  when  neceffity  ffiall  require  it, 
fuch  of  the  militia  of  thofe  colonies  as  may  be  neceffary;  and  to 
afford  him  fuch  other  abidance  as  the  lltuation  of  affairs  may  re¬ 
quire;  and  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  convention  of 
New  York  to  impower  the  faid  commander  in  chief  to  imprefs  car¬ 
riages  and  water  craft,  when  neceffiary  for  the  public  fervice,  and 
alfo  to  remove  ffiips  and  other  vebels  in  Hudfon’s  and  the  eafl  rivers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  them  from  the  enemy  : 

That 
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That  the  companies  of  riffle  men  from  Virginia  and  Maryland 
he  relhncnted,  and  that  the  regiment  be  compleated  to  the  original 
the  Pennfylvania  battalion  : 

,1UTh1t  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  of  riffle  men  be  compleated  to 

their  original  eilablilhment :  .  ,  „  , 

That  two  companies  of  the  forces  now  in  the  Delaware  govern- 

ment,  be  ordered  to  Cape  May  :  .  „  . 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  cannon  be  directed 

to  procure  a  number  of  hrafs  or  iron  Held  pieces,  to  be  made  or 

purchafed  immediately  :  r  r>  , 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  medicines  be  duecte< 

*0  fend  a  proper  affortment  of  medicines  to  Canada  : 
k  That  Mr.  James  Meafe  be  diredded  to  purchafe  and  forward  to 
the  quarter  mailer  general  in  New-York,  as  much  cloth  for  tents  as 

he  can  procure  :  ^  ,  .  n  r 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  ftockings  and  lhoes  toi 

the  troops  in  Canada,  be  diredted  to  purchafe  fuch  other  articles  as 
may  be  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  in  Canada,  and  lend  the 
fame  to  Albany,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  army  m  Cana¬ 
da,  and  that  they  be  particularly  attentive  to  provide  in  time  a  iut- 
ficient  number  of  leathern  breeches  and  under  waiftcoats,  and  fucii 
other  winter  cloathing  as  may  be  neceffaiy  for  them.. 

That  the  faid  committee  be  diredted  to  forward  with  all  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  quarter  mailer  in  Canada,  fuen  lhoes  as  aie  already 


provided :  .  . 

That  prifoners  taken  by  continental  forces  be  not  exchanged  by 

any  authority  but  the  continental  Congrefs  :  ^ 

That  all  veil'd s  which  failed  from  the  port  or  harbour  of  Boilon, 
while  the  town  of  Boilon  was  in  poffefiion  of  the  enemy,  having  on 
board  effedls  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  America,  and  which 
have  been  or  may  be  feized,  be  liable  together  with  the  laid  effedls 
to  confifcation,  in  the  fame  manner  and  proportions  as  have  been 

heretofore  refolved  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  continental  agents  in  the  refpedtive  Colonies,  where  no 
courts  have  been  eifabliihed  for  the  trial  of  captures,  have  power 
and  be  direded  to  difpofe  at  public  fale,  of  fuch  articles  oi  a  per¬ 
ishable  nature,  as  fhall  be  taken  from  the  enemies  of  Ameuca,  and 
that  the  money  arifing  from  fuch  fale,  be  liable  to  the  dccice  eft 
fuch  court  whenever  eilablifhed : 

That  the  inventory  of  the  ordinance  (lores  taken  by  captain  Man¬ 
ly,  be  fent  to  general  Waihington,  and  that  he  be.  requeiled  to 
appoint  a  perfon  on  the  part  of  the  colonies,  to  join  one  on  the 
part  of  captain  Manly  and  his  crew,  who,  having  fir  ft  taken  an 
oath  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  proceed  to  value  the  fame,  and  if  tncy 
cannot  agree  in  the  value,  they  {hall  call  in  a  tnird  perfon  to  de¬ 
termine  the  fame;  that  the  report  of  inch  perlons  be  returned  to 
Congrefs  fo  foon  as  may  be,  and  the  value  of  the  (lores  belonging 
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t°  captain  Manly  and  his  crew,  be  thereupon  tranfmitled  to  them. 
u-Jctved,.  1  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland, 
u  nlylvania,  New-Jerfey,  and  New-York,  to  devife  the  mode  of 
atling  the  battalion  of  Germans  voted  the  2cth  of  Miv  Eft 

Rcfolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poll- 
poned  till  to-morrow.  r  * 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  cartel  between  briga¬ 
dier  genera  Arnold  and  captain  Forfter  for  the  exchange  of  prifo- 

ners,  and  the  feveral  papers  relating  thereto,  brought  fn  their  re- 
port,  which  was  read  :  6 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  colonel  Turbut  Francis  report- 

td,  that  they  had  met  on  the  bufinefs  referred  to  them,  that  the 

Indians  refuled  to  be  examined  or  to  give  evidence  on  the  matter, 

which  prevented  their  proceeding,  wherefore  they  defired  to  be  dif- 
charged  ;  J 

Refolved,  That  they  be  difeharged. 
reaxl^  C°mmittee  °n  *Pies  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1  he  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  William  Palfrev  Efq* 

paymalter  general  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  letters  with  the  weekly  returns  inclofed 
be  delivered  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury,  to  be  filed  in 
the  auditor  general’s  office. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  18,  177b. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Wafliington  of  the  16th,  inclofing  one  from 
general  Ward  of  the  9th,  and  one  from  Wm.  Palfrey  of  the  16th: 
Three  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  1  ith  and  12th  : 

Two  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan  of  the  5th  and  6th;  and 
Two  from  brigadier  general  Arnold  of  the  5th  and  6th: 

Re  Jo  he  d,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 
A  letter  fiom  W.  Palfrey  with  a  weekly  return  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  To  be  delivered  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury, 
A  letter  from  J.  Trumbull,  commifTary  general,  of  the  17th, 
informing,  that  he  has  found  it  neceffary  to  order  a  quantity  of 
flour  to  be  purchafed  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  to  pay  for  the 
fame,  he  has  drawn  on  the  prefident  in  favour  of  Mr.  Matthew 
Erwin,  for  60,000  dollars,  and  as  he  fliall  be  under  the  necefiity  of 
giving  orders  for  purchafing  pork  and  flour  in  Philadelphia,  defir¬ 
ing  to  know  whether  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  continue  to  draw 
on  the  prefident  for  the  payment  of  thofc  articles  ; 

Refolvcd, 
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Refolved  That  the  prefident  pay  fuch  bills  as  are  or  may  be 
drawn  by  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  for  the  purpofes  above  mention¬ 
ed  and  that  the  fame  as  paid  be  charged  to  his  account . 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvama,  requell¬ 
ing  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  whether  perfons  taken  on  board  mer¬ 
chants  Ihips  and  river  craft,  ought  to  be  exchanged  for  feamen  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  enemy’s  Ihips  of  war  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  committee  of  fafety, 
that  the  Congrefs  judge  it  improper  that  fuch  exchange  be  made. 

Refolved ,  That  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  deputy  multer  matter 
general ;  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mu  tier  mailer  general,  and 
that  he  be  directed  immediately  to  repair  to  head  quarters  at  New- 

York. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Walhington  be  impowered  and  directed, 
to  nominate  and  fend  a  deputy  muller  mailer  general  to  Canada. 
Refolvsdy  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  fu- 

perintending  the  treafury: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  M‘Kean. 

A  memorial  from  Dr.  John  Morgan,  dire&or  general  and  chief 
phyfician  of  the  hofpital,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved  >  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pro¬ 
vide  medicines. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  the  refolutions  of  the 
convention  of  South-Carolina  refpedting  the  battalions  raifed  in 
that  colony  were  re-committed,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon  the  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  refolutions : 

Whereas  the  Congrefs  on  the  4th  day  of  November  lad,  refolv¬ 
ed,  that  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina  there  be  kept  up  in  that 
colony,  at  the  continental  expence  three  battalions  of  foot,  each 
battalion  to  confift  of  the  fame  number  of  men  and  officers,  to  be 
upon  the  fame  pay  and  under  the  lame  regulations  as  the  continen¬ 
tal  army  ;  and  on  the  25th  day  of  March  lad  refolved,  that  the 
convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  South-Carolina  be  permitted  to 
raife  and  embody  two  other  battalions,  and  that  they  be  on  the 
pay  and  at  the  expence  of  the  continent  as  foon  as,  they  lhall  be 
armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  mullered ;  and  whereas  the 
convention  of  South-Carolina  on  the  2 2d  day  of  February  lad, 
ordered  that  their  council  of  fafety  return  the  thanks  of  that  colo¬ 
ny  to  the  Congrefs  for  their  attention  to  its  fecurity ;  that  they 
date  the  peculiar  circumdances  and  the  heavy  expences,  which 
have  been  and  will  be  incurred  by  that  colony  in  the  meafures  ne- 
celfary  for  its  defence,  and  that  they  requed  the  Congrefs  to  allow 
that  colony  fo  much  money  as  the  gxpences  of  three  battalions  upon 
the  continental  edablilhment  would  amount  to  for  one  year,  and  to 
give  continental  rank  to  the  officers  of  the  three  regiments  raifed 
in  June,  and  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  raifed  in  November, 

from 


1 


2  2  2 


Journals  of  Congress. 


rom  t  e  dates  of  their  refpe£live  commiffions,  or  at  lead  from  the 
ouiti  ay  of  November,  when  they  refolved  to  allow  that  colony 
tuec  atta  ions  ;  and  whereas  the  delegates  from  that  colony  in 
ongre  s  avc  reprefented  the  peculiar  circumdances  and  heavy  ex- 
pences  of  that  colony  ;  and  that  the  troops  raifed  in  it  were  inlift- 

,  f°rihree  yean7  uP°n  a  different  edablifhment  of  pay,  and  un¬ 
der  different  articles  of  war,  fo  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  to 

place  them  in  all  refpe&s  upon  the  continental  edablifhment; 
therefore, 

Refolved,  That  the  battalion  of  artillery,  and  the  two  battalions 
o  oot  raifed  in  South-Carohna,  and  kept  up  in  that  colony  for 
t  le  defence  of  the  fame,  beconfidered  as  continental  forces,  and  al¬ 
lowed  the  fame  pay,  rations  and  difhurfements  as  other  forces  on 
the  continental  edablidiment  : 

That  the  two  battalions  under  the  command  of  colonels  Gadf- 
den  and  Moultrie,  be  allowed  all  the  advantages  of  the  continental 
edablifhment,  from  the  fourth  of  November  lad,  and  the  regiment 
of  artdlery  from  the  time  when  the  fame  was  ordered  to  be  raifed 
by  the  convention  of  South-Carolina  : 

That  the  two  battalions  of  rifflemen  raifed  in  and  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  faid  colony,  be  considered  as  continental  troops  from 
the  25th  day  of  March  lad,  and  be  intitled  to  all  the  advantages  of 
the  fame :  '  6 


That  all  the  above  mentioned  troops  be  liable  to  the  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  forces  in  the  faid  colony  : 

That  the  faid  forces  be  continued  on  the.continental  edablifh¬ 
ment  until  the  expiration  of  their  inlidment,  unlefs  they  ffiall  be 
fooner  difhanded  by  Congrefs  : 

That  not  more  than  one  third  of  the  effe&ive  men  of  the  above- 
mentioned  forces  be  ordered  out  of  the  faid  colony,  without  the 
exprefs  order  of  Congrefs,  or  the  confent  of  the  prefident  of  that 
colony. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Heyward  and  Mr.  Hall,  be  added  to  the 
committee  for  providing  medicines. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Rodgers  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  committee. 

Refolved ,  That  a  commiffiontr  be  appointed  to  fettle  in  Canada 
the  debts  due  on  certificates,  given  by  officers  to  the  Canadians  for 
carriages  and  other  fervices  ;  and  to  fettle  the  accounts  for  fuch 
goods,  as  may  have  been  feized  through  neceffity  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  ;  that  it  be  given  in  inftru£tion  to  him,  to  attend  particularly 
to  t he  cafe  of  Mr.  Bernard,  and  that  in  fettling  the  certified  debts, 
he  date  carefully  the  names  of  all  thofe  v/ho  have  given  certificates, 
the  nature  of  the  fcrvice,  and  %he  time  when  performed,  and  re¬ 
turn  the  whole  when  fettled  and  ftated  to  the  committee  of  treafury, 
to  be  by  them  examined  and  difeharged  : 

That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  electing  the  faid  commif- 
fioner.  Refolved , 
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„  r,  7  That  no  man  in  thefe  colonics  charged  with  being  a 
Refolded,  T  f  f  Amerjcan  liberty,  be  injured  in 

tory,  or  »nfnen^e‘°  in  any  manner  whatever  diiturbed,  un- 
f  VS  ^ceeCg  ^  funded  on  an  order  of  this  Con- 

/  or  the  affenfbly,  convention,  council  or  committee  of  fafety 
TIL  colony,  or  committee  of  infpeftion  and  obfervat.on  of  the 
ddl  id  where  he  ref, des ;  provided  that  this  refolut, on  (had  not 
prevent  the  apprehending  any  perfon  found  in  the  commiffion  of 
fomeaa  deftrmStive  of  American  liberty,  or  juftly  fufpeded  of  a 
defien  to  commit  fuch  aa  and  intending  to  efcape,  and  bringing 
fuch  perfon  before  proper  authority  for  examination  and  trial. 

Information  being  given  that  feme  of  the  officers,  who  were 
nrifoners  at  Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvama,  have,  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  parole  by  them  given  and  fubfcnbed,  made  their  e  - 

^Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance 
toconfider  what  fteps  are  neceffary  tobe  taken  on  the  occation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poltponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  19,  177 6* 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  of  the  1 8th,  inclof- 

ing  an  ordinance  for  railing  33°°  for  the  def“Ce 

York,  together  with  their  proceedings  m  apprehending  William 

Franklin,  Efq;  late  governor  of  that  colony,  was  laid  befoieCon- 

rrrefs  and  read ;  whereupon,  .  f  M 

*  ReCelved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 

Ter  fey,  to  proceed  on  the  examination  of  Mr.  Franklin,  and  if  up- 
<,n  fuch  examination  they  ihall  be  of  opinion  that  he  Ihould  be  con¬ 
fined,  to  report  fuch  opinion  to  this  Congrefs,  and  then  the  Coa- 
wrefs  will  direft  the  place  of  his  confinement,  they  concurring  in 
fentiment  with  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  that  it  would  be  ini- 

proper  to  confine  him  in  that  colony. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  fundry  letters  and 
papers  were  referred,  particularly  one  from  general  Walhington 
of  the  16th,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 

lideration;  whereupon,  , 

Refolved,  That  the.  commifiions  granted  by  brigadier  general 

Sullivan,  to  fundry  officers  in  Canada,  mentioned  in  general 
Wafhington’s  letter,  be  approved  and  confirmed  ;  provided  general 
Gates  and  the  general  officers  in  Canada,  on  confutation,  fhall 
think  the  meafure  will  conduce  to  the  public  fervice  : 

That  300,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymafler  general  at  New- 

York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Jervis,  for  horfe-hire,  ferriages,  &c.  the  lum  oa  33  --- 
dollars : 
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.  J°^in  ^rilce>  the  fum  of  13JJI  dollars,  being  the  balance  of 
his  bill  for  cartouch  boxes  : 

•  J°fcph  Fernaur,  the  fum  of  1 7UL.  dollars,  the  balance  of 
his  bill  for  tin  cartouch  boxes  : 

To  Sachevcral  Wood,  the  Sum  of  187  dollars,  for  victualling 
prifoners  confined  in  gaol  by  order  of  Congrefs  : 

I  o  George  Reinhart,  for  the  carriage  of  powder,  arms  and 
bullets,  the  fum  of  20T*  dollars : 

T.  o  "1  ho  mas  Haney,  for  cafh  paid  by  him  for  guards  of  pow¬ 
der  waggons,  and  alio  his  bills  for  ferriages,  the  hire  of  waggons, 

&c.  the  fum  of  2 7-J4  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Samuel  Hillegas,  Efq: 

^  o  Mary  .Thomas,  foi  nurfing  and  boarding  two  of  captain  Be- 
nezet’s  men  in  the  fmall-pox,  the  fum  of  12  dollars  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

i\  mutter  roll  of  the  ninth  Virginia  battalion,  commanded  by 
colonel  Flemming,  taken  the  3  lit  of  May  tail,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  battalion  be  taken  into  continental  pay 
from  the  faid  3  lit  day  of  May. 

Refohed ,  That  one  ton  of  gun -powder  be  fent  to  the  colonel  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  faid  battalion  : 

That  the  committee  for  preparing  medicine  cheits,  be  dire&ed 
to  fend  one  to  the  furgeon  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Refolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  carry  into 
execution  the  refolution  of  the  17th,  for  fending  carpenters  to 
general  Schuyler. 

A  memorial  from  the  mates  of  the  hofpital  was  laid  before  Con- 
g refs  and  read  : 

O 

Refohed ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  providing 
medicines. 

Whereas  it  is  indifpenfibly  neceifary  for  the  good  of  the  fervice, 
that  the  foldiers  of  the  United  Colonies  be  well  provided  with 
blankets  and  cloathing  ;  therefore, 

Refohed ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  United  Colonies  forthwith  to  caufe  a  fuit  of  cloaths, 
of  which  the  waiftcoat  and  breeches  may  be  of  deer  leather,  if  to 
be  had  on  reafonable  terms,  a  blanket,  felt  hat,  two  ffiirts,  two 
pair  of  hofe  and  two  pair  of  ffioes,  to  be  manufactured  or  other- 
wife  procured  at  reafonable  rates,  in  their  refpeCtive  colonies,  for 
each  loldier  of  the  American  army,  inlifted  therein  for  the  prefent 
campaign,  and  that  the  fame  be  baled,  invoiced  and  itored  in  fuit- 
able  places,  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  or  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  American  army  : 

That  fufficient  fums  of  money  be  granted  to  the  affemblies  and 
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conventions  aforefaid,  on  applying  for  the  fame,  to  enable  them  to 
difcharge  the  demands  ariiing  from  the  purchaie  of  the  articles  a- 

forefcii d  * 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army  be  impow- 
cred  to  draw  on  the  aifemblies  and  conventions  for  fuch  articles  of 
cloathing  aforefaid,  as  he  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  necefiary, 
and  that  the  coll  thereof  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  foldiers, 
who  {hall  receive  the  fame,  by  the  proper  officer  for  examining  and 
difcharging  the  accounts  and  pay-rolls  of  the  refpe&ive  regiments. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Adams, 
furgeon,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  refignation  of  William  Adams  be  accepted. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  a  letter  irom 
the  convention  of  New-Jerfey ,  were  laid  before  L^ongiefs  and  reaQ. 

Refolved ,  That  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  leveral  committees, 
to  prepare  for  the  houfe  the  matters  referred  to  them,  it  be  a  {land¬ 
ing  rule  of  Con-grefs,  that  adjournments  from  the  Friday  evening, 
be  always  to  Monday  morning,  unlefs  on  any  paiticulai  occalion, 
the  Congrefs  fh all  order  otherwise. 

A  petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 

and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  cartel  between  brigadier  general  Arnold  and  captain 
Forfter,  for  exchange  of  prifoners ;  and  after  debate,  the  farther 
confideration  thereof  was  pofeponed  till  to-morrow. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  up 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  houfe,  during  debates: 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr.  Paine. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  William  Richards,  for  the  detention  of  his  ffiallop 
twenty  days  on  the  public  fervice,  the  fum  of  40  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mailer,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of 


207“%  dollars: 

To  David  Williamfon,  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  captain  James 
Grier’s  baggage  from  Fredericburg  to  New-York,  and  returning 
home,  the  ium  of  147  dollars:  x 

To  Abraham  Mills,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  fix  foldiers  in  the 


fmall-pox,  the  fum  of  33  8  6  dollars  : 


a 
9  o 


To  Samuel  Coooer,  for  ferriage  and  florage,  the  fum  of  26  ^ 

dollars  : 
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1°  Leonard  Stoneburner,  for  one  team  hauling  the  baggage  0f 
cap  ain  l  lams  s  company  18  miles  beyond  Gofhen,  and  two 
teams  hauling  the  baggage  of  captain  Jones’s  company  to  Albany, 
^he  fum  of  414 LA  dollars: 


On  two  certificates  produced  by  H.  Wifner,  Efq;  the  fum  of 
I  i_L  dollars  expences  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  at  Gofhen 

and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner  Efn-  and 
charged  to  j.  Shalles,  quarter-mafter  ofthe  fa  id  battalion : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider, 
what  provifion  ought  to  be  made  for  fuch  as  are  wounded  or  dif a- 
ed^  in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  and  report  a  plan  for  that  purpofe  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  F.  Lee,  Mr.  Hall  Mr, 
Ellery,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

1  ne  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  podponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  June  21,  1776. 

Rcfolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  direded  to  permit  briga¬ 
dier  general  Woofter  to  return  to  his  family  in  Connedicut. 

Rcfolved ,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  batta¬ 
lion,  be  di reded  to  fend  a  proper  guard  with  the  powder  ordered 
to  colonel  Flemming’s  regiment  on  the  eadern  ffiore  of  Virginia. 

liefoived ,  That  an  order  for  300,000  dollars  be  draw/"  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continental  battalions  in  that  colony,  the  faid  delegates 
to  be  accountable  :  ^  6 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Rowland  Swan,  a  captain  of  his  Britannic  majefty’s  7th 
regiment  of  foot,  the  fum  of  36  dollars,  for  eighteen  weeks  allow¬ 
ance,  and  12  dollars,  for  bringing  his  baggage  from  New- York  to 
Philadelphia,  together  with  the  baggage  of  captain  Dundee  and 
three  privates  of  the  faid  regiment: 

To  Jofeph  Haight,  for  fupplying  the  prifoners  at  Burlington, 
with  provilions  to  the  4th  of  June  inllant,  the  fum  of  238  dollars/ 

To  Andrew  M‘Nair  the  fum  of  120UL  dollars,  for  provilions. 

See.  for  the  twenty  four  indians,  while  at  the  date-houfe,  which 
was  twenty  days  :  , 

To  Michael  Clark,  for  liquor  for  the  above  indians,  the  fum  of 
27  6  6  dollars: 

•  9  O 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  2  id  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfcy  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read,  together  with  fundry  letters  from  the 
prifoners  in  Burlington. 

Refolded, 
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Revived,  That  the  pay  of  the  commiffioner  to  be  feet  into  Ca» 
n  ad  a  be  four  dollars  a  day* 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  cafe 
of  the  officers  who  ferved  laft  winter  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  re- 
oort  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rc  hived,  That  the  convention  ofNew-Yorkbe  re  quelled,  to  et 
on  foot  the  railing  another  regiment  on  continental  eltabli  (  ment, 
to  ferve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  unlefs  fooner  dilc  urg¬ 
ed  by  Congrefs  and  that,  in  forming  the  faid  regiment,  they  com- 
miffion  fuch  officers  as  ferved  in  the  laft  campaign  m  Canada,  and 

have  not  been  yet  provided  for: 

That  the  faid  officers  be  informed,  that  the  commiffions  to  be 
granted  them  are  on  condition,  that  they  raife  their  companies  to 
their  full  compliment  or  nearly  thereto,  and  that  their  commiffions 
be  withheld,  until  the  faid  condition  be  complied  with: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  convention  to  make  fui table 
provilion  for  major  Dubois,  with  whofe  good  conduft  Congrefs 
are  well  fatisfied,  and  that  they  return  his  name  with  the  names  oi 
the  other  held  officers,  for  the  approbation  of  Congrefs.  . 

That  acommiffion  of  lieutenant  colonel  be  given  to  major  John 
Fifcher,  in  colonel  John  Nicholfon’s  regiment,  in  the  New-York 

forces# 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from 

the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  whereupon,  ,  . 

Refolved ,  That  general  Waffiington  be  directed  to  order  an  in¬ 
quiry  to  be  made, "into  the  condua  of  the  officers  heretofore  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Canada  department;  that  the  faid  enquiry  be  made  at 
fuch  times  and  places  as,  in  his  judgment,  (hall  be  mo  ft  likely  to 
do  juftice,  as  well  to  the  public  as  to  the  individuals  ;  and  that  the 
refult  of  the  faid  inquiry,  together  with  the  teftimonies  upon  the 
fubjea,  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  :  That  moreover  all  officers  ac- 
cufed  of  cowardice,  plundering,  embezzlement  of  public  monies 
and  other  mifdemeanors,  be  immediately  brought  to  tiial:  And 
whereas  Congrefs  is  informed,  that  an  opinion  has  pievailed,  tiiat 
officers  religning  their  commiffions  are  not  fubjecl  to  ti  lal  by  a 
court  martial  for  offences  committed  previous  to  fuch  lelignation, 
whereby  fome  have  evaded  the  puniihments  to  which  tiiey  weic  lia¬ 
ble,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  fuch  opinion  is  not  juft. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  24,  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  20th  and  21ft  from  general  Waffiington  with 
fundry  papers  inclofed,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  general,  defiring  him 

to  put  a  flop  to  the  raifing  the  companies  ol  Mohickan  and  Stock- 
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like  'i’ett " 'lU!"s  n?ent‘one^  10  or*e  of  the  inclofed  papers  ;  and  that  a 
like  letter  be  written  to  governor  Trumbull. 

h^n  0t  rhC  2  lr0m  the  convention  of  New  Jerfey  was  laid 
ri  ^  ongre  o  an  rxa<j,  together  with  fundry  papers  inclofed 
cm;  containing  the  queflions  propofed  to  William  Franklin 

hni\  fLIOUnt°fhl?behaV'OUrOH  theoccafion,  and  the  refolu- 
1  on  of  the  convention  “  declaring  him  a  virulent  enemy  to  this 

hTwni.-r  FPTrnnt,lat  may  Pr0ve  dangerous,  and  that  the 

cl!  ,  r  in  fuch  P^ce  and  manner  as  the 

Continental  Congrefs  (hall  diredt;”  whereupon, 

lu-!o.veJ,  That  William  Franklin  be  fent  under  guard  to  gover- 

Mrr  vTu-  ’  7hr°  iS  defired  t0  admit  him  t0  hif parole  ;^but  if 
"k'in  to  give  his  parole,  that  governor  Trumbull  be 

dehred  to  treat  him  agreeable  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  re- 
lpecting  pnfoners.  6 

ufft’  Zff  .^e®fe  be  dil'cfted  to  advance  to  captain 
Ma  thew  Smith  of  the  riffle  battalion  one  thoufand  and  forty  dollars, 

.01  H  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  company;  the  faid  captain  Smith 

Rejohed, ,  T  Iiat  Mr.  Meafeandthe  committee  of  claims  be  direft- 
cd  to  forward  to  the  pay  maker  general  an.accountof  the  monies 
advanced  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  riffle  battalion,  or  the 

i  e  pcctive  riffle  companies,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  deduded 
and  ltopped  from  their  pay. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  tents,  which 
u  tre  fent  from  1  hiladelphia  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony  of  Maffachu- 

ffetts  bay,  have  been  flopped  at  New-York  by  the  order  of  the 
quarter  malcer  general : 

liefolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  general  on  this  fubieft 
and  defire  him  to  order  the  faid  tents  to  be  delivered  up,  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  colony  of  Mafi'achuffets  Bay  immediately. 

Rcfolvcd,  That  a  committee,  to  confift  of  a  member  from  each 

colony,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifearriasres 
in  Canada;  o 

i  hat  the  faid  committee  have  power  to  fend  for  perfons  and  pa- 
p  ers. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  [effer- 
fon,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Hall, 
i  lie  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  (running  Bedford,  the  film  of  202  dollars,  of  which  fum 
103  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieths,  for  pay  and  fubfiftance  for  two 
months,  the  remainder  for  a  horfe  for  the  continental  fervice: 
Ordered ,  I  hat  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

liefolved,  That  the  report  on  the  cartel  for  exchange  of  prifoners 
entered  into  between  brigadier  general  Arnold  and  captain  Forller 
be  recommitted. 
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Conprefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  011 

hies;  whereupon,  .  ,  .  r  TT  .  , 

Refolved ,  That  all  perfons  abiding  witmn  any  of  the  United- 
Colonies  and  deriving  protection  from  the  laws  of  the  fame  owe  a!  - 
Wiance  to  the  faid  laws,  and  are  members  of  fuch  colony ;  and 
that  all  perfons  paffing  through,  vifiting  or  making  a  temporal  y 
flay  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  being  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  laws  during  the  time  of  fuch  paftage,  vifitation  oi  temporal) 
ftay,  owe  during  the  fame  allegiance  thereto : 

That  all  perfons  members  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to  any  of  the 
United  Colonies, as  before  defcribed,  who  fhall  levy  war  againit  any 
of  the  faid  colonies  within  the  fame,  or  be  adherent  to  the  king  o*. 
Great  Britain,  or  other  enemies  of  the  faid  Colonies  or  any  of  them 
within  the  fame  giving  to  him  or  tiiem  aid  and  comfoit;*  me  guilty 

of  treafon  againit  fuch  colony :  . 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  thefeveral  United 
Colonies  to  pafh  laws  for  punilhing,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  them 
(hall  feem  lit,  fuch  perfons  before  deicribed,  as  fhall  be  proveably 
attainted  of  open  dc>  1  by  people  of  their  condition  of  any  of  tne 
treafons  before  deicribed. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legidatures  of 
the  United  Colonies  to  pafs  laws  for  punidling,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  diall  think  fit,  perfons  who  lhall  counterfeit,  or  aid  or  abet 
in  counterfeiting,  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  or  who  dial!  pals 
any  fuch  bill  in  payment  knowing  the  fame  to  be  counterfeit. 

Refolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  report  be  recommitted. 

A  petition  from  Antoine  Felix  Wiebcrt  was  preferred  to  Con- 
grefs  and  read : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  together  with  the  papers  accompanying 
it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  Carpenter  Wharton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  gen. 
Wafhington  and  requefl  him  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  coll  of  a 
ration  as  furnifhed  by  the  commidary  general. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  podponed: 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  25.  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2  3d  from  general  Wafhington  with  fundry  lett 
from  major  general  Schuyler,  brigadier  general  Sullivan,  briga¬ 
dier  general  Arnold,  and  others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  orT 
dinance,  who  are  directed  to  fit  immediately,  and  report  thereon 
as  foon  as  poflible. 
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memonal  from  captain  Stephen  Rowe  Bradley  was  prefented 
on^re  s  arid  read,  together  with  fundry  accounts: 

P°~L-  j  lat  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
treaiury. 


“V-  AliO.1  iiic 


vr*  i  ,  .  - - icLummenaea  captain  damue 

I  f  "*t  u°  c  P1  <>motcd  to  be  major  of  marines ;  Andrew  Porter 
<>feph  Hardey  Samuel  Shaw,  Benjamin  Deane,  and  Robert  Mullen 
<»  be  captains  of  marines  ;  Daniel  Henderfon,  David  Love,  Frank. 

1  Br°Wn  t0  be  f,rft  I^tenants  of  marines: 

James  M  (Jure,  William  Gilmore,  Abel  Morgan,  and  Hugh 

r  Montgomery  to  be  fecond  lieutenants  of  marines;  John  Stewart 

to  he  captain,  Thomas  Pownal  firft  lieutenant,  and  Richard  Har- 

II  ,n  lecond  lieutenant  of  marines  for  the  frigate  building  in  Ma- 


John  Langdon,  Efq;  to  be  agent  of  prizes  for  the  colony  of 
New*  Hampfhire :  * 

Refokcd ,  That  they  be  approved,  and  that  commiffions  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  them  accordingly. 

Rejoined ,  I  hat  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  to  John 
Maxwell  Nefbit  and  company,  125  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  privateer  they  are  fitting  out. 

Rejoined f  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  makincr 
mufkets,  be  directed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  granting  a  boun- 
ty  or  other  means  for  encouraging  the  making  of  mufkets. 

Adjourned  to  four  o’clock. 


Eodem  Die ,  P.  M . 

declaration  of  the  deputies  of  Pennfylvama,  met  in  provincial 
conference,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  exprefling  their 
willingnefs  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  Congrefs,  declaring  the  United 
Colonies  Free  and  independant  States. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  feveral  letters 
received  this  morning  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  conlideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  'That  the  number  of  men  deftined  for  the  northern  de¬ 
partment,  be  augmented  to  four  thoufand : 

1  hat  a  colonel’s  commifiion  be  immediately  iflued  to  major  Du¬ 
bois,  with  inftru&ions  forthwith  to  raife  a  regiment  to  ferve  for 
tfircc  years  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  corps  of  officers  be 
compofed  of  fuch  as  have  ferved  with  credit  in  Canada;  no"  officer 
to  receive  his  commifiion  until  his  company  be  raifed  and  armed  * 
the  arms  of  the  people  inlifting  themfelves  to  be  valued  by  the 
committees  of  the  counties,  where  the  companies  are  raifed,  and 
paid  for  by  the  continent,  on  their  being  muftered  : 

That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  colony  of  New-Hamp- 
ffiire,  to  fend  immediately  one  regiment  of  their  militia  to  Mafia- 
chufetts  Bay  ;  two  regiments  of  their  militia  to  Conne&cut ; 

one 
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otic  regiment  of  their  m-litia,  to  augment  the  troops  deftined  for 

the  northern  department :  ..  r  .  .  . 

That  letters  be  fent  to  the  general  aiiembhes  ol  the  colonies, 
from  whence  the  feveral  regiments  of  militia  are  and  have  been  re¬ 
queued,  earneftly  preffing  them  to  be  expeditious  in  railing  and 
equipping  their  troops,  and  requelting  the  leveral  aflemblies  to 
take  upon  themfelves  the  care  of  providing  the  faid  troops  with 
cloaths,  tents  and  all  neceffary  camp  equipage,  and  alluring  them 
that  the  United  Colonies  will  be  anfwerable  for  the  expence  of  the 
fam  e : 

That  a  regimental  paymafter,  who  is  not  to  be  an  officer  of  the 
army,  be  appointed  by  the  faid  colonies  to  each  of  the  faid  batta¬ 
lions,  who  (hall  keep  all  the  accounts  of  his  refpe&ive  battalion, 
and  to  whom  particular  returns  fhall  be  made  of  the  expence  of 
cloathing  the  faid  battalion  ;  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  de¬ 
ducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  for  whom  the  articles  fhall 
have  been  provided. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  26,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2  id  from  general  Walhington,  and  one  of  the 
26th  from  brigadier  general  Woofter,  were  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read : 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  general  Woofter  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
mifearriages  in  Canada. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  wTas  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  Monf.  Antoine  Felix  Wiebert,  who  applies  to 
be  employed  as  an  engineer  in  the  continental  army, be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  general  Wafhington  as  a  perfon  who  appears  to  be  qualified 
to  aCt  in  that,  capacity;  but  as  he  afks  no  more  at  prefent  than  to  be 
placed  in  a  fituation,  in  which  he  may  be  enabled  to  evidence  his 
abilities,  that  the  general  be  defired  to  employ  him  in  fuch  way,  as 
he  fhall  judge  will  beft  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  an- 
fwer  Monf.  Wiebert’s  requeft. 

Refolved ,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  officers  of 
the  battalion  to  be  raifed  under  colonel  Lewis  Dubois;  their  com* 
millions  to  be  given  them  as  foon  as  their  compliment  of  men  fhall 
be  raifed  : 

Jacobus  S.  Bruyn,  lieutenant-colonel ;  William  Goforth,  major; 
David  Dubois,  Elias  Van  BanfchoJen,  Thomas  de  Witt,  Ifaac 
Wool,  Philip  D.  B.  Bevier,  Richard  Platt,  Albert  Pawling,  and 
Cornelius  T  .Janfin,  captains;  James  Gregg,  Aaron  Auftirs,  Jo¬ 
nathan  Piercy,  Evans  Wherry,  Garret  Van  Wagenan,  Henry  Van- 
denburgh,  Nathaniel  Conklin,  and  Henry  Dodge,  fir  ft  lieutenants; 
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I'vUiitri  Gians,  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  fir/l  company;  John  Coates, 
furgeon  ;  and  Pienry  Dubois,  adjutant. 

T  1  hat  t lie  prefident  write  to  the  convention  of  New- 

icik,  and  explain  to  them  the  reafons  that  induced  the  Congrefs 
*°  eQter  into  tlie  foregoing  refolution  ;  and  to  requell  the  conven- 
-icn  to  appoint  the  other  officers  of  the  battalion,  and  to  ufe  their 

endeavou. s  in  equipping  and  forwarding  the  faid  battalion  as 
boon  as  poffible. 

liejolctu,  1  iiat  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  purchafe 
the  armed  brig  Catharine,  with  her  guns,  tackle,  apparel  and  fur¬ 
niture,  as  ihe  now  lies  in  Connecticut. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

Dr.  Bond,  the  fum  of  q  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieths,  for 
meoicmes  and  attendance  for  three  Indians  : 

io  Benjamin  Armitage,  for  boarding  and  lodging  Thomas 
Folmer,  the  indian  interpreter,  twenty  days,  the  fum  of  12  dollars 
and  twenty-live-ninetieths  : 

To  Richard  Cheny,  the  ium  of  4  dollars  and  eighty-two-nineti- 
cths  for  victualling  general  Lee’s  guard,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  Efq; 

To  Anthony  Welte,  for  provifions  fupplied  captain  Nelfon’s 
company,  the  fum  of  18  dollars  and  eighteen-ninetieths  : 

Vo  Aaron  Phips,  the  Turn  of  7  dollars  and  forty-four-ninetieths 
for  fundry  expences  of  general  Lee’s  guard  : 

To  John  O/borne,  the  fum  of  8  dollars  ;  namely,  6  dollars  for 
boarding  and  lodging  a  fick  foldier,  and  two  dollars  for  a  coffin 
for  one  of  captain  Vanzant’s  men  : 

To  George  Howes,  for  waggon-hire,  Sc c.  carrying  money  to 
Cambridge  at  the  time  Mr.  Franks  went,  the  fum  of  70  dollars 
and  forty-ninetieths  i 

To  Meffrs.  Hanfon,  Donaldfon,  and  Franks,  for  carrying  mo¬ 
ney  to  the  camp  in  March  lalt,  the  fum  of  238  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight-ninetieths  ; 

To  Ifaac  Sorrel,  the  fum  of  26  dollars  and  eighty-five-ninetieths; 
of  which  10  dollars  and  fixty-nine -ninetieths  were  for  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  prifoners  that  were  brought  from  North-Carolina  and 
the  guard,  the  remainder  for  the  expences  of  the  guard  that  went 
with  the  powder,  See.  to  colonel  Miles  at  Marcus-hook : 

To  Henry  Haller,  the  fum  of  645  dollars  and  forty-fix-ninetieths; 
of  which  fum  captain  John  Nelfon  is  to  be  charged  for  two  rif¬ 
fles,  24  dollars;  the  remainder,  viz.  expences  of  captain  John  Nel¬ 
fon  \s  company  at  Reading,  12  dollars  and  eighty-nine-ninetieths; 
expences  of  prifoners  from  St.  John’s  and  Chamblee  to  8th  Tune, 
738  dollars  and  forty  feven-ninetieths  Mr.  Holler’s  pay  as  com- 
inifiary,  from  30th  March  to  7th  June,  70  days,  at  7 fi6,  70 
dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 


Refiolved ,  • 
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Refolved,  That  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars  be  given  to  every  non- 
commifiioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  will  inlilt  to  ferve  for  the 

term  of  three  years.  r 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  pafled  yefterday  be  fent  to  general 
Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  afford  fuch  affiftance  to  the 
northern  or  Canada  department,  as  he  fhall  be  enabled  to  do  con¬ 
fidently  with  the  fafety  of  New-York;  and  from  time  to  time  to 
give  fuch  directions  as  he  may  think  expedient  for  the  public  fer- 
vice. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  general  Wafhington  to  one  of  the 
members  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fupply  the 
marine  committee  with  one  ton  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  velfel 
which  they  were  this  morning  impowered  to  purchafe. 

Refolved ,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  be  empowered  and  di- 
re&ed  to  pay  fuch  fums  of  money  as  are  or  may  be  due  to  the  feve- 
ral  ligners  of  continental  bills  of  credit  for  their  fervices*  agreeable 
to  the  refoive  of  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Whiting,  a  foldier  who  was  wounded  in  the  continental  army  at 
Quebec,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  twenty  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  treafury  to  William  Whiting,  to  enable  him  to  return  to 
his  family  at  Norfolk  in  Connecticut. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  pe¬ 
tition  and  accounts  of  Stephen  Row  Bradly,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  there  be  paid  to  Stephen  Row  Bradly  the  fum 
of  691  dollars  and  twenty-two-ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  for  the  lervice 
of  himfelf  and  his  company,  from  the  25th  day  of  January  to  the 
25th  day  of  February,  during  which  time  they  were  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  27.  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  governor  Trumbull  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  ;  alfo, 

Two  petitions ;  one  from  colonel  John  Brown,  the  other  from 
William  Holton,  were  prefented  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  petition  from  col.  Brown  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifearriages 
in  Canada: 

That  the  petition  from  William  Holton  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war  and  ordinance, 
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Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  24  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
cio  in  favour  of  major  Bicker  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Sundry  letters  from  the  fouthward,  being  received  by  exprefs, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Lee,  dated  Little  River,  June  6;  encloiing 
two  to  him,  one  from  John  Rutledge,  Efq;  the  other  from  bri¬ 
gadier  general  Armstrong  ;  both  dated  Charleftown,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  June  4*k>  advifing,  that  5  I  fail  of  the  enemy  were  arrived 
there,  and  lying  in  light  of  the  town  : 

One  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  dated  Williamfburg,  the 
1  Sth  of  the  fame  month,  enclofmg  one  to  him  from  general  Lee, 
of  the  4th:  6  6 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordinance  : 

1  he  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  go¬ 
vernor  Trumbull  ;  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refolved,  I  hat  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed, 
and  in  the  mean  while,  that  governor  Trumbull  be  defired  to  fend 
to  Congrefs  an  account  of  the  cannon  left  at  New-London  by  com¬ 
modore  Hopkins,  their  number,  fize,  bore  and  weight,  and  alfo 
an  account  of  the  other  cannon  there. 

A  letter  from  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  fouth- 
ern  department,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whdm  the  paragraph  of  a 
letter  from  the  general,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  fix  companies  of  riffle  men,  in  addition  to  the 
three  companies  now  at  New- York,  be  raifed  and  the  whole  regi¬ 
mented  ;  and  that  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  captain  Stevenfon, 
to  be  colonel  of  the  faid  regiment  of  riffle  men,  which  is  to  be  in- 
lifted  for  three  years,  unlefs  fooner  difeharged  by  Congrefs;  the 
men  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars;  and  that  Mofes  Raw¬ 
lins  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Otho  Holland  Williams,  Major  of 
the  faid  regiment : 

That  four  companies  of  riffle  men,  fer  the  faid  regiment,  be 
raifed  in  Virginia  and  two  in  Maryland;  the  pay  of  the  men  to 
commence  from  the  time  they  {hall  be  armed  and  muttered  ;  their 
arms  to  be  appraifed  by  the  committee  of  the  county,  and  paid  for 
by  the  United  Colonies: 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  forthwith  to  fend  to  Con¬ 
grefs  a  compleat  lift  of  all  the  vacancies  in  the  army,  and  the 
names  of  fuch  officers  as  he  can  recommend  for  filling  them. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  the  fum  of  241  dollars  and 
fifty-one -ninetieth  of  a  dollar,  a  balance  due  for  three  teams,  that 
went  to  North  Carolina  with  powder: 

To 
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Tn  Doftor  Frederic  Phyle,  for  medicines  and  attendance  on  the 
ah  Pennfylvania  battalion,  from  the  time  of  their  embodying  to 
tile  ,3th  of  June  .776,  the  fum  of  S3*  dollar.  &  hfty-one  nmetletU.. 

To  Tohn  Bales,  for  camp  kettles,  the  fum  o.  60  dollar.,. 

To  Elizabeth  Slaydon,  the  fum  of  24  dollars,  for  nurfing  and 
boarding  two  foldiers,  of  which  fum  capt.  Steward  is  to  be  charged 
with  12  dollars  and  thirty-iixtieth,  for  nurhng  and  boarding  the 
man  he  wounded  in  the  llate-houfe  yard ;  the  remainder  to  t  ic 
continent;  the  laid  24  dollars  to  be  paid  to  colonel  T.  Matlack: 

To  Rachel  Hewen,  the  fum  of  5  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieth  ,-01 
nurfing  and  boarding  two  foldiers  of  the  continental  army . 

That  there  be  repaid  to  Robert  Moore  the  fum  of  feven  o  ..r^, 
which  was  Hopped  out  of  his  pay  by  captain  M.  Smith  ;  the  lame 
having  been  by  him  expended  for  provifions,  when  he  was  left  hci 
by  bis  company  in  Canada: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid.  . 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  do&or  Hutton,  who  was  ^  appointed 
furo-eon  to  the  fifth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  be  flopped  ’till  farther 
orders  of  Congrefs,  and  that  the  paymafter  be  notified  thereof. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devife  a  mode  ot 
raifincr  the  German  battalion  voted  on  the  25th  of  May  laft,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  four  companies  of  Germans  be  raifed  in  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  and  four  companies  in  Maryland,  to  compofe  the  laid 

regiment :  #  . 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  1  enniyl- 

vania,  immediately  to  appoint  proper  officers  for  and  direft  the  in¬ 
liftment  of  the  four  companies  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs, 
to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  immediately  to  appoint  pro¬ 
per  officers  for  and  dire£l  the  inliftment  of  the  four  companies  to 
be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

That  the  faid  companies  be  infilled  to  ferve  for  three  years,  un- 
3efs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs,  and  receive  bounty,  pay,  ra¬ 
dons  and  all  other  allowances  equal  to  any  of  the  continental  troops: 

That  the  faid  companies  be  intitled  to  pay  and  fubfiflance  from 
the  time  of  inliftment: 

That  the  faid  companies,  when  raifed,  be  formed  into  a  batta¬ 
lion,  under  the  command  of  fuch  field  officers  as  Congrefs  fhall 
appoint : 

That  the  rank  of  the  captains  of  the  faid  companies  be  regulated 
as  Congrefs  fhall  hereafter  diredl : 

That  5  000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  and  5000  dollars  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs, 
to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  to  defray  the  expcnce  of 
railing  the  faid  companies. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or,  in 

their 
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their  lecefb,  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  to  appoint  the 

o  cer0,  and  forward,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  the  railing  the 

two  companies  of  riffle  men. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  28,  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
and  accounts  of  Fhomas  Thomfon,  reported, 

That  there  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Thomfon  the  fum  of 
7  50  dollars,  in  part  of  an  account  for  lumber  faid  to  have  been  de~ 
livered  by  Simon  Metcalf  to  the  forces  belonging  to  the  continent, 
at  St.  John’s  in  Canada;  6  * 

1  he  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

I  o  Thomas  Mayberry,  the  fum  of  117  dollars  and  twenty-nine- 
ninetieths,  for  plated  iron  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Eafton  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Refolded,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

A  petition  from  William  Poole  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  making  pro- 
vifion  for  wounded  and  difabled  foldiers. 

Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey 
attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  was  read  as  follows:  viz. 

“  In  Provincial  Congrefs,  Newjerfey,  Burlington,  June  2  r, 

1 776- 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  colony  in  Continental  Congrefs,  when  Richard  Stockton,  A- 
braham  Clark,  John  Hart,  and  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efqrs;  and 
Hr.  John  Witherfpoon,  were  ele£led  by  ballot  to  ferve  for  one 
year,  unlefs  a  new  appointment  be  made  before  that  time.  Re- 
iolved.  That  the  following  inftru&ions  be  given  to  the  delegates  as 
aforefaid.  The  Congrefs  impower  and  direct  you  in  the  name  of 
this  colony,  to  join  with  the  delegates  of  the  other  colonies  in  con¬ 
tinental  Congrefs,  in  the  molt  vigorous  meafures  for  fupporting 
the  juft  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  and  if  you  fhall  judge  it 
necelfary  or  expedient  for  this  purpofe,  we  impower  you  to  join 
with  them  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independant  of  Great- 
Britain,  entering  into  a  confederation  for  union  and  common  de- 
fence,  making  treaties  with  foreign  nations  for  commerce  and  afflf- 
tancc,  and  to  take  fueh  other  meafures  as  may  appear  to  them  and 
you  necelfary  for  thefe  great  ends,  promifmg  to  fupport  them  with 
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the  whole  force  of  this  province,  always  obferving  that  whatever 
plan  of  confederacy  you  enter  into,  the  regulating  the  internal  po¬ 
ll,.,,  of  this  province  is  to  be  referved  to  the  colony  legiflatute.  i,y 
order  of  Congrels,  SAMUEL  TUCKER,  Prudent. 

Extrad  from  the  minutes,  Wm.  Patterson,  Secretary. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read,  in  theie 

words :  ,  , 

«  Monfr.  Le  chevalier  de  Kirmovan,  having  produced  to  the 

board  indubitable  credentials  of  his  good  chara&er  and  fuperior  a- 
bilities  in  the  art  of  war,  and  particularly  as  an  engineer,  the  board 
refolved  to  recommend  him  to  Corigrefs  as  a  pcrion,  who  can  be 
much  confided  m  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  board,  that  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeued  to  employ  him  in 
planning  and  laying  out  the  fortifications  agreed  by  Congrels,  to 
be  ere&ed  at  Billingfport,  on  the  river  Delawate. 

The  faid  report  being  again  read, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  agreed  to.  # 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Hopkinfon  be  added  to  the  committee  for 

preparing  a  plan  of  confederation.  _  put 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fell  tne  com¬ 
mittee  of  Salem  county  in  New-Jerfey,  300  lb.  of  powder. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  &c.  brought 
in  a  draught,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Chriftopher  Champlain  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs  and  read : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  cbofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Alfop,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 
Refolved,  That  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Floyd  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  Anthony  Mofengeil,  on  the  fubject  of 

manufacturing  fulphur  :  1 

That  30  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  committee,  they  to  be 

accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  treafurers  be  impowered  to  advance  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  100,000  dollars,  the  colony  of 
Pennfylvania  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  be 
dire&ed  to  nominate  and  appoint  fix  perfons  to  fign  and  number 
the  million  of  dollars  ordered  to  be  flruck  in  imall  change. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  July  1.  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Three  from  general  Wafhington,  of  27th  and  28th  of  June,  witn 
fun  dry  letters  and  papers  enclofed ; 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  of  the  29th  : 

One 


n„'  r"°m  tbf  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  of  the  17th  ; 

One  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  of  the  17th; 

One  from  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun.  ' 

Th'U  “r  °„rdT  f°,r  'A00?  doIIars  drawn  on  the  trea- 
urcs  in  -avour  of  Richard  Graham  of  Virginia,  in  full  of  a 

d  aught  in  ms  favour  of  the  20th  June,  by  brigadier  gen.  Lewis  ; 

,  'a  the  an!e  uc  charged  to  the  account  of  Benjamin  Harrifon, 
deputy  pay-mafter  general  for  Virginia.  J 

A  re lolution  of  the  convention  of  Maryland,  palfed  the  28th  of 

June,  was  laid  be, ore  Ccngrefs  and  read,  as  follows  :  “  That  the 

,rtU,a‘0nftS  S‘v.en  to.  their  deputies  in  December  laft,  be  recalled, 
‘  d^creftnaions  therein  contained,  removed;  and  that  the  de- 
pu  .es  ot  laid  colony,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  authorifed 
and  impowered  to  concur  with  the  other  United  Colonies,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  inde- 
pcndar.t  dates  ;  in  forming  fuch  further  compaft  and  confederation 
between  them ;  in  making  foreign  alliances,  and  in  adopting  fuch 
.  cr  meauilfs  as  be  adjudged  neceffary  for  fecurinp-  the  liber- 
t!CS  0  /^mcrica  5  and  tbatfaid  colony  will  hold  itfelf° bound  by 
the  resolutions  of  the  majority  of  the  United  Colonies  in  the  pre- 
inues ;  provided  the  foie  and  exclulive  right  of  regulating  the  in¬ 
ternal  government  and  police  of  that  colony  be  referved  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  thereof.  1 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  : 

Refifeed*  1  bat  this  Congrefs  will  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee 

° 1  *  “e  wnole  to  take  into  confideration  the  refolution  refpecline  in- 
dependancy  :  r  6 

That  the  declaration  be  referred  to  faid  committee. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Af¬ 
ter  lotne  time  the  preiideut  refumed  the  chair,  &  Mr.  Harrifon  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  had  come  to  a  refolution  which  they 
noli  red  him  to  report,  and  to  move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

The  refolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  being 
read,  the  determination  thereof,  was  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony 
poltponed  till  to  morrow.  1 

hcjftlitJy  I  hat  a  brigadier  general  a£hng  in  a  feparate  depart¬ 
ment  be  allowed  an  Aid  de  Camp. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Wa/hington  was  laid  before 
CVigrefs,  and  read. 

licfolved.  That  the  letters  this  day  received  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

hefolvedy  1  hat  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  confideration  the  declaration 
refpe&ing  independance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  July  2d.  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 


One 
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One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  30th  of  June,  enclofing 
fundry  papers?  among  which  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant 

colonel  Campbell  to  general  Iiowe : 

One  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  of  the  26th  : 

One  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  20th  of  the  fame  month, 
and  one  from  the  paymafter  general,  with  a  weekly  account: 
Ordered ,  That  the  laft  be  delivered  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 
That  the  letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  Campbell  to  general 


Howe,  be  publifhed : 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

'  The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolution  re¬ 
ported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed  to,  as 

follows :  ' 

Refolved ,  That  thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to 

be,  Free  and  Independant  States;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all 
allegiance  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion 
between  them,  and  the  flate  of  Great-Britain,  is  and  ought  to  be 
totally  diiToived. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole;  and  after  fome  time,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confideration  the  declaration  to  them  referred,  but 
not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confider¬ 
ation  the  declaration  refpe&ing  Independance. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that,  in  obedience  to  their  order, 
capt.  Whipple  and  capt.  Saltonflall  were  arrived  in  Philadelphia; 

Refolved)  That  the  marine  committee  enquire  into  the  complaints 
exhibited  again!!  them,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  July  3,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  of  the  2d,  and  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  commiflioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  depart  - 
ment,  dated  Auguiia,  May  21,  together  with  an  account  of  their 
expences,  and  the  minutes  of  their  conference  with  the  indians  in 
that  department,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  account  of  the  commilfioners  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  treafury. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re¬ 
queued  to  fend  as  many  of  the  troops  of  their  colony,  as  they  can 
fpare,  to  Monmouth  county  in  New-Jerfey,  to  the  affiftance  of  the 

,  and  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  the 

commander 


inhabitants  of  that  colony 
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commander  in  chief;  the  faid  troops  to  be  allowed  the  fame  pay 
and  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  from  the 
,  time  of’ their  march  until  their  return: 

That  a  circular  letter  be  written  to  the  committees  of  infpeCfion, 
of  the  feveral  counties  in  Pennfylvania,  where  troops  are  railed  or 
railing  to  form  the  flying  camp,  requefling  them  to  fend  the  troops 
by  battalions,  or  detachments  of  battalions  or  companies,  as  fall 
as  raifed  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  except  thofe  railed'  in  the 
counties  of  Bucks,  Berks,  and  Northampton,  which  are  to  be  di¬ 
rected  to  march  as  aforcfaid,  to  New- Brunfvvick  in  New-Jerfey  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  lent  to  general 
Wafliington,  and  that  he  be  delired  to  appoint  a  proper  officer  to 
command  the  flying  camp,  and  alfo  diredt  proper  perfons  to  fup- 
ply  the  men  with  rations. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  contract 
with  fhipwrights  to  go  to  lake  Champlain  on  the  following  terms  : 

To  allow  each  man  3 p  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  month;  one 
months  pay  to  be  advanced  on  their  giving  fecurity  if  required  : 

Each  man  to  be  allowed  a  ration  and  a  half,  and  one  half  pint  of 
rum  per  day  : 

Their  tools  and  arms  to  be  valued  : 

Two  thirds  of  their  wages  to  be  paid  monthly,  to  whomfoever 
they  lhall  leave  the  power  of  receiving  it: 

Their  pay  to  commence  from  the  day  they  flgn  articles,  and 
continue,  untill  they  are  difeharged  with  an  allowance  of  one  day’s 
pay  for  every  twenty  miles,  between  the  place  where  they  are  dif- 
charged,  and  their  refpeCtive  homes. 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  two  of  the  com* 
miffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  be  authorif- 
ed  to  difeharge  the  bills  drawn  by  Mr.  Morgan  on  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  that  department. 

Agi  -eeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  conlide- 
ration,  the  declaration,  and  after  fometime  the  prelident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Idarrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  not 
having  yet  gone  through  it,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion,  the  declaration  of  independance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  July  4,  t 7 7 6.-' 

Refolved ,  That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania  for  a  fupply  of  flints  for  the  troops  at  New-York  : 
and  that  Delaware  government  and  Maryland,  be  requefted  to 
embody  their  militia^for  the  flying  camp  with  all  poffible  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  to  march  them  without  delay  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Agreeable 
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.  , ,  -tn  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  j'tfclf, 

.  ASreeab  ..fee  0f  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
!nt0  ^declaration,  and  after  fome  time  the  prehdent  refumed 
Tn£r  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  a- 
jreed  to  a  declaration  which  they  defired  him  to  report. 

S  The  declaration  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows , 

A  DECLARATION  by  the  Representatives  of  the 

UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA  in  Congrefs  af- 

fembled. 

WHEN,  in  the  courfe  of  human  events,  it  become*5 
neceffary  for  one  people  to  diffolve  the  political  bands 
which  have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  affume, 
among  the  powers  of  the  Earth,  the  feparate  an  ,  equa 
ftation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  or  nature  s  G 
entitle  them,  a  decent  refpeft  to  the  opinions  of  mankind 
requires  that  they  fhould  declare  the  caufes  which  impel 

them  to  the  reparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evident  *,  that  a  mei 
are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed,  by  their  Crea¬ 
tor,  with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  thele  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of  happinefs.— That  to  fe- 
cure  tbefe  rights,  governments  are  inftituted  among  men, 
deriving  their  juft  powers  from  the  confent  of  the  govern¬ 
ed  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  de- 
ftruffive  of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  al¬ 
ter  or  to  abolifh  it,  and  to  inftitute  new  government, 
Jaying  its  foundation  on  Rich  principles,  and  organizing 
its  powers  in  fuch  form,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  mo  ft  likely 
to  effedt  their  fafety  and  happinefs.  Prudence,  indeed, 
will  diftate,  that  governments  long  eftabliflied,  fliould 
not  be  changed  for  light  and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and  accor¬ 
dingly  all  experience  hath  fliewn,  that  mankind  are  more 
difpofed  to  fuffer,  while  evils  are  fufferable,  than  to  right 
themfelves  by  abolifliing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  ac- 
cuftomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abufes  and  ufutpa- 
tions,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame  object,  evinces  a  de- 
fign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  dcfpotifm,  it  is  thcii 
right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  Rich  government, 
and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  lecurity.  Such 
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-  r— .u  ^ucidnic  or  tneie  colonies;  and  fuch 
r  n°W  *he  neceffity  which  contains  them  to  alter  their 
ormer  yftems  of  government.  The  hiftory  of  the  prefent 
k*ng  of  Great-Britain  is  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and 
u  urpations,  all  having  in  direft  objeft  the  eftablilhment  of 

an  abfolute  tyranny  over  thefe  ftates.  To  prove  this,  let 
taris  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world. 


He  has  refufed  his  aflent  to  laws  the  moft  wholefome 
and  neceffary  for  the  .pnblic  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pafs  laws  of  imme¬ 
diate  and  preffing  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  in  their 
operation  till  his  aflent  ihould  be  obtained  ;  and  when  fo 
impended,  he  has  utterly  negleded  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  large  diftriris  of  people,  unlefs  thofe  people  would 
relinquifh  the  right  of  reprefentation  in  the  legiflature  ;  a 
light  ineftimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  at  places  unufu- 
al,  uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from  the  depofitory  of 
their  public  records,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them 
into  compliance  with  his  meafures. 

He  has  diffolved  reprefen  tative  houfes  repeatedly,  for 

oppofing,  with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions  on  the  rights 
of  the  people. 


He  has  refufed  for  a  long  time,  after  fuch  diffolutions, 
to  caufe  others  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  the  legiflative  pow- 
eis,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people 
at  large  for  their  exercife  ;  the  hate  remaining,  in  the 
mean  time,  cxpoled  to  all  the  dangers  of  invafion  from 
without,  and  convulfions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  thefe 
hates  ;  for  that  purpofe  obftriuhing  the  laws  for  naturali¬ 
zation  of  foreigners  ;  refufing  to  pafs  others  to  encourage 
their  migrations  hither,  and  railing  the  conditions  of  new 
appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obftru6ted  the  adminiflration  of  juflice,  by  re¬ 
fufing  his  aflent  to  laws  for  efiablifhing  judiciary  powers. 


He 
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He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for 
the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment 

of  their  falaries.  » 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  lent  hi¬ 
ther  fwarms  of  officers  to  harrafs  our  people,  and  eat  out 

their  fubftance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  ltanding  ar¬ 
mies,  without  the  confent  of  our  legiflatures. 

He  has  affiefted  to  render  the  military  independent  ot, 

and  fuperior  to  the  civil  power.  _ 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubjeft  us  to  a  jurifdic- 
tion  foreign  to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknowledged  by 
our  laws  ;  giving  his  affent  to  their  aits  of  pretended  legil- 

lation :  , 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us . 

For  protefting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  pumffi- 

ment  for  any  murders  which  they  ffiould  commit  on  the 

inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  . 

For  impofing  taxes  on  us  without  our  confcnt  . 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes,  of  the  benefits  of  tri¬ 
al  by  jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  Teas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences  : 

For  abolifhing  the  free  fyftem  of  Englifh  laws  in  a 
neighbouring  province,  eftablifhing  therein  an  arbitral  y 
government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  fo  as  to  len¬ 
der  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for  introduc¬ 
ing  the  fame  abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies  : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolifhing  our  molt  va~ 
luable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our 
governments  : 

For  fufpending  our  own  legiflatures,  and  declaring 
themfelves  invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all  ca¬ 
fes  whatfoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out 
of  his  protection,  and  waging  War  againft  us. 


He 
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He  lias  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafts,  burnt 
towns,  and  deftroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 
k  lS>  M  this  time,  tranfporting  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  defolation, 
and  tyranny,  already  begijn  with  circumftances  of  cruel¬ 
ty  and  perfidy,  fcarcely  paralleled  in  the  moft  barbarous 
ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  con  drained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive 
on  the  high  leas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country,  to 
become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or 
to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domeftic  infurrections  amongft  us,  and 
has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  fron¬ 
tiers  the  mercilefs  indian  favages,  whofe  known  rule  of 
warfare  is  an  undiftinguilhed  deftruftion,  of  ail  ages, 
fexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  Rage  of  thefe  oppreffions  we  have  petitioned 
for  redrefs  in  the  moft  humble  terms  :  Our  repeated  peti¬ 
tions  have  been  aijfwered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A 
pi  ince,  whofe  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  a£f 

which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a 
free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  t<*our  Britifh 
brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  o£ 
attempt?  by  their  legiflature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  ju- 
rifdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  our  emigration  and  lettlement  here.  We 
have  appealed  to  their  native  juflice  and  magnanimity, 
and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common 
kindred  to  difavow  thefe  ufurpations,  which  would  inevi¬ 
tably  interrupt  our  connexions  and  correfpondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  jufiice  and  of  confangui- 
mty.  We  muff,  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  neceffity, 
which  denounces  our  reparation,  and  hold  them,  as  we 
hold  the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  UNITED 
STATES  of  AMERICA,  in  GENERAL 
fONGRESS  afTembled,  appealing  to  the  fupreme 

judge 
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judge  of  the  world  for  the  reditude  of  our  intentions,  do, 
in  the  name,  and  by  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe 
colonies,  folemnly  publilh  and  declare,  That  thefe  United 
Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  F  Pi  EE  and 
INDEPENDENT  STATES;  that  they  are  ab- 
folved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  that 
all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great- 
Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  diffolved  ;  and  that 
as  FREE  and  INDEPENDENT  ST.  ATES, 
they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
trad  alliances,  eftablilh  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other 
ads  and  things  which  INDEPENDENT  S  TATES 
may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  iupport  of  this  declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protedion  of  DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honour. 

The  foregoing  declaration  was  by  order  of  Congrefs  engroflecj 
and  figned  by  the  following  members  : 

JOHN  HANCOCK . 


Ne  w -Hampshire* 


v- Matthew  Thornton . 

f  Samuel  Adams , 

J  John  Adams , 

;  Robert  Treat  Paine , 


MASSACHUSETTS- 


Rh ode-Island,  be* 


Stephen  Hopkins 
William  Ellery . 


f  Roper  Sherman , 


Connecticut. 


j  Samuel  Huntington 
William  Williams , 
Oliver  Wolcott . 

V. 


New-York 


” William  Floyd , 
Philip  Living  ft  on  > 


)  Francis  Lewis , 


1 


L  Lewis  Morris . 


New- 
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Ne  w -Jersey. 


Delaware, 


Maryland. 


Virginia, 


NoRth-Carol  in  a. 


Pennsylvania.  < 


South-Carolina. 


Georgia. 


f  Richard  Stockton , 

•  * 

I  Witherfpoon , 

i  Francis  Hopkinfon> 

j 

[_  Abraham  Clark . 
f  Robert  Morris >  ?■ 

Benjamin  Rujh , 

Benjamin  Franklin  t 
John  Morton , 

George  Clymer , 

James  Smithy 
George  Taylor y 
James  Wilfon% 

George  Rofs . 

Cafar  Rodney , 

George  Read . 

f  Samuel  Chafey 
I  William  Pacay 
1  Thomas  Stone , 

L  Charles  Carrolly  of  Carrollton, 

George  Wythey 
Richard  Henry  Leey 
Thomas  Jefferfony 
-J  Benjamin  Harrifony 
Thomas  Nelfony  jun . 

Francis  Light  foot  Leey 
Carter  Braxton . 

William  Hoopery 
Jofcph  Heives y 
John  Penn . 
f  Edward  Rutledge y 
I  Thomas  Heywardy  jun . 
j  Thomas  Lytichy  jun . 

L  Arthur  Middleton . 

Button  Gwinnett y 
Lyman  Hally 
George  Walton . 
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MW,  That  copies  of  the  declaration  be  fent  to  the  feveral 
aflVmbi;e<  conventions  and  committees,  or  councils  of  fafety,  and 
to  the  feveral  commanding  officers  of  the  continental  troops  ;  that 
it  be  proclaimed  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  head  of 

^Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Hewes  determine  the  hire  of 
Mr.  Walker’s  velfel,  which  was  employed  by  commodore  Hopkins 
in  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Wafliington  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read: 

Refilved ,  That  the  delegates  of  New- York,  New-Jerfey  and 
Pennfylvania,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  and  ob- 
fervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  field 
officers  of  the  battalions  of  the  faid  city  and  liberties,  on  the  bed 
means  of  defending  the  colonies  of  New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania; 
and  that  they  be  impowered  to  fend  exprefies,  where  neceffary  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  inftrudled  to  order  the  flints  be¬ 
longing  to  the  continent,  and  now  at  RhodeTfland,  to  be  fent  to 
the  general  at  New-York. 

Re folved ,  That  Mr.  Wifner  be  impowered  to  fend  a  man,  at  the 
public  expence,  to  Orange  county,  for  a  fample  of  flint-ftonc. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  two  commifilon- 
ers  for  indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Jafper  Yates  and  John  Montgomery,  Efqrs.  were  ele&ed. 

Ordered ,  That  Do&or  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilfon  inform  the 
above  named  gentlemen  of  their  appointment,  and  defire  them  to 
attend  the  treaty  with  the  indians  at  Pittfburg,  on  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  ;  and  alfo  to  appoint  fome  perfons  to  procure  goods  necef- 
fary  for  the  indians. 

Refilved ,  That  to-morrow  be  afligped  for  filling  up  the  vacan¬ 
cies  in  the  committee  for  indian  affairs. 

Refilved ,  That  the  prefident  be  impowered  to  employ  another 
private  fecretary. 

Refolved ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  employ  fuch  a 
number  of  perfons,  as  they  fhall  find  neceffary,  to  manufacture  flints 
for  the  continent ;  and  for  this  purpofe  to  apply  to  the  refpeftive 
aflemblies,  conventions  and  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  ofthe 
United  American  States,  or  committees  of  infpe&ion  ofthe  coun¬ 
ties  and  towns  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  names  and  places  of 
abode  of  perfons  /killed  in  the  manufadtory  aforefaid,  and  of  the 
places,  in  their  refpedlive  flates,  where  the  belt  flint-flones  are  to 
be  obtained,  with  famples  of  the  fame. 

Refilved ,  That  an  order  for  3  dollars  and  fifty-four  ninetieths, 
be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  theexprefc,  who  brought 
the  difpatches  from  Trenton. 
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Refolved,.  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Tefferfon, 

,  f  l  COm.mittee  t0  Prepare  a  device  for  a  feal  for  the  United  States 
or  jt\  ] - 


merica. 


Refolved  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  2C  lb.  of 
powder  to  John  Garrifon  of  North-Carolina.  * 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  July  5,  1776. 

A  letter  from  captain  Crawford,  a  prifoner,  of  the  26th  regi- 

r  d  1  'VaS  n,  ’  re,qU£ftinS  leave  to  vifit  the  prifoners  in  the  fefe- 
raJ  places,  where  they  are  confined  : 

no/^ranted  Th3t’  “  the  prefent  fltuatl'on  of  affairs>  fuch  leave  be 
Jrhee.rmiUee  °n  WayS  and  means  brought  in  a  report,  which 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

I  he  account  and  vouchers  of  Mr.  Price  being  laid  on  the  table; 

Refolved ,  1  hat  they  be  referred  for  adjuftment  to  the  board  of 
treaiury. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

•  1  nat  3  regiment  be  raifed  out  of  the  officers  who  ferved 

in  Canada,  on  the  fame  terms  on  which  the  regiment,  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  colonel  Dubois,  is  to  be  raifed;  and  that  the  following 
perlons  be  appointed  officers  of  the  faid  regiment : 

Seth  Warner,  colonel : 

Samuel  Salford,  lieutenant  colonel  : 

Fliffia  Painter,  major : 

Wait  Hopkins,  John  Grant,  Gideon  Brownfon,  Abiather  An¬ 
gel,  Simeon  Smith,  Joffiua  Stanton,  Seely,  Jacob  Vo'rfbo- 

roug,  captains  ;  John  Allen,  Fuffet,  Walbridge 

Deane,  James  Gold,  Sill,  Ebenezer  Hide,  Gamaliel  Pain- 
ter,  fir  ft  lieutenants  • 

Ebenezer  Beaumont,  adjutant. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prelident  write  to  governor  Cooke,  requeft- 
ing  him  to  order  fifty  (hip-carpenters  to  be  engaged  on  the  bed 
terms,  at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  and  fent  to  general  Schuy¬ 
ler  at  Albany,  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order  to  build  velfels  for  the 
defence  of  the  Jakes. 

i  he  committee  of  Congrefs  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  the  committee  of  infpe&ion  and 
observation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  field 
officers  of  the  five  battalions  of  the  faid  city,  reported,  that  they 
have  had  a  meeting  with  the  committees  and  officers  aforefaid,  and 
have  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

I  hat  all  the  affociated  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  (excepting  the 
counties  of  Weftmoreland,  Bedford  and  Northumberland)  who 


can 
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tan  be  furniflied  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  be  forthwith  re^ 
quelled  to  march,  with  the  utmoll  expedition,  to  Trenton,  (ex¬ 
cept  the  militia  of  Northampton  county,  who  are  to  march  dire&- 
]y  for  New-Brunfwick)  in  New-Jerfey;  and  that  the  faid  militia 
continue  in  fervice,  until  the  flying  camp  often  thoufand  men  can 
be  collected  to  relieve  them,  unlefs  they  lhall  be  fooner  difcharged 
by  Congrefs: 

That  the  militia  march  by  companies  to  the  place  of  rendezvous: 

That  the  faid  militia  be  taken  into  the  continental  pay,  and  re¬ 
ceive  the  fame  pay,  allowances  and  rations,  as  the  continental 
troops,  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march*  until  they  return  to 
their  refpe£live  homes: 

That  thofe  of  the  three  battalions  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops, 
now  remaining  in  the  province,  be  ordered  to  march  immediately 
for  New-Brunfwick  in  New-Jerfey: 

That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  provide  as  many 
tents,  as  they  can,  for  faid  militia: 

That  the  committees  of  infpe&ion  and  obfervation,  in  the  feve¬ 
ral  Counties,  furnilh  a  good  kettle  to  every  fix  men,  and  give  all 
the  afiiftance  in  their  power,  that  the  faid  militia  be  well  armed 
and  equipped,  and  march  with  the  greateft  expedition  : 

That  the  committees  of  infpehtion,  for  the  feveral  counties  of 
Pennfylvania,  be  deiired  to  order  fuch  troops,  as  they  may  raife 
for  the  flying  camp,  to  be  marched  to  Trenton  ;  the  refolve  of 
Congrefs  palled  yefterday  notwithflanding ;  whereupon, 

Refolved. ,  That  this  Congrefs  highly  approve  the  foregoing  re- 
folutions,  and  recommend  it  to  the  good  people  of  Pennfylvania, 
to  carry  the  fame  into  execution  with  the  fame  laudable  readinefs, 
which  they  have  hitherto  manifefted  in  fupporting  the  injured 
rights  of  their  country^. 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  Hazlet,  of  the  battalion  in  Delaware 
government,  be  ordered  to  ftation  one  company  at  Lewis-town, 
and  to  march  the  remaining  feven  to  Wilmington,  and  there  re¬ 
main  until  farther  orders  of  this  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commiflioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  fouth- 
ern  department,  while  on  aflual  fervice,  receive  four  dollars  a  day. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Walker,  E.fq;  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  indian  affairs 
in  the  fouthern  department,  the  fum  of  869  dollars  and  fixty-feven 
ninetieths,  for  feveral  horfes,  a  waggon  and  geers,  and  expences  in 
travelling  2500  miles: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  flate  of  Georgia, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  conflderation  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That,  for  the  defence  of  Georgia,  there  be  an  addition 
of  two  battalions,  (one  of  them  to  confilt  of  riffle  men)  to  be 
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laifed  on  the  fame  terms  on  which  other  continental  battalions  are 
now  ordered  to  be  railed: 

That  blank  commifiions  for  the  field  officers  be  fent  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  Georgia,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  fuch  per- 
fons,  as  the  faid  convention  {hall  judge  proper: 

T.  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  afferoblies,  conventions  or  coun¬ 
cils  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  North  and  South-Carolina,  to  permit 
the  railing  troops,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  within  their  refpec- 
tiye  dates  ;  and  if  requeued,  to  afford  their  advice  and  affidance, 
with  regard  to  fuitable  perfons  for  captains  and  fubalterns,  and 
that  blank  commifiions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  : 

That  four  gallies  be  built  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  direction  of  the  convention  of  Georgia,  for  the  farther 
defence  of  the  faid  ftate: 

And  whereas,  the  delegates  of  Georgia  have  reprefented  the 

necefilty  of  erecting  two  forts,  one  at  Savannah  and  the  other  at 
Sun bury ; 

Rjohsd,  That  two  companies  of  artillery  be  raffed,  confiding 
of  firty  men  each,  officers  included,  for  the  purpofe  of  garrifoning 
fuch  forts,  in  cafe  they  fhall  be  eredfed,  by  and  at  the  expence  of 
Georgia;  and  that  blank  commifiions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates 
for  the  officers,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  affembly  or  convention  of 
the  faid  date. 

Rcfolved ,  That  general  Walhington  be  impowered,  if  he  fhall 
judge  it  advifeable,  to  order  three  of  the  fulled  regiments,  dati- 
oned  in  Maffachufetts  Bay,  to  be  immediately  marched  to  Ticon- 
deroga;  and  that  an  equal  number  of  the  militia  of  that  date,  be 
taken  into  pay,  and  embodied  for  its  defence,  if  the  government 
of  Maffachufetts  Bay  judge  it  neceffary. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

R.efolved ,  That  Mr.  John  Coburne,  who  has  a<ded  as  an  afiid- 
ant  condu&or  of  military  dores  in  Canada,  and  has  produced  cer¬ 
tificates  of  his  having  done  his  duty  in  that  dation,  be  allowed 
lieutenant’s  pay,  from  the  fird  day  of  March  to  the  fird  day  of 
June  lad; 

That  a  chaplain  be  appointed  to  each  regiment  in  the  continen¬ 
tal  army,  and  that  their  allowance  be  encreafed  to  thirty-three 
dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  a  month  : 

That  immediate  deps  be  taken  in  the  feveral  colonies,  to  pro¬ 
cure  lead  : 

That  the  pofimader  general  be  directed  immediately  to  have 
expreffes  edablifiied  between  this  city  and  New-York,  and  that 
general  Wafhiugton  be  delired  to  fend  off  difpatcnes  to  Congrefs 
every  day  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  diretded  to  fend  forthwith  to  ge¬ 
neral  Lewis,  at  Williamlburg,  live  tons  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of 

the 
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the  troops  In  the  fouthern  department,  part  of  which  is  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  South-Carolina :  , 

That  the  Britifh  officers  and  foldiers  who  are  priioners,  and 
now  in  New-Jerfey,  be  fent  from  thence  to  the  town  of  York  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  that  the  convention  or  committee  of  lately  ot 
New-Jerfey  be  requefted  to  carry  this  refolve  into  execution 

That  four  companies  of  the  militia  be  directed  to  lerxiam  m 
Philadelphia,  to  guard  the  continental  {lores  in  that  city. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  July  6,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  5th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  was 
received  and  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  be  appointed  commiffary  to 
fupply  with  rations  the  militia  who  are  immediately  to  march  from 
Pennfylvania  to  New-Jerfey,  until  the  commiffary  general  {hall 
order  otherwife: 

That  William  Sherman,  jun.  be  appointed  paymafler  of  colonel 
Warner’s  regiment: 

That  major  Rogers  be  fent  to  New-Hampfhire,  to  be  difpofed 
of  as  the  government  of  that  flate  fhali  judge  belt. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  4th  and  5th  : 

One  of  the  ill  from  gen.  Schuyler  to  general  Wafhington  ;  and, 

One  of  the  24th  of  June,  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan  to  ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  the  agents  in  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Rhode- 
Ifland,  be  directed  to  fend  the  arms  taken  out  of  the  Scotch  tranf- 
ports,  to  general  Wafhington  at  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  J.  Green  be  for¬ 
warded  to  general  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  deiired  to  fend  for 
fuch  parts  of  the  {lores  therein  mentioned,  as  he  fhali  think  proper. 

Application  being  made  by  William  Kelfay,  who  has  raifed  a 
company  in  New-Jerfey,  for  a  fum  of  money  to  defray  the  expences 
of  faid  company  to  New-York  : 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Meafe  advance  one  month’s  pay  to  captain 
Kelfay,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  members  for  the 
committee  on  indian  affairs,  in  the  room  of  thofe  abfent,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  P.  Livingflon  and  Mr. 
Huntingdon,  were  chofen. 
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Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Clark,  bead-* 
G  i"  6  C0JTlmi^tee  on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

-  fo  ved ,  1  hat  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  one 
t  .n  o  powder  to  the  convention  of  Wew-York.*  they  to  be  ac¬ 
countable:  9  1 

That  general  Schuyler  be  direaed  to  colled  and  audit  the  pub¬ 
lic  accounts  of  the  late  general  Montgomery,  and  to  include  his 
pay  and  the  allowance  for  his  table  in  "the  adjuftment. 

tTe  board  of  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  James 

Vairen,  Efq;  late  paymaAer  general  of  the  United  Colonies; 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made,  viz. 

For  affiAants,  from  27th  July,  1775,  to  4th  May,  1776,  the 
fum  of  276  dollars  : 

^  or  l"un dry  articles  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  office  in  New- 
101k,  3  dollars  and  forty-nine  leventy-two  parts  of  a  dollar  : 

F01  horfe-hire  to  William  Wynthrop,  Efq;  and  for  his  attend- 
ance  ai,d  expences  in  Philadelphia,  100  dollars: 

Orcieredy  1  hat  Mr .  Warren  pay  the  balance  in  his  hands  to  Ebe- 

nezei  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  paymaiter  general  for  the  eaAern 
department. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  July  8,  177 6. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Washington,  and  one  of  the  6th 
from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fend  four  tons 
of  powder,  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cartridge-paper,  to  general 
Mercer,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Connolly  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read; 
Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  faid  committee,  to  make 
proper  oroviflon  for  Mrs.  Connolly,  ’till  farther  order  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  military  aflocia- 
tors  of  Philadelphia,  be  diredled  not  to  order  captain  Peters  out  of 
the  city,  as  his  fervice  and  attendance  is  neceflary  in  the  war-office. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pofl-mafters,  while  in  office,  be  excufed 
from  all  military  duty. 

A  letter  of  the  4th,  from  the  convention  of  Maryland,  inclofing 
refolutions  for  railing  three  thoufand  four  hundred  men  for  the 
flying  camp,  was  received  and  read: 

Refolved ,  That  major  general  Gates  be  informed,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  Congrefs  to  give  him  the  command  of  the  troops  whilft 
zn  Canada,  but  that  they  had  no  delign  to  veil  him  with  a  fupe- 

rior 
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r!or  command  to  general  Schuyler,  vvhilft  the  troops  ftiould  be  on 
this  fide  Canada  f  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  major  general 
Schuyler  and  major-general  Gates,  Anting  this  matter,  and  recom¬ 
mending  to  them  to  carry  on  the  military  operations  with  harmony, 
and  in  fiich  manner  as  fhall  beft  promote  the  public  fervice  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  gene- 
ral  Walhington. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended 
Daniel  Burkhard,  George  Hubley,  Jacob  Bunner  and  Benjamin 
Weifer,  to  be  captains  of  the  four  companies  of  Germans  to  be 
raifed  in  that  ftate  ; 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  approved,  and  that  commiflions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  general  Walhington  be  veiled  with  diferetionary 
power  to  call  to  his  afiiftance  at  New- York,  fuch  of  the  continen¬ 
tal  regiments  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  as  have  not  already  receiv¬ 
ed  orders  to  march  to  Ticonderoga ;  and  that  the  general  court  of 
that  ftate  be  requefted  to  fupply  their  places  with  militia,  if  they 
think  it  expedient : 

That  the  commilfary  general  have  full  power  to  fupply  both  ar¬ 
mies,  that  upon  the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New-York;  and  alfo  to 
appoint  and  employ  fuch  perfons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any 
deputy  commilfary,  as  he  (hall  judge  proper  and  expedient  ;  it  be¬ 
ing  abfolutely  necelfary ,  that  the  fupply  of  both  armies  fhould  be 
under  one  direction. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  thfe  election  of  a  deputy  quar¬ 
ter-mailer  general  for  the  flying  camp,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Clement  Biddle  was  elected  deputy  quarter-mailer  general  for 
the  flying  camp,  and  for  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jer- 
fey,  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Trenton. 

Refolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  the  election  of  a  de¬ 
puty  muller-mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp  and  militia  afore - 
faid. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  for  providing  medicines  be  di¬ 
rected  to  fupply  the  militia  aforefaid  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
fuitable  medicines. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  lor  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  battalions ;  the  ftate  of  Georgia  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Walhington  be  impowered  to  appoint 
fuitable  places  of  rendezvous  for  the  new  battalions  railing  for 
Canada,  and  communicate  the  fame  to  the  affemblies  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  Maffachufetts  Bay,  Connecticut  and  New-York;  alfo 
to  iffue  his  orders  for  fupplying  the  men  with  rations,  tents,  a 
month’s  pay  advance,  and  other  neceffaries. 

Refolved , 
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j  -y,  i  uai  ivir.  ivi^aie  oe  directed  to  advance  one  month's 
pay  to  fuch  of  the  militia  as  will  engage  to  lerve  in  the  flying 


Refolved,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
iurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  George  Evans,  contrador,  for  fupplyinjr 
the  Delaware  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable.  0 

A  letter  of  the  5th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware 

government,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grels  and  read  : 

Re/olved  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Mary¬ 
land  and  Delaware.  J 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  July  9,  1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  Abraham  Sheppard  be  appointed  captain  ; 

Samuel  Finley,  firft-lieutenant ; 

William  Killey,  fecond-lieutenant ; 

#  Henry  Bidinger,  third-lieutenant; 
of  the  Virginia  rifle  company  :  and  that  the  delegates  of  Virginia 
be  impowered  to  write  to  the  feveral  county  committees  in  that 
flate,  where  they  think  it  molt  proper  and  probable  for  the  men 
to  be  raifed,  requeuing  the  faid  committees  to  recommend  officers 
for  the  appointment  of  Congrefs,  to  fillup  colonel  Stevenfon’s 
regiment ;  the  officers  fo  recommended  to  have  power  immediately 
to  inlift  their  men,  and  commiffions  to  be  fent  them  as  foon  as 
poflible,  and  that  7000  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  colonel 
Stevenfon,  for  bounty  money,  and  other  regimental  expences  : 

That  a  farther  fum  of  5000  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
faid  colonel  Stevenfon,  and  2500  dollars  to  the  delegates  of  Mary¬ 
land  for  theufeof  the  faid  regiment;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Rejolvcdy  That  Mr.  Palfrey,  late  aid  de  camp  of  general  Wafh- 
ington,  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  continental  ar¬ 
my. 

J _ 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  deputy-mufter- 
mafler  general  for  the  flying  camp  and  militia  ordered  to  rendez¬ 
vous  at  Trenton,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  ; 

Jonathan  B.  Smith  was  elected. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  for 
the  purchale  of  two  velfels,  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Poole  was  re¬ 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  twenty  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  William  Poole 
for  his  prefent  fupport,  till  regulations  are  made  for  the  relief  of 
difabled  foldiers. 


Refolved * 
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Refolved ,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche  be  appointed  chaplain 
to  Congrefs,  and  that  he  be  deilred  to  attend  every  morning  at 
nine  o’clock. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  rgleafe 
Allen  M‘ Donald  of  Kingiborough,  a  prifoner  in  the  goal  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  his  parole,  and  that  upon  figning  the  parole  he  be 
treated  agreeable  to  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  fettle  a  cartel  for 
exchange  of  prifoners ; 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon. 

Refolved ,  That  fuch  of  the  militia  as  are  employed  in  making 
gun  locks,  and  fuch  as  are  employed  in  making  cannon,  and  pow¬ 
der,  be  detained  from  marching  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  New- 
Jerfey. 

Refolved y  That  five  of  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada  be  a  quorum  to  proceed  to 
bufinefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  to  whom  the  claims  of  John 
Walker  and  Willie  Jones,  Efqrs;  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs 
in  the  fouthern  department  were  referred,  reported  that  there  is 
due, 

To  John  Walker,  Efq;  for  139  days  he  was  employed  in  the 
fouthern  department  at  the  rate  of  4  dollars  a  day,  536  dollars  : 

To  Willie  Jones,  Efq;  for  his  expences  attending  indian  affairs* 
at  Salifbury,  and  travelling  to  fundry  places,  250  dollars,  and  for 
95  days  on  duty  at  4 dollars  a  day,  380  dollars: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  Ludwick  Karcher  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  July  jo,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  one  month’s  pay  be  advanced  to  the  militia  of 
Pennfylvania  ordered  to  march  to  Trenton,  the  fame  to  be  paid 
after  the  men  are  muftered  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  C.  Biddle,  the 
deputy-quarter  mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp,  and  militia, 
fuch  tents  and  other  articles  as  he  has  belonging  to  the  continent, 
and  which  may  be  wanted  for  the  militia  and  flying  camp. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  Laricafter  be  impowered,  and 
directed  to  keep  a  guard  over  the  prifoners,  in  the  barracks  of 
that  borough,  and  to  furround  the  faid  barracks  with  a  ftockade 
fort : 


S 


That 
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I  hat  the  privates,  who  are  prifoners  in  the  town  of  Reading, 
be  removed  to  the  borough  of  Lancader. 

A  letter  from  Ephraim  Anderfon  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington  on 
the  fubje£t,  enclofing  Mr.  Anderfop’s  letter,  and  that  Mr.  Ander¬ 
fon  be  referred  to  the  general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  rules  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  houfe,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  (landing  committee  for  indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  the  committe  for  providing  medicines  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  furnifh  Dr.  Albion  with  a  fett  of  inflruments,  and  that  the 
diredfor  general  fupply  him  with  proper  medicines. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  cartel,  between  brigadier  general 
Arnold  and  captain  Forfter,  and  the  feveral  papers  thereto  relating 
were  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  as 
follows : 

That  having  made  diligent  enquiry  into  the  fa&s,  they  find, 
that  a  party  of  390  continental  troops,  under  the  command  of  co¬ 
lonel  Bedel,  was  polled  at  the  Cedars,  about  43  miles  above  Mon¬ 
treal;  that  they  had  there  formed  fome  works  of  defence,  the 
greater  part  of  them  picketed  lines,  the  red  a  breadwork  of 
earth,  with  two  field  pieces  mounted  : 

That,  on  Wednefday,  the  15th  of  May,  colonel  Bedel  received 
intelligence,  that  a  party  of  the  enemy,  confiding  of  about  600 
regulars,  Canadians  and  indians,  were  on  their  way  to  attack  his 
pod,  and  were  then  within  nine  miles  of  it:  that  colonel  Bedel 
thereon  fet  out  himfelf  for  Montreal  to  procure  a  reinforcement 
whereupon  the  command  at  the  Cedars  devolved  on  Major  Butter¬ 
field: 

That,  on  Thurfday,  a  reinforcement,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Sherburne,  marched  from  Montreal  for  the  Cedars,  while 
a  larger  detachment  fhould  be  getting  ready  to  proceed  thither 
with  brigadier  general  Arnold  : 

That,  on  Friday  the  feventeenth,  the  enemy,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  captain  Border,  inveded  the  pod  at  the  Cedars,  and  for 
two  days  kept  up  a  loofe  fcattering  fire;  that  Major  Butterfield 
propofed  from  t lie  very  fird  to  furrendcr  the  pod,  and  refufed  re¬ 
peated  folicitations  from  his  officers  and  men,  to  permit  them  to 
ially  out  on  the  enemy  : 

That,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  a  flag  being  fent  in  by  the  enemy. 
Major  Butterfield  agreed  to  furrender  the  fort  and  garrifon  to  cap¬ 
tain  Forder,  capitulating  with  him,  whether  verbally  or  in  writ-* 
ing  does  not  appear,  that  the  garrifon  (hould  not  be  put  into  the- 
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hands  of  the  favages,  and  that  their  baggage  fhould  not  be  plan- 

That,  at  the  time  of  the  furrender,  the  enemy  confined  of  about 
4.0  regulars,  one  hundred  Canadians,  and  five  hundred  indians,  and 
no  cannon;  the  garrifon  hadfuftained  no  injury  from  their  fire,  but 
the  having  one  man  wounded;  they  had  twenty  rounds  of  cartridges 
a  man,  thirty  rounds  for  one  field  piece,  five  for  another,  hal  a 
barrel  of  gun  powder,  fifteen  pounds  of  mufquet  ball,  and  provm- 
ons  fufficient  to  have  laded  them  twenty  or  thirty  days:  Major 
Butterfield  knew  that  a  reinforcement  was  on  its  way,  and  more* 
over  was  fo  near  the  main  body  of  the  army*  that  he  could  not 

doubt  of  being  fupported  by  that: 

That,  immediately  on  the  furrender,  the  garrifon  was  put  into 
the  cudody  of  the  favages,  who  plundered  them  of  their  baggage, 

and  even  (tripped  them  of  their  cloaths: 

That  major  Sherburne  having  landed  on  Monday  the  20th, 
at  Quinze  Chenes,  about  nine  miles  from  the  Cedars,  and  marched 
on  with  his  party,  Confiding  then  of  one  hundred  men,  to  wuthin 
four  miles  thereof,  was  there  attacked  by  about  five  hundred 
of  the  enemy;  that  he  maintained  his  ground  about  an  hour, 
and  then  being  conftrained  to  retreat,  performed  the  fame  iu 
good  order,  receiving  and  returning  a  confiant  fire  for  about, 
forty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  finding  means  to  pod  advanced 
parties,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  intercept  his  farther  retreat,  they 

alfo  were  made  prifoners  of  war  : 

That  they  were  immediately  put  into  the  cudody  of  the  favages, 
carried  to  where  major  Butterfield  and  his  party  were,  and  drip¬ 
ped  of  their  baggage  and  wearing  apparel: 

That  two  of  them  were  put  to  death  that  evening,  four  or  five 
others  at  different  times  afterwards,  one  of  whom  was  of  thofe  wTho 
furrendered  on  capitulation  at  the  Cedars,  and  w^as  killed  on  the 
8th  day  after  that  furrender;  that  one  was  fird  fhot,  and  while  re¬ 
taining  life  and  fenfation,  was  roaded,  as  was  related  by  his  com¬ 
panion  now  in  pofleflion  of  the  favages,  who  himfelf  faw  the  find; 
and  that  feveral  others  being  worn  down  by  famine  and  cruelty,  were 
left  expofed  in  an  ifiand  naked  and  peridiing  with  cold  and  hun¬ 
ger  : 

That,  while  major  Sherburne  was  in  cudody  of  the  enemy, 
captain  Forder  required  of  him,  and  the  other  officers,  to  lign  a 
cartel  dipulating  the  exchange  of  themfelves  and  their  men  for  as 
many  of  equal  condition  of  the  Britilh  troops  in  our  pofleflion; 
farther  that  notwithdanding  the  exchange,  neither  themfelves  nor 
men  fhould  ever  again  bear  arms  again  ft  the  Britifh  government; 
and  for  the  performance  of  this,  four  hoftages  were  to  be  delive¬ 
red, which, they  beingunder  the  abfolute  power  of  the  enemy,  did 
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1  hat  on  Sunday  the  26th  the  prifoners  were  carried  to  Quinze 
.  encs’  u  hen  it  was  difcovered  that  general  Arnold  was  approach-* 
ing,  and  making  diTpolitions  to  attack  them: 

^1  hat  captain  Foriier  having  defired  major  Sherburne  to  attend 
a  flag,  which  he  was  about  to  fend  to  general  Arnold  for  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  cartel,  carried  him  into  the  council  ofindians,  then 
fitting,  w  I10  told  him,  that  it  was  a  mercv  never  before  fhewn  in 
tlieir  wdis,  that  they  had  put  to  death  \o  few  of  the  prifoners; 
but  that  he  mull  expert  and  fo  inform  general  Arnold,  that  they 

fhould  certainly  kill  every  man,  who  fhould  thereafter  fall  into  their 

hands  : 

iLru  captain  Forfter  joined  in  defiring  that  this  bloody  melfage 
fhould.be  delivered  to  general  Arnold, and  moreover  that  he  fhould 
bu  notified,  that  n  he  rejected  the  cartel,  and  attacked  him,  every 
man  of  the  prifoners  would  be  put  to  inftant  death: 

F nat  general  Arnold  was  extremely  averfe  from  entering  into 
an\  agreement,  and  was  at  length  induced  to  do  it  by  no  other 
mot l v e,  than  that  of  favmg  the  priioners  from  cruel  and  inhuman 
deatn,  threatened  in  fuch  terms  as  left  no  doubt  it  was  to  be 
perpetrated,  and  that  he  did  at  length  conclude  it,  after  feveral 
flegs  received  from  captain  Forfter,  and  a  relinquifhment  by  him 
oi  the  unequal  article  retraining  our  foldiers  from  again  bearing 
arms : 

That  the  prifoners  fo  flipulated  to  be  given  up  to  the  enemy, 
were  not  in  the  pofTeflion  of  general  Arnold,  nor  under  his  direc¬ 
tion,  but  were,  at  that  time  diftributed  in  various  parts  of  the 
continent,  under  the  orders  of  this  houfe: 

That  four  hoftages  were  accordingly  delivered  to  captain  For¬ 
mer,  who  were  immediately  plundered  andltripped  by  the  favages; 
and  on  his  part  were  delivered,  one  major,  four  captains,  fixteen 
fubalterns  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  five  privates  as  fpecified  in 
a  certificate  of  captain  James  Ofgood  and  others,  of  whom  no  fpe- 
cificat Ion  by  their  names  or  numbers  has  yet  been  tranfmitted;  that 
he  retained  twelve  Canadians  alledging  in  his  juftification  exprefs 
orders  fo  to  do,  and  that  living  in  a  military  government,  they 
were  to  be  confidered  even  in  a  worfer  light  than  deferters  from  his 
majefiy’s  armies:  Thefe  he  carried  away  in  irons,  but  afterwards 
releafed:  That  he  permitted  the  Indians  to  carry  into  their  coun¬ 
tries  feveral  other  natives  of  the  United  States  for  purpofes  un¬ 
known: 

That,  during  the  time  of  their  captivity,  not  half  food  was  al¬ 
lowed  the  prifoners;  they  were  continually  infulted,  buffetted  and 
ill  treated  by  the  favages;  and  when  the  firft  parties  of  them  were 
carried  oil’  from  the  fiiore  to  be  delivered  to  general  Arnold,  balls 
of  mud  were  fired  at  them,  and  at  the  la  ft  parties  mulket  balls. 

'idie  Congrcfs  taking  into  confideration  the  foregoing  report, 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Refolved, 
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Refolved  That  all  aa$  contrary  to  good  faith,  the  laws  of  na 
tureor  the  cuftoms  of  civilized  nations,  done  by  the  officers  or 
foldiers  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  or  by  foreigners  or  favages  taken 
into  his  fervice,  are  to  be  conlidered  as  done  by  his  orders,  un  e  s 
indemnification  be  made  in  cafes  which  admit  indemnification,  and 
in  all  other  cafes,  unlefs  immediate  and  eife&ive  meafutes  be  ta  ten 
by  him,  or  by  his  officers,  for  bringing  to  condign  punnhment  t  u 

authors,  abettors  and  perpetrators  of  the  adl :  ^  i 

That  the  plundering  the  baggage  of  the  garriion  at  tneCe  ais, 
llripping  them  of  their  deaths,  and  delivering  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  lavages,  was  a  breach  of  the  capitulation  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  for  which  indemnification  ought  to  be  demanded: 

That  the  murder  of  the  prisoners  of  war  was  a  groks  and  inhu¬ 
man  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations;  that  condign  pu- 
niihment  ffiould  be  infii&ed  on  the  authors,  abettors  and  perpe¬ 
trators  of  the  fame ;  and  that,  for  this  purpoie,  it  be  lequne  , 

that  they  be  delivered  into  our  hands  : 

That  the  agreement  entered  into  by  general  Arnold,  was  a  met^ 
fponfion  on  his  part;  he  not  being  invefted  with  powers  for  the 
difpofal  of  prifoners  not  in  his  pofieffion,  nor  under  his  dhedion  , 
and  that,  therefore,  it  is  fubjedc  to  be  ratified  or  annulled,  at  the 
dilcretion  of  this  houfe  : 

That  the  fnameful  furrender  of  the  pod  at  the  Cedars,  is  charge¬ 
able  on  the  commanding  officer ;  that  fuch  other  of  the  prifoners, 
as  were  taken  there,  fhewed  a  willingnefs  and  defire  to  fight  the 
enemy  ;  and  that  major  Sherburne  and  the  prifoners  taken  with 
him,  though  their  diiparity  of  numbers  was  great,  fought  the 
enemy  bravely  for  a  conliderable  time,  and  furrendered  at  laft,but 
on  abfolute  neceffity  ;  on  which  confideration,  and  on  which  alone 
it  is  refolved,  that  the  faid  fponfion  be  ratified  ;  and  that  an  equal 
number  of  captives  from  the  enemy,  of  the  fame  rank  and  condi¬ 
tion,  be  reftored  to  them,  as  Aipulated  by  the  faid  fponfion: 

That,  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  prifoners  to  be  returned  oil 
our  part,  the  Britiffi  commander  in  Canada  be  required  to  deliver 
into  our  hands  the  authors,  abettors  and  perpetrators  of  the  horrid 
murder  committed  on  the  prifoners,  to  fuffer  fuch  pumfhment  as 
their  crime  deferves ;  and  alfo  to  make  indemnification  for  the 
plunder  at  the  Cedars,  taken  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  capitula¬ 
tion  ;  and  that,  until  fuch  delivery  and  indemnification  be  made, 
the  faid  prifoners  be  not  delivered  : 

That,  if  the  enemy  fhall  commit  any  further  violences,  by  put¬ 
ting  to  death,  torturing,  or  otherwife  ill  treating  the  prifoners  re¬ 
tained  by  them,  or  any  of  the  hoftages  put  into  their  hands,  re- 
courfe  be  had  to  retaliation,  as  the  foie  means  of  flopping  the  pro- 
grefs  of  human  butchery;  and  that  for  that  purpofe,  punifhments 
of  the  fame  kind  and  degree  be  infiidted  on  an  equal  number  of  the 

captives 
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•** •* be  u^*  *- 

lent  to  generals  Howe  and  Burgoyne.  ^ 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  tiy  t 776- 
Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  9th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Terfev  • 

from  officers'  nnf<  ’  !,T-' the,COmmittee  of  L&ol,  and  three 
Refol-Z Th  /  £"?’  defr"ng  lcave  tC  come  to  Philadelphia. 
reWdtl’fh'l  ^  rtterfr°m  the  invention  of  New-Jerfey  be 

Sn  as  poflSie.b°ard  °f  ™  Wh°  ™  ***  *cre£  as 

C  ^Blddo’  If  ^  T-  Mat,ack  be  direfted  t0  deliver  to  Mr. 
O.  Biadle,  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  for  the  fly, ’no-  CamD 

bU  ZT™“  “““  “  h"  P°“”’  -  b«  ”“»“7 

'l  he  general  having  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  to 

be  officers  of  the  two  remaining  riffle  companies  of  colonel  Steven! 
fon  s  battalion  at  New-York,  viz.  Steven. 

Philemon  Griffith,  captain: 

Thomas  Hufley  Lucket,  firft  lieutenant; 

Adamfon  I  annohill,  fecond  lieutenant : 

Henry  Hardman,  third  lieutenant  : 

Richard  Davis,  captain  : 

Daniel  CrefTap,  firft  lieutenant : 

Nieman  Tannehill,  fecond  lieutenant: 
ftienry  Hardman,  third  lieutenant ; 

Refolved, That  they  be  accepted,  and  commiffions  granted  to 
them  accordingly.  6  > 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  213  dollars  and  one-third  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  defray 
the  expences  of  tranfporting  powder  to  Maryland;  they  to  be  ac¬ 
Three  petitions ;  one  from  major  Melchior,  one  from  John 

JJoylc  and  one  from  Benjamin  Flower,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read: 

Refolved \  1  hat  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  John  Cox  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  - 
whereupon,  J 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fell  Mr.  Cox 

half  a  ton  of  powder,  for  the  life  of  the  private  veffel  of  war  by 
him  fitted  out.  * 

A  petition  from  Cox,  Furman  and  others,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  together  with  a  memorial  from  the  committee 
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of  infne&ion  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  recommending  their  cafe  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs ;  where- 

°Refolved ,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  difpofe  of  the  goods 
mentioned  in  their  petition. 

A  letter  of  the  10th,  from  general  Wafhington,  and  five  letters 
of  the  5th  and  6th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  convention  of 
New-Jerfey  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  informing  them, — that,  as  they  have  not  inclofed  to  Com 
grefs  copies  of  general  Wafhington’s  and  brigadier  geneial  Living- 
fton’s  letters,  no  judgment  can  be  formed  by  Congrefs,  concerning 
the  contents  of  them,  until  copies  are  fent ; — that  meafures  are 
taking  in  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  for  forming  the  flying 
camp  • — that,  in  the  mean  while,  the  aflociated  militia  are  march¬ 
ing  in  great  numbers  from  Pennfylvania,  for  the  defence  of  New- 
Jerfey; — that  ammunition  has  been  and  will  be  fupplied  by  this 
Congrefs,  for  the  defence  of  New- Jerfey ; — that,  with  regard  to 
the  pay  of  the  militia,  Congrefs  will  obferve  the  fame  rule  of  con- 
duff  towards  New-Jerfey,  as  towards  other  colonies: 

That  it  be  notified  to  the  convention  of  Virginia,  that  the  Con¬ 
grefs  are  willing  to  take  into  continental  poffeffion  the  forts  at  the 
mouths  of  Wheeling  and  the  great  Kanhaway,  and  the  fort  at 
Pittfbnrg  nowin  po&ffion  of  that  colony ;  and  alfo  to  receive,  on 
the  continental  eftabliftiment,  the  garrifons  in  thefe  forts,  if  the 
faid  convention  fhall  defire  it. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  that,  in  purfuance  of  the  order 
of  Congrefs,  they  have  called  before  them  divers  of  the  inferior  of¬ 
ficers  belonging  to  the  {hips  Alfred  and  Columbus,  and  having 
heard  their  complaints  againft  the  captains  Saltonftall  and  Whip¬ 
ple,  in  their  prefence,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  charge  againft  cap¬ 
tain  Saltonftall  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  well  found¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  charge  againft  captain  Whipple  amounts  to  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  rough,  indelicate  mode  of  behaviour  to  his  ma¬ 
rine  officers  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  direffed  to  order  the 
captains  Saltonftall  and  Whipple  to  repair  to  their  refpeffive  com¬ 
mands  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  captain  Whipple  to  culti¬ 
vate  harmony  with  his  officers. 

Dr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  commiffioners  to  Canada,  laid  before 
Congrefs  an  account  of  his  expenditures : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  prefident  acquainted  Congrefs,  tfiat  laft  evening  informa¬ 
tion  was  given  to  him  of  a  confpiracy  or  plot  carrying  on  for  li¬ 
berating 
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berating  the  prifoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia  and  other  evil 
deiigns;  whereupon, 

Refohed) '  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  and  that  they, 
toget  ler  with  the  prefident,  be  directed  to  make  ftriCt  enquiry 
into  t  le  tiuth  of  the  matter,  and  if  they  find  the  information  well 
grounded,  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  they  {hall  judge  prudent  and  ef¬ 
fectual  for  defeating  the  machinations  of  the  confpirators ;  and  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  to  call  upon  the  brigadier  general  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  aflbciators,for  the  aid  of  the  military  • 

Th^me.?berS  chofen’  Mr‘  M^fon,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Guin- 

net,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Meafe  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read- 
whereupon,  7 

x*  *  p  That  an  order  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea-* 
lurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Meafe,  to  enable  him  to  advance  a  month’s 
pay  to  the  military  affociators  of  Pennfylvania,  ordered  into  New- 

Jerfey,  and  to  thofe  who  engage  to  form  the  living  camp;  he  to 
be  accountable.  0  . 


^he  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

T.  o  1  homas  Amor,  for  boarding  general  Lee’s  guard,  the  fum 
of  34  dollars  and  twenty-two-ninetieths  : 

To  colonel  Nelfon,  for  expences  of  an  exprefs,  the  fum  of  4  dol¬ 
lars  and  eighty-four-ninetieths  : 

To  Cafper  Miller,  for  provifions,  See.  for  general  Lee’s  guard, 
the  fum  of  33  dollars  and  twenty-feven-ninetierhs  : 

r^'°  ^  homas  Lundas,  for  riffles  fupplied  colonel  Irwine’s  batta¬ 
lion,  the  fum  of  3  13  dollars  and  feventy-eight-ninetieths,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  battalion  : 

To  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  expences  paid  for  the  carriage, 
guard,  See.  of  powder,  to  North-Carolina,  the  fum  of  660  dollars 
and  thirty-four-ninetieths  : 

Io  I  imothy  Matlack,  on  account,  200  dollars; 

To  William  Trickett,  for  flationary,  the  fum  of  204  dollars  and 
fifty-one-ninetieths: 


Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

I  he  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  John  Macpherfon  of 
the  3  1  ft  of  May,  was  referred,  reported, 

I  hat  they  have  examined  Mr.  Macpherfon,  refpe&ing  the  con¬ 
tents  of  his  letter,  who  alledged,  that  he  had  a  promife  of  being 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  navy,  by  MefTrs. 
Randolph,  Hopkins  and  J.  Rutledge,  a  committee  of  Congrefs, 
to  whom  he  communicated  an  important  fecret,  but  that  he  pro¬ 
duced  no  evidence  in  fupport  of  fuch  allegation  ;  that  they  enquir¬ 
ed  of  Mr.  Hopkins  about  this  promife,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Macpherfon,  arid  that  Mr.  Hopkins  declared  he  recollected  no¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  ;  whereupon, 
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Uefolved,  That  the  application  and  requeft  of  Mr,  Macpherfon 

is  unreafonable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  July  12,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz* 

One  of  the  nth,  from  brigadier  general  Woofter : 

One  from  Mrs.  Connolly;  and 

One  of  the  10th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jeriey : 

Refolved ,  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  8th  of  May  Jait, 
on  the  inftruaions  given  to  commodore  Hopkins,  be  difcharged  5 
and  that  the  matters  to  them  referred,  be  committed  to  the  marine 
committee,  who  are  inverted  with  the  fame  powers  as  the  commit¬ 
tee,  now  difcharged,  were  at  their  appointment;  and  that  the  laid 
marine  committee  be  direded  to  proceed  to  enquire,  as  well  how 

far  the  faid  commodore  has  complied  with  the  mftrudions  given  him 

by  the  naval  committee,  as  into  the  complaints  leponte  y  t  e 
marine  committee  on  the  13th  of  June,  to  have  been  exhibited 

againft  him.  r  a/t  nu  1 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  Mr.  Charles 

Walker,  for  the  hire  and  expences  of  his  floop  Endeavour  amUhe 

damages  he  has  fuftained,  in  confequence  of  her  being  taken  into 

the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  brought  from  New-f  rovi- 

dence  to  New-London  by  commodore  Hopkins,  brought  111  their 

report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  floop  Endeavour  be  reftored  to  the  faid 

Charles  Walker,  with  all  her  ftores  and  materials,  as  fhe  came  from 

fea,  and  now  lies  at  New-London  : 

That  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faiti  Chailes 

Walker,  for  the  hire  of  her,  and  in  lieu  of  all  Ioffes,  damages* 
premiums  of  infurance,  and  expences  whatever  : 

That  the  faid  Charles  Walker  be  permitted  to  invert  the  balance 
of  the  faid  20OT  dollars,  or  what  remains  after  defraying  his  ex¬ 
pences,  and  paying  for  the  repairs  and  outfit  of  his  vert'd,  in  pro¬ 
duce,  and  export  the  fame.  #  • 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  articles  of  confederation, 

brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  eighty  copies, and  no  more,  of  the  confederation,  as 
brought  in  by  the  committee,  be  immediately  printed  and  depo- 
fited  with  the  fecretary,  who  rtiall  deliver  one  copy  to  each  mcmbci  * 
That  the  printer  be  under  oath  to  deliver  all  the  copies,  which 
he  rtiall  print  together  with  the  copy  fheet  to  tne  fecietaiy,  and 
not  to  difclofe  either  diretlly  or  indirectly,  the  contents  of  the 
faid  confederation: 

That  no  member  furnifa  any  perfon  with  his  copy,  or  take  any 


264 


Journals  of  Congress. 


*“  "'prin‘“1,  '"d  ,l“ 

their  report,  which  was  read :  r  o'  m 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

t  JRefihed,  That  Mr.  Hopkinfon  be  added  to  the  marine  commit- 

tanfderf  Th3t  ^  be  imP0wered  to  employ  an  affif- 

1  he  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  the  account  of  Dr 

ted  that  there  is  due  to  faid  Dr  Fr  nldin  S  7  Z  '  J'S"' 
and  eighteen  ninetieths,  of  which  °f  1221  d°1IarS 

S6odoHars  to  be  charged  to  brigadier-general  Arnold  : 

24  do.  advanced  to  Charles  Carrol  ofCarrolton,  Efq- 

the  6,tfed°ofatnifefeVenty;m  ght  nmCtieths>  Faid  for  bedding  &c.  for 

II  I,  f  r  fr®”11  which  now  remains  depofited 
with  the  commiffary  of  {lores  at  Albany,  and  ™ 

linand  fcatr'r  t!‘urty  ninetieths>  “pended  by  MefTrs. -Frank- 

OriLC T1  1  re'"JOLlrney  t,°>  and  from>  and  in  Canada  : 

i  raered ,  I  hat  the  faia  account  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

a.  he  Congrefs  being  called  together  on 

Sunday,  July  14,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington  dated  nth  and  12th 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read.  ’ 

Refolvtd,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 

trea hirers  in  favour  of  C.  Biddle,  deputy-quarter  mailer  general 

01  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp  and  militia  ordered  to  New-Jerfey 
he  to  be  accountable  :  J  >  > 

That  Mr.  Biddle  be  direfted  to  ufe  every  method  to  forward 
(  floui  at  Trenton  to  the  places  where  it  is  wanted: 

1  hat  he  be  impowered  to  appoint  an  affiilant : 

That  he  be  direfted  to  furnifh  tents,  camp  kettles,  and  canteens 

for  an  army  of  20,000  men,  including  fuchofthofe  articles,  as  he 
lias  received  from  A^r.  iVIeafc  r 

1  hat  lie  be  diiedled  to  employ  one  or  more  armourers  for  the 
army  in  New-  Jerfey  : 

i  bat  application  be  made  to  the  convention  of  New-Terfev  to 
upp  y  all  the  lead  they  pofTibly  can  for  the  dying  camp  and  militia: 

I  oat  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvamn  defiring  them  to  fupply  the  flying  camp  and  militia  in 

New-Jerfey  with  as  many  mulket  cartridges  well  balled,  as  they 
can  polhbly  ipare:  1 


That 
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TH  t  the  feci'ct  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fupply  the  committee 
hf  rafL  0f  Pennfylvania,  with  a  quantity  of  powder  equal  to  that 

fpared  to  the  continent  in  cartridges  : 

F  That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  overtake  the  powder  waggons  gone  to 
Virginia  with  a  letter  to  colonel  F.  Lewis,  defiring  him  to  fend 
in  the  return  waggons  all  the  lead  he  can  colled  at  Ffederickffiurg; 

That  the  committee  or  council  of  fafetv  of  Virginia  be  requeu¬ 
ed  to  fend  to  Philadelphia  by  the  return  of  the  waggons  as  much 
of  the  lead  they  now  have  at  Williamfburg,  as  they  can  {pare,  and 
to  order  from  the  mines  15  or  20  tons  more  of  lead  to  Philadelphia, 

as  foon  as  poffible :  ■  _  .  XT 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  commanding  officer  in  JNew- 
jerfey  to  march  fuch  of  the  militia,  and  flying  camp  to  Brun¬ 
swick  or  other  places  in  New-Jerfey,  as  he  may  judge  neceffary, 
and  moft  conducive  to  the  publick  fervice,  provided  that  this  does 
not  interfere  with  any  prior  dire&ions  of  general  Waflnngton  : . 

That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeued  im¬ 
mediately  to  order  to  the  feveral  places  of  their  deftination  all  the 
Britifn  officers,  prifoners  in  this  city;  their  wives  not  to  be  defir- 
ed  to  go,  until  the  weather  is  more  fuitable 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  Pennfylvania  be  defired  to  iflue 
frefli  orders,  and  exert  himfelf  to  forward  the  immediate  march  of 
the  militia  to  New-Jerfey  :  The  fervice  requiring  their  being  im¬ 
mediately  embodied,  as  appears  by  the  advices  received  by  ex¬ 
prefs  from  general  Wafhiflgton  :  _  _ 

That  the  deputy  quarter  matter  general  be  dire&ed  to  requeft 
the  ufe  offome  houfe  of  public  worship  to  cover  the  troops  during 
their  (hort  ftay  in  this  city. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,  July  15,  177 6. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  Mr.  J.  Jay  of  the  6th,  inclofing  a  memorial  from  Sa¬ 
muel  Tredwell  Pell  of  the  manor  of  Pelham  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Lancatter  of  the  1  ith  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Reading  of  the  13th  ;  and 

Two  from  the  convention  of  New-York  of  the  i  ith,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  inclofed,  among  which  were  the  following  refolutions  ; 
«  In  convention  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  ftate  of  New-York, 

White  Plains,  July  9,  1776. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  reafons  affigned  by  the  conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs  for  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  inde¬ 
pendant  ftates,  are  cogent  and  conclufive,  and  that  while  we  la¬ 
ment  the  cruel  neceffity,  which  has  rendered  that  meafure  unavoid¬ 
able,  we  approve  the  fame,  and  will  at  the  rifque  of  our  lives  and 
fortunes  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  fupporting  it. 

Vol,  II.  '  L 1  Refolved, 
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Refolded  unanimoufly,  That  the  delegates  of  this  ftate,  in  the 
continental  Congreis,  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorifed  to 


COfl- 


cat  and  auopt  ail  fuch  meafures  as  they  may  deem  conducive  to 
uie  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

,  of,  from  the  rainutes>  Robert  Benson,  Secretary.” 

Rejolved,  That  the  letters  from  the  convention  of  New- York 
with  tne  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war- 

I  hat  the  general’s  letters  of  the  loth,  i  ith  and  12th,  be  re- 
ierred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Rifchcd,  1  hat  the  cale  of  the  officers  ordered  from  New-Jerfey 
to  1  ennfylvama,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  examine  into  the  condod  of  faid  officers  and  their  fer- 
yants,  and  to  order  them  to  fuch  places,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  in 
iUCii  manner,  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

Refoived ,  That  the  fum  of  55  dollars  be  paid  to  major  Henry 
oherburne,  for  his  expences  from  the  6th  of  June,  the  time  he  left 

anada,  to  this  day,  with  a  farther  allowance  of  eight  days  ex¬ 
pences  to  join  his  regiment. 

Refoived,  That  two  members  be  elected  for  the  board  of  treafu- 
1*)  >  m  tne  room  of  two  who  are  abfent  i 

1  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton  and  Mr.  Reed. 

A  letter  from  an  officer  of  colonel  Hazen’s  battalion,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolded,  1  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  mifearri- 
ages  in  Canada. 

/V  petition  and  memorial  of  captain  James  Rofs  was  received 
ar.d  read  : 

Refoived,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Refoived ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  go¬ 
vernor  of  V  irginia,  to  give  orders  for  manning  and  fendino-  to  fea, 
under  convoy,  the  brigantine  Fanny,  captain  Tokely,  which  is 
loaded  on  account  of  the  continent. 

Refoived ,  That  a  committee  to  confift  of  a  member  from  Viro-i- 
nia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey,  be  Ap¬ 
pointed  to  confider  t lie  propriety  and  means  of  augmenting  the 
flying  camp : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Morton  and  Mr.  Stockton, 

Refoived,  1  hat  the  battalion  for  the  defence  of  the  weftern  fron- 
n.  tiers,  be  raifed  in  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and  Bedford,  in 
the  following  proportions,  to  wit,  feven  companies  in  Weftmore¬ 
land,  and  one  company  in  Bedford: 

I  hat  the  commiflioned  officers  of  the  feveral  companies,  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  committee  of  the  county  in  which  they  are  to  be 
raifed. 

Refoived,  That  to-morrow  be  aftigned  for  electing  the  field  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  German  battalion. 

Refoived , 
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Refolded ,  That  a  chief  phyfician  be  appointed  for  the  flying 
camp,  and  that  his  pay  be  four  dollars  a  day  : 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Docdor  William  Shippen,  jun.  was  elected. 

Refolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  afiigned  for  ele&ing  a  commifTary 
of  military  (lores,  and  a  deputy  adjutant  general  (or  She  (lying 
camp. 

Refolved ,  That  Thurfday  morning  be  affigned  for  taking  into 
confidevation  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Refolved ,  That  Alexander  M‘Donald,  fun  of  captain  McDonald, 
be  liberated  oii  his  parole,  and  allowed  to  refide  with  his  father. 

A  petition  from  John  Hannum  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read : 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  accompany¬ 
ing  it,  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  July  16,  177 6. 

Sundry  letters  were  ia:d  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  14th  : 

One  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan,  of  the  2d,  from  Crown- 
point  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Lancader,  of  the  13th: 

One  from  Samuel  Blackden,  of  the  16th  : 

Refolved7  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war: 

That  Samuel  Blackden.  be  referred  to  the  deputy  paymafter  and 
deputy  commifTary  general  in  the  northern  department. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Wafiiington  be  de fired  to  lodge  powder" 
with  fuch  perfons  as  he  may  think  proper,  for  the  ufe  of  inch 
parts  of  the  date  of  New  York,  as  he  may  apprehend  expofed  to 
danger,  and  that  tne  commanding  officer  in  New-Jerfey  do  the 
fame  in  that  colony;  and  that  general  Wafhington,  and  the  (aid 
commanding  officer  in  New-Jtrfey.  be  impowered  to  draw  from 
the  mills  of  MefTrs.  Wifner,  Livingdon  and  Ford,  any  powder 
which  may  be  requifite  (or  tnefe  purpofes,  or  for  the  ufe  of  their 
refpeclive  camps. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  • 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  there  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  each  regiment  in  the  continental  army,  a  ferjeant  major,  quar¬ 
ter  mader  ferjeant,  drum  major  and  fife  major,  who  (hall  reflec¬ 
tively  hold  no  other  appointment  but-thofe  before  mentioned,  and 
that  their  pay  be  one  dollar  a  month  each,  more  than  that  allowed 
to  a  ferjeant,  drum  or  dfe  in  faid  regiment : 

That  a  warrant  be  made  out  to  John  Doyle,  to  be  a  captain  cf 
a  company  of  riffie  men  to  be  raifed  for  three  years,  unlefs  fooner 
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,difcharged  by  Congrefs ;  his  commiffion  to  be  given  him  as  foon 
as  his  company  is  full: 

That  a  paymafter  be  appointed  to  each  regiment  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  with  a  falary  of  26  dollars  and  two-thirds  a 
month : 

That  the  application  to  Congrefs  from  Mr.  Rowland  Chambers, 
defiring  to  be  appointed  paymafter  to  the  New  Jerfey  troops  at 
New- York,  cannot  be  complied  with,  as  fuch  an  appointment 
would  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the  paymafter  general,  within 
whofe  department  it  properly  lies: 

1  hat  half  a  dollar  a  week  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  Connecticut 
light  horfe,  who  have  joined  the  army  at  New-York,  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  horfe  for  fo  long  time  only  as  the  general  (hail 
think  it  neceflarv  for  fuch  horfe  to  continue  in  the  fervice: 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  every  poflible  pre¬ 
caution  to  cleanfe  the  army,  under  his  command,  from  the  in¬ 
fection  of  the  fmalbpox: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  now 
fitting  to  take  fuch  mealures  as  they  may  judge  proper  and  necef- 
fary,  for  procuring  as  much  lead,  within  that  ftate,  as  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  fupply  of  the  flying  camp : 

That  three  commifiioners  be  appointed  by  Congrefs  to  repair  as 
foon  as  may  be  to  New-York,  there  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
commiflary  general,  quarter  mafter  general,  and  director  general 
of  the  hofpital,  and  all  other  accounts  of  the  army;  the  faid  com- 
miftioners  to  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  truft: 

That  three  commifiioners  be  appointed  for  the  like  purpofes  in 
the  northern  armv: 

J 

That  general  Wafhington  be  informed,  that  the  bounty  granted 
by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  26th  of  June,  was  intended  as 
a  general  regulation,  and  to  extend  to  all  fuch  men  now  in  the 
continental  fervice,  and  ail  others,  who  will  inlift  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  to  be  computed  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  their  prefent  inliftment. 

Refolvcdy  That  Monfieur  Kirmovan  be  appointed  an  engineer 
in  the  continental  fervice,  with  the  pay  of  60  dollars  a  month,  and 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel : 

That  he  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  New-Jerfey,  and 
put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  the  officer  commanding  the  fly¬ 
ing  camp. 

Rcfohedy  That  Richard  Humpton  be  employed  in  the  continent 
tal  fervice,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant  colonel: 

That  Samuel  Dawfon  be  employed  in  the  continental  fervice, 
with  the  rank  and  pay  of  captain: 

That  they  be  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to  New-Jerfey,  and 
put  themfelves  under  the  command  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
flying  campo 

Refolvcdy 
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j,  ,  ,  ,  That  general  Wafliington  be  defired  to  call  to  his  af- 

i  Nvw Vfrk.  two  thoufand  of  the  men  who  have  nwch- 
tto  New  Jerfey  to  form  the  flying  camp,  and  that  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey  be  requefted  immediately  to  fupp  y  the.r  places  with 
equal  number  of  the  militia  of  that  ftate;  that  letters  be  wr.t- 

ten  to  the  (fates  of  Maffachufetts- Bay .Connea.cut  and  New-Jerfey, 

fetting  forth  the  fituation  of  our  affairs  in  the  New- York  depart¬ 
ment,  and  preffing  them  immediately  to  comply  with  the  requih- 

tion  of  Congrefs  of  the  3d  of  June:  '  . 

That  the^ fituation  of  our  army  at  New-York  be  pointed  out  t Q 
ihe  ilate  of  Conneaicut,  and  that  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to 
that  ftate  immediately  to  fend  all  the  militia  thereof,  which  can  be 
{pared,  into  New-York,  to  reinforce  the  army  there,  and  conti¬ 
nue  in  fervice  until  the  proportions  requefted  of  the  feveral  ftates 

{hall  arrive.  ,  r  -n-  f  -r 

The  Conorefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  commiflary  ot  mili¬ 
tary  ftores  for  the  flying  camp,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Flower,  Efq;  was  ele6fted.  ,  f  0 

A  letter  from  S.  Chafe,  Efq  ;  of  the  8th  was  laid  before  Con¬ 


grefs  and  read ;  .  ,  .  c  ,  , 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  petition  of  Mr. 

Mentges,  read  the  12th,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylva- 

nia  and  Maryland.  #  r 

A  petition  from  captain  Benedidf  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 

and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolve /,  That  a  copy  of  faid  petition  be  lent  to  general  bchuy- 
ler,  and  that  he  be  delired  to  order  the  accounts  of  captain  Bene- 
dia  to  be  fettled  and  paid,  or  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  reafons 
why  payment  ought  to  be  withheld. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Wifner  be  impowered  to  employ  a  proper 

perfon  to  manufacture  gunflints. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to  morrow. 


■Wednesday,  July  17,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  immediately  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  half  a  ton  of  fait  petre,  to  be  by  him  for¬ 
warded  to  col.  Moylan,  quarter  mafter  general. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  dated  the  12th,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

One  from  brigadier  general  Woofter  : 

One  of  the  1  ith  from  Richard  Ellis  ;  and, 

One  of  the  15th  from  Carpenter  Wharton. 

Refolved.,  That  an  order  for  15,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treasurers,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  the  letter  of  general  Wafhington  of 
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the  14th  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

That  general  Wafliington,  in  refuling  to  receive  a  let¬ 
ter  laid  to  be  fent  from  lord  Howe,  addreffed  to"“  George  Walh- 
ington,  Efq;"  aded  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  ftation  ;  and 
therefore,  tins  Congrefs  do  highly  approve  the  fame;  and  do  di- 
rea-  Jhat  n"  ^tter  or  meffage  be  received  on  any  occafion  whatfo- 
ever  from  the  enemy,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  others  th» 
commanders  of  the  American  army,  but  fuch  as  lhall  be  direfted 
to  them  in  the  characters  they  refpectively  fuftain. 

The  prefident  informed  Congrefs,  that  he  had  been  under  the 
di (agreeable  neceflity  of  committing  captain  Gamble  to  prifon  on 
account  of  his  ill  behaviour  •  whereupon, 

RtjolveJ ,  1  hat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  captain  Gamble,  fince  he  was  made  prifoner  of  war 
and  report  fpecially  to  Congrefs.  ’ 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  memorial  of  the  dire&or-general  of  the  American  hof- 
pital  ;  whereupon, 

RcfolccJ ,  I  hat  the  number  of  hofpital  furgeons  and  mates  be 
increafed  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  one  furgeon  and  five  mates  to  every  five  thoufand  men,  to 

be  reduced  when  the  army  is  reduced,  or  when  there  is  no  farther 
occafion  for  fuch  a  number  :  J  ...  ;  ‘  - 

That  as  many  perfons  be  employed  in  the  feveral  hofpitals  in 
quality  of  ftore  keepers,  llewards,  managers  and  nurfes,  as  are  ne- 
ceilary  for  the  fervice,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
directors  of  the  refpe&ive  hofpitals  : 

That  the  feveral  regimental  chefis  of  medicines,  and  chirurgical 
mftruments,  which  now  arc,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  in  the  pofieffion 
of  the  regimental  furgeons,  be  fubjeft  to  the  infpe&ion  and  inqui- 
’y  nf  tne  t efptdtivc  directors  of  hofpitals  and  tlie  director  general  * 
and  that  the  faid  regimental  furgeons  fhall  from  time  to  time! 
when  thereto  required,  render  account  of  the  faid  medicines  and 
inftruments,  to  the  faid  director,  or  if  there  be  no  director  in  any 
particular  department,  to  the  dire&or  general  :  The  faid  accounts 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  director  general,  and  by  him  to  this  Con¬ 
grefs  :  And  the  medicines  and  inftruments  not  ufed  by  any  regi¬ 
mental  furgeon  to  be  returned,  when  the  regiment  is  reduced,  to 
the  refpeeftive  directors,  and  an  account  thereof  by  them  rendered 
to  the  director  general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congrefs : 

That  the  feveral  directors  of  hofpitals,  in  the  feveral  depart¬ 
ments,  and  the  regimental  furgeons,  where  there  is  no  director, 
fhall  tranlmit  to  the  director  general  regular  returns  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fur  geons  mates,  and  other  officers  employed  under  them, 
their  names  and  pay  :  Alfo  an  account  of  the  expences  and  furni¬ 
ture  of  the  hofpital  under  their  direction ;  and  that  the  dire&or 
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general  make  report  of  the  fame  from  time  to  time  to  the  comman- 
der  in  chief,  and  this  Congrefs  : 

That  the  feveral  regimental  and  hofpital  furgeons,  in  the  feve- 
ral  departments,  make  weekly  returns  of  the  lick  to  the  refpedlive 
dire&ors  in  their  departments  : 

That  no  regimental  lurgeon  be  allowed  to  draw  upon  the  hofpi¬ 
tal  of  his  department  for  any  (lores,  except  medicines  and  inflru- 
ments  ;  and  that  when  any  Tick  perfon  lhall  require  other  (lores, 
they  (hall  be  received  into  the  faid  hofpital,  and  the  rations  of  the 
faid  lick  perfons  be  (lopped,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  the  faid  hofpi¬ 
tal  ;  and  that  the  directors  of  the  feveral  hofpitals  report  to  the 
commiflary  the  names  of  the  fick,  when  received  into,  and  when 
difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  and  make  a  like  return  to  the  board 
of treafury  : 

That  all  extra-expences  for  bandages,  old  linen,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles  neceflary  for  the  fervice,  incurred  by  any  regimental  fur- 
geon,  be  paid  by  the  director  of  that  department,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  commander  thereof : 

That  no  more  medicines  belonging  to  the  continent  be  difpofed 
of,  till  further  order  ot  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  hofpital  furgeons  be  encreafed  to  one  dollar, 
and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  by  the  day,  the  pay  of  the  hoipital 
mates  to  one  dollar  by  the  day,  and  the  pay  of  the  hofpital  apo¬ 
thecary,  to  one  dollar,  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar,  by  the  day  : 
And  that  the  hofpital  furgeons  and  mates  take  rank  of  regimental 
furgeons  and  mates: 

That  the  director  general  and  the  feveral  directors  of  hofpitals 
be  impowered  to  purchafe  with  the  approbatian  of  the  commander 
of  the  refpedive  departments,  medicines  and  inflrumcnts  for  the 
ufe  of  their  refpeclive  hofpitals,  and  draw  upon  the  paymafler  for 
the  fame,  and  make  report  of  fuch  purchafes  to  Congrefs. 

Rzfolved,  That  Nicholas  Haufeigger  be  colonel  : 

George  Strieker  lieutenant-colonel  : 

Ludewick  Wiltner,  major  of  the  German  battalion: 

Refolvsdy That  another  company  be  added  to  the  German  battalion: 

That  David  Welper  be  appointed  captain  of  faid  company. 

Refohedy  That  Samuel  Brady  be  fird  lieutenant  ; 

William  M<Murray  fecond  lieutenant  ; 

Henry  Fortney  third  lieutenant;  of  captain 
Doyle’s  independant  rifle  company". 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  pavmader 
general,  for  the  flying  camp,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Richard  Dallam,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Refohedy  That  colonel  Smallwood  from  Maryland  be  ordered 
to  repair  as  foon  as  poffible  with  the  troops  under  his  command  to 
New-Yprk,  and  put  liimfelf  under  the  command  of  the  general. 
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That  the  general  be  informed  that  thefe  troops  are  to  be  confix 
deied  as  part  of  the  two  thoufand,  which  he  was  impowered  to 
ca^  to  his  afliilance  from  the  flying  camp  by  the  refolution  paffed 
ytflerday. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  earneflly  recommended  to  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey,  to  caufe  all  the  flock  on  the  fea  coafl,  which  they 
fhall  apprehend  to  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  to  be  immediately  removed,  and  driven  back  into  the  country* 
to  a  place  of  fecurity. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revile  the 
journals,  and  diredt  what  parts  ought  to  be  publifhed  : 

I  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Lynch,  jun.  and 
Mr.  Hopkinfon. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Baptifla  de  Vidal  of  Canada  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  character  of  the  petitioner, 
and  all  others  in  fimilar  circumflanccs  applying  for  relief,  and  re¬ 
port  thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Rufh,  Mr  Paea,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr. 
Chafe,  and  Mr.  Walton. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Morris 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for  fubjedting  to  confifca- 
tion,  the  property  of  the  fubjedts  of  the  crown  of  Great- Britain, 
and  particularly  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh  Wed- Indies  ta¬ 
ken  on  the  high  feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration,  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the  houfe; 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  following  rules  be  obferved. 

1.  So  food  as  nine  Hates  are  prefent,  that  the  Congrefs  proceed 
to  bufinefs. 

2.  No  member  fhall  depart  from  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  with¬ 
out  permifiion  of  the  Congrefs,  or  order  from  his  conllituents. 

No  member  fhall  read  any  printed  paper  in  the  houfe  during 
the  fitting  thereof,  without  leave  of  the  Congrefs. 

4.  When  the  houfe  is  fitting,  no  member  fhall  fpeak  to  another, 
fo  as  to  interrupt  any  member  who  may  be  fpeaking  in  the  debate. 

5.  Every  member,  when  he  fpeaks  fhall  rife  from  his  feat,  and 
addrefs  himfelf  to  the  chair,  and  when  he  has  finifhed  fhall  fit 
down  again. 

6.  No  member  fhall  fpeak  more  than  twice  in  any  one  debate 
without  leave  of  the  houfe. 

7.  When  two  members  rife  together,  the  prefident  fhall  name 
the  perfon  to  fpeak, 

8.  No  motion  fhall  be  debated,  until  the  fame  be  feconded. 
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When  a  motion  fliall  be  made,  and  feconded,  it  fhall  be  re¬ 
duced  to  writing,  if  defired  by  the  prefident  or  any  member,  deli¬ 
vered  in  at  the  table,  and  read  by  the  preiident  before  the  fame 
fhall  be  allowed  to  be  debated. 

jo.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  feconded,  the  matter  of  the 
motion  fhall  receive  a  determination  by  the  queilion,  or  be  laid  a- 
dide,  by  general  confent,  or  poftponed  by  the  previous  queilion, 
before  any  other  motion  be  received. 

11.  If  a  queilion  in  a  debate  contain  more  parts  than  one,  any 
member  may  have  the  fame  divided  into  as  many  quehions,  as 

parts.  . 

12.  No  perfon  fhall  be  appointed  to  any  office  of  profit,  unleis 
he  (hall  have  the  confent  of  feven  Hates,  nor  fhall  any  ballots  be 
counted  unlefs  the  perfon,  for  whom  the  ballots  fliall  be  given,  be 
firfl  named  to  the  houfe,  before  the  balloting  be  gone  into. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  18,  1776. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland  laid  before  Congrefs  the  credenti- 
-  als  of  a  new  appointment  made  by  their  convention,  which  were 
read,  as  follows  ; 

“  In  Convention,  Annapolis,  July  4,  J  7 7^- 

Refolved ,  That  the  honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Johnfon,  junr.  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chafe,  Thomas 
Stone,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carolton  ;  and  Robert  Alexander, 
Efqrs;  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of  any  three  or  more  of  them  be 
deputies  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  Congrefs,  in  as  full  and  ample 
manner  as  the  deputies  of  this  colony  might  have  done  under  any 
appointment  heretofore  made  ;  until  the  next  convention  fhall  make 
farther  order  therein.  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

G.  Duvall,  Clk.” 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhirtgton  of  the  15th,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read,  alfo  fundry  intercepted  letters  from  lord  Howe 
to  governors  Franklin,  Penn,  Eden,  Dunmore,  Martin  and 
Wright,  together  with  fundry  letters  to  feveral  private  perfons  : 

Refolved ,  That  thefe  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  they  be  diredled  to  examine  the  private  letters,  and  deli¬ 
ver  to  the  perfons  to  whom  diredled  fuch  of  laid  letters  as  contain 
npthing  but  private  matters : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Pame  and  Mr.  Caroll. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  fundry 
difpatches  from  general  Schuyler  ; 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  16th,  from  brigadier -general  Mercer  were 
received  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  the  committee  of  infpefilion  for  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Vcl.  II.  Mm  Refolved , 
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Refolved,  That  the  film  of  2,600  dollars  be  fent  to  the  commit- 
tee  o  mfpedion  and  obfervation  for  the  county  of  Cumberland  for 

*  raifjng  in  that  county  for  the  flying  camp, 

the  laid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  apian  of  treaties  to  be  en¬ 
tered  into  with  foreign  dates  or  kingdoms,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read:  r 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  the  draught  of  Ephraim  Blaine  for  two  thoufand 
dollars  on  account  of  blankets  purchafed  by  order  of  Congrefs  for 
the  continental  troops  in  Virginia  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  faid  E.  Blaine. 

Refohed,  1  hat  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed  that 
the  Congrefs  have  agreed  to  the  raifing  of  a  battalion  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Weftmoreland  and  Bedford  for  the  defence  of  the  weftern 
frontiers,  and  that  they  be  requeued  immediately  to  recommend 
proper  perfons  to  Congrefs  for  field  officers  for  faid  battalion. 

Refolved ,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap* 
pointed  to  contract  for  the  making  cannon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Heyward. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  July  19,  177 6. 

Refohed,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  colonel  Kirmo- 
van  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed ,  That  an  order  be  drawn  for  400  dollars,  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  David  S.  Franks,  in  full  of  brigadier  general 
D.  Woofter’s  draught,  in  his  favour  on  Jonathan  Trumbull,  dated 
at  Chamblee,  the  30th  of  May,  1776. 

Refohed ,  That  the  fubaltern  officers  of  the  German  battalion 
do  not  rank  from  the  dates  of  their  commiffions,  but  that  their 
ranks  be  ellablifhed  hereafter  by  Congrefs. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended 
Frederick  Rowlwagen,  Peter  Boyer,  William  Rice,  and  Jacob 
Bower  for  firit  lieutenants  :  George  Shaffer,  George  Hawbecker, 
John  Landenberger,  and  Frederick  Yeifer  for  fecond  lieutenants  : 
John  Weidman,  Chriftian  Helm,  Chriftian  Godfried  Swartz,  and 
Jacob  Cramer  for  enfigns  of  the  four  German  companies  railing  in 
Pennfylvania  : 

Refohed ,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolvcd \ 
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Refohed,  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  enquire  Into  the 

complaints’ of  the  foldiers  under  his  command,  and  give  drift  or- 

devsP  that  no  higher  price  be  charged  for  the  goods  furnifhed  to 
the  foldiers,  than  the  fird  cod  of  them,  and  live  per  cent,  for 

€  That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  prohibiting  any  officer  from 
holding  more  offices  than  one,  be  lent  to  general  Schuyler  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  requeuing  him  to 
recommend,  in  the  dronged  terms,  harmony  between  the  officers 
and  troops  of  the  different  Hates;  to  difcountenance  and  fupprefs 
all  provincial  reflections  and  ungenerous  jealoulies  of  every  kind, 
and  to  promote,  by  every  poffible  means,  difcipline,  order,  and 
Seal  in  the  public  fervice. 

Refilved ,  That  it  be  earnedly  recommended  to  the  convention 
{)f  Penn fyl vania,  to  haden,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  the  march 
of  the  affociators  into  New-Jerfey,  agreeable  to  a  former  requed 
of  Congrefs. 

Refolded,  That  the  delegates  of  Maryland  be  directed  to  inform 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Maryland  troops,  that  Congrefs 
expect  he  will  immediately  march  with  his  troops  to  New-York. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  fubjefting 
to  confifcation  the  property  of  the  fubjefts  of  Great- Britain,  &c. 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  fame  be  taken  into 
jconfideration  on  Monday  next. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  adjutant 
general  for  the  flying  camp;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Samuel  Griffin,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Refilved ,  That  Mr.  Griffin,  as  deputy  adjutant  general,  have 
the  rank  of  colonel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 
carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refilved ,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  Lord  Howe  to  Mr, 
Franklin,  &c.  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  info  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refilved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  circular  letters,  and  the  declaration 
inclofed  from  Lord  Howe  to  Mr.  William  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  Lord  Dunmore,  Mr.  Martin  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
which  were  fent  to  Amboy  by  a  flag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  general  Wafhington,  be  publilhed  in  the  feveral  gazettes,  that 
the  good  people  of  thefe  United  States  may  be  informed  of  what 
nature  are  the  commiffioners,  and  what  the  terms,  with  expecta¬ 
tion  of  which  the  infidious  court  of  Britain  has  endeavoured  to  a- 
mufe  and  difarm  them,  and  that  the  few,  who  dill  remain  fuf- 
pejnded  by  a  hope  founded  either  in  the  juflice  or  moderation  of 

their 


/ 


l 


L. 


276  Journals  of  Congress. 

their  late  king,  may  now  at  length  be  convinced,  that  the  valour 
alone  of  their  country  is  to  fave  its  liberties. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commiffioners  for 
fettling  the  accounts  at  New-York,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  William  Denning,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  and  Mr.  James 
Steven fon,  were  elected. 

A  letter  of  the  2d,  from  general  Lee  at  Charleftown,  inclofing 
fundry  paper's,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 

Ordered ,  That  an  extradt  of  general  Lee’s  letter  be  publiffied. 

Re  hived,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
m  •  Mig  cannon,  be  impowered  to  contract  with  MefTrs.  Hughes 
for  ne  thoufand  tons  of  cannon,  on  the  terms  by  them  propofed. 

Re  That  the  paper  makers  in  Pennfylvania  be  excufed 

from  proceeding  with  the  aifociators  to  New-Jerfey. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  July  20,  177 6. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Lee,  with  the  papers 
inclofed,  which  were  received  and  read  yeflerday,  be  referred  to 
tiie  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  of  America  be 
given  to  major  general  Lee,  colonel  William  Moultrie,  colonel 
William  Thompfon,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  their  com¬ 
mand,  who,  on  the  28th  of  June  lad,  repulfed,  with  fo  much  va¬ 
lour,  the  attack  which  was  made  that  day  on  the  date  of  South- 
Carolina,  by  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  Britannic  majefly  : 

That  Mr.  Prelident  tranfmit  the  foregoing  refolution  to  general 
Lee,  colonel  Moultrie  and  colonel  William  Thompfon. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  Monfieur  Peliffier  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read: 

R  folved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  fame  be  taken  into 
confideration  on  Monday  next. 

The  convention  of  Pennfylvania  having  directed  the  common 
prifoners  to  be  removed  from  the  new  jail  to  the  old,  and  the  faid 
new  jail  to  be  given  up  to  the  Congrefs  for  the  ufe  of  the  date 
prifoners : 

Refolved ,  That  Robert  Jewel  be  appointed  keeper  of  the  faid 
new  jail,  and  that  he  take  cudody  of  the  prifoners  committed  to 
his  charge. 

Refolved ,  That  the  plan  of  treaties  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
members,  under  the  redridtions  and  regulations  preferibed  for 
printing  the  plan  of  confederation  ;  and  that,  in  the  printed  copy, 
the  names  of  perfons,  places  and  flutes,  be  omitted. 

Refolved ,  That  brigadier  general  Lewis  be  directed  to  forward 
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to  South-Carolina  the  whole  five  tons  of  powder  fent  to  him  for 
flip  nfp  of  Virsrinia  and  South-Carolina. 

Rehived,  flat  the  fum  of  three  thoufand  dollars,  part  of  the 
ten  thoufand  dollars  voted  for  the  eommiffioners  of  Indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Wilfon,  to  be  by 
him  forwarded  to  the  eommiffioners  appointed  to  attend  the  treaty 

at  Pittsburgh.  , 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  210  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  guard,  who  is  to  efcort  the  prifoners  from  New-Jerfey 
to  the  place  of  their  detonation,  in  order  to  defray  expences;  he 

to  be  accountable.  , 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 

confederation  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  a  brevet  commiffion  of  lieutenant  colonel  be 
wanted  to  Monf.  Jaque  Antoine  de  Fruncheffin,  a  knight  of  the 
order  of  St.  Louis,  an  experienced  officer  in  the  French  fervice, 
and  who  is  well  recommended  in  letters  fiom  abioad;  and  that  he 

be  ordered  to  join  the  flying  camp. 

Refolved ,  That  Dr.  Senter  be  recommended  to  Dr.  Morgan, 
who  is  defired  to  examine  him,  and,  if  upon  examination  he  be 
found  qualified,  to  employ  him  in  the  hofpital  as  a  furgeon. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofmg  fun-, 
dry  papers;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  lift  of 
the  cannon  at  New-London,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  deputy  quarter-matter  general  for  the  hying 
camp,  be  direded  to  deliver  to  colonel  Smallwood,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Maryland  troops,  fuch  neceflaries  in  his  pofieffion,  belonging 
to  the  continent,  as  the  faid  troops  may  want. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  produced  credentials  of  a  new 
appointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows: 

“  In  C  onvention  for  the  State  of  Pennfylvania, 
Saturday,  July  20,  1776. 

The  houfe  met  according  to  adjournment;  when,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  the  eledion 
of  delegates  to  ferve  in  the  Continental  Congrefs,  and  chofe  for 
that  fervice,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  cob  George  Rofs,  George 
Clymer,  Efq;  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  colonel  James  Wilfon,  John 
Morton,  Efq;  Dr.  Benjamin  Rufh,  col.  James  Smith  and  George 
Taylor,  Efq;  True  extrad  from  the  minutes, 

John  Morris,  Secretary,” 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  Hazlet  be  ordered  to  march  immediately 
with  his  battalion  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  farther  or¬ 
ders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  deputy 
pay-matter  general  for  Virginia;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  convention  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended  gentlemen 
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l7thft(fCerr  °f  the  battalion  or(lered  to  be  raffed  for  the  defence 

EeS  t,Cr?  ,?:,ng'Tfs  Procceded  to  the  ekaion;  when 
*tL,neas  M‘Coy  was  defted  colonel : 

George  Wilfon,  lieutenant  colonel: 

Richard  Butler,  major. 

M‘Cov^fbr  ^lm  °!t  I2,^°°  <*°^ars  be  advanced  to  colonel 

to  be  accountable  7  "  °f  ^ raifmS  faid  battalionf  he 

John  Boyd  was  elefted  paymafter  to  faid  battalion, 
d  he  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
p  °  c.aPtand  undec,  for  his  fubfiftance  to  the  19th  inftant,  and 

for  carrmge  of  baggage,  86  dollars: 

“  ""  d*“'  "S  d°"“  “d  <™T- 

ninetieths'-*11  ^  ^e°d>  *°  ^ie  20th  inftant,  i  to  dollars  and  fixty- 

furScon’3  mate  of  the  26th  regiment,  to  the 
19th  of  July  inftant,  79  dollars:  6 

,J°fATrihU-r  Madman,  heutenant  of  the  26th  regiment,  to  the 
o  Ju  y  inftant,  162  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths : 

74  dolkrT-8  blrSeou  °f  artillery,  to  the  19th  of  July  inftant, 

inftTn°t,Ja7C401 dolf^’  'ieUtenant  °f  artiI'ery’  t0  thC  '9th  °f  JU,y 

dollars -eUtenant  Ibt>etf°n  Hamar>  to  the  19th  of  July  inftant,  40 

To  capt.  Helket,  for  carriage,  75  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieths; 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid,  agreeable  to  their  requeft,  to 
1  cter  Dundee,  captain  of  the  royal  fuzileers: 

1  hat  there  is  due  to  Michael  Brecht,  for  provifions  and  attend¬ 
ance  or  lick  foldiers  at  Reading,  the  fum  of  17  dollars  and  forty- 

l  o  Bryan  LefFerty,  a  hoftage  fent  from  Tryon  county,  for  his 
iubliltance  and  expenc.es  thence  to  Philadelphia,  4t  dollars  and 
thirty  ninetieths: 

Ot  dcrcdy  7  hat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  I  hat  Dr.  franklin  may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  return 
an  anfwer  to  the  letter  he  received  from  Lord  Howe. 

.  ^  ^lc  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  encreaf- 

!ng  ^ie  flying  camp,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Rcfolved,  That  brigadier  general  Lewis  be  direfted  to  order  two 
battalions  ot  continental  troops  in  Virginia,  to  march,  with  all 
poflible  difpatch,  to  the  flying  camp  in  New-Jerfey,  under  the 
command  of  brigadier  general  Mercer;  and  that,  if  the  governor 
and  privy  council  of  Virginia  (hall  have  reafon  to  apprehend  an  in- 
vafion  of  that  flate,and  fhall  call  to  its  defence  an  equal  number  of 

minute 
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minute  men  or  militia,  the  fame,  while  in  fervice,  (hall  be  on  the 
pay  and  fupport  of  the  continent : 

That  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeued  to  augment 
their  quota  for  the  flying  camp,  with  four  battalions  of  militia, 
and  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  to  raife  for  the  faid  flying  camp, 
three  battalions  of  militia  in  addition  to  thofe  formerly  defired  by 
Congrefs,  and  to  fend  the  fame  with  all  poffible  difpatch  to  the 
faid  flying  camp.  And  that  thefe  feveral  battalions  be  officered, 
paid  and  provided,  as  dire&ed  by  the  former  refolutions  for  form¬ 
ing  the  flying  camp. 

Refohed ,  That  in  cafe  Mr.  Heyman  Levy  order  any  money  to 
be  paid  in  Albany  to  the  deputy  paymafter  general  for  the  nor¬ 
thern  department,  the  fame  (hall,  upon  advice  of  fuch  money  fo 
paid,  be  repaid  to  him  or  his  order  in  Philadelphia. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  July  22,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  and 
one  of  the  19th,  from  Ephraim  Anderfon,  and  a  petition  from 
Levy  Allen,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  letter  from  general  Walhington  received  and 
read  on  Saturday  laft,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conflderation  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  refpe&ing  an  exchange  of  prifoners  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed ,  "That  the  commander  in  chief  in  each  department  be 
impowered  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prifoners  in  the  following 
manner,  one  continental  officer,  tor  one  of  the  enemy  of  equal 
rank  either  in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  foldier  for  foldier,  failor  for 
failor,  and  one  citizen  for  another  citizen: 

That  each  (late  hath  a  right  to  make  any  exchange  they  think 
proper  for  prifoners  taken  from  them  or  by  them. 

Refolvedi  That  the  feveral  commanders  in  chief,  in  each  depart¬ 
ment  be  directed  to  exchange  any  officer  in  the  Britifh  fervice, 
now  a  prifoner  in  any  of  thefe  ftates,  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colo¬ 
nel,  for  colonel  Eathan  Allen. 

Refohed ,  That  the  perfons  taken  prifoners  with  colonel  Eathan 
Allen  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  as  thofe  in  the  continental 
fervice,  and  exchanged  accordingly  as  opportunity  prefents. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conflderation  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means,  and  after  debate,  the  fame  was 
dif-agreed  to. 

The  committee  appointed  to  contract  with  Meffrg.  Hughes  for 
one  thoufand  tons  of  cannon  for  the  ufeof  the  United  States,  re¬ 
ported  that  they  have  executed  the  contraft  in  which  is  a  cove¬ 
nant  to  advance  the  faid  Meflrs.  Hughes  8000  dollars. 

Refohed ,  That  an  order  for  8goo  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes ;  they  to  he  ac¬ 
countable.  Refohed) 
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A\^f°^CCl’  rhat  r*le  !>0ard  oftrea('ulT  be  dire&ed  to  make  imme- 

ajs ftriking  a  fanher  fum  °f  i s«  *  «• 

P,;£eSt  iZSr  libm>’  “  ^ 

The  board  of  treafury  reported  that  they  have  examined  the  ac- 
count  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter  for  preferving  the  peace  of 
the  borough,  keeping  the  pnfoners  in  order,  and  for  theprotec- 

thEr1'  ”d  “  tl“l  " d"'  f“  p-y °r' 

39  days  to  captains  at  26  dollars  and  two  thirds  p.  month 
34  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

76  days  to  lieutenants  at  1 8  dollars  p.  month,  45  dollars  and 
liity-rour  ninetieths  : 

27  days  to  enfigns  at  13  dollars  and  one  third  p.  month,  12 
dollars  : 

143  days  to  ferjeants  at  8  dollars  per  month,  38  dollars  and 

421  dollars  to  corporals,  fifes  and  drums  at  7  dollars  and 
one  third  p.  month,  102  dollars  and  iixty  ninetieths: 
1470  days  to  privates  at  6  dollars  and  two  thirds  p.  month,  226 
dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths;  the  whole  amounting;  to 
559  dollars  and  fixty-fix  ninetieths  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
take  into  confiderauon  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after fome 
time,  the  prefi dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported 
that  the  committee  have  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them 

rcreired,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclulion,  defire  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Refolved ,  That  tins  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion  the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  the  following  o-enr 
tlemcn  for  officers  of  the  Rawleigh,  namely  ^  ^ 

Peter  Shores,  *9 

John  Wheelwright,  (  lieutenants: 
fofiah  Shackford,  j 
George  Jerry  Oiborne,  captain  of  marines  : 

Stephen  Meads,  firft  lieutenant  : 

Nathaniel  Thvving,  fecond  lieutenant; 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffions  be 
granted  them  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  July  23,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 


Two 
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Two  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  2  1  ft  and  2 2d,  with  three 

papers  inclofed  in  the  latter  . 

One  of  the  16th  from  governor  Cooke  : 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Mercer  of  the  20th  and  22d,  with 
two  papers  inclofed  in  the  latter. 

Refohfd. ,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  and  briga¬ 
dier  general  Mercer,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolvedy  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  cartel  entered 
into,  between  brigadier  general  Arnold  and  captain  Forfter,  and 
the  refolutions  palled  thereon  be  publifhed. 

Re/olved ,  That  twenty  dollars  be  advanced  to  Ifaac  Manes,  a 
wounded  foldier  of  captain  Cheefeman’s  company ,  and  that  he  be 
fent  to  the  general  hofpital. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  that  they  have  heard  and  confl- 
dered  the  matters  alledged  againfl  the  arrangement  made  in  the 
regiment  ordered  to  be  raifed  under  colonel  £)u  Boys,  and  are  of 
opinion,  that  no  good  purpole  would  be  anfwered  by  making  any 
alteration  therein  ;  and  although  many  worthy  officers  who  ferved 
in  Canada  are  yet  unemployed,  the  board  can  only  lament  that 
they  are  not  in  the  fervice,  but  hope  fomething  will  in  future  turn 
up  to  enable  Congrefs  to  place  them  in  flations  equal  to  their  merit: 

The  fame  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  remainder  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  war,  the  Con¬ 
grefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  Congrefs  have  fuch 
an  entire  confidence  in  his  judgment,  that  they  will  give  him  no 
particular  directions  about  the  difpofition  of  the  troops,  but  delire 
that  he  will  difpofe  of  thofe  at  New-York,  the  flying  camp  and 
Ticonderoga,  as  to  him  fhall  feem  moft  conducive  to  the  public 
good : 

That  the  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Wafhington’s  having  lent 
to  the  convention  of  New-York,  the  fum  of  money  mentioned  in 
his  letter  of  the  19th  inflant  : 

That  Monf.  St.  Martin  be  appointed  an  engineer  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant- colonel,  and  that  he  be  dire&ed  to  repair  to 
New-York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  general  Wafh¬ 
ington. 

^Refehed,  That  Dr.  David  Griffith  be  appointed  to  the  flations 
of  chaplain  and  furgeon  in  the  third  Virginia  battalion,  he  being  a 
perfon  of  uncommon  merit,  and  there  being  very  few  furgeons  of 
abilities,  who  will  enter  the  army  in  that  ft  ate  :  This  appointment 
not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent  : 

That  Mr.  Griffith  draw  pay  in  both  tliefe  capacities  for  the  time 
he  has  ferved  in  the  regiment. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dennis  Lefferty,  for  26  weeks  board,  the  fum  of  52  dol¬ 
lars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack  : 
Vol.  II.  ’  Nn  To 
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lo  William  White,  for  boarding  general  Lee’s  guard,  the  fum 
or  40  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths: 

To  George  Haas,  for  carrying  money  to  New-York,  the  fum 
Qi  26  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths : 

To  William  Bradford,  for  the  expence  of  a  guard  efcorting 
money  to  New-York,  the  fum  of  88  dollars  &  fifty-feven-ninetieths: 

io  Lac h 1  ans,  for  boarding  a  fick  foldier,  the  fum  of  z 

dollars  : 

To  Robert  Owen,  jun.  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral  riffle 
companies,  64  dollars  and  eighty-fix-ninetieths  : 

]  o  Peter  Groiels,  for  provifions  to  feveral  riffle  companies,  the 
nun  of6r  dollars  and  forty-fix-ninetieths,  and  that  this  ought  to 
be  paid  to  Robert  Owen,  jun. 

Ordered ,  T.  hat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolded,  That  in  order  to  hafien  the  march  of  the  troops,  the 
..niai  committees  of  Lancafter,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks  and 
Northampton  counties,  in  Pennfylvania,  be  impowered  to  mufter 
the  troops  that  (hall  march  from  their  refpetfive  counties,  and  to 
draw  for  one  month’s  pay  on  Mr.  James  Meafe,  and  that  they  cer¬ 
tify  the  rmifter-rolls  and  fend  to  the  paymafter  the  receipts  for  the 
monies  that  {hall  be  fo  advanced. 

Refolved  *  T.  hat  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  treafury,  in 
the  room  of  one  abfent: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Clymer. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and  after  fome  time,  the  prefi- 
dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them  referred, 
but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  defired  leave  to  fit  ao-ain. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confider- 
ation  the  articles  of  confederation. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Chefter  county,  in 
Pennfylvania,  was  presented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  praying,  that 
John  Griffith,  a  foldier  in  the  continental  army,  an  experienced 
artificer  in  making  and  dreffing  fullers  (hears,  may  be  releafed 
from  the  army,  and  ordered  to  return  home  to  follow'  his  trade: 

Refolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  fundry  Canadians  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Canada  committee. 

The  marine  committee  Laving  recommended  Richard  Palmes  to 
be  captain  of  marines : 

Re/olvcd ,  '1  hat  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  him  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wedn  esda  y 
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Wednesday,  July  24,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  William  Allen  was  laid  before 
Con  "refs  and  read;  requeuing  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion: 

Refolved ,  That  leave  be  granted.  f  .  rpi 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Benjamin  lomp- 
fon  to  be  a  lieutenant  of  marines  in  captain  Palmes’s  company  : 

Refolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  him  accordingly.  ,  .  , 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  torevife  the  journals, 

be  impowered  to  employ  a  proper  perfon  to  make  an  index  thereto. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  the  pay  of  brigadier  ge¬ 
neral  Woofter,  commencing  the  22dday  of  June,  1775,  and  cal¬ 
culated  to  the  22d  day  of  July,  1776,  being  thirteen  months,  at 
12  c  dollars  per  month,  amounts  to  1625  do.lars  ,  out  o  w  ic  is 
to  be  dedufted  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  dollars  and  twenty- 
four  feventy-two  parts  of  a  dollar,  paid  him  by  John  in  iow, 
Efq;  thepaymafter;  the  refidue  due  to  the  general  is  1451  do.lars 
and  forty-eight  feventy-two  parts  of  a  dollai  . 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
Robert  Johnfon,  to  be  deduded  out  of  his  pay  on  the  fettlement 


of  his  account.  r  , 

A.  petition  from  George  Kills  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

1*63(1  ! 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  conhicating  the  property 
of  the  fubje&s  of  Great-Britain  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  all  the  refolutions  of  this  Congrefs  paffed  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  March  laft:,  and  on  the  third  day  of  Apul 
laft,  relating  to  (hips  and  other  veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel  and 
furniture,  and  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to 
any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  taken  on  the  high 
feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  be  extended  to  all 
fhips  and  other  veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  to 
all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  fubject  or 
fubjeds  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain;  except  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Bermudas,  and  Providence  or  Bahama  iflands. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 

confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  regiment  of  rangers,  now  in  the  pay  of  the 
ftateof  South- Carolina,  be  placed  upon  continental  eftabliffiment, 
and  that  it  coniift  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  a  major, 
ten  captains,  twenty  lieutenants,  a  furgeon,  a  paymafter,  twenty 
ferjeants,  and  five  hundred  privates  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  rangers, 
be  the  fame  as  that  of  a  colonel  of  foot;  the  major’s  pay  that  of  a 

lieutenant 
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that  of t  C°  °?e  *  *' ae  captains  that  of  a  major;  the  lieutenants 
.  •  ^  ain  >  anc*  t^le  lerjeants  that  of  an  enfign  of  foot  of  the 

one  tV n|a  "°rLC7*  7^iat  ^urgeon  be  allowed  33  dollars  and 
nt  third  a  month  ;  the  paymafter  26  dollars  and  two  thirds  and 

the  privates  12  dollars  and  one  half  per  month,  to  provide  them- 

Th  T!l  r  ?’  S'mS  T  ?.T;ifl0nS  f°r  th^^ves  and  horfes  : 

1  hat  the  faid  rangers  be  liable  to  aft  on  horfeback  or  foot,  as 
occaiion  may  require  : 

1  hat  the  like  number  of  rangers  be  railed  in  the  Hate  of 
Georgia,  and  put  upon  continental  eftablifhment  • 

That  thefe  be  entitled  to  the  fame  pay,  and  fubjedt  to  the  fame 
duties  as  the  Carolina  rangers: 

•  J'hat  the  rangers  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina  be  fub- 
jett  to  the  articles  formed  by  the  convention  of  that  ftate,  for  the 
government  of  the  forces  raifed  therein. 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  Knox’s  plan  for  railing  another  battalion 
polftble  -  bC  apP'0Vcd  and  carried  into  execution  as  foon  as 


That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  recommend  proper  of- 
beers  to  compofe  this  corps. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Walhington  be  impovvered  to  agree  to 
the  exchange  of  governor  Skene  for  Mr.  James  Lovell; 

1  hat  general  Walhington  be  authorifed  to  take  into  conti¬ 
nental  pay  the  horfe  propofed  by  Mr.  Lary,  upon  the  terms  by 
him  mentioned.  J 

On  motion, 


Refolved ,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  gold  and  filver 
coins  be  recommitted  : 

That  Mr.  Jefferfon  be  added  to  that  committee.  • 

Refolved \  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration,  and  report  their  opinion,  on  the  propofal  made  by 
tl;e  pi efident  of  South-Carolina,  and  communicated  to  the  houfe  by 
a  delegate  of  that  ftate,  refpe&ing  general  Lee:  3 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge  and 
Mr.  Hall.  G 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  articles  of  con¬ 
federation  ;  and,  after  lome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  far¬ 
ther  progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  finifh. 
ed,  deftre  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  I  hat  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  it¬ 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con¬ 
federation  the  articles  of  confederation. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  23d,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed,  among  which  wa^  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fraefh  to 
lord  Stirling  ;  alfo, 


A  let- 
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July,  1776.  2S5; 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina  being  re¬ 
ceived  and  read  : 

Refohed ,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Fraefh  to  lord  Stirling  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  calling  cannon: 

That  the  general’s  letter,  with  the  other  papers  tnclofed,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  board  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  25,  177 6. 

Refohed ,  That  two  months  puy  be  advanced  to  Monf.  Jacque 
Antoine  de  Francheffin;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Parfons,  of  Lyme  in  Connedli- 
cut,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Wilfon  and 
Mr.  Sherman. 

A  memorial  from  fundry  officers  who  ferved  in  Canada,  and  are 
now  unemployed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refohed  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  confederation  ;  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made 
farther  progrefs  in  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion  ;  but  not  having  gone  through,  defired  leave  to  lit  again. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  a  letter 
from  governor  Trumbull  to  the  general  ;  alfo, 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  19th,  with  fundry  de- 
politions  ;  and, 

One  of  the  16th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Francis  Gurney,  for  expences  of  himfelf  and  others,  efcort- 
ing  money  to  Cambridge  in  February  lafl,  the  fum  of  162  dollars 
and  eighty-four  ninetieths,  over  and  befide  the  monies  advanced  to 
him  : 

t  To  Henry  "Wifner,  Efq;  for  the  expences  of  an  exprefs  paid  by 
him,  the  fum  of  twenty  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  boarding  prifoners  of  Hate,  437  dollars 
and  fixty-eight  ninetieths  : 

To  David  Lennox,  for  expenses  in  going  after  deferters,  the  fum 
of^i  dollars  and  eighty-fix  ninetieths;  to  be  paid  to  David  Sproat: 

To  William  Trickett,  for  ilationary,  the  fum  of  43  dollars  and 
Jcvei)ty-fix  ninetieths ; 

To 
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To  Philip  Nolan,  for  ferriages  of  general  Lee’s  guards,  4  dollars 
and  twelve  ninetieths : 

1  o  Elizabeth  Slaving,  for  boarding  and  nurfing  a  fick  foldier, 
4  dollars  : 

To  J.  Piling,  for  chairs  for  the  war  office,  the  fum  of  12  dollars: 

To  John  Kerling,  for  provifions  for  general  Lee’s  guards,  4  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty-four  ninetieths: 

To  Ifaac  Coopei ,  for  his  attendance  as  a  sruard  over  Dowder 
the  fum  of  1 1  dollars  : 

lo  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  the  prifoners  £t 
I  renton,  the  fum  of  47  dollars  and  eighty-feven  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  camp-kettles,  the  fum  of  ninety-eight  dol¬ 
lars  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

To  Elijah  Bennet,  poft-rider  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
from  Harford  in  Connecticut  to  various  places,  the  fum  of  133  J 
dollars  and  fixty-fix  ninetieths,  deducting  819  dollars  and  eighty- 
fix  ninetieths,  which  he  has  received  from  the  colony  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  the  balance  being  5  1 1  dollars  and  feventy  ninetieths: 

To  Michael  Philips,  employed  by  brigadier  general  Woofter  in 
making  fundry  repairs  in  the  citadel  and  hofpital  in  Montreal,  cart¬ 
ing,  &c.  397  dollars  and  feventy-five  ninetieths,  deducting  the  fum 
of  96  dollars  and  feven  ninetieths,  which  he  received  from  major 
Nicholfon,  the  balance  being  301  dollars  and  fixty-eight  ninetieths: 

To  James  Budden,  for  the  expence  of  a  detachment  of  the  troop 
of  light  horfe  efcorting  300,000  dollars  to  New- York,  the  fum  of 
82  dollars  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Rcfohed ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to  morrow, 

Friday,  July  26,  1776. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  commiffioners  to  li¬ 
quidate  and  fettle  the  accounts  in  the  northern  department;  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  James  Milligan,  Mr.  John  Carter  and  Mr.  Wells  were 
cleCled. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Me  firs.  Price  and  Haywood,  with  the  balance  due  to 
them  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolve d ,  That  the  fubftance  of  the  conference  between  general 
Wafhington  and  adjutant  general  Patterfon,  which  was  tranfmit- 
ted  to  Congrefs  by  general  Wafhington,  be  publifhed. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  farther  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after 

fome 
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fome  time,  the  president  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs,  but  not 
having* concluded,  delire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refohed ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  ltfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  conlideration 
the  articles  of  confederation. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  tire  trea-* 
furers  in  favour  of  Dr.  W.  Shippen ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poitponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday,  July  29,  177 6. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Three  from  general  Walhington  of  the  2 2d,  25th  and  27th  : 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  17th,  and  one  from  general 
Gates  of  the  16th  : 

One  of  the  25th  from  J.  Reed,  adjutant-general ;  and  one  from 
brigadier-general  Mercer  of  the  26th  : 

One  of  the  20th  from  governor  Trumbnll : 

One  of  the  25th  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  and  one 
from  the  council  of  Malfachufetts-Bay : 

One  from  Monf.  Kirmovan,  engineer,  with  a  plan  and 
draughts  ;  and  one  in  Latin  without  fignature: 

Alfo  two  petitions,  one  from  George  Nicholfon,  and  one  from 
James  Livingfton. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Walhington  be  impowered  to  appoint 
another  aid  de  camp  : 

That  the  letters  from  general  Walhington,  general  Schuyler 
and  general  Gates,  and  the  letter  from  Monf.  Kirmovan  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  board  of  war: 

That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  augmenting  the  flying 
camp,  and  that  Mr.  Clark  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

That  the  letter  from  the  adjutant-general  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  revife  the  articles  of  war  : 

That  the  petition  of  James  Nicholfon  be  referred  to  the  com- 
miflioners  who  went  to  Canada  : 

That  the  petition  from  George  Nicholfon  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Canada  affairs  : 

That  the  latin  letter  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  47  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
ers  in  favour  of  Jofiah  Fiffenden,  in  full  for  fervice,  expences,  and 
horfe-hire. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  the  council  of  Virginia  was  received 
and  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved \ 
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Rejolved ,  That  general  Washington  be  impowered  to  order  the 
regiment  lately  railed  in  Connecticut  under  the  command  of  colo¬ 
nel  \\  aid,  wherefoever  he  Shall  think  the  fervice  requires  it : 

hat  Monf.  Jean  Artur  de  Virmonet,  who  appears  to  be  a 
young  gentleman  of  merit,  and  has  held  a  lieutenant’s  commifiion, 
in  the  Service  of  France,  be  appointed  a  brevet  captain  ;  and  that 
Monf.  Marie  Fidel  Dorre,  be  fent  as  a  volunteer,  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  by  general  Washington,  as  he  Shall  think  proper: 

’That  Monf.  ChriStopher  Pelhfer,  who  has  Suffered  confiderably 
by  warmly  efpoufing  and  taking  an  a&ive  part  in  the  caufe  of  A- 
merica  m  Canada,  be  appointed  an  engineer  in  the  fervice  of  the  U- 
mted  States,  with  the  pay  of  Sixty  dollars  a  month,  and  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  that  he  be  diredled  to  repair  to  New- 
York  :  r 

That  the  returns  of  colonel  Elmore's  regiment  made  into  the 
war  office  by  brigadier-general  Woofter  be  tranfmitted  to  general 
Washington  with  blank  commiffions  for  the  officers  :  And  that 
general  Washington  be  dire&ed  to  order  the  faid  regiment  to  join 
him,  and  that  he  Sill  up  the  faid  commifiions  with  the  names  of 
fuch  officers  as  appear  with  their  refpe&ive  companies  in  the  faid 
regiment  : 

That  John  Brown  be  commiffioned  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
that  Robert  Cockran,  now  aclmg  as  eldeft  captain  in  the  faid 
regiment,  be  commiffioned  as  major  of  the  fame  in  the  room  of  ma¬ 
jor  J.  Curtis,  deceafed. 

Refohedy  That  a  lieutenant-colonel  be  appointed  for  the  fecond 
Pennsylvania  battalion  in  the  room  of  W.  Allen,  who  has  refigned: 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Jofeph  Wood,  Efq;  was  ele6ted. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelfinto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  consideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  af¬ 
ter  Some  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton 
reported  that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  confederation,  but  not  having  finished,  delire  leave  to  fit  a- 
gain. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Morris  was  prefen  ted  to  Congrefs  and 
read. 

The  committee  on  Spies  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was 

read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohedy  That  the  gaoler  be  dire&ed  to  allow  the  prifoners 
from  North -Carolina  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  yard,  under  the 
infpection  of  the  guard,  provided  it  may  he  done  with  Safety. 

Refohedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelfinto 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  July  30,  1 77^- 

.  /  .  /  5'  •  *  3  „  .  >  .  . 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  brigadier-general  Mercer  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read*  requeuing  fix  light-horfe  may  be  fent 
to  him ;  whereupon, 

Refolded ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  S.  Morris,  Efq;  captain 
of  the  light-horfe,  and  requeft  him  to  fend  fix  of  his  company  to 
brigadier-general  Mercer. 

Congrefs  being  informed  by  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of 
South-Carolina,  that  the  Cherokees  have  commenced  hoftdities  a- 
gainftthat  ftate,  and  that  he  has  ordered  a  body  of  men  to  march 
againft  them,  and  has  applied  for  affiftance  to  the  neighbouring 
ftates  of  North-Carolina  and  Virginia  ; 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ftates  of  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  andGeorgia,  to  afford  all  neceffary  affiftance  to  the 
ftate  of  South-Carolina,  and  co-operate  with  that  ftate  in  profecut- 
ing  the  war  againft  the  indians  with  the  utmoft  vigour ; 

■  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia, 
the  council  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina,  and  the  prefident  of 
Georgia,  relative  to  the  above  fubjedts. 

Re/ohed ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration,  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congrefs: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Lynch. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration,  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada, 
wherein  they  reprefent  as  their  opinion  : 

“  That  the  fhort  inliftments  of  the  continental  troops  in  Cana¬ 
da,  have  been  one  great  caufe  of  the  mifcarriages  there,  by  render¬ 
ing  unftable  the  number  of  men  engaged  in  military  enterprizes, 
by  making  them  diforderly  and  difobedient  to  their  officers,  and 
by  precipitating  the  commanding  officers  into  meafures  which  their 
prudence  might  have  poftponed,  could  they  have  relied  on  a  longer 
continuance  of  their  troops  in  fervice: 

“  That  the  want  of  hard  money  has  been  one  other  great  fource 
of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  rendering  the  fupplies  of  neceffaries 
difficult  and  precarious,  the  eftabliffiment  of  proper  magazines  ab- 
folutely  impracticable,  and  the  pay  of  the  troops  of  Tittle  ufe  to 
them  : 

“  That  a  Hill  greater  and  more  fatal  fource  of  misfortunes  has 
been  the  prevalence  of  the  fmall-pox  in  that  army;  a  great  pro¬ 
portion  whereof  has  thereby  been  ufually  kept  unlit  for  duty/’ 

With  th  is  the  Congrefs  concurred. 

On  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report,  Conprefs  came  to  the 
following  refolutions: 

O  o 
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1  bat  colonel  Beadle  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  leaving  his 
command  at  the  Cedars,  and  for  declining  to  return  to  the  fame 
tvith  major  Sherburne’s  reinforcement : 

That  major  Butterfield  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  furrender¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy  the  poll  at  the  Cedars,  and  alfo  fuch  other  of¬ 
ficers  as  were  with  him,  hud  confented  to  that  furrender. 

The  faid  committee  having  farther  reported,  that,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  enquiries,  they  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  general  Pref- 
cot’s  baggage  was  plundered  by  fome  licentious  perfons,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  faith  of  the  capitulation ;  whereupon  , 

Refolved ,  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  make  ftri&  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  fame,  that  the  perfons  guilty  thereof  may  receive 
due  punifhment,  and  ample  indemnification  be  made  to  general 
Prefeot: 

That  colonel  Beadle,  Doctor  Fay  and  lieutenant  Houfe,  be 
fubje&ed  to  this  enquiry. 

Refolved ,  That  fo  much  of  the  petitions  of  colonel  Eafton  and 
major  Brown,  as  prays,  that  the  charges  againft  them  of  having 
been  concerned  in  plundering  the  officers  baggage  taken  at  Sorref, 
be  fubmitted  to  a  court  of  enquiry,  is  reafonable,  and  that  general 
Schuyler  be  defired  to  order  courts  of  enquiry  on  them  as  foon  as 
poffible. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Montgomery’s  promife  to  give  to  the 
troops  concerned  in  taking  the  veiTels  on  the  Sorrel,  “  all  the  pub¬ 
lic  ftores,  except  ammunition  and  proviiions,  on  board  thereof,” 
be  confirmed  ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  caufe  an 
enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  particulars  and  value  of  the  faid  public 
ftores,  (ammunition  and  provilion  excepted)  and  to  certify  the 
fame  to  Congrefs,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  en- 
titled  thereto  : 

That  fo  much  of  major  Brown’s  petition  as  prays,  that  an  allow¬ 
ance  be  made  to  him  for  extraordinary  fervices,  be  referred  to  ge- 
ral  Schuyler,  who  is  defired  to  certify  to  Congrefs,  whether  any 
and  what  reward  may  with  juftice  be  demanded  by  him: 

That  major  Brown’s  accounts  be  fettled  by  the  commiffioners 
appointed  to  adjuft  accounts  in  the  northern  department. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  be  difeharged  from  proceeding  on 
fo  much  of  the  petition  of  colonel  Eafton,  as  prays  a  continuance 
of  his  rank  and  pay,  and  fo  much  of  major  Brown’s  petition,  as 
prays  an  examination  into  Ins  rank  and  pay,  and  that  they  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
colonel  Hazcn,  who  is  charged  with  having  beaten  and  ill  treated 
Francois  Cuillot  de  la  Rofe,  a  continental  captain  of  Canadian 
militia,  and  alfo  to  have  ill  treated  Charles  Robert  de  la  Fontaine, 
a  Canadian,  at  Chamblc,  and  put  fuch  condud  into  a  proper 
channel  for  trial  and  puniftiment; 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  general  Schuyler,  whenever  the  pay 
•of  officers  or  foldiers  is  flopped,  on  account  of  any  charge  againil 
them,  to  have  fuch  charge  determined  by  trial  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 

iible,  that  there  may  be  no  delay  of  juftice. 

Refolved ,  That  general  Woofter  adled  properly  in  flopping  the 
foods  of  Bernard  and  Wadden,  who  were  carrying  the  fame, 
without  permiffion,  to  the  Indians  in  the  upper  country. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again,  and  that 
they  be  inftru&ed  to  enquire  in  what  manner  the  goods  of  Bernard 
and  Wadden  were  difpofed  of. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fee, ret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fupply  the 
three  riffle  companies,  now  in  town  from  Lancailer,  with  1 1  lb. 
of  powder  and  44  lb.  of  lead. 

Refolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymafter  general: 

That  60,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  deputy  paymafter 

general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clerk  or  afliftant  to  the 

auditor  general ;  when, 

William  Govet  was  eledted. 

Refolved,  That  William  Govet  be  allowed  the  falary  of  533  dol¬ 
lars  and  one-third  per  annum. 

Refolved ,  That  all  public  claims  and  accounts,  that  are  at  this 
time  unfettled,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  treafury,  and  that 
the  committee  of  claims  be  difeharged  from  proceeding  further 
.upon  any  claims  or  accounts;  and  that  all  the  books  and  papers, 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  claims,  be  delivered  to  the  audi¬ 
tor  general. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
eonfideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  refolution  of  the  17th  of  January  laft,  allow¬ 
ing  to  officers  1  dollar  and  one-third  for  every  man  they  inlift,  be 
extended  to  officers  who  inlift  for  the  new  army  for  three  years: 

That  general  Mercer’s  letter,  relative  to  the  building  of  boats, 
be  referred  to  general  Wafhington,  with  diredlion  to  give  fuch 
orders  therein  as  he  ffiall  judge  neceffary;  and  that  he  be  defired 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fhipwrights,  and  other  artificers  now  in  the 
flying  camp : 

That  general  Mercer  be  allowed  a  fe.cretary,  while  he  has  a  fe- 
parate  command: 

That  a  number  of  4  and  6  pounders,  not  exceeding  ten  of  each, 
be  immediately  fent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  mounted  on  the 
works  he  is  now  erecting;  and  that  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fyl  vania  be  requefted  to  forward  them  to  Amboy  in  NW-Jerfev : 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Schuyler’s  intention  to  pub- 
Jifh  fuch  parts  of  the  treaty  with  the  fix  nations,  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  difpel  the  apprehenfions  of  the  frontier  inhabitants; 

That  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  depart¬ 
ment. 


mCn  ^inftructed  to  thank  Cayafhuta,  in  the  name  of  the  great 
comic1  re,  for  his  friendly  condudt  at  Niagara,  communicated 
>  eter  ichman,  (whofe  indian  name  is  Queda)  and  to  inform 
from  1  '  ^  Vi  °U^  very  agreeable  to  Congrefs  to  receive  a  vilit 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Walhington,  and  one  from 

the  council  of  Maflachufetts  Bay;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  2 2d  from 

governor  Cooke,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  being  received, 
were  read  :  P 


Lejolved,  That  the  two  fir  ft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

he  board  of  war  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  received  from 
general  Wa{hington: 

Ordered That  they  return  an  anfwer. 

.  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prehdent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 

that  the  committee  not  having  yet  finifhed,  defired  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  July  31,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Meafe *  he  to 
be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dire&ed  to  pay  John  Pollock  twothoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar,  and 
that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  committee  of  in- 
fpection  of  Cumberland,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  medical  committee  be  dire&ed  to  provide, 
and  fend  forward  fuch  a  quantity  of  medicines,  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  hofpital  in  the  northern  army  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dire&ed  to  procure  and  forward 
fuch  a  quantity  of  medicines  as  may  be  neceflary  for  the  hofpital 
in  the  fouthern  department. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  live  tons  of  mufket  powder  be  fent  immediately 
to  general  Wafhington  at  New-York: 

That  the  commiffary  general  be  directed  to  furnifh  with  rations 
and  the  deputy  pay  mailer  general,  in  the  Hate  of  Malfachufetts 
Bay,  be  ordered  to  pay  any  militia,  which  the  general  alfembly 
of  that  itate  fhall  think  proper  to  call  in,  to  replace  the  continen¬ 
tal  troops  ordered  from  thence. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 

carriages 
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carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  ta¬ 
ken  into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Re  faked,  That  the  condu&  of  colonel  Nicholfon,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  poll  at  Point  Levi,  and  who,  after  the  determination  of  the 
council  of  war  to  retire  from  Quebec,  is  faid  to  have  deferted  his 
faid  command,  and  left  the  party  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  be  fub- 
jnitted  to  a  court  of  enquiry  : 

That  the  committee  be  difeharged  from  fo  much  of  cob  Eafton’s 
petition,  as  prays  a  fettlement  of  his  accounts,  and  that  the  fame 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  Hate  of 
North  Carolina,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  four  tons  of  gunpowder  and  fix  four  pounders, 
or  fuch  others  as  can  be  procured,  of  the  weight  proper  for  held 
pieces,  be  immediately  fent  to  North-Carolina  i  x 

That  the  delegates  of  that  Hate  employ  fome  proper  perfon,  as 
a  commiflary,  to  purchafe  in  this  city,  or  the  neighbourhood  there¬ 
of,  cloathing  for  the  troops  raifed  in  that  date  for  the  continental 
fervice  : 

That  the  three  independant  companies  of  rangers,  in  that  ftate, 
be  taken  upon  the  continental  pay  and  eflablifhment,  and  that 
their  pay  and  appointment  be  as  already  refolved  by  the  convention 
of  that  ftate,  and  that  they  rank  as  the  rangers  raifed  in  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  266  dollars  and  two -thirds  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  colonel  James  Eafton ;  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  him  on  the  final  fettlement  of  his  accounts: 

That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  St.  Martin;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  delired  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Auguft  1,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  from  brigadier  general  Mercer,  and 
one  of  the  fame  date  from  brigadier  general  Roberdeau,  and  fun- 
dry  others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolved ,  That  the  two  lirft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 

time. 
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time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again.  5 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  from  general  Walhlngton,  with 
funury  papers  mclofed ;  alfo  one  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  20th, 

ami  one  fiom  colonel  Dubois  of  the  17th,  were  laid  before  Con* 
grefs  and  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  genera] 
Waihington,  in  infwer  to  his  diredted  to°them;  and  the  fame  be- 
ing  agreed  to: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tranferibed,  figned  by  the  prefident,  and 
forwarded. 

d  he^  fa  id  board  bi  ought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con¬ 
fideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  colonel  John  Brown  be  allowed  the  rank  and 
pay  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  continental  army,  from  the  20th 
day  of  November  lad  to  this  time: 

That  James  Eadon  is  intitled  to  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  the 
continental  army,  from  the  fird  day  of  July,  1775,  and  to  the 
pay  of  a  colonel  from  that  day,  until  he  /hall  be  difeharged,  which 
ought  to  be  done  as  foon  as  a  court  of  enquiry  diall  report  in  his 
favour,  or  a  court  martial  /hall  determine  upon  his  conduft,  and 
their  fentence  is  carried  into  execution;  there  being  no  vacancy, 
to  which  he  can  be  appointed.  But  fhould  he  be  honourably  ac¬ 
quitted,  his  pad  fervices  will  recommend  him  to  the  confidence  of 
Congrefs  for  future  employment. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  2666  dollars  and  two-thirds  be 
drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Ludwick  Karcher,  for  vic¬ 
tualling  the  militia  palling  through  Philadelphia  to  the  Hying 
camp;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Augnfl  2,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  Pellifier; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  and  marine  committee  be 
difeharged  from  fitting  out  vedels  with  cargoes  to  Bermudas. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved,  That  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Jon.  Trumbull,  Efq; 
deputy  paymadcr  general  in  the  northern  department : 

That  general  Waihington  be  indrueded  to  employ,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  dates,  as  many  of  the  Stockbridge  indians  ag  he  Ihall  judge 
proper :  That 
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That  one  hundred  old  arms,  belonging  to  Congrefs,  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  repaired  at  the 
continental  expence,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  foldiers  deftined 
for  the  flying  camp;  the  laid  council  to  be  accountable: 

That  the  paymafter  general,  and  the  feveral  deputy  paymafters 
general,  be  dire&ed  to  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs  of  the 
ftate  of  the  military  chefts  under  their  direction  : 

That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy  pay  mailer  general  in 
the  northern  army,  be  dire&ed  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  ah  account  of  all  the  monies  which  have  palled  through 
his  hands,  fmce  his  appointment  to  that  office: 

That  the  commilfary  general,  and  deputy  commilTaries  in  the 
feveral  departments,  be  dire&ed  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  weekly, 
an  account  of  the  fums  of  money  they  may  refpe&ively  receive 
from  the  paymafters : 

That  the  quarter  matter  general,  and  deputy  quarter  matters 
general  in  the  feveral  departments,  be  dire&ed  to  tranfmit  weekly 
to  Congrefs,  an  account  of  the  monies  they  refpe&ively  receive 
from  the  paymafter  general  or  deputy  paymafter  general: 

That  the  commilfary  general,  quarter  matter  general,  deputy 
commilfaries  and  deputy  quarter  matters  general,  be  dire&ed  to 
make  monthly  returns,  at  lead,  of  the  ftores~ under  their  direction, 
and  the  diftribution  of  them : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  each  department  be  dire&ed  to 
make  returns,  once  a  month  to  Congrefs,  of  the  draughts  made  by 
him  upon  the  paymafter,  in  his  department. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Walton  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gwinnet  who  is  abfent. 

Refolved ,  That  ioo  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thaddeus  Sturges,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  him,  and  dedu&ed  out  of  his  pay  on  the  fettle- 
ment  of  his  accounts;  that  the  board  of  treafury  be  difcharged  from 
proceeding  on  his  accounts,  and  that  they  be  referred  for  Settle¬ 
ment  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  in  the 
northern  department. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into 
the  condu&  of  commodore  Hopkins,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Monday  next. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  not  having  lini filed,  delired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
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firJ°fBnnjam,.n  rhomPfon>  for  13 1  days  fervice,  viz.  from  the 

Jital  at  MCT  T  l°  ^  kft  °f  May  induflVe’  asclerk  ofth«  hof! 
J|  22  dollars >.ntred  ’  at  the  rate  of  two'thirds  of  a  dollar  per  day. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

^  .  Saturday,  Auguft  3,  1776. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
o  1  homas  Whitbeck,  for  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia 

io,Ih:  S*’  0a“WI*«’  tke  “jn*  of  7j  dollars  and  one- 

fo”°9  »•«» .«d 

?5.01&e  Hoffnagle,  1  dollar  and  forty-five-ninetieths  : 
lo  Michael  Staddleman,  for  708  meals  of  viduals,  70  dollars 
and  ieventy-two-mnetieths;  ' 

mZ°l  ^iCMrd  P‘i-"ey’  fo"  540  meals  furnilhed  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  54  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Paid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  far- 
tner  report,  which  was  read  :  6 

°“ ,l,e  “bk-  “k“  “•»  “"“-«•»» « 

A  letter  from  Neil  M‘Clean  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 
Refcived ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  dugujl  5,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Walhington,  of  the  3Ift  of  July  and 
2d  of  Auguft;  one  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  of  the  27  th  of 
July,  with  copies  of  fundry  letters  from  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina,  inclofed ;  one  from  E.  Anderfon,  of  the  31ft  of  lulv 

and  fundry  refolutions  paffed  by  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania,’ 
Were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolded,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration  ;  whereupon, 

Uefolved ,  That  the  commanders  of  all  fhips  of  war  and  armed 
ve.Ids  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  dates,  or  any  of  them,  and  all  letters 
of  marque  and  privateers,  be  permitted  to  inlift  into  fervice  on 
board  the  faid  fhips  and  veffels,  any  feamen  who  may  be  taken  on 
boaiu  any  of  the  fhips  or  veflels  of  our  enemies,  and  that  no  fuch 
feamen  be  mtitled  to  receive  the  wages  due  to  them  out  of  the  faid 
prizes,  but  fuch  as  will  fo  inlift,  and'that  all  other  feamen  fo  taken 
be  held  as  pnfoners  of  war,  and  exchanged  for  others  taken  by 
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tlie  enemy,  whether  on  board  of  vefTels  of  war  or  merchantmen, 

as  there  may  be  opportunity  :  . 

That  lieutenant  colonel  Rufus  Putnam  be  appointed  an  engineer 

with  the  rank  of  colonel  and  pay  of  fixty  dollars  a  month. 

A  petition  from  Efek  Hopkins,  commander  in  chief  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  fleet,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  “  he  has  been  informed  that  certain  complaints,  interrogato¬ 
rs  ries  and  report,  charging  him  with  fundry  crimes  and  mifde- 
u  jneanors,  had  been  exhibited  to  the  Honourable  Congrefs  ;  the 
«  purport  of  which  complaints,  & c.  he  is  ignorant  of;  and  pray- 
«  ing  that  he  may  be  furniihed  with  copies  thereof,  and  of  all  other 
«  proceedings  againft  him,  which  are  now  before  this  honourable 
“  body ;  and  that  time  may  be  allowed  him  to  prepare  for,  and  a 
* (  day  ailigned  for  his  being  heard  before  Congrefs  in  his  own 
ct  defence.” 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that 
Friday  next  be  appointed  for  hearing  commodore  Hopkins. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  dire&ed  to  order  the 
fliips  and  armed  veffels,  belonging  to  the  continent,  out  on  fuch 
cruifes  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

Refolved ,  That  Monday  next  be  afllgned  for  hearing  and  deter¬ 
mining  the  appeal  againft  the  verdi6t  and  fentence  palled  on  the 
lchooner  Thiftle. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  to  the 
Delaware  battalion,  as  many  of  the  arms  lately  imported  as  will  be 
necefiary  to  arm  them  compleatly: 

That  they  deliver  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Delaware  govern¬ 
ment,  193  of  the  faid  arms,  in  lieu  of  fo  many  had  from  them  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  arms  be  delivered  to  the  council 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Delaware  battalion,  when  armed,  be  ordered 
to  Nevv-Jerfey,  fubje<ft  to  the  farther  orders  and  directions  of  the 
general. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  J.  Symes,  a  prifoner  of  the  royal  highland  emigrants,  28 
dollars,  for  14  weeks  allowance,  from  the  24th  of  April  to  the 
30th  of  July: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Ordered ,  That  the  board  of  war  furnifh  the  committee  of  trea¬ 
fury  with  the  names  of  the  Britilh  officers  and  other  prifoners,  who 
are  entitled  to  the  allowance  made  by  Congrefs  of  two  dollars  a 
week,  with  the  times  of  their  captivity,  and  the  places  where  they 
are  quartered. 

Refolved ,  That  the  pay  of  an  affiftant  clerk  to  the  board  of  war 
be  266  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  year. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis,  Efc|;  and  that  the  fame  be 
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charged  to  the  account  of  the  paymafter  general ;  it  being  for  fo 
much  received  by  him,  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Lewis. 

ongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  on  Meffrs.  Price 
and  Haywood’s  accounts,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  accounts  be  recommitted  and  that  the 
commiliioners  to  Canada  be  defired  to  attend  the  board  oftreafury 
at  the  examination  of  the  faid  accounts. 

Rejolved ,  That  an  order  for  53  dollars  and  one  third  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  Monfr.  Artur  Vermonit,  it  being 
two  months  advance,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  de  LinkenfdorfF  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grels  and  read  : 

Refo\ved>  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congiefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  caufes  of  the  mifearriages  in  Canada,  and  after  debate, 
Refolved ,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

a  he  feveial  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  potlponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Augujl  6,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  ^jth  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  copies 
of  letters  between  him  and  general  Idowe  refpc61ing  the  exchange 
of  prifoners,  and  fundry  other  letters  and  papers  : 

Alfo  one  from  brigadier-general  Mercer  of  the  4th,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  the  medical  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fupply  the 
diredtor-general  of  the  hofpital  with  fuch  medicines  as  he  may 
want. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  delegates  of  North-Corolina  half  a  ton  of  powder  for  the  ufe  of 
the  frontier  inhabitants  of  that  ftate. 

Rejolvedy  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  apply  to  general 
Burgoyne,  and  propofe  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners  on  the 
terms  agreed  to  by  Congrefs,  and  particularly  the  delivering  bri¬ 
gadier-general  Prefcot  in  pofTeffion  of  the  United  States,  in 
lieu  of  brigadier-general  Thompfon,  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  to  their  delegates, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  be  rc- 
quefted  to  make  fuch  provifion  for  keeping  open  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  t  fiat  ftate  and  New-York,  by  way  of  the  ferries  over 
the  rivers  Paffaick  and  Plackinfack,  as  to  them  ftiall  appear  to  be 
moft  effectual,  and  that  Congrefs  will  reimburfe  the  expences  of 
fuch  fervice  to  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  ; 

That  it  be  recommended  in  the  moft  earneft  manner  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  New-Jerfey,  to  order  their  militia  immediately  to  march 
and  join  brigadier-general  Mercer.  Rejolved > 
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Re  [hived.  That  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  department  be  dire&ed  to  inquire,  and  inform  Congrefs,  whe¬ 
ther  it  will  be  moil  for  the  public  good,  that  the  troops  raifed 
and  to  be  raifed  for  the  garrifons  on  the  Ohi©  and  its  waters, 
ihould  be  fupplied  with  proviiions  by  contract  or  by  a  commiffary  : 
That  if  a  commiffary  bethought  neceffary,  they  recommend  fome 
proper  perfon  for  that  office  to  Congrefs,  in  the  mean  time  take 
fuch  meafures  as  they  think  bed  for  victualling  the  faid  troops. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into,  and  remedy  the  defects  of  the  powder  made  at  the 
mills  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer,  one  of  the  joint  treafurers  being  appointed  a 
delegate  to  Congrefs,  by  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania : 

Refolved ,  That  for  the  future  there  be  only  one  continental  trea- 

furer. 

Refolved ,  That  an  additional  fum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be 
given  to  each  of  the  continental  treafurers,  on  account  of  their  ex¬ 
traordinary  trouble,  and  faithful  fervice,  during  the  lad  year. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf,  into  the  committee  of  the  whole  to 
take  into  conlideration,  the  articles  of  confederation*  and  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair*  and  Mr.  Morton  re¬ 
ported  that  the  committee  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  de- 
iired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That"  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  hop  Mr.  Wilmore  from  proceeding  to  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  conlideration,  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  Augujl  7,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea¬ 
furers  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  Lancader,  for  the  purpofe  ot 
carrying  into  execution,  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  refpe&ing 
the  prifoners,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  in 
favour  of  James  Meafe  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  marching  to  New- 
Jerfey,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  James  Brifben,  who  is  employed  in  the  pod- 
office,  be  excufed  from  military  duty. 

A  letter  from  captain  N.  Biddle  to  the  marine  comniittee  wras 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved >  That  general  Waffiington  be  directed  to  propofe  an 
exchange  of  lieutenant  Jofiah,  for  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy  of 
Great-Britain,  and  that  the  general  remondrate  to  lord  Howe  on 

the 
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Con g^efs  V-!  eatmei>.t  1‘euten?nt  Jofiah  has  met  with,  of  which  the 

received  undouhted  information. 

’  .  !‘a£,  33f>  ^udl  be  added  to  the  medical  committee, 
and  reTdT°na  ^  S*  W?S  Prde,,ted  to  Congrefs 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 

A  he  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  art-, Vi  *  r  1  1 

in  their  report.  *  artlcles  of  war  brought 

The  board  of  war  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Meflrs.  GiafTon,  Hertel  and  de  la  Magdejaine  Canadian 
prifoiiers  at  Briftol  for  their  board  and  lodging2  from  the  ,5  of 

f  °d;e£ ra  t0  r  3  lft  ft  M’  beinS  thirty  ffven  weeks,  ich  at 
2  dol  arsa  week  222  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid- 
to  John  Green  their  affignee :  6  p  Us 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Cong,  efs  refolded  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
nto  coni, deration,  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  feme 
time,  the  pr eli dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
againthe  C°mmlUCC  tlot  having  yet  fi  milled,  defired  leave  to  fit 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
confederation.1'*"  ^  *  **  ""  *  articles  of 

Adjourned  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday.  Auguft  8,  1776. 

M'fVed’(  ^ha,t  £heL  fum  °f ,7po  dollars  be  paid  to  Jonathan  Me¬ 
redith,  in  ft.ll  of  Ephraim  Llame’s  draught  in  his  favour,  for  /hoes 

pm  chafed  from  him  for  the  uie  of  the  continental  army;  and  that 
the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  Ephraim  Blaine. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  6o,ooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  de¬ 
legates  of  New-Hamp/hire,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved ,.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafetv  of 
Penn  1  y I vama ,  to  take  proper  meafures  for  providing  quarters,  for 
the  troops  paffing  through  Philadelphia  to  the  flying  camp,  during 
their  continuance  m  this  city.  6 

Refolved 1  hat  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  battalion,  and  the  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  the  fe- 
veral  battalions  of  militia  now  in  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  inftantly 
to  march  to  Amboy  in  New-  Jerfey ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  militia 
as  want  arms  be  left  under  a  proper  officer,  till  they  can  be  pro¬ 
vided  therewith,  and  then  marched  without  any  farther  delay: 

.  1  .iat  1  hoard  of  war  be  dire&ed  to  fee  this  refolution  carried 

into  immediate  execution. 

/—  i  *  .  of  war  be  diredfed  to  take  into  immediate 

consideration,  the  ftate  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department 
and  our  naval  force  on  the  lakes;  and  that  Mr.  Chafe  be  direded  to 

attend 


August,  1776.  30 1 

attend  the  faid  board,  and  give  them  all  the  information  in  his 
power;  and  that  Mr.  Williams  be  defired  to  furnilh  the  faid  board 
with  an  extra#  of  the  letter  he  has  received  from  governor  Trum¬ 
bull,  relative  to  the  faid  army  and  naval  force ;  and  that  the  faid 
board  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafliington,  with  fundry  papers  in- 
clofed ;  one  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  at  the  German  Flats, 
Auguft  the  ill ;  one  of  the  29th  of  July  from  general  Gates,  with 
copies  of  two  letters  inclofed,  were  received  and  read. 

Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Lee,  to  inform  him 
of  the  intelligence  received,  that  the  troops  from  Charleltown  are 
arrived  at  New-York;  and  to  dire#  him,  in  cafe  the  Britilh  troops 
have  left  the  fouthern  colonies,  to  repair  with  all  poffible  expedition 
to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  ele#ing  four  major 
generals  and  fix  brigadier  generals. 

Refolved ,  That  the  poll-riders  be  exempted  from  military  duty. 

Refilved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire#ed  to  fupply  col. 
Galbreath  with  9  lb.  of  powder,  and  27  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of 
three  companies  of  his  battalion. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  George  Kennedy,  for  three  riffles  purchafed  in  Frederick 
county,  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  captain  Morgan’s  company  of  rif¬ 
lemen,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company,  the  fum  of  40 
dollars  : 

To  William  Web,  for  fervices  in  and  articles  purchafed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  treafury  office,  137  dollars  and  fifty-four-ninetieths ;  to 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  contingent  expences  : 

To  captain  Thomas  Flaflet,  for  fubfiftance  of  13  men  of  Ills 
company,  on  their  march  from  Chelter  county  to  New-Jerfey,  9 
dollars  and  eighty-two-ninetieths : 

To  captain  Benjamin  Wallace,  for  fubfiftance  of  his  company, 
on  their  march  from  Chelter  county  to  New-Jerfey,  32  dollars 
and  twety  ninetieths  : 

To  captain  Matthew  Boyd,  for  fubfiftance  of  53  men  of  hi$ 
company,  in  coh  Moore’s  battalion,  on  their  march  from  Chelter 
county  to  New-Jerfey,  27  dollars  and  forty-two-ninetieths  : 

To  Tobias  Rudolph,  for  the  hire  of  two  horfes  and  a  chair,  by 
captain  Alexander  Graydon,  to  condu#  money  to  Tieonderooas 
and  for  one  of  the  laid  horfes  which  was  loll  at  Albany,  125  dol 
lars  and  fiftv-four-ninetieths: 

To  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  city  tavern,  for  the  expence  of  a  guard  at 
his  houfe,  over  prifoners  of  war  brought  from  Burlington,  16  dol¬ 
lars  and  twenty-feven-ninetieths  : 

To  John  Tomkins,  for  the  fubfiftance  of  captains  Crowlle’s, 
Heilter’s  and  Ludwigg’s  companies  of  militia,  on  their  march  t® 
New-Jerfey,  21  dollars  and  thirty-fix-ninetieths: 

To 
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o  captain  James  M'Candlefs,  for  fubfiftance  and  ferriages  of 
ns  company  of  the  4th  battalion  of  York  county  militia,  on  their 
ai c  1  to  ew-Jerley,  41  dollars  and  feventy-eight-ninetieths: 
Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  onthetrea- 
fmer,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  forces  in  that  ftate;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Congiefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
Z°  ”“erf'0;  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that 

themTT  rL  made  farther  Pr°^rers  in  the  matter  referred  to 
Tb/U  "°^avlng  c°me  t0  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 
Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 

committee  of  the  w.iole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow. 

n  ,  ,  .  Fr,day>  Auguft  9,  1776. 

Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  regimental  pay- 
maftcr  for  the  Delaware  battalion, 

John  Yates,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  a 
plan  for  encouraging  the  Heffians  and  other  foreigners  employed 
by  the  kmg  ol  Great-Bntkin,  and  fent  to  America  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fubjugating  thefe  dates,  to  quit  that  iniquitous  fervice- 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.Wilfon,  Mr.Jefferfon  &  Mr.Stockton. 

-  ne  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  to  the 
order  of  the  board  of  war,  fuch  articles  in  their  pofteffion,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  continent,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  faid  board  of  war 
are  neceflary  for  the  Delaware  battalion: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fend  to  general  Wash¬ 
ington  30,000  flints. 

A  petition  from  William  Bell  and  company  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved,  1  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor 
Trumbull's  letter. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  the  captains, 
now  in  1  hiladelphia,  belonging  to  colonel  Hand’s  battalion,  with 
fuch  fums  of  money  as  will  be  fufficient  to  pay  the  bounty  voted 
to  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  inlift  for  three  years. 

*1  Ik  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  to  whom  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorf  was  referred,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  taken  into  confideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorf  be  appointed  adjutant  to 
the  German  battalion,  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  continental 
fervice. 

Agreeable 
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Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
ele&ion  of  four  major-generals  and  fix  brigadier-generals,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen  :  viz. 

William  Heath,  Jofeph  Spencer,  John  Sullivan,  and  Nathaniel 
Green,  Efqrs;  major-generals  ; 

James  Read,  John  Nixon,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Alexander  M‘Dou- 
gal,  Samuel  Holden  Parfons,  and  James  Clinton,  Efqrs;  briga¬ 
dier-generals. 

Refolved ,  That  the  hearing  commodore  Hopkins  be  poftponed 
to  Monday  next  at  1 1  o’clock,  and  that  captain  Jones  be  directed 
to  attend  at  the  fame  time. 

Refolved ,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  John 
Hafiet  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  William  Brown,  mailer  carpenter  ;  who  is  come 
from  the  camp  on  furlow,  be  ordered  not  to  return,  his  fervicc 
being  neceffary  at  the  yard. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Auguft  10,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  Ifaac  Cooper,  fhipjoiner ;  be  ordered  not  to  go 
to  New-Jerfey,  his  fervice  being  wanted  : 

That  William  Whiting  a  wounded  foldier  be  fent  to  the  hofpital 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  lupported  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  cafe  he  dies,  that  the  expences  of  his  funeral,  be  paid  by 
the  United  States. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jeremiah  Dougan  in  part  payment  of  his  account  againft 
the  continent,  319  dollars,  and  ftxty  ninetieths,  with  which  he  is 
to  be  charged  : 

To  Daniel  Smith  for  the  weekly  allowance  of  the  following 
prifoners  of  war,  viz.  James  Hughes,  town- major  of  Montreal, 
and  captain  Duncan  Campbell  from  the  19th  January  to  the  18th 
July  laft,  24  weeks,  and  6  days,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  99  dollars, 
and  thirty-eight  ninetieths  : 

Major  Dunbar,  Major  Stopford,  lieutenant  Harrifon,  lieut. 
Shuttleworth,  lieutenant  M‘Donald,  and  captain  Algeo,  from  the 
26th  April  to  1 2th  July  laft,  11  weeks  each,  at  2  dollars  a  week, 
132  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Jacob  Stroud  for  expences  of  waggon  hire,  in  con¬ 
ducing  Canadian  prifoners,  and  part  of  the  26th  regiment  front 
Walpeck  in  New-jerfey,  to  Reading  and  Briftol  in  Pennfyl vania, 
219  dollars,  and  fifty-four  ninetieths,  out  of  which  84  dollars, 
twelve  ninetieths,  is  a  charge  againft  the  Britifh  troops  and  135 
dollars  and  forty-two  ninetieths,  for  the  expence  of  the  Canadians: 

To  John  Bates  for  140  camp  kettles  delivered  to  colonel  Mat- 
jack  186  dollars,  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 
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.  ^lomas  Nevill  for  the  materials  and  making  travelling  car- 
riage^,  or  the  cannon  fent  to  North-Carolina,  257  dollars,  and 
twenty-five  ninetieths: 

To  William  M‘Gill  for  expences  of  the  firft  Pennfyl vania  batta¬ 
lion  on  their  march  to  Canada,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  J.  Shal- 

tia,  quarter- maftci  of  the  faid  battalion,  i±  dollars,  forty-five 
ninetieths  :  y 

J  T  1  T"  /I  •  r*  1  e  to  captain  Francis  Stuart 

and  John  Lefiie  of  the  26th  regiment,  from  the  26th  Aoril  to 

Ally’  an,^  to  ^r*  ^uddlefton,  of  the  7th  regiment,  from 
tii e  26th  April  to  the  ill  July,  as  prifoners  of  war,  63  dollars: 

caPta*n  Jofeph  Spur  of  colonel  Moore’s  battalion  for  the 
fu  liitance  of  his  company  of  28  men,  on  their  march  from  Chef- 
ter  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  25  dollars,  and  eighteen 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Jofeph  Park  for  the  fubfiftance  of  6  men 
of  colonel  Moore’s  battalion,  on  their  march  from  Chefter  county 
to  New-Jerfey,  16  dollars  : 

lo  Michael  Gratz  for  indian  goods  provided  by  him  in  May 
and  June  laft,  and  delivered  to  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs, 
in  the  northern  department,  653  dollars,  and  eighty-feven  nine¬ 
tieths  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported  that  they  have  had  under  eonfi- 
deration,  the  accounts  ofMeffrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  which  were 
recommitted  to  them,  and  having  re-examined  the  fame,  find  a 
ballance  due  to  them  amounting  to  59,962  dollars  and  fifty-three 
ninetieths,  which  they  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  paid  in  filver 
and  ^old: 

u 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid  accordingly. 

Refolved ,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  directed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  paying  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware  government,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  one  month’s  advance  to  the  battalion  of  militia 
marching  from  that  government  to  the  flying  camp. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  commiffions  be  made  out,  and  fent  to  general 
Wafhington,  to  be  delivered  to  the  feveral  officers  recommended 
in  the  lift  exhibited  bv  the  faid  board,  to  fill  the  vacancies  men- 
tioned  in  the  faid  lift,  excepting  thofe  perfons  recommended  to  fill 
the  vacancies  oecafioned  by  officers  being  in  captivity,  which 
ought  not  to  be  filled,  but  to  be  left  open',  until  thofe  officers 
fhall  be  redeemed,  and  excepting  the  cafe  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Tyler,  who  is  to  have  a  commiffion  for  colonel  of  the  regiment 

lately 


A 

>  1 


August,  1776.  305 

lately  commanded  by  colonel  Parfons,  promoted;  and  that  lieut. 
colonel  Durkee  have  a  commiflion  of  colonel  of  the  20th  regiment, 
and  that  major  Prentice  be  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment>  in  which  he  is  now  major  ;  and  major  Knolton  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  20th  regiment. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  on  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada, 
brought  in  a  farther  report  which  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Tuefday  next. 

Refolved ,  That  John  Hughes  be  fupplied  with  neceflary  cloaths 
by  the  managers  of  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital,  at  the  expence  of 
the  United  States. 

Refolved ,  That  William  Tudor,  judge  advocate;  general,  have 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  that  he  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  the  difcharge  of 
his  duty  at  New-York. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  J.  Wilfon  for  the  ufe  of  three  companies  of  his  battalion 
now  in  Philadelphia,  11  lb.  of  powder,  and  44  lb.  of  lead: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  order  of 
the  marine  committee,  fuch  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  as 
may  be  necelfary  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  frigates. 

The  committee  on  Canadian  petitioners  reported* 

That  the  reverend  Mr.  Louis  Lotbiniere  was  on  the  26th  Janu¬ 
ary  laft  appointed  by  general  Arnold  chaplain  to  the  regiment  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  colonel  James  Livingfton,  and  adied  in  that 
capacity,  until  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  Canada,  and  was 
promifed  by  general  Arnold  the  pay  of  £  14:  10:  per  month, 
including  rations;  and  that  there  is  now  a  ballance  of  124  dollars, 
eighty-four  ninetieths  due,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
him*  and  he  continued  a  chaplain  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States  : 

That  Jean  Fifcul  ought  to  receive  nine  months  pay  as  a  private, 
and  a  prefent  of  20  dollars  for  particular  fervice,  the  whole  a- 
mounting  to  80  dollars,  aud  that  he  be  permitted  to  inlift  in  the 
artillery  at  New-York  ; 

That  Pierre  du  Calvert  ought  to  receive  106  dollars,  and  two 
thirds,  for  eight  months  pay  as  an  enfign,  and  a  commifiion,  as  a 
brevet  lieutenant  : 

That  Alexander  du  Clos  ought  to  receive  33  dollars,  and  one 
third,  for  five  months  pay  as  a  private,  and  be  difcharged  with 
permiftion  to  inlift  again  in  the  fervice  at  his  election  : 

That  Jean  Baptift  du  Vidal  ought  to  receive  56  dollars  for  fe- 
ven  months  pay  as  a  ferjeant,  and  be  difcharged  or  continued  in 

the  fervice  at  his  election; 

& 
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i  hat  Louis  Ruffe  ought  to  receive  32  dollars  for  his  fervices  as 
a  nurie  and  attendant  on  the  fiek,  and  a  prefent  of  40  dollars  on 
account  of  his  humanity  to  them: 

That  Juet  a  Voir  ought  to  receive  a  prefent  of  10  dollars,  and 
be  difcharged  or  continued  in  fervice  at  his  ele&ion : 

That  La  JundTe  ought  to  receive  a  prefent  of  40  dollars,  and  be 
difcharged : 

1  hat  John  Hamptreneck  ought  to  receive  1 86  dollars  and  two- 
thuds,  as  deputy  commdlary  from  the  13th  of  September  to  the 
5th  of  February,  and  164  dollars  for  his  pay  as  a  captain  from  the 
5th  of  February  to  this  day,  being  6  months  and  5  days;  the 
whole  amounting  to  350  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths  : 

Fhat  John  Diamond  and  Walker  Moody  ought  to  receive  a  pre¬ 
fent  of  40  dollars  each: 

Fhat  Andrew  Pepin  ought  to  receive  33  dollars  and  thirty-nine¬ 
tieths,  ior  five  months  pay  as  a  private,  for  his  fervices  as  a  volun¬ 
teer,  and  be  continued  in  pay  as  a  lieutenant : 

I  hat  all  perfons  who  have  aCted  as  volunteers  in  Canada,  and 
retieated  with  the  army,  be  referred  to  general  Schuyler;  and  that 
lie  be  dire£ted  to  inquire  into  their  fervice  and  characters,  and  to 
older  them  inch  rewards  and  wages  as  lhall  appear  to  have  been 
merited : 

Fhat  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  James  Livingfton,  and 
his  general  account  againft  Congreis  referred  to  the  infpeCtion  and 
determination  of  general  Schuyler. 

Refolved, ,  That  the  faid  report  be  agreed  to. 

i  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mo  NDAY,  Augtlfi  12,  I776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  8th,  with  fundry  pa¬ 
pers  incloied,  and  one  from  general  Mercer,  with  one  inclofed  to 
him  from  colonel  Dickinfon,  were  read: 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war: 

1  hat  the  letter  from  brigadier  general  Mercer,  with  the  inclofed 
letter  from  colonel  Dickinfon,  be  communicated  to  the  convention 
of  Pennfylvania. 

Sundry  refolutions  palled  by  the  convention  of  New-York  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  cape  Francois  in  Hifpaniola,  dated 
July  the  23d,  was  allbread: 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

Fhat  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina  be  impowered  to  fend  by 
water,  at  the  rilk  of  the  continent,  the  military  llores  necefiary  for 
that  ftatc. 
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On  application  of  one  of  the  parties,  # 

Refolved  That  the  hearing  the  appeal  againftthe  lent. nee  palTed 
on  the  fchooner  Thiftle,  be  poftponed  to  Monday  the  26th  inftant. 

The  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommendeo.  Phi¬ 
lip  Schrauder,  as  a  fecond  lieutenant  ol  the  tilth  company  of  Gei- 
mans  to  be  raifed  in  that  ftate  : 

Refolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiiiion  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  him  accordingly.  .  . 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  the  council  of  V  irgima,  and  one  ot 

the-fame  date  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  were  read.^ 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  commodore  Hopkins  attend¬ 
ed  and  was  admitted ;  when  the  examination  taken  before  the  ma¬ 
rine  committee, and  the  report  of  the  faid  committee  in  confequence 
thereof,  were  read  to  him  ;  and  the  commodore  being  heaid  in  his 
own  defence,  and  having  delivered  in  fome  farther  anfwers  to  the 
queftions  aiked  him  by  the  marine  committee,  and  two  witnefks 
beino-  at  his  requeft  introduced  and  examined,^  he  wuhdiew. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  conlideration  the  inftrubtions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers  to  tne  marine 
committee,  and  the  report  of  the  marine  committee  thereupon,  al- 
fo,  the  farther  defence  by  him  made  and  the  teitimony  of  the  wit- 
neftes;  and  after  fome  debate,  the  farther  confideration  thereof 
-was  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  » 

Tuesday,  Augujl  13,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  the  8th  Virginia  battalion  be  taken  into  pay  from 
the  27th  day  of  May  laft,  and  the  feventh  from  the  17th  day  of 
June  laft. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  William  Barnes  for 
firft  lieutenant  on  board  one  of  the  frigates  built  at  Philadelphia: 
Thomas  Vaughan,  fecond  mate  of  the  fhip  Alfred,  to  be  third 
lieutenant  of  the  Waftiington  frigate,  commanded  by  Thomas 
Reed,  Efq;  and  Eliftia  Hinman  to  the  command  of  the  Cabot  : 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiflions  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  them  accordingly;  and  that  captain  Saltonftall  be  ordered  to 
difeharge  Mr.  Vaughan,  that  he  may  repair  to  the  command  to 
which  he  is  now  appointed. 

Colonel  Mercer  of  the  3d  Virginia  Battalion  being  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  AVilliam  Chriftian,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  colonel  of  the  firft  battalion,  having  declined  to  accept  his 
commiffion,  and  col.  William  Peachy  of  the  fifth  battalion  having 
refigned,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  to  fill  the 
vacancies  occafioned  thereby,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Charles 
Scott,  George  Weeden  and  Ifaac  Rcade,  Efquires,  were  elected 
colonels : 
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Alexander  Spotfwood,  Thomas  Marftiall  and  Robert  Lawfon, 
'  quires,  lieutenant  colonels;  and  James  Junis  and  John  Green, 
Enquires,  majors. 

he  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
o  Comad  Alfter,  for  214  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  2 1  dollars  &  thirty-fix-ninetieths: 

I  o  James  Davis,  for  70  meals  fupplied  captain  Clarke’s  com¬ 
pany  of  militia,  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  7  dollars  and  nine 
ninetieths  : 

To  major  Blackden,  for  the  hire  of  a  fieigh  and  two  horfes  from 
ai,)  to  Quebec,  cafh  expended  going  exprefs  from  general  Ar¬ 
nold  to  borrell,  and  for  a  horfe,  bridle  and  faddle,  loft  at  Decham- 
beau,  in  the  fervice  of  the  colonies,  153  dollars ; 

Or  de?  ed,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  boaid  of  treafury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  paying  Meffrs.  Price  and  Heywood,  brought  in 
their  report;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  be  fent  to  general -Schuyler  and  general 
Gates,  to  pay  all  the  fpecie  that  they  may  have  in  their  hands, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  Meffrs.  Price  and  Hey  wood,  in 
part  of  the  balance  due  to  them  from  the  faid  ftates,  and  tranfmit 
an  account  thereof  to  Congrefs : 

Phat  the  committee  of  treafury  be  directed  to  ufe  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  procure  gold  and  filver  as  quickly  as  poflible,  to  difcharge 
the  remainder : 

I  hat  Meffrs.  Price  and  Heywood  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum  intereft,  for  the  balance  that  may  be  due  to 
them,  after  deducing  the  fum  that  ftiall  be  paid  them  by  generals 
ochuyler  and  Gates,  from  the  time  of  fuch  payment  until  the  faid 
balance  is  paid. 

Refolved  >  1  hat  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dire&ed  to  advance  one  month’s 
pay  to  the  officers  and  men  from  Maryland,  on  their  march  to 
the  flying  camp : 

I  hat  the  deputy  quarter  mafter  general  be  directed  to  fuppjy 
the  troops  from  Maryland  with  fuch  articles,  as  they  may  ftand  in 
need  of,  out  of  the  ftores  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

Refolvcdy  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  laft  ordered  to  be 
emitted,  confift  of  the  following  numbers  and  denominations,  viz, 
76,023  of  30  dollars  each,  2,307,600 

76,923  of  8  do.  -  -  615,384 

76,923  of  7  do.  —  538,461 

76.923  of  6  do.  -  -  461,538 

76.924  of  5  do.  -  -  -  384,620 

76,923  of  4  do.  -  -  307,692 

76,923  of  3  do.  -  23°>769 

76,923  of  2  do.  -  153,846 

— - 5,000,000 
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Refolved,  That  an  order  for  2,666  dollars,  and  two  thirds  be 
drawn  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Ludwick  Karcher,  for  the 
purpofe  of  victualing  the  troops  marching  to  the  flying  camp,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon,  . 

Refolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
have  not  received  the  treaty  between  the  date  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
and  the  St.  Johns  and  Micmac  indians,  and  that  he  be  requefted 
to  fend  a  copy  thereof  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  furnifh  colonel  Wilfon 
with  23  mufkets,  22  lb.  of  powder,  and  88  lb.  of  lead,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  battalion  of  militia. 

The  faid  board  having  recommended  William  Caldwell  to  be 
paymafter  of  colonel  Baldwin’s  regiment  of  continental  troops  raif- 
ed  in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  William  Lawrence  to  be  paymafter 
of  colonel  Shee’s  battalion  of  continental  troops,  raifed  in  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania  :  ‘  1 

Rejolved ,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commifiions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Rejolved ,  That  an  order  for  296  dollars,  and  one  third  be  paid 
to  the  order  of  Mefffs.  Simon  and  Campbell  in  full  of  a  draught  in 
their  favour  by  George  Morgan,  dated  at  Pittfburg,  June  3d, 
1776,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  com- 
miftioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
James  Meafe  the  fheeting  in  their  hands  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  troops. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Alexander  Rofs  is  detained  at 
Pittfburg, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  commifiioners  for  in¬ 
dian  affairs,  to  enquire  into  this  matter,  and  if  they  find  no  new 
caufe  for  detaining  him  fince  he  was  before  the  committee  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  they  think  it  proper  that  they  permit  him  to  purfue  his 
journey  into  the  indian  country. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  confider  the  application  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Leonard. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hall. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  brigadier  general  Mercer  was  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  articles  of  war,  and  after 
fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was 
jpoftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  dlugujl  14,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Walhingtorr  with  a  return  of 

the  army  at  New- York,  and  Wry  other  papers  inciofed  being 
received,  was  read.  6 

Alio  fundry  letters  from  England  were  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhingtoa  with  the  pa¬ 
pers  incloied,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  requeft  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey,* 

Refolvedy  1  hat  the  tut 01  s  in  Prin.cet.own  college  be  detained 
from  going  to  the  flying  camp,  and  that  the  faid  tutors  be  dired- 
cd  to  continue  in  the  faid  college  exercifing  their  feveral  fundions. 

XT  rp1C  comi*lIttee  appointed  to  devife  a  plan  for  encouraging  the 
Heiiians  and  other  foreigners  to  quit  the  Britilh  fervice,  brought 
in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon  Con- 
grels  came  to  the  following  refolution. 

Wheieas  it  has  been  the  wife  policy  of  thefe  dates  to  extend  the 
protedion  of  their  laws  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  fettle  among  them 
of  whatever  nation  or  religion  they  might  be,  and  to  admit  them 
to  a  participation  of  the  benefits  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  and 
the  benevolence  of  this  pradice  as  well  as  its  falutary  efxeds  have 
rendered  it  worthy  of  being  continued  in  future  times. 

And  whereas,  his  Britannic  majefty,  in  order  to  deftroy  our 
fr*_eaom  and  happinefs  has  commenced  againft  us  a  cruel  and  un¬ 
provoked  war  ;  and  unable  to  engage  Briton’s  fufficient  to  execute 
his  fanguinary  menfures  has  applied  for  aid  to  foreign  princes, 
wno  are  in  the  habit  of  felling  the  blood  of  their  people  for  money, 
and  from  them  has  procured  and  tranfported  hither  confiderable 
numbers  of  foreigners.  And  it  is  conceived  that  fuch  foreigners, 
if  apprifed  of  the  pradice  of  thefe  dates  would  chufe  to  accept  of 
lands,  liberty,  fafety  and  a  communion  of  good  laws,  and  mild 
government  in  a  country  where  many  of  their  friends  and  relations 
are  already  happily  fettled,  rather  than  continue  expofed  to  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  a  long  and  bloody  war,  waged  againfl  a  peo¬ 
ple  guilty  of  no  other  crime  than  that,  of  refilling  to  exchange  free¬ 
dom  for  flavery  ;  and  that  they  will  do  this  the  more  efpecially 
when  they  refled,  that  after  they  have  violated  every  chriftian  and 
moral  precept  by  invading  and  attempting  to  deftroy  thofe  who 
have  never  injured  them  or  their  country,  their  only  reward,  if 
they  efcape  death  and  captivity,  will  be  a  return  to  the  defpotifm 
of  their  prince  to  be  by  him  agaiu  fold  to  do  the  drudgery  of  fome 
other  enemy  to  the  rio-hts  of  mankind. 

And  whereas  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  have  thought  fit 
by  a  late  ad,  not  only  to  invite  our  troops  to  defert  our  fervice  but 
to  dired  a  compulfion  of  our  people  taken  at  fea  to  ferve  againft 
their  country. 

Refolvedy  Therefore,  that  thefe  dates  will  receive  all  fuch  for¬ 
eigners  who  (hall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty  in  Ame¬ 
rica, 
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rica,  and  (hall  chufe  to  become  members  of  any  of  thefe  ftates;  and 
they  fhall  be  protected  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  refpe&ive  reli¬ 
gions,  and  be  inverted  with  the  rights,  priviledges  and  immunities 
of  natives  as  ertablifhed  by  the  laws  of  thefe  ftates  ;  and  moreover 
that  this  Congrefs  will  provide  for  every  fuch  perfon  fifty  acres  of 
unappropriated  lands  in  fome  of  thefe  ftates,  to  be  held  by  him  and 
his  heirs  in  abfolute  property. 

Refolved ,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  committed  to  the 
committee,  who  brought  in  the  report,  and  that  they  be  directed 
to  have  it  tranftated  into  German,  and  to  take  proper  meafures  to 
have  it  communicated  to  the  foreign  troops. 

Refolved ,  That  Dr.  Franklin  be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  William  Rofs  for  fubfiftence  aud  ferriage  of  his 
company  of  fixty-feven  men  of  colonel  Smith’s  battalion  on  their 
march  from  York  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  52  dollars, 
and  forty-nine  ninetieths  : 

To  Daniel  Smith  for  captain  Gamble’s  allowance  from  26th  A- 
pril  to  10th  Auguft  inftant,  being  15  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week, 
the  fum  of  30  dollars  : 

To  John  Davis  for  33  days  hire  of  a  waggon  tranfporting  the 
baggage  of  captain  Hay’s  company  of  colonel  Irwin’s  battalion 
from  Carlifle  toNew-York,  no  dollars,  and  for  41  meals  fupply- 
ed  captain  Thomas  Turbutt’s  company  of  colonel  Wilfon’s  batta¬ 
lion  on  their  march  from  Cumberland  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the 
fum  of  4  dollars,  and  nine  ninetieths  .* 

To  John  Efhenbach  for  19  meals  fupplied  recruits  of  captain 
Cluggage’s  company  of  colonel  Hand’s  battalion  1  dollar,  and 
eighty-one  ninetieths : 

To  colonel  Clement  Biddle  for  150  camp  kettles,  200  dollars  ; 

To  Dr.  John  Coates  for  a  fet  of  iurgeons  inftruments  loft  on  his 
march  with  general  Arnold  from  Cambridge  to  Quebec,  the  fum 
of  26  dollars,  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

To  Sarah  Campbell  for  nuriing  and  boarding  feven  fick  men  be¬ 
longing  to  captains  Beaty,  Benezet  and  Miller’s  companies,  30 
dollars,  and  feven  ninetieths. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  Eliftia  Swift  and  Adonijah  Spanborrough  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  from  Pennfylvania 
and  Conne&icut. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  monfieur  Weibert,  now  ferving  in  the  continen¬ 
tal  army  at  New-York  as  an  engineer,  be  appointed  afliftant  engi¬ 
neer  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  that  his  pay 
commence  from  the  time  cf  his  engaging  in  the  fervice. 


That 
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That  general  Mercer  be  directed  to  difcharge  or  grant  furlows 
to  Jofeph  Kerr,  hatter,  a  private  ofcapt.  Wills  company  in  the  firft 
battalion  ;  and  to  Philip  Maufe,  {locking  weaver,  a  private  in  capt* 
Kling  s  company  of  the  fourth  battalion  of  Philadelphia  militia  j 
thefe  two  perlons  being  applied  for  by  Mr.  Meafe,  commiflary, 
to  whom  their  fervices  are  indifpenfably  neceflary,  in  making  and. 
providing  cloathing  for  the  army. 

Kej  'olvedy  I  hat  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

I  he  leveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

*  ,  i  % 

Thursday,  Augnjl  15,  1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  James  Livingfton  having  been  appointed  a  colo¬ 
nel  of  a  regiment  by  general  Montgomery,  have  a  colonels  com- 
million  given  him,  with  orders  to  enlift  as  many  companies  of  Ca¬ 
nadians  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  the  fervice  ;  and  that  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  the  northern  department  be  dire£led  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  Congrefs  proper  perfons  for  officers  under  him. 

The  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended  Mr. 
Bernard  Hubley,  jun.  as  firft  lieutenant  in  the  fifth  company  of 
the  German  battalion; 

Refolved ,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  him  accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Return  Jonathan  Meigs  in  behalf  of  himfelf 
and  others,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read: 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  wTar. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  go¬ 
ing  to  New-Jerfey. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  auditor-general  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  fmall  debts,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Rejolvcdy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  to 
colonel  M‘Callifter  eight  ftand  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion, 
the  faid  committee  taking  fecurity  for  the  return  of  the  faid  arms  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  delegates  of 
North-Caroliua,  five  tons  of  lead  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  that 
ft  ate. 

'  The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  of 

the  19th  July  with  fundry  depofitions  and  papers  was  referred,- 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Jeremiah  Dugan  was  prefented  and  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs 


V 
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Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  in  fir  unions  given  to 
Commodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers,  &c.  and  there¬ 
upon  came  to  the  following  refolution: 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  commodore  Hopkins,  during  his  cruife 
to  the  fouthward,  did  not  pay  due  regard  to  the  tenor  of  his  in- 
ilru6lions,  whereby  he  was  exprefsly  diredfed  to  annoy  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fhips  upon  the  coafls  of  the  fouthern  dates  ;  and  that  his  rea- 
fons  for  not  going  from  Providence  immediately  to  the  Carolinas, 
are  by  no  means  fatisfaHory. 

At  the  requefl  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  the  farther  con¬ 
fideration  of  the  report  was  pollponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  or  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  one  from  gene¬ 
ral  Schuyler  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  5th  from  general  Gates 
being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  depu¬ 
ty  paymafter  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  the  fecret  committee  be  diredled  to  deliver  to 
the  order  of  the  marine  committee  fuch  flores  by  them  imported* 
as  are  necefiary  for  the  fleet. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred^  being  poflponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  Auguft  16,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Wafhington  was  read. 

The  board  of  treafury  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the 
army  at  New-York  and  in  the  northern  department,  brought  in  a 
draught  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

To - - 


Gentlemen,  You  are  appointed  commiffioners  by  the  Conorefs 
to  liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  You  will  therefore 

pi  oceed  immediately  to  and  apply  to  general  to  di- 

redl  all  perfons,  who  have  been  engaged  in  tranfahling  public  bufi- 
nefs  to  lay  their  accounts  before  you.  In  your  examination  you 
will  obferve  the  utmoil  exaclnefs,  taking  care  not  to  allow  any 
accounts  for  which  proper  vouchers  are  not  produced.  No  officer 

is  permitted  to  hold  two  commiffions,  confequently  is  not  to  receive 
pay  for  two. 

Every  colonel  of  a  battalion  ought  to  produce  mufter  rolls  certi¬ 
fied  by  the  mufter  mafter  or  fuch  other  perfon  as  may  have  been 
appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  to  mufter  the  men,  of  the 
number  his  battalion  from  time  to  time  conlifted  of. 

No  allowance  of  pay  or  rations  is  to  be  made  to  any  officer  for 
men  who  have  not  been  actually  in  the  continental  fervice. 

if  in  the  fettlement  of  thefe  accounts  you  lhall  difcover  any 
frauds  to  have  been  praaifed,  or  abufes  committed  by  mifapplicar 
VoL’  U*  Rr  tion 
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ion  of  public  monies,  you  fliall  take  particular  notice  of  them,  and 
make  efpecial  report  to  the  committee  of  treafury.  When  you 
have  compleated  this  bull nefs  you  are  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of  your 
proceed  mgs  with  accounts  to  the  committee  of  trealury  to  be  by 
them  finally  adjulted  and  difcharged. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  refpec- 
tive  commiflioners. 

hefolve d,  fhat  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Ebenezef 
Hancock,  Liq;  deputy  payrnafter  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  the  eaftern  department. 

Refohed,  1  hat  the  fum  of  jooo  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
John  David  Whelper,  for  the  bounty  money,  Sc c.  of  his  company  5 
he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Samuel  Stringer,  was  prefented  and  read: 

Refohed ,  1  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

Kefohcd ,  1  hat  the  medical  committee  be  impowered  to  purchafe 
fuch  medicines  as  they  judge  proper  and  ufeful  for  the  army. 

Refohed ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  refpedling  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Par  Tons  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Putnam  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  reverend  Abiel  Leonard  was  referred,  reported, 

“  That  it  appears  from  a  further  certificate  of  general  Putnam, 
that  Mr.  Leonard  performed  the  duty  cf  a  chaplain  to  other  regi¬ 
ments  than  that  of  the  general’s  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  for 
which  he  has  had  no  compenfation,  and  that  it  alfo  appears  that 
Mr.  Leonard's  fervices  at  that  time  in  the  army  were  very  neceffary 
and  ufeful”;  whereupon, 

Refohed ,  That  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Mr. 
Abiel  Leonard  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices. 

Refohed ,  That  the  letters  received  yeflerday  from  general  Wafh- 
ington,  general  Schuyler,  and  general  Gates,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Congrcfs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftru&ions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins,  bis  examination  and  anfwers,  &c.  and  there¬ 
upon  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refohed ,  That  the  laid  conduct  of  commodore  Hopkins  deferves 
the  ccniure  of  this  houfe,  and  this  houfe  does  accordingly  cenfure 
him. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  puffed  againfl  commo¬ 
dore  Ho  pkins  be  tranfmitted  to  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Satur pay 
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Saturday,  Augujl  17,  1 7 7^° 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington  was  read. 

The  delegates  of  New-Jerky  laid  before  Congrefs  a  refolution 
of  their  convention,  impowering  any  one  of  them  to  repiefent  the 
faid  ftate  in  thefe  words ; 

«  Jn  provincial  Congrefs,  New-Jerfey,  Burlington,  June  22, 

1776. 

Upon  the  qu  eft  ion  whether  one  or  more  delegates  fhall  be  a 
quorum  to  reprefent  this  province  in  continental  Congrels,  it  was 

carried  in  favour  of  one.  Extract  irom  the  minutes,  ^ 

William  Paterson,  Secretary.” 

The  committee  oftreafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Bates  for  1S7  camp  kettles  delivered  to  Clement  Bid¬ 
dle,  deputy  quarter  m after  general,  249  dollars: 

To  George  Banner  for  a  ride  purchafed  by  lieutenant  Mofes 
Rawling  from  John  Piper  in  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  captain 
Grier’s  rifle  company,  and  to  be  charged  to  tne  faid  company,  10 

dollars,  and  fixty  ninetieths :  '  . 

To  MeiTrs.  Gibfon  and  Alton  for  5  rifles  furni'fhed  captain  Mor¬ 
gan’s  company  of  riflemen  by  perfons  m  Frederick  county,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  certified  by  the  committee  ttiere,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  faid  Morgan,  63  dollars,  and  thirty  ninetieths  : 

To  James  Mercer  for  397  meals  furnifhed  to  tne  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  39  dollars,  and  fixty-three  ninetieths 

To  William  Clayton  for  454  . meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
inarch  to  New-Jerfey,  43  dollars,  and  thirty-fix  ninetieths  : 

To  William  Allibone  for  his  expences  in  fearch  of  flint  ftones 
by  dire&ion  of  the  board  of  war,  6  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Hinzey  for  7  chairs  and  a  ftool  for  the  ufe  of  the 
treafury  office,  15  dollars,  and  eighteen  ninetieths: 

To  William  M‘Carroll  for  the  pafiage  of  prifoners  taken  by 
captain  Barry  from  Egg-Harbour  to  Philadelphia,  with  their 
maintenance  on  the  road,  4  dollars,  and  fifty-fix  ninetieths  : 

To  colonel  Henry  Haller  425  dollars,  and  thirty-nine  nine¬ 
tieths;  of  which  fum  20  dollars  are  to  be  charged  to  captain  Nel- 
fon,  for  two  rifles  delivered  to  him  by  David  Miers  ;  14  dollais, 
and  fifty  four  ninetieths  to  the  army,  for  rations  fupplied  captain 
Nelfon’s  company  ;  24  dollars  for  contingent  expences  of  three 
expreffes;  and  3^6  dollars,  and  feventy-five  ninetieths  for  provi¬ 
so  ns  for  the  prifoners  at  Reading  with  fire  wood,  fait,  fitraw, 
& c.  including  39  days  fervice  of  the  faid  Haller  : 

To  George  Struylys,  for  entertainment  of  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New- Jerfey,  78  dollars,  and  fixty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  Robert  Jewell  for  furidry  bills  for  the  repair  of  the  old  gaol 
in  Philadelphia,  and  work  done  at  the  new  gaol,  178  dollars, 
and  fifty-three  ninetieths: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid 

The 
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papers  from'pWk  0n  'nc,'an  a<1'airs>  to  whom  fundry  Ietter9  and 
the  fame  th  u®  Wer,e  re^erreh>  having  examined  them,  laid 
done.  ‘  hC  tab  e’  a"d  dcflred  the>'  m,ght  be  read,  which  was 

fu rfftt  T,m  Tn^  f°rJ°  d°llar3  be  draw"  ‘he  trea- 

f'or  his  fe  f  ’0Ur  G.eo,rSe  Morgan,  for  the  ufe  of  Peter  Long, 
01  his  iervices  in  the  Indian  country. 

Refohcd  That  the  accounts  of  George  Morgan  Efa-  h-  re 
ferred  to  the  board  of  treafury.  ‘6  b  q’ 

wafkid  beforehrday  J°hnfon’  of  artillery, 

enquire  i,^Tl  "nd  md;  where!n  he  ^res  Congrefs  to 

Which  he  ot  rrUmdanCeS  of  Mr.  Anftruther’s  diamond  ring, 

_ that  h  tdge-S  he  ll2Si— that  he  never  made  a  fecret  of  if; 

and  fh  C|  *•"  t  e  ring  fome  time  after  the  garrifon  capitulated, 
and  h„Ught  ,t  to  be  a  prize  ;  and,  for  the  truth  of  what  he  aflert 

t0  ,*-ile  certl'hcates  of  feveral  principal  officers. 

the  rffigfo  tL  ILr^v  f  f  tf  Jmnf0n  bf  ?irefted  l°  deliver 

>l»  t,J,  to  Mr.  &  Z£*  “  “ fen4 

■J:°ng;‘efs  ;ef,,med  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
"  whom  was  referred  brigadier  genera!  Woofter’s  letter 

of-q‘,efting  a,n  enTl,I7  ,nt0  his  eonduft,  while  he  had  the  honour 
.J  fXws‘ld"’g  the  C°ntinental  forces  >n  Canada,  which  was  read 

That  brigadier  general  Woofter  produced  copies  of  a  number  of 

Ltters  toC  i>a:Trd  fetWeen,  h,’m  and  Senerai  Schuyler,  and  of  his 
;•“*  8  l°  Congrefs,  from  which  it  appears,  that  he,  from  time  to 

time,  gave  feafonable  and  due  notice  of  the  ftate  of  the  army  under 
his  command,  and  what  fupplies  were,  in  his  opinion,  neceffary  to 
‘  endei  the  enterpnze  fuccefsful ;  that  a  number  of  officers  and  other 
gentlemen  rrom  Canada,  who  were  acquainted  with  his  conduft 
Here,  and  who  happened  occafionally  to  be  in  this  city,  were  ex¬ 
amined  before  the  committee;  to  which  letters,  and  the  minutes  of 
he  examination  of  the  witneffes  herewith  exhibited,  the  committee 
eg  leave  to  refer  Congrefs  for  further  information,  and  report,  as 
.he  opinion  of  the  committee  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence  that 
was  before  them,  that  nothing  cenfurable  or  blame  worthy  appears 
up  ami  l  brigadier  general  Wo  oiler.” 

1  l.c  report  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

f  ic  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration  ;  whereupon, 

RcJnlveJ,  11, at  Gullavus  Rifberg  be  appointed  aMant  to  Cle¬ 
ment  Jdiddie,  deputy  quarter  mailer  general  to  the  flying  camn 
and  that  heieflde  at  Philadelphia. 

Rejolved ,  .  i  nat  general  Wa/liington  be  defired  to  propofe  an  ex- 

c  *n£e  °V!,S  I,r/tann,c  majeft-y’s  prifoners,  captivated  at  St.  Tohn’s 
and  Chamblee,  for  thofe  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  taken 
in  Canada:  That 
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Th-.it  maior  Meggs  be  exchanged  for  major  French,  and  captain 

Henrv  Dearbourne  for  an  officer  of  his  rank: 

Thlt  in  cafe  a  general  exchange  of  pnfoners  ffiould  not  be  agreed 
to  that  provifion  be  made  for  fupplying  our  pnfoners  in  Canada, 
with  neceffaries,  by  procuring  and  fending  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  Britilh  officers,  prifoners  in  thefe  hates;  or,  if  fuch  cannot  be 

obtained,  that  cadi  be  Tent  to  them.  . 

Refolded,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  ot  Mary¬ 
land/  to  raife  and  arm  two  battalions  upon  the  continental  efta- 

blifhment:  vn  .  r  ,  . 

That  the  men  for  the  faid  battalions  be  enlifted  to  ierve  during 

the  war,  unlefs  fooner  dilcharged  by  Congrefs: 

That  the  faid  convention  recommend  to  Congo efs  notable  per- 
fons  for  held  officers  of  the  faid  battalions,  and  appoint  all  the 

other  officers :  r  f 

That  the  faid  battalions  be  taken  into  continental  pay  io  toon  as 

they  are  armed  and  accoutred  for  fervice  and  accordingly  muttered: 

That  20,000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  faid  convention,  to  defia} 
the  expences  of  railing  the  faid  battalions;  to  be  accounted  for  to 

Congreis. 

Colonel  Biddle  having,  by  order  of  general  Mercer,  applied 
for  the  following  articles,  viz.  500  firelocks  with  bayonets,  500 
bayonets  with  fcabbards  of  different  fizes,  200  fpare  ramrods,  4000 

priming  wires  and  20,000  flints: 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commiffary,  be  direded  to  pro¬ 
vide  and  deliver  to  colonel  Biddle,  or  his  order,  the  above  articles, 
or  as  many  of  them  as  can  be  procured. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clopk  on  Monday. 


Monday,  Auguji  19,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  judgment  of  a  court  martial  againft.  colonel  Donald 
Campbell,  inclofed,  was  read: 

Refolved ,  That  the  proceedings  and  judgment  of  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  be  fent  to  gen.  Schuyler  fo/his  approbation  or  disapprobation. 

Another  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  pa¬ 
pers  inclofed,  relative  to  Mr.  Nubile,  a  foreigner,  was  read: 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  commodore  Hopkins,  was  read; 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  commodore  Hopkins  be  dire&ed  to  repair  to 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  take  the  command  of  the  fleet  formerly  put 
under  his  care. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  lieutenant  M.  Johnfon,  was  read; 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  ftoppage  of  lieutenant  M.  Johnfon’s  pay  be 
taken  off,  and  that  he  receive  what  is  due  to  him.  A  letter 
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0,S  t  i S-'l  Woo«„,  „  tW! 

:SsS=“« 

cd  tc/th.m  am>Mingf7be  *C"pted’ *nd  that  commiflions  be  grant- 

,J£ ^6™“ f,  ,K|,:'  ‘r'V  b'  i"P°'",ed  “  ""P1”? 

ton  and  Wall,” Sh",  ES,,  i  "’  “  ,h«  Cl”k- 

pf  »-dd^^&.S;?"^t2trf,h' 

read.  ?  "  °m  ChaPman  Afh'lr  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

coImiffioTenifth011  "'A r"  afffjS’  ,t0  whom  the  Otters  from  the 
red  hrmio  ht  ■  th  middle  and  fouthern  departments  were  refer- 

tit"” t  *  Wl“k  “  "*»  “»  -Pderation, 

•  't  ^  to  tl'e  difcretion  of  the  commiffioners 

The  ’n  r‘dd  -e  de.partr"ent’  t0  P°ftpone  the  holding  the  treaty  with 
the  indiansm  them  department,  to  fuel,  time  as  they  think  beft  • 

and  that,  ir  by  continuing  at  Pi'ttfburg  in  the  meanwhile  they 
dlfpofitfon  and^  ^  ^  l°  ^  the  india"s  *  ^nd  y 

»!%!Z££  a<kr  ,ht  m,,?  n,ore  S'""*1’ 1|"' l'  «"d 

,,’irhat  ^5  invit/tioIn  given  by  the  faid  commiffioners  to  fuel,  of 
the  fix  nations  of  md.ans,  as  live  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  to 
attend  the  faid  treaty,  be  approved : 

Inat  the  faid  commiffioners  be  mftru&ed  to  make  diliVent  en- 
quiry  into  the  murder  lately  committed  by  indians,  in  the  neigh- 
bournood  of  1  ittffinrg,  on  one  Crawford,  and  that  as  foon  as  they 
difeover  by  whom  the  fame  was  committed,  they  demand  due  pu- 
nilhment  on  he  offender  or  offenders,  which  being  granted,  th  s 
Congrefs  will  not  conhder  the  fame  as  a  national  a  If 

lat  the  aid  commiffioners  invite  fuch  of  the  indian  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  their  department,  as  they  think  heft,  to  vifit  Congrefs 
at  I  Inladclphia,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  with  them° 

That  the  following  extraft  from  the  fpeech  of  Logan,  an  indian 
cu.ef,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners  for  the  middle  depart- 
...ent,  viz.  e  Hill  hear  had  news.  Conneodico  and  fome  of  us 
are  conllantly  threatened.  And  the  Bearlkin,  a  trader  from  Penn- 
lylvania,  amongft  others,  fays,  a  great  reward  is  offered  to  any 
perlon,  who  will  take  or  entice  either  of  us  to  Pittfburg,  where 
we  arc  to  be  hanged  up  like  dogs  by  the  Big  Knife.  Thisbeino- 
true,  how  can  we  think  of  what  is  good.  That  it  is  true  we  have 
no  doubt,  and  you  may  depend  on  it,  that  the  Bearfkin  told  Me- 
topfica  every  word  of  what  I  have  mentioned.”  And  that  they  be 
directed  to  uo  all  in  their  power  to  remove  every  jealoufy  of  the 

United 
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United  States  or  either  of  them  from  the  minds  of  the  indians. 
And  as  it  may  pofiibly  happen,  that  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
indlan  trade,  in  order  to  ingrofs  to  themfelves  or  to  the  traders  of 
their  own  date  the  whole  of  the  faid  indian  trade,  may  by  falfe 
fuggeftions  endeavour  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the  faid  indians  and 
render  them  inimical  to  any  other  (late,  and  to  involve  fuch  date 
in  an  indian  war,  that  it  be  therefore  recommended  to  the  aflem- 
blies  and  conventions  of  the  feveral  dates,  from  which  trade  is  car¬ 
ried  on  with  the  indians,  that  they  take  the  mod  effectual  mea- 
fures  to  prevent  the  traders  of  their  refpedfive  dates  from  purfuing 
a  practice  fo  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  indian  fpeech  as  relates  to  the  Nantikokes 
be  lent  to  the  convention  of  Maryland,  and  that  they  be  requeded 
to  give  Congrefs  fuch  information  upon  the  fubjedf  as  they  can  ob¬ 
tain  : 

That  agreeable  to  the  propofition  from  the  commifiloners  for  in¬ 
dian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department, Mr.Galphin  and  Mr, Ray  be 
defired  to  invite  fuch  of  the  head  men  of  the  Creeks,  as  they  fhall 
think  expedient  to  vilit  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,and  that  Mr.Gal- 
ph  in  or  Mr.  Ray  be  requeded  to  attend  them  hither,  and  that  Con¬ 
grefs  will  defray  the  expences  of  fuch  journey. 

Refolvsdy  That  the  part  of  the  report  refpedcing  the  neutrality 
of  the  indians  be  podponed. 

Re  faked ,  That  the  fum  of  1200  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  com- 
miffioners  appointed  to  audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  army  at 
New- York,  and  in  the  northern  department;  they  to  be  account¬ 
able. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  condderation  of  the  articles  of  war  as  re- 
vifed  by  the  committee  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  farther  condderation  thereof  was  podponed. 

Refolved ,  That  captain  Archibald  Hamilton  be  permitted  to  re- 
fide  at  New- Brunfwick,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  Elifha 
Swift,  &c.  brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Vanderhyden  for  cloathing  fupplied  the  army  in  Ca¬ 
nada,  viz.  Captain  Ten  Eyck’s  company,  £  256:  15:  5;  to 
captain  John  Vilher’s  company,  £  1 88  :  14 :  5  ;  to  captain  John 
Vifgar,  £  34:  6:  6;  to  captain  John  Graim,  £  52:  o:  7;  to 
general  Arnold  for  the  army,  £4:  19:  o;  for  fhoes  purchafed 
by  order  of  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs,  £  21 :  12:  o*  the 
whole  amounting  to  /  595  :  7  :  11,  lawful  money,  equal  to  19S4 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  ninetieths  : 

To  George  Morgan,  Efq;  for  the  balance  of  his  account  for 
fundries  fupplied  for  the  middle  department,  to  be  charged  to  the 
commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  faid  department,  377  dol¬ 
lars,  and  feventy-five  ninetieths: 


To 
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Nt  ^  '°*°*trt  ^rwin  ^or  ^ire  °f  ^0lir  teams  and  their  ferriage  to 
•New-lork,  162  dollars,  and  twenty  ninetieths  : 

lo  Chiiitian  Vogt  for  1  16  meals  fupplied  the  troops  on  their 
tnarc  1  to  New-Jerfey,  7  dollars,  and  thirty-three  ninetieths  ;  and 
that  the  fame  be  paid  to  George  Hufnagel  : 

To  George  Hufnagel  for  666  meals  fupplied  the  troops  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  42  dollars,  and  twenty-five  ninetieths  • 

To  colonel  Jeremiah  Dugan  for  the  balance  of  his  account  for 
fnpplies  to  the  army  in  Canada,  exclufive  of  fundry  articles  for 

wnich  he  has  produced  no  vouchers*  698  dollars,  and  forty-five 
ninetieths: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Jhiguft  20,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Wafhington  with  fundry  pa¬ 
pers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read.  r 

Refolved ,  I  hat  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petition  from  Harduin  Mertkt  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Canada  committee. 

i  he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  Dr. 
Stringer,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confide- 
ration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Morgan  was  appointed  dire&or  general  and 
phyfician  in  chief  of  the  American  hofpital  : 

That  Dr.  Stringer  was  appointed  director  and  phyfician  of  the 
hofpital  in  the  northern  department  only  : 

That  every  dire&orof  a  hofpital  pofTefles  the  exclufive  right  of 
appointing  furgeons  and  hofpital  officers  of  alf  kinds,  agreeable  to1 
the  resolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  17th  of  July  in  his  own  depart¬ 
ment,  unlefs  otherwife  directed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  Dr.  Stringer  be  authorded  to  appoint  a  furgeon  for  the 
fleet  now  fitting  out  upon  the  lakes: 

That  adruggift  be  appointed  in  Philadelphia,  whofe  bufmefs  it 
ffiall  be  to  receive  and  deliver  all  medicines,  inftruments  and  (hop 
furniture  fortlie  benefit  of  the  United  States  : 

That  a  falary  of  30  dollars  a  month  be  paid  to  the  faid  drug  gift 
forhis  labour. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a  druggift,  and  the  bal¬ 
lots  being  taken,  Dr.  William  Smith  was  eledfed. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jofeph  Haight  for  fundry  fupplies  of  provisions  and  wood 
for  the  priloners  at  Burlington,  from  the  10th  June  to  the  r8th 
July  laft,  277  dollars,  and  thirty -lix  ninetieth's :  Ordered , 
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Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  Meafe  and  Caldwell  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read; 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Payne: 

Congrefs  refoived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take 
into  their  farther  confiderstion  the  articles  of  confederation,  and 
after  fome  time  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr-  Morton 
reported  that  the  committee  having  had  under  confidefation  the 
articles  of  confederation,  have  gone  through  the  fame,  and  agreed 
to  fundry  articles,  which  he  was  ordered  to  fubmit  to  Congrefs. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  eighty  copies  of  the  articles  of  confederation  as 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  be  printed  under  the 
fame  injun&ions  as  the  former  articles,  and  delivered  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  under  the  like  inftru&ions  as  formerly. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Hamilton  Young  be  permitted  to  refide  in 
Pennfylvania,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  device  for  a  great  feal  for 
the  United  States,  brought  in  the  fame  with  an  explanation  thereof: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Wafhington  was  read. 

Information  being  given  to  Cohgrefs  that  the  crews  of  fome  of 
the  American  veffels  have  rifen  againft  their  captains,  and  pirati- 
cally  feized  the  veffels,  and  that  one  of  them  being  carried  into 
England,  the  pirates  have  been  publickly  Countenanced,  and  the 
veffel  and  cargo  taken  by  adminiftration  and  fent  to  vi6lual  their 
fleet  and  army  in  America : 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  threfe  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  circumftances  of  the  captures  and  report  thereon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Franklin,  ME  Morris,  and  Mr.  Tef~ 
ferfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

•  1 

Wednesday,  Augitft  21,  1776. 

A  petition  from  Prudehome  la  Juneffe  was  read  and  referred  td 
the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Par- 
fons  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report  which  was  read;  where¬ 
upon, 

Refolved ,  That  Bazil  Bouderot  mentioned  in  the  Paid  memorial 
be  fent  to  the  Hate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  there  delivered  to 
the  council  of  the  laid  date,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
faid  council  to  proceed  againft  the  faid  Bazil  Bouderot  according 
to  the  laws  of  their  ftate  ;  but  if  they  have  no  law  by  which  crimes 
committed  out  of  their  ftate  may  be  tried  within  the  fame,  that 
i  Vol.  II.  S  s  then* 
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public  affa ir,°Se  Kafil  Boud£r0t-  unt;l  the  fituation  of 

the  cL  ;  1,  a<  1  ,  b,UnS  rem°ved  to  Nova-Scotia,  where 

aC™  ?"ed§edt°  haVe  u£en  commi‘tted,  and  there  fubmitted 
to  a  a„  trial,  according  to  the  ancient  law3  of  that  province. 

1  he  committee,  to  whom  part  of  the  report  from  the  committee 
on  fpies  was  re-committed,  having  brought  in*  ,  r 

Was  taken  into  coufideration  ;  whereupon,  a  rcPor  >  tJle  ^me 
Refolved ,  That  all  perfon&not  members’  of  nn,-  ^  n  • 
to  any  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  defcribed  inf  refolutio'n 
of  Congrefs  of  the  34th  of  June  laft,  who  (hall  be  found  lurking 

of  the  Unhedte  f°rt 'fica£i°^8I°r  e"ca™pments  of  the  armief 
•  ‘  United  States,  or  of  any  of  them,  (hall  fuffer  death  accord¬ 

ing  to  the  law  and  ufage  of  nations,  by  fentence  of  a  court  martial 

01  n\ f  3S  fuch  court  martial  dial)  direft. 

r'r0l“i0n  b'  P™”1  **,he  -Ok 

JS&JSSXS&ZX**  “  pm* 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
eoniideration  •  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  cannon  committee  be  direfted  to  contraft  for 
i-  immediate  carting  of  fix  6  pounders,  fix  12  pounders  four  8 

lt,C  I  how‘tz"s»  fouJ  ^  inch  howitzers  and  6  cohorn  mortars,  to  be 
n.ac  e  of  biais,  if  a  fufficient  quantity  of  that  metal  can  be  pro¬ 
cured  11  not,  to  be  cart  of  iron,  and  fent,  as  fcon  as  po(IibleP  to 
general  Gates  for  the  ufe  of  the  northern  army,  and  that  the  faid 
committee  provide  alfo  carnages  and  every  thing  neceffary  to  com- 
pleat  the  faid  artillery  for  fervice:  1 

That  major  general  Ward  be  authorifed  and  requelled,  if  his 
health  will  permit,  to  continue  in  the  command  of  the  forces  in 

fortwTrdel  ^  ^  ^  £ailtrn  deP~<>  ^ 

i  hat  the  cannon  committee  be  authorifed  to  polfefs  themfelves 
Stre-  C°PPer  rald  t0  bC  3t  New’Lo"don,  belonging  to  the  United 

Refolved,  7 hat  colonel  Henry  Knox  be  authorifed  to  draw  upon 
the  pay -mailer  genera]  for  money  fufficient  to  pay  for  any  quantitv 
of  copper  that  can  be  procured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States  * 
be  to  render  an  account  of  the  fums  drawn  for,  and  the  copper 

purchafed.  1 1 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wpfhington  read  vefter- 

day,  and  that  of  the  13th,  with  the  papers  inclofod,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  to  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  was  read. 
Refolved,  l  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revife  the 
rcfolutions  of  Congrefs,  relpcdting  the  place  where  prizes  are  to  be 

carried  into,  and  to  bring  in  luch  farther  rcfolutions  as  to  them 
mail  leem  proper:  ^ 


I; 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  J. 
Adams.  # 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poitponed 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  Augnjl  2 2,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  a  copy 
of  major  Bigelow's  journal,  and  general  Carleton’s  order  of  the 
fourth  of  Auguft;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  16th  from  general  Schuy¬ 
ler,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  inclofed  ,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  a  warrant  for  apprehending 
Thomas  Reed,  Patrick  Ballantine  and  Robert  Gil rp ore,  and  in¬ 
formed  that,  in  confequence  thereof,  a  party  of  light  horfe  have 
brought  the  prifoners  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  are  confined  un¬ 
der  a  guard,  at  the  indian  queen  tavern: 

Refolved ,  That  the  prifoners  be  fent  for  examination  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 

Refolved ,  That  1400  dollars  be  paid  to  Alexander  Tod,  it  being 
in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour,  drawn  by  George  Morgan,  for 
goods  purchafed  for  the  treaty  at  Pittfburg,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  accounts  of  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  colonel  Mark  Bird,  who  has  con  trailed  to  caft 
fannon  for  the  United  States;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Washington  of 
the  1 8th  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  form  of  a  treaty,  and  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  coniideration  the  matter  to  them  re¬ 
ferred,  but  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defiled 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  plan  of  foreign 
treaties. 


A  letter  of  the  18th,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland, 
was  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  2b, 666  dollars  and  two-thirds  be  advanced  to  the 
council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  raifed  for 
$he  flying  camp;  they  to  be  accountable.  A  letter 
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••  '  • 

A  brigadier  general  Lewis;  alfo,  a  letter  from  the 

committee  of  Carl, 'lie,  in  Pennfylvania,  inclofmg  a  memorial  from 

e  o  iceis,  priloners  there,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  board 
ot  war. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Dudley  Saltonftall 
to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Trumbull;  Jonathan  Maltbay,  firfl 
lieutenant,  a"d  -David  Phipps  to  be  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  faid 

T  S  N'  u  ,r  Wl  fo,n  be  firft  lleutenant  of  the  Wafhington,  and 

i™Nj  l  Mt0  bC  feC°nd  I,eutenant  of  ditto;  John  Hodge  to 
command  the  Montgomery  frigate  at  New- York  :  & 

,  eJove  ’  oat  they  be  accepted,  and  commiffions  granted  to 
them  accordingly,  & 

Refilved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to 
major  Nichols  a  number  of  muikets  fufficient  to  arm  the  marines 
under  his  command  in  this  city. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

1  o  Robert  Jewell,  for  a  writing  deik,  ftools,  &c.  for  the  board 
of  war,  the  lum  of  31  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths; 

To  John  Bates,  for  1 20  camp-kettles  delivered  to  deputy  quar¬ 
ter-mailer  general  C.  Biddle,  160  dollars: 

To  John  Bogart,  for  the  expences  of  burying  a  foldier  of  capt. 
Harman’s  company,  and  for  maintenance  and  nurfing  of  him  and 
one  other  foldier  belonging  to  captain  Willet’s  company,  both  of 
the  hril  Pennfylvania  battalion,  19  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths  ; 
and  for  the  expence  of  guards  efcorting  powder,  &c.  5  dollars  and’ 
thirty-one  ninetieths;  both  amounting  to  24  dollars  and  lixty-one 
ninetieths,  and  to  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Burrell : 

To  Ofwald  Eve,  for  furveying  the  inlets  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  May,  by  order  of  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  224  dollars  and 
fifty-five  ninetieths: 

To  Richard  Bache,  Stephen  Pafchall  and  Michael  Hillegas,  for 
fupermtending  the  prefs  from  December  the  13th,  1775,  to  Fe- 
bruai  y  the  3d,  1776,  in  printing  the  fecond  emifiion  of  continen¬ 
tal  bills  of  credit,  and  of  the  ten  thoufand  dollars  ftruck  for  the 
purpofe  of  exchanging  torn  and  ragged  bills,  45  days  each,  at  two 
dollais,  agreeable  to  a  reiolve  of  Congrefs,  2yodollars; 

I  o  James  Budden,  for  hire  of  waggons  and  expences  of  prifon- 
ers,  See.  to  Reading  and  Carlifle,  164  dollars  and  fifty-four  nine* 
tieths  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

I  he  feveral  matters  to  this  dav  referred,  being  poflponed; 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Augufl  23,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2  ift  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofmg  a  copy 

of  a  letter  from  him  to  lord  Howe,  together  with  his  lordfhip’s 
anfwer,  was  read: 

Refolved 4 
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He /hived 9  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  with 
orders  to  publifli  the  general’s  letter  to  lord  Howe,  and  his  lordr 

anfwer.  ,  r  ,  , 

petition  from  William  Holton  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 

marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  James  M‘ Henry  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  Prahl,  gunfmith,  was  read;  praying 
that  the  workmen  in  his  manufa&ory  may  be  exempted  from  going 
to  the  flying  camp,  and  that  two  of  his  workmen,  who  have  en- 
lifted,  may  be  difcharged  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfylvama  and  Connecticut,  to  whom  the 
application  from  the  convention  of  Pennfylyania,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  fettled  under  Connecticut  in  the  town  of  Weftmoreland,  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confldeiation ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  fix  companies,  on  the  continental  eftablifliment, 
be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  polted  along  the  frontiers  of  the 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  parts  adjacent,  till  further  orders 
of  Congrefs: 

That  fuitable  perfons  be  recommended  to  Congrefs,  by  the  con* 
vention  of  Pennfylvania,  for  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  major,  to 
command  the  faid  forces,  and  that  the  faid  convention  appoint  the 
captains  and  fubalterns : 

That  two  companies,  on  the  continental  eflablifhment,  be  raifed 
in  the  town  of  Weftmoreland,  and  ftationed  in  proper  places  for 
the  defence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  and  parts  adjacent, 
till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs  ;  the  conimiflioned  officers  of  the  faid 
two  companies  to  be  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  men  to  be  raifed  as  aforefaid,  commence 
when  they  are  armed  and  muftered,  and  that  they  be  liable  to  ferve 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  when  ordered  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  faid  troops  be  enlifted  to  ferve  during  the  war,  unlefs 
fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  any  number  of  troops  ordered  into  the  fervice  of 
the  continent  by  Maryland,  above  the  quota  of  that  ftate,  be  taken 
into  continental  pay. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Temple  of  Charleftown  in  Maflachufetts* 
Bay,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofeq,  Mr*  Hooper,  Mr,  Heyward,  and  Mr. 
Stone. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  ma¬ 
rine  committee ;  whereupon,  Rejclved , 

«*  -  J  «•  - 
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cred^n^  7  r3t  ^  r?1^ri.ne  committee  be  authorifed  and  impow- 
c  ea  to  purchafe  materials  m  all  fuch  parts  of  America  as  they  may 

cornminp Pet"'  rl  S  ^P3  of  war>  a”d  that  the  faid 

bui!t  nlrip0  |  t0,  Cong,rCfs  a  PIan  of  the  fhips  that  ffiould  be 
Duilt  in  addition  to  the  prelent  navy  r 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o  clock  on  Monday.  ”  ^  ^ 

Monday,  jduguji  2 6,  1776.  ' 

witT’Vnnd!611"5  °f.th,eA2d  and  23d  from  general  Waffiington 
'  f  "d  y  PaPers  mclofed  ;  a  letter  from  William  Finnie,  depu¬ 
ty  quarter  mailer  general  of  the  fouthern  department,  were  read, 

and  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  * 

famp  ]fter,Lf  the.,,8tlJ.  from  SeneraI  Schuyler  was  read,  and  the 
me,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with  the  in- 

lans  at  the  German  Flats,  were  referred  to  the  Handing  committee 

A  letter  from  William  Coxe  and  others,  owners  of  three  priva- 

eers  tting  out  in  Philadelphia,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine  committee. 

A  petition  from  George  Meafam  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  or  war. 


Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleaion  of  fundry  officers, nwhen  To- 
n  at  a  an  Dayton  was  defted  regimental  paymailer  of  colonel  Day- 
ton  s  battalion.  .  Robert  Durkee  and  Samuel  Ranfom,  captains  of 
the  two  companies  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town  of  Wettmore- 
land.  James  Wellis  and  Peril,  Rofs,  firll  lieutenants.  Alhael 
Ruck  and  Simon  Spalding,  fecond  lieutenants;  and  Heman  Swift 
and  Mathew  Hollomback,  enligns  of  the  faid  companies. 

On  application  from  the  convention  of  the  Hate  of  Pennfylvania 

Refihed,  That  100,000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  faid  convention  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  council  of  fafety 
the  faid  hate  to  be  accountable.  1  * 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&cd  to  fend  to  cap¬ 
tain  Durkee,  200  lb.  of  powder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity 
of  lead  for  the  ufe  of  the  two  Weftmoreland  companies. 

Rcfelved,  I  hat  an  order  for  500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Philip  Schuyler,  in  full  for  500  lb.  of 

powder  purchafcd  on  the  eaftern  fhorc,  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  forces. 

Refolvcdy  1  nat  the  prefident  be  impowered  to  give  orders  for 
the  payment  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurers  of  North-Carolina 
for  the  ufe  oi  the  continental  forces  in  that  hate. 

On  application  of  the  parties, 

Refolved,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  appeal  a- 
gairdl  the  verdift  and  judgment  pahed  upon  the  fchooner  Thiffle 
be  farther  pokponed  to  Monday  the  9th  of  September  next. 

A  petition 
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A  petition  from  fundry  paper-makers  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read,  praying  that  Nathan  Sellers  an  aflociator  in  colonel IPaf- 
chall’s  battalion,  may  be  ordered  back  from  New- Jerfey,  to  make 
and  prepare  moulds,  wafhers  and  utenfils  for  carrying  on  the  pa¬ 
per  manufactory  : 

Refolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Congrels  refumed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  difabled  fol* 
diers  and  feamen,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  fome  commifiioned 
and  non -commifiioned  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  alfo  ori- 
vate  foldiers, marines  and  feamen,  may  lofe  a  limb,  or  be  otherwife 
fo  difabled  as  to  prevent  their  ferving  in  the  army  or  navy,  or 
getting  their  livelihood,  and  may  Hand  in  need  of  relief : 

Rtfolved ,  That  every  commifiioned  officer,  non-commiffioned 
officer  and  private  foldier,  who  fhall  lofe  a  limb  in  any  engage¬ 
ment,  or  be  fo  difabled  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of  A- 
merica,  as  to  render  him  incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  fhall  receive  during  his  life  or  the  continuance  of  fuch  difa- 
bility,  the  one  half  of  his  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time 
that  his  pay  as  an  officer  or  foldier  ceafes  ;  to  be  paid  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  as  hereafter  mentioned  : 

That  every  commander  of  any  fhip  of  war  or  armed  vefiel,  com- 
4niflioned  officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  who  fhall  lofe  a  limb  in  any  en¬ 
gagement  in  which  no  prize  fit  all  be  taken,,  or  be  therein  others 
wife  fo  difabled  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  getting  alivelihood, 
fhall  receive,  during  his  life  or  the  continuance  of  fuch  difability* 
the  one  half  of  his  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time  that  his 
pay  as  an  officer  or  marine, or  feaman,  ceafes;  lo  be  paid  as  hereaf¬ 
ter  mentioned.  But  in  cafe  a  prize  fhall  be  taken  at  the  time  fuch 
lofs  of  limb  or  other  difability  fhall  happen,  then  fuch  fum,  as  he 
may  receive  out  of  the  net  profits  of  fuch  prize,  before  a  dividend 
is  made  of  the  fame,  agreeable  to  former  orders  of  Congrefs,  (hall 
be  confiderecf  as  part  of  his  half  pay,  and  computed  accordingly  ; 

That  every  commifiioned  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  and 
private  foldier  in  the  army,  and  every  commander,  commiffion  of¬ 
ficer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  of  any  of  the  fhips  of  war 
or  armed  vefiels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
fhall  be  wounded  in  any  engagement  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable 
of  ferving  in  the  army  or  navy,  though  not  totally  difabled  from 
getting  a  livelihood,  fhall  receive  fuch  monthly  fum  as  fhall  be 
judged  adequate  by  the  afiembly  or  other  reprefentative  body  of 
the  ftate  where  he  belongs  or  refides,  upon  application  to  them  for 
that  purpofe,  provided  the  fame  doth  not  exceed  his  half  pay. 

Provided  that  no  commifiioned  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer, 
and  private  foldier  in  the  army,  commander,  commiffion  officer; 
warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  of  any  of  the  fhips  of  war  or 

armed 
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armed  vefTels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  whd 
fh  all  be  wounded  or  diiabled  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  entitled  to  his 
halt  pay  or  other  allowance,  unlefs  he  produce  to  the  committee 
or  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  fame  in  the  Hate  where  he  re* 
tides  or  belongs,  or  to  the  afiembly  or  legiflative  body  of  fuch 
Hate,  a  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer,  who  was  in  the 
lame  engagement  m  which  he  was  fo  wounded,  or  in  cafe  of  his 
death,  bom  fomc  other  officer  of  the  fame  corps,  and  the  furgeort 
that  attended  him,  ora  certificate  from  the  commander  of  the  fh  ip 
of  wai  or  aimed  veflel  engaged  in  the  adlion  in  which  any  officer, 
maiine  or  feaman  received  his  wound,  and  from  the  furgeon  who 
attended  him,  of  the  name  of  the  perfon  fo  wounded,  his  office, 
rank,  department,  regiment,  company,  fhip  of  war,  or  armed 
veilel  to  which  he  belonged,  his  office  or  rank  therein,  the  nature 
of  his  wound,  and  in  what  adhon  or  engagement  he  received  it  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies  or  legiflative 
bodies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  appoint  fome  perlon 
or  pei  Tons  in  their  refpedlive  ltates,  who  fhall  receive  and  examine 
all  fuch  cei  tificates,  as  may  be  pfefented  to  them  and  regifler  the 
fame  in  a  book,  and  alio  what  fupport  is  adjudged  by  the  affem- 
bly  or  legiflative  body  of  their  flate  to  thofe,  whofe  cafe  requires 
but  a  partial  fupport,  and  alfo  of  the  payment  from  time  to  time 
of  every  half  pay  and  other  allowance,  and  of  the  death  of  fuch 
di fabled  perion,  or  ceafing  of  fuch  allowance,  and  fhall  make  a 
fair  and  regular  report  of  the  fame  quarterly  to  the  fecretary  of 
Congrefs  or  board  of  war,  where  a  feparate  record  fhall  be  kept 
of  the  fame : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  or  legiflative  bodies 
of  the  feveral  Hates,  to  caufe  payment  to  be  made  of  all  fuch  half 
pay  or  other  allowances  as  fhall  be  adjudged  due  to  the  perfons  a- 
forenamed,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Provided  that  all  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  that  may  be  entitled 
to  the  aforefaid  peniion,  and  are  found  to  be  capable  of  doing 
guard  or  garrifon  duty,  Hiall  be  formed  into  a  corps  of  invalids, 
and  fubjeft  to  the  faid  duty  ;  and  all  officers,  marines  and  feamen 
of  the  navy  who  fhall  be  entitled  to  the  penfion  aforefaid,  and  Hiall 
be  found  capable  of  doing  any  duty  on  board  the  navy  or  any  de~ 
partment  thereof,  fhall  be  liable  to  be  fo  employed  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  publifhed. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  Dr.  M‘Henry’$  petition  wa$ 
referred,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved ,  That  Congrefs  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  merit  and 
fervices  of  Dr.  M‘ Henry,  and  recommend  it  to  the  directors  of  the 
different  hofpitals  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  appoint  Dr. 
M‘ Henry  to  the  firH  vacancy,  that  Hiall  happen,  of  a  furgeon’a 
birth  in  any  of  the  faid  hofpitals. 
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A  letter  of  the  22d,  from  colonel  James  Wilfon,  was  read,  and 
deferred  to  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuksday,  Augiifl2hj,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d,  from  general  Mercer,  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  board  bf  war. 

A  petition  from  Pelatiah  Webfter  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read;  praying  leave  to  fell  the  floop  Betfy,  belonging  to  Abiel 
Wood  of  PownalborOugh,  in  the  province  of  Maine;  from  felling 
of  which  he  is  reftrained  by  the  committee  of  infpedtion  of  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on  account  of  exceptions  taken  to  the 
political  character  of  the  owner;  whereupon, 

Refolded ,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  fell  the  faid  floop;  the 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  aftem- 
bly  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay,  and  by  them  difpofed  of  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  other  eftate  of  the  owner. 

Refolved ,  That  Zebulon  Butler,  Efq;  be  appointed  to  fupply 
the  two  companies,  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town  of  Weftmore- 
land,  with  provilions,  and  that  he  be  allowed  therefor,  at  the  rate 
of  one-twelfth  part  of  a  dollar  per  ration,  until  farther  order  of 
Congrefs. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conhderation ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflature  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Virginia,  to  provide  cloathing  for  the  continental 
troops  raifed  in  that  ftate  ;  the  expence  of  the  faid  cloathing  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  continental  military  cheft  for  the  fouthern  depart  - 
ment,  and  deduced  out  of  the  fcldiers  pay: 

That  Mr.  Meafam  who  petitions  to  be  provided  for  on  the  fcore 
of  his  having  lerved  in  Canada,  and  alfo  defires  payment  of  an  ac¬ 
count  againll  the  continent,  be  referred  to  the  treafury  board  for  a 
fettlement  of  his  account. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfied  to  deliver  to  the 
Maryland  troops  fuch  arms  as  are  in  their  poffefiion,  belonging  to 
the  continent,  and  not  already  appropriated;  the  ftate  of  Mary¬ 
land  to  be  accountable  for  fuch  arms  delivered  to  their  troops. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Wilfon  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conhderaf ion  ; 
whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Congrefs  proceeding  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  inviting,  from  the  fervice  of  his  Britannic  majefly,  fuch  v'- 

foreigners  as  are  engaged  therein,  and  expecting  that,  among  the 
officers  having  command  in  the  faid  foreign  corps,  there  may  be 
many  of  liberal  minds,  pofTefling  juft  fentiments  of  the  rights  of 
human  nature,  and  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  freedom,  who  may 
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be  prompted  to  renounce  fo  difhonourable  a  fervice  by  the  feelings 
of  humanity  and  a  juft  indignation  at  the  office,  to  which  they  are 
devoted  by  an  infamous  contract  between  two  arbitrary  fovereigns, 
and  at  tne  infult  offered  them,  by  compelling  them  to  wage  war 
againft  an  innocent  people,  who  never  offended  them,  nor  the  na¬ 
tion  to  which  they  belong,  but  are  only  contending  for  their  juft 
rights;  and  willing  to  tender  to  them  alfo,  as  they  had  before  done 
to  the  foldiers  of  their  corps,  a  participation  of  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  liberty,  property  and  mild  government : 

hejolved ,  i  hat  this  Congrefs  will  give  to  all  fuch  of  the  faid  fo¬ 
reign  officers,  as  fhall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty  in 
America,  and  chufe  to  become  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  unappro¬ 
priated  lands  in  the  following  quantities  and  proportions,  to  them 
and  their  heirs  in  abfolute  dominion;  to  a  colonel,  icoo  acres;  to 
a  lieutenant  colonel,  800  acres;  to  a  major,  600  acres ;  to  a  captain, 
400  acres ;  to  a  lieutenant,  300  acres;  to  an  enfign,  200  acres;  to 
every  non-commiffioned,  100  acres,  and  to  every  other  officer  or 
perfon  employed  in  the  faid  foreign  corps,  and  whofe  office  or  em¬ 
ployment  is  not  here  fpecifically  named,  in  the  like  proportion  to 
their  rank  or  pay  in  the  faid  corps;  and  moreover,  that  where  any 
officers  fhall  bring  with  them  a  number  of  the  faid  foreign  foldiers, 
this  Congrefs,  befidcs  the  lands  before  promifed  to  the  faid  officers 
and  foldiers,  will  give  to  fuch  officers  further  rewards  proportioned 
to  the  numbers  they  fhall  bring  over,  and  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
their  wants.  Provided,  that  fuch  foreign  officers  or  fokiiers  fhall 
come  over  from  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  before  thefe 
offers  fhall  be  recalled. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  agrees  to  the  proposition  from 
general  Howe,  that,  in  exchange  of  prifoners,  the  choice  fhall  be 
made  by  the  refpe&ive  commanders  for  their  own  officers  and  men ; 
provided  the  refpedftive  commanders  fhall  alfo  have  a  right  to  make 
choice  what  citizens  fhall  be  given  in  exchange  by  the  other. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  conlideration  the  plan  of  foreign  treaties,  and  after  fome  time, 
the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  gone  through  the  fame,  and  made  fundry  amend¬ 
ments  therein. 

Refolved ,  That  the  plan  of  treaties,  with  the  amendments,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  original  plan,  in 
order  to  draw  up  inftrudfions  purfuant  to  the  amendments  made 
by  the  committee  of  the  whole  : 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  petition  from  the  deputy  commiffary  general  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Sundry  members  of  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  jour¬ 
nals,  and  fuperinteiid  the  printing  thereof,  being  abfent : 

Refolved \ 
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Refolved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committeej 

and  that  any  two  be  a  quorum :  M  . 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  Hoopei,  Mr.  Wil¬ 


liams  and  Mr.  Walton.  .  „  , 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poitponed 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  Auguft  28,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  a  copy 
pf  a  letter  to  him  from  lord  Drummond;  alio  a  letter  of  the  27th, 
from  captain  Wade,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  captain  Wade  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  they  be  dire6led  to  fend  him  100  dol¬ 
lars;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Bankfon,  and  one  from  Jean  Langeay, 

were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  500,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  marine  committee,  who  are  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea¬ 
furer,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpofe  of 
purchafing  rifles  for  the  troops  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence 
of  that  ftate,  and  for  defraying  the  expences  of  their  march  to 
Georgia ;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure 
thereof. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that  one  of  the  Virginia  battalions 
was  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  and  that  they  intend  to  pafs 
through  York-town  and  Philadelphia: 

Refolved ,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  faid  battalion  be 
directed  to  march  from  York-town,  by  the  neareft  route,  to  New- 
Jerfey;  there  to  be  fubjedf  to  the  orders  of  general  Wafhington. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Jofeph  Greenway 
to  be  third  lieutenant  on  board  the  Delaware  frigate  commanded, 
by  Charles  Alexander,  Efq; 

Refolved ,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  comipiflion  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Fowler  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Handing  committee  for  indian  affairs. 

Rejolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  dire&ed  to  lend  ten 
bolts  of  light  duck  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  life  of 
the  troops  from  that  ftate ;  provided  the  fame  can  be  done  without 
prejudicing  the  n>arine  fervice. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  312  dollars  and  twenty-four  nineti¬ 
eths  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  medical  committee; 
the  fame  being  for  a  box  of  rhubarb  bought  by  them  of  Pelatiah 
Webfter. 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  produced  new  credentials  of  their  ap¬ 
pointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows:  “  Virginia^ 
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VfRCHNJA,  fct.  In  Convention,  Thurfday,  June  20,  1776, 
1  he  convention  proceeded  according  to  the  order  of  the  day. 
to  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  General 
Congrels,  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  and  put  the 
fame  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Treafurer,  Mr.  George  Mafon, 
Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Holt  and  Mr.  Henry  Tazewell,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  fame,  and  report  upon  whom  the  majo¬ 
rity  falls  ;  and  it  appealing  from  the  report  of  the  committee,  that 
the  majority  was  in  favour  of  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Nelfon, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferfon  and  Francis  Lightfoot 
Lee,  Efqrs;  Refolved  therefore,  that  the  faid  George  Wythe, 
T.  ho  mas  Nelfon,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Tnomas  Jefferfon  and 
Fiancis  Rightloot  Lee,  Elqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appoint¬ 
ed  delegates,  to  leprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs  for  one 
year,  from  the  1  ith  of  Auguflt  next. 

^  Rcfodved,  I  hat  any  three  of  the  faid  delegates  be  a  fufficient 
number  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  faid  general  Congrefs. 

A  copy.  .  John  Tazewell,  Clk.  Conv.” 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Meafe  and  Caldwell 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi¬ 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  500  lb.  of  gunpowder  be  delivered  to  the  faid 
Me<rne  and  Caldwell,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  deerfkins  to 
make  breeches  for  the  foldiery  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  fall  upon  proper  ways 
and  means  of  procuring  a  further  fupply  of  deer  fkins  for  the  like 
purpofe  from  Georgia  and  South-Carolina. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Harriot 
Temple  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  1  hat  upon  the  faid  Harriot’s  producing  to  the  quarter 
mailer  general  an  account  of  the  trees  which  were  cut  down  upon 
the  farm  of  Robert  Temple,  Efq;  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying 
the  continental  army  with  wood  for  firing,  or  for  the  purpofes  of 
fortifications,  fo  far  as  from  the  nature  of  the  circumftances  fuch 
deftrudtion  can  be  afcertained  by  her,  the  quarter  mailer  general 
of  the  continental  army  fiiall  make  her  a  juft  comper.fation  for  the 
fame,  in  fuch  manner  as  other  perfons  have  been  paid  who  have 
lupphed  the  army  with  wood  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  the  quarter- 
mailer  general  in  his  accounts  lhall  be  allowed  for  the  fame  by  this 
Congrefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
for  enquiring  into,  and  rectifying  the  defeats  in  the  powder  manu” 
fadlured  for  the  United  States  ;  and  thereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  there  be  an  infpedlor  or  infpedlors  fufficiently 
qualified  to  judge  the  goodncfs  of  gunpowder,  who  lhall  examine 
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every  calk  of  gunpowder  manufactured,  or  to  be  purchafed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  United  States,  by  the  moil  approved  method  of  af- 
certaining  the  quality  of  gunpowder,  the  faid  infpeCtor  or  infpec- 
tors  to  receive  one  eighth  part  of  a  dollar  for  every  hundred 
weight  of  powder  he  or  they  Ihall  fo  examine  : 

That  no  gunpowder  be  received  into  the  public  magazine  for  the 
life  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  delivered  from  the  pow¬ 
der  mills  for  that  purpofe,  but  fuch  as  has  been  approved  of  by  the 
public  infpeCtor,  as  to  its  quicknefs  in  firing,  ftrength,  drynefs 
and  other  necelfary  qualities  : 

That  the  infpeCtor  mark  each  calk  approved,  with  the  letters 
U.  S.  A*  and  fuch  other  marks  as  are  qeeelfary  to  dillinguiih  the 
feveral  forts  of  gunpowder  : 

That  every  maker  of  gunpowder  mark  every  cade  in  which  he 
ihall  pack  his  gunpowder,  with  the  firll  letters  of  his  name  : 

That  gunpowder  be  put  into  no  calks  but  fuch  as  are  well  fea- 
foned  and  dry  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legifiatures  of  the  feveral  Hates 
of  America,  to  caufe  fuitable  infpeCtors  to  be  appointed  to  exa¬ 
mine  and  determine  the  quality  of  all  gunpowder  manufactured 
within  their  jurifdiCtion,  and  that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  vend  a- 
ny  gunpowder  manufactured  in  any  of  the  Hates  of  America,  un- 
lefs  the  fame  in  the  judgment  of  fuch  infpeCtor  Ihall  be  of  fuffi- 
cient  quality  ;  and  to  make  fuch  laws  for  executing  this,  or  any  o- 
ther  regulations  for  promoting  the  manufacture  of  good  gunpow¬ 
der  as  to  them  may  feem  molt  convenient. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eleCton  of  an  infpeCtor  of  gun¬ 
powder,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Rqber  Towers  was  chofen. 

Refolved ,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymalter  general 
at  New-York : 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  duguft  29,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  from  R.  H.  Harrifon  the  general’s  fecreta- 
ry,  and  one  of  the  28th  from  general  Mercer,  both  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  an  aCtion  on  Long-Ifland  op  the  27th,  were  read  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  paymalter 
general  for  the  flying  camp,  wasalfo  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer  in  favour  of  Guftavus  Rilberg,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Dallam  : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Dallam  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

It 
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It  being  reprefented  by  Dr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  late  commif- 
jion ers  to  Canada,  that  monfieur  Bernard  Moufac  de  la  Marquifie 
had  a  commiffion  given  to  him  by  the  faid  commiffioners,  to  be  a 
captain  and  engineer  in  one  of  the  regiments  to  be  railed  there, 
and  that  he  loit  his  commiffion  with  his  baggage  at  Chamblee  •  it 
was  thereupon,  00  &  9 

Refolded ,  That  a  new  commiffion  be  granted  to  him. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  lord  Stirling  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  cannon  committee. 

1  he  marine  committee  having  recommended  Alpheus  Rice  to 
be  hr  ft  lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  brig  HanJen, — 
ded  by  Hoyfted  Hacker,  Efq; 

.  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  commiffion  granted  to 

him  accordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  claims  of  Canadians, 
who  have  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent ;  reported, 

i  hat  Samuel  Morrifon  who  appears  by  the  certificates  of  lieute¬ 
nant-colonels  Williams  and  Brown  to  have  been  at  the  fiege  of 
Quebec  two  months  and  fix  days,  and  to  have  rendered  effential 
ici  vice  in  feveral  capacities,  apd  had  been  promifed  a  commiffion 
of  captain,  which  he  never  received,  be  allowed  the  fum  of  40  dol¬ 
lars  in  full  for  his  faid  fervices  : 

That  the  petition  of  Hardouen  Merlet  for  a  penfion,  in  confide- 
ration  of  his  fervices,  not  being  fupported  by  any  certificate,  a 
voucher  relating  to  fuch  fervices,  no  allowance  can,  at  prefent 
properly  be  made  to  him  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Francis  Bourignon  the  fum  of  45  dollars 
and  one  third,  due  to  him  for  his  fervice  as  a  private  three  months, 
and  as  a  ferjeant  four  months  in  colonel  Hazen’s  and  colonel 
Brown’s  regiments  : 

The  faid  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Lee  at  Charleftown  with  an  in¬ 
tercepted  letter  inclofed,  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dire&ed  to  provide  proper 
cloathing  for  the  German  battalion,  and  alfo  for  the  two  Virginia 
battalions  on  their  march  to  New  York,  the  coft  of  which  cloath¬ 
ing  to  be  deduced  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men  by  ftoppages. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  provide 
proper  arms  for  the  German  battalion,  and  in  cafe  they  cannot 
otherways  provide  arms,  that  they  be  impowered  to  apply  to  this 
purpofe  thofe  ordered  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  marines  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  James 
Meafe,  the  bale  of  cloths  in  their  pofleffion  for  the  public  fervice, 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  import  the  medicines 
ordered  by  the  medical  committee. 
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The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jofeph  Sheerer,  for  account  of  captain  Cowden,  for  608 
rations  due  to  his  company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their  march 
from  Lancafter  county  on  their  way  to  New-Jerfey,  54  dollars  and 
four  ninetieths : 

To  Jofeph  Sheerer,  for  account  of  captain  James  Murray,  for 
700  rations  due  to  his  company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their 
march  from  Lancafter  county  on  their  way  to  Ncw-Jerfey,  61 
dollars  and  twenty  ninetieths  : 

To  Richard  Chiney,  for  13 11  meals  fupplied  the  militia,  on 
their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  122  dollars  and  iixty-fix  ninetieths: 

To  David  Jones,  for  his  pay  as  chaplain  to  the  third  and  fourth 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  from  the  13th  of  June  to  the  29th  of 
Auguft  inclufive,  84  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths : 

To  Jofiah  Fiffenden,  for  fervices  as  an  exprefs,  including  horfe- 
hire  and  travelling  expences,  89  dollars: 

Ordered ,  That  the  laid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  George  Meafam,  Efq;  be  continued  in  the  office 
of  fuperintendant  commiffary  of  ftores,  except  artillery  (lores,  for 
the  northern  army,  with  the  pay  of  33  dollars  and  one-third  per 
month. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  of  regulating  the  poft-office,  and  of  eftabliftiing  advice 
boats  between  the  fouthern  colonies  and  Philadelphia,  To  as  to 
facilitate  and  expedite  the  conveying  intelligence  from  one  part  oF 
the  continent  to  another  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr. 
Morris. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  inclofed  in  that  of  general  Lee’s  of  the 
2d,  and  which  was  found  on  Long-Ifland  in  South-Carolina,  be' 
publifhed. 

A  letter  from  Motif.  Le  Chevalier  Saurelle  was  read,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  the  plan  of  treaties, 
with  the  amendments,  was  re-committed,  be  impowered  to  pre¬ 
pare  fuch  farther  inftrudtions  as  to  them  fhall  feem  proper,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Auguft  30,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the 
2 2d  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letterfrom  governor  Trumbull  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury.  j 

Refolved \ 
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Refolved ,  That  the  duck,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Green  at  Rh6de- 
Xlland,  be  made  up  into  tents,  and  forwarded,  with  all  pofiible 
expedition,  to  general  Washington. 

Refolved >  T.  hat  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  all  the 
linen,  in  this  city,  Suitable  for  tents,  and  have  the  fame  made  up 
as  foon  as  pofiible,  and  report  to  Congrefs  immediately  the  quan¬ 
tity  that  can  be  procured. 

A  memorial  from  David  White,  of  the  county  of  Summerfet  in 
New-Jerfey,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  from  the  date  of  fads  in  the  faid  memorial,  Con¬ 
grefs  have  no  obje&ion  to  Mr.  White’s  being  excufed  from  bearing 
arms,  but  remit  the  fame  to  the  afiembly  of  New-Jerfey,  to  whom 
the  enquiry  and  determination  properly  belong. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kofciufko  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war: 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
governor  Trumbull’s  letter  of  the  19th  of  July,  and  after  debate, 
the  report  was  re-committed  for  the  purpofe  of  ftatirig  the  fads  and 
circumftances,  which  induced  governor  Trumbull  to  flop  the  vef- 
fels  going  out  of  the  found. 

The  committee  for  regulating  the  poft-ofiice,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  communication  of  intelligence  with  frequency 
and  difpatch,  from  one  part  to  another  of  this  extenfive  continent, 
is  efientially  requilite  to  its  Safety;  that  therefore,  there  be  em¬ 
ployed,  on  the  public  pod-roads,  a  rider  for  every  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles,  whofe  bufinefs  it  (hall  be  to  proceed  through  his  ftage 
three  times  in  every  week,  fetting  out  immediately  on  receipt  of  the 
mail,  and  travelling  with  the  fame,  by  night  and  by  day,  without 
flopping,  until  he  (hall  have  delivered  it  to  the  next  rider;  and  that 
the  poft-mafier  general  be  defired,  cither  by  the  ufe  of  way-bills, 
or  by  Such  other  means  as  he  (hall  find  mod  efficacious,  to  prevent 
delays  in  the  riders,  or  to  difeover  where  they  happen,  that  Such 
dilatory  riders  may  be  difeharged. 

And  as  it  is  requifite  that  the  deputy  poft-mafiers  fhould  attend 
with  punctuality  at  their  Several  offices  for  the  receipt  and  delivery 
of  letters  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afiemblies  and  conven¬ 
tions  of  thefe  flates,  to  coniider  how  far  it  may  be  conliftent  with 
the  policy  and  the  good  of  their  refpe&ive  flates,  to  excufe  fuch 
deputy  pofi-maflers  from  thole  public  duties,  which  may  call  them 
from  attendance  at  their  offices,  and  to  proceed  therein  as  to  their 
wifdom  Shall  Seem  bed. 

Refolved ,  That  three  advice-boats  be  eftablilhed  ;  one  to  ply  be¬ 
tween  the  ftate  of  Nortli-Carolina  and  fuch  port  as  fliall  be  mod 
convenient  to  the  place  at  which  the  Congrefs  Shall  be  fitting;  one 
other  between  the  date  of  South-Carolina  and  the  faid  port,  and 

one 
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one  other  between  the  ftate  of  Georgia  and  the  fame  port  5  that 
fuch  advice-boats  be  armed  and  put  under  the  diredion  of  the  fe- 
cret  committee,  who  are  impowered  to  freight  them  with  luch 
merchandizes  or  commodities  as,  without  retarding  their  paffage, 
may,  together  with  the  ufual  poflage  on  letters,  and  other  papers 
tranfmitted  by  them,  contribute  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  laid 
boats. 

The  convention  of  New-York  having  reprefented  that,  for  want 
ofblackfmiths,  they  are  greatly  delayed  in  obflru&ing  the  paffage 
of  Hudfon’s  river,  in  the  highlands,  which  is  an  objedl  of  great 
importance: 

Refilved ,  That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  impowered  to 
employ,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  blackfmiths  that  are  now 
engaged  in  building  the  continental  frigates  at  Poughkepfie. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Bell  and  com™ 
pany  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
coniideration ;  whereupon, 

Refilved ,  That  it  be  recommended*  to  governor  Trumbull  to 
permit  the  floop  Freemafon,  Epaphros  Mygat,  mailer,  with  her 
cargo,  belonging  to  the  petitioners,  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  to 
the  iiland  of  St.  Euftatia,  fo  foon  as  the  faid  mailer  (hall  judge  Ihe 
may  fail,  without  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  on  the  coail. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  claims  of  fundry 
Canadians,  report,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Andrew  Pepin,  for  two  months  fervices  as  a  captain,  and 
fix  months  fervices  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  rations  during 
the  time  of  his  faid  fervices,  201  dollars  and  one-third: 

To  James  Pillieur,  for  five  months  fervices  as  a  private,  and 
three  months  fervices  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  one  ration  a 
day,  during  the  faid  three  months,  99  dollars  and  one-third: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon  and  horfe-hire,  carrying  mo¬ 
ney  to  New-York,  eicorted  by  Mr.  Fullerton  and  others,  the  fum 
of  28  dollars  and  four  ninetieths: 

To  John  Bates,  for  150  camp  kettles  delivered  to  Clement  Bid- 
die,  deputy  quarter-mailer  general,  200  dollars: 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  exprefies  to  Albany,  New-York, 
Boflon,  Burlington,  &c.  between  the  nth  of  May  and  13th  of 
Auguft,  1776,  and  for  keeping  a  continental  horfe,  the  fum  of 
537  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

To  captain  John  Thacher,  for  the  pay  of  his  independant  com¬ 
pany,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  at  New-York,  under 
general  Lee,  405  dollars  and  nine  ninetieths; 

To  George  Haas,  for  conveying  money  to  Albany,  2  I  days,  at 
2  dollars,  and  expences  of  himfelf,  horfe-hire  and  ferriages,  ico 
dollars  and  feventy-one  ninetieths,  and  for  carriage  of  captain 
Vol.  II.  U  11  Gamble’s 


I  , 
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Gambles  baggage  from  Philadelphia  to  Reading,  16  dollars;  the 
whole  1 16  dollars  and  leventy-one  ninetieths: 

lo  Robert  Jewell,  333  dollars  and  fixty-two  ninetieths,  viz.  for 
his  account  for  entertaining  prifoners  in  gaol,  from  the  23d  of  July 
to  the  20th  of  Augult  inclufive,  234  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths; 
for  his  account  for  entertaining  ten  deferters,  from  the  23d  of  July 
to  the  20th  of  Augult,  42  dollars  and  eighty-five  ninetieths,  and 
his  account  for  making  three  pine  tables,  two  pine  defies,  a  book- 

cafe,  fign-board,  «Scc.  for  treafury  board,  61  dollars  and  iixty-nine 
ninetieths : 

To  William  Clayton,  for  303  meals  of  victuals  fupplied  the  mi¬ 
litia  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  30  dollars  and  twenty-feven 
ninetieths : 

/  *  -  ;  1 

To  Thomas  Chee  iman,  for  carriage  of  32CWL  1  lb.  3qrs.  falt- 
petre,  from  Egg-harbour  to  Cooper’s  ferry,  oppofite  to  Philadel- 
Ph  ia,  22  dollars  and  fifty-two  ninetieths: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

i  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Augujl  31,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  25th,  from  major  general  Schuyler  at  Albany, 
was  laid  before  Conerefs  and  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  September  2,  177 6. 

A  letter  of  the  3  ill  of  Augufl,  from  general  Wafhington,  in- 
clofing  the  determination  of  a  council  of  war,  and  the  reafons  for 
quitting  Long-ifland,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling: 

Alio,  one  of  the  23d  from  general  Gates,  with  fundry  papers 
inclofed  ;  one  from  fundry  field  officers  in  the  army  at  Ticonde- 
roga,  dated  the  19th  of  Augufl,  with  the  proceedings  between  a 
court  martial  and  brigadier  general  Arnold: 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  23d  from  captain  John  Nelfon,  and  one 
from  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun.  deputy  pay-mafler  general,  with 
his  weekly  account,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Cong  refs  being  informed,  that  general  Sullivan  was  come  to 
Philadelphia,  with  a  delign  to  communicate  a  meffage  from  lord 
Howe : 

Ordered ,  That  he  be  admitted  and  heard  before  Congrefs. 

A  petition  from  Michael  Fitzgerald;  one  from  John  Weitzel, 
and  one  from  James  Paul  Govert,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Diclhery  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

A  letter  from  William  Baufman,  ofLancafler,  was  read;  where¬ 
upon,  Refolded , 
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Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  1333  dollars  and  one-third  be  drawn 
on  the  trealurer,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  expence  of  the  barracks  ordered  to  be  built  in  that 
borough;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  4577  dollars  and  llxty-three  nine¬ 
tieths  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  Jn  favour  of  Francis  Lewis,  Elq; 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  deputy  pay- 
malter  general ;  the  fame  being  for  fo  much  paid  by  Mr.  Lewis’s 
order  to  the  faid  J.  Trumbull. 

A  memorial  from  Francis  Guillot  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  for 
afcertaining  the  value  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  gold  and  fiver  coins 
current  in  thefe  Hates,  and  the  proportion  they  and  each  of  them 
ought  to  bear  to  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  1 H  and  2d  Virginia  battalion 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  J.  Meafe,  for  the  public  fervice;  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

General  Sullivan  being  admitted,  delivered  a  verbal  meffage  he 
had  in  charge  from  lord  Howe,  which  he  was  ddired  to  reduce  to 

O  7 

writing,  and  then  withdrew. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  120,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Rhode- liland,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  that  Hate,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Donald  M'Donald,  who  was  fent 
to  this  city  from  North-Carolina,  is  confidered  by  lord  Howe  as  a 
brigadier  general  in  the  fervice  of  his  Britannic  majefty : 

Refolved ,  That  he  be  admitted  to  his  parole,  and  liberated  upon 
figning  the  form  prefcribed  by  Congrefs. 

A  petition  from  Anthony  Mofengill  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  affembly  of  the  Hate  of  New-Jerfey. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direCted  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  plan  of  military  operations  for  the  next  campaign. 

Refolved ,  That  the  continental  agents  be  impowered  to  infpeCt 
or  appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  or  perfons,  to  infpeCt  all  gunpow¬ 
der  manufactured  or  purchafed  in  or  imported  into  the  respec¬ 
tive  Hates,  wherein  they  relide,  on  account  of  the  United  States; 
except  in  thofe  Hates  where  an  infpeCtor  is  appointed  by  Congr  efs. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafler,  for  the  hire  of  waggons 
going  to  Egg-harbour  for  powder,  viz.  Adam  Weaver,  Jofeph 
Champeney,  Michael  Groflman,  Ifrael  Fry,  Jacob  Hindman  and 
George  Rafer,  one  trip  each,  and  David  Boxe,  William  Park 

and 


/'  e^ancler  Miller,  two  trips  each,  making  twelve  trips,  al- 
oxving  live  days  to  each,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  240  dollars: 

-  o  captain  James  Sterling,  664  dollars  and  fourteen  ninetieths, 
■>eing  the  balance  oi  his  account  for  the  expence  of  a  guard  ap¬ 
pointed  to  convey  a  number  of  Britifh  prifoners  from  Burlington 
to  Lancaster,  and  Frederick  county  in  Maryland,  with  waggon 
and  horfe-hirc  amounting  to  1464  dollars  and  fourteen  ninetieths, 
y  which  fum  he  received  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penns¬ 
ylvania;  and  for  which  they  are  to  be  credited,  July  16th,  177 6, 

1^0  o  ais,  July  17th,  1776,  7C0  dollars,  and  there  remains  664 
dollars  and  fourteen  ninetieths: 


^ /  uc  reel , 


.  Xiidi  Uie  aDove  accounts  be  paid. 

I  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  September  3,  1776. 

A  memotial  from  colonel  Mofes  Hazen  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 
carriages  in  Canada. 

Geneiai  Sullivan  having  reduced  to  writing  the  verbal  meflage 
liom  loid  Flowe,  the  fame  was  read  as  follows : 

I  he  following  is  the  purport  of  the  melfage  from  lord  Howe  to 
Congrefs,  by  general  Sullivan: 

1  hat,  though  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with  Congrefs  a$ 
fuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  conference  with  fome 
cf  the  members,  whom  he  would  confider  for  the  prefent  only  as 
private  gentlemen,  and  meet  them  himfelf  as  fuch,  at  fuch  place 
as  they  (hould  appoint  : 

That  he,  in  conjunction  with  genera!  Howe,  had  full  powers  to 
compromife  the  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  America  upon 
terms  advantageous  to  both;  the  obtaining  of  which  delayed  him 
near  two  months  in  England,  and  prevented  his  arrival  at  this 
place  before  the  declaration  of  Independancy  took  place: 

That  he  wifhed  a  compact  might  be  fettled  at  this  time,  when 
no  decifive  blow  was  (truck,  and  neither  party  could  fay,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  enter  into  fuch  agreement: 

That,  in  cale  Congrefs  were  difpofed  to  treat,  many  things, 
which  they  had  not  as  vet  afked,  might  and  ought  to  be  granted 
th  em  ;  and  that,  if  upon  the  conference,  they  found  any  probable 
ground  of  an  accommodation,  the  authority  of  Congrefs  mud  be 
afterwards  acknowledged,  otherwife  the  compact  would  not  be 
compleat.” 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  part  of  the  Paid  report,  which  relates  to  the 
eftablidiing  a  pod  between  Philadelphia  and  Ticonderoga,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  for  regulating  the  pod-office,  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  report  lie  on  the  table : 


That 
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That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  regimental  paymafter 
to  colonel  Magaw’s  battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Mifflin,  brother  to  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  was  elefted. 

Refolved ,  That  jeduthun  Baldwin,  Efq;  be  appointed  an  engi¬ 
neer  in  the  continental  army,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  pay  of 
60  dollars  a  month. 

A  letter  from  a  number  of  officers  who  are  prifoners  at  Carlifie 
was  read,  complaining  of  fome  ill  treatment  they  have  received, 
and  of  their  baggage  having  •  been  plundered,  contrary  to  the  ca¬ 
pitulation,  upon  which  they  furrendered. 

General  Woofter  who  happened  to  be  in  the  outer  room  being 
examined  touching  the  fa£ts  dated  in  the  faid  letter ; 

Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler  dire&ing 
him  to  make  particular  enquiry  whether  the  baggage  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  taken  at  St.  Johns  and  Chamblee  was  plundered  and  by  whom 
and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  be  dire&ed  to  inform  the 
officers  that  inquiry  has  been  made  of  general  Woofter,  to  whom 
they  refer,  refpe&ing  the  plunder  of  their  baggage,  and  that  he 
fays  he  knows  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  that  no  information  or 
complaint  was  ever  made  to  him  refpe&ing  that  matter:  And  far- 
tner  to  inform  them  that  Congrefs  have  given  orders  to  general 
.  Schuyler  to  caufe  ftridt  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  affair,  and 
report  thereon. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  from 
Wm.  Palfrey,  paymafter  general,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  : 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  let¬ 


ter  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutious,  which 
he  was  ordered  to  report. 

The  refolutions  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  beino-  feVe- 
rally  read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Refolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  acquainted  that  Con¬ 
grefs  would  have  efpecial  care  taken,  in  cafe  he  fhould  find  it  ne- 
eeffary  to  quit  N*:w  Work,  that  no  damage  be  done  to  the  faid  ci¬ 
ty  by  his  troops,  on  their  leaving  it:  The  Congrefs  having  no 
doubt  of  being  able  to  recover  the  fame,  though  the  enemy  fhould 
ior  a  time  obtain  poffeffion  of  it. 

Refolved ,  That  three  more  battalions  be  ordered  from  Virginia, 
of  which  that  commanded  by  colonel  Stephen  to  be  one,  to  rein¬ 
force  the  army  at  New- York  : 


/ 


That 
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1  hat  for  the  fame  purpofe  two  of  the  North-Carolina  battalions 
be  ordered  to  march  with  all  pofhble  expedition  to  New-York, 
under  the  command  of  brigadier-general  Moore: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aiTemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
feveral  Hates  to  the  northward  of  \  irginia,  immediately  to  fend 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  the  army  at  New-York  : 

That  one  of  the  continental  battalions  in  Rhode-Ifland  be  order¬ 
ed  immediately  to  march,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New-York  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affembly  of  Maflachufets-Bay, 
to  fend  to  Rhode-Ifland  a  battalion  of  their  militia,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  continental  battalion  ordered  from  thence. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poHponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September  4,  1776. 

Refohed ,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  pay  the  Virginia 
battalion  now  on  their  march  to  New-York,  one  month’s  pay, 
and  to  fupply  them  with  fuch  neceflary  cloathing  as  they  may 
Hand  in  need  of. 

Refohed ,  That  another  brigadier-general  be  appointed  in  the 
continental  army  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  Adam  Stephen  was  unani- 
moufly  elected. 

Refohed ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  call  in  the  feve¬ 
ral  recruiting  parties  of  the  German  battalion,  and  to  have  them 
formed  and  armed  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  forwarded  to 
New-York,  taking  meafures,  and  giving  proper  directions  to  have 
the  battalion  recruited  to  the  full  complement  as  foon  as  the  fame 
can  conveniently  be  done. 

Refohed ,  That  the  propofal  made  by  general  Howe,  as  deliver¬ 
ed  by  general  Sullivan,  of  exchanging  general  Sullivan  for  general 
Prefcot,  and  lord  Stirling  for  brigadier-general  McDonald  be 
complied  wi  th. 

Mr.  J.  Meafe  having  in  confequcnce  of  the  refolution  of  the  30th 
Auguft,  made  a  report,  that  he  cannot  find  there  is  any  cloth  in 
this  city  fit  for  making  tents,  except  a  parcel  of  light  fail  cloth, 
which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  marine  committee  : 

Refohed ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr. 
J.  Meafe  all  the  light  fail  cloth  in  their  pofiefiion  :  And  that  Mr. 
Meafe  be  directed  to  have  the  fame  made  into  tents  as  loon  as  poflfi- 
ble,  and  forwarded  to  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  fccret  committee  be  directed  to  write  to  the  continen¬ 
tal  agent3  in  the  eaftern  Hates,  deliring  them  to  purchafe  all  the 
duck  and  other  cloth  fit  for  tents  which  they  can  procure  in  their 
refoedlive  Hates,  for  the  i-ifc  of  the  continent. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war, 
and  after  fomc  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refohed , 


343 


September,  1776. 


t 


Refohed , 


That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftpor.ed 


ill  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


being  podponed  ; 


Thursday.  September  5,  1776. 

A  petition  from  John  Shot!  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Two  petitions  from  the  owners  of  the  privateers  Lee  and  Put¬ 
nam  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  memorial  from  Jeremiah  Halfey  was  read  arid  referred  to  the 

board  of  war. 

Refohed ,  That  general  Prefcot,  and  brigadier  general  McDo¬ 
nald  be  fent  by  the  board  of  war,  under  an  efcort  to  general 
Walhington,  to  be  exchanged  for  general  Sullivan  and  lord  Stir¬ 
ling. 

Refohed ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver 
Mr-.  Hewes  400  three  pound  (hot  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
troops  in  North-Carolina. 

Two  foldiers  having  elcaped  from  Quebec,  and  applied  to  Con- 
grefs  for  their  pay. 

Refohed ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  captain  John  Doyle  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  that  in  confequence  of  the  refolution 
palled  the  16th  of  July  lad,  he  has  enlided  80  men,  whereof  about 
60  have  paffed  mufter,  as  appears  by  the  roll  produced,  and  that 
the  other  20  are  at  Lancafter,  and  therefore  praying  that  a  com- 
miflion  may  be  granted  to  him  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolution. 

Refihed ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  ;  and  that 
Samuel  Brady  be  commiffioned  as  lirif  lieutenant, and  William  Me. 
Murray ,  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  company  commanded  by  cap¬ 
tain  Doyle* 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war;  whereupon, 

Refohed ,  That  general  Sullivan  be  requefted  to  inform  lord 
Howe,  that  this  Congrefs,  being  the  reprefentatives  of  the  free 
and  independant  dates  of  America,  cannot  with  propriety  fend  a- 
ny  of  its  members,  to  confer  with  his  lordlhip  in  their  private 
characters,  but  that  ever  dedrous  of  eftablifhing  peace  on  reafon- 
able  terms,  they  will  fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  he  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by 
Congrefs  for  that  purpofe  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that 
authority  is,  and  to  hear  fuch  proportions  as  he  fhall  think  lit  to 
make  refpeCting  the  fame  : 

That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  to  general  Wafhington, 
and  acquaint  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  no  jiropo- 

e  between  Great-Britain  and  the  Lnited 

States 
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States  of  America,  ought  to  be  received  or  attended  to,  unlefs 
the  fame  be  made  in  writing  and  addreffed  to  the  representatives  of 
the  laid  Hates  in  Congrefs,  or  perfons  authorized  by  them  :  And  if 
application  be  made  to  him  by  any  of  the  commanders  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  forces  on  that  fubjeft,  that  he  inform  them,  that  thefe  United 
States,  who  entered  into  tne  war  only  for  the  defence  of  their  lives 
and  libei ties,  will  chearfully  agree  to  peace  on  reafonable  terms, 
whenever  fuch  fhal!  be  propofed  to  them  in  manner  aforefaid. 

hejolvcd,  i  hat  a  copy  of  the  firll  of  the  two  foregoin°p  refolu- 
tions,  be  delivered  to  general  Sullivan,  and  that  he  be  dire&ed  to 
repair  immediately  to  lord  Howe. 

Refolved ,  That  to  morrow  be  affigned  for  ele&ing  the  commit¬ 
tee  : 

t-  i.„,  s  t  •  j  ij  1  k 

1  ne  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  September  6,  1776. 

Rcjolved ,  That  general  Sullivan  be  requeued  to  deliver  to  lord 
Howe,  the  copy  of  the  refolution  given  to  him. 

Refolved ,  i  hat  the  committee  “  to  be  fent  to  know  whether 
lord  Howe  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by 
Congrefs  for  that  purpofe  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that 
authority  is,  and  to  hear  fuch  proportions  as  he  fhall  think  fit  to 
make  ref  peeling  the  fame”,  con  fid  of  three  : 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eledion,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Mr.  franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Rutledge  were  e- 
leded. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Wafhington  with  fundry  papers 
in  cl  o  fed, — 

One  of  the  29th  Augufi  from  general  Schuyler  : 

Four  of  the  1 8th,  20th,  26th,  and  27th  of  the  fame  month, 
from  genera]  Gates,  with  a  return  of  the  army  at  Ticonderoga, 
and  other  papers  : 

One  of  the  4th  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  and 

One  of  the  28th  from  colonel  Maxwell  inclofing  a  memorial 
from  Jicobus  Wyncoop  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  the  memorial  from  Jacobus  Wyncoop  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  the  other  letters  and  papers 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  2794  dollars  and  fifteen  ninetieths 
be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  George  Morgan,  Efq;  a- 
gent  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  he  to  be  account¬ 
able  : 

That  Mr.  Morgan  be  fupplied  with  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs,  relative  to  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  held  with  the  indians  at  the  German  Flats  : 

Refolved , 
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p„r„i„, j  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed  to  deliver  to 
captain  Sh’erer  6  lb.  of  powder,  and  24  lb.  of  lead  for  the  ufe  of 
two  companies  of  riflemen,  to  prove  their  rifles. 

A  memorial  from  George  Ni.chollon  with  an  account,  was 

read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  from  captain  William  Jenkins  was  read,  praying  foi 
leave,  on  account  of  his  family  affairs,  to  refign  his  commiffion  : 

Refolved ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  John  Paul  Shott,  who  is  well  recommended  as 
an  experienced  officer,  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental 
army,  with  directions  to  raife  a  company  as  foon  as  poffiblt ,  but 
as  he  may  be  ufefully  employed  immediately,  that  he  be  foitnv*itn 
fent  to  general  Waffiington  at  New-York,  and  that  a  month’s  pay 
be  advanced  to  him. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer¬ 
red  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  September  7,  1776^ 

A  letter  of  the  16th  of  Auguft  from  the  indian  commiffioners  at 
Pittfburg,  inclofing  a  memorial  from  Alexander  Rofs  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  indian  affairs  : 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  6th  from  R.  Dallam  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  1173  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths 
be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  colonel  Charles  Read,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  Richard  Dallam,  deputy-pay-mafler- 
general,  it  being  in  full  of  a  draught  in  his  favour  of  the  6th  imh 
by  the  faid  R.  Dallam  : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  deputy-paymafter 
general  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp,  and  militia, — -he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  Charles  Preflon,  major  of  the  26th 
regiment,  a  prifoner,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 

A  letter  and  memorial  of  the  29th  of  Augufl  from  W  illiam 
Wild  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  flate  of  Virginia,  having  on  the  2  3d  of  July  laft,  appointed 
William  Brady,  captain;  William  Pyle,  find  lieutenant;  and 
Chriftopher  Brady,  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  battalion  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  colonel  Hugh  Stevenfon,  and  Amos  Thompfon  to  be 
chaplain  to  the  faid  battalion  : 

Refolved ,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleClion  of  an  adjutant  for  the  batta¬ 
lion  ordered  to  be  railed  in  Weftmoreland  county,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 
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Michael  Hoofnagel  was  elefted. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Roberts,  matter  of  the  fchooner  ThiT 
tie,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved ±  T.  hat  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  F. 
L.  Lee,  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr.  Walton,  be  appointed  members  of  the 
committee  on  the  caufc  of  the  mifcarnages  in  Canada,  in  the  room 
of  thofe  who  are  abfent. 

Refolved ,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  24th  of  July  latt,  to  conliderthe  propofal  made  by 
the  prefident  of  South-Carolina,  refpedfing  general  Lee,  in  the 
room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Walton. 

Refolved ,  That  an  order  for  fixteen  hundred  dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  David  S.  Franks;  for  which  he  is  to 
account  on  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts. 

d  he  ftate  of  Rhode-Ittand  having  recommended  fundry  gentle¬ 
men  for  held  officers  of  the  two  battalions  raifed  in  that  ftate, 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  ;  when  William  Richmond  and 
Chriftopher  Lippit  were  eJe&ed  colonels ;  Caleb  Gardner  and 
Adam  Comftock,  lieutenant  colonels ;  Benjamin  Tallman  and 
James  Tew,  majors. 

Refolved ,  That  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Lippit  be 
ordered  to  New- York,  unlefs  that  commanded  by  colonel  Rich¬ 
mond  has  already  marched. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  delegates 
of  Maryland  three  peices  of  coarfe  cloths  for  the  ufe  of  the  Mary¬ 
land  troops;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  Rifberg,  affiftant  to  colonel  Biddle,  be  di- 
re6led  to  take  proper  meafures  for  providing  the  fick  foldiers  in 
Philadelphia,  with  proper  lodgings  and  attendance. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  M‘Donald  to  the  board  of  war 
was  read ;  whereupon. 

Refolved ,  That  he  be  allowed  four  days  to  prepare  for  his  journey: 

1  hat  a  copy  of  that  part  of  his  letter,  refpedf  ing  his  treatment 
in  North-Carolina,  be  fent  to  the  convention  of  that  ftate. 

Refolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  patted  by  Congrefs  on 
the  mettage  brought  by  general  Sullivan,  and  the  names  of  the 
committee  appointed,  be  fent  to  general  Wafliington. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Richard  Wellh,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk,  for  delivering  ftores 
and  provillons  in  Canada,  certified  by  Henry  Menfon,  in  which 
fervice  he  entered  the  24th  of  April,  and  was  difeharged  the  7th  of 
June,  1776,  at  fifty-ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  day,  25  dollars: 

1  o  Cafper  Carver,  for  the  hire  of  a  team  from  York-town  in 
Pennfylvania  to  Williamlhurg  in  Virginia,  16  days,  at  4  dollars  a 
day,  64  dollars,  and  for  ferriages,  6  dollars  and  fix  ninetieths,  and 
for  the  hire  of  another  team  from  York-town,  with  captain  Grier’s 

company. 
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company,  14  days,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  and  for  ferriage,  3  dollars 
and  fifty-four  ninetieths;  the  whole  being  129  dollars  and  fixty 


ninetieths:  r 

To  John  Sparhawk,  for  two  maps,  a  court  calendar,  & c.  for 

the  war  office,  as  per  R.  Peters’s  certificate,  10  dollars  and  fixty 


ninetieths:  > 

To  John  Bates,  for  200  camp-kettles  delivered  to  C.  Biddle, 
D.  Q.  M.  G.  the  fecond  inftant,  266  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

To  the  following  perfons,  for  which  a  warrant  is  to  be  drawn  in 
favour  of  Monk  Rouville,  for  the  fum  of  788  dollars  and  ten  nine¬ 
tieths,  the  amount  of  his  fix  accounts,  viz. 

1.  To  hoftages  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to  Reading  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  namely,  Allen  M‘Donald,  fen.  Allen  M‘Donald,  jun. 
Alexander  M‘Donald,  Rennel  M*Donnel  and  Archibald  McDo¬ 
nald,  their  allowance  from  the  4th  of  June  to  the  3d  of  September, 
both  days  inclufive,  is  13  weeks,  at  2  dollars  each,  is,  for  the  five, 
130  dollars,  and  for  Angus  M‘Donald  and  George  M‘ Donald, 
two  fervants,  13  weeks  each,  at  one  dollar  a  week,  26  dollars;  of 
which  they  have  received  from  the  committee  of  Reading,  27  dol¬ 
lars  and  three  ninetieths;  the  balance  is  128  dollars  and  eighty- 
feven  ninetieths: 

2.  To  lieutenant  Simon  Evans,  a  prifoner  fent  from  Canada  to 
Reading,  for  expences  frjom  Montreal  to  Albany,  12  dollars,  and 
allowance  from  the  10th  of  February  to  the  23d  of  Augult  inclu¬ 
five,  is  28  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  56  dollars;  the  whole,  68 
dollars;  of  which  he  received  from  the  committee  of  Efopus,  for 
13  weeks  allowance,  26  dollars;  leaves  a  balance  due  to  lieutenant 
Evans,  of  42  dollars: 

3.  To  captain  Anftruther  of  the  26th  regiment,  for  his  allow¬ 
ance  from  the  18th  of  November  to  the  23d  of  Auguft,  both  days 
inclufive,  is  40  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  80  dollars: 

4.  To  Marcus  Lucullus  Royal,  mailer  of  the  Gafpee,  taken  the 
19th  of  November,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  for  his  allowance  to 
the  22d  of  Auguft,  is  39  weeks  and  four  fevenths,  at  2  dollars  a 
week,  79  dollars  and  thirteen  ninetieths;  of  which  he  has  received 
from  the  committee  of  Efopus,  44  dollars;  the  balance  due  to  him 
is  35  dollars  and  thirteen  ninetieths: 

5.  To  the  Canadian  prifoners  at  Briftol,  viz.  Monf.  St.  Ours 
Hervieux,  Heurimont,  de  Chambault  and  la  Marque,  from  the  3d 
of  November,  the  time  they  were  taken,  to  the  30th  of  Auguft 
inclufive,  43  weeks  each,  at  2  dollars,  430  dollars : 

6.  To  George  M‘Kenzie,  mate  of  the  Hoop  Hunter,  taken  the 
4th  of  November,  to  the  25th  of  Auguft  inclufive,  is  42  weeks, 
at  2  dollars,  84  dollars;  of  which  he  has  received  at  Albany,  12 
dollars;  the  balance  is  72  dollars  : 

To  the  following  perfons,  564  dollars  and  eighty-five  ninetieths, 
namely,  to  Adam  Drinkhoufe,  for  his  team  from  Philadelphia  to 

Frederickfyurg 
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Ercderickfburg  in  Virginia,  29  days,  at  4  dollars,  and  ferriage  7 
dollars,  is  123  dollars;  to  Martin  Haufman,  Bernard  Keppelar 
and  Nathaniel  Hoop,  who  went  on  the  fame  journey  with  their 
teams,  each  123  dollars,  is  369  dollars  ;  and  to  Matthias  Koop,  for 
the  hire  of  his  waggon  from  Philadelphia  to  Bergen  point,  with 
powder,  9  days,  at  4  dollars,  and  ferriage,  2  dollars  and  thirty-five 
ninetieths,  is  38  dollars  and  thirty-five  ninetieths  ;  and  to  Andrew 
Read,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  from  Philadelphia  to  New-York 
with  medicines,  8  days,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  and  ferriage,  2  dollars 
and  fifty  ninetieths,  is  34  dollars  and  fifty  ninetieths,  and  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Erwin,  waggon -mailer  general  : 

To  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  cafh  advanced  to  the  guard  going 
with  five  waggons  to  North-Carolina,  with  waggon-hire  and  calks 
for  powder,  140  dollars  and  twenty-five  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Dennis,  for  efcorting  powder  from  Egg-harbour  to 
Philadelphia,  by  order  of  the  fecret  committee,  35  dollars  and 
twenty-three  ninetieths: 

To  colonel  Jonas  Clapham,  for  33  rifle-guns  bought  of  him  for 
the  life  of  colonel  Stevenfon’s  rifle  battalion  in  Virginia,  896  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty-two  ninetieths;  which  fum  is  to  be  charged  to  the 
faid  battalion  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrcfs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war;  whereupon, 

Rejohed ,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  board  of  war  and  or¬ 
dinance,  or  the  fecretary  of  the  fame,  be  free  of  all  expence  in  the 
poft-ofiice  of  the  United  States. 

The  board  having  reported,  that  they  have  confidered  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  Jeremiah  Halfey,  and  perilled  his  written  evidence,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  faid  Blalfey  ought  to  receive  the  arrears  of  his 
pay,  and  that  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  of  the  9th  of  January 
fall,  be  repealed;  as  it  appears,  that  the  faid  Halfey  was  difeharged 
from  the  fervice,  upon  a  regular  certificate  from  the  furgeon,  by 
the  commanding  officer  at  St.  John’s,  on  account  of  ficknefs,  on 
the  13th  day  of  November  laft,  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  ge¬ 
neral  Montgomery;  the  Congrefs  agreed  to  the  faid  report. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  fecond  Penn- 
fylvania  battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jofeph  Wood,  Efq;  was  ele£led  colonel  ; 

Thomas  Craig,  Efq;  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel,  and 

William  Butler,  Efq;  major. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poltponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  September  9,  1776. 

Refilved,  That  four  months  pay,  being  106  dollars  and  two 
thirds,  be  advanced  to  Monf.  la  Marquifie,  captain  and  engineer  in 
the  northern  army;  he  to  be  accountable.  A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Walhlngton,  was  read  and  rc- 
^"^^iS'ThatVooroo  dollars  be  lent  to  the  paymafter  gene- 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Stockton, Mr.  Hunt.ngton,  Mr.  Pame, 

ATr  Wilfon  and  IVfr.  Stone.  _  ,  .  n 

Refolved,  That  in  all  continental  commiffions  and  other  inftrn- 
wents,  where  heretofore  the  words  “  United  Colonies  have  been 
ufed,  the  ftile  be  altered  for  the  future  to  the  “  United  states. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  i  ead  :  _ 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  to- 

ff‘A°me.no0Hal11|om  Monf.  Pannelier  de  la  Falconniere,  was  read 

ard  referred  to  the  marine  committee.  , 

Con-rrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  a  quartermafter  for  the 

German  battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

"FVpd crick  oeei?er  was  elected. 

Refolved,  That°an  order  for  136  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea  ury, 
in  f-vour  of  George  Meade  and  Co.  and  charged  to  the  account  of 
Meffrs.  Chafe  and  Carroll,  it  being  in  full  of  their  bill  in  favour  ct 

John  Vienne  or  order,  dated  at  Montreal,  May  28,1776. 

J  Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  impowered  to  pay  the  draughts 
of  capt.  John  Douglafs,  for  fuch  parts  of  the  monthly  pay  of  the 
privates  in  his  company  as  he  (hall  fpec.fy,  and  the  fame  as  paid  oe 

charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  captain.  # 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William 
Smith,  continental  druggift,  2490  dollars  and  thirteen  ninetieths: 
Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Three  petitions,  one  from  Pierre  du  Calvert,  another  from  Ja- 
ques  Pileur,  and  the  third  from  Andre  Pepin,  were  read,  and  refer. 

red  to  the  board  of  war.  ...  n  j 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poitponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-moi  i  ow. 

Tuesday,  September  10,  177^* 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fiindry  pa¬ 
pers  inclofed,  was  read;  whereupon,  ___  ~  . 

A  Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Wafhington,  it  was 

by  no  means  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs,  in  their  refolve  of  the  3d  m- 
ftant,  refpefting  New-York,  that  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it, 
fliould  remain  in  that  city  a  moment  longer  man  he  fhall  think  it 
proper  for  the  public  fervice  that  troops  be  continued  there  : 

That  the  letter  from  the  general  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  from  the  commiffioners  of  indian 
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iSee  for  SdiJn  affahT  a"d  "k™1  t0  the  ftandinS  com’ 

of  thc^ViVInfa'r'fl^11"'  ^  be  tlmeded  to  fupply  captain  Weft 

V  V  .  ?mia  riflemen,  wjth  40  blankets. 

fundrv  moer/inH  fT  L°nSeay>  and  from  Seth  Warner  with 
d  1Ql)  p^ipeis  lncloied,  were  read. 

Rcfolved ,  That  the  petitions  from  colonel  Warner  « 

»a  stris  ,h' report  °f wi  -f  »“• 

Re/clved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  comm.ttee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  faid  report 
Rejohed  T hat  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direded  to  fupply  the  debates 
of  Maryland,  w.th  40  blankets  for  the  ufe  of  theToops  from°that 

Refilled ,  That  4000  dollars  be  fent  to  Zebulon  Butler,  Efq- 

ofw’ V  C  °]f  l4C  T  C0.n1panies  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town 
eltmore  and  ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame,  and  that  the 

money  be  dehvered  to  and  forwarded  by  the  Connecticut  delegates : 
conTpanie™  ^  J  6  aUthorifed  t0  m^er  the  faid 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Septe??iber  u,  1776. 

Refiohed,  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 

furer,  m  favour  of  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commiflary  for  the  public  fer- 
vice;  he  to  be  accountable.  * 

A  letter  of  the  yth  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  commiiTary 
general,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  read:  * 

Re/olved  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 

u>  be  dire&ed  and  impowered  to  enquire  into  the  conduft  of 

Mi.  Lmngflon,  deputy  commiiTary  general  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment  : 

!>hr  /m7tC,rS  T/Cn’  Mr-  Lee>  Mr-  Hooper  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

.  I  flat  Mr.  J.  Meale,  commiflary,  be  directed  to  pro¬ 

vide  cloathing  an.I  other  neceiTaries,  for  the  firft  Virginia  battalion 
now  on  their  march  to  New- York. 

A  memorial  from  Stephen  Pater  de  la  CoiTade  was  read,  and 
referred,  to  the  marine  committee: 

a ,  ryicmor,al  fr°ni  Seth  Warner,  and  one  from  captains 
ait  lfopkms  and  Gideon  Brownfon,  of  colonel  Warner’s  batta¬ 
lion,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Rejolvcd ,  1  hat  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the 
room  ot  colonel  Harrifon: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 
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Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  taken  into  conlideration  the  matter  to  them 
referred,  and  made  fome  amendments  therein,  but  not  having  had 
time  to  go  through  the  whole,  defired  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conlideration  the  report  of 
the  board  of  war. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pollponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  12,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  from  Jofeph  Wentworth  to  the 
fecretary  of  Congrefs,  with  an  appeal  from  the  verditff  and  fentence 
palTed  on  the  trial  of  the  brigantine  named  the  Elizabeth,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  for  indian  affairs,  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  3  ill 
of  Augull,  from  the  commifiioners  in  the  middle  department,  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conlideration  y 
whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  two  tons  of  powder  and  four  tons  of  lead  be  im¬ 
mediately  fent  to  Pittfburg;  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  commifiioners 
fhall  diredl : 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  refpedling  the  dellination  of 
the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  M‘Coy,  be  fufpended,  and 
that  the  commifiioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department 
be  impowered,  during  their  fiay  at  Pittfourg,  to  direft  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  that  battalion: 

That  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  commifiioners,  in  the  prefect 
ci itical  fituation  of  indian  affairs,  is  approved  of  by  Congrefs,  who 

have  the  greatell  confidence  in  the  prudence  and  vigilance  of  their 
future  conduft. 


h 
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Rejolyed,  That  an  order  for  7000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 

furer,  in  favour  of  colonel  M‘Coy,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion :  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  Penn- 
fylvania  for  10,000  flints,  to  be  delivered  to  George  Moro-an,  Efq; 

Ihe  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq; 
With  the  papers  inclofed,  was  referred,  reported, 

“  That  having  confidered  the  fame,  and  recurring  to  the  journal 
o  Congrefs,  on  Mr.  Trumbull’s  appointment  to  the  commiffariate 
ilRd  thS.  following  refolve  on  the  8th  of  July,  1776  :  “  That  the 
commiliary  general  have  full  power  to  fupply  both  armies,  that 
pon  the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New-York,  and  alfo  to  appoint 
and  employ  fuch  perfons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any  deputv 
commiffary,  as  he  fhall  judge  proper  and  expedient  ;  it  being  ab- 

folutely 
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folutely  neceffiiry,  that  the  fupply  of  both  armies  fliould  be  unde* 
one  dire&ion  — whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  above  refolution  is  fo  dear  and  explicit,  and 
fo  well  contrived  to  procure  the  due  and  proper  difcharge  of  the 
commiflary's  buhnefs,  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and 
immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern 
department,  and  to  the  commiffary  general,  as  the  full  fenfe  of  Con- 
o-refs,  on  the  commiffiiry  general’s  right  to  direct  the  operations  of 
his  department,  both  as  contra&or  and  ifluer  of  provifions;  and 
that  Mr.  Trumbull  be  informed,  Congrefs  expeft  this  will  remove 
his  difficulties,  and  induce  his  continuance  in  the  office  of  commif¬ 
fary  for  both  armies,  at  New-York  and  on  the  lakes. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  fundry  officers,  and 

the  ballots  being  taken,  # 

David  M‘Clure  was  ele&ed  chaplain,  and  Ephraim  Douglais, 
quarter' matter  of  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  M‘Coy. 

John  Trumbull,  Efq;  was  ele&ed  deputy  adjutant  general  of 
the  army  in  the  northern  department,  and  Morgan  Lewis,  Efq; 
deputy  quarter-mailer  general  of  the  faid  army. 

Refolded,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  order  the  French 
officers,  who  have  received  commiffions  from  Congrefs,  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  places  of  their  .deftination. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr,  J.  Meafe  be  direaed  to  pay  the  firft  batta¬ 
lion  of  Virginia  troops,  on  their  march  to  New-York,  the  arrears 

due  to  them.  ,  .  ~  ^ 

The  committee  of  treafury,  to  whom  tae  petition  ot  George 

Nicholfon  was  referred,  returned  the  fame,  and  reported,  that  it 

oucdit  to  be  referred  tc  the  board  of  war  : 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 


confideration ;  whereupon,  ,  -  .  r 

Refolved ,  As  it  appears  from  colonel  Vv  arner  s  repi  efentation  or 

the  Hate  of  his  regiment,  that  major  Painter’s  appointment  much 
obftruas  the  railing  the  faid  regiment,  that  therefore,  major 
Painter  be  di reded  to  repair  to  the  city  of  1  hiladelphia,  that  the 
matter  may  be  enquired  into,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  col. 
Warner  and  the  other  officers,  that  they  forthwith  proceed  to  ra.fe 
tlicir  men  and  complete  the  regiment,  relying  on  the  jultite  o 
Cone  refs  for  the  fettlemcnt  of  the  uneafinefs  among  them: 

That  the  militia  at  New-York  be  paid  by  the  pay-mafter  gene- 
ral  there,  before  difeharged. 

Refolved ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re- committed. 

Connrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and 
after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfou 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  conlideration  tl 
matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  de- 


lire  leave  to  lit  again.' 
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Uefolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 

the  board  of  war.  # 

Refohed ,  That  Mr.  J,  Meafe  be  directed  to  deliver  fucn  a  num¬ 
ber  of  blankets  as  he  has,  belonging  to  the  continent,  to  captain 
Watkins  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  which  is  inlilted  to  ferve  dur¬ 
ing  the  war,  not  exceeding  one  to  each  man. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

# 

Friday,  Sepie?nber  13,  1776; 

Two  letters  of  the  7th  and  3  ith  from  general  Wafliington, 

One  of  the  8th  from  general  Green,  and 

A  refolution  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  of  the 
13th  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to'  confer  with  lord  Howe  having  re¬ 
turned,  made  a  verbal  report. 

Ordered,  That  they  make  a  repoft  in  writing  as  foon  as  convex 
niently  they  can. 

The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Peter  Baker  for  1 149  rations  fupplied  colonel  Peter  Grubb’s 
battalion  of  militia,  and  204  meals  to  different  companies  of  mili¬ 
tia,  on  their  march  to  New-jerfey,  123  dollars  and  nineteen  nine¬ 
tieths  : 

To  John  Bates  for  266  camp  kettles  delivered  to  Guftavus  Rif-* 
berg,  affiftantto  the  deputy  quarter  mailer  general,  for  the  flying 
camp,  354  dollars  and  lixty  ninetieths: 

To  Richard  Cheney  for  291  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  29  dollars  and  nine  ninetieths  : 

To  Charles  Ford  for  10  weeks  board,  lodging,  and  wafhing  for 
William  Whiting,  a  wounded  ferjeant,  from  8th  June  to  17th 
Auguft,  10  weeks,  at  1  dollar  and  one  third  per  week,  13  dollars 
and  thirty  ninetieths : 

To  major  Regonville,  captain  Duchene,  lieutenant  Smith,  and 
lieutenant  Demuraux,  Canadian  prifoners,  for  their  allowance 
from  3d  November  1775  to  6th  September  1776  inclufive,  is  44 
weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  352  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  be 
paid  to  Monfr.  Regonville  : 

To  Robert  Towers  for  artillery  flores  for  2  three  pound  travel¬ 
ling  cannon  ordered  by  Jofeph  Flewes,  Efq;  for  the  ftate  of 
North-Carolina,  72  dollars  and  fixty- four  ninetieths  : 

To  Graaf,  M‘Clenachan,  Hollingfworth,  and  Grigfon,  for 
which  a  warrant  is  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  the  honourable 
Thomas  Lynch,  Efq;  for  their  expences  to  and  from  Wdliamf- 
burg  with  the  hire  of  a  waggon,  with  money  for  South-Carolina  ; 
267  dollars  and  thirty-two  ninetieths  : 

To  Jofeph  Beck  going  exprefs  from  Philadelphia  to  Virginia 
340  miles,  at  one  fixth  of  a  dollar,  56  dollars  : 

Vox,.  IX..  Y  y  To 
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1  o  Michael  Millenberger  for  five  days  life  of  his  two  horfe  wag-' 
gons,  in  tranfporting  the  lick  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  of  oaptam 
Jbrown  s  company,  13  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths  : 

To  Frederick  Kicking  for  221  reams  of  paper  for  continental 
currency,  at  6  dollars  and  eighty-four  ninetieths  a  ream,  1532 
dollars  and  twenty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  William  Clayton  for  338  meals  of  vidluals  fupplied  the  mili¬ 
tia  on  their  march  to  i\ew-Jeriey,  32  dollars  and  feventy-two  nine¬ 
tieths  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid, 
wo  letters  of  the  8th  from  general  Schuyler  with  fundry  pa¬ 
pers  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  7th  fiom  Walter  JLivingflon,  and  one 
of  the  12th  of  Auguft  from  brigadier-general  Armflrong  were 
read : 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  letters  with  the  papers  inclofed  in 
that  from  general  Schuyler,  except  what  relates  to  general  Mont¬ 
gomery  s  accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
papers  relative  to  the  laid  accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfclf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration,  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, and  Mr.  Nelfon  report¬ 
ed  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  ri  hat  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  September  14,  1776. 

A  letter  from  R.  FI.  Harrifon,  fecretary  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  was  read. 

Four  French  officers,  who  arrived  in  the  Reprifal,  captain 
Weeks,  being  recommended  to  Congrefs, 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  officers  of  militia,  when  on  their  march,  and 
while  in  fervice,  be  allowed  rations  like  the  officers  on  the  conti¬ 
nental  ellabliihment,  without  any  allowance  of  mileage: 

That  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  northern  army  be  dire&ed 
to  ere£t  barracks  and  other  accommodations  in  the  moll  conveni¬ 
ent  places  in  that  department,  and  provide  magazines  of  flraw, 
fuel  and  other  neceffaries  for  winter-quarters  for  fuch  number  of 
troops,  as  he  fhall  think  proper : 

That 
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That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  that  his  letter  of  the  16th  of 
I  aft  month  was  duly  received,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada: 

That  captain  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Turner  be  allowed  their 
pay  and  rations  to  this  time,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  trea¬ 
sury  board  for  a  fettlement  of  their  accounts  : 

That  fifteen  tons  of  powder,  twenty  thoufand  flints,  ten  tons  of 
lead,  and  one  hundred  reams  of  cartridge  paper  be  immediately 
lent  to  general  Gates  for  the  uie  of  the  army  in  the  northern  de¬ 
partment  ; 

That  brigadier-general  Armftrong  have  leave  to  return  from 
South-Carolina  to  Philadelphia  : 

That  deputy  commiftary  Livingfton’s  resignation  be  accepted: 

That  captains  Wait  Hopkins  and  Gideon  Brownion  be  referred 
to  the  commiffiohers  appointed  to  audit  accounts  in  the  northern 
department,  for  a  fettlement  of  their  accounts  : 

That  all  continental  troops  and  militia  going  home  from  fervice 
reftore  all  continental  arms,  and  other  property,  and  alfo  all  am¬ 
munition  remaining  in  their  poffefiion,  at  the  time  of  their  being 
about  to  return.  Their  pay  to  be  withheld  unlefs  they  produce 
certificates  from  the  commiftary  of  ftores  or  quarter  mailer  gene¬ 
ral  or  their  deputies  in  the  department,  where  fuch  continental 
troops,  or  militia  (hall  ferve.  And  if  any  continental  property, 
or  ammunition  be  carried  away  by  the  militia  before  this  refolve, 
ftoppages  to  be  made  from  fuch  as  have  not  received  their  pay, 
and  that  meafures  be  taken  with  thofe,  who  have  been  paid,  by 
the  councils  of  fafety,  or  legiflatures  of  each  ftate,  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  fuch  continental  property  and  ammunition. 

A  memorial  from  Jonathan  Glover  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Lee  to  the  board  of  war,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  captains  Jofeph  Gardner,  James  M‘  Dow  ell, 
John  McDowell,  Samuel  Evans,  Ephraim  Blackburn,  and  Ste¬ 
phen  Cochran  \fas  read. 

Refolved ,  That  25000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of  Ma¬ 
ryland,  which  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  committees  of  Weflmoreland  and  Bedford  having  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  15th  July  recommended 
Van  Swearingan,  Mofes  Carfan,  Samuel  Miller,  James  Piggot, 
Wendal  Oury,  David  Killgore,  Eliezer  Miers,  and  Andrew 
Mann  for  captains  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  M’Coy, 
and  Robert  Mofley,  John  Findley,  Matthew  Jack,  Ezechiel 
Hickman,  Richard  Carfan,  William  M.  Greary,  James  M‘Dow- 
c.11,  and  Thomas  Cook,  for  ill  lieutenants;  William  Thompfon, 
Alexander  Sumrall,  James  Guthery,  Philip  Rodgers,  Samuel 
Smith,  William  Mountz,  James  Buler,  jun.  and  John  Crawford 
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or  2d  lieutenants  ;  Benjamin  Neely,  Jofeph  Kerr,  John  Sims, 
David  Wherry,  Devalt  Mecklin,  Feolty  Weaver,  John  Read, 
and  Aquila  White  for  enfigns,  in  the  faid  battalion. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiffions  be 
granted  to  them  accerdingly. 

Whereas  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina  have  reprefented  that 
by  an  arrangement  made  by  Congrefs  on  the  iftth  day  of  June 
Jaft,  the  regiment  of  artillery  and  two  regiments  of  riflemen  raifed 
in  that  province,  will  obtain  precedency  over  a  regiment  of  ran¬ 
gers,  though  the  latter  was  raifed  before  either  of  the  former, 
wnich  may  be  attended  with  confequences  extremely  prejudicial 
to  the  fervice  ;  therefore, 

Refolved ,  I  hat  the  faid  regiment  of  rangers  commanded  by  co¬ 
lonel  William  Thompfon,  do  ftill  keep  the  fame  ftation  it  had  in 
the  provincial  arrangement,  and  be  intitled  to  rank  in  the  fame 
way  as  other  regiments  in  the  continental  fervice. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Mo  nday,  September  16,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  one  of  the  9th 
from  general  Schuyler  inclofing  a  copy  of  one  from  general  Gates, 
dated  the  6th,  and  one  of  the  2d  fram  general  Gates  with  fundry 
papers  inclofed  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Schuyler  was  alfo  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  indian  af¬ 
fairs. 

There  being  fundry  vacancies  in  colonel  Warner’s  battalion, 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  officers  to  hl(  up  the  fame, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Faffet  and  M‘Une  were  eledled  captains  in  the 

room  of  John  Grant  and  Jacob  Vorfborough,  who  have  declined 
to  accept  their  commiffions,  on  account  of  their  ill  ftate  of  health  ; 

Jofeph  SalFord,  Thomas  Ranfon,  John  Chipman,  and  Robert 

Terrence  tirlt  lieutenants  in  the  room  of - Dean  deceafed. 

Wool  bridge  and  Allen  who  decline  ferving,  and  J.  Falfett  promoted; 

Benjamin  Hopkins  adjutant. 

Refolved ,  That  there  be  an  addition  of  three  brigadiers-general 
in  the  continental  army,  and  that  Congrefs  proceed  immediately 
to  the  choice  : 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Chrihopher  Gadfden,  William  Moultrie,  and  Lachlan  M‘In- 
tofh  were  elected. 

A  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft  from  brigadier-general  Lewis, 
and  one  of  the  30th  of  the  fame  month  from  William  Rickman, 
director  of  the  hofpital  in  the  fouthern  department  were  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  W.  Rickman  be  referred  to  the 
medical  committee.  Refolved , 


Refolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate,  the 
faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved^ .  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  appointing  commif- 
jioners,  to  audit  the  public  accounts  in  Virginia. 

It  being  reprefented  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  that 
from  late  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  that 
ftate  is  fuch,  as  to  render  it  dangerous,  if  not  impracticable  to 
execute  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  3d  inflant,  ordering 
two  of  the  North-Carolina  battalions,  under  the  command  of  bri¬ 
gadier-general  Moore,  to  march  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New- 
York;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  North-Carolina,  to  execute  or  fufpend  that  refolution,  ac¬ 
cording  as  they  fhall  think  it  moil  conducive  to  the  public  fervice, 
and  the  fafety  of  their  particular  Hate. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration,  the  re¬ 
port  fiom  the  board  of  war,  and  have  made  fundry  amendments, 
which  they  ordered  him  to  lay  before  Congrefs  : 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war,  and  the  amendments  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  eighty-eight  battalions  be  inliffed  as  foon  as  poffible,  to 
aerve  during  the  prefent  war,  and  that  each  ftate  furnifh  their  re- 
fpe&ive  quotas  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 

New-Hampfhirc,  3  battalions. 

Maflachufetts-Bay,  J5  do. 

Rhode-lfland,  2  do. 

Connecticut,  8  do. 

New-York,  ,  4  do. 

New-Jerfey,  4  do. 

■Pennfylvania,  12  do. 

Delaware,  1  do. 

Maryland,  8  do. 

Virginia,  15  do. 

North-Carolina,  9  do. 

South-Carolina,  6  do. 

Georgia,  1  do. 

That  twenty  dollars  be  given  as  a  bounty  to  each  non-commif- 
iioned  officer  and  private  foldier,  who  fhall  enlift  to  ferve  during 
theprefent  war,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  :  ^ 

.  That  Co?grefs  make  provifion  for  granting  lands  in  the  follow- 
ang  proportions,  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  fhall  fo  engrave  in 
the  fervice,  and  continue  therein  to  the  clofe  of  the  war,  or  until 
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difchargedby  Congrefs,  and  to  the  reprefentatives  of  fuch  officers 
and  foldiers,  as  ffiall  be  flain  by  the  enemy. 

Such  lands  to  be  provided  by  the  United  States,  and  whatever 
cxpence  ffiall  be  necefiary  to  procure  fuch  land,  the  faid  expence 
fhall  be  paid  and  borne  by  the  Hates  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the 
.other  expences  of  the  war,  viz. 

To  a  colonel  500  Acres. 

To  a  lieutenant-colonel  450 

To  a  major  400 

To  a  captain  300 

To  a  lieutenant  200 

To  an  enfign  13*0 

Each  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  100. 

That  the  appointment  of  all  officers  and  filling  up  vacancies, 
(except  general  officers)  be  left  to  the  governments  of  the  feveral 
Hates,  and  that  every  Hate  provide  arms,  cloathing,  and  every 
neceflary  for  its  quota  of  troops,  according  to  the  foregoing  efii- 
mate.  The  expence  of  the  cloathing  to  be  deduced  from  the  pay 
of  the  foldiers  as  ufual: 

That  all  officers  be  commiffioned  by  Congrefs  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Hates,  that  they  take 
the  molt  fpeedy  and  effedtual  meafures  for  inlilting  their  feveral 
quotas  : 

That  the  money  to  be  given  for  bounties  be  paid  by  the  pay- 
mafier  in  the  department  where  the  foldier  fhall  inlifi  : 

That  each  foldier  receive  pay  and  fubfifiance  from  the  time  of 
jnliHment. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Adam  Zantzinger,  for  the  expence  of  five  light  horfe  efcort- 
ing  money  to  New-York,  and  one  from  thence  to  Albany,  94 
dollars  and  fixty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  300  camp-kettles  delivered  to  GuHavus 

Riffierg,  400  dollars: 

To  Philip  Baker,  for  289  meals  of  vi&uals,  fupplied  captains 
Grier  and  Nelfon’s  companies  of  continental  troops,  18  dollars  and 
thirty-one  ninetieths  : 

To  David  Tryon,  William  Green,  Peter  Peterfon,  George  Lan¬ 
ders  and  Samuel  Brulh,  for  the  hire  of  their  ffiallops,  with  conti¬ 
nental  troops  and  baggage,  from  Wilmington  tolrenton,  104 
dollars  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confider-* 
ation  the  articles  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poHponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,  September  17,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  of  Auguft,  from  V.  De  Coetery  Prejent3 
Was  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  ftate  of  Maryland  having  recommended  Thomas  Beale,  Efq; 
to  be  captain;  Peter  Conter  Hanfon,  firfl  lieutenant;  James  Lin- 
gar,  fecond  lieutenant,  and  Richard  Dorfey,  third  lieutenant,  in 
colonel  Stevenfon’s  battalion  ;  and  Elijah  Evans  to  be  a  third  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  faid  battalion,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Hardman  who 
has  resigned  : 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commifilons  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe,  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  brought  in  a  report  in  writing,  which 
was  read  as  follows : 

<c  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  we  have  had  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  lord  Howe.  It  was  on  Wednefday  lalt  upon  Staten- 
Illand,  oppohte  to  Amboy,  where  his  lordfhip  received  and  en¬ 
tertained  us  with  the  utmoft  politenefs. 

His  lordihip  opened  the  converfation  by  acquainting  us,  that, 
tho  he  could  not  treat  with  us  as  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  yet,  as 
his  powers  enabled  him  to  confer  and  confult  with  any  private  o-en- 
tlemen  of  influence  in  the  colonies,  on  the  means  of  refloring  peace 
between  the  two  countries,  he  was  glad  01  this  opportunity  of  con¬ 
ferring  with  us  on  that  fubjedf ,  if  we  thought  ourfelves  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  a  conference  with  him  in  that  ehara&er.  We  ob- 
fei  ved  to  his  lorafhip,  that,  as  our  bulinefs  was  to  hear,  he  miVht 
con ii der  us  in  what  light  he  pleafed,  and  communicate  to  us  any 
piopofitions  he  might  be  authorifed  to  make  for  the  purpofe  men- 
tionea ;  but,  that  we  could  conlider  ourfelves  in  no  other  charadter 
than  that  in  which  we  were  placed,  by  order  of  Congrefs.  His 
lordfhip  then  entered  into  a  difeourfe  of  a  confidence  length 
which  contained  no  explicit  proportion  of  peace,  except  one,’ 
namely,  That  the  colonies  fhould  return  to  their  allegiance  and 
obedience  to  the  government  of  Great-Britain.  The  reft  confided 
principally  of  aflurances,  that  there  w>as  an  exceeding  good  difpo- 
htion  in  the  king  and  his  minifters  to  make  that  government  eafy 
to  us  with  intimations,  that,  in  cafe  of  our  fubmiffion,  they 
wornd  c  a  life  the  ofFenfive  ads  of  Parliament  to  be  revifed,  and  the 
inftrudtions  to  governors  to  be  re-confidered;  that  fo,  if  any  juft 
caufes  of  complaint  were  found  in  the  adfs,  or  any  errors  in  o-o- 
vernment  were  perceived  to  have  crept  into  the  indrudlions,  they 
might  oe  amended  or  withdrawn.  J 

We  gave  it  as  our  opinion  to  his  lordfhip,  that  a  return  to  the 
domination  of  Great-Britain  was  not  now'to  be  expefied.  We 

kint  3d  thr  r"Featea,  h“mble  petitions  of  the  colonies  to  the 
'/  I  parliament,  which  had  been  treated  with  contempt  and 
anfwered  only  by  additional  injuries;  the  unexampled  p2cV 2 

had 
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had  fhewn  under  their  tyrannical  government,  and  that  it  was  not 
till  the  1  ate  a£l  of  parliament  which  denounced  war  againft  us,  and 
put  us  out  of  the  king’s  protedlion,  that  we  declared  our  Indepen- 
dance;  that  this  declaration  had  been  called  for  by  the  people  of 
the  colonies  in  general  ;  that  every  colony  had  approved  of  it, 
when  made,  and  all  now  confidered  themfelves  as  Independent 
States,  and  were  fettling  or  had  fettled  their  governments  accord- 
ingly;  fo  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congrefs  to  agree  for 
them,  that  they  fnould  rtturn  to  their  former  dependant  ftate; 
that  there  was  no  doubt  of  their  inclination  to  peace,  and  their 
willingnefs  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Britain,  that  might  be  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  both  countries;  that,  though  his  lordfhip  had  at 
prefent  no  power  to  treat  with  them  as  Independant  States,  he 
might,  if  there  was  the  fame  good  difpolition  in  Britain,  much 
fooner  obtain  frefh  powers  from  thence,  for  that  purpofe,  than 
powers  could  be  obtained  by  Congrefs,  from  the  feveral  colonies, 
to  confent  to  a  fubmiffion. 

H  is  lordfhip  then  faying,  that  he  was  forry  to  find,  that  no  ac¬ 
commodation  was  like  to  take  place,  put  an  end  to  the  conference. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  did  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  his 
lordfhip’s  commiffion  contained  any  other  authority  than  that  ex- 
preffed  in  the  ad  of  parliament,  namely,  that  of  granting  pardons, 
with  fuch  exceptions  as  the  commifiioners  fhall  think  proper  to 
make,  and  of  declaring  America,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  be  in  the 
king’s  peace,  upon  fubmiffion:  For,  as  to  the  power  of  enquiring 
into  the  Hate  of  America,  which  his  lordfhip  mentioned  to  us,  and 
of  conferring  and  confulting  with  any  perfons  the  commifiioners 
might  think  proper,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  of  luch  converfa- 
tion  to  the  miniftry,  who,  provided  the  colonies  would  fubjecl 
themfelves,  might  after  all,  or  might  not  at  their  pleafure,  make 
any  alterations  in  the  former  inftru&ions  to  governors,  or  propofe 
irx  parliament  any  amendment  of  the  ads  complained  of,  we  ap¬ 
prehended  any  expedation  from  the  effedf  of  fuch  a  power  would 
have  been  too  uncertain  and  precarious  to  be  relied  on  by  America, 
bad  fhe  Hill  continued  in  her  Hate  of  dependance.” 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  report,  and  alfo  the  mefiage  from 
lord  Howe,  as  delivered  by  general  Sullivan,  and  the  refolution  of 
Congrefs  in  confequence  thereof,  be  publifhed  by  the  committee, 

who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  committee  publifh  lord  Drummond’s  let* 
t.ers  to  general  Wafhmgton,  and  the  general  s  anfweis. 

Sundry  refolutions  being  moved  and  feconded,  in  addition  to 
thofe  pafled  yefierday,  relative  to  the  new  army : 

After  debate, 

Refolded,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  loth,  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  was  read: 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  James  Forreft  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war.  Congrefs 
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Congr^  took  into  confideration  the  plan  of  treaties  to  be  pro* 
pofed  to  foreign  nations,  with  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  lame  was  agreed  to. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  general  Walhington  was  received  and 
read. 

Refolved >  That  the  confideration  of  the  inftru£tions  to  be  given 
to  the  commiffioners  to  foreign  dates,  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ot  dered,  That  1066  dollars  and  two  thirds  be  advanced  to 
Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mailer  general. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire&ed,  after  arming 
the  German  battalion,  to  arm  the  IVIaryland  company  on  its  march 
to  New-York  with  the  remainder,  or  with  as  many  arms,  as  fhall 
then  be  in  their  pofteftion  belonging  to  the  continent. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  September  18,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  R.  Dallam,  deputy  paymafler  general, 
was  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Reflved ,  .That  if  rations  be  received  by  the  officers  or  privates 
in  the  continental  army  in  money,  they 'be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
eight  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  ration  : 

That  Monfr.  Jacque  Paul  Govert  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
captain -lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the  continental  army,  and  that  a 
commilfion  be  given  to  him  accordingly  : 

.  ^at  nodical  committee  fend  an  affortment  of  proper  medi¬ 
cines  to  the  northern  army  ; 

That  Monfr.  de  Vermonet  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major  by 
brevet,  he  being  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  military  abilities  : 

That  the  bounty  and  grants  of  land  offered  by  Conorefs,  by  a 
refolution  of  the  f6th  inftant,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  officers 
and  foldiere  to  engage  to  ferve  in  the  array  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war,  fhall  extend  to  all  who  are,  or  (hall  be  infilled  for 
that  term  ;  the  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  which  any  of  the  foldiers 
have  received  from  the  continent,  on  account  of  a  former  inliflment 
to  be  reckoned  in  part  payment  of  the  twenty  dollars  offered  by 
the  faid  refolution  :  J 

That  no  officer  in  the  continental  army  be  allowed  to  hold  more 

than  one  commifiion,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity  at  the 
lame  time.  ; 


Refolved ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 
Rejolvcd  That  the  board  of  war  be  dii-eded  to  prepare  a  refolu 
tion  for  emorcing  and  perfecting  difcipline  in  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  1564  dollars  and  forty-five  ninetieths  be  paid  i, 
PVoiJI°"'  B°niitld>  and  barged  to  the  account  of  brigadier 
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general  Arnold,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  brigadier-gMe 
nold  s  note  of  the  i  i  th  of  May  lall  : 

That  an  older  tor  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in 

a\our  o  tie  committee  appointed  to  contradl  for  calling  cannon, 
they  to  be  accountable  :  ° 

i  hat  tlu  lecret  committee  furnifh  the  faid  committee  with  two 
barrels  ot  powder  for  proving  cannon. 

,  Au'A  ri.‘f  Captai"  M‘Kinzie>  a  prifoner  in  the  gaol  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  be  liberated  on  his  parole,  the  ftate  of  his  health  re¬ 
quiring  air  and  exercife ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  to  Reading  in 

1  ennl}  lvania,  there  to  refide  under  the  fame  reftridions  as  other 
pri loners  on  their  parole. 

1  he  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  on  the  ways  and 
means  of  railing  live  millions  of  dollars,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Gongiefs  took  into  confideration  the  inftru&ions  to  the  commif- 
li oners,  and  after  debate, 

hefolvcJ,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed* 
i  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  September  ig,  1776. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  examined  the 
vouchers  brought  into  their  office  by  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  one  of 
the  naval  committee,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  naval  commit¬ 
tee  have  expended  the  fum  of  134,333  dollars  and  twenty-feven 
ninetieths,  in  fitting  out  eight  armed  veffels. 

Refolved ,  That  tiie  fame  be  allowed,  and  patted  to  the  credit  of 
the  faid  committee. 

j.  lie  naval  committee  having  laid  before  Congrcfs  an  account  of 
f '.indry  outkanding  debts,  and  offundry  goods  by  them  purchafed, 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  different  perfons,  who  have  not  yet  ac¬ 
counted  for  the  fame  ; 

lujblved ,  I  hat  the  faid  account  be  delivered  to  the  marine  com¬ 
mittee,  and  that  they  be  direded  to  take  effedual  meafures  to 
have  the  laid  outkanding  debts  colle<ffed  and  accounts  fettled. 

hefolvcd ,  I  hat  66  dollars  and  two  thirds  be  advanced  to  major 
1c  chevalier  de  Vermonet,  lie  to  be  accountable  : 

That  major  de  Vermonet  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
for  a  fettlement  of  his  account  for  rations  : 

I  hat  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  William  Davies  of 
Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  on  their  march  to  New-York, 
lie  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  captain  Woelper  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania 
and  Maryland,  who  are  directed  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  captains 
and  fubalterns  in  the  German  battalion,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The 


September,  17  76.  363 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confi deration ;  whereupon, 

Rejplved ,  That  Monfr,  Marquis  de  Malmady  be  appointed  to 
the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major  by  brevet  in  the  continental  army,  and 
receive  a  com miffion  accordingly  : 

That  Monfr.  Jean  Louis  Imbret,  a  gentleman  well  recommen¬ 
ded  as  an  engineer,  be  lent  to  general  Walhington  to  be  employed 
in  that  capacity,  in  order  to  (hew  his  abilities,  and  that  one  months 
pay  as  a  captain  be  advanced  for  his  expences  : 

i  hat  Monlr.  Chriftian  de  Colerus  be  appointed  to  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  major  by  brevet,  and  that  his  commifiion  be  forthwith 
given  him  : 

f  hat  Monfr.  Jean  Louis  de  Virnejouz  be  appointed  to  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  captain  by  brevet,  and  commihioned  accordingly  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  thefe  (fates  in  the 
feveral  departments,  be  diredfed  to  give  pohtive  orders  to  the  bri¬ 
gadier-generals  and  colonels,  and  alt  other  officers  in  their  feveral 
armies,  that  the  troops  under  their  command  may  every  day  be 
called  together,  and  trained  in  arms,  in  order  that  officers  and 
men  may  be  perfected  in  the  manual  exercife  and  manoeuvres,  and 
inured  to  the  mod  exemplary  difcipline,  and  that  all  officers  be 
allured,  that  the  Congrefs  will  coniider  activity  and  fuccefs,  in  in¬ 
troducing  difcipline  into  the  army  among  the  bed  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  promotion. 

The  commiffioners  for  fettling  the  public  accounts  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  army,,  having  rep  re  fen  ted  to  the  board  of  treafury,  that  fun- 
dry  officers  in  the  army  holding  two  commiffions  had,  'previous  to 
the  time  of  genei al  bchuyler  s  receiving  the  order  of  Congrefs  not 
to  allow  pay  to  any  perfon  for  more  than  one  commifiion,  received 
warrants  from  the  general  for  payment  in  their  double  capacity, 
and  defiring  to  know  whether  fuch  accounts  are  to  be  allowed  : 

Rejolved ,  .That  fuch  warrants  drawn  by  genera]  Schuyler  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  time  of  his  receiving  the  order  of  Congrefs,  be  allowed 
by  the  commiffioners  : 

1  hat,  to  prevent  for  the  future  warrants  being  drawn  by  any 
general  in  the  continental  army,  in  favour  of  any  officer,  for  more 
than  one  commifiion,  the  order  of  Congrefs  be  publiffied,  that  no 
officei.  in  the  continental  army  is  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one 
commifiion,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity. 

1  he  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Henry  Brothers,  54  dollars;  George  Troxlell,  64  dollars 
and  ieventy-two  ninetieths,  and  Jacob  Miller,  60  dollars-  the 
whole  amounting  to  178  dollars  and  feventy-two  ninetieths •  \o  be 
paid  to  colonel  George  Strieker,  for  the  hire  of  three  wagons 
from  Maryland  to  Philadelphia,  with  the  baggage  of  two  field 
officers,  and  two  companies  belonging  to  the  German  battalion  : 

To  the  late  co.onel  Caleb  Perry,  for  provifions  fupplied  the 

militia 
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militia  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  with  their  ferrite,  and  the 
ferriage  of  baggage-waggons  over  Schuylkill,  53  dollars;  to  be 
paid  to  John  Jacobs  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Doire  was  read: 

Ordnedy  I  Hat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

T  he  committee  for  indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report,  which  Was 
taken  into  cohhderation ;  whereupon, 

Rejolvedy  1  hat  66  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  be  paid  to  Jacob 
Tovvlei  ,  of  the  Montauk  tribe  of  indians  on  Uong-Ifland,  for  his 
trouble  in  going  to  the  Mohawk  and  Oneida  nations  of  indians* 
and  for  his  fervices  whilft  he  remained  amongft  them; 

That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  feveral  poffs,  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  be  defired  to  give  the  earlieft 
intelligence  they  can  of  every  important  occurrence  they  may  have 
notice  of,  refpedting  the  indians,  to  the  commiffioners,  or,  when 
they  are  not  in  the  way,  to  the  agent  for  indian  affairs  : 

T  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  and 
to  the  officers  at  all  the  polls  there,  to  treat  the  indians,  who  be¬ 
have  peaceably  and  inoffenlively,  with  kindnefs  and  civility,  and 
not  to  fuffer  them  to  be  ill -u fed  or  infulted  : 

fI  hat  400  dollars  be  paid  to  the  agent  for  indian  affairs,  in  the 
middle  department,  for  expenditures,  and  be  accounted  for  by  him: 

That  the  orders  drawn  by  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  on  the  committee  for  indian  affairs,  for 
£  1104  17  74,  Pennfylvania  currency,  and  for  £  73  o  9,  of  like 
money,  being  3141  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths,  the  coft  of  fundry 
merchandize  bought  by  the  agent  for  the  indians;  the  former  pay¬ 
able  to  James  Heron,  and  the  other  to  James  Heron  and  James 
Bavard,  be  accepted,  and  that  the  money  be  paid  by  the  treafurer 
of  the  United  States: 

That  a  talk  be  delivered  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Shaw- 
anefe  indians,  now  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  communicated  by  them 
to  their  nation,  in  thefe  words : 

“  The  United  States  of  America  to  their  brethren,  the  chiefs  and 

warriors  of  the  Shawanefe  nation. 

We  have  heard  from  you  by  Mr.  Morgan,  .our  agent,  and  are 
much  pleafed  with  your  reception  of  him  into  your  towns,  and 
with  your  anfwers  to  our  meffages  by  him.  We  expefl  that  you 
and  our  commiffioners  will  ffiortly  meet  in  council  at  Pittfburg, 
when  we  hope  our  old  fnendfhip  will  be  renewed,  and  fuch  a  peace 
eftabliffied  between  us,  as  will  laff  for  ever. 

Our  young  brothers,  Wenthifficia  and  Pellawa,  have  vifited 
their  white  brethren  here  in  company  with  Mr.  Morgan.  They 
can  tell  you,  that  we  keep  our  roads  clear  of  thorns  and  briars,  and 
open  for  all  our  indian  brethren,  who  think  proper  to  viiit  us.  Wc 
ffiall  always  be  pleafed  to  fee  our  brothers,  the  Shawanefe,  and  our 

brothers 
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brothers  of  every  other  Indian  nation.  We  wiffi  to  fee  fome  of 
their  wife  men  at  our  great  council-fire,  which  we  preferve  bright 
and  clear  for  all  nations.” 

As  it  may  be  a  means  of  conciliating  the  friendfhip  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  indians,  or  at  leaft  of  preventing  hoftilities  from  them,  in  fome 
rneafure,  to  affift  the  president  of  Dartmouth  college,  in  Nevv- 
Hampfhire,  in  maintaining  their  youth,  who  are  now  there  under 
his  tuition,  and  whom  the  revenues  of  the  college  are  not,  at  this 
time,  fufficient  to  fupport;  that,  for  this  purpofc,  500  dollars  be 
paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelock,  prefident  of  the  faid 
college. 

Refolved ,  That  the  adjutants  of  regiments,  in  the  continental 
army,  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  captains,  and  have  the 
rank  of  firft  lieutenants. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war,  and 
after  fome  time,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  poftponed. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecret  committee  fupply  the  ftate  of  New- 
Jerfey  with  one  ton  of  powder;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  September  20,  177 6. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Waftiington,  and  one  of  the 
13th  from  the  general  aftembly  of  Maftachufet’s  Bay,  inclofincr 
fundry  papers,  were  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  the  aftembly  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay 
be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  ftiall  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  lands  hereafter  to  be  granted  by  the  refohition  of  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  16th,  from  difpofmg  of  the  fame,  during  the  war : 

Refolved ,  That  Congrefs  will  not  grant  lands  to  any  perfon  or 
perfons,  claiming  under  the  affignment  of  an  officer  or  foldier. 

Ordered ,  That  the  medical  committee  forward  300  3b.  of  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  to  the  fouthern  department,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops 
there. 

Congrefs  re  fumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war,  which 
being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Refolved ,  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  the  following 
articles,  in  the  refpe&ive  armies  of  the  United  States,  the  rules 
and  articles  by  which  the  faid  armies  have  heretofore  been  o-0vern- 
ed  ftiall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  I. 

Art.  1.  That  every  officer  who  ftiall  be  retained  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  ftiall,  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  his  com- 
miffion,  fubfcribe  thefe  rules  and  regulations. 

^  2.  It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  officers  and  foldiers 

diligently  to  attend  divine  fervice:  And  all  officers  and  foldiers  who 
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AinU  behave  indecency  or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  wor- 
a  if  commiffioned  officers,  be  brought  before  a  general 
court  martial,  there  to  be  pubHcly  and  feverely  reprimanded  by 
tile  prehdent;  if  non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers,  every  per- 
fon  fo  offending  (hall  for  his  firft  offence,  forfeit  one  fixth  of  a  dol- 
lar  to  be  deduded  out  of  his  next  pay  ;  for  the  fecond  offence  he 
fliaH  not  only  forfeit  a  ike  a  fum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  and  for  every  l.ke  offence  (hall  fuffer  and  pay  in  like  man- 
ner;  vvh.ch  money  fo  forfeited  (hall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
lick  fiddlers  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

sirt.  3.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foMier  (hall 
uie  any  prophane  oath  or  execration,  ffiail  incur  the  penalties  ex¬ 
ploded  in  the  foregoing  article;  and  if  a  commiffioned  officer  be 
thus  gudty  of  prophane  curling  or  fwearing,  he  (ha!l  forfeit  and 
pay  for  each  and  every  fuch  offence  two  thirds  of  a  doflar. 

slrt.  4.  Every  chaplain  who  is  commiffioned  to  a  regiment 
company,  troop  or  garrifon,  and  (haH  abfent  himfelf  from  the  faid 
regiment,  company,  troop  or  garrifon,  (excepting  in  cafe  of  fick- 
nCl°  0l  ^cave  °f  ab fence)  fhall  be  brought  to  a  court  martial,  and 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month’s  pay,  befides  the  lofs  of  his  pay 

dining  his  abfencc,  or  be  difeharged,  as  the  faid  court  martial  fhall 
judge  molt  proper. 

SECTION  II. 

Art,  1.  .  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fhall  prefume  to  ufe  trai* 
terous  or  difrefpe&ful  words  again!!  the  authority  of  the  United 
S cates  in  Congieis  affembled,  or  the  legislature  of  any  of  the 
United  States  in  which  he  may  be  quartered,  if  a  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficer  he  fhall  be  cafhiered;  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier 
lie  final  1  fuffei  fuch  pumfhment  as  fhall  be  inih6ted  upon  him  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Att,  2.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  behave  himfelf  with 
contempt  or  difiefpect  towards  the  general,  or  other  commander 
in  chief  of  the  foices  of  the  United  States,  or  fhall  fpeak  words 
tending  to  his  hurt  or  diffionour,  fhall  be  punifhed  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  martial. 

Art .  3.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe 
01  join  111  any  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  troop,  company  or  regi¬ 
ment  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  troop  or  company  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  party,  poll:,  detach¬ 
ment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or 
fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a  court  martial  ffiall  be  inflided. 

Art.  4.  Any  officer,  non-commiffioned  pfficer  or  foldier,  who 
being  prefent  at  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  does  not  life  his  utmoft 
endeavour  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  intended  mutiny,  does  not  without  delay  give  information 
thereof  to  his  commanding  officer,  fhall  be  punifhed  by  a  court 
martial  with  death,  or  otherwife,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence.  jrf.  5, 
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Art.  5.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  ffiall  ftrike  his  fuperior  of¬ 
ficer,  or  draw,  or  fball  lift  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence 
againft  him,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever,  or  ffiall  difobey  any  lawful  command  of  his  fuperior  of¬ 
ficer,  ffiall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  puniffiment  as  ffiall,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  infli&ed  upon  him  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court  martial. 

SECTION  III. 

Art .  1.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  ffiall 
inlift  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  ftiall  at  the  time 
of  his  fo  inlifting,  or  within  fix  days  afterwards,  have  the  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  read  to  him, 
and  ffiall,  by  the  officer  who  inlifted  him,  or  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  troop  or  company  into  which  he  was  inlifted,  be 
taken  before  the  next  juftice  of  the  peace,  or  chief  magiftrate  of 
any  city  or  town  corporate,  not  being  an  officer  of  the  army,  or 
where  recourfe  cannot  be  had  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  before  the 
judge  advocate,  and  in  his  prefence  ffiall  take  the  following  oath, 
or  affirmation,  if  confciencioufiy  fcrupulous  about  taking  an  oath. 

Ifwear  or  affirm  [as  the  cafe  may  be]  to  be  true  to  the  United 
States  of  America ,  and  to  ferve  them  honeftly  and  faithfully  againjl 
all  their  eneirrtes  or  oppofers  'whatfoever ;  and  to  obferye  and  obey  the 
orders  of  the  Continental  Cong  refs,  and  the  orders  of  the  general. s  and 
officers  fet  over  me  by  them. 

Which  juftice  or  magiftrate  is  to  give  the  officer  a  certificate 
fignifying  that  the  man  inlifted  did  take  the  laid  oath  or  affirmation! 

Art .  2.  After  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  have 
been  duly  inlifted  and  fworn,  he  ffiall  not  be  difmiffed  the  fervice 
without  a  difcharge  in  writing;  and  no  difcharge  granted  to  him 
ffiall  be  allowed  of  as  fufficient,  which  is  not  fignetl  by  a  field  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  regiment  into  which  he  was  inlifted,  or  commanding 
officer,  where  no  field  officer  of  the  regiment  is  in  the  lame  ftate.^ 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  IV. 

Art.  1,  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop  or  com¬ 
pany,  ffiall,  upon  the  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of 
mufters,  or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  regiment,  troop 
or  company  under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for 
their  beina  muftered. 

D 

Art*  2.  Every  colonel,  or  other  held  officer  commanding  the 
legiment,  troop  or  company,  ana  actually  refidmg  with  it,  may 
give  furloughs  to  non-commiffioncd  officers  and  foldiers,  in  fuch 
numbers  and  for  fo  long  a  time  as  he  ffiall  judge  to  be  mo’ll  confiit- 
ent  with  the  good  of  the  fervice;  but  no  non-commiffioned  officer 
or  foldier  ffiall  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or  inferior  officer  command¬ 
ing  the  troop  or  company  (his  field  officer  net  beinff  prefent )  be 
abfent  above  twenty  days  in  fix  months,  nor  ffiall  more  than  two 
private  men  be  abfent  at  the  fame  time  from  their  troop  or  com¬ 
pany.. 
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pany,  excepting  fome  extraordinary  occafion  fhall  require  it,  of 
which  occalion  the  held  officer  prefent  with,  and  commanding  the 
regiment  is  to  be  the  judge. 

Art .  3.  At  every  mufter  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi¬ 
ment,  troop  or  company  there  prefent  fhall  give  to  the  commiffary 
certificates  figned  by  himfelf,  iignifying  how  long  fuch  officers, 
who  fhall  not  appear  at  the  faid  mufter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the 
reafon  of  their  abfence  ;  in  like  manner  the  commanding  officer  of 
every  troop  or  company  fhall  give  certificates,  fignifying  the  rea- 
fons  ot  the  abfence  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  private 
foldiers  ;  which  reafons  and  time  of  abfence  fhall  be  inferted  in  the 
mufter  rolls  oppofite  to  the  names  of  the  refpe&ive  abfent  officers 
and  foldiers :  The  faid  certificates  fhall,  together  with  the  mufter 
rolls,  be  remitted  by  the  commiffary  to  the  Congrefs  as  fpeedily  as 
the  diftance  of  place  will  admit. 

Art.  4.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  convifted  before  a  general 
court-martial  of  having  iigned  a  falfe  certificate,  relating  to  the 
abfence  of  either  officer  or  private  foldicr,  fhall  be  cafhiered. 

Art .  5.  Every  officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  mufter 
of  man  or  horfe,  and  every  officer  or  commiffary  who  fhall  willing¬ 
ly  fign,  direct,  or  allow  the  figning  of  the  mufter  rolls,  wherein 
fuch  falfe  mufter  is  contained,  fhall  upon  proof  made  thereof  by 
two  witneffes  before  a  general  court  martial,  be  cafhiered,  and 
fhall  be  thereby  utterly  difabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office  or  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  ferviceofthe  United  States. 

Art.  6.  Any  commiffary  who  fhall  be  convicted  of  having  ta¬ 
ken  money  or  any  other  thing  by  way  of  gratification  on  the  rnuf- 
tering  any  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  on  the  figning  the 
mufter  roils,  fhall  be  difplaced  from  his  office,  and  fhall  be  there¬ 
by  utterly  difabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office  or  employment  under 
the  United  States. 

Art.  7.  Any  officer  who  fhall  prefume  to  mufter  any  perfon  as 
a  foldicr  who  is  at  other  times  accuftomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who 
does  not  a&ually  do  his  duty  as  a  foldier,  fhall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
having  made  a  falfe  mufter,  and  fhall  fuffer  accordingly. 

SECTION  V. 

Art.  1.  Every  officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  return 
to  the  Congrefs,  or  any  committee  thereof,  to  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces  ofthe  United  States,  or  to  any  his  fuperior  of¬ 
ficer  author ifed  to  call  for  fuch  returns,  of  the  ftate  of  the  regiment, 
troop  or  company,  or  garrifon,  under  his  command,  or  of  arms> 
ammunition,  clothing,  or  other  ftures  thereunto  belonging,  fhall 
by  a  court  martial  be  cafhiered. 

Art.  2.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment,  troop  or 
independent  company,  or  garrifon  of  the  United  States,  fhall,  in 
the  beginning  of  every  month,  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 

the  American  forces  and  to  the  Congrefs,  an  exad  return  of  the 

ftate 
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Hate  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garrifon 
tinder  his  command,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  officers  not  then 
refiding  at  their  pods,  and  the  reafon  for,  and  time  of,  their 
abfence  :  Whoever  ffiall  be  con vi&ed  of  having,  through  neglect 
or  defign,  omitted  the  fending  fitch  returns,  ffiall  be  puniffied 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  crime,  by  the  judgment  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  court  martial. 

SECTION  VI. 

Art.  1.  All  officers  and  foldiers,  who  having  received  pay, 
or  having  been  duly  inlifled  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
ffiall  be  convicted  of  having  deferted  the  fame,  ffiall  fuffer  death, 
or  fuch  other  puniffiment  as  by  a  court  martial  ffiall  be  infiicffed. 

Art.  2.  Any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  who  ffiall, 
without  leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  abfent  himfelf  from 
his  troop  or  company,  or  from  any  detachment  with  which  he 
ffiall  be  commanded,  ffiall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be  pun¬ 
iffied  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence  at  the  diicretion  of  a 
court  martial. 

Art.  3.  No  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  inli(l  him¬ 
felf  in  any  other  regiment,  troop  or  company,  without  a  regular 
difeharge  from  the  regiment,  troop  or  company,  in  which  he  laffi 
ferved,  on  the  penalty  of  being  reputed  a  deferter,  and  fuffering 
accordingly :  And  in  cafe  any  officer  ffiall  knowingly  receive  and 
entertain  fuch  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  or  ffiall  not, 
after  his  being  difeovered  to  be  a  deferter,  immediately  confine 
him,  and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  corps  in  which  he  laft  ferved, 
he,  the  faid  officer  fo  offending,  ffiall  by  a  court  martial  be  ca- 
ffiiered. 

Art.  4.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  be  convi&ed  of 
having  advifed  or  perfuaded  any  other  officer  or  foldier  to  defevt 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  ffiall  fuffer  fuch  puniffiment  as 
ffiall  be  inflieffed  upon  him  by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

SECTION  VII. 

Art.  1.  No  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  ufe  any  reproachful  or  pro- 
yoking  fpeeches  or  geftures  to  another,  upon  pain,  if  an  officer, 
of  being  put  in  arreft  ;  if  a  foldier,  imprifoned,  and  of  affiing  par¬ 
don  of  the  party  offended,  in  the  prefence  of  his  commandin  QT  of¬ 
ficer.  ,  "•  6 

Art.  2.  No  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  prefume  to  fend  a  challenge 
to  any  other  officer  or  foldier,  to  fight  a  duel,  upon  pain,  if  a 
commiffioned  officer,  of  being  caffiiered,  if  a  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficer  or  foldier,  offuffering  corporal  puniffiment,  at  the  diferetion 
of  a  court-martial. 


Art.  3.  If  any  commiffioned  or  non-commiffioned  officer  com¬ 
manding  a  guard,  ffiall  knowingly  and  willingly  fuffer  any  perfon 
whatfoever  to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  he  ffiall  be  puniffied  as  a 
challenger .  And  hkewife  all  feconds,  promoters,  and  carriers  of 
Vql.  II.  A  3  challcrte 
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challenges,  in  order  to  duels  lhall  be  deemed  as  principals,  and  be 
pumfhed  accordingly.  1  * 

Art.  4.  / ,11  officers  of  what  condition  foever  have  power  to 

pait  an  que  al  quarrels,  frays,  and  diforders,  though  the  per- 
fons  concerned  ffiould  belong  to  another  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
paiiy;  and  either  to  order  officers  into  arreft  or  non-commiffioncd 
officers  or  foldiers  to  pr, fon,  till  their  proper  fuperior  officers  lhall 
be  acquainted  therewith ;  and  whofoever  lhall  refufe  to  obey  fuch 
o.ucr  (  hougli  ol an  inferior  rank)  or  lhall  draw  his  fword  upon 
in,  .  ,all  nc  pumlhed  at  the  difcrction  of  a  general  court  martial. 

r  r  ,  ,!“*■  officei  or  foldier  lhall  upbraid  another  for 

refufing  a  challenge  (hall  himfelf  be  puniffied  as  a  challenger; 
and  all  officers  and  fold.ers  are  hereby  difcharged  of  any  difgrace 
or  opinion  of  d.ladvantage,  which  might  arife  from  their  having 
refilled  to  accept  of  challenges,  as  they  will  only  have  afled  in  o- 
bedience  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  done  their  duty  as  good 
ioldiers,  who  fubje£l  themfelves  to  difeipline.  6  • 

SECTION  VIII. 

Art.  I.  No  futtler  lhall  be  permitted  to  fell  any  kind  of  liquors 

or  viftuals,  or  to  keep  their  houfes  or  ffiops  open,  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  foldieis,  after  nine  at  night,  or  before  the  beating  of 
the  reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine  fervice  or  fermon, 
on  the  penalty  of  being  difmifled  from  all  future  futtling. 

Art.  2.  All  officers,  foldiers  and  Puttiers,  (hall  have  full  liber¬ 
ty  to  bring  into  any  of  the  forts  or  garrifons  of  the  United  Ameri¬ 
can  States,  any  quantity  01  fpecics  of  provilions,  eatable  or  drink¬ 
able,  except  where  any  contra#  or  contrails  arc  or  lhall  be  enter¬ 
ed  into  by  Congrefs,  or  by  their  order,  for  furnilhing  fuch  provi- 
fions,  and  with  refpeft  only  to  the  fpecies  of  provifions  fo  contrac- 
ted  for. 

Art.  3.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  forts,  barracks,  or 
garrifons  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  required  to  fee, ’that 
the  perfons  permitted  to  futtle  (hall  fupply  the  foldiers  with’good 
and  wholefome  provifions  at  the  market  price,  as  they  fhall  be  an- 
iwerable  for  their  negleft. 

Art.  4.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  of  the  garrifons,  forts, 
or  barracks  of  the  United  States,  fhall  either  themfelves  exa&  ex¬ 
orbitant  prices  for  houfes  or  flails  let  out  to  futtlers,  or  fhall  con¬ 
nive  at  the  like  exactions  in  others ;  nor  by  their  own  authority, 
and  for  their  private  advantage,  fhall  they  lay  any  duty  or  imposi¬ 
tion  upon,  or  be  interefted  in  the  fale  of  fuch  viduals,  liquors  or 
other  neccfTaries  of  life,  which  are  brought  into  thegarrifon,  fc.rt, 
or  barracks,  for  the  life  of  the  foldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being 
difcharged  from  the  fervice. 

SECTION  IX. 

Art.  1.  Every  officer  commanding  in  quarters,  garrifons,  or 
on  a  march,  (hall  keep  good  order,  and  to  the  utmoil  of  his  pow¬ 
er 
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ev  redrefs  all  fuch  abufes  or  diforders  which  may  be  committed  by 
any  officer  or  foldier  under  his  command  ;  if  upon  complaint  made 
to  him  of  officers  or  folcjiers  beating  orothervvife  ill  treating  any 
perfon  •  of  disturbing  fairs  or  markets,  or  of  committing  any  kind 
of  riots  to  the  difquieting  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  States; 
lie  the  (aid  commander,  who  (hall  refufe  or  omit  to  fee  juftice  done 
on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  made  to  tne  party  or 
parties  injured,  as  far  as  part  of  the  offender  s  pay  fhall  enable  him 
or  them,  fhall  upon  proof  thereof  be  punifhed  by  a  general  court 
martial,  as  if  he  himfelf  had  committed  the  crimes  or  diforders 

complained  of. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  X. 

Art*  i.  Whenever  any  officer  or  foldier  fhall  be  accufed  of  a 
capital  crime,  or  of  having  ufed  violence,  or  committed  any  of¬ 
fence  againfl  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  good  people  of  any  of 
the  United  American  States,  fuch  as  is  punifhable  by  the  known 
laws  of  the  land,  the  commanding  officer  and  officers  of  every  regi¬ 
ment,  troop,  or  party,  to  which  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  accufed 
fhall  belong,  are  hereby  required,  upon  application  duly  made  by 
or  in  behalf  of  the  party  or  parties  injured,  to  life  his  utmofl  endea¬ 
vours  to  deliver  over  fuch  accufed  perfon  or  perfons  to  the  civil 
magiflrate  ;  and  likewife  to  be  aiding  and  affiflmg  to  the  officers  of 
juflice  in  apprehending  and  fecuring  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  ac¬ 
cufed,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  a  trial.  If  any  commanding 
officer  or  officers  fhall  wilfully  negleft  or  fhall  refufe,  upon  the 
application  aforefaid,  to  deliver  over  fuch  accufed  perfon  or  per¬ 
fons  to  the  civil  magiflrates,  or  to  be  aiding  and  affifling  to  the 
officers  of  juflice  in  apprehending  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  the  of¬ 
ficer  or  officers  fo  offending  fhall  be  cafhiered. 

Art.  2.  No  officer  fhall  protedl  any  perfon  from  his  creditors 
on  the  pretence  of  his  being  a  foldier,  nor  any  non-commifiioned 
officer  or  foldier  who  does  not  actually  do  all  duties  as  fuch,  and 
no  farther  than  is  allowed  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  bearing 
date  the  26th  day  of  December,  1775  :  Any  officer  offending 
herein,  being  convicted  thereof  before  a  court  martial,  fhall  be 
cafhiered. 

SECTION  XI. 

Art .  1.  If  any  officer  fhall  think  himfelf  to  be  wronged  by  his 
colonel  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  fhall  upon 
due  application  made  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  redreffed,  he  may 
complain  to  the  general,  commanding  in  chief  the  forces  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  obtain  juflice,  who  is  hereby  required  to 
examine  into  the  faid  complaint,  and  either  by  himfelf  or  the  board 
of  war,  to  make  report  to  Congrefs  thereupon,  in  order  to  receive 
further  directions. 

Art .  2.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  foldier  fhall  think  himfelf 
Vyronged  by  his  captain,  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or 
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comim  V  "  ^C  l  le  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the. 

fumm  1B®  ?“Cer.°^t  le  reglment,  who  is  hereby  required  to 
non  a  regimental  court  martial,  for  the  doing  iuftice  to  the 
i  plainant  ;  from  which  regimental  court  martial  either  party 

m  Ini'  nf“-rkS  h,mfdf  1  111  Wred’  aP?eal  a  g«««al  court 

to  h  '  R  ,f’  U,p011  3  f?nd  hearing>  the  appeal  fhall  appear 
to  be  vexatious  and  groundlefs,  the  perlon  fo  appealing  ffiall  be 

pumfhed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  general  coutt  martifl 

SECTION  XII. 

.*  *•  hatfoever  commiffioned  officer,  ftore  keener  or 

'old  7  tP  ’  7al1  l>e  Convifled  at  3  general  court  martial  of  having 
fo  d  (w.thout  a  proper  order  for  that  purpofe)  embezzled,  mifap* 

P  ed,  or  wilfully,  or  through  negleft,  fuffered  any  of  the  provi- 

011s,  fo.age,  arms,  cloathmg,  ammunition,  or  other  military 

lores  be'onging  to  the  United  States,  to  be  fpoiled  or  damaged, 

aid  officer,  itore  keeper,  or  commiffary  fo  offending,  lhall, 

°,7"  charge’  mnke  good  the  lofs  or  damage,  lhall  moreover 
lorfeit  all  his  pay  and  be  difmiffed  from  the  fervice. 

Art.  2.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  (hall  be 
convicted  at  a  regimental  court  martial  of  having  fold,  or  defign- 
edly,  or  through  negleft,  wafted  the  ammunition  delivered  out  to 
him  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  ffiall,  if  a 
non-commiffioned  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  private  centinel,  and 
liall  befides.  fuller  corporal  puniffiment,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a 
private  centinel  fo  offending,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  regimental 

sht.  3.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  who  ffiall 
be  convicted  at  a  court  martial  of  having  fold,  loft  or  fpoiled 
through  negleft,  his  horfe,  arms,  clothes  or  accoutrements,  ffiall’ 
undergo  fuch  weekly  ftoppages  (not  exceeding  the  half  of  his  pay  ) 
as  a  court  martial  (hall  judge  fufficient  for  repairing  the  lofs  or  da- 

inagc  ;  and  ffiall  fuffer  imprifonment,  or  fuch  other  corporal  pun- 
llhment  as  his  crime  ffiall  dcferve. 

Jrt.  4.  Every  officer  who  ffiall  be  convided  at  a  court  martial 
o.  having  embezzled  ormifapplied  any  money  with  which  he  may 
have  been  intruded  for  the  payment  of  the  men  under  his  command, 

01  foi  enliding  men  into  the  fervice,  if  a  commiffioned  officer  ffiall 
be  caffiiercd  and  compelled  to  refund  the  money,  if  a  non-com- 
iniffioncd  officer  ffiall  be  reduced  to  ferve  in  the  ranks  as  a  private 
foldici,  be  put  under  doppages  until  the  money  be  made  good, 

und  ^h  corporal  puniffiment  (not  extending  to  life  or  limb) 
as  the  court  martial  ffiall  think  fit. 

Art.  5.  Every  captain  of  a  troop  or  company,  is  charged 
with  the  arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition,  clothing  or  other 
warlike  dorcs  belonging  to  the  troop  or  company  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  for  to  his  colonel,  in  cafe  of 
their  being  lod,  fpoiled  or  damaged,  not  ])y  unavoidable  accb 
dents,  or  on  a&ual  fervice.  SECTION 


hwfliii33RK3r%8j 


f\ 


September,  i  7  7<5.  373 

/  . 

SECTION  XIII. 

Art.  1.  All  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fhall 
be  found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from 
their  commanding  officer,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  puniffiment  as  fhall  be 
iniiidled  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 

Art.  2.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  lie  out  of  his  quarters,  garri- 
fon  or  camp,  without  leave  from  his  fuperior  officer,  upon  penalty 
of  being  pumfhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  3.  Every  non  commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  fhall  retirfc 
to  his  quarters  or  tent  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat  ;  in  default  of 
which,  he  fhall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
by  the  commanding  officer. 

Art.  4.  No  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  foldier,  fhall 
fail  of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  of  exer- 
cife,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  his  commanding  officer,  if 
not  prevented  by  ficknefs,  or  fome  other  evident  neceffity  ;  or  fhall 
go  from  the  faid  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  without 
leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  dif- 
miffed  or  relieved,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  5.  Whatever  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  found  drunk 
on  his  guard,  party,  or  other  duty  under  arms,  fhall  be  cafhiered 
for  it ;  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  offending,  fhall 
fuffer  fuch  corporal  pnnifhment  as  fhall  be  infiidfed  by  the  fentence 
of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  6.  Whatever  centinel  fhall  be  found  fleeping  upon  his 
poll,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  relieved,  fhall  fuf¬ 
fer  death,  or  fuch  other  puniffiment  as  fhall  be  infli&ed  by  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  7  No  foldier  belonging  to  any  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
pany,  fhall  hire  another  to  do  hia  duty  for  him,  or  be  excufed 
from  duty,  but  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  difability  or  leave  of  abfence  ; 
and  every  fuch  foldier  found  guilty  of  hiring  his  duty,  as  alfo  the 
party  fo  hired  to  do  another’s  duty,  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  next 
regimental  court  martial. 

Art .  8.  And  every  non-commiffioned  officer  conniving  at  fuch 
hiring  of  duty  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  reduced  for  it;  and  every 
commiffioned  officer,  knowing  and  allowing  of  fuch  ill  practices  in 
the  fervice,  fhall  be  punifhed  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

Art.  9.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  forces  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  who,  by  difeharging  of  fire  arms, 
drawing  of  fwords,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means 
whatfoever,  fhall  occafion  falfe  alarms  in  camp,  garrifon,  or  quar¬ 
ters,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  puniffiment  as  fhall  be  order¬ 
ed  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art . 


* 


c.eFitv'  I0"  vtny  °®CC1'  or  who  fliall,  without  urgent  ne- 

ceffi  y  °r  without  the  leave  of  his  fuperior  officer,  quit  his  platoon 

or  division,  (hall  be  punifhed  armrrl ;no.  ,1  — 

bv  r  ♦  c  ^  e  l  accorcilng  to  the  nature  of  his  offence 
by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

who  h  ’I1#  °^eer  01  foldier  fliall  do  violence  to  any  perfon 
who  brings  provihons  or  other  necefTanVq  tn  ;  -r 

mm-fpro  1 1  c  c  ,  TT  .  liaxics  to  the  camp,  garnfon  or 

quarters  of  the  forces  of  the  United  Statrc  a  ■  & 

of  (hid  •  r  ,  ,  u  orates  employed  in  parts  out 

ftates,  on  pain  of  death,  or  fuch  other  puniffiment  as  a 
court  martial  (hall  dire&.  pununment  as  a 

before' tl, l’,  Whatf°Tr  °®cf,r  0r  fo]dl'er  (lla11  miibehave  himfelf 
ffifch.i  ’l7’,.0/  fl,fmeful!y  aba^on  any  poll  committed  to 

Lll  fufffr  dea'th!  "'0rd3  °therS  t0  do  lhe  like> 

Art.  13.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fliall  miffiehave  himfelf 
be  ore  the  enemy,  and  run  away,,  or  ffiamcfully  abandon  any  fort 
po  ,  or  guaid,  which  he  or  they  (hall  be  commanded  to  defend, 
or  fpeak  words. inducing  others  to  do  the  like;  or  who,  after  vic- 
tory,  fliall  quit  Ins  commanding  officer,,  or  poft,  to  plunder  and 
pillage.  Every  fuch  offender,  being  duly  eonvifted  thereof,  fliall 
be  reputed  a  dtfobeyer  of  military  orders  ;  and  fliall  fuffer  death  or 

ueh  other  puniffiment  as  by  a  general  court  martial  fliall  be  in- 
metea  on  him. 

Art.  14.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
btates,  who  fliall  caff  away  his  arms  and  ammunition,  fliall  fuffer 
death,  or  lucli  other  puniffiment  as  fliall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence 
of  a  general  court  martial. 


Art.  15.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
btates,  who  fhall  make  known  the  watch-word  to  any  perfon  who 
is  not  entitled  to  receive  it  according  to  the  rules  and  difeipline  of 
war,  or  fhall  prefume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch-word  different  from 
what  he  received,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as 
Ihall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

ArU  16.  All  officers  and  foldiers  are  to  behave  themfelves  or- 
derJy  in  quarters,  and  on  their  march;  and  whofoever  fliall  com¬ 
mit  any  waflre  or  fpoil,  either  in  walks  of  trees,  parks,  warrens, 
fim-ponds,  houfes  or  gardens,  corn-fields,  enclofures  or  meadows, 
or  Ihall  malicioufly  deftroy  any  property  whatfoever  belonging  to 
the  good  people  of  tlie  United  States,  unlefs  by  order  of  the  thqia 
commander  111  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  faid  ftates  to  annoy  rebels 
or  other  enemies  in  arms  againft  faid  ftates,  he  or  they  that  fhall 
be  found  guilty  of  offending  herein,  fliall  (befides  fuch  penalties, 
as  they  are  liable  to  by  law)  be  punifhed  according,  to  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  regimental  or 
general  court  martial. 

Art.  17.  Whofoevcr  belonging  to  the  forces- of  the  United 
States  employed  in  foreign  parts  fhall  force  a  fafe  guard,  fliall 
fuffer  death. 
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Art.  i,8.  Whofoever  fhall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  vic¬ 
tuals,  or  ammunition,  or  fhall  knowingly  harbour  or  protect  an 
enemy,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punilhment  as  by  a  court 
martial  /hall  be  in  fluffed. 

Jrt.  19.  Whofoever  fhall  be  convicted  of  holding  correfpond- 
ence  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a 
Court  martial  fhall  be  inflicted. 

ArU  20.  All  public  ffores  taken  in  the  enemy’s  camp,  towns, 
forts  or  magazines,  whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloathing, 
forage,  or  proviftons,  fhall  be  fecured  for  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States;  for  the  negleCl  of  which  the  commanders  in  chief  are  to 
be  anfwerable. 

Art.  21.  If  any  officer  or  foldier  fliaJl  leave  his  pofl  or  colours 
to  go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  fhall,  upon  being  conviCled  thereof 
before  a  general  court  martial,  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifh¬ 
ment  as  by  a  court  martial  fhall  be  infliCled. 

Art .  22.  If  any  commander  of  any  garrifon,  fortrefs  or  poft, 
fhall  be  compelled  by  the  officers  or  foldiers  under  his  command  to 
give  up  to  the  enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commiffioned  officers, 
non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers  who  fhall  be  convi&ed  of  hav¬ 
ing  fo  offended,  fliali  fuffer  death  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall 
be  inflieffed  upqn  them  by  the  fcntence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  23.  All  futtlers  and  retainers  to  a  camp,  and  all  perfons 
whatfoever  ferving  with  the  armies  of  the  United  States  in  the  field, 
though  no  inliiled  foldiers,  are  to  be  fubjedl  to  orders,  according 
to  the  rules  and  difeipline  of  war. 

Art .  24.  Officers  having  brevets,  or  commiffions  of  a  prior  date 
to  thofe  of  the  regiment  in  which  they  now  ferve,  may  take  place 
in  courts  martial  and  on  detachments,  when  compofed  of  different 
corps,  according  to  the  ranks  given  them  in  their  brevets  or  dates 
of  their  former  commiffions;  but  in  the  regiment,  troop  or  com¬ 
pany  to  which  fuch  brevet  officers  and  thofe  who  have  commiffions 
of  a  prior  date  do  belong,  they  fhall  do  duty  and  take  rank  both  on 
courts  martial  and  on  detachments  which  fhall  be  compofed  only 
of  their  own  corps  according  to  the  commiffions  by  which  they  arc 
muflered  in  the  laid  corps. 

Art .  25.  If  upon  marches,  guards,  or  in  quarters,  different 
corps  fhall  happen  to  join  or  do  duty  together,  the  eldefl  officer 
by  commiffion  there,  on  duty,  or  in  quarters,  fhall  command  the 
whole,  and  give  out  orders  for  what  is  needful  to  the  fervice-  re¬ 
gard  being  always  had  to  the  feveral  ranks  of  thofe  corps,  and  the 
pods  they  ufually  occupy. 

Art.  26.  And  in  like  manner  alfo,  if  any  regiments,  troops  or 
detachments  of  horfe  or  foot  fhall  happen  to  march  with,  or  be 
encamped  or  quartered  with  any  bodies  or  detachments  of  other 
..oops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the  eldefl  officer,  with¬ 
out 
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°”t  iefpe&  to  corps,  fhall  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
whole,  and  give  the  neceffary  orders  to  the  fervice. 

SECTION  XIV. 

Jlrt.  i.  A  general  court  martial  in  the  United  States  fhall  not 
con  flit  of  lefs  than  thirteen  commiffioned  officers,  and  the  prefident 
of  fuch  court  martial  fliall  not  be  the  commander  in  chief  or  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  garrifon  where  the  offender  fhall  be  tried  nor  be 
under  the  degree  of  a  field  officer. 

^r}\  2'  A  h<;  members  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts 
martial  mail,  when  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  fame 
rank  which  they  hold  in  the  army  ;  but  when  courts  martial  fhall 
be  compofed  of  officers  of  one  corps,  they  fhall  take  their  ranks  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dates  of  the  commiffions,  by  which  they  are  muf- 
tered  in  the  faid  corps. 

Art.  3.  The  judge  advocate  general,  or  fome  perfon  deputed 
by  him,  fhall  profecute  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica ;  and  in  trials  of  offenders  by  general  courts  martial,  admi- 
nifterto  each  member  the  following  oaths: 

1  ou,  /ball  well  and  truly  try  and  determine,  according  to  your  evi¬ 
dence,  the  matter  now  before  you,  between  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  prifoners  to  be  tried.  So  help  you  God. 

2  ou  A.  B.  dofwear.  That  you  will  duly  ad7uinifier  jujlice  accor- 
ding  to  the  rules  a?id  articles  for  the  better  govern?nent  of  the  forces 
oj  the  United  States  of  America,  without  partiality ,  favour,  or  af- 
fedion  ;  and  if  any  doubt  fall  arife,  which  is  ?iot  explaitied  by  the 
faid  articles,  according  to  your  confcience,  the  bef  of  your  underfa?i- 
ding,  and  tbe  cufom  of  war  in  the  like  cafes.  And  you  do  further 
fwear,  that  you  will  not  divulge  the  fcntence  of  the  court,  until  it 
fall  be  approved  of  by  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief;  neither 
will  you,  upon  any  account,  at  ajiy  time  whatfoever,  difclofe  or  dif- 
cover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  particular  member  of  the  court  martial, 
v.nlefs  required  to  give  evidence  thereof  as  a  witnefs  by  a  court  of juf 
tice,  in  a  due  courfe  of  law.  So  help  you  God. 

And  as  foon  as  the  faid  oath  fhall  have  been  adminiftered  to  the 
refpedlive  members,  the  prefident  of  the  court  fhall  adminifter  to 
the  judge  advocate,  or  perfon  officiating  as  fuch,  an  oath  in  the 
following  words  : 

Tou  A.  B.  do  fwear,  That  you  will  not  upon  any  account,  at  any 
time  whatjoever ,  difclofe  or  difeever  the  vote  or  cpi?iion  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  member  of  the  court  ?uartial,  unlefs  required  to  give  evidence 
thereof,  as  a  witnefs ,  by  a  court  of  jujlice ,  in  a  due  courfe  of  law. 

So  help  you  God. 

Art.  4.  All  the  members  of  a  court  martial  are  to  behave 
with  calmnefs  and  decency  ;  and  in  the  giving  of  their  votes,  are 
to  begin  with  the  youngeft  in  commiffion. 

Art.  5.  All  perfons  who  give  evidence  before  a  general  court 
martial,  are  to  be  examined  upon  oath;  and  no  fentcnce  of  death 
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jfoa]]  be  given  again  ft  any  offender  by  any  general  court  martial, 
unlefs  two  thirds  of  the  officers  prefen  t  (hall  concur  therein. 

Art.  6.  All  perfons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  caufe,  be¬ 
fore  a  court  martial,  who  ffiall  refufe  to  give  evidence,  fhall  be 
punifhed  for  fuch  refufal,  at  the  diferetion  of  fuch  court  martial  : 
The  oath  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  following  form,  viz. 

You  Jwear  the  evidence  you  Jloall  give  in  the  caufe  now  in  hearings 
jljall  he  the  truth ,  the  whole  truths  and  nothing  hut  the  truth .  So 
help  jou  God . 

Art .  7.  No  field  officer  fhall  be  tried  by  any  perfon  under  the 
degree  of  a  captain  ;  nor  fhall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried 
on  excepting  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  of 
three  in  the  afternoon,  except  in  cafes  which  require  an  immediate 
example. 

Art*  8.  No  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial  fhall  be  put  in 
execution,  till  after  a  report  fhall  be  made  of  the  whole  proceed¬ 
ings  to  Congrefs,  or  to  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  and  their  or  his  directions  be  fignified. 
thereupon. 

Art .  9.  For  the  more  equitable  decifion  of  difputes  which  may 
arife  between  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  different  corps,  it 
is  hereby  directed.  That  the  courts  martial  fhall  be  equally  com- 
pofed  of  officers  belonging  to  the  corps  in  which  the  parties  in 
queftion  do  then  ferve  ;  and  that  the  prefidents  ffiall  be  taken  by 
turns,  beginning  with  that  corps  which  ffiall  be  eldeft  in  rank. 

Art .  10.  The  eommimoned  officers  of  every  regiment  may  by 
the  appointment  of  their  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  re¬ 
gimental  courts  martial  for  the  enquiring  into  fuch  difputes,  or 
criminal  matters,  as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the  inflicting 
corporal  puniffiments  for  final  1  offences,  and  ffiall  give  judgment 
by  the  majority  of  voices  ;  but  no  fentence  ffiall  be  executed  till 
the  commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  court  martial) 
or  the  commandant  of  the  garrifon,  ffiall  have  confirmed  the  fame. 

Art.  11.  No  regimental  court  maitial  fhall  conlift  of  lefs  than 
five  officers,  excepting  in  cafes  where  that  number  cannot  conve¬ 
niently  be  affembled,  when  three  may  be  iufficient ;  who  are  like- 
wife  to  determine  upon  the  fentence  by  the  majority  of  voices  ; 
which  fentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment,  not  being  a  member  of  the  court  martial. 

Art .  12.  Every  officer  commanding  in  any  of  the  forts,  bar¬ 
racks,  or  eifewhere,  where  the  corps  under  his  command  confifts 
of  detachments  from  different  regiments,  or  of  independant  com¬ 
panies,  may  affemble  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  offenders  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  they  were  regimental,  whofe  fentence  is  not 
to  be  executed  until  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by  the  faid  commanding 
officer. 
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Art.  13  No  commiffioned  officer  lhall  be  caffiiered  or  difmif. 
led  from  the  fervice,  excepting  by  an  order  from  the  Consrefs, 
or  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial  ;  but  non-commif- 
imned  officers  may  be  d.fcharged  as  private  foldiers,  and,  by  the 
order  of  the  eolone  of  the  regiment,  or  by  the  fentence  of  a  regi¬ 
mental  court  martial,  be  reduced  to  private  centinels 

Art.  14.  No  perfon- whatever  lhall  ufe  menacing  words,  figns, 
01  geftures,  in  the  prefence  of  a  court  martial  when  fitting,  or  (hall 
caufe  any  d, (order  or  not  fo  as  to  difturb  their  proceedings,  on 

martial  ^  g  pUm'hed  at  the  d^etion  of  the  faid  court 

.  ■  *5"  ,.T"  the  c"d  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  juftice, 

it  is  hereby  directed,  That  whenever  any  officer  or  foldier  lhall 
commit  a  crime  deferring  puniftment,  he  lhall,  by  his  command¬ 
ing  officer  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arreft ;  if  a  non-commiffioned 
officer  or  fold, er  be  imprifoned  till  he  IT, all  be  either  tried  by  a 
court  martial,  or  lhall  be  lawfully  difeharged  by  a  proper  authori¬ 
se/.  1 6.  No  officer  or  foldier  who  lhall  be  put  in  arreft  or  im- 
priionment,  lhall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eiVht 

days,  or  till  fuch  time  as  a  court  martial  can  be  conveniently^- 
lembied.  1 

Art,  1 7.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-martial, 
ihall  refule  to  receive,  or  keep  any  prifoner  committed  to  his 
charge,  by  any  officer  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
btates ;  which  officer  lhall,  at  the  fame  time,  deliver  an  account 

in  writing,  hgned  by  himfelf,  of  the  crime  with  which  the  faid 
prifoner  is  charged. 

Art.  18.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provoft-martial, 
mail  pretume  to  releale  any  prifoner  committed  to  his  charge 
without  proper  authority  for  fo  doing  ;  nor  ffiall  he  fuffer  any  pH- 

foner  to  efcape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  puniffied  for  it  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court  martial.  ,  J 

Art.  19.  Every  officer  or  provoft-martial  to  whofe  charge 
prifoners  ffiall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  fuch  commitment,  or  as  foon  as  he  ffiall  be  reliev¬ 
ed  from  his  guaid,  to  give  in  writing  to  the  colonel  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  to  whom  the  prifoner  belongs  (where  the  prifoner  is  confined 
upon  the  guard  belonging  to  the  laid  regiment,  and  that  his  of- 
h  nee  on,y  relates  to  the  negledf  of  duty  in  his  own  corps}  or  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names 
of  the  officers  who  committed  them,  on  the  penalty  of  his  beino- 

puniffied  for  his  difobedience  or  negled,  at  the  diferetion  of  a 
court  martial. 

Art.  20.  And  if  any  officer  under  arreft  ffiall  leave  his  con¬ 
finement  before  he  is  fet  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined 

him,  or  by  a  fuperior  power,  he  ffiall  be  caffiiered  for  it. 
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Art .  21.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  fhaJl  be  convided 
before  a  general  court  martial,  of  behaving  in  a  fcandalous,  infa¬ 
mous  manner,  fuch  as  is  unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  fhall  be  dilcharged  from  the  fervice. 

Art .  22.  In  all  cafes  where  a  commiffioned  officer  is  cafhiered 
for  cowardice,  or  fraud,  it  fhall  be  added  in  the  punifhment,  that 
the  crime,  name,  place  of  abode,  and  puniffiment  of  the  delin¬ 
quent  be  publifhed  in  the  news-papers,  in  and  about  the  camp, 
and  of  that  particular  Hate  from  which  the  offender  came  or  ufually 
relides  :  After  which  it  fhall  be  deemed  fcandalous  for  any  officer 
to  affociate  with  him. 


SECTION  XV. 


Art,  I.  When  any  commiffioned  officer  (hall  happen  to  die, 
or  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the  major  of  the 
regiment,  or  tne  officer  doing  the  major’s  duty  in  his  abfence, 
fhall  immediately  fecure  all  his  effeds  or  equipage  then  in  camp  or 
quarters;  and  ffiail  before  the  next  regimental  court  martial  make 
an  inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  office 
of  the  board  of  war,  to  the  end  that  his  executors  may,  after  pay¬ 
ment  01  his  debts  in  quarters,  and  interment,  receive  the  overplus, 
if  any  be,  to  his  or  their  ufe. 

Art.  2.  When  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall 
happen  to  die,  or  to  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
the  then  commanding  officer  of  the  troop  or  company  fhall,  in  the 
prefence  of  two  other  commiffioned  officers,  take  an  account  of 
whatever  effeds  he  dies  poli’effed  of,  above  his  regimental  xloath- 
ing,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  office 
of  the  board  at  war  ;  which  faid  effeds  are  to  be  accounted  for, 
and  paid  to,  the  reprefentative  of  fuch  deceafed  non -commiffioned 
officer  or  foldier.  And  in  cafe  any  of  the  officers,  lb  authorifed  to 
take  care  of  the  effeds  of  dead  officers  and  foldiers,  ffiould,  before 
they  fhall  have  accounted  to  their  representatives  for  the  fame, 
have  occahon  to  leave  the  regiment,  by  preferment  or  otherwife, 
they  fhall,  before  they  be  permitted  to  quit  the  fame,  depofit  m 
the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  or  of  the  agent  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  all  the  effeds  of  iuch  decealed  non-commiffioned  officers 
and  foldiers,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  lecured  for,  and  paid 
to,  their  refpedive  reprefentatives. 


SECTION  XVI. 


Art.  1.  All  officers,  condudors,  gunners,  matroffes,  drivers, 
°.r  any  other  perfons  whatfoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire  in  the  fer- 
vice  ot  the  artillery  of  the  United  States,  fliall  be  governed  by  the 

»mrelai H  mLn  - 1  _  i  n  n  .  .  .  ] 
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ters  relating  folely  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts  martial  may  be 
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com  poled  of  their  own  officers;  but  where  a  number  fufficient  of 

ucii  officei  s  cannot  be  adernbled,  or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps 
nte  muiefted,  tlie  officers  of  artillery  {hall  lit  in  courts  martial  with 
the  officers  of  the  other  corps, ,  taking  their  rank  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  refpe&ive  commiffions  and  no  otherwife 

SECTION  XVII. 

Art*  if  The  officei  s  and  foldiers  oi  any  troops,  whether  mi¬ 
nute-men,  militia,  or  others  being  muftered  and  in  continental  pay, 
ihaii,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  when  joined  or  a&ing  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  States,  be  governed 
t>y  thefe  rules  or  articles  of  war,  and  {hall  be  fubject  to  be^tried  by 
courts  martial  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the 
regular  forces,  fave  only  that  fuch  courts  martial  {hall  be  compofed 

cut..  Jy  of  militia  officers  of  the  fame  provincial  corps  with  the 
offender. 

That  fuch  militia  and  minute-men  as  are  now  in  fervice,  and 
ha\L  by  pai  ticular  contra£t  with  their  refpective  dates  engaged  to 
be  governed  by  particular  regulations  while  in  continental  fervice, 
(hall  not  be  tubjefd  to  the  above  articles  of  war. 

Ar-i.  2 .  bor  the  future  all  general  officers  and  colonels,  ferving 
by  commiffion  from  the  authority  of  any  particular  date,  {hall,  on 
all  detachments,  courts  martial,  or  other  duty,  wherein  they  may 
be  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United 
Stai.es,  take  rank  next  after  all  generals  and  colonels  ferving  by 
commiffions  rrom  Congrefs,  though  the  commiffions  of  fuch  parti¬ 
cular  generals  and  colonels  ffiould  be  of  elder  date :  and  in  like 
manner,  lieutenant  colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  other  inferior 
officers  ferving  by  commiffion  from  any  particular  date,  {hall  on 
ait  detachments,  courts  martial,  or  other  duty,  wherein  they  may 
be  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United 
States,  have  rank  next  after  all  officers  of  the  like  rank  ferving  by 
commiffions  rrom  Congrefs,  though  the  commiffions  of  fuch  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  other  inferior  officers,  ffiould 
be  of  elder  date  to  thofe  of  the  like  rank  from  Congrefs. 

SECTION  XVIII. 

Art,  1.  1  he  aforegoing  articles  are  to  be  read  and  publiffied 

once  in  every  two  months  at  the  head  of  every  regiment,  troop  or 
company,  muftered,  or  t-o  be  muftered  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States;  and  arc  to  be  duly  obferved  and  exactly  obeyed  by  all  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers  who  are  or  {hall  be  in  the  faid  fervice. 

Art.  2.  1  he  general,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being, 

inall  have  full  power  of  pardoning,  or  mitigating  any  of  the  puniffi- 
ments  ordered  to  be  infh&ed,  for  any  of  the  offences  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  articles;  and  every  offender  convidted  as  aforefaid, 
by  any  regimental  court  martial,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have  his 
puniffi merit  mitigated  by  the  colonel,  or  officer  commanding  the 

redolent.  '  5 

* 
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Art.  *.  No  perfon  (hall  be  fentenced  to  fuffer  death,  except  in 
the  cafes  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles;  nor  fliall 
more  than  one  hundred  lajhe j  be  inflided  on  any  offender  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  a  court  martial* 

That  every  judge  advocate,  or  perfon  officiating  as  Inch,  at  any 
general  court  martial,  do,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  tranfmit, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  opportunity  of  time  and  diftanceof 
place  can  admit,  the  original  proceedings  and  fentence  of  fuch  court 
martial  to  the  fecretary  at  war,  which  faid  original  proceedings 
and  fentence  fliall  be  carefully  kept  and  preferred  in  the  office  of 
faid  fecretary,  to  the  end  that  perfons  intitded  thereto  may  be  en¬ 
abled,  upon  application  to  the  faid  office,  to  obtain  copies  thereof. 

That  the  party  tried  by  any  general  court  martial  (hall  be  in- 
titled  to  a  copy  of  the  fentence  and  proceedings  of  fuch  court  mar¬ 
tial,  upon  demand  thereof  made  by  himfejf  or  by  any  other  per-? 
fon  or  perfons  on  his  behalf,  whether  fuch  fentence  be  approved 
or  not. 

Art .  4.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  regiment  are  to 
appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  belonging  to  fuch  regiment,  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  fuch  fines  as  may  arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  breach  of 
any  of  the  foregoing  articles,  and  (hall  diretl  the  fame  to  be  care¬ 
fully  and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  fuch  Tick,  wounded  or 
neceffitous  foldiers  as  belong  to  fuch  regiments;  and  fuch  perfon 
fhall  account  with  fuch  officer,  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  thereof. 

Art,  5.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  difordcrs  and  neglects, 
which  officers  and  foldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of 
good  order  and  military  difcipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the 
above  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  general 
or  regimental  court  martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of 
the  offence,  and  be  punifhed  at  their  difcretion. 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  articles  of  war  be  immediately 
publi  (bed. 

Ordered ,  That  the  refolutions  for  raifing  the  new  army  be  pub- 
]i(hed,  and  copies  thereof  fent  to  the  commanding  officers  in  the 
feveral  departments,  and  to  the  affemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
refpective  dates. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Roberts,  commander  of  the  fchooner 
Thiftle,  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  6700  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  New-York  for  the  ufe  of  that  date;  the  faid  (late  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Payne  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  refpedl- 
ing  the  practicability  of  enlarging  the  furnace  at  Salifbury,  for 
calling  heavy  cannon  there,  and  requeft  his  opinion  concerning 
the  fame. 

The 
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NGRESS. 


- reTs\e  u!:Satr ,fr0mL  ^W- Y°rk  having  communicated  to  Con- 

SSfr-nnp.tS.oST  *  “™”  °f  “n  of  .1*  Z, 

zzz  o"i»;:trri!;‘xt,ppt'i,’o',k'-,h' 

difpatch :  L  1  lereon  W1th  all  convenient 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe  Mr  P i  at  o  t 

Rejclved,  That  a  committee  of  three  he  ,  d  ^  Stockton- 
head-quarters  near  New- York  t„  •  PP0lnted  to  repair  to 

army,  and  the  beft  means  off’  ^  .enqu.'re.  lr,to  the  ilate  of  the 

^WmThat  ^  She™3n’  Mr’  Gen7  and  Mr.  Lewis, 

/if/.int/,  l  fiat  an  amftant  ohi'/iri^n  tn  TV  ci  •  , 

1  he  ballots  being  taken,  ' 

Dr.  William  Brown  was  defied. 

Th,e  fever“l  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed • 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday.  P  P  ' 

Monday,  September  23,  1776 

tl.e^0,thtw\hV°t\ann  2lftfrr.lgeneral  W-^gton;  two  of 
•  y  9th  horn  J.  Trumbull;  one  of  the  21ft  from  the  convention  of 

Z‘Z? L °»  ,h'  ',f h  rmm  f~  V*~l  1  "f  ■!>«  ■  “cm 

)fr  .  d  A°"’  ??’  °ne  the  '4th  from  general  Schuy- 

Dr  W  ,?::  or  6  ,9th  fr°m  ColoncI  Va"  Schaick,  and  one  from 
\v  nJiam  ohippcn,  were  read: 

OrnW,  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen  be  referred  to  the 
merhcal  committee,  and  the  reft  to  the  board  of  war. 

i  WO  petitions;  one  from  colonel  J.  Stark,,  and  the  other  from 

A  °eV°Ur°uf>  '^reread,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  pet'tion  from  captain  Archibald  Hamilton  was  read,  praying 

mid  children  ^  ^  rCtUrn  h°mC’  and  M  vitb  ^  wil 

/i'fikcd  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 
itjolvcd ,  I  hat  two  months  pay  be  advanced 'to  Monf.  Colerus 

M  me  t0  Monf‘  MaIm«*y,  and  two  months  pay  to 

•Mon),  de  Vernejouz,  as  captain. 

an  A,,CUr  rrT  t!,e  rfpeaker  °f  lhc  afrenlb!>’  °f  New.Jerfey,  with 
an  extrafl  of  a  letter  from  Amboy,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  affembly,  and  of 

e  tn.Jofed  letter  from  Amboy  be  fent  to  general  Mercer;  and 

tnat  he  be  defined  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  Hull  effectually  introduce 

OH  cr,  and  remove  the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hate  of 
INIew  Jerley. 

Refoh'd' .  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
treafui  y  .  I  he  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr*  Ellery  were  defied. 


Refolved \ 


September,  177  <5. 


Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  providing  cloathing  and  other  neceflaries  for  the 
army  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr. 
R.  Morris. 

Two  letters  of  the  2  2d  from  general  Wafhington  being  received, 
were  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  feveral  papers  from 
the  convention  of  the  hate  of  New-York,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  -whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  German  battalion  be  ordered  immediately  to 
join  the  army  under  general  Wafhington;  and  that  the  prefident 
inform  his  excellency  of  their  march,  and  defire  that  he  wil]  order 
an  equal  number  of  men  from  his  army,  to  garrifon  the  forts  in 
the  highlands. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dire&ed  to  fupply  the  German 
battalion  with  fuch  articles  of  cloathing  as  they  may  (land  in  need 
of;  the  fame  to  be  charged  to  their  account,  and  deduced  out  of 
the  pay  of  the  men  : 

T.  hat  three  tons  of  the  fifteen  tons  of  powder,  lately  ordered  to 
the  northern  army,  and  now  on  its  way  thither,  be  left  at  New- 
"Windfor  in  the  hate  of  New-York,  and  from  thence  conveyed  to 
fort  Montgomery;  and  that  five  tons  be  immediately  fent  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  : 

That  two  companies  of  the  marines  lately  raifed  &  now  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  be  alfo  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  fort  Montgomery: 

That  application  be  made  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  the'flate  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  order  one  half  of  the  artillery  men,  now  in  the 

feivice  of  their  flate,  to  proceed  to  fort  Montgomery  as  foon  as 
poflible : 

T  hat  Congrefs  approve  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  convention 
of  New-York  for  the  defence  of  the  highlands,  and  will  chear- 
fuJJy  defray  all  the  neceffary  expences  that  may  accrue. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Septe?nber  24,  1776. 

A  petition  from  Benjamin  Marfhall  and  brothers,  and  one  from 
John  Hazard,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  petition  from  Charles  Startin  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  colonel 
Stdereupobn°USht  “  3  reP°n’  Wh‘Ch  W3S  taLen  Jnto  confideration ; 
Refolved,  That  colonel  Hazen  and  lieutenant  colonel  Edward 
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Antill  be  continued  in  their  offices,  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  recruit  their  regiment  to  the  number  of  a 
battalion  on  the  continental  eftablifhment  : 

That  the  fettlemcnt  of  colonel  Hazen’s  accounts  of  monies  ad¬ 
vanced  by  him,  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  be 
referred  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  audit  accounts  in  the 
northern  department : 

1  hat  1005  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Hazen  in  full  fatisfa&ion 
for  his  net  cattle,  fheep,  fwine,  poultry,  hay  and  other  articles, 
alledged  to  have  been  taken  and  ufed  for  the  benefit  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  army  near  St.  John’s;  which  fum,  together  with  533  dol¬ 
lars  and  one  third  already  received  by  him  on  that  account,  is  the 
amount  of  the  faid  articles,  as  eftimated  by  commiffioners  appoint¬ 
ed  by  general  Woofter  for  that  purpofe,  purfuant  to  an  order  of 
Congrefs  : 

That  the  damages  done  to  the  buildings,  farms,  &c.  by  our 
troops  or  thofe  of  the  enemy,  ought  not  to  be  paid,  unlefs  general 
provilion  be  made  for  compenfating  all  others,  who,  by  means  of 
the  war,  have,  in  like  manner,  been  damnified;  which  may  be  a 
fubjetSl  worthy  to  be  confidered,  after  the  clofe  of  the  war. 

Refohred ,  That  the  committee  be  difeharged  from  enquiring  in¬ 
to  what  refpefts  the  conduct  of  general  Arnold  ;  the  Congrefs  hav¬ 
ing  directed  general  Wafhington  to  caufe  an  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  who  ferved  in  Canada. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  effedtually  providing  the  northern  army  with  provi- 
fions  and  medicines,  and  fupplying  their  other  neceffary  wants: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
Joh  nfon  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Rcfolved ,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn'fylvania,  for  a  quantity  of  medicines; 
to  be  repaid  in  kind  or  in  cafh,  as  they  fhall  chufe. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  farther  report: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  inftru&ions  to  the 
commiffioners,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs  and 
amended,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  lay  be¬ 
fore  Congrefs  to-morrow  morning  the  intelligence  they  have  lately 
received  from  abroad. 

The  fcveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September  25,  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Uee ;  one  of  the  24th  of  Augu ft  to 
the  prelident,  the  other  of  the  27  th  of  the  fame  month  to  the  board 
of  war,  both  dated  at  Savannah,  being  received,  were  read. 

The 
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The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Bates,  for  212  canip-kettles  delivered  to  Gulbavus  Rif- 
berg,  afliftant  to  the  deputy  quarter-mafter  general,  282  dollars 

and  fixty  ninetieths:  #  .  A. 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  money  to  Al¬ 
bany,  with  expences,  going  and  returning,  1 17  dollars  and  feven 

ninetieths;  ,  . 

To  Samuel  Johnfon,  for  1047  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  tneir 

march  to  New-Jerfey,  104  dollars  and  fixty -three  ninetieths; 

To  John  Kerlin,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  55  dollars  and  twenty-feven  ninetieths; 

To  Meffrs.  St.  Luke  la  Corn,  major  Campbell  and  captain  Fra¬ 
zier,  prifoners  from  Canada,  for  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a 
week  each,  and  for  their  three  fervants  at  one  dollar  a  week  each, 
from  the  8th  of  July  to  the  23d  of  September,  177b?  inclunve,  1 1 
weeks,  90  dollars ; 

To  Peter  Mather,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  32  dollars  and  feventy-two  ninetieths; 

To  Samuel  Pews,  for  fupplying  the  militia  with  269  meals  of 
victuals,  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  26  dollars  and  eighty-one 
ninetieths: 

To  Francis  Lee,  For  the  hire  of  a  ftage-coach,  agreeable  to  a 
certificate  of  Richard  Peters,  Efq;  to  convey  general  Prefcot  and 
general  MsDonald,  with  their  guard,  26  dollars  and  fixty  nine¬ 
tieths  : 

To  Jacob  Henkles,  for  fupplying  troops  with  provifions,  on 
their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  215  dollars  and  fifty-two  ninetieths: 

To  Robert  Tolbert,  18  dollars  and  eighteen  ninetieths,  and  to 
Jofeph  M‘Kellup,  45  dollars  and  eighteen  ninetieths,  for  enter¬ 
taining  troops  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey ;  both  films  amount¬ 
ing  to  63  dollars  and  thirty-fix  ninetieths;  to  be  paid  to  the  faid 
Jofeph  M‘Keilup: 

To  colonel  Allen  M‘Donald  of  Kirigfborough,  and  Iris  fon  Alex¬ 
ander  McDonald,  for  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a  week  for  2  1 
weeks,  and  for  their  fervants  allowance,  2  1  weeks,  at  one  dollar  a 
week,  fettled  to  the  17th  of  September,  105  dollars: 

To  John  Pluckrofe,  for  going  exprefs  from  Congrefs  to  Charles¬ 
town,  South-Carolina,  132  dollars: 

To  the  Reward  of  the  Pennfylvania  liofpital,  for  boarding  Wil¬ 
liam  Whiting,  a  wounded  foldier,  4  weeks,  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
5  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths: 

To  Jacob  Peterman,  to  be  paid  to  John  Ebert,  for  83  meals  of 
victuals  fupplied  the  troops  of  the  flying  camp,  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  8  dollars  and  twenty-two  ninetieths: 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  for  h  is  pay  and  rations,  from  the 
17th  of  June  to  the  17th  of  September,  1776,  being  3  months, 
132  dollars  and  fixty-four  ninetieths  : 

Ordered^  *  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Vol.  II?  C  3  The 
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the  petition  o fc an 1 1  i / ' c rRr e P 0 11  c d >  that  they  have  confidered 

that  he  fhould  be  credited  with th/LkTw  ?pini°n 

account;  he  not  having  received  the  Ir  'har8ed  t0  his 

the  ftoppages,  viz.  b  accounts  m  time,  to  make 

-Tor  fundry  articles  fupplied  bv  Mr  01,,.  1 
dollars  and  iixty-five  ninetieths  /  M  S  Sh’  amounting  to  486 

four  ninetieths:  hy  Simons  and  Iienry,  1 7  dollars  and  twenty 

dollars  and  committee  of  LancaRer  county,  66 

march  to  Cambridge^r/doll  CXper\Ce,s  of  h!s  company,  on  their 

The  whole  anSn  in/to  c88daon  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fafd  do!)ars  and  forty-feven  ninetieths: 
ReHved  Thar  ,  ^  b°  paffed  t0  his  credit, 
in  favour  of  M^fTS?  4°  ^  be  draw"  the  treafurer 

p.n.wl , rf  “rfCT  ««. 

...  •>,?>  ,10m  the  time  of  their  beino-laft  na;.i  .. -.r  f,  y  , 

clition  of  a  dav  to  enrh  man  f  *  11  Pam>  with  the  ad- 

Tr  «*  h,/„ss  si's  ”rrci!"!rr”  *• 

ThenfumsnduePonmthe  faid  ^  fubfi®“«^ 

firmations  of  the  refpeftive  m  t  '°  °  'UC  Cd  bf  tbe  oaths  or  af- 
certified  by  one  of  theif  firf  Iff  °r.COJm"landing  officers,  and 

ladclphia  is  hereby  directed  to  difchar^thl in  Ph,U 

cates  being  produced  from  the  coramfflary  of  ftore  at  Z7 

camp,  and  m  this  city,  of  the  re-delivery  of  fuch  of  the  %hrS 
ftores  as  have  been  received  bv  thn  y  •  r  l  the  Pub]lc 

FsafeB 

1  hat  the  captains  or  commanding  officers  of  fuch  of  the  (V,r 

r f™ b“  &£'„!£ 

•  c  ^  ’  r°  Plocure  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the 

X?XJf  t  fr;  rJZ  °jj t .  "p; 

}  »  the  fa  id  captains  or  commanding  officers  and  thl 

Pay-mafters  aforefaid,  are  to  obferve  the  rulesVeSd  ”n  it 
foregoing  re/o  re  for  payment  ofthe  faid  militia  ^  ' 

Rejoiced)  I  hat  three  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  audit  nnd  f  m? 
the  accounts  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia!  J  d  f  e 

The 


/ 
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The  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen, 
viz  Mr  P.  Chevalier,  Mr.  J.  Wilcox  and  Mr.  James  Meafe. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  provid¬ 
ing  cloathing  and  other  neceffaries  for  the  army,  brought  in  t  eir 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

?Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  affemblies  and 
conventions  of  the  United  States,  to  forward  to  head-quarters  the 
cloathing,  blankets  and  neceffaries,  which  they  may  have  provi  e 
in  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  o  June 
laft,  drawing  on  the  prefident  for  the  coft  and  conveyance  thereo  5 
in  which,  it  is  hoped  the  utmoft  diligence  and  expedition  will  be 
ufed,  that  thofe  who  expofe  themfelves  to  danger  in  defending  and 
protedling  their  fellow-citizens,  may  fuffer  as  little  as  pofiible  from 

inclement  feafons :  .  .  A  c  _ 

That  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  conftfting  of  one  delegate  fro 

each  Hate,  be  appointed  with  authority  to  employ  proper  perions 
to  purchafe,  in  their  refpeftive  Hates,  a  fufficient  number  of  blan¬ 
kets  and  woollens  fit  for  foldiers  cloaths,  and  that  they  take  the 
moft  effeftual  and  fpeedy  methods  for  getting  fuch  woollens  made 
up,  and  diftributed  among  the  regular  continental  army,  in  luch 
proportion  as  will  belt  promote  the  public  ferv.ee :  And  that  they 
alfo  purchafe  all  other  neceffary  cloathing  for  the  foldiers,  10  *uf“ 
proportion  as  they  judge,  upon  the  bell  information,  will  be 
wanted;  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  authorifed  to  draw  on  the 
prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  fums  neceffary  to  execute  this  bull- 
uefs ;  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  amount  of  their  draughts  and 

dilburfements :  _  _  , 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dire&ed  immediately  to  fend  to  general 

Gates  all  the  white  fhirts,  fhoes  and  (lockings,  he  now  has  in  his 
pofleflion,  and  which  are  unappropriated,  for  the  life  of  the  nor¬ 
thern  army,  and  that  he  life  the  utmoft  diligence  in  buying,  co  - 
lefting  and  getting  made  immediately  as  many  more  of  thofe  ar¬ 
ticles  as  poffible,  making  weekly  reports  to  Congrefs  of  what  he 

obtains:  .  ... 

That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany, 

be  deft  red  to  employ  proper  perfons  immediately  to  make  up  into 
foldiers  cloaths  the  woollens  mentioned  in  general  Schuyler  s  letter 
of  the  29th  of  Auguft  laft,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  without  delay  to 
the  general  commanding  the  northern  army,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of 
the  troops  in  that  army,  as  have  enlifted  for  three  years,  or  will 

enlift  during  the  war. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiftaries  and  quarter-mailer  general, 
and  deputy  quarter-mailers  general  and  their  afhftants  in  the  feve- 
ral  departments,  be  directed  to  apply  to  Mr.  Meafe  for  fuch  arti¬ 
cles  of  cloathing,  camp  equipage  and  other  utenfils,  which  they 
may  want  to  purchafe  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army. 

Congrels 
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wht*n  ll^1Cn  Proceeded  t0  appointment  of  the  committee 

Mr j  °Wlug  ^entIemCn  Were  <*ofen,  viz. 

MrStocktn Uj  M  "*  paire’  ^  Eller?’  Mr*  Williams,  Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr'  Hewe  V  'mv  t’  M‘Kea">  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Wythe 
iUr.  ilewes  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Hall.  >/ 

from^rifon  Lfl  1!eute!,an^ ,Boger  and  lieutenant  Ball  be  ^leafed 

crs  at  York  T  1&n.inS>t  le  ^  Parcde>  as  the  other  officers  prifon» 
crs  at  Yoik- 1  own  in  Pennfylvania.  .  ^  ’  " 

puSS’ aT ofihifh6  vd  w,hom  was  entrufted  the  «*  °f 

the  feveral  n-L  r  °”h,s  ho«fe>  be  impowered  to  colledt  from 
printed  an  i  Lrs  m:h  part.?  of  the  faid  journals  as  they  have 

prinfers’to  h3  °d^ethemrW‘th  R°')ert  Aitktn  for  fale  5  the  feveral 
tee  tall  find Yft  T  ‘u  ^  in  fudl  “r  as  the  tommit- 
a  publication^ •  c<lluta  '  e  >  and  lbat  the  faid  committee  make 
The  commirt  the  l00™*1!  aS  far  as  Prin^d,  as  foon  as  poffible.  ' 
iJ  the  n,  r T  apP°in.teLd  to  devife  w»7»  ™d  means  for  provide 
farls  douibr"  army  PTf,°nS*  medicines  aad  otherYecef- 
whereupon  d  3  'ep0rt’  Wh'Ch  W3S  Uken  ‘nt°  conCderation  ; 

thaXviivThaV  C°?m;ttee  be  immediately  fent  to  Ticondcroga; 
that  they  give  orders  that  a  number  of  fheep,  and  a  qnantity  of  in- 

d.an  meal,  nee  and  oatmeal,  and  molaffes  be  immediately  fent  to 

.  ,e  Cieoige  and  T.conderoga;  that  they  endeavour  to  contract 

t  a  FT- rS  T  Y  n0,thern  army>  bP  the  "tion.  the  parti- 

frm  in  n  .  *°  7  ^  a"d  p3rt  n0t  fuPPl*«l.  to  belaid 

in  money  by  the  contra&or  ;  and  that  fuch  contrail  be  made, 
as  ar  as  may  e,  agreeable  to  the  mode  recommended  by  general 
c  luyler  in  Ins  letter  to  Congrefs  of  the  25th  of  Auguft  :  That  the 
pommutee  confult  w.th  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern 
department,  and  filch  other  of  the  general  officers  as  may  be 
lought  proper  on  the  beft  mode  to  reinlift  the  army  there,  and  to 
provide  barracks  and  cloathing  for  the  troops,  andtfpecially that 
they  engage  the  goods  mentioned  by  general  Schuyle r,  and  apply 
fuch  of  them  as  may  be  neceffiiry  for  the  northern  Ly  :  ^ 

hJ  Y  the  committee  be  impowered  to  make  regulations  for  the 
pitals  in  the  northern  department,  and  to  remove  or  fufpend  a- 

th;nter,f0n  n'mp  °ycd  therein>  and  to  employ  fuch  as  they  may 
thmk  neceflary  and  proper:  And  that  they  report  to  Congrefs 

he  ftate  and  condition  of  the  army,  and  any  further  rcgulafions 

"c  .  ney  may  t  umc  neccffiiry,  fertile  better  government,  and 
supplying  the  faid  army  :  6  ■  ’ 

r  1  h,atc  1,10  ej'mmittee  confift  of  two,  and  that  to-morrow  be  af- 
Hgned  for  electing  the  faid  committee. 

Congicfs  tooik  into  confiderution  the  report  of  the  board  of  war- 
whereupon,  ‘  r  u  or  wab 

,  ,  IlcJ':hcd'  J  bat  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direfted  to  purchafe  as  many 
camp -kettles,  canteens,  and  other  camp-furniture,  and  as 

much 
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mucli  cloathing  as  he  can  poffibly  procure  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
under  the  command  of  general  Walhington  :  ’ 

That  captain  James  Rofs  be  appointed  major  in  colonel  Hand’s 
regiment,  and  that  the  other  vacancies  in  that  battalion  be  filled 
up,  as  recommended  by  the  colonel,  in  manner  following,  viz. 

to  be  captain  in  the  room  of  James  Rofs  promo- 

William  Wilfon,  to  be  firft  lieutenant ; 

John  Dougherty,  to  be  fecond  lieutenant,  and 

Benjamin  Lyon,  to  be  third  lieutenant  ; 

John  Dick,  to  be  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Zancb 
religned  ;  and  J 

Robert  Cunningham,  to  be  third  lieutenant ;  vice  John  Dick : 

f  Lr  lKe  VfiuanC‘eS  •"  c°lonel  Ward’s  regiment  of  the  MaiTachu- 
fets-Bay  be  filled  up  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  colonel, 

V1Z» 

Captain  James  Mellen,  to  be  major, -commiffion  to  be  dated 
om  the  time  of  doinp- dntv  An 


Auguft  15,  1 776 


April  i, 
July  12, 
September  ii, 
July  12, 
September  ii, 
July  12, 
September  n} 
July  12, 
July  20, 
September  ii, 
Jannary  1, 
Auguft  ii, 
July  1, 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


from  the  time  of  doing  duty,  viz. 

Captains,  Ephraim  Burr,  — 

Ebenezer  Cleveland, 

Nahum  Ward,  _ 

ift  lieutenants,  Baxter  Howe, 

Samuel  Shelden,  — 

2d  lieutenants,  Jonathan  Champeney, 

Samuel  Clofflin, 

Enfigns,  Jonas  Snow,  _ 

Caleb  Noble,  __ 

Jofeph  Freeland,  _ 

Chaplain,  Ebenezer  Cleavland, 

Surgeon,  Elihu  Wright,  _ 

Ho.  mate,  Ifrael  Whiting,  _ _  ,  , 

AmSwS-1*  b" ‘ppoi”‘td p,r“a"“  “• 

Tnat  Richard  Varick,  late  captain  in  colonel  M'Douo-al’-  rm' 

™itchuiCe  t  rel]gni V fHCretary  t0  the  honoura“e  majfr-' 
fhe  northern  arm;  A7<!  *****  general  to 

That  major  Henry  Brockholft  Livingfton  aid  de  cam,, 
neral  Schuyler,  be  provided  for  by  Congress  'in  a  ftation  °i,£’e" 
his  merit,  when  a  proper  vacancy  hacnens  h„  ]  •  “  1  qual  to 
by  the  general  as  aVy  deferving7  o  ffiTr :  ’  ^  ^ 

of  war,  •ihiKr? li„d-hUy  ff’  ’S  'T  rf rred  t0  board 
•  r  .  ,  reiales  to  indran  affairs,  be  referred 

mittee  for  Indian  affairs  *  tr  iea  to  the  com- 

*?  P—  b.ch  quan- 

quantities  of  provifions,  as  he  fhal!  judged tl“  fl“rl> 
campaign  :  J  ntcuiwiy  tor  the  next 

That 
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1  hat  the  commiftary  general’s  letter  relative  to  his  having  drawn 
an  order  on  Mr.  prelident  Hancock,  in  favour  of  colonel  Lowry 
ior  60,000  dollars,  be  referred  to  the  treafury  board  : 

That  Monfr.  Devourouy’s  petition  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee  : 

That  the  letters  from  his  excellency  governor  Livingllon  of 
New-Jerfey,  refpe&ing  the  payment  of  the  militia,  be  referred  to 
the  treafury  board  : 

1  hat  fo  much  of  general  Arnold’s  letter  to  general  Schuyler  as 
relates  to  cloathing,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  providing 
cloathing  for  the  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  captains  and 
fubalterns  in  the  German  battalion  reported  the  fame,  as  follows, 
which  was  agreed  to ; 

Captains,  Daniel  Burkhart,  Philip  Graybill,  George  Hubley, 
Henry  Filter,  Jacob  Bonner,  George  Kaports,  Benjamin  Weifer, 
William  Keyfer,  and  David  Woelpper. 

Firft  lieutenants,  Frederic  Rolwagen,  John  Lora,  Peter  Boyer, 
Charles  Bull'd,  William  Rice,  Jacob  Kotz,  Jacob  Bower,  Samu¬ 
el  Qerock,  and  Bernard  Hubley. 

Second  lieutenants,  George  Hawbecker,  Chriftian  Meyers, 
John  Landenbergcr,  Michael  Bayer,  George  Schaffer,  Adam 
Smith,  Frederick  Yeifer,  William  Ritter,  and  Philip  Schrawder. 

Enfigns,  John  Weidman,  Martin  Shugart,  Chriltian  Helm, 
Jacob  Crummet,  Jacob  Cramer,  Paul  Chriftman,  Chriftopher 
Godfrey  Swartz,  and  John  Landenberger. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  on  the  appeal 
againll  the  lentence  of  condemnation  paffed  upon  the  fchooner 
Thiftle,  having  reverted  the  decree  ; 

Refolded,  That  a  paffport  and  fafe  conduct  be  granted  to 
Charles  Roberts,  mailer  of  the  fchooner  Thiftle,  for  himfelf  and 
the  Paid  fchooner,  for  the  fpace  of  lixty  days. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  26,  1776. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  to  go  to  Ti- 
conderoga,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Stockton  and  Mr.  Clymer  were  elected. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  lieutenant  Pen¬ 
dleton  8  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Shizens  for  half-ferriages  of  the  militia  and  their  bag¬ 
gage  over  Nefhaminy  ferry,  17  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths  : 

To  James  M‘Cree  for  boarding  nine  men  of  captain  Grier’s 
company  jS  days,  at  the  rate  of  i  dollar  and  one  third  per  week, 
30  dollars  and  feventy-fevcn  ninetieths : 

To 


* 
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t  To  John  Teney  for  fupplying  the  militia  with  20 r  meals 
vi&uals  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  20  dollars  and  nine  nine¬ 
tieths  ;  and  to  Philip  Upright  for  fupplying  them  with  996  meals, 
99  dollars  and  fifty-four  ninetieths,  both  fums  making  119  dollars 
and  fixty-three  ninetieths,  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimniel  : 

To  John  White  Swift  for  two  receipts  of  brigadier-general  D 
Woofte.,  one  dated  17th  January  for  240  dollars,  and  the  other 
8th  March,  for  25  half  Johannes  with  intereft  allowed  thereon 
being  6  months,  18  days,  at  6  per  cent,  amounts  to  206  dollars* 
and  fifty-four  ninetieths,  both  fums  making  446  dollars  and  fifty- 
four  ninetieths  :  3 

Po  John  Shultz  for  boarding  and  lodging  fundry  continental 
troops,  201  dollars  and  f.xty  ninetieths:  and  for  boarding  and 
nurfing  fundry  fick  troops,  29  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths  both 

fums  making  23 1  dollars  and  nineteen  ninetieths :  ’ 

To  captain  Philip  Graybill  of  the  German  battalion,  the  bal- 
lance  of  his  account  for  arms,  accoutrements  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  his 
company  and  for  proviiions  fupplied  them  on  their  march  from 

Maryland  to  Philadelphia,  1 168  dollars  and  live  ninetieths,  agree- 
abie  to  the  following  account,  viz. _  6 

tieths^011111  Provdlons  account>  732  dollars  and  forty-one  nine- 

Of  which  he  received  of  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  266 
dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths :  ;  u 

Of  colonel  Strieker,  327  dollars: 

ticSs  maJOr  Ve,tner’  100  dol,arS:  693  dolIars  and  ">'ne- 

Ballance  on  this  account,  38  dollars  and  feventy-one  ninetieths- 
Amount  of  arms,  accoutrements,  blankets,  &c.  „20  dol  rs 
and  twenty-four  ninetieths  :  ^  G0  a  ' 

Amounting  in  the  whole  to  1 168  dollars  and  five  ninetieths  • 
Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refihed .That  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  nub 
heat  1  on  of  he  journals,  be  empowered  and  inftrufted  to  ejploy 

H  mu’  t0  r,epnnt  the  faid  jonrnals  from  the  beoiS 
Poffib|e  «pedition  and  continue  to  print  the  fanm  •  And 
that  this  houfe  will  purchafe  of  him  coo  copies  of  the  f-„Vl  •  , 

»he„  eeptaed  ,  „d  tab.,  ,h„  he  be  d5Z  “  C™,  > 
reafoitable  terms,  Arch  part,  of  the  journals  a,  Mr.  Bi  .Ifc  .'  s  p 

i",  pri""d  “ot  ^  •»  >*  r.u  “ 

Long-Ifland,  for  the  fame  lumber  of  TrX  officer  Z 

now  pnfoners  to  the  United  States  privates. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflj  oned  - 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  0  P  P  ’ 


Friday, 


♦ 

\ 
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Fr  id  a  y  ,  September  27,  1776, 

Two  letters  of  the  24th  and  25th  from  general  Wafhington 
^  1  iundt  y  papers  incloled ;  one  of  the  20th  from  the  convention 

o  ew-\oik;  one  of  the  22d  from  Jof.  Trumbull;  one  of  the 
25th  from  colonel  John  Shee  inclofing  hiscommiffion  ;  and  one  of 
the  25th  from  Jon.  B.  Smith  requefting  leave  to  relign  his  office  of 
deputy  mutter  mailer-general,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered ,  1  hat  the  letters  from  general  Waffiington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five. 

I  he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  Mr.  J.^  Adams,  and  Mr.  Stoue. 

Refolved,  1  hat  1 00,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
New- Y  ork  for  the  ufe  of  that  flate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  refignation  of  colonel  J.  Shee  and  Jonathan 
B.  Smith  be  accepted. 

Ceitain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  New-York  palled  the 
2Cth  of  this  month,  being  laid  before  Congrefs, 

Ordered ,  I  hat  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

1  he  members  choien,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Hooper. 

Rejolved,  That  George  M‘C'abe  in  captain  Douglaf’s  company 
in  the  flying  camp  be  fent  to  Philadelphia,  his  fervice  being  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  the  board  of  war 
the  care  and  cullody  of  all  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike 
florcs  now  under  their  care,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  imported  or 
purchated  by  them  for  account  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  purfue 
fuch  meafures  as  they  judge  proper  and  effectual  to  import  as 
much  fait  as  poffible. 

A  petition  from  Wm.  M‘Cue  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Hamilton  Young  of  New-York  was  read, 
praying  that  he  may  have  leave  to  return  to  Long-Illand,  to  take 
care  of  his  books  and  effedls  ; 

Refolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  be  granted. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  men  belonging  to 
three  of  the  Pcnnfylvania  battalions,  have  deferted  from  the  army, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Penn- 
lyl vania,  to  take  the  moll  effectual  meafures  to  compel  fuch  of 
their  troops,  as  have  come  off  from  the  camp  on  New-York  ifland, 
to  return  immediately  to  that  place  ;  that  they  inquire  who  were 
the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny,  and  have  them  fent  back  under 
guard  for  trial  ;  and  that  the  convention,  if  they  think  neceffary, 
have  the  affillance  of  the  German  battalion,  to  enable  them  to  car¬ 
ry  this  refolve  into  execution  ;  and  the  convention  are  defired  to 
ufe  all  proper  means  to  furnifh  their  troops  witti  cloathing  and 

blankets; 
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blankets.  The  faid  convention  are  further  defired  to  caufe  all  de- 
ferters  from  their  troops  to  be  immediately  apprehended,  and  fent 
back  to  o-eneral  Walhington’s  head-quarters. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Francis  Guillot 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confider- 
ation;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Francis  Guillot  be  permitted  to  fit  out  and  arm 
a  privateer  under  the  colours  of  the  United.  States  of  America,  and 
that  he  be  permitted  to  equip  and  arm  the  laid  vedel  in  fuch  place 
as  he  thinks  he  can  do  it  at  the  fmalled  expcnce;  he  giving  the 
ufual  fecurities  in  fuch  cafes  directed  by  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  September  28,  1776. 

A  memorial  from  Gunning  Bedford,  multer  mailer  general,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  petition  of  "William  M‘Oue  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  As  Congrefs  have  impowered  the  feveral  dates  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  fuch  foldiers  as  may  be  dilabled  in  the  fervice  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  that  the  petition  of  William  M‘Cue  be  referred  to  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Virginia. 

Refolved ,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  date  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  which  is- to  be  accountable. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Meafe  fupply  captain  Doyle  with  money 
fufncient  to  pu rch a fe  rifles  and  blankets  for  his  company. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  podponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  September  30,  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  27th  and  28th  from  general  Wadiington, 
and  one  of  the  22dfrom  governor  Trumbull,  were  read: 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  Robert  Franklin  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  J.  Rowe  and  others,  owners  of  goods  on  board 
the  fhip  Elizabeth,  which  was  taken  by  captains  John  Manly, 
Daniel  Waters  and  John  Ayres,  commanders  of  the  three  armed 
veffels  Hancock,  Lee  and  Lynch,  and  libelled  in  the  court  mari¬ 
time  for  the  date  of  New-Hampfhire,  and,  by  the  fentence  of  the 
faid  court,  acquitted;  againd  which  fentence,  an  appeal  has  been 
entered,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  praying  that  the  faid 
appeal  may  be  heard  and  determined;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  full  pow¬ 
ers  to  hear  and  determine  on  the  faid  appeal : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Smith. 
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A  letter  from  B.  Flower,  commifiary  of  military  Stores,  direct- 
£  to  the  boaid  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohcd,  1  hat  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  direded,  ott 
requisition  oi  the  general,  or  commanding  officers  in  the  feveral 
( apartments,  to  fend  fuch  articles  of  military  Stores  and  other  ne- 
ceffiiries,  which  they  may  have  in  their  poSTeffion,  or  can  procure. 

Refolved ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direded  to  order  the  three 
Virginia  battalions,  now  on  their  march  to  New- York,  to  be 

lodged  in  the  barracks  at  Wilmington  ;  there  to  remain  ’till  far¬ 
ther  orders. 

htjolvcd ,  That  the  fum  of  13,333  dollars  and  one  third  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  MefTrs.  Hughes,  in  part  payment  for  the  cannon  they 
have  contraded  to  make  for  the  continent;  they  to  be  accountable. 

/  (.foiled,  1  hat  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  of  trealury : 

7  lie  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkinfon. 

A  petition  from  Monf.  De  Boy,  and  one  from  Monf.  Ja.  Val- 
lier,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Sheafe,  and  a  petition  from  colonel  M. 
Hazen,  were  read: 

Ordered ,  That  the  petition  from  colonel  Hazen  be  referred  to 
the  Canada  committee. 

1  he  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington  of  the  24th  and  23th  inftant,  and  the  papers  inclofed 
therein,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

_  Refolved ,  That  general  Washington  be  direded  to  call  upon  fuch 
oi  the  members  of  the  court  martial,  as  fat  upon  the  trial,  and 
concurred  in  the  acquittal  of  enfign  Macumber,  to  affign  their 
reaSons  for  their  SirSt  judgment ;  that  thofe  reafons,  together  with 
the  names  of  fuch  of  the  faid  members,  who  were  for  the  acquit¬ 
tal.  be  returned  to  Congrefs : 

1  hat  Mr.  M‘  Donald,  having  a  commiffion  of  brigadier  sreneral 
from  governor  Martin,  be  not  exchanged  for  any  officer  under  the 
rank  oi  brigadier  general  in  the  fervice  either  of  the  United  States 
or  of  any  one  of  them: 

I  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  gentlemen  in  their  refpedive  Slates,  Skilful  in  phyfic  and 
forgery,  to  examine  thofe  who  offer  to  ferve  as  furgeons  or  fur- 
geons  mates  in  the  army  or  navy;  and  that  no  furgeon  or  mate 
Shall  hereafter  receive  a  commission  or  warrant  to  ad  as  Such,  in 
the  army  or  navy,  who  Shall  not  produce  a  certificate  from  fome  or 
one  of  the  examiners  fo  to  be  appointed,  to  prove  that  he  is  quali¬ 
fied  to  execute  the  office: 

That  all  regimental  furgeons  and  mates,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
hofpital,  be  fubjed  to  the  diredion  and  controul  of  the  diredors, 
in  the  feveral  departments: 

That  no  foldier  be  difeharged  from  the  fervice  as  difabled,  un- 
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lefs  the  certificate  of  difability  be  counterfigned  by  the  director, 
affiftant  phyfician,  or  fil’d  furgeon  of  the  hofpital,  nor  be  excufed 
from  duty  for  ficknefs,  unlefs  the  certificate  of  ficknefs  be  counter¬ 
figned  by  one  of  thofe  perfons,  where  accefs  may  be  had  to  them. 

Refolved ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  report  be  podponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  podponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Oftobcr  1,  1776. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr. 
James  Meafe,  for  the  payment  of  the  militia,  and  to  pay  for  the 
articles  he  is  ordered  to  purchafe;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  a  full  reprefentation  in  Congrefs  of  the  feveral  United 
States  is  highly  neceffary  on  bufinefs  of  much  importance  to 
America;  therefore, 

Refolved ,  That  the  p.refident  be  defired  to  write  letters  to  the 
conventions  and  affemblies  of  the  refpedtive  dates,  requesting  that 
meafures  be  taken  to  caufe,  as  fpeedily  as  poflibie,  a  full  repre¬ 
fentation  of  the  faid  dates  in  Congrrefs. 

Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  having  refigoed  his  office  of  quarter- 
■mailer  general  of  the  continental  army  : 

Refolved ,  That  brigadier  general  Mifflin  be  authorifed  and  re- 
queded  to  refume  the  faid  office,  and  that  his  rank  and  pay,  as 
brigadier,  be  dill  continued  to  him  ; 

That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  brigadier 
general  Mifflin  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Ii.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  J. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  plan  of  a  military  academy  at  the  army  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  podponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Ottober  2,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  September  from  general  Wafflington, 
with  two  papers  inclofed;  one  of  the  27th  of  September  from  S. 
Moylan;  one  of  the  23d  from  general  Gates;  one  of  the  23d  from 
colonel  Wayne;  one  from  brigadier  general  Mercer,  and  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  Bartholomew  Van  Heer,  were  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  William  Shephard  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
colonel  of  the  regiment,  whereof  he  is  now  lieutenant  colonel. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  Alexander  Henderfon  and  Mat¬ 
thew  Irwin,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved)  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fell  to  the  peti¬ 
tioners^ 
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tioners,  1600  lb.  of  powder,  and  800  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  privateers,  general  Lee  and  colonel  Parry. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  brigadier  general  Mif- 
$  n,  reported,  that,  upon  the  conference,  they  find  the  following 
Supplies  will  be  neceffary  for  the  ufe  and  comfort  of  the  army, 
which  ought  to  be  procured  as  foon  as  may  be,  viz.  200  waggons 
wuth  four  horles  each, —  50  ox-teams,  with  2  oxen  each,  for  iun- 
dry  ufes,  50  drays,  with  one  horfe  each,  for  various  fmall  fer- 
vices, — 100  flrong  horles  for  the  artillery, — 50  horfes  for  expreffes 
and  commiffary  ufes, — 25,000  bufhels  of  indian  corn, — 15,000. 
bufhels  of  oats, —  to, OOO  bufhels  of  rye-meal, — 10,000  bufhels  of 
fpelts, — 1800  tons  of  hay, — 50  cutting-boxes, — 2000  axes, — 2000 
wheel  and  hand-barrows, — 8000  cords  of  wood, — a  fet  of  carpen¬ 
ters  tools  for  each  regiment, — a  waggon-mafler  and  one  deputy, — » 
20  conductors  of  waggons  on  captains  pay,  allowing  10  waggons 
for  each  conductor, — 5  conductors  for  artillery, — 100  cafks  of 
nails  and  fpikes, — 10,000  knapfacks, — 10,000  camp-kettles, — - 
two  million  feet  of  boards,  planks  and  joifls,  for  barracks,  plat¬ 
forms,  ■  &c. 

That  a  company  of  50  blackfmiths  fhould  be  immediately  fent 
to  camp,  12  harnefs  and  collar-makers,  and  25  wheelwrights. 

Refolvcd,  That  for  thefe  various  and  neceffary  fupplies,  300,000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  the  quarter-mafier  general  ; 

That  one  eighth  part  of  a  dollar,  over  and  above  their  foldiers 
pay,  be  allowed  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  neceffarily  draughted  for 
quarter- mailers  ufes: 

That  as  5000  tents  will  be  neceffary  for  the  fpring-campaign, 
they  be  provided  in  due  time: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Hates  to  make  legal  pro- 
vilion  to  compel  the  furnifhing  of  neceffary  fupplies  and  affiftance  to 
the  quarter-mailer  general  of  the  continental  army,  on  reafonahle 
terms,  for  the  public  ufe. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conhder  of 
a  plan  for  providing  carriages  for  the  public  fcrvice,  fo  as  any  de¬ 
mands  may  be  fpeedily  complied  with,  and  all  oppreflion  of  pri¬ 
vate  perfons  effeClually  prevented: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Huntington. 

Refolded ,  That  Benjamin  Fifhbourne  be  appointed  pay-mafler  to 
the  fecond  Pennfylvania  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Wood. 

A  memorial  from  the  council  of  fafetv  of  Pennfylvania  Was  read: 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  treafury,  who 
are  direCled  to  report  thereon  as  loon  as  pofiible. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  George  Meafarh,  on  account  of  fundry  articles  fupplied  the 
army  in  Canada,  9  dollars  and  forty-fevcu  ninetieths: 

Ordered,  That  the  Paid  account  be  paid. 
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The  committee,  to  whom  the  refoiutions  palled  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  New- York  were  referred;  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 

taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  president  write  to  general  Schuyler,  and  in¬ 
form  him,  that  Congrefs  cannot  confent?  during  the  preient  iitua- 
tion  of  their  affairs,  to  accept  of  his  refignation,  but  requell,  that 
he  continue  the  command,  which  he  now  holds ;  that  he  be  al¬ 
lured,  that  the  afperfions,  which  his  enemies  have  thrown  out 
ao-ainfl  his  chara&er,  have  had  no  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  this  houfe,  who  are  fully  fatished  or  his  aitaenments 
to  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  are  willing  to  bear  their  teftimony  of 
the  many  fervices,  which  he  has  rendered  to  his  countiy  ;  and  that 
in  order  effectually  to  put  calumny  to  filence,  they  will,  at  an  early 
day,  appoint  a  committee  of  their  own  body  to  enquire  fully  into 
hiscondua,  which,  they  truff,  rtttl  eftablifh  his  reputation  in  the 
opinion  of  all  good  men. 

Refolved ,  That  the  limits  preferred  in  the  parole  of  John  Fox- 
croft  and  Francis  Dafhwood,  Efquires,  be  extended  as  far  as  the 
bounds  of  Pennfylvania,  within  which  they  are  to  confine  them- 
felves,  ’till  farther  orders. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Oftober  3,  177 6. 

On  application  from  the  council  of  iafety  of  North-Carolina, 

Refolved ,  That  Michael  Holt,  a  prifoner  in  the  gaol  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  be  difeharged  from  his  imprifonment,  that  he  may  return 
to  his  family;  he  taking  the  oath  preferibed  by  the  faid  council 
of  fafety. 

Refolved ,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  immedi¬ 
ately  one  hundred  hogfheads  of  rum,  and  forward  the  fame  to  the 
commiffary  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  ' 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration;  whereupon, 

Relolved ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Mercer,  which  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  read  yefterday,  wherein  he  recommends  colonel  Flump- 
ton  to  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  the  new  army,  and  captain 
Dawfon  to  a  majority,  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  : 

That  captain  Perfifer  Frazer  be  commiffioned  as  major  of  col. 
Wayne’s  battalion  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops,  in  the  room  of  ma¬ 
jor  Houfigger  promoted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  having  exe¬ 
cuted  that  lervice,  and  returned,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved ,  That  Charles  Startin  be  permitted  to  return  to  Eng¬ 
land 
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think'- lth  hlS  W,fe  and  fami]y’  fromany  of  the  United  States  he 
thinks  proper,  except  New- York. 

rhe  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
j  o  Martin  Houfman,  for  the  hire  ofhiswaegon  and  ferriages 

“d  M'Uo"id'! 


To  George  Campbell  for  his  own  and  Mr.  Caldwell’s  and  Mr. 

banv  7/Tll’  aS  an,  r  Vt0  m°,,Cy  tV°m  Ph'‘adelphia  to  Al- 
kanj,  j be;  dollars  and  fixtv-feven  ninetieths-  ^ 

offiir  J,°,h  d :;rarhaw,k’ .  f?r  ‘J1;118’  &c-  ^  the  ufe  of  the  treafury- 
’  p  ll°hdrs  ailfi  eighty-foul-  ninetieths: 

■  °  ^dTk  ,Kfrcher«  a  1>alance  of  3 ' 50  dollars  and  thirty  fix 

j-  b’.the.  whole  ofhls  account  amounting  to  8483  dollars  and 

my -fix  ninetieths ;  of  which  he  has  received  5333  dollars  and 
thiitymneueths;  the  balance  ft  3150  dollars  and  thirty -fix  nine- 

Otdered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  trea¬ 
sury,  on  the  ways  and  means  for  railing  a  farther  fum  of  money  • 
whereupon,  J  * 

Rejoined,  That  five  millions  of  continental  dollars  be  immedi¬ 
ately  borrowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  at  the  annual  in- 
teieU  oi  tour  per  cent,  per  annum  : 

.  That  the  fai‘h  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  the  lenders  for 
In"  payment  ot  the  {urns  to  be  borrowed,  and  the  intereft  ariiine 

thereon,  and  that  certificates  be  given  to  the  lenders  in  the  form 
iolJowmg,  viz. 

ri  he  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  the  receipt  of _ 

dollars  from - ,  which  they  promife  to  pay  to  the  faid _ ,  or 

beater,  on  the  day  of - ,  with  intereft  annually,  at 

the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of 
the  United  States,  pafled  the  third  day  of  Odlober,  1776.  Wit- 
nefs  the  hand  of  the  treafurer,  this - day  of - ’  py.  D. 

Counterligned”  by  the  commiflioners  of  one  of  the  loan-offices 
hereafter  mentioned. 

idiat,  for  the  convenience  of  the  lenders,  a  loan-office  be  efta- 
blifliLCi  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  a  commiffioner  to  fuper- 
intend  fuch  office  be  appointed  by  the  faid  Hates  refpe&ively, 

[)  ich  are  to  be  rcfponiible  for  the  faithful  difcharjre  of  their  duty 
in  the  faid  offices  :  9 

i  hat  tiu  buhnefr,  or  the  faid  commiflioners  fhall  be  to  deliver 
certificates  for  all  fuch  films  of  money,  as  fhall  be  brought  into 
their  refpe&ive  offices  agreeable  to  thefe  refolutions,  which  certifi¬ 
cates  fhall  be  indented  and  the  checks  kept  in  the  faid  office _ _ 

to  keep  hooks,  in  which  regular  entries  fhall  be  made  of  the  fums 
borrowed  and  the  time  when,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons,  by 

whom  the  faid  fums  were  lent - to  tranfmit  to  the  continental 

treafurer 
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treafurer  once  a  month  an  account  of  the  cafii  in  their  rcfpe&ive 
offices,  and  to  anfwer  all  draughts  of  the  treafurer  to  the  amount 
of  the  cafh,  which  they  ffiall  at  any  time  have  in  their  hands,  as  a- 

forefaid  : 

That  the  treafurer  of  the  United  States  ffiall  fend  to  the  refpec- 
tive  loan  offices  fuch  a  number  of  certificates  and  of  fuch  denomi¬ 
nations  as  ffiall  be  ordered  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  : 

That  no  certificate  be  iflued  for  a  lefs  fum  than  three  hundred 
dollars  : 

That  the  feveral  fums  of  money  to  be  borrowed  {hall  be  repaid 
at  the  office,  where  the  fame  was  lent  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  and  that — the  annual  intereil  ffiall  likewife  be  paid  at  the 
faid  office  : 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  of  the  refpe£live  loan  offices  be  inti- 
tled  to  receive  of  the  United  States,  one  eighth  per  cent,  on  all  mo¬ 
nies,  which  ffiall  be  brought  into  their  refpedive  loan  offices  in  lieu 
of  all  claims  and  demands,  that  they  may  have  for  tranfacfing 
the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  office. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  they  fhall  judge  neceflary  for  purchafing,  arming  and 
equipping  a  frigate,  and  two  cutters  in  Europe,  and  to  give  pro¬ 
per  orders  for  the  faid  frigate  making  a  cruize  in  the  Britifh  chan¬ 
nel  againft  our  enemies,  and  for  the  faid  cutters  to  be  employed  in 
tranfporting  to  thefe  dates,  fuch  articles,  as  the  faid  committee 
have  been  ordered  to  import. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  October  4,  1776. 

A  petition  from  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brig  Andrew  Dona 
was  prefented,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  continental  agents  in  Philadelphia,  be  direc¬ 
ted  with  all  difpateh  to  make  an  eftimate  of  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  Andrew  Doria,  and  lay  the  fame  before  the  marine  committee 
for  their  approbation  ;  and  that  the  faid  agents  be  directed  to  pay 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Andrew  Doria,  one  half  of  what 
may  be  eftimated  to  be  due  to  them  : 

That  the  laid  agents  be  farther  directed  to  make  an  eftimate  of 
the  {lores  and  prizes  taken  by  the  fleet,  commanded  by  commo¬ 
dore  Hopkins  and  brought  from  Providence,  and  lay  the  fame 
before  the  marine  committee  for  approbation  as  aforefaid,  and 
pay  to  the  officers  and  men  intitled  thereto,  one  half  of  what  may 
be  eftimated  to  be  due  to  them. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  and  3d  from  general  Waffiington,  and  two 
of  the  25th  and  26th  September  from  general  Schuyler  being  re¬ 
ceived,  were  read. 

Conerefs 
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.wwttT;s  -4  •*»  **~ 

A^rrB:v}T clay  refcrred>  b«ng  p°vn<a  * 

^lajourned  to  ten  o  clock  to-morrow.  6  *  ^ 

Saturday,  October  t> ,  i  y  y  6. 

copy  of  refnl^lL  2 ^n° ^  ^ePtt“m^>er  ^rom  James  Sowdoin ,  with  a 

BaPy  •  one  of T™  'Tf  7  T  Seneral  affembly  of  Maffachufets- 

fafctv  nf  N  i-T  2+tn‘.cf  t  lC  blme  montb  from  the  committee  of 

nor  1  ■  ■  NnW'HamPfll,re;  and  one  of  the  3d  inftant  from  gover- 
noi  L,ivmg(ton  were  read.  6 

ScImT^'T?1  the  ]etters  from  Seneral  Wafhington  and  general 
bclnuler  with  the  papers  inclofed,  which  were  read  yefterday,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war:  ■  1  * 

lhat  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bowdoin  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee ; 

1  hat  the  letter  from  governor  Livirrgfton  be  referred  to  a  cora- 

rm  tec  of  three,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  direfted  to  take  in- 

ro  ,co n “deration  the  cafe  of  the  prifoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadel- 
pnia.  & 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Rofa,  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

’  a^  fhe  petition  of  Jacob  Sheafe  be  referred  to  the 
omnu  ionci0  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  upon  the  appeal  a- 
gain.t  thc^fentenee  on  the  libel  again#  the  fhip  Elizabeth  : 

j  nat  *v*  ^eters>  be  impowered  to  profecute  the  faid  ap- 

Refolded,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direded  to  fell  to  Tofeph 
Golden  10  lb.  of  powder. 

^  Refolvcd ,  1  hat  five  months  pay  be  advanced  to  the  officers,  and 

three  months  pay  to  the  men  who  were  taken  prifoners  in  Canada, 

aiu  ^bcle  United  States  by  general  Carlton. 

.  RtfoRcdy  i  hat  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  which  was  brought 

jn  the  J4th  September  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday 
next 

Oi dried.  That  the  board  of  war  at  that  time  lay  before  Con- 
gic  is  the  papers  relative  to  the  difpute  between  the  court-martial, 
*»nd  brigadier-general  Arnold. 

^  Rtfoluedy  I  hat  the  continental  agents  be  direded  to  deliver  to 
t ne  commiffiary  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  all  the  fait  in 
their  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

i  he  fevcral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  October  y,  1776. 

Rcjoh  cd)  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of 
Laiicafter,  for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  expences  of  enclofing 

the 
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the  barracks  in  that  borrough  with  a  ftockade,  and  fupporting  a 
rrnnrd'  the  laid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  oroceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy-mufler-mafter- 
peneral  for  the  Hying  camp,  in  the  room  of  jon.  13.  Smith,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Davies  was  elected. 

A  letter  ot  the  14th  of  September  from  brigadier* general  Moore, 
and  one  from  John  Hanlon  dated  St.  Croix,  14th  Augult  being 
received,  were  read. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflemblies  and  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  United  States  relpeftively,  to  annex  fuch  penalties 
by  law  to  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  the  certificates  or  notes  of 
the  continental  loan  office,  as  are  or  ihall  be  annexed  to  the  crime 
of  counterfeiting  the  continental  currency. 

Ordered ,  That  the  refolutions  for  borrowing  live  millions  of 

,  o 

dollars,  together  with  the  above  refolve  be  publifhed,  and  copies 
thereof  fent  to  each  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  refpe&ive 
Hates  be  delired  to  lend  to  the  committee  of  the  continental  treafu- 
ry  the  names  of  the  commiffioners  by  them  appointed  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  faid  relolutions. 

A  petition  from  James  Browne,  a  priforier,  was  laid  before  Con- 
greis  and  read*  praying  for  leave  to  return  to  Ireland,  the  place 
of  his  nativity  : 

Refolve d ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

General  Lee  having  informed  Congrefs  of  his  arrival  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  that  he  waited  their  orders  : 

Ordered ,  That  general  Lee  attend  in  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  I  hat  a  commiffary  of  prifoners  of  war  be  appointed  in 
each  of  the  United  States  : 


That  the  faid  commiflaries  be  direHed  to  make  monthly  returns 
of  the  Hate  and  condition  of  the  prifoners  under  their  refpedtive 
care,  to  the  board  of  war  : 


1  hat  the  laid  commiflaries  be  appointed  by  the  refpeflive  Hates. 

Agreeable  to  order,  general  Lee  attended,  and  having  given  an 
account  of  the  flate  of  affairs  in  the  foutliern  department,  he  with¬ 
drew. 

The  fecret  committee  informed  Congrefs  that  they  have  charter¬ 
ed  and  loaded  in  Virginia,  the  Aurora,  late  the  prize  fnip  called 
the  Oxford,  for  account  of  the  continent  •  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  and  council 
of  Virginia,  and  requeft  them  to  give  all  the  affiflance  in  their 
power,  in  manning  arid  difpatching  the  faid  fhip. 

Refolved,  That  Matthias  Hite  a  firft  lieutenant  of  the  eighth 
Virginia  battalion,  have  a  continental  commiffion  in  lieu  of 'that 
which,  he  received  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  that  flate,  and 
that  his  commiffion  bear  date  the  19th  of  February  lafl. 


Vo  l.  ir. 


E 


Refolved \ 
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Ref.Led,  That  general  Lee  he  diiedled  to  repair  to  the  camn  a" 
Haerlem,  with  leave,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  vi/it  the  pods  in 

f;  Jb;  COnTttee  =?PPoi»ted  to  take  into  conf, deration  the  applica¬ 
te",  ported  P  MU  S°Uth'Carolin=*.  «  behalf  of  genera! 

*E'fl  ».  proM  *.*£*£%  tZ’ 

mfy  him  agamlt  any  lofs,  which  he  might  fuilain  in  “  r  d 
thereof,  he  having  at  that  time  a  coDfidSiitrfnS^rS 
nm  by  perfons  in  the  kmgdom  of  Great  Britain,  whicl/he  was 
e.olved  to  draw  from  thence  as  foon  as  poffible.  That  the  Con 
grefs  unanimoufty  concurred  in  his  propofal  •  That  hr  nrr  j- 
/  «*«*j ‘into  their  fervice-;  that  h/hjfi^  drawn  bills  uponli' 
age'U  \n  Lngiand>  wh>ch  bills  have  been  returned  protefted .P  That 
general  Lee  having  purchafed  an  eftate  in  Virginia,  the  purchase 
money  for  which  has  been  long  due,  is  likely  to  fuftain  by  means 
of  the  protefted  bills  many  injuries,  unlefs  this  houfe  prevent  the 
fame  by  an  advance  of  thirty  thoufand  dollars  whereupon, 

R'folved,  That  the  fum  of  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  gene- 
ral  Lee,  upon  h.s  giving  bond  to  the  treafurer  to  account  fo?  the 
Gme,  and  taking  fuchtteps,  in  conjunftion  with  Robert  Morris. 
T  on  behalf  or  the  Congrefs,  as  will  fecnre  the  mod  effeflual 

1  ansfer  of  his  eftate  in  England,  to  reimburfe  the  Congrefs  for  the 
advance  now  made  to  him.  & 

Ordered,  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  foreffoino-  re- 
port,  prepare  a  fuitable  bond.  6  6 

Congrefs  took  into  conf, deration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
or  the  4th  in  it  ant  ;  whereupon, 

tefibed.  That  Monfr.  Pierre  Francois  de  Bois  be  commiffioned 
as  a  major  oy  brevet,  and  fent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  employed 
in  fuch  way  as  he  (hall  think  proper  :  r  ; 

1  fiat  Mr.  Bartholomew  Van  Iieer’s  account  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  eaufes  of  the  mif- 
carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  report: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  24th  and  25th  of 
September;  whereupon,  * 

Refolvcd ,  That  as  a  farther  encouragement  for  gentlemen  of  ab>- 
Tities,  to  engage  as  commiffion  officers  in  the  "battalions  to  be 
furm  flicd  by  the  feveral  Hates  to  ferve  during  the  war,  their 
monthly  pay  be  encreafrd,  as  follows  : 

A  colonel,  75  dollars. 

Lieutenant-colonel,  60 


A  major. 
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A  major,  50  dollars. 

Captain,  40 

Lieutenant,  27 

Eniign,  20  , 

(Quarter- Mailer,  27  and  a  half. 

Adjutant,  40  dollars. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  conlideration  of  the  report  be  poll* 
poned. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poHponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Ofl.cb.sr  8,  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th  from  general  Washington  with 
fundry  papers  indofed  ;  one  of  the  4th  from  the  convention  of 
New  - York ;  one  of  the  27th  of  September  from  the  council  of 
Maflachufets-Bay  ;  one  of  the  2d  inllant  from  John  Livingflon ; 
and  one  from  John  Heyleger  dated  St.  Croix,  4th  of  September, 
were  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  John  Heyleger  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war  ;  that  the  letter  from  John  Livingflon  be  referred  to 
the  fecret  committee,  who  are  directed  to  fend  to  Mr.  Living- 
lion’s  mill  the  10  tons  offalt  petre  fentlail  winter  to  Maflachufets- 
Bay. 

Three  petitions  from  fundry  prifoners  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  Hate  of  the  prifoners. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh. 

Whereas  it  is  neceflary  that  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effedlual  mea- 
fures  be  taken  for  raifing  the  new  army, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflemblies,  conven¬ 
tions,  and  councils  of  fafety  of  the  feveral  Hates,  which  have  any 
regiments  now  in  the  continental  fervice,  either  at  New-York, 
Ticonderoga,  or  New-Jerfey,  that  they  forthwith  appoint  com¬ 
mittees  to  proceed  to  thofe  places  with  full  powers  to  appoint  all 
the  officers  of  the  regiments  to  be  railed  by  their  Hates  under  the 
new  eflablifhment,  that  fuch  officers  may  proceed  immediately  to 
inlift  fuch  men  as  are  now  in  the  fervice,  and  incline  to  reinlilt 
during  the  war,  and  that  fuch  committees  be  inftru&ed  to  advife 
with  the  general  officers,  and  promote  fuch  officers,  as  have  dif- 
tinguilhed  themfelves  for  their  abilities,  a&ivity  and  vigilance  in 
the  fervice,  and  efpecially  for  t^eir  attention  to  military  difeipliqe: 

That  the  faid  committees  be  alfo  inHru&ed  not  to  appoint  any 
officer,  who  has  left,  or  (hall  leave  his  Hation  in  the  army,  and  is 
abient  without  leave  from  the  general  or  fome  other  officer  having 
authority  to  grant  the  fame.  & 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refactions  be  fent  to  each  of 
the  United  States. 


Congrefs 


*  - 
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•  '  ^ lc^,mc(l  ^le  confideration  of  the  reports  of  the  com? 

°n,  tlle  Seneral  s  letters,  and  of  that  which  went  to  the 
camp  •  w  Hereupon, 

•rr*  J0l''c  nJ  ^iat  ^t;i  tnc  ^art-her  encouragement  of  the  non-cora- 
niiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  ftall  engage  in  the  fervice. 

f  ■  ,'njL  lc  War>  a  ("'.t  0:  cloaths  be  annually  given  each  of  the 
a  d  officers  and  fold.ers,  to  confift,  for  the  prefent  year,  of  two 

mu,  hunting  hurts,  two  pair  of  overalls,  a  leathern  or  woollen 

twTr  f  I  flefres’r°,nsPalr  °f  breeches,  a  hat  or  leathern  can, 

1  '  "  u‘°  Pa,r  of  llo<«  ai>d  two  pair  of  ffioes,  amounting  in 

tD  th.c  value  of  twenty  dollars,  or  that  fum  to  be  pafdto 
th  fold.er,  wno  find  procure  thofe  articles  for  himfelf,  arid  pro- 
e  a  certificate  thereof,  from  the  captain  of  the  company  to 
jvruch  he  belongs  to  the  pay-mafler  of  the  regiment. 

iwjo/ved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  con¬ 
ventions  of  trie  retpective  dates  from  Virginia  to  New-Hampfhire 
tncluHvely,  to  take  the  mol  effedual  meafures  for  competing,  by 

,  l  jt''  °*  1  'ovember,  their  proportions  of  the  levies  to  be  raifed 
during  the  war. 

.  /IS  the  army  has  greatly  buffered  through  the  defeft  of  fome  of 
its  regimental  officers, 

.  Refolded,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  conven- 

tions  o.  the  refpedive  dates,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  that 
?  the  °®cers  t0.be  hereafter  appointed,  be  men  of  honour  and 
Known  anilities,  without  a  particular  regard  to  their  having  before 
been  in  lervice,  ° 

1  *  •  r 

ReJolved, ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  reports  be  pofl- 
poned  till  to-morrow.  r 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs,  that  a  veffel 

was  arrived  with  fundry  articles  by  them  imported,  on  account  of 
tne  continent : 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  faid  committee  deliver  to  the  board  of  war 
.  1  articles  as  are  fuitable  for  the  army,  and  to  the  marine  com¬ 
mittee  fuch  as  arc  for  the  navy,  and  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  inch  as  arc 
for  cloathing,,  to  be  made  up  for  the  foldiers. 

I  he  feveial  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed: 
Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Oclober  9,  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  pa¬ 
pers  inclofed,  were  laid  before  Congrels  and  read: 

Chdcred,  i  hat  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
the  letters  heretofore  received  from  general  Washington,  general 
Schuyler, and  the  other  general  officers,  be  lodged  in  the  war-office. 

Ucjolved,  i’hat  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  major  Pierre 
l  rancois  de  Buis;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Daccarere  and  his  partper  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  marine  committee.  Application 
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Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  captain  Dirks,  late  from 
Surrinam,  to,  be  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  as  an 

engineer: 

Refolved,  That  he  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  bond  to  be 
given  by  general  Lee,  for  the  30,000  dollars  advanced  to  him, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  who  went  to  the  camp;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  no  regimental  hofpitals  be  for  the  future  allowed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  general  hofpital: 

That  John  Morgan,  Efq;  provide  and  fuperintend  a  hofpital  at 
a  proper  diftance  from  the  camp,  for  the  army  poked  on  the  eak 
fide  of  Hud  foil’s  river: 

That  William  Shippen,  jun.  Efq;  provide  and  fuperintend  a 
hofpital  for  the  army,  in  the  f  ate  of  New-Jerfey: 

That  each  of  the  hofpitals  be  fupplied  by  the  refpedlive  direc¬ 
tors,  with  fuch  a  number  of  burgeons,  apothecaries,  furgeons 
mates  and  other  affiilants,  and  alio  fuch  quantities  of  medicines, 
bedding,  and  other  licceffaries,  as  they  (hall  judge  expedient: 

That  they  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs  and  the  commander 
in  chief,  of  the  officers  and  affiilants  of  each  denomination,  and 
alfo  the  numbers  of  fick  and  dcceafed  in  their  refpedtive  hofpitals: 

That  the  regimental  furgeons  be  directed  to  fend  to  the  general 
hofpitals  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  of  their  refpedtive  regiments,  as 
being  confined  by  wounds  or  other  diforders,  {hall  require  nurfes 
pr  conkant  attendance,  and  from  time  to  time  to  apply  to  the 
quarter-maflcr  general,  or  his  deputy,  for  convenient  waggons 
for  this  purpofe;  alfo,  that  they  apply  to  the  directors  in^their 
refpective  departments,  for  medicines  and  other  neceffiaries  : 

That  the  wages  of  nurfes  be  augmented  to  one  dollar  a  week  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  resri merit  be  directed  once 
a  week  to  fend  a  commiffioned  officer  to  vint  the  fick  of  his  re- 
fpe£live  regiment  in  the  general  hofpital,  and  report  their  kate  to 
him : 

That  a  commiffiary  of  cloathing  be  appointed  for  each  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,  vvhofe  duty  (hall  be  to  make  conkant 
returns  to  the  affemblies  or  conventions  of  the  refpedtive  kales,  of 
the  cloathing  wanted  for  their  feveral  regiments,  to  receive  and 
pay  for  the  fame,  to  deliver  it  to  the  pay-makers  of  the  refpe&ive 
regiments,  to  be  by  them  dikributed  to  the  non  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers,  and  deducted  from  their  wages  refpcdliveb’, 
unlefs  allowed  as  a  bounty  by  order  of  Congrefs: 

That  the  commiffiary  general  be  impowered  to  appoint  as  many 
conductors  for  the  commiffiary  of  (lores,  and  affiilants  to  the  com- 
nuffary  of  cloathing,  as  he  fnall  from  time  to  time  judge  neceffary, 
zpd  report  their  names  to  Congrefs '  ** 

That 
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Nc'w^YorJ-'1  with  ^depUty  ,Commi,rary  of  ftores  for  the  army  at 

RelZ; Tub  ue p/y ,of tlurty dollars a month.  y 

p.»ed  ,h"  of  the  report  b,  po». 

7hat  the  u°ard  °f  War  fend  3°0  lb.  of  powder  to  col. 

The  feveral’ matte  t  T’0?  ^  made  for  the  United  States, 
tie  levcral  matters  to  th.s  day  referred,  bein?  noftooned . 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow.  S  P  P  5 

Thursday,  OCiober  10,  1 776. 

smtr 1 ssJTssr in,  n aniei  Moritan  and  °ne  fr°m 

Canada,  wte  reacf:  ’  teMnt  N‘Ch°ls’  late -turned  from 

by  the  enemy  inT^ffaulton  £ueb£  ^  ^ 

to  tCTfr  Prederick  Seesar  was  read,  praying  for  leave 
to  refign  h«  office  of  quarter-mailer  to  the  German  battalion  : 

A cjolved.  That  leave  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  John  Melchior  Neff,  and  one  from  Paul  Fool- 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ’ 

WhiprU  "Tth^T1" t,MhaV"ng  recommende'd  captain  Abraham 

Rcfolvedy  That  he  be  promoted  accordingly. 

fid/ra’tlm  T14^/3  rhfr  repo''ted’ thac  tiley  h?‘vc  had  under  con- 

iort  h  h  ra  a  e  Capta'nS  °f  the  "a'7>  and  agreed  to  a 
report,  which  was  read;  whereupon, 


2.  John  Manly, 

3.  He&or  M‘Neil. 

4.  Dudley  Saltonftall, 

5.  Nicholas  Biddle, 

6.  Thomas  Thompfon. 

7.  John  Barry,  _ 

8.  Thomas  Reed, 

9.  Thomas  Grennall, 

10.  Charles  Alexander, 

1  1.  Lambert  Wickes, 
12.  Abraham  Whipple, 


j6.  Hoy  lied  Barker, 
17.  Ifaiah  Robinfon, 


f  the  Virginia,  of 

28 

Hancock, 

32 

— 

Boflon, 

J 

24 

Trumbull, 

28 

— 

Randolph, 

32 

1 

Raleigh, 

32 

Effingham, 

28 

Walhington, 

32 

— 

Congrels, 

28 

Delaware, 

24 

— 

Reprifal, 

16 

Providence, 

28 

Warren, 

32 

Montgomery, 

J 

24 

— 

Lexington, 

16 

Hamden, 

Andrew  Dona, 

J4 

1 8.  John 


i 
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18,  John  Paul  Jones,  of  the  Providence,  of  12  guns. 

19.  James  Jofiah 
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20.  Elifha  Hinman,  — 

21.  Jofeph  Olney,  — . 

22.  James  Robin fon,  — 

23.  John  Young, 

24.  Elifha  Warner,  — 
Lieutenant  Baldwin, 
Lieutenant  Albcrtfon, 


Alfred,  '  28 

Cabot,  16 

Sachem,  10 

Independance,  10 

Fly, 

Wafp,  8 

Mufquito,  4 

Refolved ,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  fettle  the 
rank  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  navy. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
the  form  of  an  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Stone,  and  Mr.  Paine. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  dire&ed  to  take  fuch  fteps  as 
are  neceffary  for  procuring  a  fufficient  number  of  as  large  veffels  as 
the  navigation  of  the  lakes  will  admit  of,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
hates  the  next  campaign,  that  the  command  of  the  lakes  may  be 
effectually  fecured  : 

That  William  Patten  be  appointed  third  lieutenant  in  colonel 
Hand’s  regiment,  in  the  place  of  lieutenant  Clark  refined  : 

That  the  regimental  pay-mafters,  in  the  army  of\he  United 

State^,  have  uhe  rank  of  firit  iieutenants,  and  receive  rations  as 
captains : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  dire&ed  to  negociate  with  general 
Howe  an  exchange  of  the  officers  returned  from  Canada,  and  that 

they  have  a  preference  to  thofe  taken  on  New- York  ifland  and 
Long-Ifland: 

That  general  Wafhington  be  deeded,  if  he  /ball  judge  it  ne- 

ceflary,  to  fink  the  new  /hips  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  cth 
inflant. 

Refolved ,  *1  hat  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  pofL 
poned.  F 

The  committee,  Jo  whom  was  referred  the  cafe  of  William 

Faulkner,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera¬ 
tion;  whereupon, 

.  Ref°lv?dy  That 'William  Faulkner,  a  prifoner  confined  at  Read 

mg,  be  permitted  to  return  to  his  family  in  Tryon  county  noon 
giving  his  parole.  “ 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  a  plan  for  providing  carriages 
whereupon^  *  rep0rt’  wlnch  was  taken  into  confideration; 

Refolved,  That  the  quarter-mafters  in  every  department  be  or¬ 
dered  .0  avoid  preffing  hor/es  and  carriages  as  much  as  poiTtble; 

and 
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houfes  r*  tJiatitlre/  be  hefted  to  g°  to  the  country 

admit,  fuch  horKd* carriers fo*?*  “  J?  T  M  Je 

Jc-nce  whatever  be  done  to  any^  rfo„ h f ’  f  lhat  n?  V'°' 

-ho  go  to  the  camp  „f  theirown  aci  t  Si*  ^  T™*8"’ 
other  neceflaries  of  any  kind.  J>  Jl  PFovlfioBS>  cr 

g»f*  n,a,  1„  ap^iiS  to ‘  *  “““"f  »f  C- 

iSyErJ  “>r "» 

2X&  ££  — 

10  re.™  i“e:r“"  "  ill"“"  M“ck‘>'  ”**  r“i  P~7»S  for  le,„ 
™.lat  'y  prayer  of  the  petition  be  cranted. 
mn<ie  in  the  Virginia  battalions*  liz  appointment,  be 

.hrlS^S^?'  "flh'f'n  comntilSon  to  be  dated 

o,u?;t“c;,v'r“';,ir  ”'onel  of ,!”  **>  — -  *»  t* 

3d'of  September:’  “,“‘l  °f  4^!  «mMm  to  be  d.t.d  ,b, 

bei””  ”“',of  ,hc  *»*  — — » 

^  da«d  .he 

wWfe  ”j°r  “f  4,1 ;  “i®“ ,0  te  d,“<l  «* 

r  .o  .'i  'r.  h'ii”  °f  dlC  fth;  to  be  doted  the 

.he1™!;™  A„“r-  ”,ior  of  il" 3<1:  "mm““  ■<>  >*  ■’«*> 

John  Taylor,  captain  in  the  ift: 
joiin  Chilton,  captain  in  the  ^d ; 

John  Blackwell,  firh  lieutenant  in  do. 

Jofeph  Blackwell,  fecond  lieutenant  in  do. 

John  Afhby,  captain  in  the  ^d;^\ 

}),  ilharn  Neilfon,  fir/l  heutenant;/ commifiions  to  be  dated  the 
I  ham  Ke.th,  2d  do.  C  iSth  of  March: 

.Nathaniel  Afhby,  enfign  in  do.  J 

Charles  Read,  an  enhgn,  in  the  room  of  Robert  Dade. 

Refvlvcdy  1  hat  commiiflions  be  made  out  to  all  the  oflicer.s  of  the 
regiments  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed 


commiifions  to  be 
dated  the  29th 
of  April : 
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pointed  in  the  places  of  others  refigning  and  promoted,  and  he:? 
dates  the  days  on  which  the  reiignations  and  promotions  were  re- 
fpe&ivcly  made. 

A  memorial  from  George  Meafam  was  p relented  to  Congrefs 
and  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of 
cloathing,  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent : 

The  members  choien,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr. 
Penn. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  19th  of  September;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  captivated  by  the 
United  States,  and  not  taken  in  arms,  be  releafed  and  fent  home, 
except  St.  Luke  La  Corne  and  Monf.  Rouville,  the  elder,  uoon 
thi  s  condition,  that  they  fign  a  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  againfl 
the  United  States,  nor  give  intelligence  to  the  enemies  of  thefe  x 
Hates  : 

That  a  regifier  be  kept  of  their  names. 

Ordered ,  That  the  board  of  war  deliver  gunpowder  for  proving 
cannon  made  for  the  United  States,  upon  application  to  them  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  jofeph  Donaldfon,  for  fupplies  to  recruits  to  general  Lee's 
guard,  and  provihons  to  captain  Grier's  company,  and  a  guard 
with  powder  to  Virginia,  20  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths : 

To  William  Faulkner,  a  prifoner  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to 
Reading,  for  his  allowance  from  the  9th  of  April  to  the  7th  of 
Oflober  incktfive,  26  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  52  dollars: 

To  captain  Hazlewood,  captain  Greenway  and  Mr.  Bedford, 
a  balance  of  267  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths,  their  whole  account  of 
charge  for  preparing  fix  fail  of  ftre-fhips  at  New-York,  and  their 
expences  going  to,  in  and  coming  from  New-York  to  Philadelphia, 
being  392  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths;  of  which  they  have  received 
from  S.  Moylan,  Efq;  quarter- matter  general,  125  dollars;  the 
remainder  is  267  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  alfigned  for  appointing  the  com- 
mifiaries  of  cloathing  and  deputy  commiffarv  of  (lores. 

The  fevera!  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pottponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  Oftober  it,  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  7th  and  8th  from  general  Wattiington,  with 
fun  dry  papers  inclofed.  Were  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  i  hat  the  releafe  of  Moni.  de  Ghambault,  as  propofed 
by  general  Wafhmgton,  on  the  requett  of  the  count  D ’Emery, 
\on.  II.  F  3  governor 
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to: 


Me. nor  general  of  the  French  port  of  St.  Domingo,  be  agreed 

\  •  O'  O 


TLat  the  general's  letters  with  the  papers  inclofed  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Rejohed ,  That  general  Washington  be  deft  red,  if  it  be  praai- 
,  e’  b.y  c.vcry  _art  am!  whatever  expencc  to  obftruft  effeftually 
the  navigation  of  the  North  river,  between  fort  Washington  and 
mount  Comtitiilion,  as  well  to  prevent  tile  regrefs  of  the  enemies 
trigntes  uite.y  gone  up,  as  to  hinder  them  from  receiving  fuccours. 

i  nc  iccret  commuue  informed  Congrefs  that  a  veficl  was  arrived 
a  -TueTfland,  with  : undry  articles  imported  by  their  order, 
lor  account  of  the  l  nited  States. 

Ordered)  That  the  fecret  committee  report  in  what  manner  the 
laid  goods  ought  in  their  opinion  to  be  difpofed  of. 

Rtjdved)  g  r,ct  iV^r*  S.  Collins  be  requeued  to  order  the  tents  fit 
.or  uie,  which  belonged  to  William  Barrel  lately  deceafed,  to  be 
e  ivered  lo  J.  M«.ale  foi  the  army,  and  that  the  amount  thereof, 
be  paid  by  Mr.  Meafe  on  application  of  Mr.  Collins,  or  other 
perfon  properly  authoriied  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered)  That  the  marine  committee  deliver  over  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correlpondence,  two  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  cruiiers  row  ready  for  fea,  to  periorm  luch  voyages  as  they 
lhall  think  necelTary  for  tiie  fervice  of  the  hates  : 

That  the  marine  committee  give  orders  to  the  remainder  of  the 
continental  crunc^s  now  in  the  port  o:  Philadelphia,  and  ready  for 
fea,  to  proceed  on  luch  voyages,  or  perform  luch  immediate  feF- 
vices  as  the  Beret  committee  dial!  direct,  in  writing  addrehed  to 
the  commanders  thereof. 

Rejohed ,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  fe¬ 
cret  correlpondence. 

The  membci s  chofen,  Mr.  R.  IT.  .Lee,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and 
Mr.  Hooper. 

I  he  marine  committee  to  wliom  was  referred  the  account  of 
captain  Martindale,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
coniideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rejohed^  I  hat  there  be  paid  to  captain  Sion  Martindale  t li e 
furn  of  144  dollars  and  eighteen  ninetieths,  in  full  of  expences  and 
difhurfemcnti  on  the  brig  \\  allnrigton,  and  other  expences  from 
Halifax  to  Cafeo-Bay. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  Edward  Snikers  of 
Virginia,  produced  an  account  of  rifles  and  other  articles,  furnifh- 
ed  for  the  life  of  colonel  Stevenfon’s  battalion,  amounting  to 
/  3+7  :  4  ;  °»  Virginia  currency,  of  which  captain  Abraham 
Sheppard  is  to  account  for  £  67  :  J  5  :  o,  and  the  remainder  being 
£  z79;  9  •  °>  to  be  charged  to  the  laid  battalion;  that  the  laid 
Snikers  give  credit  for  £  64:  16:  o,  money  aforefaid,  received 
vfrom  colonel  Stevenfon  the  ballance  due  to  the  laid  Snikers,  being 

£  282  : 
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f  2$2  .  .§.  0>  equal  to  94.1  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths,  to  be 
paid  to  Thomas  Rutherford  : 

That  William  Brady  of  colonel  Stevenfon’s  battalion,  drew  an 
order  on  colonel  Valentine  Crawford,  one  of  the  executors  of  the 
late  colonel  Stevenfon,  for  the  ule  of  the  laid  battalion,  ror  the 
fum  of  150  dollars,  which  order  was  paid  by  the  laid  V.  Craw¬ 
ford,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  reimburled  the  lame,  which  is  to  be 
charged  to  the  laid  Brady  : 

That  they  have  had  under  con fide-ration  the  accounts  cf  captain 
J)anie!  Morgan,  amounting  with  his  own  and  tnree  lieutenants 
pay,  the  lofs  of  rides  when  he  was  taken  at  the  Ptorrn  of  Quebec, 
expences  of  recruiting  ins  company,  repairing  guns  which  he  is 
charged  with  and  ought  to  be  allowed,  in  the  whole  to  1389  dol- 
lars  and  eighty  ninetieths  : 

That  the  laid  Morgan  credits  the  feveral  charges  again f:  him  in 
the  continental  books,  amounting  to  1614  dollars  and  eighth  and 
a  half  ninetieths;  by  which  there  appears  to  be  a  ballance  due  to 
the  public  of  224  dollars  and  eighteen  and  a  half  ninetieths  ; 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid  and  credited,  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  faid  report. 

A  petition  from  Wifliam  Jenkins  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  o  f  t  r  e  a  fa  r  y . 

Rsfolvea,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  appoint  a 
deputy  commiffary  of  (lores  for  the  army  near  New-York. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  oath,  to  be 
taken  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  brought  in  the  fame, 
which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  marine  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Hopkins: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  podponed  * 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Gtdober  14,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Lee:  one  of  the  10th  from 
general  Mercer;  one  of  the  30th  September  from  general  Gates; 
one  of  the  ill  indant  from  Job  Trumbull,  advifing  that  he  has 
•drawn  on  the  president  in  favour  of  Thos.  Lowry,  for  60,000 
dollars ;  and  one  of  the  7th  from  general  Wafhington  indofing  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Morgan,  were  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  letters  from  generals  Lee  and  Mercer,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Morgan  be  referred  to  the  medical 
committee. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Mentges  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Th<j 
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om  gene- 


ral'waK  °f  77°  W1hora  Were  ref^ed  the  letters  fr 

which  wt-sfa°en°intoec7tnand-8th  mftant’  brouSht  in  a  report, 
R,r„!  7w  lnto  cqnfiJerauon  ;  whereupon, 

approve"  of  If  1  gener-al  ^aftington  be  informed  the  Congrefs 
«*ppi°\e  or  (us  appointing  P.  PeneN  ^  i  i  ,  .  * 

o«S‘  i;  ,OT  .*T,‘r  '*%»•, 

have  been  incurred  by  the  faid  Pates  a<f '  r  7"  exPences  as 
the  faid  prifoners  :  ’  refPea'vely  on  account  of 

f«-.o  :;7r"Kl  r,rs,  '?  ,””rfi>"ir 

bountv  t,t  in  'i  r  i  °  a  ’  that  le  may  be  enabled  to  pay  the 
war  7  to  fuel,  of  the  troops  aS  lhall  reinlift,  to  ferve  during  the 

pontfW’  That  thC  farther  Confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 

{  be  con^m>ttee  appointed  to  hear  and  determine.  ,mon  ‘he 

wo^th^v^the  ^m!Lthe,feTI,tence  pafTed  on  the  libel  Jolhua  Went- 
vvo.th,  v.  the  ftup  Elizabeth,  reports  as  follows: 

vlA^rrnK  Erq7rr  and  •'» beha|f « wdi  of  the 

7  7  °*  Ame,,'ca>  as  7  J°b<>  Manly,  Daniel  Waters  and 

c f  he  h !7L0'T  m7S7nd  the  °fficers>  mannes  and  mariners, 

thV  faid  Z  t  ''  tT-i’  7  3nd  L>'nch  >"  thfi  fervice  of 
zh-  iuLe  nf 7  S  exh,bl.ted  a  i,bel  before  Jolhua  Brackett, 

777,77  H’  C0Uft  mant.me  of  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire, 

^  ami  tne  br,gant,ne  Llizaheth,  commanded  by  Peter  plnlhy, 

owner  of  tb ^whard  Sartor  Portfmouth  in  Ifew-Hamplhire, 
o«  er  of  the  faid  brigantine,  and  William  Jackfon  and  others  of 

and  m"  r  te  0t,  “^'fets-Bay,  owners  of  fundry  good 

and  merchandize  on  board  of  her,  having  nut  in  their  feveral 

clauna  thereto  and  the  faid  judge  of  the  court  aforefaid,  haviS 

on  the  2,11  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  dc" 

etd  and  r<krttJ  tnf  faid  brigantine,  and  fo  much  of  her'earo-o  as 
was  claimed  to  be  reltored  to  the  refpeidive  claimants,  and  that  the 
c,a  mants  recover  their  legal  cofts  of  court,  from  which  decree  and 
Kn teme  the  faid  Jolhua  Wentworth  appealed  to  Consuls. 

,  /  lle  c°wmittee  of  Congrefs  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  hear  and 
.c,e,  mine  the  laid  appeal,  have  diligently  infpefted  the  proceed¬ 
ings  and  heard  the  parties  by  their  counfels,  and  it  appearing  that 
on  me  id  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  177;,  general 
(rage  commander  iu  chief  of  the  Britilh  forces  then  in  Bolton  in 
u  It, lie  or  Mafrachufets  Bay,  by  his  commiffion  to  Clean  Brufh 
e-ng  directed  him  to  receive  into  his  care  all  fuch  goods,  chattels 
mid  eftedts  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  feme  of  whom  had  de¬ 
parted  from  it,  as  might  be  voluntarily  delivered  into  his  char-e 
by  the  owners  or  by  other  perfpns  with  whom  they  were  left  g,V- 
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inrr  his  receipt  for  them,  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  owners,  when  he 
'faould  be  required  ;  that  on  the  10th  day  of  March  then  following, 
general  Howe,  who  had  fucceeded  general  Gage  in  the  command 
of  the  Britifh  forces  by  his  commiffion  to  the  laid  Crean  Brufh, 
reciting  that  as  he  was  informed  there  were  large  quantities  of 
goods  in  Boflon,  which  if  in  the  polfeffion  of  the  rebels  (as  he 
termed  the  Americans)  might  enable  them  to  carry  on  war,  and 
that  he  had  given  notice  to  all  loyal  inhabitants  to  remove  inch 
goods  from  thence,  and  that  thole  who  would  nor  remove  them  or 
deliver  them  to  the  care  of  the  hud  Crean  Brufh,  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  abettors  of  rebels,  required  him  to  take  into  his  po  he  Hi  on 
all  fuch  goods  33  .  ah  Lye  red  that  defeription,  and  give  certificates  to 
the  owners  that  he  had  received  them  for  their  life,  and  would  deliv¬ 
er  them  to  the  owners,  unavoidable  accidents  excepted,  and  to  feize 
any  fqch  goods,  as  upon  inquiry  fhonld  be  found  fecreted  or  left  in 
Bores,  and  put  them  on  board  of  the  Minerva  (hip,  or  brigantine 
Elizabeth.  That  thereupon  the  faid  Crean  Brufh,  affdted  by  o- 
ther  perfons,  took  into  his  poff^ffion  the  goods  of  the  claimants  a- 
mongib  others,  and  put  them  into  the  laid  brigantine  Elizabeth 
and  other  veffels  in  the  harbour  of  Boflon,  without  the  knowledge 
of  fume  of  the  owners,  and  without  the  confent  of  all  the  others, 
unjefs  it  be  William  Jackfon  and  James  Jackfcn,  of  whofe  confent 
however  there  are  no  other  proofs  than  that  one  of  them  went 
with  his  goods  and  watched  there  on  the  wharf  from  whence  they 
were  fhipped,  and  that  the  other  was  a  paffenger  in  the  faid  bri¬ 
gantine  Elizabeth  in  her  voyage  towards  Halifax.  That  the  faid^ 
Crean  Brufn,  by  certificates  under  his  hands,  acknowledged  feve-® 
ral  parcels  of  the  goods  to  be  in  his  cuRody,  and  engaged  to  pre- 
ferve  them  fafely,  to  make  up  exact  invoices  thereof,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  commander  in  chief,  to  return  them  to  the  own¬ 
ers.  That  on  the  29th  day  of  March  afterwards,  the  faid  Peter 
Ramfay,  by  orders  from  admiral  Shuldham  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
given  about  eight  days  before,  went  on  board  the  Paid  brigantine 
Elizabeth,  into  which  fome  of  the  claimants  goods  had  been  fhift- 
ed  from  the  other  veffels,  and  the  fame  day  between  the  hours  of 
three  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  failed  with  her  under  convoy  of 
the  Britifh  fnip  of  war  Niger,  for  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
that  on  the  Tuefday  following,  the  faid  John  Manly  in  the  Han¬ 
cock  coming  up  with  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth,  which  had  in 
the  mean  time  parted  from  her  convoy,  fired  a  broadfide  at  her, 
which  was  returned  by  a  volley  of  final)  arms,  when  the  faid  Daniel 
Waters  in  the  Lee,  and  the  faid  John  Ayres  in  the  Lynch,  joining 
the  laid  John  Manly,  the. faid  Peter  Ramfay  flruck,  it  being-  about 
lour  or  five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  faid  brigantine 
was  feized  and  carried  into  Pifcataqua  river  in  New-Hampfliire  * 
whereupon  the  committee,  after  mature  deliberation  are  of  opinion*, 
that  the  laid  brigantine  Elizabeth,  is  not  comprehended  in  the  de¬ 
feription 
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Congrefs  of  thff-th^da^o'f  No  Ca^"es  bf  tbe  refolntions  0| 
b«»S  ana„,cdor3  attCrv;ff?er,af’  *=«  forfeited,  no, 
againft  the  United  S-afps*  "  ^  \  em ployed  in  the  prefent  war 

!ane3  to  the  Britiih  army  or  nlXT/ir  pi'OV,ilons  or  other  "ecef. 
mes;  and  that  the  cifJ  ~f  ’  tbmany  of  the  United  Colo- 

of  Congrefs  of  the  ffifth  d  $*  «*">*» 

mignt  by  the  law  of  ifatlons  be  comfe  poflt®°n  of  tlle  enemy, 

celved  not  to  be  the  c2  with  the  tdT  “  >'s  «>». 

her  carnroc*  b^t  tha*  nntwVU  *  /  *d  biigajitine  Elizabeth  and 

captors  to  ec  iee  tt  r  jT  dm2  "  was  the  duty  of  the  re¬ 

owners  who  other W%  l  '2r‘8Tne  KnMher  Car»°;  ai,d  ‘hat  the 

whole,  property  Ta‘^f«#;  a,Dd  P”1’3^  ™u!d  have  I.oJl  their 

that  therefore  the  faid  fentencX  *  rea  onab*°  Ctisfadion  ;  and 
verfed  and  annulled  That  the  f  • .  "r°nTOl.ls>  aad  ought  to  be  re- 
parts  of  her  cargo  as  clawed  **«  fucl> 

reftored  to  the  refpeSive  claimant  ,,1  fw  mant,me>  be 

ted  States  and  the  recaptors  one  twe  f  h  the,r  pa>'lng  Uni¬ 

te  be  determined  b  X  appraise  J  T  X  '**' 
pointed  by  the  judge  of  the  faid  court  :  Thaf  ihe  refid".^^  the 
cargoe  be  fold,  and  the  proceeds  after  dedu&iW  the  like  im-o  "£ 
tmn  and  for  the  fame  ufes,  retained  for  the  peZs  who IXX ^ 
a. ter  prove  them  right  to  the  fame;  that  William  Burk  comman  ’ 

I  n  the  Lt  oArUn"t?£"«  ??*  U  T  *"  **« 

.  *  •  ' .  ,  ,  nitea  who  claimed  a  part  of  the 

*  Siw  to  a  ffi  Xcf  ttrfai^"’  *>  M”S  ***  ™ 

f*  ptnt  -  *»V  «  £ 

toe  appellants  recover  againft  the  claimants  their  cods  t  well  in 

aid  £  th'"1  mr'h  T’  =,3  thC  Pr°recution  of  their  appeal  her»  • 
an.,  that  the  caufe  be  fent  back  to  the  faid  court  maritime  for  that 

cour  to  proceed  ,n  carrying  tin's  fentence  into  execution.’’ 

'  /.th,C  ia,d  rT,r,t  bc,ng  read,  was  agreed  to. 

/Cy'-.YY/,  I  hat  luch  part  of  the  twelfth  adjudged  in  the  fore. 

go.ng  report  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  falvage,  as  belongs  to  the  United 

otates.  be  releafed,  and  given  up  to  the  owners  of, he  goods 

1  he  committee  on  the  Hate  of  the  prifoners  brought  in  a  report 
which  was  read:  •  iUll» 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

I  he  board  of  treafury,  for  the  more  regular  fettlement  of  ac- 
couriu  piopo  ed  fundry  queries  to  Congrefs;  whereupon, 

■  “V01™’  I  hat  no  allowance  be  made  to  officers  for  any  arms 

loft  or  taken  from  them  by  the  enemy:  y 

That  no  officer  holding  two  appointments  in  the  continental 
a.. my  be  paid  for  more  than  one,  after  notice  was  given  to  the 

commanders 
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commanders  of  the  refpedlive  armies,  of  the  rcfolution  of  Con- 
grefs  again  ft  officers  holding  double  commiffions. 

llefolvedi  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  ftipplying  the  treafury  with  a  farther  fum  of  money  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr. 
Hall. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conhdeF 
what  is  to  be  done  with  negroes  taken  by  veffds  of  war,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States: 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  «*Ir. 
Huntington. 

Refolved ,  That  6co  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  R.  Erwin,  wag¬ 
gon-mailer;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  ’Vir¬ 
ginia  troops,  on  their  march  to  New- York,  to  halt  at  Trenton, 
’till  farther  orders. 

Refolved ,  That  the  colonels  of  the  New-Jerfey  militia  make  out 
regular  pay-rolls  of  fuch  of  the  troops  as  have  been  under  their 
command,  when  called  into  the  continental  fervice,  and  have  not 
been  paid  by  the  convention  of  the  faid  hate : 

That  fuch  rolls  be  atteiled  by  the  oaths  of  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  and  captains  of  the  refpedlive  regiments,  and  paid  by  war¬ 
rants  on  the  pay-mailer  there  by  general  Mercer  or  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  in  that  department;  he  paying  due  attention  to  the  re- 
folutions  of  Congref*  tranfmitted  herewith: 

That  one  penny  a  mile  be  allowed,  in  lieu  of  rations,  t«  fuch 
men  as  have  paid  their  expences  while  on  their  march  to  and  from 
the  camp,  from  and  to  their  refpedlive  homes.  A 

The  leveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pollponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Oftoher  15,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  1  ith,  12  th  and  13th,  from  general  Wafhington' 
one  of  the  loth  from  general  Lee ;  one  of  the  10th  from  genera, 
Schuyler;  one  of  the  fame  date  from  general  Green  ;  one  of  the  9th 
from  Jof.  Trumbull;  one  of  the  4th  from  Seth  Warner,  and  one  oj 
the  fame  date  from  brigadier  genera}  Lewis,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  and  p-enera 
Lee  and  Mr.  Trumbull  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  general  Green  be  referred  to  the  medica 
committee,  and  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  to  the  board  o 
treafury. 

Application  being  made  to  Congrefs  by  John  Foxcroft,  Efq 
for  leave  to  go  to  New  York,  to  remove  his  family  from  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  war,  and  relieve  them  from  the  dillrcfs  in  which  they  an 
at  prefent  involved  : 

Refolved,  That  leave  be  granted  him  upon  giving  his  parole  t< 

tin 
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tlle  ^oaic^  war  >  ^ie  *s  not  to  let  out  on  his  journey  before 
next  week.  J  7 

Tlw  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration  ;  whereupon, 

.  ReA'vi’  That  Gates  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  have 

it  not  in  their  power  at  prelent  to  fupply  him  with  the  artillery  he 
aeures,  but  vyiil  procure  luch  as  foon  as  poffible: 

,  ;yhKt  *'V°  iBt3cPf'ldant,  comPani«,  conlifting  of  fifty  men  each. 
lU|  ‘"a^cuiatcly  rai.cd  to  be  commanded  by  lieutenant  Whitcombe, 

~  7  appointed  captain  commandant;  that  he  nominate 
'  Iii  onicers  of  the  laid  two  companies,  who  are  to  be  appointed, 

w.ien  approved  of  by  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  de- 
partrnerit. 

Re/ohed,  Inat  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned.  -  1  1 

YvHiiam  Davis,  who  was  appointed  deputy  mufter-mafter  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  flying  camp,  having  requefted  leave  to  relio-n  that 
commifhon:  ^ 

Refolved ,  That  leave  be  granted,  and  that  to-morrow  be  afhgned 
for  appointing  a  deputy  tmjftcr-mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp. 
Refolved ,  That  27  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  captain  of  the 

guard  appointed  to  attend  the  waggons  carrying  goods  to  Ticon- 

deroo-a. 

<  > 
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b  he  committee  of  trezfury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  the  fol- 

fi 1 , 1  up  p.iions  .ne  fum  ol  913  dollars  and  forty-three  ninetieths* 
for  which  an  order  is  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Thomas  Armour,  viz.’ 

To  Peter  Schlemmcr,  for  victualling  the  militia  on  their  march 
to  New-Jerfev,  -  -  Dollars  43.43  Ninet. 


•To  Frederic  Rnmmel,  for  ditto,  _ . 

To  William  Thompfon,  victualling  general  Lee’s 
guard,  - -  - - -  - - 

To  Elizabeth  Kuntz,  viflu  ailing  militia,  See. 

To  George  Stake,  for  ditto,  —  _ 

To  Adam  Gartner,  ditto,  and  fick  foldiers. 

To  fundries  for  fupplyiau  the  militia  and  eeneral 

Lees  guard,  -  -  - 

To  Elizabeth  Robinfon,  for  ditto,  - - - 

To  And  rew  Ncbbenger,  for  ditto, 


;  . 

To  Godlup  Zegel,  for  ditto  to  gen.  Lee’s  guard. 

To  Zuch, arias  Sturffent,  for  ditto,  - 

To  Martin  Brenefey,  for  ditto,  — .  — 

To  Frederick  Rumble,  for  ditto,  - 

To  Jacob  Bufhong,  for  ditto,  —  — 

To  Daniel  Kyfer,  .for  ditto,  — . — 

To  And.  Ilorzcg,  for  repairing  arms  of  ditto, 

The  whole  amounting  to  —  Dollars  913.43  Ninet. 

r 
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To  Baltzar  Spangler,  and  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Armour,  for 
victualling  a  part  of  general  Lee’s  guard,  nuriing  in  the  fmall-pox, 
&c  at  York-town,  and  for  provisions  to  militia,  158  dollars  and 

twelve  ninetieths :  .  Tt  j  •  t  , 

To  lieutenant  Francis  Nichols,  of  the  late  captain  Hendricks  s 
company,  for  two  months  pay  extraordinary  to  the  following  of¬ 
ficers,  viz. 

To  the  late  capt.  Hendricks  killed  at  the  aiTault 
of  Quebec,  -  -  Dollars  53.30  Ninet. 

To  lieutenant  John  M'Cleland*  who  died  on  the 

march  to  ditto,  -  .  — .  ~  36 

To  the  faid  lieutenant  Nichols,  —  > —  36 

For  the  ufe  of  the  executors  of  capt.  Hendricks’s 
inlifting  money,  when  the  company  was  raifed,  85 
at  1  dollar  and  one  third  each,  —  —  1Tj-3° 

The  whole  amounting  to  - —  —  238.60 

That  there  {hould  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  Francis  Nichols, 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  foldiers  of  his  company  returned 
from  Quebec,  the  fum  of  1753  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths,  un¬ 
til  he  can  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  company  ;  for  which  he  is  to 
be  charged : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  flams  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  trea- 
fury : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  fecret  committee  brought  in  a  report  on  the  diftribution  of 
the  cargo  lately  arrived  at  Providence,  Rhode- Illand,  in  the  brig 
Happy  Return  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  invoice  of  the  cloths  and  blankets 
be  fent  to  general  Mifflin,  quarter- mailer  general,  with  an  order 
to  Meffrs.  Browns  of  Rhode-Ifland,  to  deliver  the  whole  to  his 
order,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  quarter-mafter  ge¬ 
neral  to  have  the  cloths  immediately  made  up  for  the  foldiers  either 
in  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  or  by  the  taylors  in  the  army,  as 
may  be  thought  beft  by  general  Wamington  and  himfelf: 

That  Meffrs.  Browns  be  direCted  to  deliver  to  the  continental 
agent,  at  Rhode-Ifland,  the  remaining  part  of  the  cargo,  with 
orders  to  apply  the  lead,  bullets,  flints,  mufkets  and  powder,  to 
the  ufe  of  the  continental  frigates  andcruizers,  or  fuch  part  there¬ 
of  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  fervice,  and  the  reft  to  remain  for 
future  orders  : 

That  the  faid  agent  be  directed  to  buy  as  much  good  fat  beef  and 
pork  as  can  be  cured  by  the  fait  in  his  poffeflion.  for  the  ufe  of 
the  navy  : 

That  the  agent  be  direCted  to  forward  the  fulphur  of  the  faid 
cargo  to  the  powder- mills  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
Von.  II.  G  3  the 
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pVa  to  Rhode' 1 1?  r  T  7  nt  by  Con«rer#  from  Pl>Uade!- 
f  /  d  ™’  nom  then«  t(>  the  powder  mills  of  MeflVs. 

York8  \°VUCl  W"ntT>  °?  £-he  North  •  m  the  (late  of  New- 
-  orh  t0  be  manufactured  into  gunpowder,  for  the  continental 

+  ^  i  v  lv.v.4  t 

* 

1 ^cj'iced,  Hi  at  40,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R  Dalhm  Ffn-  A* 
putv  pay-mailer  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  'camp  aS  t 

'Itia  |  he  to  he  accountable.  )  °  f  m‘ 

t:ie  teveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beinp- poftponed'- 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  °  1  1 

^  n  EDNE3DAY,  0 richer  16,  1776. 

_  A  letter  of  the  oth  from  E.  Pendleton,  fpeaker  of  the  afferably 

A  rS'ln,a,;  °ne  °r  1  le  1  Uh  fr0m  T-  F'Terfon,  were  read  :  * 

,  Al<i’  3  letg  f1  lhe  ,2tia  f‘'«  J of.  Trumbull,  wherein  he  in- 
r?*  r  rf  ‘Vi.S’  that,  hc  hf  •alPowered  Carpenter  Wharton  to  nur- 
J '  /ak-t0  thc  'veftward  of  New-Jerfey,  and  as  much  pork,  for 
m  ufe  ot  trie  army,  as  fait  can  be  had  for,  and  requefJthat  Mr. 

Wh-uxon  may  be  iupphed  with  fuch  fums  of  money  as  may  be  no 

ZdJ  T°,rumM,n  •rP°le’  arltl  CharSCd  t0  th£  aCC°UntS  °f  him  the 

Refihed,  That  Mr.  Wharton  be  fupplied  accordingly. 

MjolveJ,  I'nat  16,803  dollars  and  fix  ninetieths  be  paid  to  bri- 
gut'.ei  general  Mi  In  in  or  order,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jon. 
t  run, bull,  jun.  Lug  deputy  pay-mafter  general  in  the  northern 
oepart ment ;  the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  draught  in  his  favour,  bv 
J'.in  i  lerce,  affiilant  pay-mafter,  in  behalf  of  the  faid  Jon.  Trum- 
but.,  dated  Albany,  fXT.her  7,  1776,  for  fo  much  flopped  for 

i.im  from  tne  pay  ot  the  feveral  regiments  at  Ticonderosra,  bv  the 
iaul  pay-mafter.  '  •  •  6  ' 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  Commiffary  of  cloathint? 
lor  the  northern  army,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  & 

(reorge  Mv-aiam  was  elected. 

halved,'  1  hat  George  Meafam  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations 
ot  a  major  in  the  continental  fervice. 

Rcjolvcd,  That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  depart- 
meiit  appoint  lmtable  per  Ions  to  appraife  on  oath,  and  deliver  to 
t  ic  laid  commiffary ,  all  articles  of  cloathing  there)  belonging  to 
the  U  nited  States,  and  tranlmit  his  receipts,  with  the  anpraife- 
ment,  to  the  treafury  office  in  Philadelphia  : 

,  T‘lat  thc  raid  commiffary  employ  fuitable  perfons  to  make  the 
cioathing,  and  add  to  the  appraffed  value  of  the  goods,  the  charges 
ot  making  ;  and  that  lie  deliver  the  fame  to  the  regimental  pay. 

mafters,  agreeable  to  the  orders  he  may  receive  from  the  command¬ 
er  aforefaid. 

Refolved ,  Phat  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  appoint 
a  commiffary  of  cioathing  for  the  army  under  his  immediate  com- 

*  mand. 
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mand,  and  that  he  be  alfo  Empowered  to  appoint  a  deputy  mufter- 
m after  for  the  flying  camp. 

Refolved, ,  That  one  ton  of  powder  be  fent  to  North  Carolina  for 
the  ufe  of  the  continen  ta  1  forces  111  that  Hate. 

A  letter  of  the  ill  o:  October  from  John  Roche  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that 
they  do  therein  what  they  fhall  think  proper. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Hate  of  .the  prifoncrs  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  William  Living-lion,  Efq.  governor  of  New- 
Jerfey  be  informed  that  Congrefs  have  conhder  d  his  letter  relative 
to  certain  prisoners  confined  in  Somerset  jail,  and  being  unac¬ 
quainted  ei  therewith  their  characters,  or  the  caui.es  of  their  being 
apprehended,  requell  him  to  inquire  into  the  fame,  and  report  to 
Congrefs  their  names  and  characters  : 

That  foldiers  and  tailors  confined  in  jail  be  hereafter  allowed  one 
dollar  and  one-third,  a  week  ;  the  allowance  of  one  dollar  being 
found  i nfu fheient  to  fupport  them  comfortably. 

Refolved ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

The  marine  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
B.  Marlhall  and  Brothers,  and  certain  propofitions  from  the  Hate 
of  MaffachuHetts-Bay,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  what  relates  to  B.  Marlhall  and  Brothers  be  pofe- 
poned  to  Wednefday  the  23d  inftant. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  court  of  Ma'f- 
fachufetts-Bay ,  to  give  the  continental  agent  the  full  weight  of 

/  J  O  #  O  v. - 

their  influence  to  make  the  frigate  Hancock  ready  for  fea  immedi- 

O  ,  J 

ately;  that  whatever  expence  fhall  accrue  to  the  Hate  of  Mafla- 
chuietts-Ray  either  for  procuring  guns  or.  other  ftores  for  fitting 
the  faid  frigate,  fhall  be  reimburfed  on  demand1;  and  that  in  di¬ 
recting  the  cruize  of  the  faid  frigate  the  Congreis  will  pay  all  the 
regard  to  the  protection  of  the  commerce  or  MaH'achuteUs-Bay, 
that  the  zeal  of  that- Hate  in  the  common  cauie  juftly  intiths  it  to. 

A  petition  from  captain  C.  Roberts  was  read,  and  referred  to 

1  i 

Mr.  W  uton  .  Mr,  Hopkinfon,  and  Mr.  F.  L‘.  Lee,  wl  10  are  direc¬ 
ted  to  inquire  into  the  Lots  therein  fet  forth,  and  report  to  Con* 
grefs. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  d'Aptigqac  was  read,  and  refer* 
red  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  .D.  Campbell  was  read;  .whereupon, 

Rejbhed,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  depart¬ 
ment  be  defired  to  confirm  or  difapprove  the  fentence  of  the  court 
martial  on  col.  D.  Campbell,  as  he  upon  mature  judgment  fhall 
think  proper,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Whi  -reas  fundry  prizes  have  been  heretofore  taken  by  the  1  rifiz- 
ers  fitted  eut  by  general  Wafhington  at  the  continental  expence, 

and 
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and  on  continental  account,  and  no  accounts  thereof  have  yet  been 
rendered  by  the  agents  who  received  and  fold  the  faid  prizes ;  and 
\V  ieKas  aJlJ  diitribution  of  fuch  (hares  of  the  faid  prizes  as  are 
ue  to  t  ie  <.  icers  and  men,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 

Congrefs,  ought  to  he  made;  0 

fn  {T'Tu’  r"'r  n'an'lle  comiT>ittee  be  inipowered  to  order 

ca  dillnbution  of  the  faul  prize  money  amongft  the  parties  in- 

ere  led  herein  ;  and  that  they  recover  from  the  laid  agents  the 
continental  ill  a  re  of  all  the  faid  prizes  :  b 

lhat  theprefent  continental  agents  do  account  with  the  ma- 

rme  committee  from  time  to  time,  for  the  continental  ihare  of  all 

L  reLUVed  ;"'t  lD'd  !>y  them>  and  that  they  pay  the  amount  of 
inch  prizes  to  the  order  of  the  faid  committee  : 

That  the  faid  agents  make  juft  diftributions  of  the  (hares  in  all 
prizes,  that  appertain  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  continental 

3S  “  W"r’  ^greeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  Congrefs,  as 
loon  aiter  the  fales  of  eacn  prize  as  poffible  : 

•  ^  ^  rnar‘ne  committee  apply  all  the  prize  money  they  rer 
ceive  from  the  agents  to  the  fervice  of  the  marine  department,  and 
iici  ea.ter  render  accounts  thereof  to  Congrefs  ; 

That  the  marine  committee  report  from  time  to  time  all  fumsof 
money  they  receive  for  prizes  to  the  treafury,  in  order  that  the 
lame  may  be  charged  to  their  account  in  the  treafury  books. 
i,he  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

I  o  capt.  Sion  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Mofes  Turner,  for  their 
pay  and  rations  from  the  id  of  January  to  the  14th  of  Oftober, 
i  t  ,  >,  the  lijm  ot  572  dollars,  and  feventy-hx  ninetieths. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed  ; 
Adjourned  to  ten  oTIock  to-morrow. 


Phursday,  Ottaber  jy.  Ijj6. 

A  petition  from  Henry  Keppele  was  laid  before  Cono-refs  and 
read,  fettmg  forth,  that  he  hath  entered  an  appeal  acrainff  the  fen- 
tence  patted  on  the  finp  Charming  Peggy,  and  praying  that  a  con¬ 
venient  day  may  be  affigned  for  hearing  the  faid  appeal; 

Refohtd ,  That  a  committee  of  jive  be  appointed  with  full  power 
to  hear  and  determine  upon  faid  appeal  : 

The  members  cholen,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wythe 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wilfon.  * 

(  c'rfs  Pbat  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  revie  w  fuch 
D‘  ^lotions  of  Congrefs  as  relate  to  the  capture  and  condem¬ 
nation  of  prices,  and  report  what  alterations  or  additions  fhould 
be  made  refpecHng  the  fame ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine 
tind  Mr.  Huntington.  * 

A  petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  read ; 


Rt’folved \ 


Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania. 

Refolved, ,  That  a  commifTary  be  appointed  to  fupply  the  batta¬ 
lion  commanded  by  colonel  Mackay  with  provifions;  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Ephraim  Blair.e,  Efq;  was  elecled. 

Refolved,  That  Francis  Lewis,  junr.  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
date  of  Nevr- York  with  Mr.  Foxcroft. 

d  he  committee  to  whom  the  report  pn  the  date  of  the  prifoners 
“  jh  the  jail  of  Philadelphia  was  recommitted,  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  was  taken  into  conlideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  prifoners  from  North-Carolina  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  families,  if  the  convention  of  that  Hate  fhall  be 
of  opinion  they  may  fo  do,  without  dangertothat  or  any  other  of 
the  United  States;  and  in  the  mean  time  that  bedding,  blankets, 
and  other  neceflaries  be  furnifhed  the  gaoler  by  Mr.  Meafe,  for 
the  ufe  of  fuch  prifoners  as  are  unprovided  with  them  : 

That  captain  McKenzie  be  permitted  to  apply  to  the  date  of 
North-Carolina  for  liberty  to  return  there,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
that  he  be  allowed  ten  dollars  to  bear  his  expences  to  Lancader 
county  : 

That  lieutenant  M‘CIean,  an  half  pay  officer  taken  in  Canada, 
be  permitted  to  refide  at  Reading  on  his  parole. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  intelligence  be  appointed  to  fe- 
le£t  and  repoit  inch  authentic  accounts  as  are  from  time  to  time 
received  by  Congrefs  of  the  date  of  the  armies  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  as  they  fhall  judge  proper  to  be  publiffied  by  au¬ 
thority  of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufli,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  M- 
riopkmlon. 


Refolved ,  I  hat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  plan  for 
the  better  regulating  the  treafury  board  : 

^e.  ^ernbers  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Livingdoh,  and  Mr. 
Hopkmfon.  e 

Mr.  Duche  having  by  letter  informed  the  prefident  that  the  date 
of  his  health,  and  his  parochial  duties  were  fuch,  as  obliged  him 
to  decline  the  honor  of  continuing  chaplain  to  Congrefs, 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  return  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  to 
the  revei end  Mr.  Duche,  for  the  devout  and  acceptable  manner 
in  which  he  dif charged  his  duty  during  the  time  he  officiated  as 
chaplain  to  it;  and  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  prefented 
to  him,  as  an  acknowledgment  from  the  houfe  of  his  fervices. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 
f  T°  Ca£ta!n  A*  Trice  for  his  allowance  as  an  officer  prifoner 
TrdoUmApn  ^  I7til,0ftober  ’77^;  inclufive,  being  26  weeks 


s  a  w 
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5  2  dollars : 
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^  o  captain  i  Iiomas  Plefketh  for  his  allowance  from  20th  July 
to  1  Qtl’ October,  1 3  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  26  dollars  : 

o  Geoige  Haas  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  and  his  expences 
1  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Boilon  the  fum  of  12  1  dollars 
snd  twenty-four  ninetieths  : 

'i'o  colonel  Haufegger  for  the  expences  of  hlmfelf  and  two  pri- 

loners  from  Ticonderoga  to  Philadelphia,  57  dollars  and  nine 
ninetieths  r 

r  To  craPta\n  Matthew  Smith  to  be  paid  to  lieutenant.  Archibald 
otce »  for  lnliilmg  his  company  confiding  of  80  men,  at  i  dollar 
a. id  one  thud  each,  166  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  ; 

^  the}  have  examined  the  accounts  exhibited  by  lieutenant 
Pirelli  bald  Steel  of  captain  Smith’s  company,  for  the  pay  of  34 
( iticLis,  and  of  adjutant  Chrifhan  Ftbiger  taken  prifoners  at  Qyie-f 
b^c,  amounting  to  1575  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths,  (exclufive 
o;  the  pay  of  one  ferjeant,  one  corporal  and  twelve  privates  who 
in i  1  -ted  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  amounting  to 
47b  oculars  and  fixty  ninetieths,  which  is  retained)  of  which  he 
received  from  Mr.  J.  Meafe  the  fum  of  3  14  dollars  and  thirty  nine¬ 
tieths,  which  leaves  a  ballance  due  to  the  fa  id  Steel  of  t  26  1  dollars. 

1  hat  there  is  due,  to  George  Steyer  for  linens  furnifhed,  and  to 
1  e  charged  to  captain  John  Nelfon  for  the  ufe  of  his  cprnpany, 
24  dollars  : 

1  o  Adam  Zantzinger  for  the  hire  of  two  waggons  and  the  ex-? 
pence  of  an  efcort  of  light  horfe  with  moneyVrom  Philadelphia  to 
the  camp  near  New- York,  150  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

To  William  Clayton  for  provifions  fupplied  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  24  dollars  and  twenty-feven  ninetieths  : 

i  o  John  Bates  for  4 99  camp  kettles  delivered  by  him  to  Gufla- 
vus  Rifberg,  afliftant  to  the  deputy  quarter  mailer  general,  665 
dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths  : 

To  William  Bentley  to  be  paid  to  colonel  Strieker  for  .provi¬ 
fions  fupplied  the  Virginia  troops  oh  their  march,  17  dollars  and 
fifty -four  ninetieths  : 

To  Jofeph  Bentley  for  provifions  fupplied  the  militia  and  flying 
camp  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  19  dollars  and  feventy-two 
ninetieths  : 

To  Nicholas  Bazin,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  fron\ 
3d  March  to  17'tli  Oclobcr,  is  32  weeks  and  five  fevenths,  at  2 
dollars  a  week,  65  dollars  and  thirty-eight  ninetieths. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

# 

Friday,  October  18,  1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  ill  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rcfolved) 


l 


I 


October,  1776', 
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Re folved \  That  Thaddeus  Kofciufzko  be  appointed  an  engi¬ 
neer  in  the  ferviee  of  the  United  States,  with  the  pay  of  lixty  dol¬ 
lars  a  month,  and  the  rank  of  colonel. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  colonel  M.  Hazen  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

.  The  feveraj  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock, on  Monday. 

1  * . 

Mo  n  d  A  y  ,  Oftober  21,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  and  17th  from  R.  Harrifon  the  general’s 
fecretary  ;  one  of  the  1 8th  from  general  Wafhington  inclofing  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Arnold  and  other  papers  ;  two  of 
the  17th  and  19th  from  general  Mercer;  and  one  from  Kenneth 
Hankanfon,  captain  of  a  veflel  ftranded  on  the  jerfey  fhorc,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  R.  Dallam  was  alfo  read  ;  where¬ 
upon  ,  1 

Re  folved ,  That  t  974.0  dollars  be  paid  to  Guftayus  Rifberg,  af- 
fiflant  to  the  'deputy-quarter-mafler-general  for  the  flying  camp, 
.and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  R.  Dallam  : 

That  5  00,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Jon.  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy - 
paymafter-gener.al  for  the  northern  department : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North-Caro- 
Jina,  and  charged  to  that  date. 

A  letter  of  the  5  th  from  colonel  James  Eadon  was  read. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  that  a  veflel 
was  arrived  in  New- Hampfhire  with  a  cargo  on  account  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  among  which  was  a  quantity  of  flints  ;  it  was  thereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  order  30,000 
of  the  faid  flints  to  general  Schuyler  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the 
northern  department,  and  the  remainder  to  general  Wafhington, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his  immediate  command. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Green  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  theyv 
be  dire&ed  to  apply  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  for 
the  loan  of  as  many  cartridges  as  they  can  fpare,  which  are  to  be 
fent  with  all  poflible  difpatch  to  general  Wafhington,  and  that  they 
take  the  mod  effectual  meafures  to  have  a  fuflicient  quantity  of  car¬ 
tridges  made  up  in  Philadelphia,  and  forwarded  to  general  Wafh¬ 
ington. 

Refolved ,  That  the  powder  in  the  magazine  be  kept  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  ferviee. 

>  Congrefs  being  informed  that  there  is  at  the  lead  mines  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  a  quantity  of  lead  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent, 

Refolved ,  T.  hat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  give  orders  to 
have  it  brought  to  Philadelphia. 

A  memorial 


t  H 
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read  :mern°nal  fr°m  Monf*  Dorre  was  preferred  to  Congrefs  and 

A  letter  oTt'h1  k  bet  ’rferren  t0  the  marine  committee. 

^  letter  of  the  20th  from  R,  fttarWfnn  •  1  .  ri 

ters  from  general  Gates  and  general  Arol^tt!^  "T*  ,  ^ 

one  from  general  Schuyler  oOhc  ,f  thef  I5th>  and  of 

general  Schuyler,  and  one  of  the  i„th  from  Ih  ^  °f  th.‘  l6t^r°m 
York,  being  received,  were  read  •  f  ^  COnventlon  of  New- 

That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

ccnfideration  ;  0wh'™eupon',1SlU  “  reP°ft’  wh‘eh  was  taken  ‘nto 

S:  '**«■** 

department,  provided  they  cm,  £  '"5P  y  h  trooPs  m  that 
•  1  «.  f  can  be  made  at  a  rate  not  exrrrAmn* 

..  f  ^'fpte(,nce  \‘,Sln;a  currency  a  ration ;  the  contractors  to  have  thf 

from  the  place  or  places  where  flattened  :  •  Y> 

I  hat  the  commander  In  chief  of  each  department  be  lm  powered 
ht'  “Lan"’e  of  t!’e  commiffary-general  or  his  deputies  to  employ 
as  many  perfons  under  him  or  them,  at  fuch  falary  or  wages  as  he 

,"a  •  th'"k  adequate,  and  as  he  may  think  the  fervice  from  time 

d'hat^the  rations  allowed  to  the  feveral  officers  on  the  ftaff  in  the 

md  dnt  the  1  ^  &tates’  not  heretofore  fettled,  be  as  follows, 

anu  t  ut  the  deputy  comm.ffary  of  Virginia  be  informed  thereof; 

o  the  deputy  committary  general  6  rations. 

deputy  quarter  matter  general  6  do. 

deputy  pay  matter  general 

deputy  adjutant  general 

deputy  mutter  matter  general 

deputy  judge  advocate 
1  1.  • 


:hapJam 


regimental  furgeon 

r  % 


fu  rgeon’ 


mate 


6  do. 
6  do. 
6  do. 
6  do. 

3  do- 

3  do- 

z  do. 


C> - -  — 4  u o. 

,  .  r.iat  the  deputy  commiffary-general  of  Virginia  be  allowed 

;“3  reaf°nable  travelling  charges,  to  be  fettled  by  the  treafury 
hoard. 

1  he  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  they  have  examined 
:.ie  following  accounts  paid  by  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
’  °y.on,tr  of  the  board,  amounting  to  687  dollars  and  twenty- 
leven  ninetieths;  of  which  he  received  by  the  prefident’s  warrant 
500  dollars,  and  there  remains  due  to  hun  187  dollars  and  twenty- 
feven  ninetieths :  ' 

T7  ,  -  ,  _  .  ,  Dollars .  Ninetieths, 

j  or  paichment  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury-offiee,  2 

Ccorge  Hofnagle’s  account  for  15  of  the  militia,  1  a? 

joun  Sparhawk’s  account  for  quills,  paper-books, 


&c. 


4^1 

j Do  'lars .  Ninetieths* 


Oct  o  b  KR;  1 7?^' 


4° 

16 

12 


6 


3 

17 

16 

2 


for  the  ufe  of  the  commissioners  fent 

to  Albany,  „ 

Henry  Deering  s  account  for  enter¬ 
taining  militia, 

Andrew  Smith’s  account  for  ditto, 

Jofeph  Sheerer’s  account  for  ditto, 
paid  Thomas  Wiggins,  —  ? 

John  Druit,  for  Bernard  Romans  s 
order,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  Ro¬ 
mans,  — 

Conrad  Aider’s  account  for  enter¬ 
taining  militia,  — 

Philip  Upright’s  ditto,  for  ditto  and 
gu^trd  of  powder  to  Virginia, 

John  Nice’s  ditto,  for  ditto, 

Levi  Hollingfw orth’s  account  for  ef- 
sorting  money  to  Amboy, 

William  Perkins,  forfupplies  to  troops. 
Porterage  of  a  box  with  the  Madacbu** 

fetts  papers,  — 

Capt.  Read’s  account  of  cxpences  of 
his  company  on  their  inarch  to  camp, 

Capt.  Wheely’s  account  of  ditto, 

Capt.  M'Kenzie,  for  fubliftance. 

Monk  Lotbinier,  French  chaplain,  one 
Month’s  pay  and  rations,  — - 

Benjamin  Condy,  for  cake  ink, 

Thread  for  the  ufe  of  the  office, 

Secretary  Peters’s  order  for  transport¬ 
ing  lieut.  Symmes’s  baggage,  . 

Allen  M‘ Donald  fen.  Allen  McDonald 
jun.  Alexander  McDonald,  Rennel  M<Do- 
nald,  for  three  weeks  allowance  to  them- 
lelvcs  and  two  fervants,  to  Sept.  24, 

William  Rofs’s  account  of  fubfidance 
£0  militia,  * —  — 

Valentine  Vanholt’s  account  of  ditto, 

R.  Lumfden,  for  wood,  hauling  and 

fawing,  —  — 

John  Strecper’s  account  for  fubfiding 

militia,  —  * — 

Podage  of  a  letter  from  Ticonderoga, 
Monf.  Lotbinier,  one  month’s  pay  and 
rations,  —  —  4X 

Allen  McDonald,  for  the  hire  of  a  wo¬ 
man  fervant  allowed  him  from  4th  of  June 
to  24th  of  September,  j  6  weeks,  3$ 
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Journals  of  C®ngr.ess^ 

John  MfKinzie,  a  prifonerfrom  North- 
Carohna,  his  allowance  from  20th  Sept, 
to  1 7th  Oft.  4  weeks,  7  g 

Bartholomew  Vanhser’s  account  of  dif- 
burfements  to  the  army  in  Canada,  and  6 
months  pay  as  lieutenant,  , 

Uriah  Forreflr,  captain  of  a  company 
in  col.  Irvine’s  battalion,  furnifhing  86 
men,  noH-coiwniifioned  officers  and  pri¬ 
vates,  with  provifions  from  Annapolis  to 
Philadelphia,  715  miles  at  r  d.  a  mile  each, 

^  1  fb  to  ;  captain  and  ^fubalterns  115  miles, 
at  9 1.  in  tiie  whole  . _  12 1 


31 


3! 


Z7 


Total,  ~  687 

Or  which  received  500 

The  ballance  clue,  187  27 

^  T]iat  t i 1  e re  is  due  to  Robert  Jewel,  for  the  maintenance 
Oi  Hate  pnio  iters  in  the  new  goal,  and  for  candles,  &c. 

n-  1  *  ...  4^9- 43  dollars, 

0  t  'i e  .ate  capt.  William  Hendricks’s  company,  and  to 

be  paid  to  lieut.  Francis  Nichols  of  the  faid  company,  for 
t  ne  baibnce  of  an  account  for  their  pay,  arms  loft  at  the 
.  m  of  O  r e bee,  hunting  ffiirts,  &c.  1622  22  dollars. 

^  To  IVillrumPollard,  for  the  expence  of  himfeifand  others 
t!ie  %s>t  horfe,  a?  an  efcort  with  money  from  Philadel- 
P*iia  to  New-  k  ork  and  Bofton.  291.57  dollars 

I  o  jacob  Hartman  tor  the  /lire  of  his  waggon*,  bringing 
the  baggage  of  the  prisoners  from  Canada,  from  Elizabeth- 
town  to  Philadelphia,  16.60  dollars. 

^  o  John  Haii  and  Samuel  Parker,  for  cleaning  and  re¬ 
pairing  200  mulk  ts  with  bayonets,  fcabbards,  &c.  for  the 
Herman  battalion,  215.78  dollars. 

*  {*  man  and  Coxe,  for  carriage  of  powder  from 

i  hilau'clphia  to  7irginia,  and  the  pay  of  capt.  Matthis  for 
taking  charge  of  the  fame,  "  1  ” 


235.81  dollars. 


^  7 

Ordered,  Chat  the  (aid  accounts  be  paid, 

Lou  .»i  efs  to/)i<  into  confideration  the  form  of  the  oath  to 
be  .a.^en  by  the  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent, 
which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows, 

I  ..  do  acknowledge  the  Thirteen  United  States 
;  \  '  m erica,  namely,  New-Hamp/hire,  Maflachufetts-Bav, 
rdio  Bland,  Conncditicut,  New- York,  New-jerfey,  Pemi- 
i/ivanra,  Del;  ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
booth -Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  independent  and 
fove reign  Status,  and  declare  that  the  people  thereof  owe 
r.o  allegiance  or  obedience  to  George  the  third,  king  of 

Great- 


♦ 


October,  1776. 


Great -Britain ;  and  I  renounce,  refufe  and  abjure  any  al¬ 
legiance  or  obedience  to  him  :  and  I  do  fwear  that  I  will  to 
the  utmoii  of  my  power  fupport,  maintain  and  defend  the 
faid  United  States  againil  ths  'aid  king  George  the  third, 
and  his  heirs  .and  fucceflbrs,  and  his  and  their  abetiors,  ai- 
fiftan'ts  and  adherents,  and  will  ferve  the  faid  United  States 
in  the  office  of  - — ,  which  1  now  hold,  and  in  any  other 
office  which  I  may  hereafter  hold  by  their  appointment  or 
under  their  authority  with  fidelity  and  honour,  and  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  bell  of  my  fkill  and  unaerftaisding.  So  help  me 
God. 

Refolved,  That  every  officer  tv  ho  holds  or  fhali  hereafter 
hold  a  commiffion  or  office  from  Congrefs,  ffall  fhbfcribe 
the  above  declaration  and  take  the  foregoing  oath. 

Refolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  deputy  pay¬ 
master  general  in  Virginia, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow* 


Tuesday,  Oflober  20,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Mifflin  to  capt.  Falkner,  was  laid 

£3  •* 

before  Congrefs  and  read, 

*  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  engage  and  fend  to  head¬ 
quarters,  a  ikiliful  adtive  wharf-builder,  with  proper  af- 
fiftants. 

Tl>e  members  chofeji,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  WiJTon,  and  Mr, 
Rofs. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  monlienr  O.  H.  Rouville,  his  fervant  V.  H.  de  Beau- 


bafiin,  J.  B.  H.  deRouville,  Jofeph  cle  jarlais,  and  jofeph 
and  Gabriel  Heiter,  for  their  allowance  from  13th  July 
to  1 8th  October,  1776,  186.60  dollars. 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  D.  S.  Franks, 
for  fundry  goods  fupphed  the  army  in  Canada,  amounting 
to  3748.84  dollars,  of  which  he, received  a  wan  ant  of  the 
7 ■  h  of  September  for  1600  dollars,  and  that,  there  is  a 
ballance  nowdaetobim  of  2148.84  dollars. 

That  there  is  due  to  Nathan  Sellers,  for  a  paper-mould, 
letters  and  borders,  79  dollars. 

That  there  ihould  be  advanced  to  col.  HolJinsfwjorth, 
the  fnm  of  1626.60  dollars  for  fupplies  of  lanoris  and 


waggons  for  the  Virginia  battalions  from  the  Head  of  Elk 
to  Chefter,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  firms  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought:  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
cpnfxderation ;  whereupon 


Rsjolvedy 


i 


I 


Journals  of  Congress. 

Refolved ,  That  gene  al  S:huyler*s  application  to  the 
Eaftern  ftates  and  to  the  itate  of  New-York,  for  their  mi¬ 
litia,  is  approved. 

That  the  refolution  for  fending  home  the  Canadians,  be 
impended  till  farther  orders 

riiat  ttie  board  of  war  o.  der  the  feveral  prifoners  in 
Philadelphia,  to  the  places  ot  their  deflination,  and  that 
they  write  to  the  feveral  committees  who  have  the  charge 
of-  prifoners,  nor  to  fufFer  them  to  go  beyond  the  bounds 
allowed  them,  nor  to  permit  any  of  them  to  come  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  Without  leave  firit  obtained  from  the  beard  of 
war. 

Refolved,  That  Mrs.  Antil,  with  her  child  and  filler.  Mi  ft 
Colden,  be  permitted  to  go  to  general  Mercer,  who  is  de- 
iired  to  permit  them  to  proceed  to  New- York,  taking  ef» 
pecial  care  that  they  carry  no  intelligence  to  the  enemy. 

The  fecret  committee  reported,  that  the  cargo  lately 
arrived  at  Portfmouth,  in  the  brig  marquis  of  Kildare, 
cap:  Palmer,  confifts  of  the  following  articles,  viz.  5ooolb 
of  powder,  250  finall  arms,  100,000  flints,  4000  yards  of 
canvas,  4  to  500  jackets,  loo  knapfacks,  100  leg¬ 
gings,  80  large  rugs,  2  bales  of  woollens,  1  bale  of  lin- 
liens,  and  10  tons  of  lead;  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  the  powder,  ioofmall  arms,  2000  Bints, 
part  of  the  canvas,  80  rugs,  and  part  of  the  lead,  be  ap^ 
plied  by  the  continental  agent  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  frigate  Raleigh  : 

That  60.000  flints  be  ferit  to  general  Walhirroton  : 

That  38,000  Hints,  j  50  finall  arms,  100  knapfacks,  toq 
anc*  ^  tons  of  lead,  be  fentto  the  northern  army, 
under  general  Schuyler  and  general  Gates  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  canvas  be  made  into  tents, 
and  fent  to  the  northern  army  : 

That  the  jackets,  if  fit  for  foldiers,  be  fent  to  the  nor* 
them  army  ;  if  fit  for  failors,  be  dillributed  amongft  the 
continental  frigates  at  Portfmouth  and  Rollon: 

That  the  two  hales  of  woollens  be  made  up  into  foldiers 
cloaths  for  the  northern  army; 

That  the  bale  of  linnens,  if  fit  for  foldiers  Hurts,  or 
other  purpofes  for  the  army,  be  made  up  and  fent  to  the 
northern  army,  if  not  fuitable  for  public  uie,  be  fold  to 
the  bed  advantage. 

I'he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  Roberts,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
difagreed  to. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pod- 
ported,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday, 


Wednesday,  October  23,  177^. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  veflel  from  London  to 
Quebec  loaden  with  dry  goods,  among  which  is  a  quan-* 
tity  of  blankets  and  coarfe  cloths,  lit  for  foldiers  cloathing, 
was  lately  taken  and  brought  to  Rhode-Inland, 

Refolvsd,  That  governor  Cooke  be  requeued  immedi¬ 
ately  to  purchafe,  at  continental  expence,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army  under  general  Wafhington,  all  the  faid  blankets 
and  cloths;  that  the  blankets  be  fent  to  general  Wa£h- 
ington,  and  the  cloths  be  made  up  agreeable  to  the  di¬ 
rections  of  brigadier  general  Mifflin,  quarter-mafier  gene¬ 
ral. 

Ordered ,  That  tlie  committee  of  cloathing  forward  the 
above  refolution,  and  acquaint  general  Wafhington  and 
brigadier  general  Mifflin  therewith. 

Rcfolved,  That  two  more  brigadiers  generalise  appointed. 
The  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  William  Maxwell  and 

Colonel  William  Smallwood  were  eledted. 

Certain  refoluiions  palled  by  the  convention  of  Mary¬ 
land,  refpedling  the  railing  the  eight  battalions  allotted 
to  their  Rate,  were  laid  before  ccngrefs,  and  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
who  are  directed  to  report  an  anfwer  thereto  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr, 
Rutledge. 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  to 
coniider  in  what  way  Monfieur  de  Roche  Fermoy  may  be 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent  : 

That  the  application  in  favour  of  liexit.  Van  Hedericli 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  wrar  ; 

That  Samuel  Fairlamb’s  account  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  for  waggonage,  boat-hire,  &c. 
transporting  carpenters  and  their  baggage  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  Pawle’s  Hook,  after  deducting  2  dollars  and  the 
fum  of  23.30  dollars  for  the  hire  of  a  four  horfe  team 
of  William  Allen,  deducted  for  want  of  a  voucher,  and  2 
dollars  paid  by  capt.  Cafdorp,  94  dollars. 

That  they  have. examined  the  account  of  Elihu  Spencer 
for  his  falary  as  a  million  ary  to  North-Crrolina,  from  the 
J4U1  December,  1775,  to  the  4th  May,  1776,  being  4 
months  and  21  days,  at  40  dollars  a  month,  186.43  dollars. 

That  the  faid  mifflonary  ought  to  be  allowed  in  additi¬ 
on  to  his  falary,  26  dollars  per  month,  which  is  75.18  doL 

That 


450 
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forT,h*tJenreceive^  *  warrant  of  the  2orh  December  I  aft, 
for  i.o  dollars,  and  that  there  is  now  due  to  him  the  f«m 

That  there  is  due  to  Alexander  M<W  A4*'63  .i°llars’ 
fo  NhrfK  V  ,  a  r  M Wortcr,  imffionary 

to  rxoi  rh-Larohna,  for  the  bke  rime  at  n  c 

dollars  and  allowance  of  16  dollars’  a  m on th  after  de° 
?hlf  th  u-e  7  !"  re7.iVed’  the  fu">  ‘  i4r.6?  dol! 

For  od L C°  tercb!Ser>  at  18  1-5  36.60  dollars. 

For  R  ‘  ‘S  dlU°,t0  Steel  as  lieutenant,  at  18.  36  dol. 

lm0mhn  22  days  t0  dittoas  adjutant,  from  oth 
vtO"v  ember  to  ilf  Au<*uR  177^  arifi  T 

r  .  x/ 7^>>  at  is.  1-3  160.10  dollars. 

Th*r  whole  amounting  to  232.70  dollars. 

That  there  »  due  to  John  Du., lap  for  97  reams  of  car- 

To  Al«r’/enR  t0i  1 1,con,de^  323. 50  dollars. 

Tv  Alexander  Rutherford,  for  100  bayonet  fcabbards, 

fupphed  capt.  R.  Faikner  of  the  jth  Virginia  regiment, 

TT  ,  .  .  40  dollars. 

•T°  caPr- Hendrick  Smock,  for  expences  of  a  guard  and 
prisoners  from  head-quarters,  New-Jerfey,  to°Philadel- 

^  Vr  ’  n  „  t  .  44.18  dollars. 

To  Rene.  O.  H.  de  Rouville,  a  Canadian  prifoner.  For 
Jus  allowance  from  16th  January  to  13th  July  laft,  25,  5-7 
weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  51.28  dollars. 

i  DT  his  fwvan‘  s  allowance,  25  5.7  24  25  dollars. 

„  .  1  amounting  to  85.63  dollars. 

Ordered,  i  bat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Upon  application  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware 
Refolved,  That  r 20  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt.  John 
Woodgare  of  col.  Patterfon’s  battalion,  lie  to  account  lor 
the  fame  with  the  pay-mafter  of  the  (kid  battalion. 

Congrefs  took  into  conliderntien  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  011  the  petition  of  col.  M.  Hazen,  whereupon 
Rejo.ved,  i  hut  the  fum  of  966  2-3  dollars  be  paid  to  col,, 
k  i^es  Rjzcri  for  his  farming,  fmitii’s  and  potafli,  carpen- 
ter  s,  joinei  s,  cooper  s  and  Have* maker’s  tools,  and  for 
anchois  and  cables  faid  to  be  taken  by,  and  appropriated 
to  tjre  ufe  of,  the  army  under  general  Montgomery. 

^  That  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  the  faid  col. 
i  lazen  remain  on  the  original  eftablifhrnent  thereof,  and 
l>e  reci  u:tea  to  its  full  complement  in  any  of  the  Thirteen 
Lniied  hcares;  as  it  was  upon  thefe  terms  he  entered  into* 
the  ferviee,  and  the  faid  regiment  cannot  he  faid  to  belong 
to  any  particular  (tare,  nor  to  be  any  additional  expeuqs 
in  the  mode  cx  officering  the  fame. 

The 


October,  1776, 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  paRponcd,, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  October  24,  1776. 

A  petition  from  William  Moore,  and  one  from  William 
Rigg,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 
arid  that  the  faid  committee  furnifh  the  petitioners  with 
fubliftance  during  their  refidence  in  Philadelphia. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Hbrlock 
and  — —  Livingfton,  efqrs  for  leave  to  go  to  fiofton,  and 
from  thence  back  to  New- York, 

Refo>ved,  That  leave  be  granted  them  upon  their  giving 
parole.  , 

Rejolved,  That  an  order  for  13  3  1-3  dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  treafurer,  in  favor  of  R.  Peters,  efq ;  fccretary  ro  the 
board  of  war,  to  pay  for  a  light  waggon  purcl:  a  fed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Congrefs,  and  that  he  be  impowered  to  purchafe 
another  light  waggon. 

Rejolved,  That  5© o  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  contract  with  and  fend  an  active  wharf-build¬ 
er,  and  proper  affiltants,  to  general  Wafhmgtqn,  for  i he 
ufe  of  the  faid  wharf-builders. 

h  ejoived,  l  hat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the 
Virginia  battalions  to  march  to  Trenton,  and  there  halt 
till  farther  orders/ 

A  repreleii tation  from  the  council  of  fafeiy  ©f  Pennfyl- 

vania  to  the  board  of  w  ar,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 

lead :  0 

% 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 


A  memorial  from  David  Franks  was  laid  before  Congrefj 
and  read,  defiring  leave  for  himfelf  and  Patrick  Rice,  hh 
vie?  lO  go  to  New-York,  in  order  to  lay  Ins  receipts  and 
vouchers,  for  the  provifions  furnifhecj  to  the  Britifh  prifo- 
neis,  before  the  comrniffary  general,  and  obtain  certifi- 
cates  to  be  prefented  to,  and  figiied  by,  the  general  of  th< 
xsiitilh  forces,  without  which  he  cannot  be  reimburfed. 

.  RJ^ived,  1  hat  leave  be  granted  them,  upon  their  giv 
mg  parole  not  to  give  any  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and 
that  they  will  return  to  this  city, 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Eyre  was  read 

OrcUred,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 

F.I  I.”6”1  'S  Ch°fen'  Mr‘  Lewis>  Mr-  P^ne,  and  Mr. 


A  petition  from  capt,  Anfbmther  a  , 

from  Simon  Carbolais,  wer-  ■  ’  * '  cr'  and  on: 

Reft  bed,  That-  tin 


-J  MV  * 


e  read 

D.  ^ 


Refolve J,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  E.  Blaine,, 
ICfq;  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  raifed  on  the  weftera 
frontiers  of  Pennfylvania,  lie  to  be  accountable. 

Tiie  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poft- 
poned,  Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Qflober  25,  1  776. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  was  read; 
alfo  a  certificate  from  brigadiers  general  H.  Mercer,  and 
P.  Dickinfon,  in  favour  of  the  rev.  John  Nevelling,  who 
officiated  as  chaplain  to  9  battalions,  of  New-Jerfey, 

Ordered ,  That  the  certificate  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury  ;  and  that  they  enquire  how  long  Mr.  Nevelling 
officiated  as  mentioned  in  thd  laid  certificate,  and  allow 
him  for  his  fervices  at  the  rate  of  50  dollars  a  month  ; 

A  petition  from  Alice  Brazier  and  daughter,  Hannah. 
Haynes,  and  Elizabeth  Bouve,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaiury. 

Refohed,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  Mofcs 
Hazen,  towards  inlifting  his  battalion,  he  to  be  account¬ 
able. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  Pv  Zabri/kie  and  J.  Morgan 
Was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafnry. 

A  memorial  from  M.  Irwin  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  they  confer  with  the*council  of  fafety  of  Penn« 
fy] vania  refpecrting  the  fame,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Whipple,  and 
Mr.  Hart. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due 
to  Robeit  Chafe,  late  commander  of  the  Gafpe  ffiip  of  war, 
for  his  allowance  (from  ift  March  to  24th  October,  1776 
.inclufive)  34  weeks,  at  1  dollars,  68  dollars. 

That  they  have  examined  an  account  exhibited  by  capt. 
Robert  Clnggage,  for  fundry  articles  charged  to  him, 
which  he  prays  an  allowance  of,  and  that  he  ought  to  be 
credited  for  the  following  fums  charged  in  the  Bedford 


county  accounts,  wz. 

D;  ill  mg  for  haverfacks,  account  no.  1. 

6  : 

5  :  ro 

Part  of  articles  charged  in  account  no.  31. 

1  : 

13:  6 

Caffi  paid  Bernard  D  ugherty  — 

An  overcharge  in  a  rifle,  bought  of  William 

0  : 

1 5  :  0 

Feeble 


c  :  io  :  o 


c? 


/.  . 

October,  1IJ6, 

A  charge  of  Abraham  Cable,  efq;  in  addi¬ 
tional  recount  no.  2.  —  “  . 

Repairing  arms  charged  in  col.  Irvine  s  ac¬ 
count,  per  vouchers,  no.  7  and  $•  ^ 

Occasional  expences  which  he  paid  for  his 
company  on  their  march  from  Bedford  to 
Bolton,  —  ■  —  —  — 

The  whole  amounting  to  82. 8 2  dollars.  31  :  1  :  10 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Mitchel,  forexpences  of  a  par¬ 
ty  of  light  horfe  going  with  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
Ticonderoga,  a  ballance  of  32I.  16s.  6d.  and  for  coach- 
hire,  expences,  &c.  for  himfelf  and  Mr.  Dunlap,  as  a  guard 
with  gen.  Prefcot  and  brig.  M‘Donald,  and  their  two  fer- 
vants  to  New-York  to  be  exchanged,  78k  1  8s.  6d.  both  fums 
amounting  to  109I.  15s.  equal  to  292.60  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Hodgkin  and  Mr, 
Crowffedt,  two  midihipmen  taken  pvifoners,  tiiree  weeks 
allowance  each,  at  2  dollars,  1 2, dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Roger  Sherman,  efq ;  for  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  (l  ate 
of  the  army  at  New-York,  and  two  fervants,  76.71  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  paid  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  efq; 

Ordered f  That  the  faid  accounts' be  paid. 

Refohed ,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  lieuf. 
David  Zigler,  who  was  wounded  and  is  come  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  the  purpofe  of  perfecting  his  cure. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feve^al  afiem- 
blies  and  conventions  of  the  United  States  forthwith  to 
import,  or  otherwife  procure,  full  fupplies  of  fire  arms, 
bayonets,  brafs  or  other  field  pieces,  powder,  lead,  hints, 
medicines,  intrenching  tools,  tentcloth,  blankets  and  other 
cloathing,  for  fuc  h  of  their  militia  as  are  deficient  therein, 
and  to  fend  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance  a  copy  of 
their  refolutions  for  this  purpofe,  that  the  fame  may  l\c 
laid  before  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed* 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Oflober  28,  1  776.  , 

Refohed,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  to  engage  wharf-builders,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
workmen  engaged,  and  that  they  render  an  account  of 
the  expenditure. 

Aletter  of  the  17th  from  general  Schuyler  was  read,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  report  of  a  court  inquiry  appointed  to 
difeover  whatltores  were  on  board  the  enemy’s  fleet  taken. 
In  the  river  St.  Lawrence; 

Vol.  II.  I  3  Ordered , 
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Ordered^  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

^  setter  of  the  6th  from  brigadier  Andrew  Lewis,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

d  petition  of  William  Savage,  Thomas  Corbett,  and 
John  Scott,  in  behalf  of  William  Wilfon,  together  with 
fundi y  papei s  therein  referred  to,  was  lead,  and  referred 
to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter  of  the  r 6t h  from  the  convention  cf  New- York, 

an<*  a  better  from  1  homas  Cufhing,  dated  in  Auguft,  were 
read  ; 

Ordered  i  hat  the  lad  be  referred  to  the  committee  for 
Indian  affairs. 

Rejolvedy  That  monf.  de  Boys,  upon  refigning  his  com- 
million,  have  leave  to  return  to  Martinico. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  certain  perfons  were  bufy 
in  monopolizing  and  engroffing'  the  articles  neceflary  for 
the  army,  with  a  view  to  enhance  their  price,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  army  from  being  fupplied; 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  this  matter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs  t 

Tiie  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr. 
Rutledge.  , 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Matthew' Ir¬ 
win  w  as  referred,  reported  that  they  have  conferred  with 
the  council  of  lafety  of  Pennfylvania,  who  fay  they  have 
fome  fait  (the  quantity  they  cannot  afeertain)  which  they 
ai  e  willing  to  fell  for  the  ufe  of  the  army: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  committee  apply  to  the  council 
of  fafety,  and  requeft  them  to  fell  to  Mr.M.  Irwin,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army,  as  much  fait  as  they  can  pollibly  fpare. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to 
employ  fuch  perfons  as  they  (hall  think  proper  to  execute 
the  bufinefs  enirulled  to  them,  and  report  their  names  to 
Congrefs  : 

That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  podpa- 
ned  till  to-morrow. 

Tiie  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Thomas  Dunahoo,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  al¬ 
lowance  from  ti  e  13th  of  July  to  the  25th  of  October  inff. 
15  weeks  at  1 .30  dollars  a  week,  20  dollars  : 

To  capt.  William  Brady,  of  the  late  col.  Steven  folds  bat¬ 
talion,  ior  12  rifles  purcliafed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his 
company,  1  77  dollars. 

Ordered }  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The 


r 


October,  177^’ 
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'  The  fevera!  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


fr< 

ne 

in  this  Hate; 


e  of  two  he  appointee!,  with. 


that  they  difpofe  of  the  continental  prifoners  at 


fuch  manner  as  they  fhall  think  belt  •  .  , 

That  all  civil  officers  be  requeued,  and  all  continental 
military  officers  be  ordered,  to  afford  every  afliftance  that 
may  be  required  by  the  laid  committee:  . 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Wiifon  and  Mr.  Hopkinfom 

Refolved,  That  col.  Cadwalader  and  co3.  Bayard  be  re¬ 
queued  to  accompany  the  faid  committed  ro  Briftol. 

'  Refolved ,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  ]. 
Meafe,  for  the  public  fervice,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to.  col.  Buckner,  of  the 
6th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  Me  of  the  laid  battalion, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  Charles  Hughes  have  leave  to  go  the  W  eft> 
Indies  in  the  fchooner  Thiltle. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Bache  was  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  choien,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 

Livingilon.  r  _  .  c 

Whereas  the  fortifying  the  entrance  oi  the  river  ot  cape 
Fear,  in  the  (bate  of  North-Carolina,  will  tend  greatly  to 
the  advantage  and  fecurity  of  that  ftate,  by  furnifhing  a 
fafe  harbour5 for  foreigners  and  excluding  the  enemy’s  /hips  : 

Refolved  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  the  (late  of  North-Carolina  to  fortify  and  fecure, 
at  the  expence  of  their  ftate,  the  entrance  oi  the  laid  ri- 
A  -ver,  by  erecting  batteries  and  other  works  of  defence  ;  by 
placing  obftrudiions  in  proper  parts  of  the  faid  river,  and 
purfuing  fuch  other  meafures  as  in  their  opinion  will  beii 
conduce  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  enemy  s  ihips. 


and  protect  the  trade  of  the  faid  ftate  :  and  in  cafe  heavy 


cannon 
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cannon  cannot  be  procured  in  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina, 
'  ,  L!,V  'ei  1  ^commended  to  the  faid  convention  to  apply 
°  ate  0  Sonth-Carolina,  requefting  tue  loan  of  fuch 
canno  i  as  t  icy  can  (pare  from  their  own  necelfities,  who 
*r  is  not  doubted  will  contribute,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  their 

po  wer,  to  accompli (h  a  purpofe  which  will  be  of  general 
Utility  to  Lae  fouthern  flares.  & 

Congreis  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 

marine  committee,  whereupon  '  . 

fiejoived.  That  no  private  (hips  or  velTels  of  war,  tner- 

rhefefKr^’  /"■  othe'.  vepl*  belonging  to  the  fubjetfs  of 
<  c  4,  e  pci  nutted  to  wear  pendants,  when  in  com* 
pauy  with  continental  (hips  or  velTels  of  war,  without  leave 
iJom  i lie  commanding  officer  thereof; 

.  Tilat  if  a“y  merchant  (hip. or  velTel  (hall  wear  pendants 
,n  con,Pany  with  continental  (hips  or  velTels  of  war,  with- 
out  leave  firft  obtained  from  the  commander  thereof,  fucb 

the' ort'o infer ^  duthorifed  to  take  away  the  pendants  from 

'*  P1  ivate  (hips  or  velTels  of  war  refufe  to  pay  the 
refpect  due  to  the  continental  (liips  or  velTels  of  war  the 
captain  or  commander  fo  refufing  (hall  lofe  his  commiifion. 

ejo  vs  ,  That  cic  farther  confideration  of  tlie  report  be 
poitponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  till  io  o’clock  to-morrow.-  • 

ednesday,  October  qo,  1776. 

I  lie  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Mr.  Allen,  for  his  expences  while  detained  here  for 

4:he  purpofe  of  taking  charge  of  money  for  Virginia,  the 

lum  or  °i  n 

17*20  dollars: 

riiat  a  farther  fum  of  77*46  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Fair- 
ami),  w  hich  will  he  the  ballance  due  to  him  on  his  account 
as  it  now  (lands,  exclufive  of  his  requeft  for  a  farther  al¬ 
lowance  on  the  ration  (lipulated  in  his  contract,  and  of 
27  co.  K  of  wood  not  allowed  for  want  of  vouchers: 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

RefotveJ)  That  the  fum  of  dollars  he  paid  to  captain. 
Moore,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  Europe. 

A  letter  of  this  flay  from  col.  M.  Hazen  was  read  ; 

Aifo  a  petition  from  Andrew  Stalker,  late  commander 
of  ti’.c  hr  g  I  hree  Friends,  praying  for  leave  to  depart  the 
Stares  of  America,  and  re-vifft  ills  native  country  ; 

Refoived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  John  Tillman  was  read. 

A  le<  terof  the  25th  from  gov  Livingflon  was  read  and  re¬ 
ferred  10  Dr.  ftulh,  Mr.  Rofs  and  Mr,  Lynch*  Refoived \ 


< 
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Refohzd,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  Scott,  of 
the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battali¬ 
on,  he  to  be  accountable  z 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  Haufleger,  of  the 
german  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  he  to 
be  accountable.  * 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  Jacob  Myle  to 
be  quarter-mailer,  and  Eberhart  Michael  paymafter  to  the 
german  battalion  ; 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commiflions  grant« 
ed  to  them  accordingly. 

Mr.  Duche  having  b_y  a  letter  to  the  preficffint  acknow¬ 
ledged  his  obligation  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  Con- 
grefs  have  exprefled  their  approbation  of  his  On  vice,  and 
requelled,  as  he  accepted  their  appointment  from  motives 
perfectly  difintereiled,  that  the  i$q  dollars  voted  to  him 
may  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  children  of 
fuch  of  the  pennfylvania  officers  as  have  fallen  in  battle  in 
the  fervice  of  their  country  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  money  be  deposited  with  the  council 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  applied  agreeable  to  the 
requelt  of  Mr.  Duche. 

A  memqtial  from  Robert  Jewell  was  read  1 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  gov* 
Livinglton’s  letter. 

Rejolved,  That  133.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Evans  and 
Stretch,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  guard  going  w  ith 
money  and  cloaihing  for  the  northern  army.;  they  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  monf.  Pierre  Gamelin,  a  prifoner  from  Canada,  for~ 
his  allowance  from  the  26th  of  March  to  the  28th  of  O<5to» 
ber  inclufive,  being  3 1  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  62  dol. 

To  Marcus  Lucullus  Ryal,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance 
from  the  22c!  of  Auguft  to  the  24th  of  October  inclufive, 
9  weeks  at  2  dollars,  *  18  dollars. 

To  lieut.  Jacob  Schalch,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance 
from  the  19th  of  July  to  the  25th  of  October  inclufive,  14 
weeks  at  2  dollars,  28  dollars. 

To  dodfor  James  Gill,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
the  19th  of  July  to  the  25th  of  Odtober  inclufive,  14  weeks 
at  2  dollars,  '  28  dollars. 

To  lieut.  Simon  Evans,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance 
from  the  23d  of  A u gull  to  the  18th  of  Odtober  inclufive,  8 
weeks  at  2  dollars,  *  1  d>  dollars. 

To  Pelaciah  Webber,  for  20olb.  of  rhubarb  600  dollars,. 
To  Alexander  Middleton,  of  the  5th  Virginia  battalion, 

fas?' 
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foi  his  account  of  medicines,  hoard,  nurfery  and  neceffia* 
rie^  for  tne  fick  of  the  faid  battalion,  86.60  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  refolution  of 
the  convention  of  Maryland,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

*  Rsfolvid>  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  convention  of 
nlaiyland,  and  inform  them  that  their  refolutions  relative 
to  tiieii  paying  ten  dollars  in  lieu  of  the  roo  acres  of  land 
deter  mined  by  Congrefs  to  be  given  to  fuch  non-commilfi- 
oned  officers  and  foldiers  as  fhall  inlift  to  ferve  during  the 
war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  if  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution,  prove  extremely  detrimental  to  thefe  hates,  ns  it 
will,  in  all  probability,  induce  fuch  foldiers  as  are  to  com- 
pofethe  remainder  of  the  levies,  to  require  an  equal  funi 
from  tiie  United  States,  and  by  refuting  to  inlift  till  their 
demands  fhali  be  complied  with,  compel  the  Congrefs  to 
the  immediate  payment  of  an  additional  bounty,  "far  be¬ 
yond  what  is  reafonable  : 

1  hat  this  houfe,  being  fatisfied  with  the  propriety  of  of¬ 
fering  land  to  the  folaierv,  a<  an  inducement  to  inlift  in 
the  fervice,  cannot  refcind  the  faid  refolution  ;  and  are  Cff 
opinion,  that  the  faith  which  this  houfe,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  with  which  they  were  vefted,  have  plighted,  muft  be 
obligatory  upon  their  condiments;  that  no  one  ftate  can  l>v 
its  own  a  (ft  be  releafed  therefrom,  and  that  the  intcreft  of 
the  UnitedStates  would  be  deeply  and  injurioufly  affecfted 
fhould  the  Congrefs,  at  this  time,  confent  to  a  compromife 
between  any  ftate  and  the  forces  to  be  by  them  raifed  : 

That  the  faid  convention  by  their  faid  refolution  feem 
to  apprehend  that  their  ftate  would  be  obliged  in  their  in¬ 
dividual  capacity,  to  make  good  the  bounty  of  land  here¬ 
after  to  be  given  to  the  foldiery  ;  whereas  it  was  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  Congrefs  to  provide  the  faid  land  at  the  expence  of 
the  United  States : 

ft  hat  the  faid  convention  be  reqnefted  to  re-conftder  the 
faid  refolutions,  and  to  give  to  their  commiffione,'s  ap¬ 
pointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  fuch  inftnuftions  as  will  en¬ 
able  them  to  carry  into  execution  the  views  of  Congrefs  : 
that  the  faid  convention  be  informed  that  the  paymafter  ge¬ 
neral  has  been  furnifned  with  a  fain  of  money  for  the  pur- 
0  pofe  of  paying  the  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  ordered  hv 
Congrefs  to  fuch  foldiers  as  ftiall  inlift  to  ferve  the  United 
♦Stages  during  the  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  marine  committee  £ 
whereupon 

Rejolved ,  That  the  rank  of  officers  of  marines  be  the 
fame  as  officers  of  ftmilar  coinmiiiions  in  the  land  fervice  2 
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That  the  commanders,  officers.  Teamen  and  marines,  in 
the  continental  navy,  be  entitled  to  one  half  of  merchant 
men,  transports,  and  /lore  ffiips  by  them  taken  from  and 
after  the  firft  day  of  November  1776,  10  be  divided  among 
them  in  the  Shares  and  proportions  fixed  by  former  refo- 
furious  of  Congrefs: 

That  the  commanders,  officers,  Teamen  and  marines  m 
the  continental  navy  be  entitled' to  the  whole  value  of  all 
Ships  and  veSfels  of  war  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Gje&t* 
Britain,  by  them  made  prize  of,  and  all  privateers  author- 
ifed  by  his  britannic  majefly  to  war  rgainfl  thefe  dates,  to 
be  divided  as  aforefaid. 

Refo^vedy  That  the  part  of  the  report  relative  to  the  rank 
and  pay  of  naval  officers  be  referred  to  a  comm  ittee  of  three  2 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Wiripple?  and 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee; 

Refoivedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-corn^ 
mined. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Gttober  31,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  gen.  Green  was  read; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intel¬ 
ligence. 

Rejolvedy  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  ccd.  Zcbidon. 
Butler,  for  the  ufe  of  the  two  companies  raifed  in  the 
town  of  Wefhnoreland  3  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  leave  be  granted  to  col.  Z.  Butler,  or  his  agent,  to 
purchafe  of  the  fait  belonging  to  the  continent,  50  bufhels, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  raifed  in  Weftmbre- 
land. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  R.  Harrifon,  the  general’s  fe¬ 
ar  eta  ry,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  Slrid:  inquiry  refpedi- 
ing  forne  late  dispatches  from  head  quarters,  laid  to  have 
been  loft  on  Monday  lalt  at  Briffol,  reported  ; 

That  they  have  purfued  every  probable  method,  that 
might  lead  to  a  difeovery  of  the  faid  difpatches,  without 
effect-  that  they  have  Strictly  and  carefully  examined  eve¬ 
ry  perfon  who  could  be  fuppofed  'to  have  any  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances,  related  by  the  exprefs,  charged  writh 
the  faid  uifpatches,  refpedting  his  lofs,  but  can  difeovet* 
no  traces  of  the  robbery  or  Health  ;  that  the  faid  exprefs 
does  not  give  fo  clear  and  fatisfaflory  an  account  of  this 
matter  as  fully  to  exculpate  himfelf,  in  the  opinion  of  tfae 
committee  ;  and  that  they  have  therefore  brought  him 
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l>ack  in  order  to  fubmit  him  to  the  further  examination 
of  Congrefs  5  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  Timothy  Dod,  who  had  charge  of  the 
difpatches  from  general  Wafhington,  and  alledges  he  lod 
them  at  Briftol,  be  committed  to  the  cudody  of  R.  Jewell, 
keeper  of  the  public  prifon,  to  be  fafely  kept  till  farther 
orders  of  Congrefs: 

That  Mr.  Jewell  be  directed  to  keep  Timothy  Dod  in 
his  own  apartments  and  family;  and  not  to  permit  any 
of  the  prisoners,  nor  any  perfon,  except  thofe  of  his  own 
family,  to  converfe  with  him,  ’till  farther  orders 

Refblved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  effect  1  al  plan  for  fupprefling  che  internal  enemies 
of  America,  and  preventing  a  communication  of  intelli¬ 
gence  to  out  other  enemies  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr  Rofs. 

Ordersdy  That  the  boa  d  of  war  remove  the  prifoners 
from  Briftol,  and  the  public  poll  roads,  to  fome  convent® 
ent  places  back  in  the  country  : 

That  they  have  a  fufhcient  guard  kept  at  the  public 
prifons,  and  over  the  continental  ilores  in  and  near  Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  fun- 
dry  inhabitants  of  thele  United  States,  to  keep  fupplies 
from  the  army,  or  promote  their  own  intereit,  have  pur® 
chafed  considerable  quantities  of  cloathing,  and  refute  to 
difpofe  of  the  fame,  uniefs  upon  extravagant  or  unreafon* 
able  terms  ; 

Rtjolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflemblies, 
conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  feve- 
ral  Rates,  forthwith  to  take  fuitable  meafmes  for  obtain¬ 
ing  for  the  life  of  the  army,  fuch  neceffary  articles,  as 
being  thus  engroded  in  their  refpecflive  dates,  cannot  be 
otherwife  immediately  procured  ;  allowing  to  the  owners 
reafonable  prices  for  the  fame  ;  and  that  laws  be  provided 
in  each  of  the  dates,  for  effectually  prevent  ing  monopo¬ 
lies  of  neceffaries  for  the  army,  or  for  the  inhabitants  of 
rhe  fame. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  Bache’s  letter 
was  referred,  report,  as  foon  as  poffible,  ways  and  means 
of  eltabl ifliing  expredes,  and  conveying  intelligence  to  and 
from  the  army  with  fafety  and  difpatch. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  podponed^ 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday, 


November,  1776. 
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Friday,  November  1,1776. 

Revived,  That  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  Acklam  Bon  field, 
©r  order,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  J.  Trumbull,  eft}; 
deputy  paymafter  general  in  the  northern  department  ; 
the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  draught  in  his  favour  by  the 
faid  J.  Trumbull,  dated  at  Albany,  the  15th  of  Otftober, 
1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 

into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  commiflions  be  granted  to  fill  up  the  va¬ 
cancies  in  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  Virginia  battalions,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  lift  given  in  to  the  board  of  war  by  general 
Stephen. 

Refolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates 
of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate  ;  the  faid  delegates  to 
be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  fundry  fiiip-joiners  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee.. 

Ordered ,  That  the  board  of  war  diredl  four  companies  of 
the  Virginia  battalion  on  the  eaftern  fiiore  to  march,  under 
the  command  of  a  field  officer,  to  Dover  in  Delaware  go¬ 
vernment,  and  there  remain  till  farther  orders. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  treafury; 
whereupon 

Re  fa  ved ,  That  a  fum  of  money  be  raifed  by  way  of  lot¬ 
tery  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  next  campaign,  the 
lottery  to  be  drawn  in  Philadelphia. 

Orderly  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report 
prepare  the  plan  of  a  lottery,  fix  the  number  of  managers, 
and  the  feeurity  by  them  to  be  given,  &c.  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  farther  Confideration  of  the  report  be 
pofiponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  lay  before  Congrefs, 
once  every  week,  an  account  of  what  part  of  the  laft  emif- 
fion  of  money  remains  unexpended. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fupply  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  with  a  quantity  of  mi¬ 
litary  (lores,  firft  informing  Congrefs  of  the  quantity  ap¬ 
plied  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

« 

S  a  i  u  r  d  a  y,  November  2,  1776. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  trea¬ 
fury;  whereupon 

Vqjl.II.  3  Refolved, 
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Refolved ,  That  the  board  of  treafurybe  directed  to  pre* 
paie  all  the  necellary  materials,  and  to  have  ready  for  a 

new  emiffion,  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  iffued  when 
Congrefs  (hall  direct  : 

Tnat  s 00,000  dollars  be  fpeedily  ifTued,  in  fmall  bills  of 
two  tin  ds,  one  third,  one  fixth,  and  one  ninth  of  a  dollar. 
A  petition  of  John  Bates  was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  who  con¬ 
tracted  with  him. 

Refolved ,  I  hat  3000  dollars^be  advanced  to  col.  Mofes 
Hozen,  for  recruiting  his  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable. 
ihe  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  Ifiac  Dennis,  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Lewis,  efq;  for 
dieting  80  men,  and  oats,  &c.  for  horfes  of  capt.  Thomas 
Price  s  company  in  New-York  government,  13.67  dollars: 

To  Bartholomew  Vankeer,  for  his  pay  as  brigade  major, 
from  the  20th  of  June  to  the  20th  of  October,  4  months, 
at  33  dollars  per  month,  ,32  dollars  : 

Orde  ed ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  governor  Livingftoifs  letter 
was  referred  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved ,  That  Coijgrefs  will  on  Monday  next,  confider 
the  application  for  employing  monf.  Roche  de  Fermoy  in 
the  continental  fervice. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

•  |  V  I- 

Monday,  November  4,  1776. 

Matthew  Thornton,  efq;  a  delegate  from  New-Hanip- 
fliire,  attended  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  were 
read  as  follows  : 

(C  State  of  New-Hatnpfhire.  In  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives;  September  1 2th,  1776.  Voted,  That  the  honor- 
“  akle  Matthew  Thornton,  efq.  be  and  hereby  is  appointed 
<c  a  delegate  to  reprefen t  this  Hate  at  the  continental  Con- 
“  grefs  for  one  year  next  enfuing. 

u  Sent  up  for  concurrence.  P.  Wh  it f.,  Speaker. 
u  In  council,  eodem  die,  read  and  concurred, 

“  E.  Thompfon,  fecretary. 

<l  A  copy  examined  by  E.  Thompfon,  fecrctary.” 
Two  letters  of  the  25  th  of  October  and  iff  of  November 
from  R.  II  Harrifon ;  one  from  R.  Stockton,  efq;  and  G. 
Ciymer,  efq;  of  the  26  th  pf  October ;  one  of  the  23d  from 
general  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  were  laid  before  Con  grefs 
and  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  1 9 th  of  October,  from  G.  Mafon,  chair- 
man  of  the  committee  of  Fairfax  county  in  Virginia,  in- 
clofino*  a  refolution  of  the  council  of  Virginia,  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Whereas  it  is  manifeft,  that  unlefs  effectual  meafures 
are  immediately  taken  for  reinlifting  the  army,  the  fafety 
of  the  ftates  may  be  greatly  endangered  ; 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  inform  him  that,  if  upon  receipt  of  this  refo¬ 
lution,  commiftioners  from  the  refpecftive  ftates  for  rhe 
purpofe  of  appointing  officers  ffiall  not  have  arrived,  he 
is  then,  after  confulting  and  advifing  with  fuch  of  his  ge¬ 
nerals  as  he  can  conveniently  call  together,  immediately 
to  grant  warrants  to  fuch  of  the  officers  from  the  refpedt- 
ive  ftates,  which  have  not  commiftioners  prelent  authori- 
fed  as  aforefaid,  as  he  ffiall  think  deferving  of  com- 
miflions : 

That  the  officers  fo  to  be  appointed,  proceed  with  the 
ntmoft  expedition  to  recruit  their  regiments  to  their  fuM 
complement  : 

That  commiftiops  be  fentto  general  Washington  as  foon 
as  poftible,  to  be  given  to  fuch  officers  as  he  ffiall  appoint 
by  warrant,  in  confequence  of  the  foregoing  refolution  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  defired  to  take  fuch 
fteps  as  he  ffiall  think  moll  proper  for  continuing  the  mi¬ 
litia  now  in  camp ;  that,  for  this  purpofe,  lie  wrrite  to  fuch 
of  the  ftates  as  now  have  militia  in  the  government  of 
New-York,  requefting  their  affiftance  in  this  bufinefs  ; 
and  that  he  be  further  defired  to  apply  to  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  ftates  for  fuch  additional  aid  as  he  may  require  : 

That  a  letter  to  the  fame  import  be  written  to  general 
Schuyler. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  T.  Cuffiinp;  was 

O 

referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

It  being  reprefented  that  fome  of  the  marines  in  the 
barracks  are  fick  ; 

Refolved ,  That  docftor  Ruffi  be  defired  to  take  them  un¬ 
der  his  care,  and  fee  that  they  be  properly  provided  for. 

R efolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  added  to  the  committee 
to  whom  Mr.  Bache’s  letter  was  referred,  and  that  the 
faid  committee  be  directed  to  meet  on  that  bufinefs  this 
evening  at  this  place. 

Refolvedy  That  the  waggon-mafter  general  he  directed 
to  take  charge  of  the  horfes  belonging  to  the  continent, 
and  prepare  them  for  fervice  as  foon  as  poftible. 

The  feveral matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,  November  5,  1  776. 

Benjamin  Harrifon,  efq;  a  delegate  from  Virginia  at¬ 
tended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment, 
which  were  read  as  follows  ; 

Virginia.  In  the  houfe  of  delegates,  Thurfday  Octo- 
Jel  1  776*  The  houfe  according  to  the  order  of  the 
c  ay  >  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  appointment  of  a  delegate 
to  1  epi  efent  this  ltate  in  general  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of 
homas  Jefferfon  efq;  and  the  members  having  prepared 
tickets  for  the  perfon  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  fame 
into  a  box,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
ame;  who  reported  that  they  had  met  a  committee  from 
the  fenate  in  the  conference  room,  and  had  jointly  with 
them  examined  the  ballot  boxes,  and  that  the  numbers  ap¬ 
peal  cd  as  follows;  for  Benjamin  Harrifon,  efq;  69,  Me- 
rewether  Smith,  efq;  5. 

Rejojved  therefore,  That  the  Paid  Benjamin  HarriPon 
be  appointed  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  date  in  general 
Congrefs. 


“  /^/0/^VunanimoufIy,  That  the  thanks  of  this  houfe 
are  juftly  due  to  the  Paid  Benjamin  Harrifon,  for  the  dili¬ 
gence,  ability  and  integrity  with  which  he  executed  the 
important  trud  repofed  in  him  as  one  of  the  delegates 
fiom  tii is  country  in  the  general  Congrefs. 

.4  copy.  John  Tazewell,  elk  of  the  houfe  of  delegates/4 
Refoived,  That  Mr.  Harrifon  be  added  to  the  board  of 
war,  and  that  he  be  continued  in  all  thofe  danding  com¬ 
mittees  of  wnich  he  was  a  member  when  he  left  Congrefs, 
A  letter  of  the  3  1  d  OcToher  from  R  H.  Harrifon  was  1  eada 
The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confiderarion  ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  all  accounts  for  fervices  done,  or  articles 
fupplied  die  northern  army,  be  prefented  to  the  commif- 
fioners  for  fetrling  accounts,  and  fo  much  thereof  as  is  ap¬ 
proved  by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  general,  be  paid 
by  his  warrants  on  the  paymader,  after  the  coinmiffioners 
have  certified  thereon  that  the  accounts  and  vouchers  are 
returned  to  them  by  tiie  per  foils  receiving  fuch  warrants  r 
That  all  warrants  of  the  general  on  the  paymader  for 
fervices  to  be  performed,  01  articles  to  be  fupplied,  be  fen t 
by  the  paymader  to  the  office,  and  entered  in  the  books  of 
the  commiffioriei  s :  after  which  the  faid  commiilioners 
iliall,  asfoon  as  they  fhall  judge  expedient,  call  to  account 
the  perfons  receiving  finch  advances;  and  having  Pettled 
the  faid  accounts,  they  fhall  be  filed  in  their  office  : 

That  where  any  ballance  appears  to  be  due  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  from  perfons  wliofe  accounts  arc  adjuded  asafore- 

'  faid. 
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ifaid,  they  fhall  be  received  by  the  commiflioners  and  de¬ 
livered  to  the  paymafter,  whofe  receipts  therefor  fhall  be 
tranfm itted  to  the  treafury  : 

That  the  commiflioners  be  impowered  to  adminifter  oaths 
or  affirmations  to  perfons  examined  by  them  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  their  office  : 

That  the  general's  and  paymafter’s  accounts  be  lent  to 
the  treafury-office  by  the  commiflioners,  together  with  the 
pay-rolls  and  accounts  difeharged  by  the  fame,  upon  their 
adjufting  the  accounts  of  the  northern  array  to  the  end  of 
the  prefen t  campaign. 

Refolvedy  That  the  commiflioners  appointed  to  fettle  the 
accounts  of  the  army  near  New-York,  be  directed  to  go¬ 
vern  their  condudl  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  resolutions* 

Rejolvedy  That  the  following  inftrudlions  be  given  to  rhe 
commiflioners  of  the  northern  army  :• — 

1.  That  in  adjufting  the  accounts  of  perfons,  whole  par¬ 
ticular  circumftances  may  have  rendered  them  unable  to 
procure  vouchers,  or  that  on  the  retreat  of  the  army  have 
loft  the  fame,  the  commiflioners  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
feeft  information  from  the  general  officers  or  other  perfons 
in  that  department,  and  ufe  a  diferetionary  power  in  ad- 
mi  niftering  oaths  or  affirmations  for  thispurpofe. 

2.  That,  there  not  having  been  a  mufter-m after  in  the 
northern  army  during  the  laft  and  prefent  campaign,  the 
commiflioners  particularly  attend  to  the  pay-rolls  that  fhall 
be  produced  as  vouchers  by  the  paytnafter,  and  fhould  anv 
faults  appear  report  them  to  the  general,  that  the  fame 
may  be  thoroughly  inveftigated. 

g.  That  in  other  inftances,  thecommiftionersdo  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  mufter  or  pay-rolls,  unlefs  in  particular  cafes 
it  fhall  be  judged  expedient  by  the  general  and  themfelves, 

4.  That  the  commiflioners  do  not  concern  themfclves 

in  difputes  about  back  rations  or  allowances  for  vegetables 
faid  to  be  due  to  fome  officers  and  foldiers,  but  leave  them 
with  the  commiflary,  whofe  hufinefs  it  is  to  regulate  fuch 
difputes.  ,  * 

5.  That  where  any  perfon  has  done  the  duty’  of  a  de¬ 
puty  or  affiftant  commiflary  by  defire  of  a  general  officer, 
or  the  commiflary  or  deputy  commiflary  generals,  he  be 
allowed  for  his  iervices,  although  he  has  not  received  a 
commiffion  for  that  purpofe 

6.  That  demands  for  defending  the  frontiers  of  any  of 
the  ftates,  if  on  account  of  troops  not  raifed  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  be  not  confidered  by  the  commiflioners. 

7*  That  the  commiflioners  certify  to  the  general  the  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  that  if  the  military  chcft  is 
fupplied,  the  general  may  iftue  his  warrants  accordingly* 

'  That 
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8.  That  the  commiffioners  fend  to  the  date  of  New- Ter. 

ley,  and  to  the  ftates  to  the  eathvard  thereof,  for  their 

n«r°r' llts.aSa ”? ^  I*16  northern  army,  if  fuch  accounts  are 

i-  ^  v  a’  ‘  e  a"r'feahie  to  a  circular  letter  from  the  trea- 
iury  board  to  the  faid  ftates. 

*be  Ilrelifietit  write  to  governor  Living- 
Uon  and  requeft  h.m  to  fend  two  companies  of  militia  to 
guard  the  fait  works  .tear  Tom’s  river,  and  one  company 

a  iL  ro  h'16  at  ir  Shr.ew,b,"'.v>  “*  intercept  and  put 
,  P  .  le  1,lte  'Sence  faid  to  be  carrying  on  between 

•  ones  am  ord  Howe  s  fleet :  that  the  companies  con- 

lilt  of  ;o  men  each.  ' 


A  petition  from  Jofeph  Traverfes  was  prefented  to  Con- 
g  els  and  read  ;  whereupon 

Refoived,  That  ioo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  To- 

lepo  Traverfes;  to  be  accounted  for  by  him  on  the  fettle- 
ment  of  his  account. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Richard  Bache- 
comptroller  of  the  poft-office,  was  referred,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

A efolved.  That  for  obtaining  early  and  frequent  intelli¬ 
gence  from  the  camps  at  White  Plains  and  Ticonderoga, 
or  fuch  other  places  as  the  armies  now  or  lately  there  may 
march,  or  have  marched  to,  and  forwarding  difpatches  to 
the  commanding  officers  with  the  like  expedition,  the 
pofr-mafler  general  do  immediately  employ  fo  many  more 
riders,  between  Philadelphia  and  head  quarters  of  thefe 
armies,  as  he  (hall  judge  will  moll  effedtgally  perform  that 
very  important,  and  at  this  time  more  cfpecially,  necef- 
fary  fervice;  and  that  he  endeavour  to  the  utmofl  of  his 
power  to  procure  fober,  diligent  and  trufty  perfon*  to  un¬ 
dertake  it;  and  guard,  in  the  belt  mannerhe isable,  againft 
robberies  of  the  mails  or  Ioffes  of  their  contents  other  wife  ; 

That  all  ferry  keepers  be  enjoined,  as  much  as  they  are 
.tole,  to  expedite  the  paflage  of  poft-riders  and  other  per- 
fons  charged  with  letters,  difpatches,  or  meflages  from  or 
to  Congrefs ;  and  tnat  it  he  recommended  to  the  feveral  le- 
giilatnres  of  the  United. States  to  enforce  the  obfervance 
of  til  is  refolution  : 

That  expreiles  and  fpecial  medengers  employed  in  the 
public  fbrvice,  taking  and  carrying  private  letters  or  pack¬ 
ets,  ought  not  to  receive  the  wages  they  would  otherwife 
be  entitled  ro : 


I  hat  the  deputy poft-mafter  at  head  quarters  be  allowed 
four  rations  every  day  out  of  the  public  Bores  there,  for 
the  fubfiffance  of  himfclf,  his  riders  and  fervant. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  the  cheva¬ 
lier  Roche  de  Fermoy;  whereupon  Refoived. 
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Rejolved That  the  chevalier  Matthias  Alexis  Roche  de 
Fermoy  be  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  rf 
the  United  States. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and 
accounts  of  Benjamin  Eyre,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  hoard  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  Jeremiah  Cady  was  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiftioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  northern 
army,  and  that  they  report  fpecially  thereon. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  the  (late  of 
New-York  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read; 

Ordered ,  That  they  he  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  Mr.  Whipple, 
and  Mr.  Hart. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  clay  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  November  6,  17/6. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  inclofing  one  of 
the  2d  from  brigadier  general  Parfons  ;  one  of  the  30th  of 
October  from  general  Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  inclofing  a  co¬ 
py  of  inftrudfions  to  officers  appointed  to  recruit  for  the 
iervice  of  the  United  States;  one  of  the  31ft  of  October 
fr°m  J*  Trumbull,  deputy  paymafter  general ;  and  one  of 
the  fame  date  from  governor  Trumbull,  inclofing  a  refbive 
of  the  General  Aflembly  of  Connecticut,  appointing  Joint 
Lawrence,  efq;  of  Hartford,  commillioner  to  fupei intend 
the  loan-office  in  that  Rate,  were  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  and  that 

ft  om  Mr.  Harrifon,  with  the  letter  inclofed,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war  : 


That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  and  that  from 
J.  Trumbull,  paymafter;  alfo  the  letter  of  the  29th  of  Au- 
guft  from  general  Schuyler,  together  with  the  memorial 
from  colonel  Brown,  and  the  officers  certificate  inclofed 
therein,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration ;  whereupon 

ReJ'olved ,  That  the  report  of  a  court  of  enquiry,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  general  Schuyler,  and  held  at  Albany,  the  5th 
of  October,  in  confequence  of  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of 
tne  30th  of  July  Lift,  confirming  general  Montgomery's 
ptomife  “  to  give  to  the  troops  concerned  in  taking  the 
vefleis  on  the  Sorel  all  the  public  (tores,  except  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  pavilions,  011  board  thereof,”  be  referred  to  the 
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eommifiloners  for  adj lifting  the  accounts  of  the  northern 
a:  my  ;  that  they  be  diredted  to  make  ftridl  enquiry  into 
the  matter,  and  inform  themfelves  by  the  evidence  of  per- 
fons  who  ferved  at  that  time  as  quarter-mafter  and  com* 
ini fi ary  of  (fores  in  the  faid  army,  and  of  any  others, 
\*hat  part,  or  whether  all  the  (fores  mentioned  in  the  re- 
POT  Nvele  taken  (or  the  public  fervice  :  that  they  allow 
to  the  officers  and  men  which  they  (hall  find  entitled 
theieto,  the  amount  of  fo  many  of  the  If  ores  as  (hall  ap¬ 
peal  to  have  been  taken  for  the  army  as  aforefaid,  and 
Lave  not  been  paid  for,  after  deducting  therefrom  fuch 
reasonable  expences  as  have  accrued  to  any  of  the  captors 
in  obtaining  an  adjuftment  of  the  prize-money,  and  or- 
dei  ing  the  amount  of  fuch  articles  of  the  prize-goods  as 
the  faid  c  ptors  have  received  and  were  not  given  to  them 
as  bounties,  to  be  deducted  from  their  refpedtive  propor¬ 
tions  :  that  the  pay-mafter  be  directed,  upon  receiving 
general  Schuyler’s  warrant  for  payment  of  the  fame,  to 
proportion  it  among  lucli  officers  and  men  as  the  general 
and  commilfioners  (hall  diredf,  agreeably  to  the  pay  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  effabliffiment  at  that  time,  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  rations. 

I  he  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  cohfideration,  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  three  perfons  well  (killed  in  maritime 
affairs,  be  immediately  appointed  to  execute  the  bufinels 
of  the  navy  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  committee. 

The  remainder  of  t lie  report  at  the  requeif  of  a  colony 
was  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered ,  That  connniffions  be  delivered  to  the  captains 
and  fubalterns  of  the  6rh  Virginia  battalion,  and  the  dates 
be  filled  up  by  general  Stephen. 

Rejolved ,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
Law  (on  of  the  4th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  payment  of 
the  faid  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable;  and  that  the 
money  he  paid  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Galkins. 

Two  bills  were  prefented  to  Congrefs,  one  drawn  by 
general  Lee  for  64  dollars,  dated  Peterfburg,  28th  Sep¬ 
tember,  1776,  the  other  of  the  fame  date,  by  Jacob  Mor¬ 
ris,  aid-de-camp  to  general  Lee,  for  1 5:0  dollars,  both  in 
favour  of  John  Banniffer,  and  drawn  upon  William  Pal¬ 
frey,  cfq;  paymafter-general  at  Philadelphia. 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  account 
of  general  Lee. 

Rejolved ,  That  Wyllie  Jones,  efq;  of  Halifax,  Robert 
Smith,  efq;  of  Kdenton,  and  Alexander  Teller,  efq;  of 
Halifax,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  appointed  to  audit  and 
fettle  the  continental  accounts  in  Virginia. 


The 
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The  committee  of  treafnry  reported  that  there  is  clue, 

To  Benjamin  Wallace,  and  to  he  paid  to  Charles  Riik, 
for  victualling  4 5  men  of  the  hying  camp,  4.45  dollars: 

To  Francis  Hopkinfon,  efq;  for  his  and  J.  Wilfon,  efq; 
expences,  &c.  at  Briftol  to  make  inquiry  refpeCting  dis¬ 
patches  fent  from  head  quarters  and  loft  by  the  exp  re  is, 

25.60  dollars: 

To  Sebaftnn  Miller,  for  the  hire  of  h  Waggon  with  mo¬ 
ney  from  Philadelphia  to  Bofton,  65.  50  dollars  : 

To  John  Gibfbn,  efq;  auditor  general,  for  half  a  years 
falary  due  the  9th  of  October  laft,  5 33*3°  dollars  : 

Ordered ,  1  hat  the  Paid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  flip  lady  Catharine,  George  Qrd,  mailer,  which 
Was  fent  out  laft  winter,  being  returned  ; 

Refolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  and 
directed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  voyage,  and  report 
in  what  manner  the  cargo  imported  is  to  be  difpofed  of. 

The  fevera!  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  7,  1776. 

A  petition  from  John  Connolly  was  read ; 

Ordered \  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  prifoneis  in  the  public 
goal  of  Philadelphia. 

Whereas  the  late  major  general  Ward,  ftnee  his  refigna* 
tion  of  his  truft,  has  continued  in  command  in  the  eaftem 
department  at  therequeft  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
ftill  continues  therein  at  the  requeft  of  Congrefs,  it  is 
therefore, 

Ordered y  That  he  receive  the  pay  of  a  major  general, 
commanding  in  a  feparate  department,  from  the  26th  day 
of  April  l  ift,  being  the  time  of  his  resignation,  and  until 
a  fuitable  perfon  fliall  be  appointed  to  take  the  command 
in  his  ftead,  or  it  fhall  be  otherwife  ordered  by  Conprefs* 

Rejolvedy  That  Richard  Eache  be  appointed  poftmafter 
general  in  the  room  of  debtor  Franklin,  who  is  abfent. 

An  appeal  having  been  lodged  with  the  fecretary  again  ft 
the  fentence  paiTed  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl  vania,  on  the  libel, 
<(  John  Barry,  &e.  v.  the  Hoop  Bet  fey,  &c.” 

Ordered ,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the 
laid  appeal  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wtl- 
fon,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

I  he  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into  confi  deration  ;  where  upon 
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Rs/o.-veJ,  t.  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
lands  Holland,  and  133.30  dollars  to  captain  Robert  Har- 
21s,  both  of  the  Maryland  flying  camp,  they  to  be refpedive* 
ly  accountable  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  that  Rate  for  the 
1  *id  lu ms,  v  hich  are  to  be  for  the  ufe  of,  and  charged  to 
the  account  of  their  refpedtive  companies  : 

2.  That  1 1 10  67  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Alex¬ 
ander  Law fon  Smith,  of  the  late  colonel  Stevenfon’s  rifle 
regiment,  to  pay  the  fubfiftance  money  of,  and  to  enable 
bun  to  advance  a  month  s  pay  to  the  laid  company  : 

>.  1  hat  com  millions  be  lent  to  general  Schuyler,  for 
colonel  Elmore  s  regiment,  to  be  filled  up  according  to  the 
ranks  and  times  of  fervice  of  the  officers  of  the  faid  regi¬ 
ment  ;  the  general  making  fuch  arrangements  therein  as 
he  ffiall  think  juft  and  proper: 

4.  1  hat  commiffions  be  alfo  fent  to  general  Schuyler^ 
to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  officers  yet  unprovid- 
ea  for,  who  have  ferved  in  Canada,  according  to  their 
ranks  and  merits,  to  compleat  colonel  Livingfton’s  regi¬ 
ment  : 


5.  That  general  Schuyler,  agreeable  to  his  requeft, 
have  periuiffion  to  repair  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  he  fhall 
be  of  opinion  the  fervice  will  admit  of  his  abfence  from 
his  department: 

6.  That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
have  repeatedly  applied  to  Maryland  on  the  fubjeci  of  the 
nantikoke  indians,  without  having  received  an  anfwer  5 
that  application  fhall  again  be  made,  and  information 
given  him  of  the  refult: 

'  7.  That  general  Schuyler  be  allow  ed  to  give  fuch  cloath- 
ing  to  the  indians  as  lie  fhall  think  can  be  fpared  for  that 
purpofe  :  • 

8.  That  the  deputy  mufter-mafter  general,  in  the  north¬ 
ern  department  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States: 

9.  That  general  Wafhington  be  requefted  to  take  pro¬ 
per  Heps  for  trying  all  deferters  from  his  army,  and  pu- 
nifhing,  in  the  molt  exemplary  manner  the  articles  of 
war  will  admit,  all  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  who  ffiall  be 
t>afe  enough  di (gracefully  to  leave  the  fervice  of  their 
country  at  this  t»me  of  trial  and  danger. 

Rcfolvcd ,  That  each  of  the  perfons  to  be  appointed  to 
execute  the  bufinefs  of  the  navy  under  the  direction  of 
the  marine  committee,  be  allowed  the  falary  of  1500 
dollars  per  annum. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Miles  to  William  Witter,  was  laid 
before  Cong. efs  and  read;  wherein  he  intimates  that  an 
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exchange  may  be  accomplished  of  him  for  Mr.  Foxcroft, 
and  perhaps  of  colonel  Atlee  or  lieutenant  colonel  Piper, 
for  Mr.  Dafliwood  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafh- 
sngton,  and  that  he  be  delired  to  do  therein  what  lie  fhail 
think  proper. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  morrow. 

Friday,  November  8,  1 776. 

A  letter  of  the  4th,  from  R.  Dallam,  efq;  was  read  ; 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  5000  dollars  be  paid  to  Guftavus  Rifberg, 
A.  Qj  M.  general,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Richard 
Dallam,  agreeably  to  the  requell  of  the  faid  R.  Dallam  ; 
and  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  ti  calory. 

Refolded,  That  do£lor  Witherfpoon  have  leave  to  take 
with  him  to  Princeton,  Archibald  Gardiner,  James  Hen- 
derfon,  Peter  Jack,  and  Hugh  Rofs,  four  of  the  prifoners 
lately  fent  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  to  keep  them  till 
the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  means  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  internal  ejiemies 
of  the  United  States,  and  hindering  them  from  carrying 
on  correfpondence  with  the  foreign  enemies  to  the  faid 
Rates,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  podponcd 
to  Monday  next. 

A  petition  from  Paul  Chrifiman,  enfigrt  in  captain  Wil¬ 
liam  Keyfer’s  company  from  Maryland  in  the  german  bat¬ 
talion,  was  read,  praying  leave  to  refign  his  commiifion  : 

Refolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  committee  of  treafuvy  reported. 

That  there  ought  to  be  advanced  to  colonel  Valentine 
Crawford,  one  of  the  executors  of  the  late  colonel  Hugh 
Stephenfon,  on  account  of  his  eftate,  ico  dollars,: 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  Canadian  prifoners, 
and  to  be  paid  to  captain  Chartier  de  Lotbinier  255.30  dol¬ 
lars  ;  viz. 

To  captain  Lotbinier,  for  his  allowance  from  the  2d  of 
November,  1775,  to  the  3 ift  of  Odlpber,  1776,  52  weeks 
at  2  dollars,  104  dollars  : 

Of  which  he  received  from  general  Schuyler,  14.60  dol. 
remains  to  be  paid  to  him,  89.30  dollars: 

To  monfieur  Tonancour,  for  his  allowance  from  the  2d 
of  November,  1775,  to  the  31b  of  Odlober,  1776,  r 2 

^CGK. s  at  2  dollars,  "  104  dollars : 

*  _ 
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7  o  monfieur  Dochambault  for  his  allowance  from  the 
3 'it  of  Auguft  to  the  8 th  of  November,  io  weeks  at  2  doll 
tuts,  20  dollars  : 

i  o  monfieur  Fleurimont  for  his  allowance  from  the  31ft 
of  Auguft  to  the  8th  ci  November,  io  weeks  at  2  dollars, 

'20  dollars: 

To  monfieur  St.  Our9  for  his  allowance  from  the  31ft  of 

Auguft  to  the  8th  of  November,  10  weeks  at  2  dollars,  20 
dollars  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refoived ,  1  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  under  w  hat  reftriclions  the  fullers, 
who  fupply  the  army,  fhould  be  laid,  and  that  the  moti¬ 
ons  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  feconded,  be  referred  to  this 
committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr, 
Wolcott. 

A  petition  from  J.  Budden  and  T.  Lawrence  was  read, 
requefting  leave  to  export  provifions  to  Turk’s  ifland,  in, 
order  to  bring  from  thence  a  load  of  fait : 

Refoived,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refoived,  That  mynheer  N.  D.  Ottendorf  be  appointed  a 
brevet  captain  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Refoived,  That  Tuefday  next  be  afigned  for  taking  into 
confideration  the  trade  of  tliefe  dates. 

Refoived,  That  the  fum  of  2666.60  dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  committee  appointed  $0  contract  for  calling  camion  ; 
they  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Cox,  at  Trenton,  to  |ohn  Tabor 
Kempe,  efq  ;  of  New- York,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
leave  requelted  to  forward  the  fame  in  order  to  obtain  the 
releafe  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  who  is  detained  a  prifoner  by  the 
enemy  on  Long-Ifland  : 

Ref 0 bed y  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war  : 

That  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  be  directed  to  caufe 
ftri6t  inquiry  to  be  made  through  what  channel  Mr.  Kempe 
conveyed  the  intelligence  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

Refoived,  That  r  20  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  George 
Cibfon  of  the  firft  Virginia  battalion,  he  to  account  with 
the  paymafter  general  on  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts, 

A  letter  from  James  Sullivan  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  November  9,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay,  being  250  dollars,  be 
advanced  to  brigadier  general  Roche  de  Fermoy,  he  to  be 
accountable  : 

Ordered ,  That  he  repair  to  the  northern  army,  and  put 
hiinfelf  under  the  command  of  general  Schuyler. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  Timothy  Danielfon,  chairman 
of  a  committee  of  the  General  Aflembly  of  Maffiachufetts- 
Bay  appointed  to  officer  and  inlift  feven  battalions  out  of 
the  officers  and  fokliers  in  the  continental  army  near  White 
Plains,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered 9  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and 
Mr.  Wythe. 

Refolved ,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  captain 
Ottendorf ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  to  repair  to  head  quar¬ 
ters  and  puthimfelf  under  the  command  of  general  Waff- 
jngton. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Towers,  commiffary,  for  fundry  articles  pur- 
chafed  by  him  by  direction  of  the  board  of  war,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  board,  5  26. 74  dollars  : 

That  3280  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Cafdorp,  to 
pay  the  arrearages  due  to  his  company  of  carpenters  fent 
to  Ticonderoga  ,*  for  which  he  is  to  account  : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Richard  Dallam,  efq;  de¬ 
puty  paymaller  general  for  the  flying  camp;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  Turns  be  paid.. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  and  report  tinder 
wliat  reftrieftions  the  futtlers  who  fupply  the  army,  ought 
to  be  laid,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  after 
fome  debate  thereon, 

Refohedy  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  pofl> 
poned  to  Monday. 

Congrefs  having  received  intelligence  that  a  free  and 
open  communication  and  correfpondence  is  kept  up  with 
the  enemy  on  Staten- Ifland  and  New- York,  from  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  Newark,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  to  the  great  detrk 
ment  of  the  American  caufe  :  It  is  therefore  recommended 
to  the  governor,  council  and  affembly  of  the  (late  of  New-  1 
Je^fev,  to  take  the  tnoft  fpeedy  and  efFecftual  meafures  to 
hop  all  communication  between  that  ftate  and  the  enemy’s 
quarters,  that  ffallnot  be  directed  by  proper  authority. 

A  memorial  from  Lawrence  Bowden,  late  mailer  of  the 
flup  Royal  Exchange,  taken  by  the  fhip  of  war  Columbus, 
y.ms  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Qraeredy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 

Refohedy 
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Ref olvtd,  That  Congrefs  will  on  Tuefday  next  refolve 
Jtlelt  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  means  of  Fupporting  the  credit  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  currency. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

A 

M  o  n  D  A  Y,  November  n,  1776. 

A  letter  ot  the  6  th  from  general  Washington ;  one  of  the 
8th  from  brigadier  general  Mercer;  and  one  fiom  Richard 
Baclie,  <Tq  ;  were  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  two  former  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war,  and  the  latter  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refolvedy  That  colonel  James  Livingfton  have  leave  to 
recruit  his  regiment  in  any  of  the  United  States. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Noel  Romand,  fieur  de  Lifle, 
captain  in  a  corps  of  artillery  in  the  fervice  of  France, 
was  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  di¬ 
rected  immediately  to  confer  with  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  or  a  committee  by  them  appointed,  on  the 
belt  ways  and  means  of  defending  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  cafe  it  fflould  be  attacked. 

Refolvcdy  That  the  committee  of  treafury  or  either  of 
them  be  impowered  to  adminifter  oaths  to  perfons  whom 
they  Ihall  examine  or  employ  in  executing  the  refolutions 
of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whbm  the  letter  from  Timothv  Dani- 
elfon  and  the  papers  inclofed  therein  were  referred  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  after  debate 

Refohed \  That  the  farther  conftderation  thereof  he  pofl- 
poned. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  till  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  November  12,  t  776. 

A  letter  of  the  joth  from  general  Mifflin;  one  of  the 
fame  date  from  R.  Dallam  ;  and  one  of  the  9th  from  doc«* 
tor  Shippen,  were  read. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  George  Stulz,  for  iron  work  and  repairing  a  conti¬ 
nental  light  waggon,  1  2  60  dollars: 

To*  John  Tyler,  for  bayonet  fcabbards  and  repairing 
arms  for  the  german  battalion,  82.30  dollars  : 

To  monf.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay 
and  rations  from  loth  of  October  to  loth  of  November, 
^t.30  dollars;  ’  Tu 
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To  doctor  Beaumont,  a  prifoner,  of  the  26th  regiment, 
for  his  allowance  from  21ft  July  to  3d  November  inclufive, 
being  15  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  30  dollars: 

To  William  IVPLeod,  a  prifoner,  of  the  59th  regiment, 
for  his  allowance  from  2  ill  July  to  3d  November  inclufrve, 
being  15  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  30  dollars: 

That  there  is  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  du  Chen > in,  for  the 
allowance  due  to  Meif  Hertel,  Gialfon,  and  la  Magdalaine, 
Canadian  prifoners,  from  the  ill  4uguft  to  6th  November 
inclufive,  1 4  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  28  dollars  each, 

84  dollars  : 

That  there  flionld  be  paid  to  Joel  Zane,  for  the  allow¬ 
ance  due  to  lieutenant  Hamar,  of  the  7th  regiment,  from 
20th  July  to  id  Novembei  inclufive,  1 5  weeks  at  2  dollars 
a  week,  30  dollars  ;  and  to  captain"  Swan,  of  the  26th  re¬ 
giment,  from  2 id  June  to  id  November,  beinj?  10  weeks 
at  2  dollars,  38  dollars?  the  whole  68°dollars: 

To  James  Budden,  for  himfelf  and  others  of  the  light 
horfe,  their  expences  as  an  efcort  with  money  to  New- 
Yoili,  82  dollars,  and  for  his  expences  with  general  Pref¬ 
ect  from  Heading  to  Philadelphia,  24.42  dollars  ;  both 

fU^S^!ng  106.42  dollars: 

1  o  \»  llham  Woodhoufe,  for  w  afers  for  the  ufe  of  Con- 

^t!rs>  *  1. T2  dollars: 

io  Ihomas  Smith,  for  paper  for  the  ufe  of  the  commjf- 
lioners  for  the  New-York  department,  15 .78  dollars  : 

That  there  Ihould  be  paid  to  doctor  Ru'h,  625  dollars 
tor  five  months  advance  pay  to  brigadier  general  Thomp- 
ion,  who  is  to  be  accountable  :  ° 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

.  7he  committee  of  treafury  to  whom  that  part  of  tile  pe¬ 
tition  and  memorial  of  John  Brown,  lieutenant  colonel  of 
the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  Elmore,  pray  in  o  that 
his  extraordinary  fervices  in  Canada  lali  bf  co,i- 

n  !i  ’  "  ? S  referred’  brought  ill  a  report,  w  Rich  was  read  ; 
Order ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

M°  Wil,!ng  Td  !VIorris  From  Sanluel  Smith,  maf- 
t  1  of  tne  Hancock  and  Adams,  (who  on  his  pafiage  to  Phi- 

,77  f  ila  ta  V1?  b7  the  Gamecock  privateer,  of  Rhode- 

lCOmTfe;]  7  7irnorh>  fierce,  and  carried  into 
.eclfoid  m  Mafiachulctts-Bay)  dated  Bedford  port,  Nov. 

,  was  laiu  before  Congrefs  and  read; 

e^’  7  “iat  iC  be  rc‘iei  re<l  to  the  fecret  committee,  and 

Pdamseyarf0rt  ,C  Ca,‘gJ  011  board  the  Hancock  and 
T  ’1  Vl°'V  u  °’:ghc  to  be  difpofed  of. 

VirJnmw-  “fWsr’,l"wfao”'  a  quell  from  the  Rate  of 

y‘s  ,  1'en:e<)’ bn,usht ,n a «r«rt, which was ta- 

Jten  into  confiieratiou  ;  wheieupon  p.,r  . 
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Refolved9  That  the  demands  of  the  continent  for  cannori 
are  at  prefen:  of  fo  prefling  a  nature,  that  none  can  be 
fpared  for  the  particular  ufe  of  any  date  ;  but  as  foon  as 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  ordnance  is  fupplied  to  the  United 
States,  the  requcfl  of  the  hate  of  Virginia  to  be  permitted 
to  purchafe  cannon  at  Hughe’s  works  fliall  be  complied 
with  : 

That  monfieur  Romand  de  Lifle  be  appointed  a  major 
of  artillery  in  the  fo  vice  of  the  United  States,  and  feat  to 
general  Wafhington  to  be  employed  as  he  fhall  think 
proper* 

A  petition  from  James  ?vTConnaughy  was  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Azarian  Dunham  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylv  ania. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Walhington,  iucloflng 
one  of  the  3  T ft  of  Oidober  from  general  Gates  at  Ticonde- 
roga  was  read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conflderation  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  letter  of  Timothy  Danielfon  ;  where¬ 
upon 

Refo’ved ,  As  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  that  if  the  foldi- 
ers  to  be  raifed  by  the  date  of  Mallaclnifett's-Bay  be  inlid- 
ed  on  the  terms  offered  to  them,  which  are  more  advan¬ 
tageous  than  what  are  offered  to  other  foldiers  ferving  ill 
the  fame  army,  it  would  much  retard  if  not  totally  impede 
the  inliftment  of  the  latter,  and  produce  difeontent  and 
murmur,  unlefs  Congrefs  fliould  equally  increafe  the  pay 
of  thefe,  which  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  would  uni- 
verfally  be  reprobated  as  an  immoderate  expence,  and 
complained  of  as  a  grievous  burden  by  tliofe  who  mud 
bear  it;  and  therefore  that  the  committee  from  the  date 
of  Mafiachufett’s-Bay,  be  defired  not  to  inlid  their  men 
on  the  additional  pay  offered  by  the  Affembly  of  that 
date. 

Upon  re-confidernig  the  refolution  of  the  16th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  lad,  for  railing  eighty -eight  battalions  to  ferve  du¬ 
ring  the  prefent  war  with  Great- Britain,  Congrefs  being  of 
opinion  that  the  readinefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  date3 
to  '  liter  into  the  fervice  for  limited  times  in  defence  of 
their  invaluable  privileges  on  all  former  occafions,  gives 
go'ul  ground  to  hope  the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  good  will 
app  ar  in  future  when  necediry  calls  for  their  aiiidance  ; 
and  lead  the  uncertain  length  of  time  which  forces  raifed 
during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  may  be  compel¬ 
led  to  ferve,  may  prevent  men  from  inliding  who  would 
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cstlierwifc  manifefl:  their  attachment  to  the  common  caufe 
by  engaging  for  a  limited  time  ;  therefore 

Refolved,  That  all  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers 
who  do  not  incline  to  engage  their  fiervlce  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  prefent  war,  and  fliall  ini  ill  to  ferve  three 
years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  in- 
titled  to  and  receive  all  fuch  bounty  and  pay  as  are  allow¬ 
ed  to  thofe  who  inlifl  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  war,  except  the  one  hundred  acres  of  land;  which 
land  is  to  be  granted  to  thofe  only  who  inlift  without  fuch 
limitation  of  time.  And  each  recruiting  officer  is  required 
to  provide  two  diflincft  inlifting  rolls,  one  for  fuch  to  fign 
as  inlifl:  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  the 
other  for  fuch  as  inlifl  for  three  years,  if  their  fervice 
fhall  be  fo  long  required. 

The  fever al  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


/ 


W  ednfjday,  November  I  3,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  of  October  from  Jofepli  Trumbull, 
rommifiary  general  was  read  ;  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  40000  dollars^ be  advanced  to  Thomas 
Lowry,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
agreeable  to  his  requeft. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  colonel 
John  Nixon  and  John  Wharton,  as  fit  perfons  to  execute 
the  bufinefs  of  the  navy  under  the  direction  of  the  marine 
committee  s 

Refolved ,  That  they  be  accepted. 

A  letter  of  the  10th  from  M.  Tilghman,  prefident  of 
the  convention  of  Maryland,  inclofing  fundry  refolutions 
of  that  body,  relative  to  the  railing  their  quota  of  the  new 
levies,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  tfte  prefident  furnifh  the  commifloner s 
of  the  faid  (late  fent  therefrom  to  rajfe  their  levies  with 
the  refolution  of  yefterday  admitting  the  new  levies  to 
inlifl  for  three  years  only,  and  at  the  fame  time  inform 
them  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  that  ftate  will  inlifl  to 
ferve  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  they  sU 
ready  have  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  America 
pledged  for  the  land  to  be  granted  to  fuch  fAldiers. 

•  The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  in  on  fie  ur  la  Marque,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his 
allowance  from  the  31  ft  of  Augufl  to  the  8th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  mclufive,  being  ro  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  29  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  paid  to  moniieur  de  la  Magdalaine  : 

To  captain  Thomas  Gamble,  a  prifoner  of  the  4  "'lb  re- 
VoL-IL  ••  M3  ftimenc. 
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gimcnt,  for  his  allowance  from  the  idth  of  Auguft  to  the 
2cl  of  November  inclufive,  12  weeks  at  2  dollars  a*  week, 
24  dollars,  to  he  paid  to  James  Biddle,  efq  : 

To  Michael  Leiglitner,  and  to  be  paid  to  George  Afton, 
for  victualling  troops  on  their  march,  15.5  dollars  : 

To  John  Nourfe  for  ferriage  of  himfelf,  and  of  general 
Tee  and  his  fervants,  horfes,  &c.  over  Hoes  ferry,  4.60 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  colonel  B.  Harrifon 

1  o  doctor  Samuel  Wilfon  for  board,  attendance,  and 
medicine  to  fick  foldiers  of  the  6th  Virginia  regiment, 

33  60  dollars  : 

To  Wo! lore  Meng,  for  12  fcabbards  delivered  to  cap¬ 
tain  Ralph  Falconer,  of  the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  4.72 

dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Thomas  Armer,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Elizabeth  Robinfon,  for  fo  much  fhort  paid  on 
fettleuient  of  her  account,  the  14th  of  October  laft  for 
board,  &c.  of  fick  foldiers  belonging  to  captain  Grier’s 
company,  10  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  the  pennfylvania  hofpital, 
for  the  fupport  and  cloathing  of  j.  Hughes,  a  wounded 
foldier,  36.^4.  dollars  : 

That  there  fliouM  be  paid  to  Adam  Eccle,  S.78  dollars, 
being  fo  much  paid  by  him  to  fci  jeant  John  Byers,  of  cap¬ 
tain  Hubley’s  company,  in  colonel  Shee’s  battalion,  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  fupport  his  party,  being  a  guard  to  powder 
from  Philadelphia  to  North-Carolina  : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Oharra,  a  foldier  in  the 
late  captain  William  Hendricks’s  company,  taken  at  Que¬ 
bec  and  now  returned,  for  his  pay  from  iff  January  to  loth 
November,  10  months  and  10  days,  at  6.60  dollars  a 

month,  68.80  dollars  : 

To  Henry  Taylor,  a  foldier  in  captain  Smith’s  rifle  com¬ 
pany,  taken  at  Quebec,  and  now  returned  ;  for  his  pay, 
from  rft  June  to  10th  November,  5  months  and  10  days, 
at  6T0  dollars,  35*5°  dollars  : 

To  doctor  William  Sari  inghaufe,  for  medicine  and  at¬ 
tendance  to  fick  of  captain  Woelpper’s  company  in  the 
german  battalion,  24.1  dollars: 

To  Benjamin  Eyre,  fliipwright,  for  his  pay  and  rations 
employed  in  conArucfling  row-gallies  at  New-York,  horfe 
hire,  and  travelling  expences  to  Albany  to  engage  boards, 
&c.  for  the  army,  427*  77  dollars  : 

That  60,000  dollars  be  fent.to  R.  Dallain,  e  fq  ;  deputy 
paymafter  general  of  the  flying  camp,  for  the  nfe  of  the 
anny  : 

That  there  is  doe  to  Daniel  Naef,  for  the  ferriage  of 

Virginia 
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Virginia  troops,  their  baggage,  waggons  and  horfes  over 
Sufquehannah ,  61.72  dollars: 

To  Andrew  M'Nair,  for  his  attendance  on  Congrefs 
146  days,  cleaning  houfe,  &c.  to  the  ift  of  November 
1 18.81  dollars  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  refpedting 
the  certificates  to  be  given  to  the  lenders  of  the  five  millions 
of  dollars  voted  to  be  borrowed,  which  was  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon 

Rejolved0  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hau- 
feger  for  the  ufe  of  the  german  battalion,  he  to  be  account¬ 
able. 

Rejolved,  That  the  remainder  af  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow.  t 

■ij  ‘ 

The  fecret  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  fi  om  captain 
Smith  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Rejolved ,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direxfted  to  write 
letters  to  governor  Cooke,  to  the  continental  agent  in 
Rhode-Iiland,  and  fuch  other  perfons  as  they  lhall  think 
proper,  to  make  ft ri<5t  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  1 captain 
Timothy  Pierce,  refpeefting  the  capture  or  feizure  of  the 
flip  Hancock  and  Adams,  employed  in  die  continental  fer- 
vice,  and  caufe  him  to  be  profecuted  for  the  penalty  of  the 
bond  given,  when  he  received  his  commiffion  ;  if  it  fliall 
appear  on  the  inquiry  that  in  jliflice  to  the  continent  fuch 
profecution  fliould  be  commenced  :  and  the  faid  committee 
are  authorifed  to  do  what  may  be  neceftary  for  fupporting 
the  profecution. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
.adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  14,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  and  pne  of  the 
1 7th  Otftober  from  James  Bowdoin,  efq;  were  read; 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Rejolved ,  That  4  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  the  council  of'fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  inquire 
what  quantity  of  fait  they  have  on  hand,  or  expect  fhortly, 
and  wliat  proportion  can  be  fpared  for  the  public  fervice  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  part  of  the  ene- 
py  s  fleet  was  leen  coming  out  of  the  Hook  and  fleering 
jt#  epurfe  to  the  fouthward; 
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Rejolved,  That  copies  of  the  letter  giving  the  information 
be  fent  by  exprefs  to  general  Wafliington,  and  to  governor 
LivingRon  of  New-Jerfey,  and  alfo  to  the  fonthern  rtates. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  immediately  with 
the  council  of  l'afery  of  Pennfylvania,  and  co-operate  with 
them  in  devifmg  ways  *and  means  for  calling  fdrth  the 
rtrengtb  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  Hates,  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  this  city  againft  any  attempts  which  the  enemy 
may  make  to  obtain  pofleflion  of  it;  and  that  for  this  pur- 
pofe  the  board  of  war  be  inverted  with  the  full  powers  of 
Congrefs  to  promote  mort  effectually  this  important  purpofe: 

That  the  marine  committee  alfo  be  directed  to  make 
fuch  difpofltion  of  the  naval  force  now  in  the  river  Dela¬ 
ware  or  the  neighbourhood  thereof  as  will  bert  conduce 
to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  enemy. 

Thefeveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  portponed, 
adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow.* 

Friday,  November  X  5,  i  776. 

Aletter  of  the  11th  from  general  VVafhington  at  Peeks- 
kill;  one  of  the  5th  from  general  Gates  at  Ticonderoga, 
informing  of  general  Carlton’s  retreat  from  Crown  Point ; 
one  of  the  8th  from  general  Schuyler  ^at  Albany;  one  of 
the  1 2  th  from  general  Green  ;  one  without  date  from  ge¬ 
neral  Lewis ;  one  from  Robert  Ogden  of  the  1 1  th  ;  and  one 
from  R.  Dallam  to  R.  Peters  ;  were  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  be  referred, 
to  the  marine  committee. 

Refolved ,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be 
requefted  to  fupply  E.  Blaine,  efq;  with  230  bufhels  of 
fait  for  the  public  fervice  :  that  the  faid  council  of  fafety 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  requeiled,  to  fupply  inert'.  Lowry, 
Wharton,  Ogden,  and  Dunham,  allirtants  to  the  commif- 
fary  general,  or  any  one  of  them,  with  one  half  of  iuch 
quantities  of  fait  as  are  or  may  be  in  their  hands,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continent. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Eleazer  Ofwald  and  the  other 
front  Samuel  Lockwood,  were  read; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Monf.  Rowland  de  Lifle,  who  on  the  1 2th  was  appointed 
a  major  of  artillery,  thinkingthat  appointment  inadequate 
to  his  merit  and  abilities,  and  requerting  to  be  fent  to  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
giving  a  lpecimen  of  his  abilities  ; 

Refolved,  That  he  have  leave  to  go  to  general  Washington. 

Ordered,  TJ;at  the  marine  committee  apply  to  the  coun¬ 
cil 
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ell  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  for  ryoo,  241b.  1800,  i81b0 

cannon  fliot,  and  500  bar  fliot,  which  fhall  be  replaced  by 
Congrefs ;  and  that  the  laid  committee  fend  the  lhot  and 
fix  tons  of  powder  to  South-Carolina,  for  the  defence  of 
that  itate  and  North-Carolina  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  intelligence  contained  in  general 
Green’s  letter  of  the  12th,  be  fent  by  exprefs  with  all  pof? 
fible  expedition  to  the  fouthern  dates. 

The  fecret'  committee  having  reported  that  the  cargo* 
belonging  to  the  continent*  imported  in  the  Hancock  and 
Adams  confided  of  the  following  articles*  viz.  72  clieds  of 
arms*  31 1  barrels  of  gun-powder,  338  pigs  of  lead,  9  calks 
of  gun  flints,  1  cate  of  pins,  133  barrels  tin  plates,  5  cafes 
of  iron  wire,  70  calks  fait  petre,  and  10  bales  merchandize : 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  diredf  the  intire 
cargo  of  the  Hancock  and  Adams  to  be  landed  at  Bedford^ 
and  dcpofited  in  places  of  fafety,  under  the  care  of  the 
committee  of  that  place,  until  ordered  from  thence  : 

That  the  mulkets,  powder,  lead  and  gun  flints  be  deli¬ 
vered  by  the  committee  of  Bedford  to  the  order  of  the 
board  of  war,  who  are  to  inform  the  general  of  thel’e  dores, 
and  diredt  the  whole,  or  any  part  that  may  be  wanted  for 
the  life  of  the  army,  to  be  delivered  to  him;  with  an  in¬ 
junction  not  to  put  the  mulkets  into  the  hands  of  any  but 
thofe  foldiers  who  inlid  under  the  late  refolves  and  regu¬ 
lations  of  Congrefs; 

That  every  part  of  the  merchandize  on  board  the  faid 
fhip,  that  is  now  waitted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  be  applied 
to  that  ufe,  and  that  the  fecret  committee  inform  general 
Milfiin,  the  quarter-mader  general,  thereof,  and  inclofe 
him  an  order  for  the  immediate  delivery  of  all  fuch  parts 
as  he  lhall  defire  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  be  fubjedt  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  the  fecret  committee,  who  are  impowered  to  order 
it  from  thence,  either  by  fea  or  land,. to  any  other  part  or 
parts  ofthefe  dates,  wrhere  the  articles  may  be  W'anted  for 
the  public  fervice. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  the  trudees  for  the  poor  of  Frederick  county,  Mary¬ 
land,  for  board  and  attendance  of  fick  foldiers  of  the  ma- 
ryland  troops  in  continental  fervice,  58.30  dollars,  to  be 
paid  to  Nicholas  Hower  : 

lo  dodtor  Nicholas  Way,  for”  medicine,  attendance, 
lodging,  nurfing,  &c.  of  fick  foldiers  of  the  5th  and  6th 
Virginia  regiments,  467.36  dollars  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congiefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  relative  to  the  navy ;  whereupon  Refolded* 
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Refolvedy  That  a  bounty  of  20  dollars  be  paid  to  the  com¬ 
manders,  officers,  and  men  of  fuch  continental  fhips  or 
veffels  of  war  as  fhall  make  pirze  of  any  britiffi  ffiips  or 
velicds  of  war  for  every  cannon  mounted  on  board  each 
pt-ize  at  the  t  ime  of  fuch  capture,  and  8  dollars  per  head 
fm  every  man  then  on  board  and  belonging  to  fuch 

That  the  rank  of  the  naval  officers  be  to  the  rank  of 
officers  in  the  land  fervice  as  follows 

Admiral  as  a  general. 

Vice  Admiral  as  a  lieutenant-general. 

Rear  Admiral  as  a  major-general. 

Commodore  as  a  brigadier-general. 

Captain  of  a  ffiip  of  40  guns  and  upwards  as  a  colonel. 

Captain  of  a  ffiip  of  20  to  40  guns  as  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

Captain  of  a  ffiip  of  10  to  20  guns  as  a  major. 

Lieutenant  in  the  navy  as  a  captain. 

That  the  pay  of  all  officers  and  men  in  the  american 


navy,  from  the  date  of  the  new  commiffions  under  the 


free  and  independant 

Hates  of  America,  be 

• 

as  follows 

Of  ffiips  of  20  guns 

For  cal.  mo.  Of 

10  to  20  guns. 

and  upwards. 

Captain, 

60  dollars. 

48  dollars.. 

Lieutenant, 

30 

24 

Mailer, 

3o 

24 

Mailer’s  Mate, 

1S 

IS 

Boatfwain, 

35 

33 

Boat  Twain’ s  Mate, 

9  and  one  half. 

9 

Gunner, 

*5 

13 

Gunner’s  Mate, 

9  and  one  half. 

9 

Surgeon, 

25 

21  2-3 

Surgeon’s  Mate, 

15 

n  1-3 

Carpenter, 

15 

13 

Carpenter’s  Mate, 

9  1-2 

9 

Cooper, 

9 

9 

Midffiipman, 

1 2 

12 

Armourer, 

9 

9 

Sail  maker, 

10 

JO 

Sailmaker’s  Mate, 

8  1-3 

8  1-3 

Yoeinan, 

8  1-2 

8  1-2 

Quartermailer, 

9 

8  1-2 

Cook, 

9 

8  1-2 

< 

Cox  Twain, 

9 

9 

Captain’s  Clerk, 

15 

12 

Steward, 

10 

JO 

V 

Chaplain, 

20 

none 

Ycemau  of  powder  room,  0  1  -3 

9 

"S 
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Of  10  to  20  guns, 


Of  fhlps  of  20  guns 
and  upwards. 

Matter  at  arms,  xo  9  dollars. 

Seamen,  8  8 

That  veilels  under  ten  guns  be  commanded  by  lieute¬ 
nants  :  * 

Thar  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  fuch  vetfels  be, 
Lieutenant  commanding,  30  dollars 

Mate,  —  _L  is 

Boatfwain,  —  _  12 

Gunner,  — ■  - 12 

Carpenter,  —  12 

The  other  officers  and  men  the  fame  as  in  vettels  from 


10  to  20  guns 

O 


Marine  officers, - -Captain, 


30  dollars. 
20 


Lieutenant,  ^ 

Non  -commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  the  fame  as  in  the 
land  lervice. 

Rejolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafting- 
ton  and  inform  him  he  has  leave  to  negociate  an  exchange 

ot  the  foreign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  that  ate 
prifoners  to  thefe  ftates. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  a  report  from  the  board 
ot  treafury  for  carrying  into  execution  the  refolutions  of 
Cong?  els  relative  to  the  loan-offices;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  certificates  be  of  the  following  deno* 
mlnations — .  a 

737  °f  1000  737000 

1470  of  600  882000 

220J  of  500  1,102,500 

2940  of  400  1,176,000 

3675  of  300  1,102,500 


-p,  ,  Ir°27  5,000,000 

4,.  j-<Ftthe  valueor  denomination  of  the  certificates,  l,e 
in  different  parts  thereof  in  print  and  writin®  : 

l  hat  each  denomination  have  a  check  letter,  corre- 
fpondmg  with  a  letter  in  the  margin  to  be  left  i„  the 

frn P*at  ‘l’6  ^everLal  denominations  be  further  diftinguiffied 

SrSfi  “I ‘°therib7  hfinS  the  bo’der  «  end  of  he 
certificate  varied  or  altered  from  the  reft : 

Dart  h>Vr  ‘  engraved  ornaments  between  the  margin,  or 
wife  fuff  ‘it  the  b°0k  rnd  the,  certifieate,  be  cut  indent- 
croft  it  ofTt"®  occa^orial  dallies  made  with  a  pen  a 
his  name  ;  18  COiOUl  w«h  which  the  treafurer  figns 
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s  That  the  impreflions  of  the  rolling  prefs  with  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  .treafurer  in  certificates  of  the  higheft 
denomination  be  made  with  yellow  ink,  of  the  feconcl 
with  bine,  of  the  third  with  red,  of  the  fourth  with 
green,  and  of  the  fifth  or  loweft  denomination  with 
purple. 

A  petition  from  Jofepli  Dean,  Matthew  Irwin,  John 
Dunlap  and  Benjamin  Harbefoh  was  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  refered  to  the  board  of  war. 

Doctor  Charles  Ludwig  having  been  duly  examined  on. 
the  practice  of  fnrgery  and  medicine,  and  recommended 
as  duly  qualified  ; 

Rcjohed, ,  That  he  be  appointed  furgeori  to  the  german 
battalion. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofl> 
polled,  adjourned  to  io.  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  November,  16,  1776. 

Rejolved,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  board  of  war  for  contingent  expences,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention 
of  North  Carolina,  to  ftatioii  brigader  general  Moore 
with  the  regular  troops  under  his  command  in  fuch  parts 
of  that  ftate,  or  of  the  ftate  of  South  Carolina,  where 
they  will  be  in  a  capacity  ro  render  immediate  and  fea- 
fonable  aftlftance  to  their  friends  in  South  Carolina  ;  and 
that  they  may  be  on  the  fpot  to  oppofe  the  enemy  when, 
£nd  wlierefoever  they  (hall  attempt  to  make  their  landing 
good  in  that  ftate  5  and  that  the  convention  of  North 
Carolina  do  immediately  at  the  continental  expence  em¬ 
body  five  thoufand  militia  to  complete  any  military  opera¬ 
tions  already  begun  by  general  Moore,  to  defend  the  ftate 
of  North  Carolina,  or  march  to  the  relief  of  their  neigh¬ 
bours  ill  South  Carolina  or  Virginia,  where  there^fhall 
be  moft  occafton  for  their  fu»ppor't. 

The  committee  on  the  lottery  brought  in  a  report,  which 

was  read  :  - 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday 

tiext. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  November  1  8,  1^76. 

Refohed \  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  account* 
able. 


A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing 
copies  of  letters  which  palled  between  him  and  general 
Howe  ;  one  of  the  6th  from  general  Gates ;  one  of  the  1  oth 
from  Richard  Stockton  and  G.  Clymer,  efqrs.  at  Albany  ; 
one  of  the  )  ith  From  general  Schuyler  afc  Albany;  one  of 
the  1 6th  froth  general  Stephen  at  Amboy  ;  one  of  the  1  It 
from  B.  Harrifori,  paymaRer  in  the  fouthern  department ; 
and  oiie  of  the  8th  from  brigadier  general  Lewis  at  Wil¬ 
liam  {burgh  were  read : 

.O  _  >  .  r 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  WafhingtOn, 
general  Schuyler,  general  uates  and  brigadier  general 
Stephen  be  referred  to  the  board  of  wai  ;  that  the  letters 
from  brigadier  general  Lewis  and  B.  Harrifon  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Joleph  Trumbull,  efq;  and 
a  memorial  front  F.  Hazard  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Juliana  ZedVvkz  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  commitee  on  the  Rate  of  prifohers. 

Refilved)  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  commitee, 
and  that  they  bd  directed  to  take  into  confideratioh  the 
cafe  of  lieutenant  McLean,  who  Vras  fent  to  Philadelphia 
by  general  Woofter.  The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Francis 
Hopkinfon,  efq ;  as  a  fit  perfon  to  execute  the  tmfinefs  of 
the  navy  under  their  direvdion  ; 

Refoived ,  That  he  be  accepted. 

A  memorial  of  Ifaac  Cox,  in  behalf  of  Alexander  Frazer 
Und  others,  inhabitants  of  the  lfland  of  Providence,  own¬ 
ers  of  two  {loops  called  the  Dragon  Und  the  Molly,  taken 
by  private  {loops  of  war  called  the  Congrefs  and  Chance, 
and  brought  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia  but  afterwards 
releafed,  praying  for  letters  of  fafe  conduct  for  the  laid 
Hoops  to  the  port  of  Providence,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
arreft  or  moleftation  by  the  veflels  of  war  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States  : 

Refoived,)  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  JVlufcoe  LivingRon  was  read; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen^  Mr*  Wilfon,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr. 


tnittee  on  the  lottery  ;  whereupon 


.  Rtfoivtd,  That  thefcheme  of  the  lottery  be  as  follows 
Viz.  ' 


of  100,000  tickets,  each  ticket  to  be 
e  0U1  Edicts  and  to  be  drawn  ih  four  clades. 
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Prizes,  i  of  10,000 
2  of  5000 
30  of  IOOO 
400  of  500 
20,000  of  20 
Carried  to  the  fourth  cl afs, 


1,000,000' 

150,000 

85  0,00© 


10,000 

10,000 

30,000 

200,000 

400,000 

200,000 


850,00® 


Second  Clafs,  100, eoo  billets  at  20  dollars  each,  2,coo,oco 
Deduction,  at  15  per  cent.  300,000 


Prizes.  1  of  20,000 

2  0,000 

2  of  10,000 

20,000 

10  of  5000 

50,000 

100  of  1000 

100,000 

820  of  500 

41  0,000 

20,000  of  30 

600,000 

Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs, 

500, oco 

700,000 


carried  to  the  fourth  clals,  500,000 

Third  Clafs,  100,000  billets  at  30  dollars  eac 
Deduction,  at  15  per  cent. 


Prizes.  1  of  30,000 

30,000 

1  of  20,000 

20,000 

2  of  15,000 

30,000 

2  of  10,000 

20,000 

10  of  5,000 

50,000 

200  of  IOOO 

200,000 

Tooo  of  500 

500,000 

20,000  of  40 

800,000 

Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs, 

900,000 

1,700,00® 

3,coo,ocq 

450,000 

z  5  5o,  009 


2550,00© 


Fourth  Clafs,  ico,ooo  billets  at  40  dollars  each,  4,000,000 
Dedu&ion,  at  15  per  cent.  600,000 


Brought  from  the  firfl:  clafs, 

from  the  fecond  clafs, 
from  the  third  clals. 


T 


Total, 


3,400,000 

200,000 

500,000 

900,000 


5,000,000 

Prizes. 
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Frizes.  1  of  £0,000 


50,000 

50,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 


2  of  2^,000 
2  of  10,000 
10  of  5,000 
100  of  1,000 


200  of  500 

1000  of  300 

15000  of  200 

26000  of  50 


100,000 

300,000 

3,000,000 

1,300,000 


The  lottery  being  intended 


"■■■  5>00°>ooo 

to  raife  a  fum  of  money  on 


loan,  bearing  ail  annual  infereft  of  four  per  cent,  which, 
with  thefums  ariflngfrom  the  deduiftions,  is  to  be  applied 
for  carrying  on  the  prefent  moll  juft  and  neceflary  war 
in  defence  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  thefe  United  States  ; 

Rejolved ,  That  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  firft 
clafs,  who  draw  more  than  20  dollars,  and  fo  in  the  fe- 
cond  and  third  dalles  who  draw  more  than  30  or  40 
dollars  fhall,  at  their  option,  receive  a  treafury  bank  note 
for  the1  prize  or  prizes  drawn,  payable  at  the  end  of  five 
years,  and  aq  annual  intereft  on  the  fame  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent,  or  the  pre-emption  of  fuch  billets  in  the 
next  fucceeding  clafs,  as  fhall  not  be  renewed  within  the 
time  herein  after  limited.  Every  adventurer  in  the  firft 
clafs  fhall  have  a  right  to  go  through  the  fubfequent  clafles, 
but  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  doit.  The  drawers  of  20,  30 
and  40  dollars  in  the  firft,  fecond  and  third  clafles,  who 
do  not  apply  for  their  money  within  fix  weeks  after  the 
drawing  ends,  fhall  be  deemed  adventurers  in  the  next 
fucceeding  clafs,  and  have  their  billets  renewed  without 
any  farther  trouble.  If  any  others  fhall  negledl  or  decline 
taking  out  and  paying  the  price  of  their  billets,  for  a 
fubfequent  clafs  within  fix  weeks  after  the  drawing  ends, 
their  billets  will  be  fold  to  the  fortunate,  adventurers  in 
the  preceeding  clafs,  or  to  fuch  as  fhall  apply  fin*  the 
fame.  The  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  laft  clafs  who 
draw  fifty  dollars  fhall.  unon  aimUraHnn  tn  rhp 
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That  for  carrying  into  execution  the  faid  lottery  there 
fhall  be  feven  managers,  who  fhall  give  bond,  and  he  on, 
oath  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty  : 

That  the  money  as  fail  as  received  by  the  managers 
for  billers  be  lodged  in  the  continental  treafary  : 

That  the  drawing  of  the  firft  clafs  begin  at  Philadef 
phia  on  the  tR  of  March  1777  or  fooner,  if  fooner  full. 

Reju'ved ,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report 
be  poilponed  ’till  to  morrow. 

The  fevera!  matters  to  tliis  day  referred  being  poftponed,, 
adjourned  to  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  November  19,  1776. 


The  convention  of  Maryland  having  appointed  new 
delegates  two  of  them  attending  produced  the  ci  edentials 
of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows, 
a  M  rylanT.  In  convention,  November  10th,  1776. 

Re  Jo  he  dy  That  the  honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  efq  ; 
and  rhomas  Johnfon  jun.  William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone, 
Samuel  Chafe,  Benjamin  Rumfey  and  Charles  Carrol, 
bar  efq  tires  or  auy  three  or  more  of  them  be  delegates 
to  reprefent  this  Rate  in  Congrefs  until  the  firft  day  oi 
March  next,  or  until  the  General  Aflembly  fhall  make 
further  ovder  therein,  and  that  the  faid  delegates 
or  ally  three  or  more  of  them  be  autliorifed  and  impower- 
ert  to  concur  with  the  other  United  States,  or  a  majority  of 
them  in  forming  a  confederation,  and  in  maxing  foreigr 
alliances;  provided  that  fucli  confederation  when  formed  h* 
not  binding  upon  this  Rate  without  the  aftent  o*  the  Ge 
tieral  Affembly ;  and  the  faid  delegates  or  any  three  01 
anore  of  them  are  alfo  authorised  and  impowered  t< 


concur  in  any 


in  any  meafures  which  may  be  refolved  on  b; 
.  por  carrying  on  the  war  with  Great-Bntain,  ant 
the  liberties  of  the  United  States,  referving  al 


Aimer  of  the  i6rh  from  general^ 
of  the  17th  front  C.  Biddle,  were  read 
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PrThateihis  matter  be  kept  as  fecret  as  the  nature  of  the 



Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  leport  on  the 

lottery,  whereupon  f 

Re/bhed,  That  each  of  the  managers  (hall  receive  for 

his  trouble  one  tenth  per  centum/  Qn  r^ie  inoney  ie 
fiiall  receive  on  the  fale  of  the  tickets : 

That  the  tickets  or  billets  be  fold  for  ready  money  . 

That  each  of  the  managers  give  bond  to  the  preiident 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States  in  the  penalty  of  20,000 
dollars  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  truft. 

Refblvedy  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  commitee 
appointed  to  hear  the  appeal  againft  the  fentence  palled 
on  the  libel  John  Barry,  &c.  v.  the  floop  Betiy  &c.  m  th 

room  of  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  member  chofen  Mr.  Chafe. 

Congrefs  being  informed  there  are  two  enfigncies  vacant 
in  the  german  battalion,  proceeded  to  eledt  perfons  to 
£11  up  the  fame  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Howard  and  Jacob  Laudermilk  were  elected. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  ought  to 
be  advanced  to  colonel  James  Livingfton  the  fum  of  2000 
dollars  for  which  he  is  to  account  with  the  cominiffionevs 
for  auditing  the  accounts  in  the  northern  department  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Edward  Rutledge  rTq  ;  for  cafli  he 
paid  by  order  of  Congrefs  to  jofeph  Beck  an  exprefs  to 
South  Carolina,  with  difpatches  intercepted  with  Kirk¬ 
land  &c.  the  fum  of  133.30  dollars,  and  for  the  expences 
of  himfelf,  Dodi.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams,  a  committee 
to  Staten  Ilian  1  and  back,  71-3°  dollars;  the  whole  a- 
mounting  to  204.60  dollars  : 

To  Jof.  Baldwin  for  ferriage  o£  militia  over  Nefliamksy 
ferry,  6.54  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Pugh,  for  vidlualing  troops  of  the  fiyirjg  camp 


$$  their  march,  8  dollars; 


/  w 
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Iars>  andVonfc  hi^tfdSeM  e1-—1 ^Hliny’  12'2l  do1' 

the  whole  22.57  doll-rs-  xpielleg,  j 0.36  dollars. 

That  there  ftonld  he  paid  -orb  h  J  e 

then,  lent  to  Henjamh,  Ha^fon  ^  r  T  f°  be  ^ 
waiter  general  in  Virginia  ,h»  r  J!-  ef<!:  deputy  pay. 

tJ‘r  'f  °J  thr  ^  ijl"  hat’departmem  ?°0,°00  d°liarS  f°r 
Th«  the  faid  accounts  be  paid 

bo„a5t,;  of  rhe  report  of  „,c 

R'Mv-d  Thor  n  3  h  1M^nt5  hereupon 

make  regular  weekly  mwns  of  °r 'p  *  deputies, 

to  the  officers  and  privates ’  fT„  •  3  ,llued  or  Pakl 

Pa'T  in  the  fervice  of  *£ SutM troop  °>'  com- 
or  his  deputies  fn  .  .  .  ?s>  ‘  the  adjutant-general 

turns  of  the  army  and  n-  ^r*  .ln!ertec!  111  t,!e  general  re- 
That  on  any  lick  ordinfT'^  t0  ConSref‘s  monthly  : 
foldier  beine  ftnt  to  anvt  r“  ^"-^"’"tiffioned  officer  or 
tain  or  command-  ofu10^^  °r  fl°k  *luarters>  the  cap- 
Lelongs,  f'Hi  fend  to  n!  r  °P  °r  C0JmPan.v  t0  which  he 
holpi ral  or  giv5  ‘  .  ‘he  faid’ 

f,  in  the  hofffitai  1 i  “°n;c°mnnllioned  officer  or  foldier 
by  the  nvmafter  r  <ina,teis;  a  certificate,  counterligned 
inent  o/  vblr  • "  if  he  be  with  the  ?egi- 

01s".;  or  pi"  CP^  1?  d”  “  oon-commlfljoned 

or  quarters  •  and  the  f  hls  entering  the  hofpital 

or  com-anv  twi  caPtain  or  commandant  of  the  troop 
hor.,If  t  y  f  not  re.cejve  the  pay  of  the  faid  foldier  in 

•  J  *,  a  °  <l’,arters)  or  include  him  in  any  nay  abftradl  du 

licerorfol  liei  -  re",'  '  and  the  laid  non-commiflioned  ofs 

at  an™  r' ftla11  be  entitled  to  receive  his 
.}T\  :.'n.v  Pay-office  or  from  any  paymafter  in  the  fervice  of 

oertri"atedftatCSi  the.faid  Paymafter  keeping  fuch  original 

•  '•a7>  to  prevent  nnpofitions,  and  giving  the  non-com- 

rilere.l’"  Cl0e'T-er  “r  f°ldiur  h,isdifc.harg*>  or  a  certified  copy 
'H-  I’ti'' 11  ,<r\111^  aL  ^ie  ^ame  c*me  his  having  been  paid : 

.  .  .ac  VlIS  rerohuion  be  trail  framed  to  the  commanders 

•  ”Cf  Jn/1,e  /evcral  departments,  to  be  by  them  given 
\!r  v  vC7  ers  arul  delivered  to  the  directors  of  the 

m  pnah  in  cadi  department,  who  are  to  caufe  the  fame 
>e  i.\cd  vp  w  foine  confpicuous  place  or  places  in  every 
imh  ary  hofpital  for  the  information  of  all  concerned  : * 
nnc  Setters  bajrnmcdiately  fent  to  the  councils  of  fafety 
conventions,  or  legislatures  pf  Fennfyivania  and  the  Hates 
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to  the  fouthward  thereof,  defiring  them  forthwith  to  lay  up 
magazines  of  military  ftores,  ammunition  and  fait  provifi- 
onsinthe  fafeft  and  moft  convenient  places  in  shefaid  dates 
refpedtively,  foi  theufeof  luch  continental  troops  and  milia¬ 
ria  as  it  may  be  neceflary  to  bring  into  the  field  in  die  en- 
fmng  winter  for  the  defence  of  thefe  dates ; 

That  fonte  proper  perfon  be  appointed  to  a«ft  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  armourer,  to  affift  the  commifiary  ol  ftores  in  i'n- 
fpeding,  fuperintending  repairs,  and  taking  care  of  all 
continental  arms  in  the  public  magazines  at  Philadelphia. 

Congrefs  deem  it  necefiary  upon"  every  principle  of  pro¬ 
priety  to  remind  the  feveral  Hates,  how  indifpenfible  it  is 
to  the  common  fafety,  that  they  purfue  the  moll  immedi¬ 
ate  and  vigorous  meafures  to  furnifli  their  refperiive  quo¬ 
tas  of  troops  for  the  new  army,  as  the  time  of  fervice  for 
which  the  prefent  army  is  inlifted  is  fo  near  expiring  that 
the  country  may  be  left  in  a  condition  in  a  great  meafurc 
uefencelefs,  unlefs  quickly  fupplied  by  new  levies. 

Rejolved,  That  major  Stewart,  who  brought  the  late  in¬ 
telligence  from  general  Cates,  and  who  is  recommended 
as  a  deferring  officer,  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel 

by  brevet,  and  be  prefented  with  a  fword  of  the  value  of 
one  hundred  dollars. 


The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 

adjourned  till  10  o’clock  to-morrow.  1  ' 


M  edneSDay,  November  20,  1776. 

.fo/sW  That  40,000  dollars’ be  advanced  to  Mr.  T. 
Meafe  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

72*' i-h/  Publk  Prifon  havi"S  informed  Con- 
g  efs  tfiathc  has  difeovered  a  plot  among  the  prifoners  to 

efcape,  which  one  of  them  has  accomplifhed  ;  and 

Phil  f  las  Sooc  reafon  to  believe  horfes  are  purchafed  in 

havl  r  p  !,’/nd  kcpt  ready  for  tIle,n  when  they  fhall 
have  e  fcaped  from  pnibn ;  it  was  thereupon 

Rejoived,  That  the  goal-keeper  be  directed  to  keep  the 

pufoners  in  Ins  cultody  clofe  locked  up  till  further  orders: 

T  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafetv  of Penn- 

Sr1-0  examine  Mr.  Jewel]  the  goal-keeper  'refpeaing 

fin  I  f,el’  and  to..take  every  meafure  in  their  power  to 
Imd  out  the  accomplices  in  the  plot,  if  any  there  are, 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  lord  Stirling  was  read. 

rials  frmnacd  T’  T  wbom  wcre  referred  the  memo- 
in  a  reno  t  Ti“  LockY°°d  and  captain  Ofwald,  brought 

.O  their  pa,  be  referred  to  the  board”  f  “S.’  “  ' 


A 


/ 
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4?i  jfbf/R^Ats  6^  CoNCRESff. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Lee  to  doctor  Franklin 
having  been  fent  to  the  board  of  war  and  by  them  opened, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered ,  Thar  the  board  of  war  prepare  a  letter  to  ge¬ 
neral  Lee,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  managers  of  the 
lottery,  and  ihe  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  ehofen,-  viz. 

Sharp  Delany,  John  Putviance,  Owen  Biddle,  Francis 
Lewis  jun.  Jacob  Barge,  Jonathan  B.  Smith  and  JamesSearle.- 

Rejoived ,  1  hat  a  member  be  added  to  the  fecret  cofti- 
rnitlee  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  is  abfent  : 

The  member  ehofen,  Mr.  Whipple. 

Rejoived)  That  the  poll  mailer  general  be  directed  to  re¬ 
move  Beftbnet  of  Briftol  in  Pennfylvania  from  the  office  of 
deputy  poftmafter,  and  appoint  feme  other  trufty  perfbn 
in  t  at  town  to  that  office  : 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
eumftances  of  the  lofs  of  the  packet  from  general  Wash¬ 
ington,  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  Council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  apprehend  Beflonet  of  Briftol  and  his 
barkeeper,  and  bring  them  to  Philadelphia  for  examina¬ 
tion,  taking  care  to  keep  them  apart,  and  that  they  hate 
the  aftiftanee  of  the  continental  troops  in  Philadelphia,  if 
neceftary  i 

That  the  faid  committee  write  to  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  continental  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  to  make  di¬ 
ligent  fearch  for  one  Wilkins  who  was  at  the  tavern  in 
Briftol  when  the  packet  was  loft,  and  to  fend  him,  if 
found,  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Rejofoedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  impOWered  to  ad- 
minifter  oaths  to  perfons  examined  by  them. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due  to 
lieutenant  Smith  for  his  expences  with  a  party  to  efcort 
money  to  Brunfwick,  and  to  fort  Montgomery,  a  ballance 
of  19  19  dollars,  the  amount  of  his  account  being  55*19 
dollars,  of  which  he  received  from  Robert  Ertoin,  32  dol¬ 
lars,  and  from  R*  Dallam,  4  dollars,  remains  19.19  dol. 

Orde  edf  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafiny  reported  farther  inftrueftions  to 
the  commiftloners  for  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  ar¬ 
my  under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington,  which 
Were  agreed  to  as  follows  .* 

That  in  adjuftirig  the  accounts  of  perfons  whofe  particu¬ 
lar  circiimftances  may  have  rendered  them  unable  to  pro¬ 
cure 
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t'ttrfe  vouchers,  or  who  by  unavoidable  accidents  have  loft 
the  fame  or  any  part  of  the  public  ftores  committed  to 
their  care,  the  coinmiflioners  endeavour  to  obtain  the  belt 
information  from  the  general  officers  or  other  perfons  re¬ 
lative  to  fuch  accounts,  and  ufe  a  difcretionary  power  in 
adminifteriiig  oaths  or  affirmations  previous  to  their  fet¬ 
tling  the  fame  : 

That  the  commiilioners  fend  to  the  ffate  of  Virginia 
and  to  the  hates  northward  and  eahward  thereof,  for  their 
accounts  againh  the  faid.  army,  if  fuch  accounts  ffiould  non 
be  forwarded,  agreeable  to  a  circular  letter  from  the  board 
of  treafury  to  the  faid  hates  : 

That  the  commiilioners  ufe  every  precaution  to  prevent 
the  lofs  of  any  public  books  or  papers,  that  may  be  in 
their  poffeflion,  and  for  rhis  purpofe  that  they  apply  to 
the  quarter  matter  general  for  a  waggon  and  horfes,  to  be 
under  their  dire  (hi  on  : 

That  they  confider  the  flying  camp  as  part  of  general 
Wafhington’s  army,  and  adjuh  the  accounts  accordingly. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report  for  encreaf- 
ing  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  5  whereupon 

Rejolvedy  That  there  be  immediately  undertaken 
In  New-Hampffiire,  I  fhip  of  74  guns, 

In  MaflachufettVBay,  r  ditto  of  74  ditto, 

I  ditto  of  36  ditto, 

In  Pennfylvania,  i  ditto  of  74  ditto, 

1  brig  of  1 3  ditto,  and  a  packet-boat, 
III  Virginia,  2  frigates  of  36  ditto  each, 

I11  Maryland,  2  ditto  of  36  ditto  each. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pohponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  November  21,  1776. 

Refolvedy  That  250  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Ga¬ 
briel  Long,  of  the  late  colonel  Stevenfoifs  battalion,  for 
the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  company,  he  to  be  account¬ 
able  : 

That  captain  Long’s  accounts  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

As  the  neceflity  of  obtaining  an  army  immediately  to 
oppofe  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  is  fo  evident  and  prefling 
as  to  render  it  proper  to  give  all  poflible  facility  to  that 
bufinefs  : 

Rejolvedy  That  each  ffate  he  at  liberty  to  dircctt  their 
recruiting  officers  to  ini  iff  their  men  either  for  the  war  or 
three  years,  u pun  the  refpecttive  bounties  offered  by  C011- 

Vol.  If,  1  O  3  gref$. 
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grefs,  ■without  prefeming  inlifting  rolls  for  both  terms  ac¬ 
tor  mg  to  a  oimer  refolution,  keeping  it  always  in  view 

at  m  r  c  opinion  of  Congrefs  the  public  fervice  will  be 
belt  promoted  by  inlifhnents  -for  the  war,  if  the  recruit- 
uig  lervice  is  not  retarded  thereby. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due  ? 
.  J.°  Samue!  Lockwood,  for  his  pay  as  afljftant  engineer 
in  le  army  in  Canada,  from  the  5th  of  November,  l?7y, 

128.60  dollars  j  ay’  3t  20  d°llalS  per  month' 

And  from  the  19th  of  May  to  the  5th  November,  at  30 
dollar,  per  month,  l6y  dol]ars 

the  whole  295.60  dollars  : 
o  Jo  n  Bates  for  two  file  hoods,  fhovel,  tongs,  &c0 
for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury  office,  16.36  dollars: 

L/rdgredy  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  .  * 

f  rid  ay,  November  22,  1  776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Mercer  was  read: 

Ordered y  That  an  extract  thereof  be  fent  to  the  affcm- 
bly  and  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  fick  foldiers 
were  fent  to  Philadelphia  from  the  flying  camp  and  lodged 
in  the  barracks,  and  it  being  apprehended  that  their  con¬ 
tinuance  in  the  barracks  may  endanger  the  health  of  the 
foldiers  there, 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  take  charge  of  the 
faid  fick,  and  have  them  quartered  in  private  houfes  and 
properly  taken  care  of,  and  that  they  immediately  attend 
to  this  bufinefs : 

That  doctor  Ludwic  be  direded  to  attend  the  faid  fick. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and 
meinot  lal  of  Mrs.  Zedwitz,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  lieutenant-colonel  Zedwitz  be  removed 
to  Philadelphia  and  confined  in  the  Bate  prifon  ;  and  that 
due  care  he  taken  to  prevent  him  from  any  intercourfe  or 
correfpoudence  with  the  enemies  of  thefe  Bates; 

I  hot  thf  fum  of  58.49  dollars  he  paid  to  Mrs.  Zedwitz, 
in  full  for  fervices  done  for  the  continent,  as  fei  fortfh  in 
her  petition : 

That  t lie  farther  Aim  of  80  dollars  he  paid  to  the  faid 
Mrs.  Zedwitz,  in  full  for  two  months  pay  due  to  her  hufband. 

Refolvedy  That  joo  oqo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania;  that  Bate  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  prefentftate  of  the 
army,  of  which  fbme  parts  have  already  difbanded,  and 
others  will  probably  do  fo  when  the  times  they  enga¬ 
ged  to  ferve  for  fhall  expire,  which  mull  foon  happen  ;  fo 
that  there  is  great  danger  that  the  enemy  mud  be  oppof- 
ed  either  by  unequal  numbers,  or  by  militia,  not  only  a 
more  expenfive  but  a  lefs  efficacious  aid  than  regular  for¬ 
ces;  and  there  being  good  grounds  to  hope  that  vigorous 
efforts  at  this  critical  conjuncture  may  bring  the  war  to  a 
/peedy  as  well  as  happy  conclufion; 

Refohed ,  That  blank  commiffions  befentto  general  Wafh- 
ington,  and  that  he  be  impowered  to  infert  therein  the 
names  of  fuch  officers  as  he  fhall  think  fit,  not  revoking 
thofe  appointments  which  have  been  nude  by  commiffion- 
ers  from  any  of  the  United  States;  and  the  general,  com- 
miffioners  and  officers  are  conjured  to  recruit,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  regiments  now  or  lately  in  the 
camp;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  re¬ 
pair  to  head  quarters,  and  confulting  with  the  general,  af- 
iift  in  the  accompliffiment  of  this  neceffary  bufinefs  : 

The  members  c  ho  fen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  VVitherfpoon,  and 
Mr.  Rofs, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fa  id  committee  make  particular  in¬ 
quiry  >vhy  the  troops  are  not  paid,  and  that  they  inquire 
into  and  redrefs  to  the  utmolf  of  their  power  the  juft  grie¬ 
vances  of  the  foldiers. 

Refohed ,  That  the  fum  of  166,666.60  dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  date  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  in  part  of  their  account 
againft  the  continent ;  the  faid  date  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  refpecding  the 
lottery  be  delivered  to  the  managers,  and  that  the  faid 

managers  proceed  immediately  in  carrying  the  lottery  into 
execution. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  application  from  the  convention  of  New- 
York  refpetding  the  wade  of  hides  in  the  army;  where¬ 
upon 

%  Refohed 9  That  the  commidaries  in  each  department  he 
directed  to  employ  proper  perfons  to  take  immediate  charge 
pf  the  hides  and  tallow  in  their  refpective  didrieds  ;  that 
the  former  may  be  tanned  into  leather,  or  at  lead  fo  far 
cured  as  to  prevent  their  being  fpotled,  and  the  latter  ren¬ 
dered  into  kegs  or  calks,  that  there  be  no  wade  of  thofe 
valuable  articles,  but  that  they  may  be  flored  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent  and  be  fubjecd  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs  ; 
and  that  the  faid  commiflaries  be  drongly  urged  to  pay  due 
attennon  tq  this  refolve,  it  being  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance,  Rtfehtd, 
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IT  1  *  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  doctor 

^le  £ernian  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  Hate  of  the  inconyeniencies  to  which  the  troops  on  the 
eaitei  11  fhore  of  Virginia  are  particularly  fubjetf,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered \  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  lettei  of  tlie  j6th  from  J.  Trumbull,  commiflary-ge* 
neral,  was  read,  advifing  that  he  had  on  that  day  drawn 
on  the  prendent  at  four  days  fight,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thew  Irwin,  for  the  fum  of  20.000  dollars,  to  purchafe  pork 
anu  flour,  and  defiring  the  fame  may  be  paid  and  charged 
to  bn  (J.  1  rumbulfs)  account  : 

>Refoived,  That  the  prefident  draw  an  order  on  the  trea- 
faiei  foi  the  payment  of  the  faid  hills,  and  that  the  money 
be  accordingly  charged  to  the  account  of  j.  Trumbull. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  beinr  pofi:- 
poned,  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  A ovember,  23,  1  776. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  and  21ft  from  general  Wafiiinuton 
Was  read.  6 

Rejolvtd ,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay  mailer 
general  :  .  J 

That  250,000  dollars  he  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  efq; 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  he  appointed  with  full 
powers  to  devife  and  execute  meafures  for  effectually  reinr 
forcing  general  Washington,  and  obftnufting  the  progress 
of  general  Howe’s  army;  and  they  are  ordered  to  proceed 
immediately  on  this  bufinefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.Wilfon,  Mr.Smith,  Mr.Chafe 
Mr.  Clymer,  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

(  Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the 
Virginia  battalion  on  the  eaflern  fhore,  and  the  twopenny 
fiylvania  battalions  commanded  by  colonel  Mackay  and  co¬ 
lonel  Cooke,  to  march  with  all  poflible  expedition  ;  the 
former  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  two  latter  by  the  neareft 
route  to  Brunfwick  in  New-Jerfey,  or  to  join  general  Wafli- 
ington  wherever  he  may  be  ;  and  that  the  faid  board  ufe 
every  means  in  their  power  to  expedite  the  march  ofthefe 
troo])S;  and  they  are  ordered  to  attend  immediately  to 
this  bufinefs, 

f  he  better  to  oppofc  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy, 

Refolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order 
under  his  immediate  command  fucli  of  the  forces  now  in 
the  northern  department  as  have  been  raifed  in  the  flares 
pf  Penn  fyl  vania  and  New-Jerfey,  and  that  the  commanding 
officer  in  fhe  northern  department  be  directed  to  apply  tq 
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die  leghflatures  of  the  eadern  dates  to  afford  him  fuch  af- 
fidance  as  lie  may  dand  in  need  of. 

Rejohed ,  That  general  Washington  he  diredled  to  pro-* 
pofe  to  general  Howe  an  exchange  of  William  Franklin, 
efq;  late  governor  of  New-Jerfey,  for  brigadier  general 
Thompfon,  , 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  the  committee  of  northampton  county,  and  to  be  paid 
to  Jefle  Jones,  for  fundry  fupplies  of  providons,  waggons, 
&c.  to  the  militia  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  and  for 
fupplies  to  prifonersand  continental  troops,  133 7. 54 dollars  ; 

To  John  Alhbe,  fora  waggon,  horfes,  and  a  negro  man, 
his  property,  lod  in  the  fervice  of  the  dates  at  New-York, 
786.60  dollars  : 

To  John  Cox,  for  eight  rifle  guns  fupplied  by  Edward 
Snicker,  for  the  nfe  ot  captain  Gabriel  Long’s  company 
of  Virginia  ride-men,  146.60  dollars  : 

To  lieutenants  Bogart  and  Ball,  two  prifoners  of  the 
britilh  navy,  and  to  be  paid  to  James  Smith,  efq  ;  for  their 
allowance  from  9th  July  to  19th  November,  1776,  inclu¬ 
sive,  19  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  76  dollars  : 

To  brigadier  general  Armftrong,  for  his  pay  and  rations 
from  id  March  to  2 3 d  November,  ind.  inclufive,  and  his 
travelling  expences  to  and  from  South-Carolina,  1701.63 
dollars  : 


To  doclor  David  Jamefon,  for  fundry  medicines  and  at¬ 
tendance  to  fick  foldiers  of  captain  Grier’s  company  and 
captain  Nelfon’s  company  in  the  continental  fervice,  290.24 
dollars  : 

To  colonel  Jeremiah  Dugan,  for  fundry  fupplies  to  the 
army  in  Canada,  for  which  he  has  now  produced  a  voucher, 
the  want  of  which  prevented  the  fame  being  reported  the 
Jpth  of  Augud  lad,  the  fum  of  484.73  dollars: 

To  the  board  of  war,  for  a  draft  of  R.  Dallam,  efq; 
deputy  paymader  general,  dated  New- Brunfwick  the  21ft 
Sudani:,  in  favour  of  colonel  Clement  Biddle,  deputy  quar- 
termader  general,  10,000  dollars  : 

That  there  fliould  be  paid  to  Richard  Bacne,  efq  ;  pod- 
ma.’ler  general,  as  an  advance  for  the  ufe  of  the  pod-ofHce, 
2666.60  dollars  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

Refohed ,  That  by  any  thing  heretofore  done  it  Is  not  in¬ 
tended  to  prejudice  or  drengthen  the  right  or  claim  of  the 
United  States  or  any  of  them  to  any  lands  in  America,  nor 
to  determine  in  what  proportion  or  manner  the  expences 
or  the  war  fhall  he  railed  or  adjuded,  except  as  to  the  firit 
fe  millions  ol  dollars  emitted  by  Congrefs,  and  a  farther 
£  million  of  three  millions  of  dollars  on  Dec.  26,  1  775. 

ReJo/vedj 
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Tnat  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  com* 
mil  jonds  appointed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland  to 

raL!.  r  fir  <luota  trooPs  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

ac  --n  ci  al  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 

M_o  N  D  A  Y,  November  23,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafhington  atNewark 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 

oniri  e  s,  and  that  general  Mifflin,  who  brought  the  letter, 
be  dehred  to  attend  the  faid  committee. 

Congrels  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
.  whole,  and  after  fome  time  the prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  letter  referred  to  them  and  have 
heard  general  Mifflin  on  the  fubjetf:,  and  thereupon  come 
to  fundi y  resolutions  which  he  was  ordered  to  report,  but 
that  not  having  finifhed,  defired  leave  to  fit  again.  ? 

1  he  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows _ 

Refolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be 
requeued  to  call  forth  immediately  the  aflociators  in  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  and  in  the  counties  of 
Philadelphia,  Chefter,  Bucks  and  Northampton,  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  fix  weeks  from  the 

time  they  join  the  army,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  C011- 
grefs :  J 

That  the  volunteers  who  fliall  enrol  to  ferve  the  United 
States  to  the  loth  of  March  next,  (hall  neverrhelefs  be  dif¬ 
charged  as  toon  as  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  will  pof- 
fibly  admit ;  it  being  the  intention  of  Congrefs  to  detain 
them  no  longer  than  the  prefent  emergency  fliall  render  it 
abfolutely  neceflary : 

That  33,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  the  faid  flate  to 

be  accountable  : 

f  hat  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Haufleger,  for 
the  tile  of  his  battalion;  lie  to  be  accountable  :  < 

l  hat  the  board  o f  war  be  diredled  to  order  the  german 
battalion  to  inarch  immediately  and  join  general  Wafhing- 

ton  : 

1  hat  the  faid  board  write  to  governor  Henry  of  Viro-i- 
jiia,  and  requeft  him  to  order  the  light  horfe  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  that  if  ate  to  march  with  all  poflible  expedition  to 
join  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  faid  board  order  brigadier  general  Roche  cle 
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Fermoy  to  repair  immediately  tb  general  Wafflington,  in- 
Head  of  going  to  the  northward. 

Rejo/ved,  That  general  Mifflin  be  directed  to  day  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  until  general  Wafliington  ihalJ  require 
his  attendance  at  the  camp,  and  that  general  Walhington 
be  informed  of  this  by  the  prefideut. 

Rejolved,  That  Congrefs.will  to-morrow  refolre  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  Hate  of  the  army. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflnoned 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

v  >  f 

Tuesday-,  November  26,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  George  Morgan  at  Pittfburjv  and 

«*  of  the  a  1  ft  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Marfland 
were  read.  J  * 

Rsfolvedt  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Er- 

^in,  waggon-mailer  general,  for  the  public  fei  vice ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Congt-els  being  informed  that  fome  perfons  in  the  citv 
of  1  hiladelphia,  governed  by  principles  inimical  to  the 
caufe  of  America,  and  with  views  of  avarice  and  extortion 
have  monopolized  and  engrofibd  Ihoes,  dockings  and  othe£ 
neceflanes  for  the  army,  whillt  the  lbldiers  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  their  country,  are  expo- 
ied  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather  at  this  inclement  feafon  : 

Kcjolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  AHembly  of  the 
Rate  of  Penn fyl vania  to  adopt  fuch  immediate  meafures 
tor  remedying  this  evil  as  their  wifdom  fliall  fuogeit  to  be 
adequate  to  the  prefent  purpofe,  and  for  preventing  like 
pernicious  pradtifes  for  the  future. 

.  „The  b”ard  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  a  regiment  of  artillery  to  be  armed  with 
muikets  and  bayonets  inftead  of  fufees,  be  railed  in  the 
ltate  of  \  lrgima,  on  continental  eftablifhment ;  the  two 
companies  already  raifed  there  to  be  part  of  the  faid  regi¬ 
ment,  which  is  to  be  compofed  of  one  colonel,  one  lieure- 
liant-colonel,  one  major,  and  ten  companies,  each  to  coniilt 
of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  one  ferjeant,  four  bom- 

matro(IeS.eiS  S1”1116”’  f°Ur  CorP0ral-  aild  forty-eight 

Refolved  That  r  r  f o  dollars  be  paid  to  Gerard  W  Beek- 

"ini1  efn°r  Her’  ^  Charged  to  tlle  account  of  Richard  Dal- 

f„n  nf  qVdep?ty  Payinafter- general,  the  fame  behm  in 
lull  of  a  draught  of  rhf»  fair!  1?  rvm  n  .> 

fecretxrv  t-F  1  ,  l  d  R*  Dallam  011  R.  Peters,  eiq  ; 

Beckman  ,  he  byrd  of  war,  m  favour  of  the  faid  G.  W.. 
Beckman,  dated  Ncw-Bruufwick,  November  x  ah ,  j77<i. 
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Mr.  F.  Lewis,  jun.  having  informed  Congrefs  that  he 
cannot  confident  with  his  private  engagements,  undertake 
to  be  a  manager  of  the  lottery,  and  defiring  to  be  excufed 
from  that  fen  ice: 

Refolved,  That  he  be  excufed,  and  that  another  be  elect¬ 
ed  in  his  room  : 

The  ballots  being  taken. 

Doctor  David  Jackfon  w  as  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  fcherhO 
of  the  lottery,  confer  with  the  managers  thereof,  in 
order  that  they  may  proceed  on  that  budnefs. 

Ccnorefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 

a 3 

to  take  into  confideration  the  date  of  the  army  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Nelfon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confi¬ 
deration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to 
fun  dry  refolutions  which  he  was  ordered  to  lay  before 
Congrefs. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
Xvhole  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows, 

Refolved,  That  the  cannon  committee  be  directed  to  in¬ 
quire  what  quantity  of  cannon  are  on  board  the  prize 
Ihip  that  arrived  yefterday  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia  ; 
and  if  they  are  fit  for  field  artillery  to  take  meafures  to 
have  them  mounted  on  proper  carriages  and  lent  to  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington  : 

That  the  Aflembly  of  the  hate  of  Penlifylvania  be  re¬ 
queued  to  give  immediate  direction  that  the  brafs  field- 
pieces  with  the  artillery  companies,  or  the  field-pieces 
fingly,  if  there  be  no  fuch  companies,  belonging  to  this 
hate,  be  with  all  poflible  expedition  fent  to  general  Wafh* 
ington’s  army  in  New-Jerley,  and  that  they  be  allured, 
that  as  foon  as  the  fituation  of  affairs  will  admit,  they 
fhall  be  returned,  or  others  in  lieu  of  the  faid  field-pieces  t 

That  Mr.  Meafe,  the  continental  commiffary  in  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  be  directed  to  go  to  the  fcveral  fliops 
and  ft  ores  in  the  faid  city,  and.  purchafe  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  fuch  articles  as  are  nccefla- 
ry  for  them  at  this  and  the  approaching  feafon  of  the 
year  ;  and  that  he  be  impowered  to  employ  as  many  per- 
fons  as  he  fhall  judge  neceflary  to  allift  him  in  this  fervke  : 

That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requelled 
with  all  poflible  expedition  to  caufe  application  to  be  made 
to  the  houfe-keepers  and  others  in  the  faid  dgte,  lor  as 
many  blankets  and  woollen  dockings  as  each  can  fpare  for 
the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  under  the  immediate  command  of 
general  Wafhington  in  Mew-Jer fey  j  and  that  they  be  de- 
*  livered 
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livered  as  fall  as  collected  to  Mr,  J.  Meafe,  the  continen¬ 
tal  coni  miliary : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  council  of  fafety  to 
'appoint  perfons  to  appraife  the  blankets  and  woollen  {lock¬ 
ings  fo  collected  as  afore  faid,  that  the  value  of  them  may 
be  paid  t 

That  this  committee  who  are  Fent  to  the  camp  be  direc¬ 
ted  to  make  particular  inquiry  into  the  abufes  in  the  medi¬ 
cal  department  in  the  army,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poitponed* 
adjourned  till  10  o’clock  to-morrow  * 

Wednesday*  November  27,  i  7  764 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Denef  was  read ; 

Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  iii  a  report,  Which  was  taken 
into  conlicleratibn,  whereupon 

Rejoined ,  That  Congrefs  appoint  the  officers  of  the  artil1- 
lery  battalion  agreed  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia. 

A  petition  and  memorial  from  John  Serjeant  Was  read  ; 

Ordered \  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  let¬ 
ter  from  Thomas  Culhing,  efq  ±  and  that  the  report  on  that 
iubjedl  by  them  made  be  re-committed. 

Rejoined,  That  the  delegates  from  the  four  New-England 
gov errtments  be  directed  to  take  the  moll  effectual  inea- 
fnres  to  have  at  leafl  10,000  pair  of  ffioes  and  10,000  pair 
of  {lockings  pUfchafed  ill  thofe  flates  and  Fent  to  general 
Wafhington’s  head  quarters  with  all  poffible  expedition, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  uiider  his  command. 

Orde  -ed ,  That  the  fecret  committee  take  proper  and  ef¬ 
fectual  meafures  to  procure  a  quantity  of  bard  money,  not 
lefs  than  20,000  dollars,  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
fconmiarider  in  Chief,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecret  fervices. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed,  in  conjunction  with 
the  council  of  fafety  of  Bennfylvania>  to  examine  Beflbnet 
'and  his  bar-keeper,  having  reported,  that  after  the  molt 
diligent  inquiry  they  find  nothing  proved  againll  Mr.  Bef- 
Fonet,  and  that  the  council  of  fafety  and  faid  committee 
are  of  opinion  he  ought  to  be  difeharged; 

Ordered ,  That  the  laid  committee  inform  the  faid  council 
tif  faFety  that  Congrefs  have  no  objection  to  their  difehar- 
ging  Mr.  Beflbnet. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  northern  ar¬ 
my  having  returned  made  a  report,  which  was  read  ; 

rdered \  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  accom¬ 
panying  it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that 
they  fit  from  day  to  day  and  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poffible : 

Vol.  II.  P  3  The 


1 


* 

r 


\ 


,  *  t  *  »  «. 

Journals  of 


NGRE  S 


The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Clymcr,  Mr* 
Livingfton,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Harrifon. 

%  Refolved ,  That  2500  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Abraham  Li- 
vinglton,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Trum¬ 
bull,  jun.  efq;  deputy  paymalter  general,  the  fame  being 
in  full  of  his  draught  in  favour  of  the  faid  A.  Livingfton, 
dated  Albany,  14th  November,  1776. 

An  appeal  having  been  lodged  againft  the  fentence  pai- 
fed  in  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  on 
the  libel  “  Levin  Jones,  &c.  v.  the  (loop  Vulcan/' 

Rejolvcdy  1  hat  the  hearing  and  determining  the  faid  ap¬ 
peal  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Payne,  Mr.  Wiifon, 
Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Refoivedy  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  revife  the  refolutions  relative  to  captures: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr. 
Chafe. 

Refoivedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of 
the  United  States  refpedtively,  to  pafs  fuch  laws  as  will 
molt  effectually  tend  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forg¬ 
ing  of  the  tickets  of  the  public  lottery. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Witherfpoon 
was  read,  informing  that  they  have  appointed  an  afiiftant 
quartermafter  and  commiflary  to  provide  for  a  number  of 
iick,  and  take  care  of  (lores  fent  to  Princeton. 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  inform  them  that  Congreffi 
approve  of  the  appointments. 

Ordered ,  That  the  board  of  war,  in  conjunction  with  a 
member  of  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  feizetlie 
perfon  and  papers  of  Monf.  Bonvolour,  and  having  exa¬ 
mined  him  and  them,  report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolvedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire(5led  to  detain 
fuch  companies  of  the  german  battalion  as  have  not  alrea¬ 
dy  marched. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  November  28,  1  77^. 

Refolvedy  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  White- 
3y,  lieutenant-colonel  of  colonel  Richardfon’s  battalion  ol 
the  flying  camp  from  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  fome  lick 
foldiers  of  faid  battalion  in  Philadelphia,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  William  Bradford,  fecond  lieutenant  in 
•aptain  Smith’s  company  of  colonel  Stevenfon  s  battalion, 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  fir  ft  lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  , 
the  firlt  lieutenant  of  the  faid  company,  refigued. 

A' 
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A  plan  of  an  artillery  yard  being  laid  before  Congrefs  ; 

Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  and 

Mr.  Middleton.  '  _  .  ,  T 

Refolved ,  That  £33.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  L. 

Cadwaliader  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion ;  he  to  be  account- 

That  a  like  fum  of  £,33.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  Penrofe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  men  belonging 
to  colonel  Magaw’s  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  army 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be  fent  to  governor  Trumbull, 
defiring  him  to  order  twenty  cannon,  carrying  (hot  of  18 
pounds^w eight,  to  be  cad  at  Salifbury  furnace  and  trans¬ 
ported  to  Ticonderoga  with  all  poffible  expedition  : 

That  fkillful  perfonsbe  fent  fb  examine  the  Salifbury  and 
Mr.  LivingdoiPs  founderies,  and  if  it  be  found  that  a  fuf- 
hcient  number  of  cannon  may  be  cad  there,  that  proper  ar¬ 
tificers  be  forthwith  employed  in  that  work,  an  agreement 
being  firft  made  with  governor  Trumbull  and  Mr.  Liying- 
ilon  for  that  purpofe  ? 

That  the  coniroiffary-general  be  directed  to  procure  pro- 
vifions  fufficient  for  5000  men,  during  eight  months,  to 
he  fent  to  Albany,  and  from  thence  to  Fort-Anne,  and 
tne  like  quantity  to  remain  in  Albany,  and  be  removed 
elfewhere  as  occafiort  may  require  ;  and  that  the  commif- 
fary-general  be  directed  to  fend  to  Albany  a  fuftjcient 
quantity  of  fait  to  cure  the  faid  pro  vifions  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  cannon  or¬ 
dered  from  Salifbury  to  Ticonderoga,  and  directed  to  have 
Carriages  provided  for  them  2 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Schuyler  at  Saratoga, 
was  read  : 

Refolvedy  That  the  commiflary-general  be  impowered  to 
import  fuch  quantities  of  rice  from  the  fouthern  dates  as 
he  lhall  think  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  medical  committee  to  whom  dotdor  Shippen’s  letter 
was  referred  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  docdor  Morgan  take  care  of  fuch  fick  and 
wounded  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  as  are  on  the 
ead  fide  of  Hudfon’s  river,  and  that  docdor  Shippen  take 
care  of  fuch  fick  and  wounded  as  are  on  the  wed  fide  of 
J-fudfon’s  river  ;  and  that  they  both  be  diredled  to  ufe  the 
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Hi  mo  ft  diligence  in  fuperintending  the  furgeons  and  mate^ 
of  the  army,  fo  that  the  fick  arid  wounded  may  be  effec¬ 
tually  provided  with  every  thing  neceftary  for  their  re¬ 
covery. 

Rtjolvcd,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  South  Carolina,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

d  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


f  R  I  D  A  Y,  November  29,  1776. 

A  letter  from  S.  Puryiance,  and  one  from  J.  Connolly, 
and  a  petition  from  J.  Sullivan  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  J.  Sullivan  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  in¬ 
quire  minutely  into  the  faifts  relative  to  the  capitulations 
entered  into  by  major  Sher bourne  and  major  Butterfield 
in  Canada;  that  they  be  imp  owe  red  to  fend  for  perfons 
and  papers  and  to  examine  witnefles  on  oath,  and  that 
they  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  cliofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and 
Mr.  Wythe. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Meafe  fupply  the  fick  foldiers  in  the 
lioufe  of  employment  in  Philadelphia,  each  with  one  fhirt. 

A  petition  from  major  John  Lamb  was  read  ;  where¬ 


upon 

Refolved,  That  the  general  be  diredted  to  include  ma¬ 
jor  Lamb  in  the  next  exchange  of  prifoners. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  army 
brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  whereupon 

Refolded,  That  the  medical  committee  f>e  diredted  to 
provide  lufTicient  quantities  of  antifeerbutjes  for  the  life 
of  the  hofpitals  in  rhe  northern  army  : 

That  the  hofpital  at  Fort  George  be  continued  for  the 
reception  of  foldiers  labouring  with  contagious  difeaf^s, 
and  that  there  be  a  genera}  hofpital  ere 
independance ; 

That  a  fui table  fpot  pf  ground  for  a  garden  be  inclofed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  general  liofpiral,  to  fupply 
the  army  with  vegetables  ;  and  that  labourers  be  hired  to 
cultivate  it  under  rhe  direction  of  an  oyerfeer,  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  general  q r  commanding  officer  ; 

That  the  general  or  commanding  officer  in  each  of  ^he 
armies,  caufe  ftritft  inquiry  to  he  made  into  the  condqdf 
©f  the  directors  of  the  hofpitals  and  their  furgeons,  offi¬ 
cers  and  fervants,  and  of  the  regimental  furgeons,  that  if 
the  p  has  been  any  juft  ground  of  complaint  in  thofe  de¬ 
partments,  the  offenders  may  be  puniftied  :  Thj|$ 
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That  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  every  reg}* 
?nent  make  frequent  inquiry  into  the  health  of  the  men 
under  his  command,  and  report  the  date  thereof  with  any 
negligence,  mal -practice,  or  other  mifeondudt  of  the  furr 
geons  or  others,  to  the  general  and  to  Congrels,  deliver¬ 
ing  copies  of  fuch  reports  to  all  perfons  therein  accufed  : 

That  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern 
army  idiredl  all  the  batteaus  on  Lakes  Champlain  and 
George  to  be  immediately  repaired  : 

That  one  hundred  batteaus  be  built  at  Schenetflady,  fa 
as  to  be  ready  for  life  in  February  or  March  next  at  far- 
tlielt,  and  for  this  purpofe  that  boards,  pitch,  oakum, 
and  other  neceflary  materials  be  collected  and  artificers 
employed  by  the  general  or  commanding  officer  : 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due  : 

To  P.  E.  du  Simitiere,  for  defigning,  making  and  draw¬ 
ing  a  medal  for  general  Wafhington,  32  dollars  : 

To  John  Dunlap,  for  printing  fundry  refolves  of  Con- 
grefs,  commiffions,  proclamations,  654.66  dollars  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Robert 
Towers,  commiflaiy,  Bo  dollars  : 

T9  Jofeph  Grenvold,  for  porterage  of  powder  to  the  ma¬ 
gazine,  3 7.45  dollars : 

To  James  Anderfon,  for  ferriage  of  Virginia  troops, 
waggons,  and  militia  over  Sufquehanna,  27.18  dollars: 

To  the  ellate  of  captain  Spring,  for  ftorage  of  continen¬ 
tal  powder,  ir  1.38  dollars: 

To  the  following  prifoners  from  Canada,  and  to  be  paid 
to  Mr.  Rofs,  the  fuin  of  229.77  dollars,  viz.  To  captain 
Thompfon,  expences  ofhimfelf  and  baggage  from  Albany 
to  Trenton,  1 1.55  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  26th 
April  ro  28th  November  inclufive,  3r  weeks  at  2  dollars  a 
week,  62  dollars;  to  Alexander  M'Culloch,  expences  of 
himfelf  and  baggage  from  Albany  to  Trenton,  10.35  dol¬ 
lars,  and  his  allowance  from  26th  April  to  28th  Novem¬ 
ber  inclufive,  3  1  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  62  dollars ;  and 
to  William  Godwin,  his  expences  of  family  and  baggage 
from  Albany  to  Burlington,  1 4.27  dollars,  and  his  allow¬ 
ance  from  2  7th  March  to  27th  November  inclufive,  35  weeks 
at  2  dollars,  70  dollars  :  v 

To  John  Houfc,  for  his  account  of  ferriage  of  troops, 
Waggons  and  Iiorfesover  the  river  Poromack,  30.30  dollars: 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

'Refofoedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  pro¬ 
vide,  as  foon  as  may  be,  arms  and  equipage  for  3000  horfe. 

Rejolvcd}  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
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?Uc*  unci  report  a  proper  method  for  edablifhing  and  trains 
xng  cavalry  in  this  continent  : 

members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr, 
Middleton,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

A  petition  from  Alexander  Mercer  was  read  and  refers 
red  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  managers  of 
t  e  lottery  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
liaeration  ;  whereupon 

Refold,  That  the  prizes  only  be  drawn  : 

That  the  managers  be  anthorifed  to  employes  many 
clci  ks  to  allid  in  numbering  the  tickets  as  may  be  necefla- 
ry  for  expediting  the  bufinefs  : 

Tliat  two  prefles  be  employed  for  printing  the  tickets  ; 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommit¬ 
ted. 

Rejohed,  That  to-morrow  he  adigned  for  appointing  the 

officers  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
Virginia. 

7  ^ie  ^everal  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pod poned^ 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  tp* morrow. 

Sat  u  r  d  a  y,  November  30,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  from  general  Wafliington,  with  a  lift 
of  the  prifoners  taken  by  the  enemy  during  the  campaign 
of  1770  ;  and  one  of  the  fame  date  from  the  council  of 
fafery  of  New- York,  were  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  hoard  of  war, 
and  that  they  confer  with  colonel  Miles  who  is  come  from 

New-Yor  k  on  his  parpJe,  to  expedite  the  exchange  of  prit 
foners. 

Refohed)  Thar  jooo  dollars  he  advanced  to  Robert  Er¬ 
win,  waggon -made r  general,  for  the  public  fervice  j  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Rcfolvcd ,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennlylvania  be 
requeded  to  have  eight  carriages  for  field  pieces  got  ready 
with  all  podible  expedition,  at  the  expence  of  the  continent, 
to  he  delivered  as  fall  as  made  to  the  order  of  the  board  of 
war. 

file  corn  million  err,  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  depart¬ 
ment  having  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  the  minutes  of  their 
proceedings, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  he  referred  to  the  danding  com¬ 
ini  tree  forindian  affairs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  managersof 
the  lottery  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken 
into  conflderation ;  whereupon 
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Refolved,  That  the  gratuity  to  the  managers  of  the  lot¬ 
tery  for  their  trouble  in  the  conduct  of  ttiat  builnefs  be 
left  to  the  future  judgment  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  managers  be  authorifed  to  appoint  agents  for 
the  fale  of  the  tickets  in  the  feveral  hates,  and  oner  them 
one  tenth  percent,  on  the  tickets  or  billets  by  each  refpec- 
tively  fold  : 

That  the  public  be  at  the  riique  of  convey  ing  the  tickets 
®r  billets  to  the  agents  in  the  different  Hates: 

That  the  agents  pay  the  money  received  by  them  for  the 
fale  of  tickets  Gr  billets  to  the  eommiffi  oners  cf  the  loan-1 
office  of  the  hate  where  they  are  fold,  taking  receipts 
therefor,  and  traiifmit  them  to  the  managers  of  the  lot* 
tery  at  Philadelphia. 

Refolved ,  That  the  hate  of  New- York  be  impowered  to 
raife  another  battalion  on  the  continental  ehablilhment : 

That  the  Convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  New- York 
be  impowered  to  appoint  an  aid  major  to  each  of  the  bat¬ 
talions  raifed  by  that  hate,  the  pay  or  c&pence  of  which 
to  be  borne  by  that  hate* 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  artillery  battalion  ordered  to 
be  raifed  in  Virginia,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  elected — 

Charles  Harrifon,  erq  ;  Colonel  ; — Edward  Carrington, 
efq;  Lieutenant  Colonel  j — Chrihiern  Holmer,  Major. 

Samuel  Denny,  William  Pierce,  Nathaniel  Burwell,  Bul- 
ler  Clairborne,  Jofeph  Scott,  William  Murray,  Spotfwood 
Dandridge,  Matthew  Smith,  Sir  John  Pettus,  and  William 
Waters,  captains. 

Refolved 9  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be 
requehed  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  fubaltern  officers. 

Refolved That  the  board  of  war  be  direthed  to  purchah? 
for  the  public  fervice  fix  waggons  with  four  hol  ies  andprop- 
er  harnefs  to  each  waggon, and  to  employ  fuitable  driveis. 

An  addrefs  from  Nicholas  Biddle,  John  Barry,  Thomas 
Read,  Charles  Alexander,  and  John  Nicliolfon,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 
wlio  are  directed  to  purfue  fucli  meafures  as  they  fliall  think 
proper  in  confequence  thereof. 

The  Aftembly  of  Pennfylvaixia  having  by  Mr.  Morris  in¬ 
formed  Congrefs  that  they  have  appointed  a  committee  of 
£heii.  body  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Congrefs  on  the 
lequifition  of  Congrefs  to  call  forth  immediately  the  ailo- 
ciators  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the 
counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Cheflef  and  Northamp- 
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Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  with  the  commif« 
tee  of  the  Ailembly  of  Penn  fyl  vania  on  this  fubjedf,  and 
jagiee  on  fuch  nick  fares  as  ffia.ll  be  deemed  inolt  for  the 
public  fervice. 

I  he  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Styner  and  Ciff,  for  paper  and  printing  minutes  of 
Congi  els,  &c.  and  trouble  and  expence&  in  attending  the 
making  the  paper  for  the  loan  office  notes,  1  30. 1 5  dollars  i 

To  lieutenant  Peacock;  a  prifoner,  of  the  7th  regiment, 
for  his  allowance  from  2cth  December,  1775,  to  28th  No¬ 
vember,  1  776,  48  weeks  at  2  dollars,  96  dollars  : 

To  docftor  William  Currie,  for  liis  bill  of  medicines  and 
provi dons  to  tick  foldiers  of  colonel  Scott's  and  colonel 
Lawfon’s  Virginia  regiments  :  67.37  dollars: 

That  there  (hould  be  advanced  to  major  John  Lamb,  for 
the  payment  of  the  men  of  his  artillery  company*  2000 
dollars;  he  to  be  accountable i 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  be  directed 
and  i  in  powered  to  eftabliih  expreffes  to  go  daily  to  and  from 
Ik  ad  quarters. 

Refolved ,  That  when  any  refotutions  are  paffed  which 
refpePl  the  United  States  or  any  of  them,  or  the  armies  of 
the  faid  dates,  they  be  fent  by  exprefs  if  the  regular  polk 
is  interrupted  or  not  ready,  provided  the  prefident  fhall 
judge  it  neceflary. 

A  petition  from  John  Noble  Taylor  was  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  w  ar. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  clay  referred  being  poftponed^ 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Sunday,  December  1,  17 76. 

Congrefs  on  a  fummons  met  this  day,  when  tWo  letter's 
of  the  30th  from  general  Wafliington  at  Bruufwick  were 
;  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order 
the  german  battalion  to  march  immediately  to  join  gene¬ 
ral  Wafhington,  and  that  the  faid  board  ufe  every  mea- 
f  are  in  their  power  to  expedite  their  march  with  all  pof* 
flble  difpatch  : 

Refolved ,  That  the  Council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be 
requeued  to  take  effectual  meafuPes  for  fupplying  guards 
for  the  public  (forts,  &c.  in  the  room  of  the  german  bat¬ 
talion  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  appoint  one  or 
more  tridfy  perfons  co  proceed  immediately  to  the  ealtern 
Ifates,  aud  fee  that  the  cloathiiig  aiid  Horcs  which  have 
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been  ordered  to  be  purchafed  for  the  army  Be  collected  and 
forwarded  to  the  army  with  all  jpoftible  difpatch  ;  and  that 
the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  have  power  to  purchafe  or  caufe 
to  be  purchafed  fuch  neeeflary  cloathing  as  can  be  procured 
ill  thofe  dates,  and  to  have  it  forwarded  to  the  army: 

That  general  Washington  be  informed  he  has  the  full 
approbation  of  Concrete  to  order  the  troops  on  the  eail 
„  lide  of  HudfoiTs  river  over  to  the  weft  llde  of  that  river 
whenever  he  flia.ll  think  it  conducive  to  the  public  fervice 
fo  to  do : 

That  general  Waftdxigton  be  dire<51edto  order  the  cloaths 
Which  have  been  or  (hall  be  fent  to  head  quarters,  or  to 
any  of  the  camps,  to  be  distributed  firft  among  fuch  of  the 
foldiers  as  ftand  mod  in  need  of  them  : 

That  Mr.  j.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  all  the  bats 
and  caps  he  can  procure  proper  for  foldiers,  and  to  employ 
as  great  a  number  of  taylors  as  poftible  in  making  up  cloaths 
for  foldiers ;  and  forward  thofe  articles  from  time  to  time 
as  faft  as  ready  to  general  Wafhington  : 

That  tlie  medical  committee  be  directed  to  take  fuch 
fteps  as  they  {hall  judge  proper  for  tlie  accommodation  of 
the  lick  of  the  army. 

Adjournedto  ig  o'clock  to-morroW* 

Monday,  December  2,  1 77 6„ 

Refolved,  That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonbl  L.  Cad- 
Hvallader,  for  the  life  of  the  men  belonging  to  his  batta* 
lion  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Doyle,  for  the 
hfe  of  his  independent  company  ;  lie  to  be  accountable  : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Jewell,  for 
Which  he  is  to  be  accountable: 

That  5333.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commidioners 
for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

A  letter  of  the  iff  from  general  Wafhington  was  read  ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
that  they  communicate  the  contents  to  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  Pennfylvahia,  and  take  fuch  meafures  in  confequence 
thereof  as  they  fhall  judge  proper. 

Captain  Montgomery  having  offered  his  fervice,  with 
that  of  his  crew,  as  an  artillery  company, 

Refo!ve:/y  That  they  be  taken  into  the  few  ice  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  for  two  months,  Unlefs  fooner  dUchargecl. 

Refolded,  That  he  the  faid  James  Montgomery  be  appoint¬ 
ed  captain,  that  Samuel  Carfan  be  appointed  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  John  Douglafs  lieutenant,  of  faid  company  * 

That  Mr.  j.  Meafe  be  direifted  to  advance  one  month’? 

,  Vul.  n.  vl  3  Pay 
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pay  to  captain  Montgomery’s  men  upon  their  inlifting,  and 
tilery  1  ^  ac*vance  inac^e  to  the  other  companies  of  ar* 

^l,aC  the  mar*ne  committee  be  impowered  to  advance  20 
clo.lars  to  each  feaman  who  will  enter  to  ferve  on  board' 

the  Randolph,  captain  Riddle,  the  fame  to  be  deduced  out. 
Ot  their  fiare  of  the  prize  money. 

.  Rej^ved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  purchafe 
immeiliately  ten  or  twelve  covered  waggons  for  the  artil- 

1  hat  the  board  of  war  give  orders  for  removing  by  wa- 
ter  10  clirmiana  bridge,  the  2000  barrels  of  beef  now  un- 
cier  the  care  of  commiflary  Wharton. 

R.pjhedy  That  the  council  ot  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  he 
1  eque  ec  to  fend  expreHes  immediately  to  the  counties  that 
have  been  dcfired  to  fend  forth  their  afiociators,  urging 
them  forthwith  to  march,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  hafty  ad¬ 
vances  of  the  enemy. 

RefolveJy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  Virginia  to  take  the  molt  effectual  meafures  for 
purchahng  and  collecting  for  continental  ufe,  all  the  cop¬ 
per  and  other  materials  fit  for  calling  brafs  field  artillery 
that  can  be  got  in  that  Hate,  and  that  Congrefs  will  defray 
the  coll  and  expence  of  the  fame. 

^  Rejclvedy  That  ioo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates 
of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  deputy  paymafler  general 
in  that  Hate. 


A  letter  of  the  rH  from  general  Wafhington  was  read* 
Mr.  Read,  a  delegate  from  Delaware  Hate,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates 
from  that  Hate,  which  were  read  as  follows  ; 

“  *n  Council,  November  8,  1776.  Whercad  George 
.  Read,  John  Dickinfon,  and  John  Evans,  efquires,  have 
been  chofen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houfes  of  Affembly  to 
reprefent  the  Delaware  Hate  in  the  Continental  Congrefs  : 
Refolved,  that  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  here¬ 
by  fully  authorifed  and  impowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
this  Hate,  to  concert,  agree  to  and  execute  every  meafure 
which  they  or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs,  fhall  judge  neceflary  for  the  defence,  fe- 
curity,  intereH  and  welfare  of  this  Hate  in  particular,  and 
of  America  in  general  ;  with  power  to  adjourn  to  fuch  times 
and  places  as  lhall  appear  molt  conducive  to  the  public 
fafety  and  advantage.  Sent  for  concurrence. 

u  In  AHembJy,  November  y,  1  776.  Read  and  concurred 
in,  John  M^Kinly,  Speaker. 

“  A  true  copy.  SlatorCla y,  clerk  of  the  council.” 

Kefolvedf 
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Refolded,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  Safe¬ 
ty  of  Pennsylvania  to  fend  immediately  one  of  their  gallies 
along  the  Jerfey  Shore  between  this  and  Trenton,  to  bring 
over  all  the  river  craft,  veffels  and  boats  from  the  jerfey 
to  the  pennlylvania  fide  of  Delaware,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  becoming  ferviceable  to  the  enemy  in  tlieir  attenipts 
to  crols  the  faid  river  : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  Pennsylvania,  to  order  the  battalions  of  this  city  im¬ 
mediately  to  march  and  join  general  Walhington  : 

That  the  faid  council  of  fafety  be  requeued  to  furniih 
the  waggon-mafter  general  with  one  thoufand  waggons 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army ;  and  as  in  the  prefent  emergency 
of  public  affairs,  fuch  a  fupply  of  waggons  is  abfolutely 
neceflary,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  council  of 
fafety  to  impreis  the  waggons,  if  they  cannot  be  other- 
%vife  fpeediiy  procured. 

Adjourned  to  6  o’clock. 

Eodem  Die,  P.  M, 

^  Refohedy  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  receive  from 
Mr.  Hyman  Levy  the  goods  in  his  hands  purchafed  for  the 
drate  of  New-York,  paying  him  the  ballance  due  for  the 
la  id  goods;  and  that  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fend  the 
faid  goods,  together  with  thofe  he  has  now  ready,  to  ge¬ 
neral  Washington,  takihg  efpeciai  care  that  they  be  fent  in 
fo  fafe  and  fecure  a  manner  as  to  avoid  any  danger  of  fall¬ 
ing  intq  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedL 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to, morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  3,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Washington  ;  one  of  the 
fame  date  from  adjutant  general  Reed,  and  one  from  L 
Meafe,  were  read.  J 

_  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  f. 

Meafe,  for  the  public  fervice;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel  An¬ 
ti  ,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  regiment;  he  to  he 

o  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Charles  Sym- 
ufe  of  the  12th  Virginia  battalion  ;  he  to  be 

,  a  delegate  from  the  Rate  of  New- Jerfey, 
produced  rhe  credentials  of  the  appointment 
iom  that  which  were  read  as  Allows  : 

“  At 


That  14,00 
mes,  for  the 
accountable. 

Mr.  Clarke 
attended  and 
gf  delegates  1 
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(<  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  council  and  affembly  of  the 
Rate  of  New-Jerfay,  held  at  Burlington,  on  the  30th  day 
V>f  November,  1776,  the  honourable  Nathaniel  Scudder in 
the  chair,  the  joint  meeting  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  e- 
lecftion  of  five  delegates  to  leprefent  this  (late  in  Cengrefs, 
to  ferve  for  one  year,  unlcfs  a  new  appointment  (hall  be 
made  before  the  expiration  of  that  time  ;  and  the  follow 
3ng  perfotis  were  duly  eletfted,  viz.  The  honourable 
Richard  Stockton,  Jonathan  Dickinfon  Serjeant,  efq  ; 
dodlorjolm  WitLerfpoon,  Abraham  Clark,  efq;  Jonathan 
Elmer,  efq  ; 

<•  Refolvcd,  That  any  one  or  more  of  the  faid  delegates, 
who  dial!  attend  in  Congrefs,  be  fully  impowered  to  re- 
p  relent  and  vote  in  behalf  of  this  (late.  That  the  faid  de¬ 
legates  or  fuch  of  them  as  have  not  already  taken  the 
oat  ns  of  abjuration  amt  allegiance  mentioned  in  the  a$b 
of  alterably  lately  palled,  intitled  “  an  a&  for  the  fecuri- 
ty  of  the  government  of  New-Jerfey,”  do  take  the  faid 
oaths  before  they  take  their  feats. 

•<  Signed  by  order  of  the  council  and  affembly  of  the 
Rate  of  New-Jerfey.  “  Charles  Pettit,  Secretary/* 

Rejolved ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  have  the 
prifoners  now  at  Briflol  removed  from  thence  back  into 
the  country. 

Refolved ,  That  Mrs.  Chamier  be  permitted  to  go  to  her 
liulband  at  New- York  ;  and  that  Mrs.  Lewis  at  1  Jufhing 
on  Long-Ifland  be  required  in  exchange. 

Refolvsd,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  impowered  and  directed 
to  fettle  with  and  pay  the  militia  of  the  maryland  flying* 

camp  :  . 

That  the  commiffary  of  provjfions  in  Philadelphia  fup* 

ply  with  rations,  in  lieu  of  mileage,  luch  of  the  maryland 

troops  as  chufe  to  go  home  : 

That  fuch  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers 
of  the  faid  troops  as  will  inlift  for  three  years  be  imme¬ 
diately  cloathed  ;  and  that  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  de¬ 
tain  as  many  of  the  cloaths  now  in  his  hands  as  will  be  ne- 
celfary  for  that  purpofe  : 

That  each  of  the  non-commiflioned  officers  and  foldiers 
of  the  maryland  militia  who  will  not  inlift  for  three  yea.s, 
but  will  engage  to  march  to  the  immediate  reinforcement 
of  general  Wafhington,  and  remain  under  his  command 
one  month,  be  fupplied  by  Mr.  Meafe  with  a  ffiiit,  a  pair 
of  (hoes,  and  a  pair  of  (lockings,  on  paying  for  the  fame  : 

That  fuch  of  the  militia  as  fhall  ei?ga£e  ^eive  to  the 
ioth  of  March  next,  unlefs  fooner  difeharged  by  Congrefs, 

fee  intitled  to  a  pair  of  ftioes  and  ftockings,  and  to  the 

fame 


rations  and  the  fame  monthly  pay  with  the  other- 
troops  on  the  continental  eftabliihment,  to  commence 
from  the  time  of  their  enrollment  ;  and  that  one  months 
pay  be  advanced  to  each  volunteer,  upon  b*s  inroilment. 

'  Refolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigneu  tor  giving  the  In¬ 
dians  in  town  an  audience;  and  thac  the  committee  on  in* 
dian  affairs  be  directed  to  prepare  a  proper  fpeech  to  be 
delivered  to  them. 

Refolved ,  That  the  officers  of  the  maryland  troops  here- 
quefted  immediately  to  parade  thofe  troops,  and  to  uf<? 
their  utmoft  influence  to  perfuade  tljeir  adoption  ot  the 

terms  propofed  by  Congrefs.  r 

Refolved ,  That  general  Wafhmgton  be  directed,  in  cafe 

he  lias  not  entered  intp  a  negotiation  with  general  Howe, 
forexchanging  governor  Franklin  for  general  Thomfon, 
to  fufpend  tfie  execution  of  that  matter  till  fartnei  oiaers. 

A  petition  from  William  Dod  was  read,  piaying  for 
leave  to  vifit  his  brother  who  is  confined  in  prifon  : 

Refolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  vifit  and 
converfe  with  his  brother  in  the  prefence  of  the  goaler. 

.Refolved,  That  Thurfday  next  be  alfigned  for  taking  in¬ 
to  confideration  the  (fate  of  the  treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  refer*  ed  being  pofl> 
poned/adjourned  to  io  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  4,  1 77^. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Wafhington  was  read  : 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafe? 
ty  of  Pennfylvania  to  detain  from  marching  with  the  mi¬ 
litia  the  printers  engaged  in  printing  certificates  for  the 
continental  loan  ~o  (Tices,  and  to  diretft  them  to  continue  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  bufinefs  in  which  they  are  employed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  had 
under  confideration  the  accounts  of  John  Hai  vie, 
Montgomery,  and  Jafper  Yates,  efquires,  commiilioners 
for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department;  that  the  faid 
commiffioners  have  produced  accounts  of  the  expenditure 
of  13464.7  dollars  for  the  charges  and  expences  of  the  late 
treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Pitifburg,  and  forrheir  al¬ 
lowance  for  their  time  and  expences  attending  the  faid 
treaty  :  that  in  this  account  are  included  the  expence  of 
goods  parchafed  by  Mr.  Morgan  for  private  prefents  ;  for 
expences  and  pay  to  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Long,  and  Mr.  Gir- 
ty  on  different  meffages  ;  for  kettles  rations  and  linen  fup- 
plied  the  continental  battalion  at  Kittanning;  for  expences 
of  Mr.  Morgan  coming  to  Philadelphia,  going  to  New- York 
with  two  indian  chiefs,  and  returning  with  them  to  Pitrf- 

'  v  "  '  burgs 
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treaty  -  'foi^f'ndr  °f ’"Ti”  tow,,s  t0  "ivite  them  to  a 
for  the’  fev  r55y  mS/ai<lt0  the  mil!tia  officers,  and 
time  extent  tl  P  ° '‘r.-  duC  from  the  department  to  this 
fa  lari  es  due  to  m)reltIed?  alid  “>e 

io  800.2  dollars  due  to  An, dry  p^rfonshef*1'  T"**  ^  ^ 
went,  whole  accounts  were  fettled  bv  a  ^  tde,r  *PP»™- 
grefs  for  indian  affairs.  The  k  ll  /"""'?'  °f  E™' 

gan,  efquire  j,  20?  y.  dollars  firftf  w  -P  ^  r‘ 
paid  him  by  Coimrefs  trff  «  '  h'  ft  deducting  400  dollars 

debited  :  }  g  efS  2I^  September  laft,  for  which  he  is 

ConataeVs117Aurx(fthe  f™  °f  3°°°  do,Iars  ^ed  of 

aKn  c  7  !  I,  Us,  ',and  5333-30  dollars  the  ad  initant 

two  AnJ  a  a‘S  f°-r  t  lC  ^rei§ht  of  a  Hill  to  Redftone,  and’ 

lhV7L  ZTtlng  C°  67'4*  dollars>  wbich  are  twice 
charge  a  in  the  accounts  : 

dolhlr?:  Ule  bal]ance  dae  ‘‘he  commiffioners  is  5057.82 

Ordere J,  That  the  faid  fum  be  paid 

I  he  fcveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  portioned 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow.  clllg  postponed, 

*  A,  Thursday,  December  r,  1776 

Smlo,”  I1"  ,"»Unnd'.1roopSb'f  ^ ‘IJ?  “it 

.  duce  pay-rolls,  Aich  a  fum  fs  they  think  will 

be  equal  to  the  arrears  due  to  their  refpetftive  companies 

froia  £he  ref^  ca»  **  ™' 

Rom7ndfd  J-T  t'vo,momhs  ray  be  advanced  to  Monfieur 
Romarnl  de  Lifle,  and  to  Monfieur  Kofciufzko. 

c  1  1  hidians  being  introduced,  delivered  a  fpeech  :  and 
Saturday  next  was  appointed  to  return  them  an  anfvver. 

fVf  ’  Hlat  Jt  he  earnellly  recommended  to  the  coun- 
cn  of  fafety  of  1  ennfyl vania  toprocure  the  ufeofthe  penn- 
fylvania  hofpual  for  the  purpofe  of  accommodating  the 
nek  belonging  to  the  continental  army. 

Rcjorjtd,  That  the  medical  conjmittee  be  impowerer]  to 
procure  fuitable  perfons  to  take  cure  of  the  fick,  and  to  re- 

3'T  iV  i  }C\n  l°  ',UC‘l  convcrj^ent  places  in  the  country  as  they 
jiia.ll  think  proper.  J 

p!nV  ;,,!,Hll>Uantsof  New-Jerfey  being  fent  under  guard 
to  1  hiladelphia,  charged  with  the  crime  of  inlifting  men 

(or  general  Howe,  and  fome  of  inlifting  thcmfel ves  hi  the 
iervicc  of  the  enemy;  • 

Rejolved^ 
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Refolded,  That  they  be  fent  under  guard  to  Frederick  in 
Maryland,  there  to  be  fafelv  confined,,  and  that  until  they 
can  be  ferit  away,  they  be  kept  confined  in  the  Hate  prifon 
in  Philadelphia. 

Refolded,  That  captain  Ottendorf  be  directed  tdraifeafi 
independent  corps,  con  filling  of  150  men,  *  ierjeams  and 
corporals  included  : 

7  hat  the  fame  be  divided  into  three  companies  ;  the  firfl 
company  to  confilt  of  60  men,  light  infantry,  commanded 
by  one  captain  and  two  lieutenants;  the  other  two  com¬ 
panies  of  hunters,  of  45  men  each,  to  be  Commanded  eacii 
by  a  captain  and  two  lieutenants  : 

That  captain  Ottendorf  have  the  rank  of  major,  be  eap- 
tamof  the  light  infantry  company,  and  command  the  whole* 

That  an  adjutant  be  appointed  for  this  corps,  who  is  to 
a<ft  as  quarte rin alter  and  paymafter,  with  the  lank  of  lieu* 
nant,  and  pay  of  other  adjutants. 

Ordered ,  That  the  board  of  war  write  to  the  peneral 

and  defire  him  to  fend  Ifaae  Correa  of  the  artillery,  to 
Philadelphia. 

Refolded,  That  150  dollars  be' advanced  to  Cunning-  Bed* 
ford,  mufler  mailer  general,  he  to  be  accountable.  ^ 

Refitved >  That  the  time  for  drawing  the  lottery  be  al¬ 
tered  to  the  10th  of  April. 

Rejohed ,  1  hat  Congrefs  Will  to-morrow,  previous  to  any 
other  bufinefs,  refoive  itfelf  into  a  committee  cf  the  whole 
to  take  into  confidefation  the  (late  of  the  tied  fury  the 
ways  and  means  of  railing  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year, 
and  fupportmg  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

Fne  fever  al  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poll  polled 
adjourned  to  io  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  Idee  ember  67  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  Jth  from  general  Washington,  and  one 
of  the  J7ih  of  November  from  General  Gates  at  Albany 
Vk-ith  a  paper  mclofed,  fent  from  the  commanding  officer 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  refolved  ir- 

T°a  COmTnee  of  the  Me>  to  take  into  confident- 
uon  ue  late  of  tne  treafurv,  the  ways  alid  means  of  raif- 

dif nf!,T  ‘eS  f°r  thC  7lfu,ngJ'ear,  and  fuj, porting  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  continental  currency;  and  after  feme  time  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ndibn  reported  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  to 
"  refetred,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions 'hfre- 

B  ovff  r,i°eVlaVi,,f  perfeaed  Che  defiled  him  to 

move  joi  leave  to  fiia^ain. 
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Refahtd,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  in¬ 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  coniidei  ation  the 
flate  of  the  treafnry,  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  fup- 
plies  for  the  enfuingyear,  and  fupporting  the  ciedit  of  the 
continental  currency. 

Refolved ,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jr 
Menfe,  for  the  public  fervice,  lie  to  be  accountable. 

Upon  reprefen tntion  made  by  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes 
that  Melchor  Salady,  a  private  loldier  in  captain  Farmer’s 
company  of  colonel  Miles’s  battalion,  would  be  very  fer- 
Viceable  to  them  in  executing  their  contract  for  making 
Cannon  for  Congreft  : 

Refolved,  That  Melchoi*  Salady  be  difeharged  by  the  pro¬ 
per  ofricer  from  the  company,  provided  he  enter  into  the 
fervice  of  the  fa  Id  Hughes. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  1  o  o’clock  to-morrow. 

N_ 

S  A  t  U  R  D  A  Yy  December y  7,  1776, 

A  letteh  of  the  6th  fr6uri  general  Walhington  at  Trenton, 
and  one  of  the  2  id  to  25th  November  from  general  Schuy¬ 
ler  at  Saratoga,  with  futidry  papers  inch  Ted,  v/ere  read? 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  im powered  and  di¬ 
rected  to  exchange  fuch  of  the  Canadians  as  they  fhall  think 
proper^ 

Ordered ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  four  New- Eng¬ 
land  governments,  and  requefE  them  th  ulb  their  utroofb 
influence  in  railing  their  refpe<tive  quotas  of  troops,  and 
to  haften  their  march  with  all  poliible  diligence  to  the* 
places  appointed  for  their  rendezvous  by  general  Schuyler. 

Refolvedy  That  too,ogo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  fafety  of  Fennfylvania,  to  be  applied  towards  fur^ 
jufhiiig  the  feveral  officers  with  bounty  mon£y  for  inlifting 
/nen  on  the  new  cfhiblilhnient ;  the  faid  council  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

Revived,  That  captain  Biddle  be  impowered  to  ihlifl 
into  the  contiuenlal  fervice,  fuch  of  the  Tailors  in  prifon 
as  he  fhall  think  proper. 

The  committee  of  treafnry  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
end  to  be  paid  to  the  oi der  of  Allen  M‘Donald,  fenior, 
Allen  Donald,  junior,  Alexander  McDonald,  Rermel 
ftp  Donald,  and  Archibald  McDonald,  hoftages  lent  by  ge¬ 
neral  Schuyler  to  Reading,  for  the  allowance  due  to  them- 
{elves  and  their  three  fervants,  from  the  ?.S  fh  of  Septem¬ 
ber  to  the  toth  of  December  incluiivc,  t  43  dollars  : 

That  there  Ihould  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Smith,  for 

fuppiies 
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Supplies  ta  tjhe  troops  of  the  5tli  and  6th  Virginia  regi¬ 
ments,  left  lick  at  Wilmington,  the  fu'm  of  677.^5  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  lieutenant  colonel  Jacob  Bo  er,  for 
furnilhing  his  battalion  of  militia  with  7^9 5  rations  of 
provisions,  on  their  march  from  Berks  county  to  the  camp 
in  New-Jerfey,  739.45  dollars  ; 

To  Thomas  Edwards,  for  victualling  the  fecond  battali¬ 
on  of  militia  of  Lancader  county,  commanded  by  colonel 
Curtis  Grubb,  on  their  march  to  Bergen  iii  New-Jerfey, 
and  for  the  hire  ot  two  baggage  waggons*  1 3  1 9 .15 1  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  Philip  Marfiitelier. 

Orde  ed ,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Rejolvcd ,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  for  procu  ing  cannon  for  the  public  fervice,  the  faid 
committee  to  account  for  the  expenditure. 

Refolved ,  That  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effetdua!  dis¬ 
charge  of  bufinefs,  the  following  rules  he  invariably  ob¬ 
served  ;  * 

That  Congrefs  be  opened  every  morning  at  10  o’clock, 
Sundays  excepted  “ 

That  Mr.  hrelident  take  the  chair  precifely  at  that  time. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Indians  were  in¬ 
troduced,  and  the  following  fpeech  was  delivered  to  them  ; 

Bro  hers  of  the  lix  nations,  Delawares  and  Shawanefe. 
We  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  are  extremely  pleafed  to  fee  you.  We  take  you  by 
the  baud,  and  bid  you  welcome  to  our  great  council  dre. 

Brothers.  You  fay  that  God  Almighty  has  been  pleafed 
to  bring  us  together.  You  fay  well.  He  fuperintends 
and  governs  men  and  their  actions.  He  now  fees  us.  He 
judges  of  the  fmcerity  of  our  hearts,  and  will  punlfh  thole 

who  deceive 

'  '  '  ' 

Brothers,  Sachems  and  Warriors.  You  have  heard  what 
our  connnihioners  have  faid  to  you  at  Pittfburg,  by  our 
directions.  You  have  lidened  to  their  arguments,  and 
your  own  reafon  will  fugged,  that  the  condudl  they  have 
recommended  to  you  mud  be  productive  of  your  happH 
nefs  and  welfare.  We  think  that  you  mud  be  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  yourfafety,  as  nations,  depends  on  preferving 
peace  and  friendlhip  with  the  white  people  of  this  illand. 

We  are  forry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  great  men, 
and  are  well  pleafed  that  our  commidioners  have  wiped 
the  tears  from  your  eyes,  and  covered  the  graves  of  our 
departed  friends. 

Oar  hearts  are  good  towards  all  the  Indians  in  the  woods 
who  have  friendly  difpoiitiori  toward  us. 

We  love  peace,  arid  wifh  that  the  chain  of  friendlhip  be- 
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tween  us  and  you  may  contraift  no  ruft.  On  our  part  vs 
will  do  every  tiling  to  keep  it  bright  and  ftrong. 

km  mould  we  be  attacked  by  any  tribe  of  Indians  in  tire 
woods,  we  hope  to  convince  them  that  we  can  repel  their 
attempts  with  eafe.  friendlhip  however  with  you  is  what 
we  eainefily  d e fie ,  our  commiflioners  have  told  you  fb# 
anti  they  have  not  deceived  you. 

We  now  infotm  you,  that  we  wifli  to  fit  down  with  you 
undei  the  lame  tree  of  peace;  to  water  its  roots  and  dhe- 
rifh  its  growth,  fo  that  it  may  fhelt6r  us  and  you,  and  our 
ana  your  children. 

Ki  others.  We  have  prepared  fiome  presents  for  yon* 
which  our  commilfioners  will  deliver  before  your  depar- 
Cure. 

The  Indians,  having  returned  thanks  for  the  fpeech  de¬ 
livered,  informed  Congrefs  that  they  had  fomethingto  fay 
on  Monday  next,  and  withdrew. 

Rejoived,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be 
defii  cd  to  fufpend  the  farther  execution  of  the  requeli 
made  to  them  the  2d  inftant  to  procure  one  thoufand  wag¬ 
gons  : 

d  nat  the  waggons  procured  in  confequence  of  the  faid 
requeit  be  fent  to  the  quartcrmafler  general. 

Rcjohedy  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  return  to  Mr. 
Levy  the  goods  he  had  from  him,  and  receive  back  the  mo¬ 
ney  advanced  011  that  account,  the  faid  goods  being  fent 
for  by  the  Hate  of  New-York,  on  whole  account  and  by 
whofe  order  they  w  ere  purchafed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  brigadier  general  Thompfon,  for  his  pay  for  the 
months  of  October  and  November,  250  dollars: 

To  lieutenant  Rofs  Currie,  of  the  fecond  battalion  of 
pennfylvania  regular  forces,  for  the  ballance  of  his  pay 
from  March  to  November  inclufive,  90  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  M'Kinzie,  furgeon  to  the  fecond  battalion  of 
pennfylvania  regular  forces,  for  four  months  pay  at  33 
dollars  a  month,  132  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  acconnts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponedp 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday. 


Monday,  December  9,  t  776. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Wafhingtcn  ;  one  of  the 
2  2<1  Nr  vember  from  general  Ward,  inclofing  one  of  the 
9th  ol  the  fame  month  from  general  Gates;  one  of  the  18th 
of  the  fame  month  from  G.  Morgan  at  Fittlburg,  and  a  pe¬ 
tition  and  remonltrancc  from  the  captains  and  fabalteriis 

of 
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of  colonel  Mack  ay’s  battalion  5  a  letter  of  the  17th  Novem¬ 
ber  from  lieutenant  colonel  Wilfon  of  the  faid  battalion; 
and  a  letter  of  the  22 d  November  from  John  Ave  y  at  Bof- 
ton ;  were  read ; 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  2;th  November  from  colonel  M.  Ha- 
zen  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  nor¬ 
thern  army. 

Refoived,  That  another  member  be  added  to  the  faid 
committee: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R  H  Lee. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  117. it  dollars  be  paid  to  co¬ 
lonel  HaufTeger,  in  full  of  his  account  for  boards,  &c« 
bought  for  the  public  fervice,  and  for  his  expen ces. 

Refolvedy  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ot  ten- 
dor  f,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  companies;  he  to 
be  accountable.  *  ■* 

Refolvedy  That  Houelman  Arnold  be  appointed  a  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  company  commanded  by  major  Otten  lorf : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New- 
Jerfey  for  the  public  fervice  ;  they  to  be  accountable  : 

Thar  5  ;,02o  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  for  the 
public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohsd ,  That  Mr.  Rifberg,  the  afiidant  quartermaffer 
in  Philadelphia,  be  directed  to  fend  by  water  to  chriHiana 
bridge  the  military  lfores  fent  frorq  the  army,  and  that 
they  be  fafely  lodged  there  till  farther  orders. 

Refolvedy  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Carpen¬ 
ter  Wharton  for  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penniylvania  be 
requeued  to  give  the  continental  officers  and  all  others  em¬ 
ployed  in  removing  the  public  (lores  from  Philadelphia, 
wiierher  by  land  or  water,  all  the  affiHance  in  their  power. 

Rejoived,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre» 
pare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America,  and  a  re¬ 
commendation  to  the  feveral  Hates  toappoin.  a  day  of  fall¬ 
ing,  humiliation  and  prayer  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  R.  II. 
Lee,  and  Mr.  .Adams. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  iinpowered  and  dir/efled 
to  t'ettle  and  pay  the  arrears  due  to  colonel  Hay’s  batta¬ 
lion  of  the  flying  camp. 

Refolvedy  That  Thomas  e  Naif  be  appointed  a  lieute¬ 
nant  of  artillery  under  Monf.  Romand  de'  L i fie. 

Rej olvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  in- 
ymrc  mro  the  Hate  of  the  prifoners  fent  from  Ne\v- Jerfey. 

rile  members  chofen,  Mr,  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Clarke, 
in  1  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 


Whereas 
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*  ■’  .**,  *•  . 

Whereas  in  confluence  of  many  complaints  that  ensroC- 
fers  hart  diftreffed  the  public  by  railing  fait  to  an  exorbi- 
taut  pi  ice,  the  council  of  lalety  of  ftehnfylvania,  with  the 
approbation  ofCongiefs,  took  the  management  of  the  affair 
into  their  hands,  and  have  endeavoured  by  as  juft  and  equal 
a  diftribution  as  poffible  of  the  fait  imported  from  time  to 
time  to  fupply  the  difterent  parts  ot  the  country  ;  yet  it  is 
found  upon  trial,  cither  from  the  artful  conduct  of  inter- 
cited  per fons  not  difcovered,  or  from  the  impoffibility  of 
the  thing  itfelf,  .that  the  remedy  has  been  ineffectual,  and 
on  the  contrary,  fait  continues  fcarcer  and  dearer  in  this 
port  than  when  no  regulations  have  been  tried  :  therefore 

Refntvcd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  i’ennfylvania  to  rake  off  all  reftraint  upon  the  faie  of 
fait  ;  and  give  public  notice  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any 
perfon  lo  import  and  fell  it,  ifi  fitch  manner  and  at  fucli 
price  as  (hall  fait  voluntary  purthafers. 

A e/o/ved,  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Govctt* 
nib  ft  ant  to  the  auditor  general  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

K  c/  ohed ,  That  in  cgfe  this  Congrefs  fha.ll  be  under  the  ne*- 
c.cftity  of  removing  from  Philadelphia,  it  fhall  be  adjourn. 

Whereas  general  Waflxington  hath  repeatedly  applied^ 
and  hath  yefterday  renewed  his  application,  for  an  imme* 
diate  t ein lorcemcnc  for  the  defence  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  (fate  of  Pennfylvania  ; 

Ref  bed ,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfvlvaftia  be 
r^quefted  this  day  to  fend  exprefles,  that  can  be  relied  on, 
ro  the  feveral  counties,  earneflly  reqneiling  that  they 
march  what  troops  they  can  collect,  ai  med  and  provided 

the  bell  manner  poflible,  to  the  army  under  the  com-1 
rnand  of  general  Wafhington. 

Refolded ,  That  Mr.  j.  Meafe  be  directed  to  furnifh  c ap- 
tnin  Hehderfon’s  company,  of  rhe  nth  pennfylvania  bat¬ 
talion,  with  blankets  and  flocking#. 

Refo/ved,  That  exprefles  be  immediately  fent  to  the  com- 
mitiees  of  the  counties  of  Capcil,  Baltimore,  Hartford  and 
Frederick  in  Maryland,  'requeff ing  that  they  apply  with¬ 
out  delay  to  the  militia  of  their  refpeflive  counties,  and 
fend  forward  immediately  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  reinforcement  of  general  Walking- 
ton’s  army,  as  many  troops  as  poifible,  informing  the  faid 
committees  that  foine  abidance  in  the  way  of  arms  maybe 
fnrnilhed  here,  ro  fuch  as  have  no  arms  to  bring  with 
them :  >  ’  {  •'  Aw  .  u  . 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  rhe  council  of  fafety  of  De« 

2  aware,  requeuing  them  ro  fend  forward  immediately  for 

*  •  the 


the  purpofe  aforefaid,  as  many  troops  as  poffible,  giving 
them  the  like  information  with  lefpedl  to  arms. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take 
care  of  the  arms  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  have 
them  properly  fecured.  ' 

R cfolved,  That  William  Chambers  be  appointed  captain, 
Alexander  Wilfon,  firft  lieutenant,  find  Adain  Hoops,  fe~ 
corn!  lieutenant  in  the  3d  battalion  of  the  regiment  com¬ 
manded  by  colonel  M.  Hazen. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed^ 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

rrw  «  «  ^  j 

Tuesday,  December  70,  1^76* 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Lee  at  Morris  town, 
one  of  the  9th  from  general  W  afhington,  with  a  letter  of 
the  6th  from  general  Heath,  were  read. 

R efoved,  That  the  p  ifonerg  lent  fromtbeftate  of  New- 
Jevfey  by  general  Washington,  and  ordered  to  Frederic- 
tdwn  in  Maryland,  be  conveyed  there  by  captain  Mount- 
joy  Baily,  with  a  guard  of  18  foldiers  : 

That  the  laid  guard  be  furnifhed  with  arms,  cartridges, 
knapiacks  and  blankets  :  »  1  - 

*  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  the 
middle  diftridl  of  Frederic  county,  to  defray  the  charges 
of  conveying  the  prifoners  there,  and  the  expence  of  fur- 
hiffiing  rations  to  the  prifoners  and  the  guard,  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable. 

RefolvecTy  That  genera]  Mifflin  be  directed  to  repair  iir- 
media  ely  to  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power  roufe  and  bring  them  in,  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Philadelphia. 

As  the  Congrefs  deem  it  of  great  importance  to  the  ge¬ 
nera!  good  and  fafety,  that  general  Mjfflm  ffiould  make  a 
progrefs  through  the  feveral  counties  of  the  Rate  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  to  roufe  the  freemen  thereof  to  the  immediate 
defence  of  this  city  and  country; 

Refo/ved ,  That  the  affembly  be  requeued  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  their  body  to  make  the  faid  tour  >yith  gene- 
ral  Mifflin,  in  order  to  affiil  him  in  this  pood  and  neceffarf 
work.  *• 

Refolved,  That  the  prefid ent  return  to  Congrefs  the  25000 
dollars  received  for  the  life  of  the  marine  committee. 

Refolvedy  That  majorgeneral  Putnam  be  directed  to  have 
the  feveral  recruits  and  other  continental  troops  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  immediately  paraded,  and  that  he  proceed  with- 
6m  delay  to  make  the  proper  defences  for  the  protection 
4ik1  fecurity  of  this  city ^  1 

”;V  -  ‘■*1‘  That 
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Hun  the  council  of  fafetv  of  t  •  i 

to  give  majpr  general  Pat  fam 

power  for  the  execurinn nf  rl  l  C  affii}ance  »V  their 
calling  forth  the  inhabitants^™?’ "h  neceHar^  bufi,lcf:S  by 
their  judgment  proper.  ’  J  °ther  “  * 

of  Borgia ,TfWCthe°uft0ofarthat  ftart"' wh“l  ^ 

countable.  ,tate>  w«ich  is  to  be  ac- 

fonS'liruSas  mJflina  °"T  ^  FU  “  R”bm  P»«°", 

4.1.  ■  f  o«c"be“  S"r ’ fro,n  ,he  ,IIh  °f  M-y »  n* 

r  - 

S  the  f^d  b?  -  i.eedt 

difpcrfed.’  fUld  commutee  have  ^  publi flied  and 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  flmnM 
l,e  adva»«d  to  Mrs,  Stevenfon,  the  fum  o  oo  Ll! 
account  of  her  hufband  James  Stevenfon,  one  of  the  com' 
imffioners  of  accounts ,  he  to  he  accountable  : 

nat  t  lere  is  due  to  John  Montgomery  and  fafper  Yates 
comm, ffi oners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  ndddle  department 
l/’of  rh  r  .ac<j?unt  °/ tlebtsdne  to  fundry  perfons  on  the  vi' 
dollars:’  laa  chlets  flom  Pittfburg  to  Congrefs,  1178.24 

To  the  reverend  Mr.  Fowler,  Indian  miffionary,  beimr 
o!a  lance  due  to  him  for  his  fer  vices  at  the  treaty  with 
the  Indians  at  P.ttfburg,  76  dollars  :  "  X 

to  John  Gibfon,  efquire,  for  eight  months  hoiife-renf 
fc  the :  treafury  office,  as  auditor  general  to  the  nth  inllant 

Ztir ,h' ur' rf 4  fa-  .(»  rXftP'; 

hr’l  f it rVl  '  C  Vi  ^'ornet  captain  Frazier,  and  major  Camp- 

f  o. n  2  h  Se  T:mCe  f°\  tl,einfe!vCS  three  fervants  . 
2  f  h  September  to  2d  December,  00  dollars-  the 

lame  r„  |,e  paid  to  colonel  Donald  Campbell:  "v‘  ~  ’  ' 

(>r,  acc/^  1  hat  tiie  Paid  accounts  he  pawl. 

•  -Jobe  1  hat  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafliina- 
nm  and  deflre  him  to  fend  a  party  toVutch  the  roafs 
lc  ad  trig  Iron,  New-Jei  fey  to  Philadelphia  above-  TrenBon, 
an<P've  (:»>g'cfs  the  earlielt  notice  of  the  enemy’s  morions 
C  ?:fT?’  ■  f’r  2000  doiIa,s  be  advanced  to  lieutenant 
command  "n  ’  f°!' t!i<j  Purl,ofc  ot  recruiting  the  battalion 

T/a?  /  S  °’  M'  HaZen  ;  ile  to  be  ^countable. 

,r  1  l,arr  .two  ot  file  continental  battalions  now 

rat  mg  in  Connecticut  he  Rationed  for  the  defence  of  the 
laid  dale,  luiucti  parts  thereof  as  governor  Trumbull  fha>l 

judge 


judge  mod:  conducive  to  that  purpofe,  till  Congrefis  (hall 
Order  otherwife. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  treafurer,  upon  the  order  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Connecticut,  pay  out  of  the  fir  ft  monies  which 
ffiall  be  received  into  the  loan-office  in  that  Hare,  40*000 
dollars  ;  the  laid  ftate  to  be  accountable  for  the  expend i* 
lure  thereof. 

Rejolved,  That  Antoine  Seelim  be  appointed  a  captain 
of  a  rifle  company  in  the  corps  commanded  by  major  Go 
tendorf. 

The  fever al  masters  to  this  day  referred  being  pcflponed^ 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wbdnespa  y,  December  11,1776. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refoiution  for  ap¬ 
pointing  a  day  of  fatting  and  humiliation,  brought  in  a  ie- 
port,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  ;  — 

Whereas  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged 
tvith  Great- Britain,  has  hot  only  been  prolonged,  but  is 
likely  to  be  carried  to  the  greatett  extremity  ;  and  whereas 
it  becomes  all  public  bodies,  as  well  as  private  perfons,  to 
reverence  the  providence  of  God,  and  look  up  to  him  as 
thfe  fupreme  difpofer  of  all  events,  and  the  arbiter  of  the 
fate  of  nations ;  therefore 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  States 
as  fodn  as  poffible  to  appoint  a  day  of  foleinn  failing  and 
humiliation  ;  to  implore  of  Almighty  God  the  foregivenefs 
of  the  many  fins  prevailing  among  all  ranks,  and  to  heg% 
the  countenance  and  affiflance  of  his  providence  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  prefent  juft  and  necefl’ary  war. 

The  Congrefs  do  aUb  in  the  mod:  earn  eft  manner  recom¬ 
mend  to  all  the  members  of  the  United  States,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  officers  civil  and  military  under  them,  the  ex- 
ereife  of  repentance  and  reformation  ;  and  further,  require 
of  them  the  ftridl  oblervation  of  the  articles  of  war,  and 
particularly  rliat  part  of  the  faid  articles  which  forbids  pn?^ 
fane  fwearing  atld  all  immorality,  of  which  ali  fuch  offi¬ 
cers  are  dellred  to  take  notice. 

It  is  left  to  each  ftate  to  iilue  out  proclamations  fixing 
the  day  that  appears  rnoft  proper  within  its  bounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  publiflied  by  the  committee 
Who  brought  in  the  report. 

A  lerter  of  the  loth  from  general  Washington  at  the  falls 
of  Delaware,  was  read. 


i  he  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  prifoners  fent 
from  New-Jerfey  reported,  that  they  have  performed  that 
lervice,  and  find  forne  con  fid  era  ble  dittincbion  becw  cen 
them  ;  whereupon  •  RefoJved, 
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R ejolved,  rhat  the  faid  committee  be  impowered  to  dif- 
charge  fi  oin  jail  fuch  of  the  faid  prifonei  s  as  do  rjot  appear 
to  have  been  engaged  in  meafures  again  ft  the  United  Sates 
ot  America;  the  faid  ptifoners  hril  %nin|  a  declaration, 
that  they  will  not  hereafter  engage  in  fuch  meafures,  nor 
£!veJ*ie  r,,iendes  of  America  aid,  information,  council, 
or  a  ml  t  ante  in  any  way  or  manner  whatfoever  ;  and  that 
:fuch  as  the  find  committee  judge  proper  give  fecurity  not 
to  depart  the  city  of  Philadelphia  without  leave  of  Congrefs. 
.  ReJ°ived,  Thai  general  Putnam  be  directed  to  ordei' par¬ 
ties  of  active,  fpirited  men,  with  proper  guides,  to  crofs 
front  Philadelphia  to  New-Jerfey;  and  under  the  conduct 
of  good  officers,  to  as  harraffing  parties,  and  get  the 
beff  intelligence  of  the  motions  and  fituation  of  the  enemy, 
directing  them  to  fend  frequent  daily  intelligence  through 
lAm  to  Congrefeof  the  difeoveries  they  fhallbe  able  .to  make 
of  the  enemy’s  movements  and  fituation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofi« 
poned,  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  T2,  1776. 

-A  letter  of  the  nth  from  general  Wafhington  was  read; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved ,  That  20, coo  dollars  be  advanced  to  Guffavus 
Kifberg,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  R.  ballam,  efquires 

That  50  000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania  for  the  public  fervice;  the  faid  council  to 
be  accountable  : 

4  ^  * 

That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  doctor  Nicholas  Way* 
ofWilmington,  for  the  public  fervice ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  the  two  companies  raifed  in  the  town  of 
Weft  in  oriel  and  be  ordered  to  join  general  Walhiimon  with 
all  poftible  expedition. 

Refolved,  That  the  continental  apothecary  be  diretfted 
immediately  to  pack  up  all  the  continental  medicines,  and 
fend  them  to  the  quartennafter  general: 

That  the  quartennafter  general  be  directed  to  remove 
all  the  medicines  belonging  to  tlie  continent  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  rt>  a  place  of  fecurity: 

That  the  frigate  Randolph  be  put  under  the  direction 
ei  tile  continental  general  commanding  in  Philadelphia, 
to  a<fl  as  he  (hall  direct  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  and 
preventing  the  enemy  from  pafiing  the  Delaware. 

Refolved,  That  £3. 30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Sproat, 
clei  k  at  the  war-office,  for  his  fervice;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Walton,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  attended  and  pro¬ 
duced  a  letter  front  the  fecretary  of  Lite  convention  of 

that 


/ 
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tiiat  ftate,  informing  him  of  his  appointment,  with  others, 
to  reprefent  that  Rate  for  the  enfuing  year: 

Refolved ,  That  he  be  admitted  to  a  tear. 

Refolved,  That  EHffia  Sheldon  be  appointed  lieutenant 
Colonel  commandant  of  a  regiment  of  cavalrj  on  the  con¬ 
tinental  eRabliffiment,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel 
of  foot;  and  that  general  Wafhington  be  authorifed  to  ap¬ 
point  the  other  officers  to  the  faid  regiment;  and  that  the 
colonel  with  his  officers  proceed  without  delay  to  raife  and 
discipline  the  Grid  regiment;  and  that  they  repair  to  and 
join  the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Waffiington 
by  companies,  as  foon  as  each  company  /hall  be  compleat : 

That  general  Waffiington  be  impowered  to  advance  to 
colonel  Sheldon  fuch  funis  of  money  as  may  be  neceflary 
for  the  fervice.  J 

Refolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  em¬ 
ploy  one  or  more  faft-failing  veffiels  to  proceed  immediately 
on  a  ciuize  off  the  capes  of  Delaware,  and  give  notice  to 
all  ffiips  and  veffiels  inward  bound  of  the  ftate  of  this  port, 

m  order  that  they  may  proceed  to  fome  other  place  or  pla¬ 
ces  of  more  fafety. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Putnam  be  directed  to  fend  doc¬ 
tor  John  Conolly  under  guard  to  Baltimore  in  Maryland, 
there  to  be  confined. 

ReS°Jvfd,  That  the  continental  general  commanding 'm 
1  hiladelphia  be  directed  to  defend  the  fame  to  the  utmoR 
extremity  againffi  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  get  poffeffiion 
of  it  ;  and  that  for  this  end  he  apply  from  time  to  time 

to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennsylvania  for  their  aid  and 
alliltance. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  impowered  to  borrow 
a  fum  not  exceeding  10,000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  marine 
committee  ;  and  Congrefs  will  indemnify  him. 

Refolved,  That  Timothy  Dod  be  releafed  from  confinement. 
Refolved,  That  the  arms,  ammunition  and  cloathinp;  in 
or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia  be  put  under  the  direction 
of  general  Putnam  ;  and  that  Mr.  James  Meafe,  Mr.  Rn 
Towers,  and  all  other  perfons  having  continental  Rores  in 
care,  make  immediate  return  of  the  fame  to  general  Put¬ 
nam  of  the  quantities  and  kinds  of  each,  and  where  the 

ekW  7  Prar  '  tha  rthe  general  ma^  take  ordcr  therein, 
either  for  fafety  or  ufe,  as  he  ffialJ  judge  proper. 

That  general  Putnam  be  authorifed  to  employ 
all  the  private  armed  vefiels  in  this  harbour  for  the  defence  - 
and  fecumy  of  the  city,  and  that  he  take  tjhV mol  S 

conllition1 rdmdng  them  and  PuttiPg  them  in  fit 
ondition  *or  the  above  purpofe. 
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Majorgeneral  Putnam  and  brigadier  general  Mifflin  being* 
called  to  a  conference,  and  having  by  (frong  arguments 
urged  the  neceiiity  of  the  Congrefs  retiring. 

It  was  thereupon  Ordered,  1  hat  Mr.  Wilfbn  inform  the 
aliembly  and  council  of  Pennfyl vania  of  the  propofed  ad¬ 
journment  of  Congrefs,  and  the  place  to  which  they  have 
refolveci  to  adjourn  ;  and  acquaint  them  that  Congrefs  will 
at  all  times,  on  their  application,  be  ready  to  comply  with 
their  requifitions  for  the  fecurity  of  this  city  and  ifate 
againfl  the  common  enemy. 

Whereas  the  movements  of  the  enemy  have  now  render¬ 
ed  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  the  feat  of  war,  which 
will  prevent  that  quiet  and  uninterrupted  attention  to  the 
public  bufinefs  which  fhould  ever  prevaibin  the  great  con- 
tinental  council; 

Rejo'ived ,  That  this  Congrefs  be  for  the  prefent  adjourned 
to  tire  town  of  Baltimore  in  the  flate  of  Maryland,  to  meet 
on  the  zoth  inllant,  unlefs  a  fufficient  number  to  make  a 
Congrefs  {hall  be  there  fooner  aflembled  ;  and  that  until 
the  Congrefs  fhall  otherwife  order,  general  Wafhington  be 
polfefled  of  full  power  to  order  and  direcft  all  things  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  department  and  to  the  operations  of  war:  and 
that  the  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  be  poffponed 
to  the  day  to  which  Congrefs  is  adjourned* 

BALTIMORE., 

Friday,  Decetnber  20,  1776. 

Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  produced  the  credentials  of 
their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows:  » 

u  In  Convention,  Savannah,  October  9,  1776.  The 
convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  Hate  in  the  Continental  Congrefs  for  the  yearenfuing; 
when  on  doling  the  poll  it  appeared  that  John  Houflon, 
Lyman  Hall,  Button  Gwinnet,  George  Walton,  and  Na¬ 
than  Brownfon,  cfquires,  were  duly  eleefted  and  declared 
fo  accordingly.  A  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

“  Edward  Langworthy,  fecretary.” 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  viz. 

Three  from  geneial  Wafhington,  of  the  12th,  13th, 
and  1  5 tli  :  v 

One  of  the  13th  from  general  Sullivan  : 

Four  from  R.  Morris  at  Philadelphia,  of  the  13th,  14th, 
l6th  and  i 7th  : 

One  of  the  8th  from  general  Wo-oder: 

Ordered ,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  : 

The  members  cliofen,  Mr.  R.  II.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Harrifon,  i.nd  Mr.  S.  Adams.  liejl/ved, 
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Refohed That  Benjamin  Griffith  be  appointed  to  fa p ply 
the  prifoners  from  North-Carolina  with  provifions,  cloath- 
ing,  blankets  and  fuel  fufficient  to  protect  them  from  tjhe 
inclemency  of  the  weather;  and  that  the  apartments  in 
which  they  are  confined  be  glazed,  and  in  other  refpedis 
fecured  from  the  weather,  fo  that  the  health  of  the  prifo- 
ners  maybe  preferved,  and  they  experience  that  humanity 
which  hath  ever  marked  the?  conduct  of  this  Congrefs  to 
its  prifoners. 

Refolved ,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  WafiungtoTi, 
and  defire  him  to  fend  a  flag  to  general  Howe,  and  inquire 
in  what  manner  general  Lee,  who  has  been  taken  prifoner, 
is  treated  :  and  if  he  finds  that  he  is  not  treated  agreeable 
to  his  rank  and  character,  to  fend  a  re  m  on  ft  ranee  to  gene* 
,ral  Howe  on  theful^jecff;  and  farther,  to  inquireof  general 
Howe  whether  he  will  grant  permiflion  to  fend  general  Lee 
fuch  fupplies  of  money  as  may  be  neceflary  to  fupport  him 
during  his  confinement  in  a  manner  ffiitable  to  his  rank  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  prefident  alfo  write  to  Mr,  R.  Morris,  and  re- 
queft  him  to  fend  one  hundred  half-johannes  to  general 
Wa/hington  for  the  ufe  of  general  Lee. 

The  fever al  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Sat  v  r  d  a  y,  December  2 r,  1776, 

A  letter  of  the  lit  of  October  lail  from  S.  Deane,  efq  ; 
•^Ifo  one  of  the  1.9th  from  the  committee  of  Frederick 
county,  with  fundry  refolutions  pafled  by  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  refpeefting  the  marching  of  the  militia  of  that 
county  to  join  general  Waffiington,  were  read. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  prifoners 
were  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  Philadelphia; 

Refolved ,  That  the  committee  of  Baltimore  town  be  re¬ 
queued  to  fecure  in  a  convenient  room  under  a  guard,  the 
laid  prifoners,  except  the  two  Goodrich’s,  who  are  to  be 
committed  to  jail;  that  Mr.  Griffith  be  im powered  to 
fapply  them  with  provifions  and  other  things  abfolutelv 
neceflary  for  them  until  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refohed ,  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Tho- 

mas  Price  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  hh  battalion ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 


The  committee  of  tre? fury  reported,  that  they  have  had 
jnder  confideration  the  account  of  colonel  V,'.  Richardf.m 
tor  guarumg  the  continental  treafury  from  Philadelphia  to 
palttmore ;  that  the  expence  of  the  guard,  with  provender 
*or  the  tean^  amounts  to  378.83  dollars;  that  he  credits 
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300  dollars  received  by  a  warrant  on  the  treafurer,  and 

thfr®  remains  du<-‘  to  the  faid  colonel  W.  Richardfon 
70.83  dollars: 

Ordered,  ]  hat  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Armflrong  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  was  read ;  43 

Otdered,  I  hat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from 
general  V aldington  and  Mr.  Morris,  brought  in  a  report, 
w  nch  was  taken  into  confidcration  ;  whereupon 

Rejched,  That  proper  magazines  of  provisions  for  the 
army  be  immediately  formed  in  or  near  Pennfyl  vania,  and 
tnat  Gongrefs  approve  of  the  general’s  fending  general 
Aimitrong  to  fix  upon  the  moil  fecure  and  convenient  pla¬ 
ces  for  fuch  magazines,  to  animate  the  militia,  and  facili¬ 
tate  the  recruiting  fervice  in  Penniylvania : 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Walhington’s  fending 
gene  1  al  Smallwood  to  Maryland  to  encourage  and  promote 
tne  fpeedy  railing  of  the  new  levies  therein ;  and  that  o-e- 
Jicral  Smallwood  be  requelled  to  ufe  his  utmofl  endeavours 
in  executing  that  buiineis:  > 

That  Robert  Morris,  George  Clymer,  and  George  Wal¬ 
ton,  efquires,  be  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  with  powers  to 
execute  fuch  continental  bufinefs  as  may  be  proper  and  lie- 
ceiTary  to  be  done  at  Philadelphia  : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  immediately  lent  to  Mr.  JT. 
Meafe,  fuhjedl  to  the  difpoiition  of  the  faid  committee,  for 
jiroviding  the  militia  going  into  fervice;  for  paying  the 
l'oldiers  from  Ticonderoga,  and  for  fuch  other  public  ufes 
as  they  dial  I  think  proper: 

That  if  the  above  fum  diould  be  infuflicient,  the  faid 
committee  have  power  to  call  on  the  commiiTioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  Pennfylvania  for  fuch  farther  fums  as  the 
continental  fervice  there  may  demand  : 

That  the  faid  committee  keep  up  a  regular  correfpond- 
ence  with  Congrefs,  informing  them  from  time  to  time  of 
their  proceedings  herein : 

That  the  refolve  refpetding  the  appointment  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  and  its  powers  be  tranfmitted  to  Meflieurs  Morris, 
Clymer  and  Walton  by  Mr.  Prefident;  and  that  he  inform 
the  laid  gentlemen  l  hat  Congrefs  approve  their  care  of  the 
public  bufinefs  as  fignified  in  Mr.  Morris’s  letters.  Alfo, 
that  Mr.  Morris  be  informed  Congrefs  highly  approve  his 
plan  of  lilting  the  continental  frigates  at  Philadelphia  re¬ 
gularly  for  fea,  with  all  poilible  expedition  : 

That  Mr.  feeretary  Peters  he  directed  by  the  board  of 
war  to  repair  to  .Baltimore  as  foon  as  poffible, 

‘  R cfolvedy 
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Refolved,  That  19,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  John 
Boyd,  paymafter  of  colonel  Mackay’s  battalion,  for  the 
nle  of  the  faid  battalion  5  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved ,  That  two  chaplains  be  appointed  to  Congrefs 
and  that  Monday  next  be  aligned  for  electing  them.  * 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  Frederick  county  ;  whereupon 

Refolved ,  That  1 8,000  dollars  be  transmitted  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  f  rede  rick,  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  of  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Frederick,  Wafhington  and  Montgomery,  who 
march  to  reinforce  general  Wafhington  ;  the  faid  commit¬ 
tee  to  be  accountable:  that  the  faid  committee  transmit  to 
general  Wafhington  a  particular  account  of  the  money  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  militia.  J 

Refolved. ,  That  officers  of  troops  inlifled  for  three  years 
or  during  the  war,  receive  pay  on  the  new  edablifhmenc 
from  the  time  of  their  being  appointed  by  theifr  refpedive 
dates,  in  colifequence  of  the  refol  ution  of  Congrefs  paffied 

Refolved ,  That  fuch  alteration  be  made  in  the  rations  of 
virgmia  troops  as  the  governor  and  council  of  that  date 
mall  direCl,  provided  the  expence  does  not  exceed  that  of 
the  ration  edabliffied  for  the  continental  army. 

Refolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  W. 

Richardfon,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  regiment  : 
he  to  be  accountable.  * 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  impowered  to  examine  in- 
to  the  date  of  the  North-Carolina  prifoners,  and  have  fuch 
of  them  as  are  fick  removed  to  a  private  houfe  and  kept 

th^em  ^Uar<^ 5  and  tIiaC  he  Provide  a  phyfician  to  attend 

Rejo/ved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  pay 
the  militia  that  may  reinforce  his  army,  in  the  fame  ma Z 
ner  as  his  other  troops  are  paid ;  and  that  on  their  difcharjre 
one  penny  a  mile  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  rations  to  fuppotc 
thmn  on  their  march  to  their  refpetfive  places  of  abode 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  podponed 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Monday.  * F  1  ' 

Monday,  December  23,  1776. 

revefendMr  P  °f  ^  day  ConSrefs  ^leded  the 

chaplains  P’  A!hf°“  and  the  revcrend  Mr.  W.  White, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr 

Mr.  Hooper  having  reported  that  the  prefent  fltuation 

of 
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or  the  prifoners  is  very  dilagreeable  and  dangerous  to  their 
health  on  account  of  the  prifon  being  much  out  of  repair; 
it  was  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  until  the  apartments  in  the  jail  of  the 
town  of  Baltimore  (hall  be  repaired,  and  put  in  fuch  a  con- 
dition  as  not  to  endanger  the  health  of  thofe  who  may  be 
confined  in  them,  the  prifoners  from  the  date  of  North- 
Carolina  be  removed  from  thence  to  different  rooms  in  the 
rourt-houfe,  or  wherever  elfe  they  can  be  procured,  and 
there  fafely  locked  up  and  fecured ;  and  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  infpedHon  of  the  faid  town  be  requeued  to  direct 
proper  apartments  for  their  reception,  and  from  time  to 
time  keep  up  a  good  and  fufficienx  guard  over  them  ;  and 
in  order  tofecure  them  moreeffedlually,  that  the  prifoners, 
agreeable  to  their  own  voluntary  propofal,  (hall  be  upon 
their  parole  not  to  make  any  attempts  to  eCcape  from  con- 
finement,*nor  interfere  in  the  prefent  war  with  Great-Bri- 
tain  by  carrying  on  any  correfpondence,  converfation,  or 
otherwife  with  the  enemies  of  America;  and  that  during 
their  confinement  Benjamin  Griffith,  who  by  a  laterefolve 
of  Congrefs  was  directed  to  fupply  the  prifoners  when/ron- 
dned  in  jail,  continue  to  fupply  and  accommodate  them 
■with  neceflaries  for  their  fupport.  ' 

Refolved ,  That  Robert  Patton  be  appointed  door-keeper, 
and  James  Long  meflenger,  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing 
/killful  perfons  to  be  fent  to  examine  the  Salisbury  and  Mr. 
Livingdon’s  founderies,  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  the 
28th  of  November  lad. 

ReJolvedy  That  Mr.  John  Boyd,  the  paymaster  of  colonel 
Mackay’s  battalion,  be  impowered  to  receive  from  Mr. 
William  Smith  at  Hanover,  fuch  a  number  of  fhoes  as  may 
be  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Refolved ,  That  the  afTembJies,  conventions,  committees  or 
councils  of  fafety,  and  other  perfons  that  are  or  may  be  in¬ 
truded  with  money  for  the  militia  reinforcing  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  transmit  the  receipts  of  the  officers  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fame  to  the  paymader  or  deputy  paymader  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  refpeidive  armies;  who  are  hereby  directed 
to  make  proper  Uoppagcs  and  give  ccrtificates-of  the  de¬ 
livery  of  fuch  receipts,  Specifying  therein  the  names  of  the 
perfons  figning  them,  the  dates  and  films  mentioned  in  the 
iame,  and  the  perfons  to  whom  the  receipts  were  given; 
which  certificates  fhall  be  received  by  the  commiffioners 
of  the  treafjary  as  fuflicient  vouchers  for  difcharging  the 
refpecdive  accounts  from  the  fums  expreffed  in  the  fame. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  clay  referred  being  podponed,  • 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow.  Tuespay^ 
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Tuesday,  December  24,  1 776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
lylvania  ;  one  of  the  21ft  from  Mr.  R.  Morris;  one  pf  the 
10th  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed, 
were  received  and  read  ; 

Rejolved ,  That  the  lad  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  affairs  of  the  northern  army. 

Rejolved ,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  : 

The  members  c lio fen,  Mr.  Heyward  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Rejolved ,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  public  fervice;  the 
laid  council  to  be  accountable. 

Rejolved,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  the  treafurer,  be  impower- 
ed  to  employ  proper  perfons  to  %n  the  bills  which  remain 

unfigned  in  the  treafury,  and  that  he  return  their  names 
to  Congrefs. 

Rejolved,  That  a  letter  be  immediately  written  by  Mr. 
Prefident  to  the  affemblies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mafiachu- 
fetts-Bay  and  Conne&ieut,  informing  them  of  the  critical 
date  of  the  fbrtrefs  of  Ticonderoga  and  the  other  pods  in 
that  quarter;  and  the  extreme  danger  of  general  Carlton’s 
pofleffing  himfelf  of  that  fortrefs  as  foon  as  lake  Cham- 
plain  fhall  be  fo  frozen  as  to  be  capable  of  bearing  horfes  : 
that,  by  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  Congrefs  is  infor¬ 
med  that  the  troops  now  occupying  thofe  pods  will  noc 
tarry  after  the  3  id  of  this  month  ;  and  in  the  mod  preding 
terms  urging  the  neceflity  of  hadening  up  troops  from  their 
refpe&ive  dates  with  the  utmod  difpatch,  in  the  following 
proportions,  viz.  2500  from  Madachufetts-Bay,  1500  from 
Connetdicut,  and  500  from  New-Hampfhire,  making  4500 ; 
informing  them  that  Congrefs  defii  e  they  will  not  wait  till 
the  feveral  corps  are  compleated;  and  that  there  is  now  a 
plentiful  dock  of  provifions  at  Ticonderoga,  and  nothing 

to  fear  from  the  enemy  till  the  lake  fliall  be  frozen  as 
above  mentioned. 


Rejolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee 

appointed  on  the  1  7th  of  October,  for  the  better  regulat¬ 
ing  the  treafury  board  : 


The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Nelfon  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

....  Pkat  533-3°  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas 

lmchols  deputy  ouartermader  general,  for  the  public  fer- 

311  the  account  of  brigadier  general 

Miflim ,  quartermader  general,  to  whom  faid  Nichols,  who 
an  officer  111  lus  department,  is  to  be  accountable, 
ounary  french  ieuc.s  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 


Ordered \ 
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Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  com* 
imttee  for  procuring  cannon. 

Refolved ,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  i 
The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis. 

Refolved,  1  hat  two  other  magazines  of  ammunition,  in 
addition  to  that  agreed  to  on  the  21ft,  be  formed,  one  in 
the  eaftei  n  ftates,  and  one  in  the  fouthern  ftates  : 

Ordered,  That  tlie  delegates  of  the  eaftern  ftates  confer 
together,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  fouthern  ftates,  and  fix 

upon  proper  places,  and  report  to  Congrefs  on  Thurfday 
next. 

I  he  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  on  Thurfday  next. 

Thursday,  December  26,  1  776. 

Sundry  letters  were  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  16th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  an  ex- 
tradl  of  a  letter  from  commiffary  general  Trumbull : 

One  of  the  13th  from  commiffary  general  Trumbull  at 
Morrill; own  r 

One  of  the  8th  from  governor  Cooke  : 

One  of  the  20th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  a  plan 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  artillery,  and  a  memorandum  : 
One  of  the  2ift  from  general  N.  Green  : 

#  Two  of  the  2 2d  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penniylva- 
nia,  with  fundry  letters  from  Ticonderoga  : 

One  of  the  2d  from  colonel  Anthony  Wayne  at  Ticon¬ 
deroga,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed: 

One  of  the  6th  from  colonel  J.  Wood  at  ditto  : 

One  of  the  23d  from  Samuel  Wafhington  of  Berkely 
county,  Virginia  : 

One  of  the  10th  from  colonel  John  Brown  of  Albany, 
with  papers  inclofed  : 

Alfo  a  letter  from  Donald  M'Leod,  Alexander  M'Leod, 
Kenneth  M‘Donald,  and  a  petition  from  Thomas  Slater, 
prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  400,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph 
Trumbull,  efquire,  commiflary  general :  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable. 

Refolved,  That  J.  Trumbull,  efquire,  commiffary  gene¬ 
ral,  be  impowered  to  import,  at  the  continental  rifque, 
from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  the  other  fouthern  ftates, 
fnch  quantities  of  flour  and  other  provifions  as  he  may 
judge  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  army. 

Refolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  impowered 
and  directed  to  w  rite  to  the  governor  and  council  of  their 
flate,.  and  requeft  them  to  contz'aCt  with  proper  perfons, 

for 
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for  the  delivery  of  10,000  barrels  of  four  on  James’s, 
York,  Rapahannock,  and  Potowmack  rivers,  to  the  order 
of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  com  miliary  general,  or  of  a  larger 
quantity,  fhould  he  require  a  farther  fupply  ;  the  fakl  Jo¬ 
seph  Trumbull  to  fend  vefels  to  take  it  in,  and  to  pay  for, 
or  draw  orders  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  fame. 

Ordered ,  That  the  letters  read  be  referred  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  it  felt  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  to  take  into  consideration  the  letters  ;  and  after 
fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chain, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  letters  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  had  time  to  finifh,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  to-mor¬ 
row  at  ten  o’clock. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  at  ten 
o’clock  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  .of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  farther  confideration  the  letters  read  this  day. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration,  the  Rate  of  the  army,  and  report 
thereon  to-morrow  morning  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Richard  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  plan  for  the  better  conducting  the  executive  buii- 
nefs  of  Congrefs,  by  boards  compofed  of  perfons,  not 
members  of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  27,  1  776. 

Refolved ,  That  3333.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  James 
Nourfe  for  the  life  of  the  militia  of  Berkly  and  Frederic 
counties,  in  Virginia,  who  are  about  to  march  to  reinforce 
general  Wafhington,  the  faid  Mr.  J.  Nourfe  to  be  account¬ 
able  for  the  expenditure. 

Refolved,  That  the  refolution  pafled  the  3d  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  granting  a  pair  of  fhoes  and  dockings  to  the  militia 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  fame  rations  and  monthly  pay 
as  the  other  troops  on  the  continental  eilablifhment,  to 
commence  from  the  time  of  their  inrollment,  be  extended 
to  the  Virginia  militia,  who  march  to  reinforce  general 
Wafhington. 

Sundry  letters  were  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  23d  fiora  Mr.  R.  Mortis  : 

One  ot  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler  nr  Saratoga  • 

One  from  Henricus  Code  of  Su  Eullat.  a  of  November  30th? 
vol.IL  y  r  3  One 
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te-  cr  ,  i  ie  r  Mh  fl  OIn  Rlchard  Dallam,  deputy  paymaf- 

0*  'r\’  at  ^,Wl0Wn  ln  Bucks  county,  FemiMvania  • 

°  e  °!; tl,c  5th  lr°ni  Jonathan  Trumbull  : 
ne  of  i he  zjth  of  November  from  Jofeph  Trumbull  : 

AKo  pounor  iron,  Fane,, il  and  others,  to  the  a&m- 

lhiV  h'  J;|  !Kmire,Ue'n'y’  and“  «-efolution  palled  by  the 
iai,{  atieinbly  m  confequence  thereof.  * 

The  committee  on  the  ftatc  of  the  army,  brourln  In  a 

/C/o  w"CT|WaS  ta,kc"  'T°  co,lfiderat'on  5  whereupon 
.,/>.&£  ,  1  hat  a  bngadter-general  of  artillery  be  an- 
pointed,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  ^  ^ 

Colonel  Henry  Knox  was  elected. 

Rrjo.vej  1  hat  general  Waffiington  be  impowered  to  ufe 
evety  endeavour,  by  giving  bounties  and  otherwife  to 
p.evatl  upon  the  troops,  whofe  term  ofinlirtment  will  ex¬ 
pire  at  the  end  of  the  month,  to  flay  with  the  army  fo 

flay  neceflitryT  P  ’  “*  ^  fituation  render  their 

That  the  new  levies  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  the  Dela¬ 
ware  flate,  Petinfylvania,  and  New-Jerfey,  be  ordered  to 
mat cn  by  companies,  and  parts  of  companies,  as  fall  as 
they  fln.ll  be  ratted,  and  join  the  army  under  general 
Wafhington  with  the  utmofl  difpatch:  S 

Tliat  the  foregoing  refolution  be  'tranfmitted  by  the 
prendent  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  Hates  before  men¬ 
tioned,  who  ate  requelled  to  carry  it  into  execution;  to 
appoint  commiflarics  to  precede  the  troops,  and  procure 
provifion  for  them  on  their  march;  and  that  they  be  im¬ 
powered  to  draw  money  for  this  purpofe  from  the  neareft 
continental  pavma'fter : 

That  general  vVafliington  be  impowered  to  appoint  a 

commiflary  of  pnfoners,  and  a  clothier  general  for  fup- 

Pv  ,ng  the  army  ;  to  fix  their  falaries,  and  return  their 
names  to  Congi^fs: 

That  general  VVafliington  be  reqnefled  to  fix  upon  that 
fy  llem.ot  promotion  in  the  continental  aimy,  which  in 
hts :  opinion,  and  that  of  the  general  officers  with  him, 

,  Pr?<lutP  1T,olt  general  fatisfaCtion  ;  that  it  be  luggefl- 
ed  to  him,  whether  a  promotion  of  field  officers  in  the  co- 
Joni,i  me,  and  of  captains  and  fubalterns  in  the  rtvd- 
mental  Ijik*,  would  nor  be  the  mofl  proper; 

.  '  llat  Congrefs  approve  ef  general  Wafhington’s  diredl- 
tng  the  quartet mailer  general  to  provide  telms  for  each 
regiment,  and  for  other  neceifary  pnrpofes  : 

.  fl.at  the  2tl  and  7.I1  Virginia  regiments,  with  all  the 
convalescents  fr«m  the  other  corps  left  in  that  Hate,  and 
novv  fit  for  duty,  he  ordered  to  march  and  join  the  armv 
under  general  VValhington,  with  the  iiinidl  difpatch,  leav. 
tng  the  aims  that  they  have  at  prefer  with  the  governor 
and  council  of  that  Hate,  as  they  will  he  provided  with 
9thprs  at  the  Keud  of  elk  : 
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That  three  of  the  regiments  upon  the  new  eHaLIIffi- 
meat  in  North-Carolina,  be  ordered  to  march  immediate¬ 
ly  to  join  genera]  Washington  : 

That  the  Hate  of  Virginia  be  impowered  to  call  into 
fervice,  at  the  continental  expence,  three  regiments  of 
militia,  or  minute  men,  if  fuch  a  meafure  Ihall  by  (hat 
Hate  be  judged  necellary  : 

The  unjuft,  but  determined  purpofe  of  the  bririfh  court* 
to  c  ilivg  rhele  free  Hates,  obvious  throupfi  every  delu¬ 
sive  insinuation  to  the  contrary',  having  p?ar°c!  things  in 
fucii  a  Situation  that  the  very  existence  of  civil  liberty  now 
depends  on  the  right  execution  of  military  powers,  and 
the  vigorous  decihve  condiuH  of  thefe  being  injpoilible  to 
didant,  numerous  and  deliberative  bodies  : 

This  C ongrefs,'  having  maturely  considered  the  prefent 
crHis,  and  having  perfect  reliance  on  the  wifdom,  vio-our 
and  uprightness  of  general  Waffifngton  ;  do  hereby 

ReJo;vey  That  general  VVafhingion  Shall  be, 'and  he  is 
hereby  veHed  with  full,  ample,  and  complete  powers  to 
raife  and  collecH  together  in  the  mod  Speedy  and  effectual 
manner,  from  any  or  all  of  thefe  United  ‘States,  fixteen 
acral  ions  or  infantry  in  addition  to  thofe  already  voted 
by  Cong  ref's  ;  to  appoint  officers  for  the  faid  battalions; 
tirade,  officer,  and  equip  3000  light  horfe  ;  three  iegi- 
menrs  of  artillery,  and  a  corps  of  engineers  ;  and  to  eiia- 
bh/h  their  pay  :  to  apply  to  any  of  the  Hates  fur  fuch  aid 
of  the  militia  as  he  Shall  judge  neceSIary  ;  to  form  fuch 
magazines  of  provisions,  and  in  fuch  places  as  be  ffiall 
think  proper;  to  difplace  and  appoint  ail  officers  under 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
m  every  other  department  in  the  American  armies  ;  to 
take,  wherever  he  may  be,  whatever  he  may  want  for 
tne  me  of  the  army,  if  the  inhabitants  will  not  fell 
owing  a  reafonable  price  for  the  fame  ;  to  an  eft  and ’coni 
fine  perfons  who  refufe  to  take  the  continental  currency 
or  are  otherwife  difaffedred  to  the  American  canfe  ;  aid 
return  to  the  ftates,  of  which  they  a.e  ci.izens,  th-ir 

names,  atm  the  nature  of  their  offences,  together  whh 
the  witnelies  to  prove  them  : 

That  the  foregoing  powers  he  vetted  in  general  Waft;- 
\nfto"’  <0!'  and  dining  the  term  of  fix,  months  from  the 
date  hereof,  unlefs  fooner  determin'd  liy  Congrefs 

That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pen.ffylvnnk  he 
reqoel  ed  to  take  the  nintt  vigorous  and  fpeedy  me'afures 
for  pnn.fh.ng  ad  fuel,  as  (hall  refufe  continenta^currenev  • 
and  that  the  general  be  directed  to  give  all  necefb  y i 

tht,  fC.C-r^U  °f £***’  for  caTy»-S  tUir  Snres' ou 
th*>  fubjv.ct  into  effecftnal  execution. 

Af  .  Udiegas  having  returned  the  names  of  nerfons  by  him 
crmedi7;fjv  Per,men'l  thC  Prefs’  and  to  4n  U.e  bfils  of 

credit,  they  were  agreed  £0  •  anfl*n--»  r  c 

J  aim  me,  Superimen- 
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Supciintendanrs  of  (he  prefs,  Thomas  Hanifon,  Willi- 
am  Smithe,  and  John  Merryman,  junior: 

Signers  ol  money.  William  Afquith,  John  Griffith,  Her¬ 
cules  Courtney,  John  Cockey,  James  Kelfo,  Richard  Cro- 

Jp,  ’  Jan’es  ColhounB  George  Welih,  Theodore  Barrel!, 
r.iomas  Doniiellan,  John  Boyd,  Benjamin  Levy,  Samuel 
-Hillegas,  and  Wiliiam  Govett. 

r  ^$\lV£el?  ^‘at  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  John 

1 !  f  lf  orthe  ufe  ol  the  lick  fuldiers  in  Baltimore  he 
to  be  accountable. 

,7  ^1C  ^LVClai  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  Doftooned, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow.  ~~  * 

^  *  Saturday,  December  28,  1776. 

7i  efoived ,  i  hat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  circular  letter  to  the  feveral  United  States,  explain¬ 
ing  the  rcafons  which  induced  Congrefs  to  enlarge  the 
poweis  of  general  Wafhington,  atid  requelling  them  to  co- 
ope?ate  with  him,  and  give  him  all  the  aid  in  their  power  2 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon  and 
Mr.  Adams. 

Rffo:vcdy  1  hat  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  which  by  the 
re  olution  of  the  2d  of  November  1  aft  the  treafury  board 
v  viC  oideicd  to  prepare  and  have  ready  for  eiiiillion,  be 
now  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  Uniccd  States 

Refotved ,  1  hat  the  council  of  fafety  of  the  date  of  M:.~ 
ryland  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requeued,  tofurnifh  Mr. 
J  >hn  Griffith  with  fifty  blankets  for  the  life  of  the  fick  fol- 
diers  in  Baltimore,  who  (land  in  immediate  need  thereof. 

Rcfolvcdy  I  hat  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Carvill 
Had,  for  toe  life  of  his  battalion;  he  to  be  accountable, 
fiie  co  imp  it  tee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  directed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga  and  the  pa- 
])ei s  therein  mentioned,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  re¬ 
pot  t,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon 
Rejolvtdy  I  hat,  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  the  nort  hern 
army  may  l>e  fiipplied  more  advantageoufly  and  convenient¬ 
ly,  in  the  prefent  mode  of  the  com  miliary  general’s  govern- 
ing  himfelf  by  fucli  regulations  as  have  been,  and  maybe,, 
from  time  to  time,  ordained  by  the  general  or  commander 
in  chief,  than  by  contractors: 

!  hat  the  cormniilary  general  be  directed,  without  fail, 
to  lupply  the  northern  army  this  winter  with  vegetables 
twice  in  eve  y  week,  or  more  frequently  ifpoflible;  and 
to  take  effectual  mcafures  that  they  be  well  iupplied  with 
vinegar: 

7  aaL  tsvo  large  floating  batteries  be  built  on  lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  t o  cover  the  boom  and  the  bridge;  and  that  general 
Schuyler  be  defied  to  contract  with  builders  for  this  pur- 
pol'e  in  New  York  or  Maflachufetts-Bay,  or  both,  and  that 
general  Schuyler  provide  the  materials:  '  That 
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That  the  committee  for  fupplying  cannon  he  diretfled  to 
procure  ten  brafs  6  inch  howitzers,  with  fhells  and  a  pro- 
per  attrail,  for  the  ufe  of  the  northern  army: 

That  a  fort  be  conftrudied  on  mount  Independence  :  that 
the  navigation  of  the  lake  near  that  place  be  obilrudled  by 
caiToons,  to  be  funk  in  the  water  at  fmall  diflances  from 
one  another,  and  joined  together  by  llring-pieces,  fo  as^ 
at  the  fame  time,  to  ferve  for  a  bridge  between  the  forti¬ 
fications  on  the  eafl  and  well:  fide  :  that  to  prevent  the  ene¬ 
my  from  drawing  their  fmall  craft  overland  beyond  three 
mile  point  into  lake  George,  the  paflage  of  that  lake  be 
alfo  obft^ucded  in  like  manner  by  caffoons  from  iiland  to 
ifland  in  the  narrows,  if  practicable,  or  by  floating  batte¬ 
ries  :  that  fort  Stanwix  be  ftrengthened,  and  other  forti¬ 
fications  be  made  at  proper  places  near  the  mohawk  river; 
and  that  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
northern  army,  execute  thefe  works  this  winter ;  and  that 
the  commanding  officers  of  artillery,  chief  engineer,  quar- 
termafter  general,  and  com  miliary  general,  provide  and  per¬ 
form  whatever  things  in  their  refpedlive  departments  are? 
neceflary  or  may  contribute  to  the  accomplifhment  thereof ; 

That  the  general  court  or  council  of  the  dare  of  Mafia- 
chufetts-Bay  be  requelled  to  procure  fuch  a  quantity  of  oa¬ 
kum,  and  any  other  articles,  as  general  Schuyler,"  who  is 
defired  to  write  to  them  on  the  fubjedt,  ffiall  require;  and 
to  forward  the  fame  to  fuch  places  as  he  ihall  dircdl  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  diredled  to 
wi  ite  to  l  hiladelphia  for  accoutrements  and  neceflaries  to 
fupply  the  fix  troops  of  light  horfe  ordered  from  Virginia. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pod  no  lied, 
adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morning-. 

1 

Sunday,  December  29,  177 6. 

Refilled,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confider  the 
letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  10th  of  December, 
be  directed  to  fend  a  fuitable  perfon  or  perfons  to  Mr.  La- 
vingflon,  owner  of  the  foundery  in  the  flare  of  New- York, 
and  to  governor  Trumbull,  under  whofe  direction  is  the 
foundery  at  Sahfbury;  alfo  to  the  council  of  the  flute  of 
Mallachufetts-Bay ;  to  procure  fuch  cannon  and  ordnance 
flores  as  are  required  by  the  general  in  his  faid  letter ;  they 
being  immediately  neceffary  for  the  northern  department. 

Refohsd ,  f  hat  to  marrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  more 
general  officers. 

Thf  fev.eral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poffi- 
polled,  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,  December  30,  1  776. 

A  letter  of  the  2 1  IT  from  brigadier  general  Lewis  was 

read;  alfo  two  letters  of  the  26th  and  27th  from  Mr.  R. 

Moms. 
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.Jrr^'T6  apP°‘nted  to  confider  the  letters  from 

I’ ,'r‘!  'Ciin-V  g>  relating  to  the  northern  army  brought 
in  a  report*;  whereupon  J 

pr.-bW,  That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  of. 

torvZT  ^r  T  ^eflil'e<fted  r^aufe  an  elabora- 

r"f  7Uen  F  fucb  !>b,Ce  as  lle  fila'l  judge  raoft  eon- 

•  '  ?  fix  a11  tlie  neceffary  ammunition  for  the  enfu- 

mg  campaign. 

Refi  w.4  1  bat  fifteen  companies,  confiding  of  a  captain 
or  over feer  and  Hurry  men  each,  be  engaged  uponVuch 

SdU^rfta,!  thl!lk  J^and  equitable, 
for  the  hatreau  fervjce;  and  be  occafionally  employed  on 

the  big  t-v  ays  and  other  works  in  the  qiiarterinader  <re. 
ne. a  s  department  i  and  that  fopr  companies  of  carpen¬ 
ters,  to  confift  of  an  oves-feer  ancj  twenty-five  men  each, 
be  enoag.-u  n,  like  manner  to  attend  the  northern  armv. 

01  t  he  better  regulating  waggons  in  the  northern  army. 

AejO.-n  t  hat  two  waggons  be  allowed  to  each  company 
on  a  maren,  and  one  waggon  to  the  colonel,  one  to  the 
lieutenant  colonel  and  major,  one  to  the  ftaffofa  regiment 
and  one  f  or  the  particular  ufe  of  the  director  of  the  hofpi’. 
tab  Each  waggon  to  be  drawn  by  two  horfes,  (except 
that  fo>-  tiie  colonel,  which  is  to  he  allowed  four  horfes  ) 
and  fulijeCt  to  fuel,  orders  as  /ball  from  time  to  time  be 
i.iacd  b.  the  general  or  commanding  officer. 

&r/°‘ ( r7>  That  if  any  commiflionetl  or  non-commifJIoned 
officer  laal!  employ  more  carriages  than  are  mentioned  in 
the  .oreg  mg  refolntion,  he  /hall  not  be  allowed  to  make 
a  public  charge  of  it,  but  /hall  pay  the  cnflomary  p  ice  h.m- 
lelf;  and  on  his  vefufal  or  neglett  fo  to  do,  ‘  he  /ball  be 
/abject  ;o  be  fined  by  a  court-martial  in  treble  the  fum  ; 
one  third  part  of  foch  fine  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  owner 
of  the  waggon  or  other  carriage  fo  employed,  and  the  other 
two  thirds  to  the  paymader  for  the  public  ufe  ;  the  part 
adjudged  to  the  owner  of  the  Carriage  (hall  be  paid  to  him 
by  any  quarter  mailer  on  the  certificate  of  the  prefident  of 
the  com  '-martial,  who  dial!  ttanfmit  the  whole  fine  to  the 
pay  made  r,  in  onler  that  the  fame  may  be  deduCted  from 
the  pay  c!  the  delinquent. 

C(>ng*efh  being  informed  that  Tome  of  the  prifoners  have 
brol  cti  01  r  of  jail  and«  made  their  efcap**? 

Rcfo lvedy  That  the  committee  of  observation  for  Balti¬ 
more  cry  mv  he  requeued  to  direct  immediate  and  fl i icFb 
fearcu  lor  the  pri 'oners,  who  jail  night  e leaped  from  the 
jiil  in  Baltimore  town;  and  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  ap¬ 
prehending  and  feem  ing  (he  faid  pufoners;  and  that  the 
fiid  committee  make  inquiry  into  the  condu<fl  of  the  jailer, 
or  any  other  perfon  fulpetred  of  permitting  or  aiiifting 
tneir  efeape;  and  that  they  take  ftich  me  alb  res  as  they 
fltail  think  proper  to  bring  the  offenders  fo  punifhment. 
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Bffotoed,  That  200  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  coniider  the  letter  from  general 
Schuyler  of  the  loth  of  December,  for  the  payment  of  the 
expen ces  o f  fo in e  fiutable  perfon  or  perfons  to  be  Lent  by 
toem  to  Mr  Livjngfton,  governor  Trumbull,  and  the  eona- 
c.l  of  the  Hate  of  Aladachufetts-Bay,  agreeable  to  a  refo- 
nuwn  paffed  yenerday;  the  laid  committee  to  be  account- 

f!,Jre  C0,1?!"Ittee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to 

a  whidi  -  — ?> 

andt:iS  p:eGJt,,t' 

It  appearing  to  Congrefs  that  it  will  be  extremely  diffi- 

Sti tVwhh  balpra<S;Tb  n’  t0/UP1^  tHc  «*■*  the  United 
dies  Tnl  'kbrl  fa  ied.,eef)  P°rk’  fi,aP>  fallow  and can- 
fore  1  f  exportation  thereof  be  prohibited;  there- 

Refo.ved,  That  none  of  the  faid  articles,  excent  fucfi  as 
may  be  neceflary  for  the  crew  of  any  fi.ip  m-  ,e£  t  ex¬ 
ported  from  any  of  thefe  United  States  after  the  «h"dav- 
o  Janaaiy  next,  until  the  firll  day  of  November  11 

??”«"*  »■«'*  ■*.  f.nb,r  oh„  i  Vd  ,  S'i," 

earnell  y  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  L  V 
vera!  United  States  to  lee  that-  rl.v.  r  i‘  ,  ,  K* 

complied  with.  JS  lefolut,on  be  ftfi&ly 

-aSd14!“VS  »  T' 

general  Lee’s  fecretary  N.mli,  late 

A'rizzlE  t 

P^^'hMyt^ZTr  f  Co,,*ref^‘  *■**»• 

Tha/dKS^be^rn  •  1  t 

author!  led,  to  purchafe  fuel,  me.Hcite  as  s  t°  '*  7 

VniieJ  si  “  «  «,  „f  .1,1- 

thereof  to  CongaeV  a,ld  ret“™  aa  account: 

h I s^^ninoH  Juki ^ ^ ! , V’*' !  ?  ° ° b°  iU:e^  to  exeit 
inllruftions  to  expedite  th'-V"’'^  Ileceila,'y  <»*‘tcrs  ;  iul 
Maryland  •  and  °  g  tl,e  !evi«  the  Hate  f 

legillatu re  and  council*  of  f- *ar',ed,y  ''CCum;»tiide«l  to  the 
obfervation,  lh,  ‘  “-e  frveraj.  commit  ees  of 

llane,  and  every  f  "  fr‘J  ^  ”U,1(ia  ««***  <-,ffald 
--  general  S,i],  !  t  ^  *"«•  Ku 

****  That  300  i  ?cir  . . 
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lonel  Antil,  of  colonel  Hazen’s  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  (aid  battalion;  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  colonel  Hazen,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Rejolved ,  That  the  requifxtion  of  general  Schuyler  for  a 
fupplv  of  60  tons  of  cannon  powder,  and  34  tons  of  muf- 
ket  powder,  for  the  life  of  the  northern  army,  be  referred 
to  general  Wafhmgton  ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  furnifh. 
that  army  with  fuch  quantities  of  thatarticle  as  can  be  fpared. 

Refolved ,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inform 
general  Wafhington  of  the  quantities  of  gunpowder  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Congrcfs  on  hand  in  the  different  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  far  as  may  have  come  to  their  knowledge. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant  colonel  Antil  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read ;  ,  ^ 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  William  Kennon,  of  North-Carolina,  to 
general  Lee,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Heyward,  and 
Mr.  Harrifon. 

Refolved ,  That  any  reftrktions  heretofore  impofed  upon 
the  exportation  of  Rave  sand  other  lumber,  except  to  Great- 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  britifh  iflands,  or  any  place  un¬ 
der  the  dominion  of  Great-Britain,  ceafe. 

Refolded,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Wafhington, 
defiring  him  to  order  the  clothier  general  to  fend  agents 
into  each  date  to  buy  up  linens  and  other  clothing  proper 
for  the  foldiery;  and  that  he  give  fimilar  orders  to  the 
quartermader  general  to  puifue  the  fame  mode  for  procur¬ 
ing  a  fufficient  quantity  of  tent  cloth  ;  and  that  they  be  fe- 
ve rally  direided  to  apply  to  the  dates  to  afford  all  neceffarv 
aiTiftance  therein.  And  Whereas  great  expence  hath  here¬ 
tofore  arilen  from  pablic  agents  bidding  againd  each  other : 
the  general  is  defired  to  caution  the  clothier  general  and 
quartermader  general  that  their  agents  aforefaid  fall  not 
into  the  above  midake  in  time  to  come. 

A  memorial  from  John  Matthewfon  and  others  was  read  ; 
alfo  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hughes: 

Ordered.,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

An  appeal  being  lodged  againd  the  judgment  of  the  court 
of  admiralty  for  the  date  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations,  on  the  libel  Efek  Hopkins  v.  Richard  Dei  by  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  received,  that  it  may  be  profecuted 
before  the  committee  o 1 1  a]  peals. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  podponed, 
adjourned  to  10  o‘clock  to-morrow. 
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AC  C  A  M  A  C  K  and  Northampton,  exertions  for  Pa. 

their  defence,  1($ 

Accounts  of  the  army  how  to  be  adjufted,  444.510 

Addrefs  to  the  people  of  Canada,  3-7 

Adjournments  of  Congrefstobefrom  Friday  to  Monday,  225 
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Adjutants,  their  rank  and  pay, 

Advice  boats  ordered. 

Agents  for  prizes  appointed, 

- - at  Philadelphia,  to  value  certain  prizes, 

* - for  purchafing  cloathing  fent  through  the  fates 

- — at  Rhode-Ifland  infrudted. 

Aids-de-camp,  their  pay  increafed, 

- - -  their  rank  afcertained, 

— -  allowed  to  brigadiers  general, 

Alexander  Charles,  captain  of  the  Wafp, 

Allen  Herman,  reimburfed, 

withdraws  bis  petition, 


Allen  Ethan,  to  be  exchanged, 

Allen  W.  colonel,  his  refignation, 

Allifon  P.  reverend,  appointed  chaplain  to  Conprels 
Anltruther  Mr.  the  cafe  of  his  diamond  ring, 

Antil  Edward,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  3,- 

Apprentices  not  inlifed  without  their  mailer’s  confent,  45 
Appeal  in  the  cafe  of  the  fchooner  Thiftle, 

- - *  of  the  flip  Elizabeth, 

report  of  the  commillioners  thereupon, 

- —  of  the  fhip  Charming  Peggy, 

- of  the  f  oop  Bet  fey, 

- of  the  foop  Vulcan, 

in  the  cafe  of  E.  Hopkins,  v.  R.  Derbv, 
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Army  continental,  augmented  on  a  new  eftablifhment,  557 

-  -  tins  refolve  re-confidered,  .  .r 

- - regulations  of, 

-  exertions  for  reinforcing  and  fupplying  it,  "  Xt 

Arnold  Benedid,  appointed  brigadier  general,  ^ 

Itateofhis  cartel  vAth  captain  Forller,  2s6 

Articles 


Arms  of  troops  returning  from  fervice  to  be  ref  ored,  3  ^ 
’  not  loft  through  neglecft,  allowed  to  the  owners, 
•  cO  be  taken  from  difaffeefted  perfons, 
how  difpofed  of, 

Armftrong  John  efquire,  appointed  brigadier  general, 
- allowed  travelling  expences. 
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Artillery  provided  for  the  army,  469.480 

Arundel  Dohickey  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  49 

his  journey  to  Virginia  at  his  own  expence, 

“ - appointed  captain  of  artillery. 


Articles  of  war  fent  to  Canada, 
Articles  of  war. 

Artificers  lent  to  Canada, 
Artillery  regiment  raifed, 
officers  appointed. 
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95 
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18 
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Aiis,  manufactures,  and  commerce  promoted, 

Aftiftants  allowed  to  the  deputy  paymafter  general 
Aftiftant  quartermafters,  their  pay. 

Auditor  general,  his  pay, 

- one  appointed, 

Aylet  William,  appointed  deputy  commiflary  general,  152. 

B. 

Cache  Richard,  efquire,  appointed  poftmafter  general,  449 
Baldwin  Jeduthun,  his  pay  and  rank, 

- —  appointed  engineer, 

Bankfon  Mr.  appointed  lieutenant. 

Barber  Francis,  appointed  major, 

Barbarie  Mr.  the  cafe  of  his  {loop,  &c. 

Bark  Peruvian  fupplied, 

Battalions  additional  raifed, 

-  for  the  defence  of  Canada, 

- -  additional  raifed, 

Batteaus  ordered  at  Ticonderoga, 

Bedford  Gunning,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel, 

-  promoted, 

Beadle  colonel,  and  major  Butterfield  to  be  tried  by 
court-martial, 

Belleflre  monfieur,  his  bills  how  to  be  drawn, 

Bernard  and  Wadden,  trade  with  the  Indians, 

Befionet  and  his  bar-keeper  confined, 

Beflonet  releafed, 

Blaine  Ephraim,  appointed  commiflary', 

Biddle  Clement,  deputy  quartermafler  general. 

Boats  on  the  Delaware,  removed  from  the  Jerfcy  ifiore,  491 
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Board  of  war  eftablifhed, 

- -  pay  of  the  fecretary, 

- -  of  the  afliflant  clerk, 

-  to  fupply  the  general  with  military  {lores, 

- invefted  with  powers  for  the  defence  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania, 

Board  of  treafury  eftablifhed, 

- impowered  to  adminifter  oaths, 
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...  report  fundry  accounts,  252. 255*264.280. 283. 296. 

297.  299.  300.  301.  303»3°8*  311.  3 15.31 9*  3  20. 3  2  4. 3  3  4. 3  39 
346.349.  353.  3 58.  363. 385. 390.39S. 409. 410. 416. 42  0.421. 

424.  427.429  432.  434. 436. 43 7. 442. 449*45 1-45 3 -45 4-45 7* 
46 1. 469. 4  7  2. 4  74- 477  *48  5*488. 496. 498. 502. 50  7. 

Bofton,  military  (lores,  &c.  left  by  the  enemy  how 
difpofed  of,  15  5.158 

Bounty  to  men  inlifting  for  three  years,  233.268 

- in  money  and  lands  to  men  inlifting  during  the 


war, 


this  refolve  extended, 
of  lands  not  aftignable, 
this  refolve  re-conftdered, 
naval  on  taking  prizes, 
to  feamen  inlifting  in  the  Randolph, 


Boyd  John,  paymafter  to  the  Pennfylvania  troops, 

Bradley  Stephen,  paid  for  his  fervices, 

Brady  Samuel  appointed  lieutenant, 

- - —  promoted, 

Braxton  colonel,  delegate  from  Virginia, 

Brigadiers  general  may  appoint  a  brigade  major, 

Brown  John,  lieutenant  colonel, 

- his  rank  and  pay, 

Brown  William,  aliiftant  phyfician. 

Bull  colonel,  his  memorial, 

—  -  his  refignation. 

Bullet  Thomas,  deputy  adjutant  general, 

-  —  promoted, 

Burbeck  lieutenant,  difmifted, 

Butler  Thomas  promoted, 

Butler  Richard,  his  cafe  confidered, 

Butler  Zebulon,  to  fupply  the  troops  of  Weftmoreland,  329 
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c. 

Campbell  Duncan,  his  parole  taken,  37 

- permitted  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  93 

Canada,  the  defence  of  it  provided  for,  15-19 

- pay  of  the  troops  going  there,  20 

— —  troops  fupplied  with  neceftaries  and  encouraged 

'  with  a  bounty,  ?x 

* - hard  money  collected  to  be  fent  there,  32 


- various  refoives  refpeifting  the  expedition,  but 

not  to  be  drawn  into  a  precedent,  33 

Canadian  regiment  to  be  on  continental  eftabliftiment,  67 
Canada,  provifton  made  for  the  troops  and  hard  mo- 
money  fent, 


86 
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commiflloners,  their  inflrudiions, 
may  raife  independent  companies, 
to  fettle  accounts  with  Price  and  Haywood, 
directed  to  addrefs  the  people  of  Canada, 
refolves  refpe<fb‘ng  the  troops  there, 
expedition  ccnfidered  and  fupported 
reinforced  with  militia, 
refolves  concerning  it, 
commidioners,  their  pay, 
canles  of  the  mif-carriages  there, 
com miffioners  report  fundry  accounts, 
pi  ifoners  not  taken  in  arms  to  be  releafed, 
this  refolve  re-confidered. 
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■145 
182.188 
145.146 
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216 

227 
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428 
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65 
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134 


1 42 
162 


Cannon  committee  appointed, 
to  contract  for  brafs. 

Cannon,  a  number  ordered. 

Cannon  committee  to  provide  howitzs  and  fhells, 

ta^v.  21  at  Providence,  fubjedl  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  ‘  6 

- from  Ticonderoga  lent  to  Bofhon,  , 

at  Rnode-Ifiand  ordered  to  Philadelphia,  162.T01.215 

- call  for  the  northern  army,  o22 

* -  ordered  for  the  army, 

to  I>e  caH  at  Salifbury  works, 

Captains  of  veffels  not  to  rank  from  their  nomination,  138 

~  311  t^ie  33avy,  their  rank  afcertained,  ao6 

Cape  Fear  fortified, 

Capitulation  of  Sherbourn  and  Butterfield  inquired  into  484 

Cat  nonfm-o  _ J  f  ^  + 

176 
505 

40 
292 
2 

276 
84 

5l6 
250 
289 

29 

3  7t 

5* 

95 


*  - -  -  -*  A 

Carpenters,  their  application  to  Congrefs, 

—  -  two  companies  to  be  rai fed. 

Cavalry  rai  fed. 

y  afli  u  ta ,  Indian  chief,  honoured  by  Congrefs 

- his  friendly  conduH, 

Charlellown  threatened  with  an  invafion, 

-  -  bravely  defended, 

Chambers  James,  promoted, 

Champlain  lake,  floating  batteries  built  there. 
Chaplains  in  the  army,  their  pay, 

<  herokee  Indians,  troublefome  in  Carolina, 
Church  doctor,  his  petition  granted, 
releafed, 


— , 

Chapman  John,  an  order  on  the  treafury  in  his  favour, 
Cliriilian  Will,  appointed  colonel. 

Claims  of  Canadians  confidered,  334  33  7 

Clinton  James,  apointed  brigadier  general,  002 

(  loathing  for  the  army,  meansof  procuringit,  224.387.520 
Chuk  Abraham,  delegate  from  New- Jer fey,  226 

Coffin 
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Coffin  and  Paddock,  their  petition  difmided, 

Commerce,  regulations  of,  12 

Committee  of  claims  report  fun  dry  accounts,  2.3.7.10.12 
16.  20.  21. 24.  30.  32.35.36.40.43.5  1.53.62.64.68.70.73.84. 
88.90.91. 102.104.106.1 1 3. 1 1  7. 1 2 1. 1 2  3. 1  25.129. 1  3  t.  1  32. 
1 3  7. 138. 139. 1 41. 1  44. 1 46.  1 49. 1 50. 1 5  3. 1 5  4. 1 56. 1 5  7. 15  8. 
162. 164. 169.  1  70. 182. 189.  193. 197. 202.214,223. 225.228. 
252.234.236.262.278.281.285. 

- a  refolve  refperting  it,  3 1 

- difmided,  and  their  duty  transferr’d  to  the 

treafury, 

Committees  to  account  for  monies  advanced  them, 

- - appointed  to  go  to  Canada, 

- - on  the  treafury,  their  duty  afcertained, 

—  -  of  ways  and  means, 

- - -  on  the  date  or  the  fouthern  department,  their 

report  and  refolves  thereupon, 

—  -  on  indian  affairs, 

— — - of  conference  with  lord  Howe, 

make  report, 

- - to  examine  the  date  of  the  army  near  New- 

York,  '  • 

—  - to  fettle  accounts  of  the  pennfylvania  militia,  386 

- -  for  fupplying  the  northern  army,  *  388 

— — — -  of  intelligence,  ^2r 

may  employ  expredes,  ^gg 

—  - for  inquiring  into  the  i0fs  of  certain  difpatches,  435- 
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64 

66 

90 

109 
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359 
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their  report, 
for  reinforcing  general  Wafliington, 
of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  their  powers. 


Commidions  to  privateers,  a  form  of, 

— - blank  lent  to  governor  Trumbull, 

- - ;  blank  fent  to  general  Wafliington, 

Commidary  general,  his  department  regulated, 

- -  to  virtual  the  fhips  at  Portfmouth, 

- -  to  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs, 

his  powers  revived, 


439 

A  76 
508 
1 1 6 
216 

475 

187 

1 9 1 
295.470 


Coramiffaries  of  prifoners  to  be  appointed  by  the  dates  for 

■ - - of  cloathing,  '  ^405 

Commiffioners  to  fettle  accounts  at  New-York,  276 

—  to  fettle  accounts  of  the  northern  department,  286 
their  indrndions,  3  13.45  4.473 

~~  —  for  fettling  accounts  in  Virginia,  1 

Compenfation  for  damage  done  by  the  armies  not  to  be  ** 
made,  unlels  by  a  general  provifion,  ' 

Confifcatioiiofbritift  property  taken  on  thefeas,  106.118.182 
Confederation  conddered  in  Congrefs,  207.208 

CoNGItf.SS, 


w 


if 
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Congress,  their  juflice  and  moderation  to  the  difaffedled,  4 
i  ecomniend  the  fuppreffion  of  toryifin,  § 

di rect  an  importation  of  goods  for  the  army,  6 

thcii  1  efolves  refpecHing  the  northern  army,  1 4.5 7 


X  O  - -“W  XX  X+X  XXX J  , 

honour  toe  memory  of  general  Montgomery, 
order  an  importation  of  goods  for  the  Indians, 
commend  the  activity  of  general  Washington  and 
tiie  eailern  Hates  in  railing  troops  for  Canada, 

attend  an  oration  in  honour  of  general  Montgo¬ 
mery,  ,  & 

honour  general  Washington  on  the  recovery  of 
Bo  ft:  on, 

attend  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Ward, 

refer ve  the  power  of  making  promotions, 

recommend  it  to  the  Hates  to  form  govern¬ 
ments,  T  /  /  ,  w 

-h  r  166.174 

prom  lie  to  fupport  general  Lee, 

tlieii  1  efolves  refpecHing  Canada  and  the  general 
con  duel  of  the  war, 

eHablilh  rules  for  their  own  government, 
add  rets  the  heliian  troops, 
anfwer  a  meflage  from  lord  Howe, 
augment  the  army  011  a  new  eHablifhment, 
give  notice  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy’s  fleet, 
to  meet  at  10  o’clock, 

addrefs  the  people  of  America, 
require  particular  accounts  of  the  enemy  ’s  mo- 

tlol)S>  502.504 

remove  to  Baltimore, 

addrefs  the  Hates  refpedling  the  extraordinary 
powers  delegated  to  general  Wafhington, 
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69 
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138 
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Cooper  John,  efquire,  delegate  from  Jerfey, 

Copper  and  brafs  to  he  collected  in  Virginia, 

Cook  governor,  to  purchafe  a  prize, cargo, 

Cofneau  Ifaac,  appointed  captain  of  a  frigate. 

Currency  continental,  depriciators  of  it  noticed, 

D. 

Dallam  Richard,  deputy  paymafler  general  to  the 
flying  camp, 

Daw  Ion  Samuel,  his  rank  and  pay, 

Dartmouth  college  fupported, 

Dayton  Elias,  appointed  colonel, 

- furnifhed  with  arms, 

Decatur  Stephen,  obtains  leave  to  export  produce, 
Declaration  of  Congrefs  on  fittingout armed  veflels,  ig6.2u-, 

Declaration 


27 1 

268 

365 

56 

63 

87 


8- 


Page. 

Declaration  of  Independence,  *  241 

Declaration  of  lord  Howe,  ordered  to  be  published,  27^ 
Delaplace  captain,  his  cafe  confidered,  172 

Delaware  ftate,  difturbances  there,  2 10 

Delaware  river  fortified,  213 

Delegates  from  Connecticut,  24 

* - —  from  Maftachufetts,  46 

their  credentials,  56 

- — from  Maryland,  '  273.468 

—  - -  from  Pennfylvania,  277 

- - -  from  Virginia,  332 

— — - from  Delaware  ftate,  490 

- — - - from  New -Jer  fey,  492 

- - from  Georgia,  506 

De  Haas  John,  appointed  colonel,  3> 

De  Hurt  John,  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  69 

Departments  middle  and  fouthern  formed,  77 

Deputy’s  officers  to  make  monthly  returns,  201 

Deferters  from  the  pennfylvania  battalions,  392 

Difcipline  in  the  army  recommended,  363 

Dod  Timothy,  loofes  his  difpatehes  to  Congrefs,  435: 

- -  fent  to  jail,  440 

—  11  releafed,  50^ 

Douglafs  commodore,  ordered  to  the  Lakes,  110 

Dubois  major,  noticed  by  Congrefs,  227 

- promoted,  230 

Duche  reverend  Mr.  appointed  chaplain  to  Congrefs,  255: 

- — - his  refignation,  421 

~ — — —  gives  his  pay  to  a  charitable  ufe,  437 

Dunlap  James,  appointed  major,  20 

Dugan  monfieur,  his  fervices  acknowledged,  76 

— —  and  rewarded,  u  j 

Durham  Lewis,  appointed  furgeon,  72 

Durkee,  lieutenant  colonel  promoted,  303 

Dyer  Thomas,  appointed  major,  3 1 3 

E. 

Eafton  colonel,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  j3 

—  - his  petition  confidered,  i~t 

- - his  rank  and  pay,  294 

fiden  governor,  ordered  to  be  feized  with  his  papers,  i~6 
Ellery  William,  efquire,  delegate  from  Rhocledfland,  1  71 
Election  to  offices  of  profit,  how  conducted,  2ot 

Engineers  affiftant,  their  pay,  26.176 

Engroflers  of  neceflaries  for  the  armj',  bow  dealt 

440.479 
Ex  prelies 
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Express  between  New-York  and  Philadelphia, 

-b-ppes  brancis,  efquire,  promoted, 

F. 

Fads  general  ordered, 

Fidi  bourne  Benjamin,  appointed  paymader,  396 

Yield  officers  feveral  appointed  10.60.85.161 

I  iimey  William,  appointed  deputy  quartermafter, 

I*  lower  benjamin,  appointed  commifiary  of  military 

Flying  camp  eftablilhed, 

- -  r°  commanded  as  the  general  dial!  direct, 

•  -  augmented, 

bold  Jacob,  employed  in  making  gunpowder,  _/-r 

b  01  eignci  s  encouraged  to  leave  the  britidi  fervice,  310.350 
Fortney  Henry  appointed  lieutenant, 
blanks  David  commiflary  for  britidi  prifoners, 

-  obtains  leave  to  go  to  New-York, 

Franklin  governor  made  prifoner, 

- propofed  to  be  exchanged, 

*  - this  propofal  re-confidered, 

Frazer  Alexander  and  others  obtain  a  fafe  conduct  for 

them  to  Providence, 

Frazer  Percifer,  appointed  major, 
brunchedin  mondeur,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel, 
bry  Jofeph,  appointed  brigadier  general, 

- his  refignation, 

c. 

Oadfden  Chriflopher,  appointed  brigadier  general, 

Gallies,  to  be  built  on  the  delaware, 

' - in  Virginia, 

Gamble  captain,  imprifoned  for  ill  behaviour, 

Gates  Horatio,  efquire,  appointed  major  general, 

- to  command  in  Canada, 

hut  not  to  lupercede  general  Schuyler, 

Georgia,  exertions  for  its  defence, 

German  battalions  to  be  railed, 

- odicers  appointed, 

rank  of  the  odicers. 
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463 

397 
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79 
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270 
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217 
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250 


Gibfon  John,  efquire,  appointed  auditor  general, 

* - -  his  account  of  diiburfements, 

Gold  a  11  cl  diver  for  the  lervice  in  Canada, 

Gordon  captain,  allowed  to  vidt  general  Prefcott, 

Cmvet  Wiliiam,  clerk  in  the  auditor  general’s  ofhee, 

Covert  mondeur,  captain  lieutenant  in  the  artillerv, 

* 


I90.235 

253-27I.274 

274.390 
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424 

86 
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361 
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Green  John,  efquire,  appointed  major. 

Green  John,  efquire,  appointed  major. 

Green  Nathaniel,  efquire,  appointed  major  general. 
Green  way  Jofeph,  appointed  lieutenant  in  the  Dela¬ 
ware, 

Griffin  Samuel,  appointed  deputy  adjutant  general, 
Griffith  David,  appointed  chaplain  and  furgeon, 
Gwinnet  Button,  efquire,  delegate  from  Georgia, 


iX 
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95 

300 

3°3 


33 1 

275 
281 
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H. 

Halfey  lieutenant,  his  couducft  inquired  into,  17*348 

Halfted  John,  com  miliary  for  the  troops  in  Canada,  67 
Hallock  William,  captain  of  the  Hornet,  1 40 

Hall  Lyman,  delegate  from  Georgia,  178 

Haman  Ibbetfon,  his  petition  granted,  27 

Hancock  Ebenezer,  deputy  paymafter  general,  208 

Hancock  frigate  expedited  for  fea,  419 

Hancock  and  Adams  ffiip,  her  cargo  difpofed  ofj  461 

Hand  Edward,  promoted,  84 

Hartley  Thomas,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  20 

Harrifon  Benjamin,  paymafter  to  the  Virginia  troops,  64 
Hervey  John,  appointed  indian  commiflioner,  168 

Hard  money  imported  for  the  Canada  expedition,  177 
Harrifon  Robert  Hanfon,  his  rank,  201 

Hart  John,  efquire,  delegate  from  Jerfey,  236 

Harrifon  Benjamin,  efquire,  delegate  from  Virginia,  444 
Hailet  John,  appointed  colonel,  30 

Hazent captain,  his  lofles  inquired  into,  33*89 

— — —  appointed  colonel,  3^ 

- his  condutft  inquired  into,  29a 

- his  conducft  approved,  14^ 

• — his  accounts  adjufted,  430.389 

Heath  William,  efquire,  appointed  major  general,  303 
Hepbourn  Stacey,  refolves  on  his  petition,  89 

Heffians  encouraged  to  leave  the  britiffi  fervice,  310  330 
Hides  and  tallow  to  be  preferved  for  public  ufe,  475- 

Hillegas  Michael,  efquire,  to  pay  the  money  ftgners,  233 
Holland  Thomas,  appointed  lieutenant,  148 

Hopkins  commodore,  to  fend  a  lift  of  (lores  taken  at 

Providence,  13S 

- - his  condutft  inquired  into,  163.263 

- —  and  others  fummoned  to  anfwer  complaints,  212 

- cenfured  by  Congrefs,  313.314 

Hopkins  Stephen,  efquire,  delegate  from  Rhode-Ifland,  171 
Hopkinfon  Francis,  efquire,  delegate  from  New- Jerfey,  2  36 
3  * —  appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  navy  465 

Heyward  Thomas,  efquire,  delegate  from  South  Ca¬ 
rina,  U  3  "  147 
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Plorfes  allowed  to  aids-de-camp  travelling,  &c. 
to  general  officers, 
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176 

129 

176.177 


Horfe,  volunteers,  allowed  forage  and  rations, 

Plottages,  allowance  for  their  fupport, 

Hofpital  ettablifhed  in  Virginia, 

Hofpital  general,  regulations  of,  ,  270.405.470 

Hofpital  Pennfylvania,  borrowed  for  the  fick  foldiers,  494 
Hoofnagel  Michael,  appointed  adjutant,  346 

Hudfoifs  river  obttrucfled,  jg 

Hov  e  Robert,  e (quire,  appointed  brigadier  general,  80 
Kugonence  John,  obtains  leave  to  export,  87 

Hunter  James,  promoted,  * 

Hughes  James,  his  cafe,  #  134 

Hutton  doettor,  his  pay  flopped,  235 

Hampton  Richard,  his  rank  and  pay,  268 

Hubley  Bernard,  appointed  lieutenant,  312 


I. 

Jenkins  William,  his  refignation, 

Jewell  Robert,  appointed  keeper  of  the  Hate  prifon, 
Indians,  goods  imported  for  them, 

- - refolves  refpedling  them  and  their  trade, 

- endeavours  to  civilize  them, 

Indians  not  to  be  employed  as  foldiers  without  the 
confent  of  the  tribe  to  which  they  belong, 

Indian  affairs,  refolves  refpeefling  them, 

Indian  trailers  to  be  licenfed, 

Indians,  means  of  fupplying  them  with  neceffaries, 

- treaties  to  be  held  with  them, 

Indian  deputies  attend  Congrefs, 
a  fpeech  made  to  them, 


Indian  chief  gives  a  name  to  the  prefident, 
Indian  commiffloners,  their  pay, 

Indian  affairs, 

Indian  commiffioners,  their  accounts  reported, 
Indian  deputies  admitted  to  Congrefs,  . 

- a  fpeech  made  to  them. 

Independence  fir  11  moved  in  Congrefs, 

-  refolved  upon, 

— - -  declared, 

Jnliflment  of  apprentices  prohibited, 

- of  perfons  under  age,  how  difeharged, 

- conditions  of,  in  the  eaftern  troops, 

- for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 

Independent  companies  to  be  raifed, 
hmes  James,  appointed  major, 
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Inftruclions  to  the  Canada  commiflioners,  97 

- ,  to  the  commanders  of  privateers,  119 

- to  the  commiflioners  of  the  northern  army,  445 

- to  the  commiffioners  for  adj lifting  the  accounts 

of  the  army,  472 

Jofiah  lieutenant,  cruelly  treated  by  the  enemy,  299 

Journals  of  Congrefs  to  be  re  printed,  391 

Irwine  William,  appointed  colonel,  20 

- directed  to  purchafe  arms,  66 

Juge  Mr.  permitted  to  export,  40 

Irvine  colonel,  refolves  refpetfting  his  battalion, 


K. 

Kearney  Michael,  reimburfed  the  value  of  liis  boat,  126 
Kepple  and  Steinmitz,  their  memorial  rejected,  4S 

Kermovan  monfieur,  employed  in  fortifying  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  237 

- appointed  engineer,  and  his  pay  afcertained,  26S 

Kirkland  Mofes,  makes  his  efcape,  163 

-  means  for  re-taking  him,  167 

Knolton  major,  promoted,  305 

Knox  Henry,  to  purchafe  copper,  322 

— —  appointed  brigadier  general,  5*4 

Kofciufzko  Thaddeus,  appointed  engineer,  423 


L. 

Labal  Ignace,  his  petition  confidered, 

Lamb  captain,  honoured  and  promoted. 

Lands  to  be  given  to  officers  and  foldiers  inlifting 

during  the  war,  3  5 

not  aflignable, 
re-confidered, 

-  Maryland  offers  money  in  lieu, 

offered  to  defer ters  from  the  britifh  army, 
Langdon  John,  appointed  agent  of  piizes, 

Lawrence  Will,  appointed  pay  mailer, 

Lawfon  Robert,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel. 

Lead  mine  in  New-York  government, 

Lee  general,  reinforced, 

- to  command  the  troops  in  Canada,  and  be  fup- 

plied  by  the  convention  of  New-York, 

- Congrefs  engage  to  fupport  him, 

- honoured  by  Congrefs, 

— —  attends  Congrefs, 

— * —  money  advanced  him, 

t—  his  treatment  as  a  prifoner  inquired  into,  and 
money  fent  for  his  ufe. 
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Letters  of  governor  Franklin  and  C.  Skinner  intercepted,  16 
to  and  from  foldiers  in  actual  fervice  franked,  1 7 

- -  to  generals  free  of  poftage, 

- - -  not  to  be  flopped,  except,  &c. 

-  from  lord  Howe  to  the  governors  publiflied, 

- of  the  board  of  war,  poll  free, 

to  Congrefs  loft  by  the  exprefs, 


Levy  is  And  tew,  efquire,  appointed  brigadier  general, 
Livingfton  William,  delegate  from  Nevv-Jerfey 
Livingfton  Ab.  his  refignation,  9 

Livingfton  deputy  commitfary,  his  refignation, 
Linkinfdorf  Lewis,  appointed  adjutant. 

Loan-office  continental  eftablifhed, 

- certificates,  penalty  on  counterfeiting, 

certificates,  their  denominations. 


Lottery  continental,  refolved  on, 

- 7-  fcheme  of  it, 

- pay  of  the  managers, 

- managers  appointed, 

mode  of  drawing, 


- farther  regulations  of, 

Lowry  Thomas,  directed  to  fend  pork  to  Canada, 
Lovell  James,  his  fuffe rings  and  fpirited  conduct, 
ordered  to  be  exchanged. 


Ludwig  Charles,  appointed  furgeon, 

Lynch  Thomas,  efquire,  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  147 


Mr 
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355 
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472 

486 
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142 
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284 

464 
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Macpherfon  John,  appointed  major, 

Macdonnough  Thomas,  promoted, 

Macknight  James,  his  prize,  how  to  be  difpofed  of,  121 

- - his  cafe  coniidered,  182.186 

Macmurray  William,  appointed  lieutenant,  271.343 


Macdougal  Alexander,  appointed  brigadier  general, 
Macintcfh  Lachlan,  brigadier  general, 

Macumber  enfign,  his  acquittal  by  a  court-martial  in¬ 
quired  into, 

Macdonald  Mr.  to  be  exchanged  for  a  brigadier  gene- 
.  ral  only, 

Mackenzie  dotftor,  ordered  to  purchafe  medicines, 
Magaw  Robert,  appointed  colonel. 


30  3 
356 


394 


Magazines  of  provilions,  &c.  eftablifhed. 


394 

519 
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Marine  committee  to  have  the  direction  of  the  fleet, 

- to  purchafe  an  armed  veffel, 

- to  purchafe  the  fhip  Molly, 

— —  to  fit  out  two  armed  cutters^ 

- to  build  two  gallies, 


508.512 


39 

91 

111 

118 

134 


«*• 


INDEX  to  V  o  l.  II.  xiii 

Page. 

_ recommend  officers  for  the  ffiips  of  war,  203.214 

^ — . —  recommend  officers  of  marines,  230 

— —  to  purchafe  the  brig  Catharine,  232 

- to  order  the  cruifes  of  the  vedels  of  war,  297 

- - to  purchafe  naval  (tores  and  report  plans  of  ffiips 

to  increafe  the  navy,  326 

- - to  import  as  much  fait  as  poffible,  392 

-t — -  to  negociate  the  diftribution  of  prizes,  420 

- to  dired:  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  460.461 

— —  return  money  advanced  them,  50 1 

« - -  to  employ  cruizers  off  the  capes,  to  give  notice 

to  inward  bound  velfels,  503 

Marines,  their  rank  and  privileges,  438 

Manly  William,  appointed  captain  of  a  frigate,  138 

Martler’s  rock,  fortifications  there,  64 

Marmajou  monlieur,  permitted  to  export,  78 

Marffiall  Thomas,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  3°^ 

Maryland  offers  money  in  lieu  of  land  to  foldiers,  Sec.  438 
Maryland  militia  to  have  rations  in  lieu  of  mileage, 
with  fundry  refolves  refpeding  them,  492.494 

Mac  Henry  dodor,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  328 

Maflenback  monlieur,  appointed  engineer,  4  1 13 

Malfachufetts-Bay,  troops  to  be  railed  there,  173 

- - offering  larger  bounties  than  thofe  propofed 

by  Congrefs,  difapproved,  456 

Matthews  captain,  his  draft  on  the  treafury  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  24 

Mattrofles  raifedfor  the  Canada  expedition,  33 

Maxwell  colonel,  fupplied  with  military  (lores,  34.46.63 
- - urged  to  compleat  his  battalion,  38 

—  - appointed  brigadier  general,  429 

Meafam  George,  his  pay,  334 

_ _ appointed  com  miliary  of  cloatliing,  418 

Meafe  James,  commiffiary  to  the  pennfylvania  batta¬ 
lions,  39 

—  - -  to  furniffi  the  barracks  with  necedaries,  59 

—  urged  to  exert  himfelf  in  providing  for  the 

army,  ,  480 

- —  to  fettle  with  the  maryland  militia,  492 

« - to  fettle  with  colonel  Hay’s  battalion,  499 

Medal,  a  gold  one  ordered  in  honour  of  general  Waffi- 
ington,  ^  f  109 

Melchior  Ifaac,  inful ts  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  84 

makes  con ceffions,  8- 

Mercer  Hugh,  efquire,  appointed  brigadier  general,  202 
Meafe  James,  to  purchafe  goods  from  H.  Levy,  491 

^ this  refolve  re-eonddered,  498 
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Mifflin  Thomas,  efquire,  appointed  brigadier  general 

- to  refume  the  office  of  quartermafter  feneral  III 

directed  to  remain  at  Philadelphia,  ’ 

Miffl'  throuS.h  the  counties  to  rouze  the  people  to! 

JV  it  hn  John,  appointed  regimental  paymafter  ’  a  . . 
Middleton  Arthur  a„i__  £  J  ’  .  341 


Middleton  Arthur,  efquire/delegite  ST S-Caro- 


147 

41 s 
17 


Mileage  allowed  to  foldiers  travelling 
*  1  *tia/Mthe  !°’r  011  Hudfon’s  river  difcharged 
- difdmrgid  67’  NeW'York  and  Conned, 'cut 

to  reinforce  the  troops  in  Canada  and  New- 
V  ork, 

in  fervice,  regularly  paid  and  victualled, 
officers  allowed  rations  on  their  march, 

- how  to  be  paid  off, 

- reinforcing  general  Wafflington,  how  paid,  ,ro 

money  advanced  on  their  account,  how  certified,  r,o 
— —  of  Virginia  encouraged,  9  * 

Military  flores  in  Philadelphia  left  in  general  Put-  ' 3 
nam  s  charge,  & 

Money  advanced  to  the  paymafter  general,  ,7.45.52.53^6 
-  to  Willing  and  Morris,  l66'223-29i-322.333.349.4,2 


129. 130 

197-198 

2or 

33  4 
386 
509 
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to  Thomas  Lowrey, 
to  South -Carolina, 


to  Pennfyl  vania, 

to  Delaware  Bate, 
to  colonel  Hazen, 
to  colonel  Antil, 


19*63.105. 142.457 
30.226.484 

21.32. 102.235.237.326.393.464 

474*49^*504.5ii 
36.59.104.304 
37-430.432 

to  James  Moaf.  42.11. j, .<6. 78.88.95’.', "I'.iso.”,! 

-  to  North-Carolina,  .2  ✓ 

-  to  the commifi, oners  for indian affairs,  40.160.364.480 

-  to  Maflachufetts-Bay,  '  4S-184.r92.47? 

-  to  the  marine  committee,  4i-i2.331.50f 

0  Irg,,,,a>  47. 61.109. 149. 190.277. 427 

-  to  the  Hates'  railing  recruits  for  the  Canada 

expedition,  ft  ■ 

-  to  the  committee  of  Trenton,  03  38 

-  to  New-York  55.fi8.1a4.12j.381 

-  to  colonel  Bull, 

-  to  Samuel  Fairlarob,  61.90.112.t4! 

•  to  New-jerfey,  4.38.65 

to  Carpenter  Wharton,  7i.i29.206.269.499 
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to  Maryland,  76.235.254.260.31 7.323.355.478 

to  the  commiffioners  for  purchafing  muikets,  &c.  86 

to  Connecticut,  84.130. 184. 216. 505 

to  the  commiffloners  for  purchafing  fiioes,  &c.  88.146 

96.145 
102 
S03 
•  104 
2& 
106 
108 
108 
in 
in 

1x3.114, 
1 14 

•  116 

117.304 
12  x 

i2r 

131.x36.137.j07 
146 


to  general  Schuyler 
to  colonel  Magaw, 
to  Mr.  Charles  Stewart, 
to  Baron  Woedtke, 
to  monfieur  Regonville, 
to  Mr.  Colg,  in  Ipecie, 
to  the  Canada  commiffioners, 
to  Mr.  Walker, 
to  William  Barrel!, 
to  Jeremiah  Dugan, 
to  captain  Arundel, 
to  captain  Romans, 
to  monlieur  Belletre, 
to  meffieurs  Price  and  Haywood, ' 
to  monfieur  la  Fontaine, 
to  monfieur  St.  Aulaire, 
to  colonel  Price, 
to  Robert  Morris,  efquire, 
to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  146.294.313. 339. 418. 423. 441 

476.4S2.512 

•  to  Ephraim  Blaine, 

-  to  colonel  Eafton, 

■  to  Mr.  Edy, 

■  to  Mr.  George  Evans, 

■  to  colonel  Hafiet, 

•  to  colonel  Hand, 

•  to  Mr.  Giafon, 

-  to  the  cannon  committee, 
to  New-Hampfhire, 

•  to  general  Mifflin, 
to  Ebenezer  Hancock, 
to  James  Grier, 

•  to  Charles  Thomfon,  elquire, 

■  to  captain  Matthew  Smith, 
on  account  of  Benjamin  Harrifon, 
to  John  Walker,  efquire, 
to  Georgia, 
to  colonel  Stevenfon, 
to  the  fecret  committee, 
to  Clement  Biddle,  with  in  ftr  actions, 
to  David  Franks, 

'  to  James  Wilfon,  efquire, 
to  colonel  M‘Cay, 


148.197.274.432 

1  51.293 

152 

155.212.254 

157.303 
158.208 
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185.300 
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to  meffieurs  Hughes,  279.794 

-  to  captain  Robert  Johnfon, 

-  to  docftor  William  Shippen,  28^ 

-  to  Richard  Dallam,  291.333.34j.418.423.471.476 

479-504. 


to  Lutlwick  Kercher, 
to  Thaddeus  Sturges, 
to  Francis  Lewis,  efquire, 
to  the  committee  of  Lancafler, 
to  Jonathan  Meredith, 
to  mefiieurs  Simon  and  Campbell, 
to  the  auditor  general, 
to  John  David  Whelper, 
to  Abiel  Leonard, 


294.309 

295 

297 

299*339*4°° 

700 

309 

312 
3i4 
3i4 


to  commiffioners  for  fettling  the  northern  ac¬ 


counts, 

to  Alexander  Todd,  and  to  Mark  Bird, 
to  Mr.  Philip  Schuyler, 
to  the  medical  committee, 
to  Rhode-lfland, 
to  George  Morgan,  efquire, 
to  Zebulon  Butler, 

—  to  Robert  Ervvine, 

—  on  account  of  general  Arnold^ 

—  to  Eleazer  Wheelock, 

'  t 

—  to  the  quartermafter  general, 

—  to  general  Lee, 

—  to  Sion  Martindale, 

—  to  commiffioners  for  building  wharfs,  &c. 

—  to  Richard  Peters,  efquire, 

—  to  colonel  Buckner, 

—  to  colonel  Scott, 

—  to  colonel  Haufleger, 

—  to  meffieurs  Evans  and  Stretch 

—  to  colonel  Lawfon, 

—  to  captains  Holland,  Harris,  and  Smith 

—  to  captain  Long, 

—  to  colonel  Whitely, 

—  to  colonel  Lambert  Cadwallader, 

— ■  to  colonel  Penrofe, 

—  to  captain  Doyle, 

—  to  Robert  Jewell, 

—  to  colonel  Sy mines, 

—  to  Gunning  Bedford, 

—  to  major  Ottendorf, 

—  to  Mr.  G ovett, 

—  to  Robert  Patton, 
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—  to  captain  Nelfon,  44 

—  to  clodtor  Way,  and  to  Mr.  Sproat,  504 

—  to  John  Boyd,  and  to  colonel  Richardfon,  509 

— —  to  James  Nourfe, ,  5*3 

—  to  Mr.  John  Griffith,  S1^ 


—  to  commiffioners  for  employing  Salifbury  works, 5 19 
Money  (truck  for  exchanging  ragged  bills,  1 1 

- - new  emiffions  of  66.164.308 

— —  denominations  of  the  bills,  71.185 


Monopolizers  noticed,  440.479 

Montgomery  general,  killed  at  Quebec,  28 

- Congrefs  order  a  funeral  oration  on  him,  55 

- -  a  monument  ordered  for  him,  38 

Montgomery  John,  appointed  indian  commiffioner,  247 

Montgomery  captain  with  his  crew,  form  an  artillery 
company,  489 

Montgomery  fort  garrifoned,  '  383 

Mod  re  James,  efquire,  brigadier  general,  80 

Morgan  John,  appointed  firft  lieutenant,  23 

Morgan  George,  efquire,  agent  for  indian  affairs,  127 

-  - . —  directed  to  purchafe  goods  at  Pittfburg,  167 

£ -  to  draw  on  the  indian  commiffioners,  1  75 

Morgan  docftor,  and  dodtor  Stringer,  their  depart¬ 
ments  afcertained,  320 

-  his  department  farther  afcertained,  483 

Morris  Robert,  efquire,  to  purchafe  bills  of  exchange,  136 

—  -  makes  report,  146 

• - —  to  borrow  money  for  the  marine  department,  505 

Moultrie  William,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  276 

■ - -  appointed  brigadier  general,  356 

Moylan  Stephen,  efquire,  appointed  quartermafter  ' 

general,  *  ,  201 


— -  his  refignation, 

Moyle  Jacob,  quartermafter,  and  Eberheart  Michael 
paymafter  to  the  german  battalion. 


39  £ 

437 


N.  ' 

Naval  ftores,  how  to  be  exported  from  Carolina, 
Naval  committee,  account  of  their  expenditures. 
Navy  Board  firft  eftablifhed, 

—  ‘  ■■  falary  of  the  commiffioners. 

Naval  officers,  their  rank  and  pay. 

Navy  augmented, 

New- fork  delegates  receive  new  inftrmftions 
New*  York,  meafures  for  its  defence, 

X  3  - 
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295 
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accedes  to  the  declaration  of  independence,  265 

* - not  to  be  damaged  by  general  Wafhington’s 

troops,  0  o 

-  exertions  for  its  defence, 

~~ - -  to  raife  another  battalion, 

New-Jerfey,  troops  provided  for  and  money  advanced,  1 4 

- minute  men,  their  pay,  ,  ,, 

Negroes  free,  may  inlift,  but  no  others,  26 

New-Hamplhire,  troops  to  be  raifed  there 
Nicholfon  colonel,  his  conduct  inquired  into, 

Nixon  John,  appointed  brigadier  general, 

Nixon  John,  efquire,  appointed  commiflioner  of  the 
navy, 

North-Carolina,  field-officers  commiffioned, 

^  acancies  to  be  filled  by  the  convention, 

“  aric^  Georgia  to  fend  committees  to  Charlef- 

town,  to  confer  on  means  of  defence, 

"  additional  battalions  raifed,  field  pieces,  pow¬ 
der  and  medicine  fent  there,  and  their  field 
officers  appointed, 

rangers  on  continental  eflablifhment, 

* - -  to  draw  on  the  prefident, 

— -  to  embody  their  militia, 

•Northern  army,  mode  of  fupplying  it, 

- -  refolves  refpecling  it, 

o. 

Oath  of  allegiance. 

Officers,  to  be  accountable  for  wafle  of  (lores, 

- -  in  the  2d  Canadian  regiment,  how  appointed, 

-  of  the  Jerfey  battalions,  allowed  a  bounty  on 

recruits, 

-  having  ferved  in  Canada,  to  be  preferred, 

- -  in  the  New-York  battalions,  refolve  refpeding 

them, 

- departing  from  orders,  to  be  called  to  account,  165 

-  to  make  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in 

chief, 

— * —  in  the  commiflary  general’s  department,  their 
pay  and  rations 

— —  appointed  to  15  fhips  of  war,  ' 

-  to  the  pennfylvania  battalion  in  Canada,  211.214 

-  having  ferved  in  Canada,  provided  for  and 

their  condutfi  inquired  into,  227.248 

-  to  colonel  Dubois’s  battalion,  231 

- to  the  Virginia  rifle  company,  and  colonel  Ste- 

venfon’s  battalion,  .  254260.345.35? 

- to 
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to  the  pennfylvania  battalion, 
to  the  fhip  Rawleigh,  r 

naval,  feveral  appointed, 
to  the  Rhode-Ifland  battalions,  > 

feveral  appointments  in  the  ai  my, 
to  the  Weftmoreland  troops, 
to  colonel  Warner’s  battalion, 
not  to  hold  two  commiffions  at  once, 

French,  feveral  appointed, 
to  colonel  Hand’s,  colonel  Ward’s,  and  other 

regiments, 

engaging  during  the  war,  their  pay,  ^ 
in  adtual  fervice,  to  be  preferred  in  the  new 

eftabliffim  ent,  .  . 

non-commiffioned  and  foldiers  engaging  during 
the  war,  to  have  annually  a  fuit  of  cloaths, 
appointed  and  promoted  in  the  Virginia  batta¬ 
lions, 

not  to  be  allowed  for  arms  loft  01  taken, 


389 

402 

403 

404 

408 

4*4 


fick  or  di fabled,  how  admitted  into  the  hofpitals,  470 

to  colonel  Hazen’s  regiment,  1  5©i 

engaging  during  the  war,  when  their  pay  ftiall 
commence. 
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84 

101 

452 

495 


Ogden  Matthias,  promoted, 

O’Hara  James,  promoted, 

Ottendorf  Mynheer,  appointed  brevet  captain, 

_  _ promoted  and  directed  to  raife  an  independant 

company, 

Painter  major,  complaints  againft  him, 

Palfrey  William,  efquire,  appointed  paymafter  gene¬ 
ral, 

- -  his  rank, 

Parole,  form  of  one  to  be  figned  by  prifoners, 

Parfons  Samuel  Holden,  efquire,  brigadier  general, 

Patterfon  John,  appointed  adjutant, 

Patterfon  Samuel,  efquire,  iupplies  Congrefs  with 
gold  and  filver. 

Pay  of  officers  and  foldiers  to  be  made  in  perfon, 

Paymafter  general  at  Cambridge  to  draw  bills  on  Con- 
grefs,  , 

Pay  of  the  Maryland  troops  going  to  Accamack, 

- of  troops  in  the  middle  department, 

Paymafter  regimental,  his  pay  and  rank,  268.407 

Paymafter  general  to  make  weekly  returns  to  Con- 

grefs>  „  *?* 

Pay-rolls, 
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343 
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Pay-rolls,  how  to  be  made  out, 

I’eac^,  proposals  of  to  be  made  to  Congrefs  only, 

,,  'r.cf  1  imothy,  to  be  profecuted, 

1  elliter  Chriftian,  appointed  engineer, 

1  ennfylvama,  to  call  out  her  aflbciators. 

——  ordered  to  join  general  W'afhington, 

by'  brevet,,eUr,!  aid'de‘ca!”P  t0  general  Waflrington 

pf|T'^^lc,h.arcl’ ei3uire>  Secretary  to  the  board  of  war,  211 
bn  la  !?  U.a  al!.oclators  honoured  by  Congrefs, 

Phelps  Noah,  his  petition  conlidered, 

'  l’'K  er’  no^  aI|owed  in  the  continental  army, 

\  oi*:>  not  to  6e  Hopped  except,  &c. 

Poilma'ters  exempt  from  military  duty, 

_  oltriders  exempt  from  military  duty  ' 

Poll  office  regulated,  '  7  ^ 

] ’oltriders  and  exprefles  eftablilhed, 

Poitma'ler’s  deputy  at  camp,  allowed  rations, 

p0tt^0natyan?  flirgeon  in  the  Canada  department, 

1  owdo  a  lived  at  Egg*  Harbour, 

- -  imparted  and  Jifpofed  of,  ' 

- -  manufacture  of,  promoted, 

lent  to  New-Jerfey,  Virginia,  and  Canada, 
lent  to  general  Washington, 


infpetftors  appointed,  and  regulations  concern- 

imr  ir  ...  /  •  - 


64 

I48 

67 

138 

252 

301 

.336 

446 

446 

203 

12 

57 

58 

63.6  4 

70 


lllg  It, 

fent  to  general  Gates, 
•  •  •  ’ 


Prentice  major,  promoted, 

Prefcot  general,  clofe  confined, 

•  and  captain  Chafe  fent  to  Philadelphia 
-  examined,  *  *  ’ 

committed  to  jail, 


333-339 
35 :5 
305 

3 

35 

>9 

43 


phyficians  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  his  health,  4  j 

3  mWPfl  rt  G.'  •  .  •  9  “t’ 


allowed  a  fervant  and  phyfician, 
removed,  to  private  lodgings, 
his  baggage  plundered, 


•  Prefident  of  Congrefs  to  Ul'ue  blank  commiffions, 
allowed  a  private  fecretary, 

- to  employ  evprefles, 

i  rcflon  major,  admitted  to  give  parole, 

i  1  ice  Mi.  thanked  for  his  fervices  to  general  Montpo- 

mery,  4  " 

— —  appointed  deputy  commi/lary  general  of  (lores,  1 1 2 
1  rice  and  Haywood,  to  draw  bills  on  the  prefident,  143 
-  — —  their  accounts  fettled,  I  v  304.308 

A: 1  Honors  at  Trenton,  refolves  concerning  them,  22 

ar  E  fop  us,  inpplied  with  neceiftaries,  ‘  40* 

-•  ■«* — ■*—  n  0 1 
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not  to  be  inlifted,  46 

an  account  of  them  ordered  to  be  taken,,  48 

taken  by  colonel  Heard,  and  refolves  concerning 

them,  .  52.77 

in  Canada,  meafures  taken  for  their  releafe,  86 

regulations  of,  1p1.125.13j.179 

attempt  an  efcape,  112 

exchanged,  167 

not  exchangeable  but  by  authority  of  Congrefs,®  219 
taken  on  board  merchantmen  not  be  exchanged 

221 
261.47  c 
230.279 
296 

31 7 

419 
421 

44° 


for  thofe  taken  in  Ihips  of  war, 
a  confpiracy  for  releafing  them, 
mode  of  exchange, 
taken  at  fea  may  be  inlifted, 
in  Canada,  fupplied  with  neceftaries, 
at  Carlifle,  complain  of  ill  ufage, 
allowance  increafed, 
indulged  and  fupplied  with  neceftaries. 


- - removed  from  Philadelphia, 

— * —  from  North-Carolina  and  Philadelphia  taken 
care  of, 

— —  efcape  from  Baltimore, 

Privateers,  frit  reiolves  concerning  them, 

- - -  form  of  their  commiffions, 

— y—  refolves  and  inftrucftions. 

Prize  money,  diftribucion  of, 

Produce  to  be  exported  for  arms,  &c. 

Promotions  to  be  made  by  Congrefs  only, 

Provifions  lodged  at  Albany, 

Puplopen’s  Hill  fortified, 

Putnam  Rufus,  appointed  engineer, 

1  iitnam  geneial,  to  command  in  the  defence  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  5o^ 


507. 509.510 

518 

106 

ii  6 

1 18.283 
13.420.429 

1 99 

166 

483 

12 
297 


Quartermafter  general  to  make  weekly  returns, 

Quartermafters  not  to  prefs  horfes,  See.  but  in  cafes 
of  neceftity, 

Quebec,  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  againft  it, 

- - —  an  account  of  the  expedition  to  be  publifhed 

Sheen’s  county,  in  New- York,  refules  to  join  in  the 
allociation, 

T - —  ordered  to  be  difarmed, 

~ - names  of  the  principal  mal-contents, 

-  an  expedition  there  directed, 


295 


407 

28 
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no 

150 


Randolph  Edmund,  deputy  muftermafter  general. 

- his  refignation, 

Rank  of  officers  appointed  on  the  fame  day,  determined,  0 
Rank  and  pay  of  naval  officers, 

Rank  of  the  deputy  muftermafter  general  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  department. 

Rangers  of  Carolina  put  on  the  eftabliftiment, 
their  rank. 


Rations,  their  value  afcertained, 
allowance  to  officers, 


-  of  the  Virginia  troops,  how  afcertained, 

rr*  *  n  •  it-  ' 


450 

283 

35<S 

36r 

424 

509 


28. 165.291 
2oI 
303 
307 
295 


Recruiting  officers,  inftrucftions  and  allowance 
to  them, 

Read  Jofeph,  efquire,  adjutant  general. 

Read  James,  brigadier  general, 

Reade  Ifaac,  colonel. 

Regulations  in  the  army, 

— - in  the  northern  army,  484.516.517 

Richmond  county  fend  deputies  to  the  convention  of 
New- York, 

Rickman  William,  director  of  the  hofpital  in  Virginia,  177 
Rifles  to  be  purchafed  in  Virginia,  j  76 

Rifle  battalion  raifed  in  Virginia,  177 

Rifle  companies  raifed  in  New- York,  234 

Road  from  Newbury  into  Canada  to  be  opened,  166 

Roche  de  Fermoy  appointed  brigadier  general,  447 

Ritzeina  Rudolphus,  appointed  colonel,  ill 

Romans  Bernard,  his  petition  confidered,  6 1 

Romand  de  Lifle,  major  of  artillery,*  456 

Rofs  George,  promoted,  IQt 

Rofs  Alexander,  to  be  feized  with  his  papers,  136 

- -  brought  to  Philadelphia,  153 

-  releafed,  168 

Rofs  James,  his  petition  confidered,  386 

Rutledge  John  and  Edward,  efquires,  delegates  from 
South-Carolina,  147 


s. 

Sanfom,  Murray  &  Co.  their  memorial  confidered, 
Salt-petrc,  the  manufacture  of  it  recommended, 
Salt,  the  price  of  it  limited, 

- the  limitation  taken  oft, 


Salted  provifions,  &c.  not  to  be  exported, 

Schuyler  general,  refolves  lefpecting  the  northern 

army  in  confequenrc  of  his  letter  to  Congrefs, 


57 

23.74 

194 
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252 
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to  audit  general  Montgomery’s  accounts, 

■■■  1  -  —  inftrudted  and  inverted  with  new  powers, 

- ■ —  his  proceedings  againft  the  tories  in  Tryon 

county  approved,  48 

- to  nominate  officers  for  the  New-York  regiment,  49 

" —  his  appointments  and  advance  of  bounty 

approved,  49 

- - -  to  command  the  troops  in  New-York  go¬ 
vernment,  fry 

- - ftationed  at  Albany,  .  83 

-  difeontents  in  his  army,  2?8 

- - -  his  refignation  not  accepted,  397 

to  arrange  colonel  Elmore’s  regiment- — to  pro¬ 
vide  for  officers  having  ferved  in  Canada — 
obtains  leave  to  attend  Congrefs — to  make 
prefents  of  cloathing  to  the  Indians,  450 

- - —  inftruertions  to  him,  182.188 

- - to  diftribute  the  ftores,  &c.  taken  on  the 

Sorrel,  agreeable  to  general  Montgomery’s 

Promife>  290.447 

Sfcott  Charles,  appointed  colonel,  3 o7 

Scull  Peter,  promoted, 

Seal  of  the  United  States,  a  device  laid  before  Congrefs,  321; 
Seamen  encouraged  to  inlirt  in  the  fervice  of  S.  Carolina,  29 

- - a  bounty  on  their  importation,  1  28 

Secret  committee,  to  man  and  arm  veflels  importing 
public  rtores, 

to  lay  their  proceedings  before  Congrefs, 

— 8 —  they  comply  with  this  order, 

"  to  deliver  all  arms,  Sec,  to  the  board  of  war, 

- to  fit  out  veflels  to  cruife  in  the  briti fh  chahtiel,  290 

— — —  to  direirt  the  dertination  of  continental  cruifers,  410 
‘  report  the  arrival  of  feveral  cargoes,  417.^23.42$ 
— —  to  provide  equipage  for  the  horfe,  48^ 

Sellock  Simeon,  his  petition  confidered,  1 

Seijeant  Jonathan  D.  efquire,  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  69 
Serjeant  major,  quartermafter  general,  &c.  how  to  be 
appointed,  . 

^eivants  not  to  inlift-  without  confent  of  their  mailers,  2  4 

186 
70  2 
50$ 


r  38 
167 
1 70 

92 


tbhee  John,  efquire,  appointed  colonel, 

— —  his  battalion  furnifhed  with  arms 
- - -  his  refignation, 

Sheldon  Eliffia,  to  command  a  regiment  of  cavalry, 
Shephard  William,  promoted. 

Shipwrights  ordered  for  Ticonderoga, 

- —  this  refolve  re-confidered,  '  0 

Shippen  William,  appointed  captain  of  an  armed  veffel,  104 

Shippen 


-0; 
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Shippen  William,  appointed  phyfician  to  the  flying 

camp,  267 

Ships  of  war  named  and  officered,  203 

Shipwrights  fent  to  lake  Champlain,  their  pay,  &c.  240 

Ships  of  war  to  be  honoured  by  private  vellels,  436 

Sick  foldiors  provided  for,  '  474 

Skinner  Cortland,  to  be  examined  and  confined,  16 

Smith  doctor,  to  deliver  an  oration  on  general  Mont¬ 
gomery,  . 

Smith  doClor  John,  examined  and  confined,  29 

Smith  Richard,  efquire,  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  69 
Smith  Jonathan  Bayard)  efqnire,  deputy  muftermafter 
general,  2  54 

- his  refignation,  .  392 

Smith  William,  appointed  druggift,  320 

Smallwood  William,  appointed  brigadier  general,  429 
Soldiers  going  to  Canada,  their  wives  to  receive  part 

of  their  pay,  36 

- not  to  be  arrefled  for  fmall  debts,  47 

- or  Tailors  difabled  to  be  on  half  pay,  327 

- encouraged  to  inlift  during  the  war,  358.404 

— - —  difabled,  not  to  be  difeharged  without  a  certi¬ 
ficate  of  difability,  395 

- drafted  for  the  quartermafter’s  ufe,  their  pay,  396 

Southern  ftates,  meafures  for  their  defence,  109 

South-Carolina,  refolves  concerning  the  troops  there,  22£ 
Spencer  Jofeph,  appointed  major  general,  303 

Spottfwood  Alexander,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  306 
Spies,  ,refolves  concerning  them,  229.322 

6 
65 
303 
281 
103 

11 3 

43 
86 

342 
342 

357 
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St.  Clair  Arthur,  efqnire,  appointed  colonel, 

-  his  battalion  ordered  to  Canada, 

- appointed  brigadier  general, 

St.  Martin  monfieur,  appointed  engineer, 

St.  Aulair  monfieur,  to  raife  a  company  in  Canada, 

Srafiler  John,  appointed  engineer, 

Sterling  iord,  commended  for  taking  an  enemy’s  fliip, 

. -  appointed  brigadier  general, 

- -  exchanged, 

Stephen  Adam,  appointed  brigadier  general, 

States  to  furnifh  their  quota  of  troops, 

. .  urged  to  a  full  reprefentation  in  Congrefs, 

to  make  legal  provifion  for  fupplying  the  quar¬ 
tern!  after  general  at  reafonable  rates, 
urged  to  import  military  ftorcs, 
neglecting  to  fend  commilfionei s  to  camp,  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington  to  appoint  officers  for  them,  443 
Southern,  to  lay  up  military  ftores,  471 

— — —  urged 


396 

433 


urged  to  compleat  their  levies, 
their  claims  to  lands,  o.  nroportion  of  cx- 

1  *  _  i  1 _  _  _  _  A 
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pences,  not  determined,  hy  previous  refolves, 
Stewart  Major,  promoted. 

Stores  removed  from  Philadelphia, 

Sutlers  lo  the  army  in  Canada,  regulated, 

— -  encouraged, 

Surgeons,  refolves  concerning  them, 

„  to  the  Virginia  battalion,  how  appointed, 

regimental, 


477 
4/t 
*  499 

68 

113.2  70 

160 


in  the  army  and  navy  to  be  examined, 


201 


394 


regimental,  to  be  under  controul  oi  tne  di¬ 
rectors,  394 

Sullivan  John,  appointed  major  general,  303 

_ _ delivers  a  verbal  meflage  from  general  Howe, 

339.340 

► - —  exchanged,  342 

Suger  Frederick,  appointed  quarterni  after,  349 

Supplies  voted  for  the  army,  39^ 

T. 

Taylor  John,  efquire,  appointed  judge  advocate,  160 

Tea,  refolves  concerning  the  fale  of  it,  132 

Temple  Harriot,  her  petition  conftdered,  332 

Tents  provided  for  the  army,  •  44*3  42 

Thomfon  William,  efquire,  appointed  brigadier  general,  80 

'  83 

276 
390 


Thomas  general,  promoted, 

Thomfon  colonel,  honoured  by  Congrefs, 

Thiftle  fchooner,  her  condemnation  reverfed, 

Thornton  Matthew,  efquire,  delegate  from  New- 
Hampfhire, 

Ticotideroga  fort  repaired, 

exertions  for  its  defence, 

Tiley  li  eutenant,  ordered  to  be  exchanged, 

Tories  to  be  difarmed, 

— - —  not  to  be  molefted  without  legal  procefs, 

- -  from  New-Jerfey,  difpofed  of, 

- -  fome  difeharged  on  ligning  a  declaration, 

Trade,  regulations  of, 

— —  communicated  to  foreign  nations, 

-- -  reftrieftions  on  it  taken  \ff, 

Treafury  board,  their  powers,  • 

Travelling  charges  allowed  the  deputy  commiffimes 
in  Virginia,  424 

Troops  not  brined  to  be  diftniffied,  102 

raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  Penn- 
fyl  vania,  323 

Y  3  — —  officers 
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-- —  officers  appointed, 

'  lioni  Maryland,  taken  into  continental  pav, 

- returning  from  fervice  to  reftore  their  arms. 

-  to  be  trained  and  exercifed, 

Trumbull  Jonathan,  to  render  account,  See. 

—  allowed  to  draw  bills  on  the  prefident 

import  provifions  from  the  fouthern  {fates, 

J  udor  William,  his  rank, 

Tu thill  Barnabas,  appointed  major, 

’Ijler  lieutenant  colonel,  promoted, 

U. 

Veflels  loaded  for  Great-Britain,  not  to  fail, 

- - —  this  rellri(5Hon  taken  off, 

Velfels  loft  at  Bofton  by  the  enemy,  how  difpofed  of, 
Virginia  battalions,  "when  their  pay  commences, 

— — — — —  convention  nominate  field  officers, 

— : - to  collect  hard  money, 

troops  fupplied  with  necefiaries, 

United  States ,  fubfti tuted  for  United  Colonies , 

Vermonet  monficur,  major  by  brevet, 

/  /  «? 

w. 

Walpack,  Uc.  committees,  their  petition  confidered,  13^ 
Walker  Charles,  his  cafe  confidered,  204  263 

Walton  George,  efquire,  delegate  from  Georgia, 

"Ward  Mr.  his  funeral  attended  by  Congrefs, 

Ward  genera],  his  refignation, 

- his  pay  continued  after  refignation, 

Warren  James,  his  refignation, 

Washington  general,  honoured  by  Congrefs, 

- to  fend  4  battalions  into  Canada, 

- bis  attendance  on  Congrefs  requeued, 

- allowed  an  affiftant  clerk, 

- ;  to  build  fire  rafts,  Sec.  for  defence  of  New- York 

- to  employ  the  fiockbridge  indians, 

• - refufes  a  letter  from  lord  Howe  improperly  ad- 

d re fled, 
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349 
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-  to  order  tbe  difpofition  of  the  armies, 

-  to  appoint  officers  for  fuch  {fates  as  neglecfi  to 
fend  commiffioners  for  that  purpofe, 

-  exertions  to  reinforce  him, 
inverted  wiLh  extraordinary  powers, 
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IIO 

144 

449 

142 

108 

IIO 

175 

184 

195 

294 
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Wayne  Anthony,  efquire,  appointed  colonel, 

• - ordered  to  New- York, 

Webb  William,  clerk  to  the  auditor  general, 


443 

476.514 
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137 

Weeden 
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Weeden  George,  efquire,  appointed  colonel,  307 

Weibert  monfieur,  his  rank  and  pay,  31 1 

Weftcoat  Joel,  promoted,  1 3  r 

Wharton  Carpenter,  to  Supply  the  militia,  250 

Wharton  John,  efquire,  appointed  commiflioncr  of 
the  navy,  4^7 

Whipple  William,  efquire,  delegate  from  New-Hamp- 
Ihire,  79 

Whipple  Abraham,  promoted,  406 

White  reverend  Mr.  appointed  chaplain  to  Congrcfs,  509 
White  Anthony  Walton,  lieutenant  colonel,  57 

White  Eyes  captain,  a  fpeech  to  him,  127 

Whitcomb  John,  efquire,  appointed  brigadier  general,  202 
Winds  William,  efquire,  promoted,  84 

Weibert  monfieur,  taken  into  continental  fervice,  23r 
Witherfpoon  docior  John,  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  236 
Woedtke  baron,  appointed  brigadier  general,  94 

Wolverton  captain  and  his  company  employed,  96 


Wood  Jofeph,  efquire,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  288 
Woofter  general,  acquitted  by  Congrefs,  316 

Wyoming,  harmony  recommended  to  the  fettlers 

there,  T  ^  c 


Yates  Robert,  appointed  fecretary  for  indian  affairs,  122 
Yates  Jafper,  commiffioner  for  indian  affairs,  247 

Yates  John,  appointed  regimental  paymafter,  302 

Young  James,  efquire,  his  petition  refpediing  his  fun,  ioy 
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